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CHAPTER L
VISITING THE POOR.

MANY books have already been written about
the poor in London. Some authors have dealt
with this subject from the purely religious side,
showing that through the Bible-woman, the
Scripture-reader, or the missionary, the poor
can be reached and civilised by the teaching
of Christianity alone. Others have treated the
subject entirely from a philanthropic or social
point of view. Whilst a third class have tried
to show how to deal with the poor by the laws
of political economy.
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From all these books we can learn much, both
as to the condition of the working classes
and as to the different ways of helping and
improving them. But notwithstanding that
many books have been written on the subject,
a few more stories and a few more experiences
may not come amiss if told as these will be,
without any gloss—simple tales of sorrow, of
distress, of hope, and of reformation, which
can best be dealt with through the per-
sonal sympathy of the unpaid visitor to the
poor.

Those who wish to undertake this work will
find various ways of accomplishing their object.
They may become members of the Charity
Organisation Society and be employed by
it to visit those persons who have applied
for relief. They may belong to the Society for
the Relief of Distress, and be in communication
with the clergyman, the Dissenting minister, the
Roman Catholic priest, and various parochial
authorities, who will tell them of those who
are sick or in distress. They may belong to
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Miss Octavia Hill’s band of workers, and in
some way take up the position of the landlord
or his égent, collecting rents; and thus obtain a
footing in the dwellings of the working classes.
Again, a lady may be associated with the
Parochial Mission Women’s Society, she may
be the “Lady Superintendent ” visiting those
families pointed out to her by the paid mission-
women. But the best of all ways in my opinion
of setting to work amongst the poor is that of
being a district visitor under the sanction of the
clergyman of the parish. An old-fashioned
way, no doubt, which for that very reason will
be discarded by many. Pauperising ! some will
say; Sectarian! says another; Inquisitorial!
says a third. But experience has taught me
that it is by far the best method of really
reaching the homes and the hearts of working
people.

The parochial system has become so rooted
in the minds of Englishmen that the visitor has
but to say that he has undertaken to visit in
the district, for the clergyman of the parish,

B2
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and he will find that that introduction will be
considered a sufficient apology for what other-
wise might be looked upon as an unwarrantable
intrusion. This, however, is only an introduc-
tion ; it remains for him to show sufficient tact,
good sense, and kindliness to be asked to come
again. Though the Dissenting bodies, particu-
larly the Baptists, have a great hold over the
working people in their services, their Sunday-
schools and- class-meetings, they visit rarely
except in cases of serious illness, and they would
never think of calling on any one outside their
congregation unless requested to do so. The
Roman Catholic priest and Sisters will visit all
those of their own faith in their several parishes ;
but the Protestant feeling is too strong to allow
them to look after any other poor person, nor
have they the inclination to do so; therefore
it remains for the Church of England to send
to all alike, without fear of being repulsed for
interference by the poor of other denominations.
In a well organised parish the visitor will be in
communication with all the other agencies that
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are already at work for the relief of distress,
and he should be able to conduct to their
proper channels all available help.

The work of the Charity Organisation Society
is limited to those who apply for assistance.
The Relief Society aids only those who are
pointed out to them. Miss Octavia Hill’'s
visitors go only to the houses under her own or
her agent’s control, where no relief is allowed
to be given. The “Lady Superintendent ” calls
on those persons to whom she is directed by
the mission woman; but the district visitor can
visit all indiscriminately; can penetrate into
houses where none other could enter; and can
bring to the sick and to the sorrowing the
temporal and spiritual relief which is always
at hand, but which is often unknown to those
who most require it. Men and women can
alike undertake this duty, though the idea of
a district visitor in many minds is connected
with the fussy lady distributing at one and
the same time tracts and soup-tickets.

I have known several men who have visited
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in the homes of the working classes, and their
kindness during sickness, or their long-continued
friendship, and the interest they have shown in
the affairs of the poor, have been spoken of
to me with intense gratitude and appreciation.
I have been eagerly told of various traits of
sympathy, of the constant visits cheering the
dying man, or of the efforts to rescue a wander-
ing son or daughter; such services being far
more valued than any amount of tickets for
soup or coals. An artizan speaking to me one
day of a gentleman who had long visited in his
street, said, “I shall never forget his kindness
to me. Why! he was here with my poor old
mother when she received the Sacrament not
many days before she died.” If a man under-
takes to be a district visitor you may be sure he
does it because he feels a vocation for the work,
and so he will do it well. But many a woman
will take up visiting the poor because she finds
an idle, listless life Becoming a burden, amuse-
ment perhaps no longer amuses; or she may
expect to find in the homes of the poor a cure
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for what is called “a disappointment.” Visitors
of this class will rarely be of use; you must
bring to this work, as to all others, your best
faculties and energies; you must know some-
thing of the poor-law, of trade, and of the
demand for labour; something of education, of
hospitals, of the different homes for the destitute
and the sinful ; and you must be able to point
out where work may be got or where sickness
may be cured.

The visitor must above all things have tact
and sympathy to enter into the feelings of the
poor; he must have a ready judgment to inspire
those he visits with confidence and hope; and
he must have perseverance to follow up a case
when he begins it; never tiring, and if he finds
that one way fails, he must try over and over
again. The experience, it is said, of one person
is almost always wasted on others; but yet it
may help some who are contemplating work
amongst the London poor to know the steps
by which another has learned to visit them,
and has gained their confidence so as to be
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applied to for help and counsel in many
varying circumstances of life.

My first introduction to the neighbourhood
of the Dials was seven years ago, when I under-
took a district consisting of one street and a
court, containing in all about thirty houses.
They were mostly good houses of three stories,
the ground floor consisting of shops whose
rental was about £1 a week. The clergyman
of the district in which I was to visit said
he would introduce me to it. This introduction
consisted in pointing out to me three houses,
where he told me I should find certain widows,
and that from these I must work my way on
alone, and become acquainted with more. It
might seem to some an insurmountable difficulty
to stand in a street and to know that each
room represents a family, that the street door
must be passed, the inner doors must be
separately knocked at, and inside an unknown
person must be addressed before the first step
has been taken in the work of district-visiting.
But these difficulties, though very real, can be
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overcome. Various expedients may be used
to scrape up an acquaintance, and by degrees
the visitor will attain a thorough knowledge
of his district.

If he should begin his work totally ignorant
of the people, of their names and their condition,
which must be the case either in a new-forfned
parish or in one where organisation has not
been complete, he may possibly make their
acquaintance through the children at the school ;
and perhaps he may find this the best way
with parents, who are generally most easily
approached through some word of praise or
appreciation of their child. But should that not
be feasible, every accidental circumstance must
be made use of, sometimes by going into a shop
and buying some trifle. The shopman, who is
often the landlord, may give information as to
the poor lodger in his house; or you may see a
woman standing at her door, and you can enter
into conversation with her. You may also
boldly go up the stairs if the street door is open,
and knock at any room and announce that you
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are a district visitor in that parish, and that you
have come to see if there are any children
who will attend the Sunday-school, or the night-
school ; or ask if there are any mothers who will
come to the mothers’ meeting ; and talk of any
of the parochial works with which you have
first made yourself thoroughly acquainted. In
this way, little by little, you can get to know the
inhabitants of your whole street ; you also will be
known by all, you will be missed when you are
absent, and you will be welcomed back with joy
when you return.

But even after the first difficulties I have de-
scribed are successfully overcome, all, or most,
I suppose, would have, like myself, to pass
through their apprenticeship of mistakes and
deceptions. I had known the poor in the
country from my childhood, and had lived
amongst them as a friend knowing intimately
the men, women, and youths of an extensive
country parish. But there is a great difference
between the country and the London poor. In
judging of the worthiness of the latter we must
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often rely entirely on our own judgment. It
would be fatal to the influence of a visitor if he
was to inquire about a family he was visiting
from any one else in the same house. The
London working classes are not neighbours to
one another, even though they may live on the
same floor and use the same staircase. Their
great pride is “to keep themselves to them-
selves,” and to know nothing about those about
them. The isolation is perhaps best, for in
some houses tenants will often change. To-
day there may be a respectable lodger, to-
morrow the reverse ; and a poor man or woman
is often judged by the companions they keep,
and the accidental association with evil-minded
persons may drag down the respectable to the
lowest level.

To be of most use therefore to the poor, to
comfort them in sorrow, to raise them when
fallen, and to relieve them when in sickness,
_ they must be known separately and indivi-
dually, not only in classes at mothers’ meetings
or when ill; but at all times in their own
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homes, when they are doing well and when

they are prosperous; and then when trouble
comes the visitor will be the friend to whom
the poor will first turn, and who will best
know how, and in what way, to relieve and

to console.



CHAPTER IIL
STARVATION.

" I HAVE met with several cases very nearly
approaching complete starvation, and I will
mention a few to exemplify what I have said
both as to the mistakes that can be made, and
also to show how real distress can often only be
reached by the district visitor. The first case
was that of a man called Chapman! I had
been told that he and his wife were in great
poverty. I called and found that he had lately
broken his arm, and was unable to work. He was
by trade a bootmaker. The room was bare,

1 The names I have used throughout are not the real ones.
‘The facts and circumstances are all true ; but there is no clue by
which the persons can be identified, except by those who already
know their stories.
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they appeared to be on the point of starving,
and were without means of getting food. I
supplied the woman with needlework, and gave
them soup-tickets, and by these means kept
them in food till the man’s arm was well, and
I hoped he would get work; but one day on
calling I found they were gone: the landlord,
tired of waiting for the rent that was never
forthcoming, had turned them out. I then
discovered that they were drunken characters.
I had been deceived in the woman ; she was not
married. I lost sight of the man, but she
became a great annoyance to me for a long
time by writing begging letters and promising
reformation, which never came.

John Little was even nearer starvation than
Chapman. He lived with Mrs, Little in a small
third-floor back-room. 1 had visited them -
occasionally through the winter. I saw that they
were very poor, as they had no bed, though they
had two chairs and a table. They never asked
for anything, and as I often found him cobbling,
I did not guess what a state of destitution he
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was in. Besides, it has always been my habit to
relieve sickness, but not to supplement slackness
of work, as I might thereby encourage laziness.
However, one cold day in February I found this
man unable to work and looking very ill. I
suspected it was from want of food, so I got
him some at once. The next day I found him
much worse, and I fetched the clergyman to
him and sent for the parish doctor, leaving
money and food with him. An hour after I
_ had left the house Little broke a blood-vessel
in the stomach, and was taken in a cab to the
nearest hospital. There they said they would not
receive him, so he was brought back home:
Ice had been applied, but he was still losing
blood; and in this condition he was dragged
up again to the third-floor room. Soon after
the parish doctor came, and ordered him at once
to the workhouse infirmary. I called to see
him there the next day, and was told that he
had lost so much blood they had not expected
him to live, and that his illness had been caused

by long-continued want of food. However,
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in the workhouse infirmary he met with every
care and attention, being fed cautiously with
beef-tea and wine. He remained there two
months, and I then got him taken in for one
month at the Clewer Convalescent Hospital,
from whence he came back fat and well,

In the meantime Mrs. Little, a young woman
of twenty-three, whose privations must have
been equally great, had no means of getting
‘her living. The day after he was taken away
she said that I had been so kind to them
she must tell me the truth, which was that she
was not married to Little. Her story is like
many others: she was in service near Fleet
Street, and had asked one Whitsuntide for a
holiday ; her mistress had refused to allow her
one, and she, thinking this an injustice, had,
in spite of the refusal, gone out for the day
with Little, who was courting her. On her
return her mistress said she must leave at
once; and so Isabella, who was an orphan, '
and had had to shift for herself since she was
thirteen, had no home to go to, and went at
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once to live with Little. As it often happens
in such cases, the ten or twelve shillings that
are needed for publishing the banns and the
marriage fee were never ready, there were no
children, and she said they both now wished
to separate, as they found they could not make
a living together. In fact the old saying had
proved true in their case, that as want came
in at the door, love had flown out at the window.
Isabella also assured me she would undergo
any privation to become respectable again. I
called on the mistress near Fleet Street and
found that the story was true, and I then did
my best to help her; but it was a work of great
difficulty to find anything for her to do. She
had no character, so that she could not get into
service; and she had not a sufficiently fallen
character to be received into any Home or
Refuge.

No one till they have tried can tell the ‘
difficulty there is in finding work for a woman
who has lost her character ; even scrubbing at a
hospital for fourpence an hour was in such

C



18 WORK ABOUT THE FIVE DIALS.  [CHAP.

demand that there was no vacancy. I almost
despaired of finding her any means of living.
But after a few weeks, during which time I
gave her needlework and became satisfied as
to her steadiness, I got her a place as maid of
all work with a dressmaker whom I knew.
I lent her xhoney to buy some clothes, which
she repaid to me, and for some time Isabella
did well, and I saw her constantly; but after
a year I found she had left her place; she had
improved in appearance and condition, and I
heard no more of her for some time, till one
day I found her living again with Little and
still unmarried. Any further efforts now to
induce her to live respectably would have been
useless after so much had been done, and 1
saw no more of her.

Though both these cases were very disap-
pointing in one respect, I did not regret having
helped them; but very different was the case
of Ann Klein, If ever I feel dispirited in my
work, I look back with satisfaction to my
meeting with this poor woman. I heard of her
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whilst visiting some one who was ill, and was
told that the next door neighbour was very
.poor, but she was sure never to ask for any-
thing. I went in at once and found a young
woman with a baby in her arms, There was
every appearance of great poverty, no bed, one
broken chair, and a table. I found that Ann
was married to a German who had been recalled
a few months ago to serve in the war between
his own country and France. He had left her
in possession of a sewing-machine, with which
she had hoped to keep herself; but work had
been slack, and she had gradually pawned or
sold nearly all she possessed, and did not know
where to get a meal.

From the time I first saw Ann her progress
was sure though slow, from shirt-making to
charing, then to maid-of-all-work, kitchen-maid,
and now she is a good plain cook, getting £25
wages a year. She has never disappointed me
in the various occupations I have been able
to find for her. She is a good and faithful
servant, and I feel no doubt that she will always

C 2
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continue to do well. So deeply impressed is
this woman with the hard and bitter struggle of
the very poor, so lost was she in this great city
for want of a single friend to turn to in her
dire distress, that her great wish is to devote
herself to visiting the poorest, and she would
have become a mission woman had not the
payment offered her been too little to keep
herself and her boy. All her hopes are centered
on this child, and ever-mindful of the miserable
poverty which she has undergone, her whole
anxiety is to keep him from the same. Her
gratitude to those who befriended her is most
sincere ; this is a quality which is not always
met with; and as an example of the want of it,
I will tell the story of the Lins.

I was asked to go and see a woman whose
child had just died, and on going into her room
I found Mrs. Lin seated on the floor one bitter
cold day in February. She was nursing a little
child in front of a very small fire; her husband
was a painter out of work, and had been
without employment for some time.
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They had lost “ their home,” as the poor call
it, meaning thereby their furniture and posses-
sions, and the room was literally bare. The elder
child had just died of want of sufficient food ;
this was the opinion of the parish doctor, who
had been called in too late, and who did not
expect the other child would live. Some milk
was allowed for the child by the parish doctor’s
order, but much besides milk was wanted which
the parish authorities would not give.

I provided her with all she wanted for the
child, and looked after it constantly till it was
out of danger. The man got a promise of
work, and I lent him £1 to get his clothes and
tools out of pawn, and he gave me his word to
repay me in small weekly sums. He got work,
and changed his house. I went there to see Mrs.
Lin, and to my surprise found the walls of her
room hung with little pictures. I asked her
how she had got them ; and she said that when
her husband had brought home his first week’s
wages on Saturday she had spent three-and-
sixpence in buying these pictures, as the room
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looked so uncomfortable without them. She
had not yet bought bed or bedding, and I
should have said needed every necessary of life.

I was not over pleased, and said she should
have repaid me before buying luxuries. In her
reply she said she saw no harm in getting the
pictures first, as she could not live with bare
walls; and added that after all she was sorry
I had come so often to see her in the other
house, as it had only caused the neighbours to
talk about her affairs. After that I discontinued
my visits. I have met her sometimes since in
the street, and she has tried to explain away
what she had said ; but I have taken no further
interest in her.

The last case of extreme privation I shall
mention is that of a woman who had asked me
to get her into the Lying-in Hospital. She was
a stranger to me, so I went to see her before
getting the order. At first she seemed unwilling
to admit me into her room ; but soon she said, if
I would forgive such a poor home, would I walk
in. Indeed it was a poor home, without any
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preparations for a new arrival. The room was
clean; but the only piece of furniture was a
broken washstand without crockery, a small
wooden box, which served as chair or table, and
an almost empty ticking in one corner. Her
husband’s employment was that of a painter,
which is, like the last-mentioned case, the most
improvident of trades ; he had been behind with
his rent for only three weeks, but was unfor-
tunately under a hard landlord, who had put the
brokers in, and all his goods had been taken.
They had moved a few weeks back into the
house I found them in, and he was still out of
work. I made inquiries about them from their
landlady, whom I knew—always the best
person to apply to when you wish to find out
the character of those who require help. I
heard from her that the Prices were sober
people, and she thought they were honest, as
the young woman had often brought her in
sixpence towards the rent when she had had
the chance of earning it by turning a mangle for
a neighbour. The landlady added, “I believe
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she often went without the food she wanted
in order to bring me this money.” I was
unsuccessful in getting Mrs. Price into the
hospital, as at that moment there was fever
there, and no more in-patients were admitted ;
but the poor woman was properly attended to
by a midwife from the hospital, and in every
other respect, I saw that she had all she needed.
Bed, bedding, clothing, and food were supplied
till she could get about and her husband get
work.

Had she applied to the relieving officer she
would not have been admitted into the house,
without her husband, who would have been sent
to Poplar, and put to hard labour; and from
being away from London would have missed
the opportunity of getting work when the sea-
son set in. Besides, they would both have
become familiar with the inside of a workhouse
and with some of the worthless class who are
content to live on there, a burden to the
industrious working man, who pays a heavy
poor rate to support the too-often idle and
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improvident. Many of the cases I have
referred to were cases resulting from impro-
vidence; but without the district visitor they
would have been left to great misery, and in
some instances might have died for want of
help. They were cases for private charity,
which is always forthcoming, but often mis-
directed, and I should think all would agree
with me that assistance was here properly given.
The poor law does something towards relieving
the poor outside the workhouse, but it is often
the least-deserving who apply there. It is the
duty of the relieving officer to attend to any
who apply at the workhoﬁse, but not to search
out those who, through misfortune of one sort
or another, are bordering upon starvation.



CHAPTER III
DRUNKENNESS.

ALL who visit the poor will know how many
of their misfortunes are caused by drunkenness.
Most of the cases brought before the magistrate
arise from this vice, and much of the sickness of
the children is caused by the intemperance of
the parents. A great deal is being done to
counteract this evil, and when we see coffee-
houses rivalling the attraction of the public-
houses there will be some chance of increased
sobriety. There are already established in the
neighbourhood of the Five Dials many coffee
and eating-houses, one or two in most streets;
: they are small houses, having perhaps
regular customers, but not showing a
at front like the Rose and the Crown
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which has been lately established in Knights-
bridge, and which gives a feeling of bright-
ness and conviviality inside, a worthy rival
of the gin-palace. When coffee-palaces and
taverns, not coffee-houses, are widely estab-
lished, the working man will greatly make .
use of them, and there will be fewer saddened
homes. ’

Although but few drunken persons are met
with in the street, there is a vast amount of
drinking and crime following close upon it.
But as I have come home after ten o’clock in
the evening from the night school, I have rarely
met a drunken man or woman. There will be
occasional outbursts of drunkenness in the
houses, when the quarrelling will awake and
disturb all the neighbours. In one house where
I visit, a drunken man threw his wife out of
the second floor window, an incident which
seems merely sensational when introduced into
Mr. Jenkins’s book on drunkenness, 7/%e Devil’s
Ctain, but which is nevertheless strictly true.
Therefore, though the passer-by may meet but
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few drunkards, the district visitor will know
numerous cases where, the father or the mother
being given over to this habit, are bringing
about such misery as is painful to dwell upon.
In a few cases I have been able to rescue a boy
or a girl from the wickedness entailed on them
by their parents.

In general, the most desperate outbreaks
will be after the Bank Holidays, when large
numbers of respectable working people go with
their children to spend the day in the country,
the lowest taking their enjoyment in the public
house. But I am glad to say that the police
tell us that there has been less drinking this
Christmas than in former years, Let us hope
this is the beginning of better times. In
three homes that I have visited I have often
found the father in the middle of the day
lying drunk in bed ; yet out of each of these
homes has a girl been rescued from almost
certain ruin.

One was in such a deplorable state that she
was taken to the police court as homeless and
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destitute, and committed to a certified Industrial
School.?

When she appeared before the magistrate
she was in rags, without shoes or stockings;
unable to read or write, her time had been spent
literally in the gutter, playing and quarrelling all
day, and her only knowledge was that of vice.
Libbie is now a tall, nice-looking, bright girl,
ready to go to service, having learned all that
is needed to make her a good servant; and
during the years she has been in the school, she
has shown herself uniformly good and tractable.

‘Once she was allowed, in consequence of an
oft-repeated request, to spend a few hours at her
home : she had a yearning to see her mother and
little brothers and sisters ; but the disappoint—
ment of that visit was very bitter. Her mother
was told the day she was to expect her, and
when Libbie came, seemed glad to see her and
proud of her improved appearance; but the
child’s feeling of horror at the filth and misery

1 Industrial School, 19, Upper Charlotte Street, Portland
Street.
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she saw was great. When she was called for by
the friend who took charge of her for this visit,
she was found standing alone in the street.
Her mother had wearied of the two hours her
child had had to stop with her, and was gone
away to some friend or public-house, leaving
Libbie in the house, which was such a mass of
dirt that she feared to sit down. Her little
brother and sister were playing bare-footed in
the gutter, and when she came away with her
friend, the poor child burst into tears at the
thought of such misery.

In this case, as in the next two, the only
chance of saving the girl was a complete
separation from such homes. The second was
taken from almost as bad a home. Mary Lamb
was fifteen, and seemed anxious to do well; so
by providing her with clothes, the cost of which
she repaid, a small place was got for her with a
good mistress. This she kept for two years,
leaving it for the foolish reason servants often
give of wanting a change. However, I got her
another one at Stepney, where she is still living,
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coming up on the August Bank Holiday to a
party I have in the country on that day.

Finding a good place for a girl is the best
thing a district visitor can do for her. It

_involves little expense, as the clothes needed
by her can, with advantage to herself, be easily
repaid out of her wages. It will cost the visitor
trouble and time, but it is worth it, and can be
done by answering advertisements or by inquir-
ing at registry offices. The interest shown by a
lady in a girl will sometimes induce a good
mistress to engage her.

Almost all the young women who may be
found in the lying-in wards of workhouses are
servant-girls, and from them you can learn the
danger of service under a bad or indifferent
mistress. Jenny Ash had suffered more from
the drunkenness of her father than the two last-
mentioned girls, and it was months and years
before she could be said to be safely landed in a
respectable life, The first time I saw her was
in her father’s room. The mother, whom I had
called on, was out, and the girl, who was in
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service at a public-house close by, had run
across, as she often did, to see her mother. I
knew she had had a child a few months back
that had died. T spoke to her of herself, and
she soon began to tell me how miserable she
was, and how she longed to get right away,
saying she knew she could never keep straight
among all her bad companions. I promised to
help her, and appointed to meet her there the
next day. I came, but Jenny never appeared;
and I heard after from the mother that her
wages had been raised when her mistress heard
she would leave, and Jenny had not had the
courage to meet me again.

The cause of Jenny’s first trouble was the
drunken habits of her father. He could as a coach-
builder earn £2 or more a week ; but on Saturday
he would generally, on leaving work, go to the
public-house, drinking away a large part of his
wages, till he was turned out; then he would
stagger home and become violent ; and often has
Jenny been turned into the street by her brutal
father, not knowing where to spend the night.
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I often thought of her after this unsuccessful
attempt to save Jenny, but saw nothing of her
till, some months after, the mother met me in
the street, and asked me to find her poor girl
and rescue her from the misery she was in. I
went back with Mrs. Ash and heard her story,
which was, that Jenny had left her place
and had come home; but her father would not
allow her to remain, because he said she had
misconducted herself, and the poor girl for
weeks had slept on staircases or elsewhere.
The mother said she had been able sometimes
-secretly to give her food, and she would show
me where I might find her. I followed Mrs.
Ash, who pointed out to me a small sweet-shop.
I 'may say, by the way, that this sweet shop is
kept by a poor Irish widow, who informed her
visitor one day that she had five sisters, all
married in Ireland to the nobility. This poor
widow had shown much kindness to Jenny
during the past weeks.

I went into her shop and said, “I think Jenny
Ash.is here ; will you tell her I should like to see

D
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her?” The widow dived into a very dark back
room, and after a few minutes Jenny emerged.
I told her I had heard of the trouble she was in,
and had come to repeat my offer to take her to
another home, where she could begin a new life.
After a little persuasion she said she would
come with me; and would I wait till she had
“tidied ” herself. She could only improve
her appearance by soap and water, for her
clothes were worn and scanty. 1 came
back in ten minutes, and bade her follow
me. We soon got into a cab and drove to
Lambeth, There I took her to a Home,!
where Mrs. Williams, the matron, is a loving,
motherly woman.

I took the girl in with me, and said, “I have
brought you Jenny, Mrs. Williams, whom we
have been so long looking for; you will be glad
to see her” Mrs. Williams took her by the
hand and said, “My dear child, I am so glad
ybu have come to me; I will take you down-

1 Home at 19, Pratt Street, Lambeth, Refuge and Re-
formatory Union,
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stairs to the others, and you shall help to get the
dinner ready.”

I need not say that Mrs. Williams won Jenny’s
heart, and put into her an ardent desire to become
good. She stayed here some weeks, and then
went to a Home at Streatham.! 1 often had
letters from Jenny, telling me how she was
learning to wash, trying to correct her bad
temper, and how much she longed to see me.
After she had been there a year I went down to
see her, and found her looking pretty well, and
happy. But somehow my visit seemed to
have unsettled her. Why I cannot tell, except
that perhaps the fact of her being visited by a
lady had caused the others to be jealous, and
unkind to her. Anyhow, a month or two later
I heard she had left, and the next news I had
of her was that she was in a situation, unfortu-
nately not a good one.

I saw her once or twice by sending word by
her mother, where she should meet me; but
I feared for the future, and indeed after a while

1 Magdalen Hospital, Country Home, Streatham, S.W,
D2



36 WORK ABOUT THE FIVE DIALS. [CHAP.

her mother told me she had left her place, and
was living with the father of her first child,
and was expecting another. I then sent for
Jenny again, and when she came, I almost
persuaded her to leave the young man she
was with if he would not marry her, and pro-
mised that I would then see to her, She said
she must think about it, and would bring me
her answer in a week. When she did come
they were no longer living together, for he was
in prison. There had been a “fight” in the
street, he had rushed into the fray, she said,
to save a woman. The police had come, and
-he was locked up.

Now the complication was great. I knew that
if Jenny was not married before her child was
born, she would probably never be married, and
have nothing but a downward course of ruin.
So I proposed to her to get the banns pﬁblished
and that she should tell him of it when she
went to meet him, as he had asked her to do,
when his sentence would be finished. She had

shown me a letter from him from prison, calling
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her his wife, and using many tender expres-
sions of love for her, and anxiety as to how she
would get on without him. The banns were
published, and she was soon at the prison door.
She was married the following Sunday just in
time, and never let her husband know what
part I had had in giving her this advice, or in
furnishing her with money for the marriage
fees. I have seen her since, and she is making
a good wife, and keeps a tidy home.

Sometimes the law will step in and rescue
the wife from the ill-treatment she has often
to endure from her lord and master. But
it does not make the home a very cheerful
one, when the husband returns from his
imprisonment to the wife, who has been the
cause of it. A woman was telling me last
summer how she dreaded the return of her
husband at Christmas, who had been shut up for
brutally ill-using her, and how much better she
could get onwithout him. Another woman I
knew whose husband was sentenced for three
months on her account. Having probably
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felt remorse for the punishment she had got
for him, she celebrated his return by a good
drink at the public-house ; but on getting home
they fell to fighting, and the husband inflicted
injaries on his wife of so severe a nature, that
he was now sentenced to the longest term of
imprisonment possible, ten years. Fortunately
she is now dead, so that the next return will not
be commemorated in like fashion.

Some women bear with much ill-treatment
without any complaint, and for the sake of their
children will endure a great deal. Mrs. Dunn
was a small, delicate woman with four children.
I had known her for two or three years, and she
had often told me her troubles, more inclined to
do so from the great influence a few kind words
had had upon her, words that were spoken to
her by a lady when she was a girl. She had a
stepmother who was very unkind to her, and
she went early to service. In one place where
she was the scrub of a lodging-house, one of
the lodgers, a lady, used to notice her, and now
and again say a kind word to her, and tell her
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to be a good girl. Sarah left this place, but
never forgot the words of kindness. They were
the only ones she had ever heard. She was
once in great extremity, and these words were
as a talisman protecting her from evil.

She had been living at home at the time she
was sixteen. Her father was lately dead. The
stepmother took some pretext to quarrel with
her, turned her into the street, and said she
might find her own home. It was late in the
evening, too late Sarah felt, to seek her friend
whom she was sure would help her. So utterly
discensolate she wandered about the streets till
she met a girl whom she knew. On hearing her
story, the girl begged Sarah to come and live
with her, and offered her amusements and
pleasures without end. Sarah, with no prospect
of any rest for the night, but remembering
the friend she would seek in the morning,
fled from her temptress. An inspiration led
her to a workhouse, and knocking at those
forbidding doors, they were opened to her, and
there she found a safe refuge.
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Much courage it must have needed for one so
young who had never been inside that house, so
dreaded by the respectable poor, or known any
one else who had done so, yet to seek admittance
there for herself. The next morning she left the
workhouse, saw the lady, who believed her story,
and found her a place which she kept till her
marriage. This, and much besides of her life,
she told me after the event I am going to
speak of.

I was at home one afternoon when Mrs. Dunn
was announced. She said, “I hope you will
forgive my coming, but I want very particularly
to speak to you” Her husband, she told me,
had come home that afternoon, had accused her
of misconduct, and had beaten and kicked Ler,
and finally driven her out of the house. She
had made no noise for the sake of her children,
and came to me, as years before she had sought
her other friend.

I felt sure the husband’s jealousy was the
result of his own imagination, caused partly,
as I afterwards found, by a touch of madness.



111.] DRUNKENNESS. 41

I took Mrs. Dunn first to the clergyman of the
parish to ask his advice, and we got her taken
into that kind shelter, the House of Charity,l and
we bade her stay there till her husband would
have her back. Both the clergyman and I went
next day to the husband, told him where his
wife was, what we had done for her, and begged
him to fetch her back, which after three days he
did. The part that both the clergyman and
myself took in the business was evidently
pleasing to Dunn by the presents he gave us.
To me he sent by his wife a box with my
initials carved upon it, with a message, saying
that he sent it as a remembrance of the way
in which I had befriended his wife.

The instances I have hitherto given have re-
ference to the drunkenness of men only ; there
are also many, though not so many, drunken
women. Some I have helped for a long time,
not knowing that they were given to drink ; but
once I have found out by some outbreak that
this was an old established vice, though perhaps

1 House of Charity, 1, Greek Street, Soho Square,
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only of occasional occurrence, I have ceased
to help them; for unless there are means of
removing such women to quite a new neighbour-
hood, there is no chance of reformation.

The most desperate and hopeless case of a
drunken woman that I have come in contact
with was that of Mrs. Joiner. I have never
seen her, but some months back I got a letter
saying that the writer knew I was always ready
to help any girls, and so he wrote to ask me
to come and see after his Mary, and that if
I asked Mr. Otter, he would know all about the
undersigned, “ Joiner.” There was no address
in the letter.

It was a fortnight after I got this letter, being
in the country at the time, before I could call
on Mr. Otter, a seller of cat’s meat whom I
knew. He said, Yes, he knew Joiner, a steady,
hard-working man, with a desperate wife, always
drunk, and now in prison. They had lived in
his street; but where he now was Otter could
not say; however, Joiner's boy often came for
cat’s meat, and if I waited I might see him.
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- I waited a while, and the boy came; and I
made him lead me to his home. In a third-
floor back room, in a wretched house, I found
a girl of seventeen sitting by the fire in ragged
clothes, and a young woman with two children.
I learned that this was the home of Joiner’s son,
and that these were his children. He and his
father were wood-carvers, and worked together
in Wardour Street.

The brother had taken into his room his two
sisters and his little brother, whilst the mother
was for the eighth time sent to prison, coming
out, as the young woman told me, each time
worse and more depraved. The longest stay
she had made there was eight months, after
having in semi-drunkenness held her child to
the fire till its toes were roasted off. The poor
child is now dead ; but there are three children
still left—a very pretty girl of twelve, one of
seventeen, and a boy. The girl, whom I found
in wretched clothing, told me that the good
clothes she had on coming home from service
had been taken from her by her mother, who
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had sold them for drink, and now the want of
clothes kept her at home.

I left word that he, Joiner, should come
and speak to me the next evening at the
night-school. He then told me that, having
received no answer for so many days to the
letter he had sent to me, his brother-in-law,
who was in a good position on the railway,
had undertaken to send the girl of twelve
years old to Suffolk, to a relation, as he was
anxious that she should have left London
before her mother came out of prison at
Christmas. I said to him, “How kind your
son’s wife has been in taking in your children.”
“Ah,” he said, “she is kind, but they are not
married.” When I asked him if he had never
tried to persuade his son to marry, he said,
“Yes, a time or two I have told him of it
before the other workmen, but he has taken
no notice.” On further conversation on this
subject I found he would be glad if they were
married, so I promised to try what I could do.
I found that the chief reason of their not being
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married was the expense of the marriage fees.
Young Joiner was willing enough, but they
could not get together the necessary ten shil-
lings. I made the circumstances known to the
clergyman of the parish, and they are now
married. Joiner seemed, as one may imagine,
bewildered by the certain prospect of misery
before him, his one wish being to get his
children away in safe hands, as whenever his
wife is out of prison he must have her to
live with him. It may well be said that
drunkenness is the chief cause of the misery
of the poor. This vice is produced by many
evils, and of these overcrowding and want of
education are the chief; but of them we will
speak in another chapter.



CHAPTER 1IV.
OVERCROWDING.

THE overcrowding of the central part of Lon-
don is one of the chief causes of the demoraliza-
tion of a large number of the working classes.
When we find father and mother, grown sons,
and daughters, and young children all living
and sleeping in one room, how can we wonder
that there should not be a very delicate sense
of morality among them. This crowding to-
gether of human beings like cattle in pens is
not caused by their own fault. The rents are
so high and the rooms so scarce, that more
than one room cannot be had under six, seven
or eight shillings a week; and how can a
labourer earning one pound or twenty-five
shillings a week afford this money for two
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rooms? The poorest often having the largest
families.

When the Artizans’ Dwelling Act has come
fully into operation ; when the houses are pulled
down which are enriching their owners but
brutalizing the tenants; when the railway com-
panies and cther bodies who, by way of
improving the towns, are forced, as the Metro-
politan Board was forced last year by the
Committee of the House of Lords, to provide

suitable houses for all the persons of the
labouring classes that they displace; then

shall we see the working man improving in
morality and in temperance.

Of late years the poor have suffered much
from the railway companies, and from various
improvements that have taken place in the
metropolis, no provision being made for the
persons displaced. An instance can be given,
as an illustration of this, in the clearance
which is now going on in Saint Pancras for
the purposes of the Midland Railway Company.
In 1875 they acquired powers over a large
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block immediately to the west of their present
station,. and containing about 10,000 persons
almost exclusively of the poorer and labouring
class. The Midland Railway Company has
been clearing for a year, and is still clearing,
so that there has already been a vast displace-
ment of population, and yet nothing whatever
has been done to house those ejected. No
doubt in most cases some small money pay-
ment has been made to the individuals who
removed ; but that would not meet the mis-
chief of overcrowding the other homes of the
poor by driving into them those ejected persons,
and the disturbance to the class and individuals
by forcing them to seek homes far removed
from their employment. The question of the
necessity of the workpeople living near their
employment was brought out very strongly
in evidence before the Lords’ Committee in
1877, when the Metropolitan Streets Improve-
ment Bill was being opposed for the sake of
provision being made for displaced persons of
the labouring class,
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It was pointed out then with great force that
it was not only the heads of the families who
worked, but also the children who lived with
their parents, widows, also, often supporting
their children by daily work; and that the
position of the home should be such that all
should come home if possible for their dinner.
A mile extra every day backwards and forwards
to their work represents one hour a day in time
lost, to say nothing of the fatigue and labour.
These unskilled labourers in employment get
sixpence an hour, and sixpence an hour per
day is 3s. a week tax that would be put on
these workmen if they were removed, as was
proposed, from the West End to Gray’s Inn
Road. But it is much more than the mile,
because it is breaking up the home; it is, as
was said by one of the witnesses, sending a
man to get his dinner at a public-house instead
of having it at home; and it is not merely that
the sum of eightpence (which he would have
to pay for his dinner) would feed the whole of
the family, if his wife purchased the provisions

E
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and cooked them, but he gets into the habit
of going to the public-house, where he must
drink for the good of the house as well as eat,
and that respectability is broken up which is
one of the great securities for the improvement
of the working class. '
Many will urge that workmen will be better
housed and at far cheaper rents in the suburbs
of London. Why therefore encourage them to
overcrowd the town? To many classes of work-
men it is an impossibility to live any distance
from their employers. Shoemakers and tailors
have to go to their shops for orders sometimes
three or four times in the day. The work may
not be in when the workman calls in the morn-
ing, and he must call again in the afternoon.
If he is a tailor, and he has to do what is called
“baste up,” it must be taken back to the shop
at once, the wife must be the carrier, whilst the
tailor keeps on stitching. If he is a bootmaker
even for such shops as you see in St. James’s
- Street, he must send for his work once or twice

-a day. A pair of boots is not made by one
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workman alone ; it will take three different work-
men to complete the one pair, and these must
all come to the shop for their work.

Again in the building trades it is hard on
a man to live out in the suburbs. He is now
paid by the hour, not by the day; so that
if rain comes on in the morning there will
be no work done in the afternoon, the brick-
layer, the mason, the painter, and their la-
bourers will be dismissed for the half-day
There will be no cheap workmen’s trains
till the evening, and so they must loiter
about the streets for hours, wasting time
and often money. Whereas if their homes
are within walking distance they will not
be so much the losers by being turned off
their work.

The necessity which is thus shown for most
of the working classes in London living near
their employers causes this overcrowding which
is so much to be deplored, as it causes, as
I have said, to such a great extent the de-

moralisation of the people. That good houses
E 2
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will improve the habits and morals of the
people is shown by the occupiers of the
Peabody dwellings. None are admitted whose
wages average over £1 a week ; but most of the
tenants there will be found with higher wages.
They will rise as the men continue steady
and industrious, the result to a great extent
of improved houses. The average earnings
of the head of each family in residence in 1876
was £1 45. 43d. The Peabody houses are built,
as all know, from the magnificent gift and bequest
of £500,000 from the American of that name,
and they are an immense boon to the work-
men of ELondon. The management is in the
hands of a committee whe look well after
the working of this charity. The dwellings
are round a square of about half an acre in
size; the court is paved, and the children can
at all times play there in safety, not, as in
other quarters, obliged to play in the gutter
amongst refuse and dirt, sometimes straying
away from home to get run over by a care-
less cabman. I have known this happen in
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several cases, and a child brought back with
a broken limb or with some fatal injury.

There are five stories to the Peabody dwel-
lings, and running along the top of the build-
ing is a covered washhouse and laundry open
at all times for the use of the tenants; as
are also sculleries and bathrooms. A stair-
case runs up the centre of each of the three
sides of the building, and the passage that
leads from each side of the staircase opens on
to three or four sets of apartments, having at
the end water-sink, &c. There are two or three
rooms to each family, and the rents vary from
four shillings to six, according to the number of
roomis and the floor on which they are situated.
The rent must be paid regularly once a week;
but in case of illness I have been told they are
indulgent, and let it lie over.

The Waterlow Buildings are on a different
plan; there each family has its own street-door
opening on to one of the numerous spiral stair-
cases. The rents are five shillings and upwards,
differing according to the locality where the
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houses are built, and according to the number
of the rooms.

I have seen many of the Waterlow Buildings
in different parts of the town, and the people
appear very comfortable, and the rooms are
never unlet. There the apartment consists of two
rooms, kitchen, dust-shaft, coal-bin, water, and
all other conveniences. These houses are built
by a company which pays £5 per cent., and the
shares of which are now above par. Would
that we had more of these dwellings all over
the town! The rents are higher than in the
Peabody Buildings, and there is no inquiry as
to the earnings of a man before he is admitted.
The Peabody houses being a trust to be used
for the poor of London, the test of low wages
had to be fixed as a qualification for entrance,
or workmen who could not be considered poor
would gladly have taken the improved house
to the exclusion of the poorer ones.

The applicants are so numerous that their
names are down for months before a room is
vacant. Any one who would like to see these
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Peabody Dwellings can do so, and will find a
fine square building near the Army and Navy
Co-operative Stores in Victoria Street, which
is well worth a visit.

When 1 first took charge of a district, it
consisted, as I have said, of one street and a
court ; but after some years, when the workers
I had first begun with left, I took a larger
district, and latterly have had a general
acquaintance with all parts of the parish.

The poorest part is a market, and one court
near to it is called the Butcher’s Row; this
was the abode of that fortunate butcher from
whom the beautiful Duchess of Devonshire
bought the much-desired vote for Fox’s election
in Westminster. A slaughter-house is close
by, and the butchers carry the carcases of the
sheep from ‘thence to their shops, hanging over
their heads like a hood. We learn from the
Registrar-General that butchers are a short-
lived class. The life is hard, and the drinking
is hard; but when seen in their own houses,
they may be as gentle as the lambs they
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slaughter, and outside I have experienced
nothing but civility from them.

In the lowest streets and courts the street-
door is never shut, and the workman’s caller, who
gets his living by awaking at four and five in
the morning those who have to begin early their
daily toil, will often tumble over some poor house-
less creature who is sleeping on the stairs that are
always accessible. The staircase in these houses
is often so dark that you have to grope your
way up, fearful of what you may encounter,
judging from the condition of the passage below.
The numbers that have to sleep and live in one
room is the worst evil of this neighbourhood.
The Sanitary Inspector may be informed of
any case that comes under the notice of the
visitor, and may summon the landlord ; but I am
told that so impossible is it to get rooms in
this densely-crowded neighbourhood, that the
magistrate will often not enforce the law.

What must the noble lords forming the
committee already referred to on the Metro-
politan Streets Improvement Bill have thought
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when a witness was brought before them who,
with her husband, three working sons, a younger
girl and boy, all lived in a room fourteen feet
by thirteen ? And what made the condition of
that family still worse, which their lordships were
not told of, was that the man was kept at home
permanently by a bad leg, that required so
much attention that he ought to have been in
the infirmary. In another case where the in-
spector tried to interfere there was in one room
husband and wife and eight children, the eldest
twelve, most of them sickly ; and in addition to
all these human beings, rabbits were kept, add-
ing to the closeness and want of air. Huddled
together as these families are, many houses con-
sisting of eight rooms, and holding seven
families, can we wonder that the father who
has worked hard all day should not wish to
return to such a home sooner than he need ; and
can we also wonder if in the morning, after
sleeping in such tainted atmosphere, he should
be unable to begin his work without a glass of

spirits?  If he could plunge his head into fresh
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water, he might perhaps shake off the heavy
dullness consequent on such a night; but water
is often as great a luxury to the poor as good
air.

And how patient are the poor, how uncom-
plaining ! often not knowing that they have a
right to complain. The law says that all
windows must open from the top as well as
from the bottom ; but what tenant could get
his landlord to have this done unless the landlord
cared for ventilation. Such is the scarcity of
rooms, that once the working man has got one
he gladly keeps it, and I have known women
be months and sometimes years trying to get
into better quarters. Ina houseI know well, for
years the drinking water was drawn from an old
beer barrel without a lid, which stood between
an unglazed window and an open door in the
basement, and under a butcher’s shop. Through
the window, which was on a level with the
street, every breath of wind would blow in
the refuse, the germs of disease and animal
life, so that in summer the water was alive
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with animalcule, visible to the naked eye.
The careful mother boiled the water before
giving it to her children, but the careless one
did not. Can we wonder that the father should
go to the public-house, preferring beer there, to
foul water at home? Can we also wonder that
the children grew up sickly and complaining ?
I am glad to say that at least in this house,
owing to a new landlord, the butt is gone, a
large slate tank with a cover substituted, and
the water is now clear and pure. Considering
that the owners of such houses, where there
are weekly tenants, often make over ten per
cent,, they can well afford such expenses.

In another case, the death of a most ex-
cellent woman, for whom I had the greatest
respect, was caused by the condition of the
water and the drains, Her husband had had
a wholesale business in the City, and she had
lived in a good house of her own, keeping a
servant. In the failures in the City some
years ago, her husband lost everything and
died, her sons were taken charge of by friends,
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and her daughter, a very pretty, well-educated
girl, served in a baker’s shop. The mother
had taken a poor little place, where she sold
sweets and grocery, and by perseverance and
attention got up a small business ; last summer
she felt ill'and languid with the bad smell
outside the house, which came in through the
open door. In vain she applied to her land-
lord ; nothing was done. At last, having been
in a position of life which had taught her the
proper action in this matter, she wrote to the
Sanitary Inspector ; the tank, which was under
an oil and tallow chandler’s shop, was emptied.
At the bottom were found two inches of mud,
the decomposing bodies of fourteen rats, a bar
of soap, candles, and many dead beetles, and
from this tank the poor woman had to get
all the water she used.

The Inspector said the smell of the drains was
horrible, and that something must be done ; but
nothing was done, before the poor woman be-
came so ill that she was taken to the hospital,
where she died after a few weeks illness. When
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we hear of the poor being deprived of these
necessaries of life, fresh air and good water, do
we not wonder at their goodness and patient
endurance, instead of being disgusted by their
brutality ? Might not such hardships make
them more drunken and more immoral, and is
it not wonderful to find amongst them, as we
do often find, happy, bright homes and well-
brought-up children?

Most of the house-property in this part of
London belongs to small proprietors, who in
many cases buy up poor houses, never repair
them, and make all they can out of the tenants.
Lately, in a street once of known ill-fame, -a
man died, leaving a large fortune which he had
amassed during many years by exorbitant rents,
derived from the poorest houses in this street,
where he had made large profits and had spent
nothing. For a good room, or for two rooms,
I know many cases of men who would have
gladly paid one or two shillings a week more
rent, that their growing families might be better
housed.
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- In the small district of Bedfordbury, com-
monly called the Bury, behind St. Martin’s
Lane,’ are 3,000 persons. They are all to
be found in one street 500 feet in length,
and in fourteen courts, Can such a number
be decently housed in so small a space?
Happily, this part has come under the action
of the Artizans’ Dwelling Act, and we may
hope to see model lodging-houses spring up in
the place of these narrow courts.



CHAPTER V,
ROMANCE.

* WE must now turn our thoughts away for a
few moments from all this suffering, crime, and
sorrow, and see what there is in the lives
of the poor that is both romantic and poetical.
First, let me quote a passage from Kingsley,
which I have kept written in my note-book
in case I should ever weary amidst discourage-
ments. “ How many thousand heroines there
must have been, how many thousand there
may be now, of whom we shall never know !
But still they are there. They sow in secret
the seed of which we pluck the flower and
eat the fruit; and know not that we pass the
sower daily in the street. Perhaps some humble
ill-dressed woman, earning painfully her own
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small subsistence. She who nurses a bed-ridden
mother, instead of sending her to the work-
house. She who spends her heart and money
on a drunken father and reckless brother, on
the orphans of a kinsman or a friend. She
who—but why go on with the long list of
great little heroisms with which a clergyman
comes in contact daily? And it is one of
the most ennobling privileges of a clergyman’s
high calling that he does.come in contact
with them.”

These words show how Kingsley, whose mind
was always intellectually active, could find
amongst the poor much to admire, and could
see in their lives a beauty that minds less
cultivated and less poetical would. fail to see.
How much is the work of the district visitor,
as well as that of the clergyman, lightened if
he sees with Kingsley’'s eyes. For fatigue
does accompany this work. The visitor has
not angel’'s wings to carry him up those oft-
trodden three pair of stairs. If he has the
sympathy which will make his work welcome,
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he will also have the tender heart that will
be wounded by the suffering he sees. If he
is ever ready to -give his help to those who
need it, he will be chilled by the ingratitude
of those he has befriended. Though he has
perseverance, he will still be often dispirited
by his unavailing efforts to lift up the sufferer
and the sinful. In these moments such thoughts
as those we read of by Kingsley will give him
new vigour and strength for the never-ending
battle of life, whether in himself or in others.

And surely writers both of prose and poetry,
painters also, have all taught us in their different
way, sympathy for the poor. Who that has
read of Oliver Twist, of Little Nell, Poor
Joe and the Marchioness will not have seen
again among the London poor scenes such as
Dickens describes so tenderly and pathetically ?

Have we not all felt the truth of these
words of Hood ?—

¢ Work—work—work !
Thy labour never flags ;
And what are its wages? A bed of straw,
A crust of bread—and rags.
F
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That shattered roof—and this naked floor,

A table—a broken chair—

And a wall so blank, my shadow I thank

For sometimes falling there !
Work—work—work

In the dull December night,

And work—work—work

When the weather is warm and bright.

Oh ! but to breathe the breath

Of the cowslip and primrose sweet,

With the sky above my head

And the grass beneath my feet,

For only one short hour

To feel as I used to feel

Before I knew the woes of want

And the walk that cost a meal.”

The visitor to the poor in London must often
have seen such scenes. Perhaps the shirt is
being stitched as Hood describes it; perhaps
the restless wheel of the sewing-machine is for
ever in movement, which may be making the
dainty linen for the lady or sometimes the
heavy coat for the policeman, work which the
needlewoman is thankful to get, and for which
she gets paid two-and-sixpence a coat, finding
her own thread. But whatever the sewing may
be, we have all seen the wearying, monotonous
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driving work of the poor sempstress. And the
longing which the poet expresses of seeing once
more the cowslip and the primrose is a most
real and passionate desire of many an over-
worked Londoner. Never have I heard an
expression of envy over my better fortune in
the wheel of life but when I have said to any
of my poor friends that I was going into the
country; then generally they will break out
into longings to leave their dismal streets and-
see nature in her beauty.

Painters, as well as poets, may reveal to us
the pathetic beauty to be found in the lives of
the poor. Does not the stone-breaker of Brett,
whom we see dying by his heap of stones
on the road-side, give us a glimpse into the
sorrowful weariness of the worn-out labourer? .
If we have never been struck with the beauty
of the village children dancing home from
school, will not Mason's pictures reveal to us
that beauty, and make us love those boys
and girls who seem so happy in their joyous
innocence? Do not all these pictures, poems,

F 2
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and tales teach us that there is much beauty
as well as sadness in the suffering lives of the
poor?

As in looking into a small pool of water
remaining in the gutter of the dirtiest court,
after a heavy shower of rain, we may see re-
flected the clear blue sky and the fleecy white
cloud, so may we see amongst the poorest and
the most suffering the reflection of Divine love
and of Divine endurance. These sights may
be hidden from the eyes of some; if so, let
them cultivate their minds by literature and
art, and they will lighten their own work and
bring brightness to the homes they visit.

And will my redders think with me that
there is poetry in the story of Thomas Wright ?
They would find him in a low-roofed room of
a London house, the walls are covered with
dirty paper, the ceiling seems never to have
been whitewashed. On the bed has lain for
seven years a poor woman, so disfigured
that none will look on her willingly a second
time. And why is she here? Because she
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has an old husband and a strong son, who |,
love her tenderly. Often has the relieving
officer offered to take her into the Infirmary;
but no, the young man, who is past thirty, says
he will never tire of working for his mother.
For her sake he has never married. He and
his father sit all day together at their bench
sewing and stitching away at the boots which
bring them their daily food, and the few com-
forts they can get for the sick woman. For her
sake the son cultivates a few plants; outside
the window, so that the breeze may be scented
as it comes to her lying on her poor bed. The
father is past seventy, so that he earns but
little; the son works early and late, for he
wants all he can get to keep himself, his father,
and his mother. His rent is four-and-sixpence
a week, and he pays a neighbour to come in
every day to make his mother’s bed. The bed
is as nice and clean as it is possible for them to
keep it. The neighbours tell me that Thomas .
will work hard till ten, and then he will go out
and walk up and down the street smoking the
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pipe which he has denied himself before. If
you speak to him of his mother, he says simply
that he will work and work for her, for he could
not bear to think of her being in the workhouse
away from him. To me this seems a long-
enduring devotion that few sons in comfortable
homes equal or surpass.

A love as deep and tender as Thomas
Wright's was that of William Brown for his
sister Nelly. She was a bright pleasant girl, a
waistcoat-maker by trade. William is a carpen-
" ter, and they lived at home with their parents
and a younger brother. One summer, Ellen
and her eldest brother had both been ill. They
were sent to the country to get up their strength,
and lodged in a cottage in Berkshire; most of
the expenses being paid by William, through
a loan. The beauty of the country so charmed
the girl that two years after this visit, having
saved up through the year a little money, she
went down again with her younger brother to
spend a fortnight at the same place.

They lodged with an old widow who lived in
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part of a lonely old manor-house of historical
interest, for there had lived Belinda, and we
can still see the library where Pope spent many
days with his friend.

This large house was built in the time of
Henry I., and as you face it you can count
seventeen gables and many latticed windows :
the architecture is of no particular time—it was
restored, as the date on the water pipe tells us,
in 1664. Behind the house is a broad terrace, and
below is the garden, to which you can descend
by a broad flight of stone steps. Beyond, you see
fields and woods, and close by are a succession
of fish ponds which we find so often near old
houses. Besides the memory of Pope and
Belinda which invests with interest this old
Court, there is the story told of the beautiful
lady who crawled on her knees for a mile to this
house, to obtain from her husband a grant of
bread for all the poor around.

These and many other stories connected with
the old manor-house, were told to Ellen, so
that in addition to the real enjoyment of the
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country life she had the romantic interest of by-
gone days—a new feeling to the poor London girl.
. The old widow with whom she lodged has
told me how Nelly would be out as early as
four in the morning, anxious to hear the birds
in their first outburst of rapturous song. She
would come back for breakfast at eight, often
bringing with her branches of wild roses that
she gathered from the hedges. She would go
out again till midday, wandering over . the
commons brilliant with the yellow gorse and
broom, through the endless fir woods, or the
lovely meadows, then so rich with many flowers.
Sometimes she would lie down under the shady

trees listening to the lark as—

‘¢ Higher still and higher
From the earth thou springest,
Like a cloud of fire ;
The blue deep thou wingest,
And singing still dost soar, and soaring ever singest.”

She told me that these days were to her days
of the greatest happiness, and any of us who
love the country can we not imagine what an
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exquisite delight it was to the poor waistcoat-
maker, who had never before left the dark and
dirty streets of London with all their bustle,
their misery of poverty, their angry voices, their
never-ceasing oaths falling always on the ear
of the passer-by, to have left all this behind
her, and to find herself alone with Nature—with
the clear blue sky above her and feeling the soft
and fragrant air, and hearing nothing but the
hum of the insect or the song of the bird ?

Ellen had not had much schooling, but she
could read, and she had many books whilst in
the country from the village library. The litera-
ture of the poor is often confined to the Bible
and the hymn-book; with these they become
familiar in their Sunday services, and what can
more beautifully express their thoughts, their
adoration, and their love than the Psalms or
many of the hymns? Of an evening, Ellen
often sat under an old haunted oak that was
near the manor-house. The evening hymn
she had so often sung at church was to be
fulfilled in her case.
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‘ As now the sun’s declining rays
At eventide descend,
So life’s brief day is sinking down
To its appointed end.”

And as after the sun had sunk below the
horizon, we see the brilliant after-glow, so
after Ellen’s brief day was over, a peace and
holiness illumined the lives of those who had
loved her in her own home.

She went back to London happy with the
thoughts of these bright days, but, alas! she
carried with her the seeds of a fatal illness.
I saw her in the autumn. She could no longer
work, and was under a doctor’s care. I was
sure from what I heard, that she was not being
properly treated, and I urged upon her to go
to some hospital. At last she did so; but too
late had she delayed, for when she showed her
prescriptions to the doctor, she was told that
there was nothing in them to do her good.
Peppermint was the principal ingredient, and
the poor father had thought how clever the
doctor must be; the medicines had been
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changed so often, and each bottle had cost
him two-and-sixpence.

Ellen was admitted at once to the hospital
after being examined, and there she remained
for five months, undergoing seven operations,
all without chloroform by her own request.

She had by her courage and patience en-
deared herself to all; the doctors praised her,
and sent her presents from their homes; and
the good and skilful All Saints’ Sisters who
nurse at University College Hospital said that
Ellen's cheerfulness and quiet endurance of
pain and suffering had made all in the ward
love her.

She would tell them how she longed to get
well to be again with those she loved so dearly
at home, and to see once more those green
pastures she had so joyed to wander through
during that happy time in Berkshire. But it
was not to be. She had got a disease so un-
common in England, though common in Ice-
land, that when the hundred students were
round her bed hearing the lecture upon her
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case, Ellen heard the doctor say that this was
the third known case in England—the first one
recorded, being fourteen years ago, so that par-
ticular attention was to be paid to this case
of hydatids.

But all the skill of the surgeon and the
perfect nursing were unavailing. She had
whilst in the country eaten unwashed water-
cress at the wrong season; the hydatids had
been left in her too long, and though she was
frequently operated upon, they continued breed-
ing again and again, till she died last June.
During all that time her mother went every day
to the hospital : and as soon as the brother was
allowed, he also would be there daily when his
work was over—often only able to sit and look
at her, whilst tenderly holding her hand.

The day after she had died, I was in his house,
and I saw William, who had just come in from
his work ; he showed me, wrapped carefully in
silver paper, a beautiful cross of fresh white
flowers, and, with a voice broken with sobs, he
said to me, “ The woman at the shop where I
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have been getting Nelly’s flowers gave me this
as a present to-day to lay upon her. She said
I had bought so many flowers, she would give
me the last I should want for her.” And true
enough, he had seldom gone to see his sister
without taking her some few flowers that she
loved so much.

She was his one thought during these long
months. Once as I came in I found him look-
ing at a letter, and he quickly said: “I am so
glad you have looked in, for I had written to
that good clergyman who had come to see me
when I was ill to ask him to go and see Nelly,
and then I did not know where to find him:
now you will send him this letter.” The
clergyman had left the parish "and gone to
one some way off, but he got the letter, and
went at once to the hospital to see Nelly.
She was so glad to see him that he went to
her often. He taught her, comforted her, and
she had the happiness of receiving for the
first time the Holy Communion.

The brother used often to tell me how grate-
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ful he was to the clergyman who had done so
much for his dear Nelly. He knew that he
had not followed out all that he had been
taught when he had been ill; but it would be
different now. And the father, mother, and
brother could not say enough of the gratitude
they felt to one who had so much helped to
make their beloved one suffer patiently, and
die peacefully.

It is now.many months since she died.
William never misses going to the distant
church of his friend, for which he has him-
self made a handsome carved reading-desk,
and a Litany stool; and on Easter Sunday he
arrived unexpectedly at seven in the morning
with his arms full of flowers to decorate the
church.

But these stories would never end. I could
tell of the boy of fifteen whose mother has died
of drink, after, when partially drunk, over-laying
two of her babies at different times. The
father never comes home till late, and is often

drunk. The sister Eugenia, who is seventeen,
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might have done something for the home, but
says she cannot “get on with father,” and has
taken lodgings; but Louis will hurry home
from his work to see to the two little girls
who are shivering at home, often without fire;
and he will tend them as carefully as could
any mother.

Let us go up a dark and winding staircase,
and there, high up, overlooking the roof, you
will see a tailor sitting all day at his window
cross-legged on his bench. He is always stitch-
ing at his work; and often you will see beside
him the little child asleep, it has crept up to
be near the father it loves so passionately.
He is a Cumberland man, and in all the weary
toil of his London life he will often turn his
thoughts to those blue fells, and those breezy
moors which he has left for ever. In another
room, smaller and more crbwded, you may hear
of the little boy who gets up of a cold winter’s
morning, long before his brothers and sisters
are awake, to light the fire, so that “father should
have a warm cup of tea in bed.” The father
is good and loving to his children; he works
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at home, with his eldest son of nineteen, at
bootmaking. In this same room lives his wife,
a girl of fourteen, and three little boys. The
room is small, the ceiling is never white-washed,
the walls have dirty paper, but within it, there
is a wealth of love, springing from that little
Christopher to his ailing father.

But in these stories I have told, showmg how
much tender, self-denying, self-sacrificing love
there is amongst the poor, I have not mentioned
any between married people. We do not see such
striking instances of unselfish love between them
as of children for their parents; it would seem
as if the struggle for existence made that feeling
die out. But there are exceptions ; and one man
I knew, whose wife left him, was so miserable
that he tried to drown himself, and after being
brought to life again was taken to the hospital,
and such was his despair that at the first
moment he was left alone he jumped out of
the window, and was picked up dead. Another
man I know, whose wife had also left him, was
so broken by the misery of her loss, that from
being a respectable tradesman, he sank with his
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children to such a deplorable condition that a
neighbour came to ask me to interfere in their
behalf. But it was beyond my power to help
them ; the law alone may some day protect the
children, and rescue them from the degradation
of the father’s home.

I know a woman who was deserted by her
husband ; she was Scotch, and had a dogged de-
termination that would overcome all obstacles,
and so having determined to find her husband
she succeeded in doing so, though she travelled
for that purpose from Glasgow to London. Many
years ago her husband had left her in Scotland,
saying that as work was slack, he would come
up to London to look for it there, and that she
should follow him. She heard from him once
after he left her, but never again. For a while
she fretted and feared he had got into trouble,
but then she made up her mind to go to Lon-
don to look for him. She came up and went
to service, saying to herself that she skould see
him if he were yet in London, and true enough
after she had been three years in London she
saw him pass her one day in a dray carty

G
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She staggered at this sight for which she had
s0 long been craving, but before the cart rattled
away, she caught sight of the name of the
owner painted on a board. As soon as she
recovered herself she went into a stationer’s and
asked to be allowed to look at a Directory.
There she found the name she had read, and
the next time she had leave to go out she
journeyed down to Hammersmith. She' found
her husband, but he was not alone—her place
had been filled. Her love, she said, was now
turned to hatred, and her one desire was to
make him provide for her. He did so for a
time, but then went away to France, and for
many a year she had been alone in a strange
land.

In this chapter I have spoken of some of
“the great little heroisms” that Kingsley
alludes to, and should the reader not weary of
my tales, he will find many more such heroes
and heroines in the remaining pages, and will
agree I hope with me, when I say that a real
knowledge of the poor will make us admire, as
well as blame or pity them.



CHAPTER VL
WIDOWS AND PARISH RELIEF.

THERE is a great difference of opinion as to
whether out-door relief should be given or not,
and I used to think the poor would be better
without it. But now, knowing as I do, more of
the class of persons with whom able-bodied
respectable women would have to associate in
the workhouse, I am inclined to think that
widows of good character, who need help, should
have relief outside the house. They can obtain
it in this way ; they must first apply in person at
the House : the Relieving officer then visits the
and applicant, if the want is urgent, either in a
case of sickness or starvation, he may give what
he thinks necessary in the way of food, and

must mention this to the Guardians at the next
' G 2
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relief Board Meeting, and if the relief is to be
continued, the person relieved, or a relation,
must attend at the same meeting, to answer any
questions the Guardians may think proper to
put.

The opinion of the Relieving officer will be
taken to a great extent as to the fitness of the
case. It is rare for a Guardian to know any-
thing of the persons coming before him, or to
make inquiries for himself about them. Before
the year 1866, many of the West-End parishes,
such as St. James’s, St. George’s, St. Margaret’s,
and St. Pancras did not come under the working
of the Poor Law Act, of 1834. But in that
year 1866, a fresh Act was passed, which
brought them all under one law. Previously
the poor relief was ordered and administered
in the parish of St. James’s, by the Governors
and Directors who themselves visited all persons
requiring relief. \

Now there is an officer appointed for that
work, and few Guardians would think it their

business to verify the statement made to them
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by this official. The new system has its
advantages. Paid work is no doubt more
certain, punctual, and more efficient; but it
would be well if the Guardians were some-
times to visit those whom they relieve, so that
they should know what the homes of the poorest
are like, and also satisfy themselves that there is
no favouritism in the way the relief is given.

I can only speak of the Relieving officer in
the parish in which I visit, and I can certainly
testify to the efficiency of his work. I have
heard of him repeatedly from many persons I
have known in receipt of out-door relief, and all
who were deserving and respectable have spoken
of him to me as kind and considerate, whilst
the worthless and drunkards have told me of
his harshness, his cruelty and his injustice. These
different estimates of his character show that
he understands what his duty is, and fulfills it.

The relief given to a widow will be propor-
tionate to the number of the children she has to
maintain. It will be two shillings and sixpence,
three shillings, or sometimes four shillings a
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week, with two, three, and sometimes four
pounds of bread and meat. With this help and
with any work she can get,a widow may be
able to bring up her children in her own home
—teaching them the most valuable of all lessons,
self-dependence, and saving them from the taint
of pauperism,

The question whether relief should be given
to a widow or not must depend on her own
conduct. If she is given to intemperance in
the smallest degree, her children will be better
off in the district schools. I can mention
Mrs. Court as an instance of the hopelessness
of any permanent good being done to a woman,
either by the parish or by charity, if she ever
takes a glass too much. She was left a widow
with two children and one unborn. She worked
hard at a seed factory till the poor baby arrived.
She was helped through her confinement, and
for some time after by private charity and by
parish relief, and the latter was continued to
her for a year or two. She first tried charing;
but her enforced absence from her children
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was the ruin of them. She would often not
get home till eight or nine at night; the baby
she would leave with a neighbour, but the
little children of seven and eight were left
alone to find their own way to school. Often
she would come home at night, and find the
sickly boy sitting crying on the doorstep, whilst
his sister Katie was amusing herself about
the streets, learning, as may be guessed, nothing
but evil.

Hoping to make Mrs. Court’s condition
better, and to give her work that she could
do at home, and so look after her children,
a mangle was got for her. But here things
did not do much better: she was of an easy
nature and she often had her room full of
idle, gossiping women, and sometimes she
would drink more than was good for her.
Katie came to such fearful trouble that on
her case being represented to the Committee
of the National Orphan Home she was
at once admitted. The boy became more
sickly, and finally the mangle broke. There
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was no money to mend it, no friend at hand
to apply to, and whilst Mrs. Court was out
one day, one of her familiar gossips sold the
mangle for eighteen-pence,—the mangle for
which two pounds ten had been given.

Mrs. Court has left the parish and I have
seen no more of her. She was a well-meaning
woman and had known comfort and ease.
Before her marriage she had been a nurse in
a gentleman’s family, but the bpattle was too
hard, and she had given in. Servants little
know to what misery they may be brought
by improvident marriages. I know a pretty
delicate woman who was once a lady’s maid.
She was an orphan and had married a hand-
some young painter: he became sick, he was
in no club and had no savings, and to such
straits was she put that she told me she has
many times gone out at night to sell matches
in the street to get bread for her children.

But to return to the use of out-door relief.
Mrs. Blossom was left on her husband’s death

with six children,—the eldest eleven years old.
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Her husband, a most respectable man, had
been ill for two years with an internal com-
plaint, of which he died in the Highgate
Infirmary. For a long time they had “lived

4

on their furniture, clothes, &c.,” and when I
first saw them, during the husband’s illness,
I was shown a jug full of pawn-tickets.

I would here say that the pawnshop appears
to me, to be a great boon to the poor. It
may encourage improvidence in some, no
doubt it does, but though a man has saved
money and put it by in the bank and belongs
to a club, he may yet want ‘more after a long
illness, than he can get from either of these
sources, and the power of leaving his goods
in pledge to be redeemed in better times,
seems to me a great benefit. The interest
is enormous—35d. in the pound for every month ;
but private charity is uncertain and the pawn-
broker is always at hand, and accessible to all.
When death terminates a long illness and
there is no chance of ever redeeming the
goods, the pawn-tickets will be sold to neigh-
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bours, who make a good bargain by this
transaction.

Mrs. Blossom was left, as I said, with six
children, but the baby soon died from privation,
and a beautiful little girl of six fell down the
stairs whilst her mother was out at work,—had a
concussion of the brain and died in a week. The
eldest boy at eleven years old passed the fifth
standard, and in consequence he was allowed
by the School Board to go to work, promising
to attend a Night School. If he had not been
so forward in his learning he would have had
to remain at school till he was thirteen; as it
was, he got a place as errand boy and brought
back to his mother six shillings a week. With
his earnings, with her own washing and charing,
with parish relief of three shillings, three pounds
of bread, and three of meat a week, and with
the help of dinner tickets and of old clothes for
her children that I was able to give her, she
managed to struggle on, keeping her children
regularly at school till Ernest at ten was in the
fourth standard, and allowed to work half-time.
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The present to me of old clothes from many
of my friends, is a most valuable help, and it is
a gift which would be prized by all district
visitors. '

Mrs. Blossom’s youngest child, Laura, could
not walk at three, owing to rickets, and this
added to her difficulties ; but after four months
spent in the country, three at Clewer Con-
valescent Hospital,! and one at Mrs. Dalton’s
Cottage House,? Laura was able to walk. Tom,
the eldest boy, has lately gone as reader and
page to a distinguished scholar, who writes of
him, “I like the little boy much, he is a
gentleman.”

Here we see what the boy had got by the
careful bringing up of his parents, and by their
good example. Would he not probably have
lost that delicacy of feeling, that tact and punc-
tual attention to his duties which this praise
seems to imply, if he had become at eleven

years old an indoor pauper.

! St. Andrew’s Convalescent Hospital, Clewer,
2 Mrs. Dalton’s Cottage Home, Little Burstead, Essex.
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He would also not have had that honourable
feeling of independence which he got from
being able so young to bring home to his
mother the wages he was so proud of earning
for her. Thanks be to the discernment of the
Relieving officer or of the Guardians, whoever
it may be, who allowed Mrs. Blossom suffi-
cient relief to enable her to keep herself and
children out of the workhouse. And now,
after having received it for two years, she is
able, whilst thanking the Board for what they
have done, to say that she will try to get on
without further relief. She is a delicate woman,
but she has a strong spirit and a brave heart.
It is a delight to meet with such characters
and to be able to help them. For eight long
months she had walked daily to Finsbury -
Square, which is three miles from her home. She
was glad to clean offices there, being well paid
by six shillings a week for an hour’s work a day.

She feels much the fatigue of these six miles
walk, but she knows too well the difficulty of
finding work to give this up till she has some-
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thing else in view. However, the future is
brighter for her, as last Christmas she got from
the St. James’s Vestry the Le Quainter charity of
£15 which is given to former rate-payers of that
parish, in which Mr. Blossom had years ago
rented a house and shop. The charity was left
by Le Quainter, who died in the last century. He
was once nearly ruined and his goods taken for
the want of £20 : this sum a friend lent him. It
bore fruit so that Le Quainter on his death left
large sums to different charities, and amongst
others, this one which gives every year £15 to
twenty poor persons who are or have been
housekeepers in St. James’s parish. Mrs. Blossom
spent £2 for immediate wants, and gave me
the £13 to keep until she could meet with a
small business in her husband’s trade of port-

manteau-maker.
If a working man would belong to a

Friendly Society which not only would provide
for his own sickness and death; but also, as
in the Foresters’ Club, will give to his widow

an allowance for the first year of her widow-
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hood, there would be no need for her of parish
relief or of private chariiy. She would always
need sympathy and moral support from the
district visitor or the clergyman, but with her
own industry and her Club allowance she
would be independent. _

A widow who bravely made her way in the
world after losing a most devoted and attached
husband was Mary Welsh. I knew her first
when she and her husband were living very
happily in a small room, in a narrow court, with
two little children. John Welsh had been a
private in the Fusilier Guards; he was now a
shoemaker, and sat all day at his window soleing
and stitching. The army is dreaded by the
respectable working people as an employment
for their sons. A mother is in despair if she
hears that her -son has enlisted, or that her
daughter has engaged herself to marry a soldier ;
yet I have found that the working men who
have served in the army are vastly improved by
that service. To many it becomes the best
moral school of discipline that they could have.
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The scholar I have already alluded to, says
his page boy is a gentleman. I can well say
that Mary Welsh had all the qualities of a
lady. I have never met with more delicacy of
feeling, refinement of thought, and quick per-
ception of the feelings of others than in her.
She has the most gracious way of receiving
services rendered her, and of refusing gifts when
not needed. How much do we miss in English
people that quality, both in rich and poor, which
the Italians have so essentially of gracefully as
well as of gratefully receiving kindnesses.

After I had known the Welshs a year or two,
John became ill, and soon fell into a decline.
He was fifteen months off his work, and during
that time he received from his Club fourteen
shillings a week. Often has Mary refused any
assistance I offered her, saying she could quite
manage with the fourteen shillings a week and
her knitting, and she knew that there were many
I went to who were poorer than she was and
who wanted more help. It was only when I
‘brought her some jelly or pudding, that she
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could not make for herself, and that she knew
would tempt her sick husband that she would
then gratefully accept it.

Here, again, let me pause. and say how mis-
taken is that hard and fast line which says that
no charitable relief must be given at any time to
the poor. I heard lately of a message being sent
to a lady past seventy, who must have had some
experience of the world, and known that sym-
pathy goes for something in making life easier.
Well! the message, which came from one im-
bued with most rigid notions of political eco-
nomy was, that if anything more were given to
a certain poor woman, she would no longer be
allowed to remain in the house she was then
living in. The present that had been sent by
this kind-hearted friend was five shillings a week,
during the time the woman was laid up in her con-
finement. Thelady explained that the present
was sent because the poor woman had been her
housemaid, and not to encourage the occasional
drinking of the husband, but no such plea availed :
and the tenants had to leave the room. Do we
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not all know when we have the care of a sick
person, how gratefully we accept a dish from
another >—some friend whose cook is perhaps
better than our own, and who may please the
fastidious taste of the invalid. Are we not
made happier ourselves by the flowers our
friends will give us ? Are not the nosegays that
come from them, far sweeter than any we can
buy? Are not our lives made brighter by the
knowledge that we are often in their thoughts?

Why therefore should the poor be deprived
of the outcome of friendship which is such a
joy to ourselves. Let us not by visiting pauper-
ize them, giving indiscriminately weekly doles
of soup and meat tickets, supplying often the
want that would not exist but for the intemper-
ance and improvidence of the husband or wife.
But when this is not the case let us give
generously, as well as wisely.

And though Mary Welsh refused anything
from me but what would gratify the sick man’s
taste, she often told me how much he cared
for my visits. I left town for two months,

H
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and on my return found him much worse: he
was greatly troubled and distressed at the
thoughts of leaving his wife he loved so ten-
derly without a friend. For nine weeks she had
sat up night after night by his bedside, as he
could not get even a few moments sleep unless
his hand was in hers. Seeing his trouble, I one
day said to him, “ You need not trouble about
Mary, I will be a friend to her” From that
day she told me that all care passed from him, as
he trusted entirely to the promise I made him.
She has looked upon me since as a friend, and
adviser. in all things, from laying in a stock of
coals for the winter, to the rejection of well-to-do
suitors, who came time after time to ask her in
~marriage. For she is one of those women who,
in whatever station of life they may be, will be
loved with devotion and respect. She has a
quiet gentle manner, she seems ever in repose,
and calm, and yet through all this you perceive
the latent power, that will overcome the greatest
obstacles for the sake of love or duty.
And this woman endured much physically
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after the death of her husband. Though only
the wife of a shoe-maker, she had never worked
hard or undergone fatigue. Before she married,
she had been in service with a lady who had
valued her so much, that she had on dying left
her £50. After her marriage her husband, who
was a good workman, earned enough to leave
her nothing to do, but to care for him and
the children. She was perfect in his eyes,
everything she did was right. He would buy
her clothes, trinkets, any thing that he thought
would please her. He had been of that class so
often miscalled “rude and brutal soldiers,” and
yet he could find no pleasure in any amuse-
ment that she could not share with him. He
was as faithful to her in life as she has been
to him both in life and in death.

When a rich suitor came, who would with
joy have given her instead of a small foom
in a court, a comfortable home and a well-
furnished house, where instead of having to
do rough work which hardened her hands, she
would have sat at ease with a servant to work

- H 2
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for her, she refused it all, saying she loved
her dead husband too much to put any one in
his place. I daresay many who read this book
will doubt the truth of some of my stories,
—will say they are sensational and highly-
coloured. I can only repeat it that with the
exception of having changed the names of all
the persons I speak of, every word is true.
There is more poetry and romance, as I have
said, in the lives of the poor than any one
passing through those dirty streets, and looking
on the careworn and often joyless faces of the
inhabitants would imagine.

On Sundays, when her work was over, Mary;
Welsh would go out with her two little girls,
neatly and nicely dressed. Once she went to
hear Spurgeon, and next to her sat a lady,
who offered her a hymn book. This lending
of hymn books in church I have seen men-
tioned in a novel as an oft-recurring incident
that may lead to very important results. So it
was in this case, for as Mary left the chapel,
the lady began to talk to her, and seemed
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interested in her little girls, and asked them
all to come the following Sunday to tea
with her at Brixton. Mrs. Welsh accepted
the invitation. A friendship sprang up, and
from this time she and her children spent
many Sundays with her new friend.  She
met there a retired naval officer, who before
" long-wanted to marry her, but her heart was
still with her husband, and she would put
none in his place.

Another suitor was a man who owned two or
three houses, who had seen her in a friend’s
house after her marriage ; but from her pretty
face, and youthful appearance and being
spoken of always by her friends as a girl,
had not known she was married till he had
fallen in love with her. He then left off see-
ing her, and married a woman whom he said
was like her. She had died, and as soon as
he heard that Mary’s husband was also dead,
he had come to her and entreated to be allowed
to think of her and to hope for a favourable
answer at however distant a time, saying he
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had come thus early only because he feared
others might be before him. But his devotion
was unavailing.

Shall I be believed if I tell of a third suitor,
a German, whose acquaintance she also made
at a friend’s house, a tradesman and his wife,
who have been good friends to her, not giving
her anything, but counselling and encouraging
her. Well! this last suitor, anxious to win her
consent, sent her photograph to his parents
in Germany, and met from them with a ready
approval ; but her consent he has not yet got.
He has a property in Alsace that he has lately
inherited, and entreats her to share it with him
and to live in comfort on £1,500 a year; but
no, she still refuses! though she says that
perhaps when her little girls are grown up she
might think of it. And what is her daily toil
that she prefers to these riches as compared to
her poverty? Why, hard scrubbing, daily
walks to and fro to her work, often in wet and
cold, hastily-prepared meals, and a small room,
which she will not leave, for there she knew
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the greatest of all happiness—that of having a
devoted, loving husband.

On all these occasions she has come to ask
my advice. What it was I will not tell, and
should another district visitor be consulted in
a similar case, my experience would not help
them in such a difficult question. My inter-
course with Mrs. Welsh was that of friendship
fulfilling a death-bed promise. She had had a
provident husband and needed no assistance.

I have, in speaking of parish relief, re-
ferred hitherto only to the case of widows,
of the wisdom of relieving them outside the
workhouse, if they are well conducted, I have
no doubt; it saves the children from the con-
tamination of mixing with many idle and worth-
less persons, leaves them to the all-important
influence of a good mother, and fosters in them
independence of character.

" But with regard to the aged out-door paupers,
though I see what a boon it is to them to receive
their two and sixpence a week, their bread
and their meat, how when by doing a little
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work themselves, and helped by some charity,
they seem often to be happier in a small
garret than in the large halls of the work-
house ; still, if no aged person was to receive
out-door relief, more provisions would be made
for old age. Children would more generally
support their parents, and not endeavour
to shirk this duty. It seems hard to refuse
a little help to the old, and I would continue
it where it has been given, but put no new cases
of out-door relief for the aged on the Relieving
officers’ books, offering them instead the House
if they cannot keep themselves, or be kept by
their friends outside. There might be an
exception to this rule on rare occasions, for
instance, when the mother is dead, and the
grandmother is of use in bringing up a young
family, or when the old husband is permanently
afflicted, and the aged wife can yet work
for her bread. The parish relief should be, I
think, like private charity, bountiful when the
distress is from unforeseen illness, or from the
death of the father, and when there will be a
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chance, by giving continuously, of restoring a
man, woman, or family, to independence, the
condition that is to be desired for all the poor.

Let the district visitor be their friend, not
their enemy; which he would be, were he to
teach them to depend upon charity or on parish
relief,



CHAPTER VIIL
HOSPITALS AND INSTITUTIONS.

THERE are so many homes and institutions
in London, supported by the bountiful gifts
of the charitable, and they are so valuable
to the district visitor that I will mention
some the beneficial work of which I have
practically experienced, and whose worth I
have been able to test. The hospitals and
dispensaries are easy of access to the poor
who are so well treated there, that it is
almost impossible to make them see that they
should not be entirely dependent on charity
for their medical treatment; and I could not
convince them that they ought to belong to
provident dispensaries, as they can without
difficulty get orders, for them and also for
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hospitals, Even for confinements the poor can
easily obtain midwives’ orders from the lying-in
hospitals if they can but bring their marriage
certiﬁcate; and many women are attended from
these institutions, whose husbands are quite in a
position to pay a fee.

Formerly, many persons used to apply at the
workhouse for an order for a midwife, but
latterly, owing to the husbands being called
upon to pay the necessary fee, sometimes by
instalments of only a shilling a week, if poverty
is pleaded, there are fewer applications, and it
may be hoped, that in time the working man
will feel it a discredit to apply for parish relief
of this nature. If out-patients at hospitals were
uniformly made to pay something, however
trifling, it would be an advantage to them-
selves, and a help to the hospital, and those
who are really destitute would get an
order from the Relieving officer, for the parish
dispensary.

Many patients I have known have gone to
the new hospital, for women, in 222, Marylebone
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Road, where Mrs. Garrett Anderson, and other
women with medical degrees are the physicians.
There the out-patients pay sixpence the first
visit, and twopence each succeeding one, and
never has the slightest difficulty been made to
this payment. In the case of those who are
quite destitute, and unable to leave their homes,
the parish doctor will come if applied for
through the relieving officer, and I must say,
with regard to the one I am acquainted with,
that though his work is hard and unremunerative,
I hear him spoken of always by the poor he
visits, with extreme gratitude, both for his skill,
and for his unvarying kindness.

There is another form of medical relief called
the medical mission. It receives a good deal
of support, and at first I thought the com-
bined work of healing and teaching might
be successful ; but I do not find much spiritual
good resulting from it, and it is a great loss
of time to the poor woman to have to wait
an hour for her medicine whilst she is listening
to a religious discoutse. Besides it is a system



vIL] HOSPITALS AND INSTITUTIONS. 109

that is very likely to promote cant among
the patients.

Not only do the poor get their doctor
gratis, but they can be nursed without ' payment
from that admirable institution of nurses in
Bloomsbury Square, where ladies trained in
hospitals are sent out to the poor.

I have seen the practical working of these
nurses in several cases, and cannot sufficiently
express my admiration for the way in which
they attend on their patients. Two years ago
I often met one of them who was attending a
poor woman who lay for months in bed with
a tumour and with dropsy. Day after day this
lady came. There in a small room with the
door opening on to the court, have I often seen
her in the brown holland gown and black
bonnet with blue ribbons, the costume of these
nurses, washing and dressing the sores of her
charge. The sick woman lay on a bed which
nearly filled their one room, so that the nurse
could with difficulty pass by the husband, who
was always at his bench turning old shoes into

.
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new ones, that curious trade by which the
so-called “resurrectionist” produces shoes out-
wardly whole, but which soon fall to pieces.
The traveller to the Great Northern will see
samples of these “resurrections” in the endless
rows of shoes put out on the pavement in front
of many of the houses in Dudley Street.

The sick woman was too ill to be moved
to a hospital, the doctor said it might kill
her, and there she had to lie in all her
agonising pain and breathless nights for all
the spring and summer, soothed though
and comforted by the daily visits of the
nurse.

In another case I asked for a nurse to
attend on a poor woman with a gathering
who was quite alone with her infant; her
husband, a printer, having gone to Croydon
for work and she was to follow when they
could borrow money enough to move. The
nurse came here also daily, and seeing how
ill and suffering her patient was, told her not
to get up before she came in the morning
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when she would herself light the fire and
prepare the breakfast.

These nurses will always come to any one
they are told of who wants nursing if within
a radius of three miles from the central home,
and I cannot, as I said before, sufficiently praise
them. No hospital nurse has any work as
painful, and often disgusting and fatiguing as
that which is done by these good ladies, and:
certainly if they don’t preach and probe into
the souls of the sick, their actions must
preach for them. A hospital nurse will work
in clean well-ventilated wards with every
appliance at hand. What a contrast to the
dirty close rooms where these nurses have
to carry on their works of mercy! Should
any one long to nurse the sick and be unable
to do so, let him help this institution and he
will know that the work of nursing is being
well done. It has been much brought forward
by the Duke of Westminster, who seems
always foremost in trying to promote the
welfare of the working class, whether it be in
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nursing institutions, coffee palaces, drinking foun-
tains, or window gardening.

Before leaving the subject of the sick, I
must mention Convalescent Hospitals. They
are considered of such importance to the
hospital patients that some have their own
convalescent home, as for instance St. George’s,
and St. Bartholomew’s, and the Hospital for
Children in Ormond Street, and no doubt
many others. But many of the poor are ill
in their own houses, and are not hospital
patients and these cannot shake off their weak-
‘ness till they have had fresh country air.

I know much of the great benefit that is
derived from these hospitals, as I have for three
years had the advantage of being able to send
patients to the Eastbourne All Saints’ and to
the St. Andrew’s Clewer Convalescent Hospitals.
In each of these the nursing is done by Sisters
of the two different orders.

Two permanent beds are given to me by a
most generous friend, who, by her great liberality
has given a fresh start in life to many a man,
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woman, and child. In looking over the list of
patients I keep for her, I see amongst the fifty
I have. sent many who, but for her help, would
not have regained their health and power of
earning a living. In the close rooms, and with
the insufficient food, they have at home, the
'sick poor cannot regain any vigour. Many a
sick person comes back not only cured in body
but also in spirit by the loving, tender, skilful
care of these good Sisters.

In this one respect the poor are better off
than the rich, for they are nursed by ladies who
have besides their own natural refinement and
education, trained and practised skill, and a
religious feeling which makes their labour one
of love. Amongst the patients I have sent, I
will mention Kate. She was a tall pretty girl
of sixteen, an envelope folder, where machinery
was not used and where she sat all day from
nine to seven folding envelopes, sometimes ac-
complishing as many as 6,000 in a day, getting
for that work nine shillings a week. - This
wearying work, for ever bending over the table

I
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in one position, was so hurtful to her that she
fell ill and was near dying. As soon as she
was fit to travel she went to Eastbourme, and
spent six weeks there coming back bright and
strong. I had to insist on her not returning, as
she intended doing, to the same occupation.
The doctor had forbidden her to follow it any
more, but, with the usual helplessness of the
poor, she said she saw no other means of
earning a living. She is now learning millin-
ery, a light employment that will not injure
her health.

There was another woman I sent, who, but
for a London Hospital, would have died, and
but for Eastbourne Convalescent Hospital would
have been unable to go to work again. Mary
Porter has a sick husband at home, so on her
falls the responsibility of earning enough to
keep herself, husband, and children, with the
assistance of what is earned by two boys at
home. For two years she has worked at a large
preserving manufactory (not Crosse and Black-
well’'s) and she has been thankful to secure two
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shillings a day. But the labour is hard for a
woman who has never before done rough work.
She was in comfortable circumstances before her
marriage—the daughter of a publican. Her
husband earned good wages, and all went well
till he fell through an open trap into a cellar
and injured his leg.

For a year he received ten shillings a week
from his employers, and from his club ten more.
With this he was comfortable, but the leg got
no better, nor will it ever be cured; and of
course he could not be helped permanently,
so the brave wife has pickled, preserved, and
helped to load carts, and so kept the home to-
gether. The hard work that this woman has
undergone is wonderful. She has often been
employed with four others to carry eighty jars
of two gallons weight up two flights of stairs;
at other times they have had to unload from
carts and carry a long distance two hundred
large sugar loaves, called “ tiddlers,” or have had
to carry upstairs 18 Ib.-pots of preserves. With
this work she grew thinner and weaker month

I2
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by month, till at last she had such an attack of
hazmorrhage that she was taken to the hospital,
and was not expected to live. However, the
good care, quiet, and food she got there enabled
her to come out alive,—but a pale shadow that
could not have pickled and preserved. Then
came into operation the health-giving effect of
the sea-air, the excellent food, and the good
nursing of the Eastbourne Convalescent Hospital.
She was there four weeks, and is now again,
pickling, preserving, and loading.

Another case was Phceebe Painter: she was
not ill from hard work, but from overcrowding.
Her parents are dead, and she is the eldest of
the family,—having two brothers of eighteen and
sixteen and a sister of twenty, who all live at
home and work out. They have two rooms :
one is a kitchen, where they may not sleep—
the law fortunately forbids that, as it is under-
ground, without a sufficient area; but the bed-
room of the four contains two beds, leaving
barely space enough to pass up from the door to
the fireplace, and here Pheebe may sometimes
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have to sit for days too ill to move, She has
a heart complaint, and must often pass long
nights propped up in bed. She is a skilful em-
broideress, a gentle and quiet girl. Last year,
she went to Clewer and spent six weeks there’
in the summer, sitting out with her work in that
lovely garden, and came home strengthened.
Working boys I have sent, who were getting
weaker and weaker without any apparent cause,
and falling off from their work; but this is
often only the result of the unhealthy houses,
the poor food, and the long hours of work. In
three cases I have sent boys in this condition
to the Convalescent Hospital, and it has no
doubt prevented the debility attacking some
organ which might have proved fatal, and the
country air has enabled them to come back to
do their work briskly and cheerfully. Besides
these two beautiful hospitals, that appear like
Paradise to the patients, I have sent many
children to Mrs. Dalton’s Cottage Home at
Little Burstead in Essex. This kind lady takes
in four children at a time from London hospitals
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and keeps them there a month. The little ones
run about all day in the fields, and come back
rosy and fat.

When there was fever in the hospital and no
children could be sent to her, or from whatever
cause there may have been a vacancy, I have
had a letter from Mrs. Dalton saying I might
send two sick children to her in a day or two,
and so many suffering little ones are there at
all times, that I have thankfully accepted the
kind offer and sent some down.

There are many Homes of various kinds
that the district visitor should know of for
the different wants of the poor. There is the
Home in 19, Pratt Street, Lambeth, that I have
mentioned in the case of Jenny Ash, in connec-
tion with the Refuge and Reformatory Union ;
and none who want to shelter any poor home-
less girl can do better than take her to Mrs.
Williams ; there she will be seen by the ladies
looking after this house, and be sent to Streatham
or any other place suited to the girl’s case.

Another kind of home in connection with this
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Union is the small house where the good woman
who lives in it is a missionary, who wanders
about the town seeking whom she can rescue
and bring back to a haven of safety. There are
about eight of these small Homes in London,
which are meant for the temporary reception of
three or four women at a time. I found the gréat
use of one of these in the case of Sarah Pinch,
-a poor girl of sixteen. I had observed her for
some time sitting always by the fire in a room
where I often went to look after a sick child,
whose mother was sometimes out at work, and
I would then speak to Sarah; but she seemed
stupefied and would hardly answer me. At last
I inquired about her, and found out that her
mother, who was a drunken costermonger, had
three weeks ago turned the girl out of her room,
after beating her very cruelly; and that since
then she had not been allowed to return to it.
During that time the girl had slept on the stair-
case of the house where her mother lived, and
the neighbours, who were sorry for her, had
given her scraps of food. During the day the
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kind woman in whose room I found her, had let
her sit by the fire, but she was anxious that
the mother should not hear of this act of charity,
on her part, as she was known to be a violent,
fighting woman.

The girl appeared morose, sullen, and angry.
Could I wonder at this? I tried, by speaking
kindly, to have some effect upon her, and I
offered to take her away with me to a Home.
It was some days before she made up her mind
to accept my offer, but did so at last. The kind
friend gave her an old shawl, and I got her a
hat, and we sallied forth when we knew the
mother was safe at her fruit stall. I took her to
Mrs. Cappin, who had one of these small Homes
I have described. After spending three days
there, she went to 11, Powis Place, Great Ormond
Street, a Home for Friendless Girls, and there
she remained a year, giving but little trouble
considering that by her swearing and violence,
she had been the terror of the children in her
own neighbourhood, her mother’s only lessons
having been those of evil. After a time, Sarah
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seemed improving, and was glad to see me,
and anxious to do better; but a year is too
short a time to iradicate so much wickedness.

The Home in Powis Place is very well
managed by a committee of ladies, but unfor-
tunately, Sarah was soon past the age at
which the girls are allowed to remain there.
A place was found for her in service. She
did well for a year, then left, and after various
changes and much trouble taken about her,
she returned to some relation in a low court
about the Dials. She had no longer the
wish to reform, and is now lost in the whirl-
pool of those parts.

I have already mentioned the Home in Char-
lotte Street, to which Libbie went. A most
perfect home, with a matron, Mrs. Pearson, who
is also the mother, the friend, and the adviser
of these poor girls. The management of this
Home is also in the hands of a committee ;
but the chief care devolves on Miss Bell, the
sister of W. Bell, who has brought to such per-
fection the Home for Boys, in Regent’s Park.
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Latterly, a house has been taken for six weeks
each summer, by the sea-side, and all the girls
have gone there in three relays, improving
their health, strength, and diminishing their
consumption of cod-liver oil at home.

Another Home of the same nature, of which
I also experienced the benefit, is Lady Agnes
Wood’s School in Devonshire, where she takes
in twenty-five girls, for a payment each of £8,
or £10 a year, according to the age of the girl.
An orphan went there from the Dials, and she
has turned out a good servant, and a most
accomplished needlewoman. This little girl was
left on her mother’s death with three brothers,
whose care for her was not to be depended on,
for when she travelled down to Devonshire she
was disfigured with a tremendous black eye,
given to her by one of her brothers. This Home
has all the picturesque beauty of the neigh-
bourhood of Powderham Castle, and the little
girls have the pleasure of walking every Sunday,
through the beautiful park to the church, neatly
dressed in brown stuff frocks and red cloaks.
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One more Home for girls I shall mention, as
I was a long time before I found what I wanted
for the peculiar case of Rose Burney. Children
are often brought before the magistrate by their
parents, saying they cannot keep them from
stealing, and asking him to punish them. The
magistrate is the adviser, as well as the judge,
of many a poor man and woman, and from
many magistrates will the sufferer get a
sympathetic hearing.

Rose Burney was a pretty child of eleven, and
had she not had a good and careful mother,
might have appeared some day in the police-
court, bringing disgrace into the home of a
respectable working man, and casting a slur on
the reputation of the sisters who were already
started in a position of life, where the character
of the relations was of great importance. Rose
had been detected in stealing pennies from her
mother, her brothers, and sisters, at different
times. She had been sent to borrow a dish from
a poor widow, and had stolen some halfpence
there. She was accused, though it could not be
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proved, of stealing some more pennies from
her teacher’s desk.

The mother was in despair, and told me she
would do anything to cure the child. She had
tried all means she could think of; she had
beaten her, kept her short of food, giving it to
her apart from the others, and had not allowed
her to leave the house for three weeks at a time;
but the child was always repeating the same
offence. If sent with sixpence, for a certain sort
of potatoes, she would bring back some that
cost fourpence, spending the remainder for
herself. And she stole this money always for
the same purpose,—for sweets, for ices, for
sherbet, for stewed eels, and .for many other
delicacies that are temptingly exposed on
barrows, or in shop windows.

It was very long before I found a place to
send her to; but I wish to say how admirable
a Home for that purpose is the School of
Discipline, Queen’s Road, Chelsea. Here Rose
stayed for two years, her mother taking in extra
washing to be able to pay regularly the four
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shillings a week, for which the Committee con-
sented to take in Rose. She has now come
home quite cured of her evil propensity, having
been trusted at school with money; and her
mother is satisfied as to the good principles
her child now has, and is very grateful to
the School of Discipline.

I have hitherto spoken only of Homes for
Girls. I will now tell of two for boys, which
are most efficient in the work they do, and
admirably managed by committees of gentle-
men. The Newport Market Industrial School
consists of sixty boys from the ages of ten to
fourteen. The Superintendent, Mr. Ramsden,
was a sergeant in the 16th Regiment, and
~ knows how to maintain strict discipline. The
boys have regular drill and are taught music
by a band-master. Twenty were sent last year
into military bands, and there are upwards of
110 boys from this school now in different regi-
ments. Those who have no musical talent are
placed either in service or at trades. There is a

resident school-master; six hours a day are given
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to school and industrial work and instrumental
practice. They have out-door exercise every
day, and anyone living in the West End may
often see this small regiment of boys marching
briskly through the parks. They are dressed
in fustian trousers, blue serge jerseys, and dark
blue felt caps. They do all the industrial
work of their school,—they scrub the floors,
help to cook the dinner, and make their
beds.

A look at the dormitory will show with what
cleanliness and neatness their work is done.
They have small iron beds, and in the daytime
the sheets and the red blankets and blue coun-
terpanes are tightly rolled up at the head of the
bed, giving a most cheerful effect to the large
room. The good work this school does can
be shown by the excellent behaviour of the
boys after they have left, and the position in
life that many of them now occupy. So con-
vinced are the boys of the real interest the
Superintendent, Mr., Ramsden, takes in their
welfare, that he is constantly receiving visits



viIL] HOSPITALS AND INSTITUTIONS. 127

from old boys, or letters to tell him how they
are getting on.

I once got the committee to take in a poor
half-starved boy of eleven. His father had lately
died at the hospital, after an illness of some
months. The widow was a helpless woman, and
got cheated by a man who had worked for her
husband, who was a shoe-maker. She was a
tailoress. I helped her very much for some
time and got her work, and she might have
done well had she not taken to drink.

The poor little boy, who looked as if he would
never grdw up, was taken from this miserable
home into the Newport Market School; there
he was for two years, till he one day absconded,
and it was supposed his mother had wiled him
away, and we heard no more of Toms or his
mother. I was speaking to the Superintendent
about this boy when he left, and said how dis-
heartening it was to feel that all the teaching
and training would be lost upon him, from his
having returned to a drunken mother, to be
dragged down into misery. Mr. Ramsden



128 WORK ABOUT THE FIVE DIALS. [CHAP.

said, “I never despair; we find that these
boys will often return to us years later, and
say that they owe all they have to the teach-
ing and care they received here.”

These words, spoken five years ago, I found
true a few weeks back. I was told that a
young man called Toms wanted to see me.
The wretched little boy had grown into a re-
spectable 'looking, well-dressed young man,
He told me that he had come up to town for
a night from Brighton, where he was earning
eighteen shillings a week as an improver in
tailoring, and in another year would get much
higher wages. He had been to see the Super-
intendent of his former school, to tell him how
well he was getting on, and on asking for me,
Mr. Ramsden had bid him call, as he knew I
should be glad to see his improvement.

After leaving the school Toms had lived in
wretchedness with his mother for a year, till she
died ; he had then got work under a tailor in
London ; but two years ago, he felt he was
getting mixed up with bad companions, so he
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went off to Brighton where he knew no one.
He said to me, “Brighton is as bad a place
as London, but there I only know two chaps
in all the town.” He spoke with gratitude of
the school, and said he went every Sunday to
church, and had improved himself in reading.
What better proof can we have of the effi-
ciency of a school than when the teaching will
bring forth such fruit years after?

As I have said, there are many romantic
stories to be met with amongst the poor. A very
sad one was that of Julian Pruyn ; his mother
had been governess, and had left him, when a
baby, in the care of a respectable old couple
at Richmond. She had gone abroad with his
fe}ther, a Scotch gentleman, and the last that was
heard of them was, that they had both thrown
themselves together into the Lake of Garda.
When this came to the knowledge of the old
couple, they had got to love the little child and
kept him with them as their own ; but when the
old man died, the widow could no longer support
the boy, and hearing of this Home, she brought

X
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him to it, and he was admitted. He is now
in America, having gone there as page to a
lady I know.

The other Home I would mention is St.
Andrew’s Home for Working Boys in Dean
Street. Its object is to provide a respectable
Home for boys from thirteen to eighteen, who
have no parents and who would be exposed,
like poor Toms, to the dangers of bad com-

panions,

¢ Who quit a world where strong tempfations try,
And since ’tis hard to combat, learn to fly.”

In two cases boys have been admitted on my
recommendation : one, George Mahoney, whose
grandmother had brought him up, and had asked
me on her death-bed to look after the boy. He
was apprenticed to a first-class cabinet-maker :
went at once into the Hdme, where he stayed
till he was over eighteen years of age; being a
well-conducted, steady boy. The other boy I
got in was one I shall refer to later as having
been at the night-school.
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Another romantic story is connected with this
Home. A boy of fifteen'had been there a year
and a half, when it came to the knowledge of
one of the committee that Arthur was the son
of a gentleman. His father, of a well-known
Irish family, had placed him in a school at
Hampstead, and two years after had left Eng-
land, it was supposed, with a lady, and no more
was heard of him. Arthur's mother died, and
the schoolmaster kept the boy for some months,
whilst receiving no payment for him; then see-
ing no chance of any friends appearing, he
brought the boy to London, found him a place
with a jeweller, and put him into this Home.
The boy never said where he came from, and
made no friends amongst his companions ; he
was looked upon as a strange, curious-tempered
lad by the managers, and was nicknamed
“gentleman Arthur ” by the boys in the Home.
Strange to say, six weeks after he had been
left in Dean Street the schoolmaster who
brought him there died, and there was no link
connecting him with his former life apparent

K 2
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to those in the Home. But often on a Sunday
the boy went up to Hampstead to a gentle-
man he had known there, so keeping up with
his former associates unknown to his present
ones. He has now left the St. Andrew’s
Home, and is in a better position of life,
where he will probably do well.

A night-school is provided for these boys
three times a week, they have a boat on the
river, and several times I have been rowed up to
Kew in the Merry Andrew. Three of the gentle-
men composing the Committee of Management
are more particularly occupied with the boys,
visiting the Home daily, and on Sundays taking
them to church, marking down their names at
dinner on that day, and noticing very particu-
larly any untidiness of dress, or want of clean-
liness. At the three spring and summer Bank
holidays they take the boys on some excursion,
lasting from mid-day Saturday to Monday night.
Sometimes they will row up the river, leaving
their boat each succeeding Saturday for two or
three weeks some miles higher up the river, and
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finally rowing down the last time from Windsor
or Hampton Court. They have also gone by
train to Margate and to Hayling Island, boys
and gentlemen sleeping in a barn for two nights,
and spending the day in bathing repeatedly in
the sea. Inthe winter they get up acting for St.
Andrew’s Day, and most amusing plays have
been performed very effectively by them. The
work these gentlemen do for the boys is most
excellent, teaching them to be manly and self-
dependent, and their refining influence can be
seen by the good manners of the boys. As for
the details of management, the payments of the
boys, &c., I need not go into them, for anyone
who is interested in it should go and see for
himself the way the Home in 71, Dean Street
is managed.

In order to show the working of the different
societies for relief, I will take the case of
Mrs. Malcolm and her family. She has had
a sick husband unable to work for nearly two
years, and for ten months she lived upon
needlework and on the pawnbroker.
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Malcolm had been a gun-maker; when he
married he was at Enfield earning four or five
pounds a week. These wages are very high,
but after an order is completed there may be
two or three months when the men are with-
out work, and the savings must then be largely
drawn upon. Malcolm was a saving man, and
they led a happy, comfortable life; he had
enough to keep his wife and children well
and also to lay by. She had never done her
own washing before his illness came on, and
always had a girl to mind the baby, which
gives an idea of the comfort they lived in.

From Enfield they went to Birmingham and
after nine years of marriage his rheumatism
began. At first it came on in attacks severe
but short, he thought he would be better in
London, and they all moved up two years ago;
but whether from coming into a house that
was damp, or whether it was the natural pro-
gress of the disease, he has been too ill since
then to do a day’s work. Malcolm had not
been able to join a club, as the doctor would
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not pass him. Acute rheumatism came on_soon
after coming to London so badly that he was
taken in at King’s College Hospital. They
had good clothes by them, good furniture, some
articles of value, and money saved. On these
things they lived for months by pawning them.
For instance, Mrs. Malcolm’s wedding-ring,
which had cost thirty-five shillings, they put in
for seventeen and sixpence. All the pawn
tickets have run out, only the wedding-ring re-
mains, for which she has paid a heavy interest,
and has to call occasionally on the pawnbroker
to beg him to keep it for her as better times
she tells him are coming, and she will be able
to redeem it. At last in November, after many
months of illness, the room was bare, the
savings were used .up, work was slack, the
husband was in the hospital, -and there were
three children at home and another coming.
In despair she went to a lady whom she
did not know, but had heard of. The case
was inquired into. It had been brought before
the Charity Organisation Society some months
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previously by the clergyman of her parish ; but
the answer that had been given was that the
case could not be relieved, though all the re-
ferences were satisfactory, as it would probably
be a permanent one from the nature of the
husband’s illness of chronic rheumatism. Mrs
Malcolm is a well-educated, clever, sensible
woman, with great courage and a pleasant
manner, and besides all this she has the best
of passports, a pretty, bright face, with an in-
telligent countenance, which has helped her
considerably in all her troubles in making her
way with strangers.

She was assisted for some time whilst her
husband was in the hospital, with needlework
and food tickets, but with these she had but a
bare existence. One day she said that if only
she were to become a midwife, she could keep
her family by her own earnings.

Inquiries were made, and by means of a
loan of £10 10s. she was able to attend a
class held by a physician for the purpose of
training midwives. She had to attend lectures
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on three evenings in the week, of two hours in
‘length, and she had to write them out at
home. Her first course, which began in
December, was not finished till June, owing to
her having been absent for some time during
her own confinement. She then had her pupil
cases to get up,that is attending on the wemen
in their own houses, and bringing an account
of each case in writing to the lecturer. She
had twenty-nine to report upon, and began her
second course of lectures in October, receiving
her diploma last November. She then got
appointed to the Royal Maternity Charity, and
since that has been appointed to one of the
hospitals, and is to receive five shillings a case.
She is now earning at the rate of fifteen
shillings a week, but will not be paid before
the quarter-day. Thus there is the certainty
of her being able in time not only to keep her
family in comfort, but to pay back what has
been lent to her.

And for all these long months—I can testify
to fifteen of them—Mrs. Malcolm has struggled
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and fought, and conquered in the hard battle of
life. She had relief from different societies, and
in various ways which I shall mention; but
what has she not undergone of privation and
anxiety during that time!

Her husband has been three times in the
hospital, for two or three months at a time,
often so ill that the doctors doubted if he would
recover. Then when better he has been dis-
charged, has come home to very spare and
poor living, has walked about looking for work
till the rheumatism has come back in his knees
and feet, and he has been at home in bed for
weeks and weeks. Often has Mrs. Malcolm
been unable to get even the scantiest allow-
ance of food for herself and children and hus-
band when he was at home. .

When she was confined he was in the hospi-
tal, she was five weeks behind with her rent.
The landlady took this opportunity of putting
in the brokers, which means that a broker’s man
sits day and night in the room of the tenant,
and must be kept in food at the tenant’s ex-
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pense. So inrhuman did even the broker con-
sider this conduct that he got the landlady
to make -arrangements in consideration of
twenty-two shillings being paid down, which
Mrs. Malcolm got from some friends.

And with all these anxieties, want of work,
want of food, a sick husband, whom she loves
tenderly, no means, and hard work to earn a
shilling or two yet for her to be able to make
the intellectual effort of attending to lectures,
of writing them out, and finally of passing a
satisfactory examination seems to me mar-
vellous.

At the time of her confinement she received
from the parish for three weeks two shillings
and sixpence, with three pounds of bread, and
beef-tea for the first week she was laid up.
From the Relief of Distress Society she had
at another time five shillings a week for four
weeks. From the Charity Organisation Society
she had some relief for a few weeks in the
way of tickets; and again, later, from Mr.
Peake’s fund she got money for boots for the
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children to go to school. She was also helped
with a few dinner tickets for a short time by
the clergyman of the parish she has now left.

But what has helped her mostly in the way
of tickets has been those from Ham Yard, out
of Windmill Street, where stands that good
hospice where the homeless may sometimes
find a bed, and where the starving can,_b}{
presenting a ticket, get soup and bread. Mrs.
Malcolm has had as many as four of these
tickets a week when receiving no other relief,
and has been most grateful for the excellent
pieces of bread given to her, which are sent to
the hospice from many of the clubs in Pall
Mall and St. James’s Street.

The committees who manage these clubs, and
allow of the disposal of the broken bread in
this way, should know what a boon and even
luxury it is to the starving to get bread of
this sort, and they might perhaps allow still
more of the food that is left uneaten to be sent
to Ham Yard. In the best managed and the
highest establishment in our country, a certain
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number of sick persons recommended by the
clergyman are the regular recipients of this kind
of bounty; and in many other houses the same
thing might be done if the master or mistress
would give a thought to this subject.

Besides the help from the societies I have
mentioned, Mrs. Malcolm had clothes and food
given to her by the district visitor of her parish.
Work was also procured for her, and she is now
fortunately under a landlord who has confidence
in her success, and feels that there is no danger
in allowing arrears of rent, as it will ultimately
be paid.

In addition to the fifteen shillings a week she
now makes by work for the Hospital, she has
promises of private cases which will bring her in
each ten shillings or perhaps more. Throughout
all these troubles she has been cheerful and
hopeful. Only once did she say, *God must
have been very angry with me to punish me so
much,” forgetting that God must have led her
to call on the stranger who was able to befriend

her.
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Before leaving the subject of relief, I would
mention many things that a district visitor
should possess in order to lend to the poor
in times of sickness. I have found an old-
fashioned, high-backed arm-chair that was given
to me for lending the greatest comfort to many
a sufferer in his last days. It has also given
rest to the weary watcher at night—the rest
that is so needed when the night’s watching has
to be followed by the day’s toil. Then the
loan of the bag of clothes for the poor woman
in her confinement, the drinking-cup so needful
in great weakness, the dressing-gown for the
sick man who may sit up for an hour or two
before the fire, the sheets, that will enable the
friends to keep the fevered bed clean; and,
lastly, not the loan, but the gift, of the old
night-gown or shirt with which the dead may
be put decently into the coffin: the substitute
for the winding sheet being often difficult to get
amongst the very poorest. During illness there
should, if possible, be no stint of relief, given, it
is true, in kind, and not in money.
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Milk can be ordered at the shop, a pint or
a quart a day, and wine can be got at the wine
merchant’s at a small price compared to what
the poor have to pay when they send for it to
the public-house. They are charged there six-
pence for a glass of wine so adulterated that
the sick man can often not touch it. Liebig’s
extract of meat, arrowroot, raspberry vinegar,
and many other things can be given to relieve
the sufferings of the sick and dying. It may
need some experience to know where we should
give and what cases we should relieve ; but once
we feel satisfied that we are right in relieving,
we can in many ways lessen the sufferings of
the poor.



CHAPTER VIIL
CLERGY AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

IN speaking of the different ways of visiting
the poor in London, I referred to the efficiency
of district visiting under the authority of the
clergyman, Let me explain wherein lies the
advantage of this system.

The clergyman will be the fountain head of
most of the charities of the neighbourhood,—
he will often be the first who is applied to in
cases of distress or sickness. He will have a
general knowledge of the inhabitants of his
parish, of their condition in life, and of their
wants, and he will be able to tell the visitor
where, or in what way his work will be of
most value. In a well-organised parish there
will be districts allotted to each curate, and
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under him there will be one or more district
visitors, who will report to him cases needing
his attention. '

It is impossible in London for the clergyman
to become acquainted by himself with all the
poor and the sick who may want him. For in-
stance, take a parish of 6,000 persons, mostly
working people; though the area on which
they live may be small, yet the number of
families will be very great and the clergyman’s
time will be fully taken up in visiting the sick
who are pointed out to him. Besides the
want of time which will prevent a clergyman
from searching out for himself those even of his
own congregation, whom he would wish to see,
he will be met with another difficulty, which con-
sists in the varieties of religion and of denomina-
tions that exist in a London parish. In many
houses he would not be welcome, and he would
feel himself an intruder. ,

Many clergymen consider that in order to
make their spiritual teaching more effectual, it
is important that their visits should not be

L
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associated with relief, that they should not have
to give a shilling to-day or to-morrow a ticket.
They will see that the sick person has all that
he needs when it can be obtained from the
parochial charities; but it will be left to the
visitor to administer the relief. More or less
work can be allotted to each person. Some
may undertake but two or three houses, others
may have time to visit in one or more streets,
and to find out those who may require the
clergyman’s attention. Whilst other workers,
who would not feel equal to taking the initia-
tive, may be told of a few cases of sickness
either temporary or permanent, where their
kindly visits can do much to soften the sorrows
of illness.

In one of the West End parishes with which
I am acquainted, a certain number of ladies are
appointed for the special purpose of looking
after poor women in their confinements. The
clergyman sends to these ladies the names of
those whom he wishes to have visited, and to
whom special comforts may very properly be
given,
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The advantage of having these differently
organised branches of work is, that the visitor
will only undertake that which he feels equal to
perform. And should he only have leisure or
inclination to visit two or three sick persons it
will still be a help to the over-strained work of
the clergyman of a large and poor parish.

In most parishes there are weekly or monthly
meetings, to which all the visitors will come,
and bring a report of their work to the clergy-
man, giving him the number of visits they have
made, the relief they have given, and explaining
why that relief was needed, and telling him of
any fresh cases which need his visits or his
instruction.

Tickets for soup, coals, or groceries, will be
distributed to the visitors to be given to the
sick. By these meetings much information
may be got about the poor, that will be most
useful to both the visitor and the clergy, and
the latter will be able to see that the parish is
not becoming pauperizéd by the too often in-
discriminate charity of the visitor.

L 2.
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In many parishes there are guilds for boys
and girls under the special care of the clergy,
their ranks will be filled by the visitor, who will
often be able to persuade this or that girl or
boy to join a society which will be so useful to
them.

The guilds are composed of persons joining
together for their own improvement and benefit,
with certain rules that they promise to observe.
In many ways they resemble an ordinary club
or friendly society, only in addition to the bene-
fits in times of sickness, there is the banding
together with the object of trying to lead a good
life and the fact of joining one with another for
the same object, tends to strengthen the good
resolution of each individual. The boys and
girls who have attended regularly at the Sunday
School, and who leave at the age of thirteen or
fourteen on going into service or trades, will
often gladly join these guilds, knowing what a
help they will be to them.

The poor are mostly separated from every-
thing that is noble, cultivated, and refined ; as

h_
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they walk through the streets they hear blas-
phemies and oaths; they see around them
coarse and brutal conduct; on the one hand
there is squalor and poverty, on the other
shameless vice and degrading sin. They are
surrounded by temptations: for the boy there
is the music-hall, the theatre, and the circus,
harmless in themselves, but leading to late
hours, inattention to work, and unsteadiness of
conduct. The girl may be attracted to the
dancing-rooms—these are not harmless,and may
lead to her ruin. To resist these temptations is
often difficult, and nothing will so much help
the young *“in passing through the waves of
this troublesome world” as to have a friend in
the clergyman, the Sunday-school teacher, and
the band-mistress.

The rules of the guilds will vary in different
parishes ; generally they will meet once in every
‘week for a class of religious teaching, and they
will promise to attend one Church service on
Sundays. Guilds may consist of fifty or a
hundred members; they will be divided into
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- bands of about twelve, which will each be
under the special care of the band-master or
mistress, whose business it is to keep a watchful
care over their own band, and report if there
is any infringement of the rules set down.

The Sunday Schools are much appreciated
by the poor. They value them as a means
of religious instruction for their children; and
you will find that the parents who themselves
never enter church or chapel will yet wish
their children to have some Bible-teaching.
Not only are these poor little ones taught
at the Sunday School, but the attendance at
church and school will keep them from much
of the evil of the streets. I know a parish
where a Church Sunday School was -discon-
tinued, and most of the children went to the
Baptist School sooner than have none.

The Board Schools are let on Sundays for
any denomination who wish to hold Sunday
Schools ; the hours of instruction are in some
from six to eight in the evening. In a school
I know of there is an attendance of four
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hundred children, and a staff of thirty or forty
teachers, all voluntary, who attend regularly.
About eight or ten children sit at their desks
around each teacher, listening most attentively
to their instructor. A band of serious, earnest
young men and women of the class of trades-
men are there, who give up their evenings, and
often many of their morning hours to this
work, The children have occasional treats of
tea-drinking, and one grand excursion into the
country every year; the expenses of the rent,
gas, coals, &c., which are small, are defrayed by
the Sunday School Union.

The London poor have little that is beautiful
to look on, and there is nothing ennobling in
their surroundings; so when the Sunday School
teacher, the district visitor, and the clergyman
can bring to them beauty, grandeur, or refine-
ment, they are cultivating in them a new sense.
An eminent man of letters, in giving a lecture
this winter, spoke of the lowest class as “the
brutalized class.” It is true that some are
brutalized; those who kick and beat their
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wives, and who spend their earnings in public-
houses ; but they are the dregs, not the great
bulk of working people. And is not this
brutalizing caused, to a great degree, by their
foul dwellings and their adulterated drinks?

The more we can bring before the children
and youths of the working-classes real beauty
and true nobleness of life, so shall we preserve
them from this brutality, and keep them from
forming part of this coarse residuum. There
is much in London accessible to the poor by
which their minds can be elevated, and those
who are above them in position should use all
means to bring them in contact with that
which will give them higher aspirations, and
raise them above the degrading influences of
poverty.

Every Holy Innocents’ Day the Dean of
Westminster preaches a sermon specially to
children, and two years ago I took a little
band of thirty boys and girls to our most
glorious abbey. There was biting sleet and
cold rain that day—but nothing daunted, those
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little children pattered down by Whitehall,
many of them with thin coverings and worn-out
shoes. There they gathered closely together
under one of those beautiful arches, whilst

¢¢ Through the long drawn aisle and fretted vault
The pealing anthem swelled the note of praise ;”

They listened attentively to the whole of the
service ; though the Abbey was thronged with
children of all classes, I am sure that none of
those who came out of richer and happier homes
could have listened more eagerly than did those
poor little ones, to the simple words that fell
from the Dean’s lips, carrying home to their-
parents his cheering words of encouragement, -
his loving admonition, and his earnest hopes
for the future. Many times since then have
they gone back to the Abbey, taking with them
their parents or companions.

The influence that a London clergyman has
over the poor in his parish depends entirely on
his personal work. I believe he may be High
or Low Church, but if he is seen amongst his
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flock at all times, if he is known not only as
the pastor who guides, but the friend who
succours, if he be always at hand where there
is sorrow and distress, he will then have the
devoted love of many, and the respect of all.
Those who have been to church will be cheered
through the week by the words they have
heard from him, and they will be to them a sup-
port and comfort. This is no ideal picture, for I
have worked under such clergymen as I have
aéscribed; if any one were ill there would be the
daily visits to the sick bed from the rector or
from the curate, and often have I known these
visits to continue for weeks and weeks, and have
seen how the sufferer was helped by them
to bear patiently his many troubles. Not only
did the actual visit brighten the sick man,
but the expectation of the visit was a reason
for getting the room tidy and clean. The
poor are generally so anxious to have some
one to pray and read to them when on their
death-bed, that I have known cases where the
clergyman was absent, and sooner than have
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no one they would send for a district visitor
or a class teacher, who, though strangers to
themselves, they had heard of as visiting in the
neighbourhood.

Any one who has worked much amongst the
poor, will have seen numerous examples of the
real practical effect of religious teaching. I can
give no better example of this than an account
of the illness and death of John Cairns, and
will make use, of the words of his own mother,
as she wrote them for me.

“ At the age of eighteen John went into the
~army. His father consented, as he thought his
health might improve, but before he had been
two years awa}; he burst a blood-vessel. He
was sent home: for three months. The doctor
here told him he would not recover ; he had to
return to Dublin, they there discharged him.
He got home ten months before his death. His
sufferings were very great. He never com-
plained, but sometimes he wept, when he had
been two, or, as he was once, three days unable
to swallow food. I always found him very
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grateful. He had been confirmed at the age of
fourteen, by his own expressed wish. Some
months after he caught cold, and seemed very
unwell. He received an invitation to the vicar-
age of Mark Beech, where he was carefully
tended by the vicar and his sister for six weeks :
there he received lessons of true piety that he
never forgot. He continued to be a communi-
cant, "and attended a young man’s religious
class.

“ Eight days before his death he spoke about a
gentleman who used to visit him, and, as he
said himself, was a true friend to him. ‘Surely,’
said he, ‘it is of such men that heaven is made
up.
and said softly, ‘She said she would come
again; I hope she will; she is so kind, and

One day later he spoke of another visitor,

looks so happy, that she makes me feel happy.’
Two days later, I could see he was sinking, and
said, ‘My dear boy, you are going to leave
- me.” He said, ‘Only for a short time; we
shall soon meet again, and oh, mother, don't
fret so, think of poor Fanny! She is very good,
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and most unselfish, and you know a daughter is
much more to a mother than ever a son could
be. See to her, mother, she looks ill. Don't
trouble so much about me, for I am quite
happy.’ He also spoke about the boys, saying
he hoped they would be good, and do well, and
be kind to me.

“One morning he found he had lost the sight
of one eye, but when I began to pity him he
raised his hand to stop me, and said, ¢ Hush,
mother, God has been very good to me, and if
He spares me the use of the other I will be glad,
if not His will be done.” He lay quite still
for some time after this, and then beckoned me
to him, and said, ¢ Tell the children to come
and look at me, and kiss me, as they go out
and come in; I want to see them as often as
I can now.’ He sent for his Sunday School
teacher and told her the names of some he
would like to see. Among these was a clergy-
man from whom he wished to receive the Holy
Communion. He also asked to see a Sister of
Mercy, whom he had not seen for three years.
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She came, and he taking both her hands in his,
said, ¢ Sing—* That gate was left ajar for me.”’
She did so, and he seemed much moved. She
afterwards knelt down by his bed-side and sang
three hymns, softly. When she had finished, he
said, ‘Dear me, how good and kind every one
seems to be.” The rector came daily. On the
morning of the 27th April, the day of his death,
he noticed that his father and Fanny had not
gone out as usual, and gravely inquired the
cause. I said, ‘You are not so well to-day,
dear, and your father is writing to your cousin
William ; have you anything to say to him?’
‘Yes,” he said, ‘ give him my love, and tell him
1 am going, and I feel so happy’ He went on
to say ‘I feel so bright this morning, as if I
were going on a journey, and in a hurry to be
off. I should like to see the rector; I want to
thank him—I like him—I always liked him.’

“ After this he could not speak plainly. He
. seemed aware of it, and spelt the next sentence,
It was his last, for his speech was gone. He
then made signals to each one of us in- turns,
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He raised his arms round our necks while he
received our parting kiss.

“ He then extended his hand to the rector, who
placed it on his breast, covering it with both of
his, while his tears fell fast, as if he were bend-
ing over his own son. Not very long after he
looked up twice, and smiled, then passed away
without a struggle.

“ A short time before his death he spoke of ‘a
dream he had. He said he thought he was a
boy again in the Park with his sister, and they
sang together of old times, and he said he
thought her voice was lovely, and it made him
feel happy.

“The Rev. A. Stanton, whom he knew
very well, often visited him. During one of
his later visits he asked him to read,— The
hour of my departure is come.” When Mr.
Stanton had to leave he embraced and kissed
him, as he always did, for he loved him like
a brother. A few days before his death he
said, ‘Don’t tell my poor father how ill I am,

fcr he takes on so much about me. When
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he looks at me in the morning he heaves such
a sigh’

“ He said one day, ¢ Fanny and you will come
and see me sometimes, I know, but you must
not think of me as there” Meaning his grave.

“All the two years he was away 1 had a
letter from him every week, and his sister often
had one also.”

- These are the words of the mother of the
young soldier: her one thought was how she
could ease his suffering,—his only care was for
the trouble he gave to the father, the mother,
the brothers, and sister, who were waiting on
him so tenderly. For their sakes he wished
to go to the workhouse infirmary, but they would
not part from him. They had but two rooms,
for the sick man, the parents, and five children.
The house was in a very narrow court, and not a
ray of sun could reach the sick bed, but yet
though the quarters were so close and the dis-
comforts great, never was there a murmur from
the soldier, only thankfulness for all that was
done for him. Truly we have not only to
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succour the poor but to admire and imitate
them,

Of late years there have been occasionally
what are called Mission Weeks in London, and
many lives have been changed by that work.

The object of these Missions is, to leave
none in ignorance of Christian teaching, to
give to all the opportunity of hearing the
Word preached. To accomplish this object,
one or more sermons are preached daily, and
every evening there is a late service and
sermon, to which working men can come. To
procure their attendance, hand-bills are left
at each family, inviting all to come to church.
I had to deliver these papers in two or three
streets. I called at each room; many of the
people were new to me, but all received me
civilly ; many said they did not care for such
things, but others seemed "pleased at being
spoken to, and promised to come. The fault
found with these Missions is, that the good effect
is so transitory that it is mere excitement and
bears no fruit. But I have found real good

M
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resulting from this work. One woman who was
before unknown to me, touched, no doubt, with
the special appeal, told me all her story, a sad '
pitiful series of degradation, consequent on the
desertion of her husband. She told me how
she had been a cook with a lady in Scotland, a
valued servant, as she was married from that
lady’s house, and now she and her children were
in the most miserable condition, and to none had
she told her sorrowful tale.

With her leave, I wrote to the lady in Scot-
land, to ask if the story of her marriage was
true, without mentioning her present state, and
the answer was satisfactory. She went to the
Mission service: the clergyman of the parish
called on her, and after a time her life was
reformed. A place was got for the eldest
daughter of sixteen under a good mistresé,
where she has been doing well for four years.

I will tell one more story to show what good
the Mission service can do. Daniel Church and
his wife went the first evening in consequence of
the hand-bill I had left with them. They were
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not ‘in the habit of hearing sermons, and they
were greatly struck by this one ; and on coming
home Phceebe said to her husband, “I should
like to say a prayer to-night: we have long
forgotten to do so;” and as she knelt down
by the bed, Daniel knelt also, and they simply
asked not to forget the words of the preacher.
From that time the prayers have never been
omitted. They went again and again to the
church during that week, and thus began regular
attendance at church every Sunday.

It is now four years since that Mission week :
never since then has Daniel lost an hour’s work
from idleness, unpunctuality, or drink. Heis a
painter, and from being steady he is in regular
employ. He has a large family. His wages
are about 26s. a week; he makes more by
being “super” at the Olympic Theatre for four
months in the year, and also gets work from
neighbours, by which means he makes in all
about 410 additional a year. I often meet
bhim as I go to church in the morning. He

now has good Sunday clothes ; his countenance
M 2
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beams with happiness, both he and his wife
often tell me that the joy religion has brought
to them is beyond words.” There is no cant
about him: he is a strong, manly, good-
looking young fellow. His children are well
brought up: they are kept regularly to school.
The mother tries to add a little to the income
by making band-boxes—her own trade before
she married—and as each year goes on they
will be better off, the wages will increase, and
the elder children will be earning something.

I was once speaking to Mrs. Church, and
asking her what other change religion had made
in their lives besides going to church. She said,
“It has made my husband so careful. When
Sunday came he would often go off for the day
on the river, or to some garden, and -spend his
money, and not only his-own, but our friends,
for he owed as much as £5 to our friends—
money that we had borrowed at different times
for these excursions; nor did we give a thought
as to how it would be paid back. Now we

have nearly paid it off; but since I began to
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think about what was right, it has been a heavy
burden on me.” Now the life of this painter
and his wife and children is made bright, as
many others are, by the comforts and the joys of
religion. He loves his church, and her services.
The Sunday is not only a day of rest to him,—it
is one of enjoyment. The wife has her mothers’
meeting, the children have their Sunday School,
and often will they walk out together of a
Sunday evening. '

In many parishes “ Sisters” will undertake the
visiting ; from Clewer and East Grinstead many
are sent out. They are welcomed by the poor
for their kindness and loving sympathy. The
dress is neither a protection nor a  hindrance
in their work. It is no protection, because none
is needed. Any lady can visit anywhere if she
is simply dressed and is seen to be going quietly
about her work, and I do not expect she would
ever meet with any incivility, and as for the
hindrance or Protestant dislike there may be
to a “Sister’s” dress, that would also be un-
noticed by the poor, who know for what object
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these Sisters spend their lives. There is one
Sister I have known who might have been one
of the Saints of old, so beloved and honoured
was she by the poor. She was a lay Sister, and
had been brought up in the country, but her
power and influence over the working people
was immense, she could do anything with
them. When she left off visiting the parish I
have referred to, I took up her district, and I
saw that the love the poor felt for her was quite
_remarkable,

There was one family that she had literally
snatched from drunkenness; no effort did she
spare, she tried all means, and at last, winning
them to a belief in prayer, she taught them how
to pray, by going every evening to their room at
nine to join with them in family prayers. Her
name was Monica, and like her namesake, she
was earnest in prayer for those she loved.
Many a butcher, costermonger, and scavenger
were by her led to the teaching and Sacraments
of the Church, and though this Sister has not
been seen by them for some years, her memory
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is still as fresh as ever, and those who knew her
will gladly talk of her, and of the good Clergy-
man who visited wherever there was sickness
and trouble. They are gone, but their words
and their work are not forgotten.



CHAPTER IX.
NIGHT SCHOOLS.

THE district of which I have hitherto been
speaking is very near the West End of London,
and was formerly a most aristocratic part of the
town. By the china tablets fastened against
some of the houses in this neighbourhood, we
see where Dryden, Burke, and Sir Joshua Rey-
nolds lived, but now these houses are each
occupied by several families of working-people.

The Duke of Monmouth had also a house
close to the Dials, and his room can still be seen
just as he left it, his arms painted on the
pannelled walls, and carved in wood over the
chimney-piece ; the ceiling is heavily decorated,
and you can fancy yourself when in that room
once more in the days of the Stuarts, instead of
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being in the very centre of a great warehouse,
which sends out its goods to all parts of the
world, and represents well the active trade and
the toil of the nineteenth centur&r. The Duke
of Grafton also lived close by : but though the
house still bears his name, it has no remains
of former greatness, and is now occupied like
the other houses I have mentioned, by several
families of working people.

In the poorest part of the parish is a building
used partly as an Industrial School, partly as
a Night Refuge; it was formerly the library of
Charles I., and was afterwards used for prayer-
meetings by Oliver Cromwell. It was sur-
rounded by a garden, thence the name of
Rose Street, one of the outlets from this
quarter. In later days, a market was held
here, and the porters used to stand hard by
waiting to be hired—and so gave their name to
another street. The remembrance was kept up
no doubt for some time of the kings and the
princes who visited this spot, as the name of
Princes’ Row belongs to the houses that surround



170 WORK ABOUT THE FIVE DIALS. [CHAP.

the Refuge—the poorest, the dirtiest, and the
lowest houses that this part of London can
boast of, making the prefix “prince” a very
mockery to the Row we are speaking of. But
the remembrance of princes, of gardens, of poets
and of statesmen exists no longer in the minds
of the dwellers in these parts. What they
know Princes’ Row to be famous for is the
gambling that is always going on there amongst
the idle and the worthless of the neighbour-
hood. Stretched on the pavement you may
see a small group, some playing, others looking
on at games of cards, of marbles, or with
stones, those various games well-known to the
street arabs, and which are so numerous, that a
different one belongs to each month of the
year.

In January what are called shoots are in the
hands of most boys—that is an elastic fastened
to a frame, with which bits of orange peel and
other things can be shot forth to a great dis-
tance; and I know well the time when this
sport is in vogue by the annoyance it is to me
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in the night school. Later they have cat-traps,
or tip-cats, as they are called, a simple game
with two pieces of wood; then there are
marbles, tops, buttons, kites, cherry stones; in
August grottos, probably in memory of St.
James of Compostella; at other times rounders,
and gobs, a game played with stones placed
on divisions marked out on the pavement, and
thrown up into the air and caught as they
fall on the back of the hand. In November
they buy what are called fireworks, explosive
balls, that make a loud noise in falling to the
ground. Hoops are used by smaller boys in the
winter, as snow-balling is but a rare pleasure for
Londoners.

The police will tell you that Princes’ Row
is remarkable for having more apprehensions
than any other spot of the same size in
London. Not only is it a resort for street
gamblers, but it is also a favourite rendezvous
for fights. I have heard of one grand one
in the last five years, between the champions
of Marylebone and St. Giles, who met there
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as a convenient battle-field on which to try
their relative strength. '

And the reason for this choice of Princes’
Row, is that round the Refuge there is a
broad road and pavement, where carriages and
carts seldom pass. No strangers make this
road a thoroughfare,—women from the neigh-
bouring streets are afraid of going round Princes’
Row, and policemen do not like to come there
alone, as they have often met with rough treat-
ment when endeavouring to stop a fight. There
are four outlets from this Row—two of them are
merely courts, and when a band wishes to
cngage the ground for gambling or fighting,
scouts are posted at the various entrances, who
give timely notice of the approach of the
.policeman. Often as I have passed by I have
seen boys quietly lying on the pavement
enjoying their game, and suddenly they have.
sprung up and disappeared, and it was only
after some minutes that I have seen the dis-
turbing element in their slowly advancing
enemy. But from both boys and men of this
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class, whose solace it seems to be to gamble,
to swear, to drink, and to fight, who are ill-
housed and ill-educated, I have experienced
nothing but courtesy and respect. The dwellers
of Princes’ Row tell me that the swearing over
the games is appalling; but as I pass them,
or stand by talking to any one they are
silent.

About five years ago I determined to try
what I could do with these poor boys; who
from their very civility to myself, I felt were
open to the refining influence of a woman’s
teaching. So in February, 1873, after knowing
the neighbourhood for three years, I began a
School on Sunday afternoons. I invited four
boys to come, these brought others, and from
that time to August, I had a varying number
of from eight to twenty-five every Sunday. I
began the School with a working shoemaker,
who lived in the next street, and later I had
a postman to help; but he was always called
“Squint Eye” by the boys, from a personal
defect and he never got much hold over them.
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The shoemaker’s temper and patience used to
be sorely tried: as for mine, I felt it no
trial, for the fact of contending with the de-
termined mischief of some of the boys, had
in it the delight of a fight, in which I was
generally victorious.

I tried to arrange the boys in classes,
and taught them reading, writing, and arith-
metic. The first year I did not attempt any
religious instruction, my chief reason being that
they were too unruly and uncivilised, and would
only have made an irreverent mocking of such
teaching. But in order to show them that
there was something to be aimed at beyond
mere learning, I ended the lessons with a prayer,
when I was able to get them sufficiently quiet
to have a reasonable hope that they would
behave with reverence during the few minutes
the prayer lasted ; but more than once as I
repeated the Lord’s prayer aloud, I have heard
some of the boys parodying it throughout in
very blasphemous language.

The moment of dispersion was often the time
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of revolt. The room we had, was lent to us by
the vicar of the parish; in the week it was used
for a Ragged School, where some industrial work
was taught. It opened out of a passage from
the street, the house door being always open.
The boards which formed the partition of this
passage were not very tightly joined, and
cabbage-stalks and winkles picked up from the
street were often thrown in through the aper-
tures. Occasionally a boy would come and spit
at us through the openings, or make noises that
were answered by the boys within, with such
powers of ventriloquism that it was impossible
to discover the culpritt A step ladder led
down from the room we were in to a cellar,
used in the week-time for cutting up wood and
preparing it in faggots for sale. As I said,
the moment of trial was the end of the school.
As long as I could keep the boys under my eye,
they were tolerably well-behaved, and to call to
them by name was genérally sufficient to restore
crder; but if, when the prayer was finished, my
attention was wanted at the door, and I could
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no longer keep watch over the ladder, down
would they rush, and make hideous confusion
with - the faggots,—and one day  lighted a
match and narrowly escaped burning down
the house.

The amount of learning the boys got during
this first half-year was not much: later we could
do more amongst them when the discipline was
greater, and several have learned to read who
only knew their letters when they first came.
But though there was not much learned by the
boys, there was education and humanising of
many amongst them. For instance, one boy of
fifteen, who had attended very well up to June,
came then to me, and told me he was leaving
for a Baptist Sunday School where the boys
behaved better, and he had got the taste for
school by coming to us. Six of the boys who
began that summer have continued with me
till either too old to come any more, or have left
the parish and gone to other schools. Later,
two of these six boys were confirmed, and two

when they were seventeen years of age went
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to the Working Men’s College, anxious to in-
crease their knowledge.

I have said that I meet with nothing but
courtesy and civility from the boys, and some
may say the spitting, the throwing cabbage
stalks, .and the cat-calls were not civilities.
True! but they were not directed at me par-
ticularly, and arose from a mischievous feeling
for fun. One Sunday in June I was out of
town, and I left the school in the charge of
a young lady and a “Sister.” The boys took
advantage of my absence, and spent the whole
time in throwing winkles about the room.

In October of this year we began a Night'
School, in addition to the one on Sunday after-
noons, the boys paying a penny for the two
evenings. The payment was useful in two
ways: it made them value the teaching more,
and gave us the power of refusing to admit
boys who brought no money with them, when
we knew their only object in coming was to
make a disturbance. In the week, the staff of
tcachers consisted of myself, my maid, and a

N
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gentleman who had some previous experience of
rough boys, and who has from that time carried
on the school jointly with myself, both on week-
days and on Sundays. Another teacher came
for a few weeks; but he was driven away by
the impertinence of these poor roughs. His
hair was red, and he had a pointed beard, for
which reason the boys called him the Shah,
and used to ask him who his barber was.- These
and other impertinences, which he could neither
tolerate nor correct, drove him from the school.
After he left, a Scotch gardener came, and was
of great use, having a firm and quiet manner
by which he could control the boys who were
under him, and make the lessons interesting.
We had the advantage of a better school-
room this year, which was again lent to us by
the vicar. It was close to Princes’ Row and
Princes’ Court : but though we had no objection-
able passage, we were constantly disturbed by
knockings at the door from boys whom we had
previously expelled, and we were obliged at
last to ask the police to allow us to have a



1x.] NIGHT SCHOOLS. 179

constable on duty outside the school whilst
we were there in the evening, as there was con-
stant throwing up of stones and rubbish at
our windows. Indeed, one day a large stone
came through into the schoolroom, but for-
tunately fell on the floor without striking any
one. We had from twenty to thirty boys on
Sundays, several never missed ; but many
came but once or twice to see what it was
like. Occasionally an unruly boy would come,
and either begin to fight with his neighbour or
refuse to do the lesson with the others. I
would remonstrate with him at first, and
if that had no effect I would get one of the
. male teachers to turn him out. This was a
matter of some difficulty, as we were closely
packed, and the boy would often kick and
resist. However, during the struggle, there
was perfect silence, all the boys would watch
intently and a calm seemed to fall on those
that remained after one of the number had
been expelled. This was the only punish-
ment I could either threaten or inflict. The
N 2



180 WORK ABOUT THE FIVE DIALS. [cHAP.

first expulsion was not final, as I would take
them back if they promised to behave well.

In January, 1874, I tried what good could
be done for the boys by taking them to an
evening Mission Service, at the Refuge, held
by the curate in charge of this district. The
school finished at 5 o’clock, and I then invited
those who liked to remain with me, to listen
to a story. I read to them till six, or if they
wished to go home to their tea, I asked them to
return and to go with me to the service. About
a dozen boys generally accompanied me. They
behaved very well, and they appeared to enjoy
the short service, which consisted of prayers,
of singing and a short and simple sermon,—the
whole thing lasting little over half-an-hour.

For three months, I continued this practice,
and thought that this would have given the
boys a taste for attending evening service, but
I was rather disheartened on saying to one
of them who had been the most regular—

“ Now that Easter has come, the services will

leave off here, and I hope you will attend some
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church where you will have the same hymns
and prayers you have been hearing during the
last three months.” The lad answered me, “ No,
I do not think it is likely I shall go to any
church.” “Why ?” I said. “Because,” was the
reply, “I do not believe in the whole thing, in
a God or anything else.” And so I discovered
he had come only for the sake of pleasing me.
This same boy kept on regularly coming to our
school till he joined the Working Men’s College.
His home was wretched and miserably poor
from the drunkenness of his father and the ill-
ness of his mother, and the poor boy was broken-
hearted at times, and has told me the misery
was so great he should like to put an end to
himself; and here was an instance where I am
sure the constant sympathy and interest felt
for him by his teachers helped him to work on,
so that now he is in a good position as a musical
instrument maker, very dutifully helping the
wretched home where he no longer lives.

A year or two ago, I asked him to come and
help me to teach in the Night School. He
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came a few times, and then left off. I rather
wondered at his so soon giving up helping me,
but I said nothing, as I knew he was hard-
worked, and I supposed he found the school
too great a toil. However, some years after I
found out the reason, and it was this, that in
coming out of the school, the other boys would
lay wait for him and pelt him with mud and
stones. After bearing this ill-treatment for a
few weeks, and having his Sunday hat broken,
he gave up coming to teach, but did not like to
tell me the cause of his doing so.

Another boy we were able to help very ma-
terially this year through the work of the school
was John Vine. He had been at Feltham, but
had left it two years when I first knew him.
He was a strong boy, and well-disposed : but
he had a drunken mother, who lived with an
Irishman, who could work well, but was also
generally drunk. The boy’s father, a Scotch-
man, had died some years back, and when I
first knew John he was in rags, seldom having
any thing like shoes on his feet, but always ready
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to do any cleaning or sweeping he could get
from his neighbours. Notwithstanding his rags,
he came regularly to the school, and was well-
behaved, and seemed very anxious to work. A
friend of mine, hearing my account of the boy,
asked to see him, was interested in him, and
clothed him, and got him work, which he kept
for four years, always behaving himself properly.
When unfortunately through differences with
his wife, whom he had married at seventeen
years of age, he got drunk and lost his place;
but there are such ups and down in the life of
the poor that I do not despair of him yet.

On Sundays, the curate who held the Mission
Service used to come into the school for half an
hour and have a class of boys,.consisting of a
few who were willing to be taught by him, or
whom I could persuade to join the class. Four
of these were unbaptised : they all promised to
be prepared by the clergyman for that Sacra-
“ment, but only one kept his word,—was bap-
tised, and afterwards confirmed, and has turned
out a steady, well-behaved boy.
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- This year we gave the boys three treats. On
Christmas Day we gave them a supper, on Easter
Monday we took them for a day into the country,
and on the Bank holiday in August they had an
afternoon tea in a garden near Kensington. All
these pleasures helped much to educate them in
other ways than book-learning, making them feel
that they were cared for by those above them in
position, for the sake of whose good opinion
they wished to keep respectable.

The discipline of a school depends to a great
extent on its locality, and also on the size and
suitable arrangement of the school room. And
so we improved still more in our discipline,
when we moved again from Princes’ Court to
Chapel Place in the third year of our school.
The reason of this change was that owing to
the death of the vicar the school in Princes’
Court was done away with, and we were
then allowed the use of one of the large
school rooms lately finished and adjoining
the church.

We began both the Sunday and Night School
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in December, and continued them on to August,
but found it was a mistake to do so, for in the
summer the attendance became very small. In
the evenings the boys liked to be out after hot
days of work, and on Sundays they would
generally go for excursions into the country.
It is bad for the discipline of the school to keep
it on with a poor attendance, as it makes the
boys think they are doing their teachers a kind-
ness in coming, instead of the reverse. Grati-
tude is not a condition of mind we often meet
with, and it is important for the boys to feel
that it is themselves who are benefited by
coming to school, and not to think that any
advantage accrucs to the teachers by their
attendance, |

We had a larger attendance on Sundays than
on week days, and about half a dozen boys of
seventeen, who came very regularly. We had
not quite as many bad boys, who only came
for mischief, as at the other school. This one
was not in a thoroughfare, nor was it a con-
venient resort for the idle boys who hang about
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the streets all day. I have had boys at the
school whose cropped hair showed me whence
they had come. Some disappeared for a time,
and I heard of them next at Clerkenwell.
Others I have known from the police to be
confederates of thieves, and there werc a few
whose lives were ‘so ill-spent that there was
not much hope of improving them. Indeed
the conclusion I have come to in this respect
is, that we can improve those who are willing
to improve themselves, and who wish to be
respectable, and to learn ;—but by no Sunday
or Night School alone can we reform idle and
evil boys to any great extent. The school may
be the means of bringing them to a knowledge
of what is better, and a wish to improve, but
to be reformed they must be altogether removed
from their bad associations.

One boy, especially, Arthur Anderson, is an
example of what I am saying. His father was
a respectable carpenter, who from the ill-health
of his wife, was in great poverty. The boy had
learned no trade, and had no regular place, but
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got any chance work he could find in the neigh-
bourhood. He was sixteen and wished, he said,
to go to sea—a profession I always recommend
to any boys who seem fitted for it. He got
his papers and went up for the medical ex-
amination ; but unfortunately having bad teeth,
he was considered unfit for the navy. The boy
was in despair, and said to me that he felt it
would be impossible, if he remained where he
was, to withstand the bad companions who
surrounded him. He asked me to get him
on board a merchant vessel, and the longer
the voyage, and the further from England he
should go, the better pleased he would be. But
two things were necessary for this—an expen-
sive outfit, and his teeth being put in order.
The first I was able to get for him through
the liberality of two of my friends, and the
second through a letter to the Dental Hospital,
where the boy patiently spent two or three
hours for many days whilst a young practi-
tioner was getting through the work, evidently

new to him, as he would often leave the boy
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to ask advice as to how the next operation
was to be performed.

The boy sailed to Sydney, and was away two
years, during which time he wrote me several
happy, grateful letters, and when I saw him on
his return he brought me an excellent report
from the ship, and was eager to return for the
next voyage. He had received on that trip
only ten shillings a month, but was promised
for the next two pounds a month.

If he had remained at home no doubt he
would have gone as he expected, to the bad;
and often the downfall of a boy seems to be
but the result of an accident, or of a misfortune,
and once sunk into the slough of wickedness
to be found in London I know no human efforts
that can drag them out of the mire.

There was a boy, James Jinks, whose fate
I much deplored. He had been brought up at
St. James’ Workhouse School, and had received
~a very good education. He was placed on
leaving at Chapman and Hall’s, and remained
there for six months, obtaining a very good
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character. He had to leave because he caught
scarlet fever, and was taken to a hospital. On
coming out, he had no place to go to, no friends,
and soon no clothes. He then fell amongst evil
compahions. I saw him often about this time,
and gave him some clothes, after I had inquired
of Mr. Chapman if he had given a true account
of himself. He did not come near me again for
some time, and when he did he said he had
been ill. I then said I would try to get him a
place; but took the precaution first of sending
the shoe-maker teacher to where he lived—such a
bad account, however, was brought to me of his
way of living, that I did not feel justified in re-
commending him to any employer. And this
poor boy, had he not had the scarlet fever at
that unfortunate time of his life, might have
kept well through those years of difficulty.
Another boy I had been much interested in,
and who had learned to read with us, was John
Mac. He had been very troublesome many
timés, but with constant rebukes and encourage-
ment we had kept him on. One evening I in-
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advertently left the bag of pennies I received
from the boys, on the desk, and it disappeared.
I suspected this boy ; but only said that the
bag had gone. The boy I suspected never
came again, and I could well i‘magine he had
taken it.

The discipline was not yet good, and we were
much tormented in January, the month dedi-
cated to the game of shoots which I have de-
scribed. The bits of orange-peel flew about
the school, and it was impossible to discover
the offender and none would tell of the other.
In March the tops were produced, nuts were
thrown about, and the ventriloquism that
continued was impossible to detect; but by
degrees the bad boys left off coming, as the
discipline became more severe.

The last conflict we had was in 1876; a boy,
called Patrick, had come in, whom I knew to
be thoroughly bad. However, as he promised
to behave well, I let him remain, but he soon
showed that his only object was to disturb the
others. He made noises, and finally refused to
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do the lesson I set him. I then told him to
leave the class he was in, and to sit elsewhere.
This also he refused to do, and whilst I was
speaking to him a young guardsman, who was
teaching another class, saw the insubordination,
and fresh from the discipline of his men came
up and offered to turn out the boy. I still tried
to parley with Patrick, but with no success ; so
before he knew what was in store for him, the
young officer was behind him, and putting his
own arms under those of the very dirty and
ragged Patrick, lifted him up and put him clean
out of the school at the expense of tremendous
kicks on his own shins : this was the last forcible
expulsion we had from the school. Boys still
came who were very poor, and some who cer-
tainly had not sufficient food. One of them
told his teacher one cold winter evening how he
had slept for three nights in the street, because
his father had driven him from home. He was
very cold, and was thankful to get a warm-
ing from the good fire. I called next day at
his home, and from his mother heard that what
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he had said was true. Shedid not venture to let
the boy in again, as the father, who had been
drinking hard, said he would kill him if he
returned. I was able to get this boy into St.
Andrew’s Home for Working Boys, in Dean
Street, to which I have already referred. Here
he could earn his own living, and has turned
out well.

The following year we put the Night School
under Government Inspection, closing in April,
after having kept it open fifty-six nights, four
boys attending over fifty nights, and many over
forty nights in the season. Several different
teachers came at various times, and very
kindly helped us to teach; but the one who
joined me in Princes’ Court was alone respon-
sible with myself in managing the school.

We still had some unruly boys; there was
one in particular—George Snow—who was full
of fun and talk, and would always have the last
word. This boy unfortunately gave our school
a bad name for discipline, as he would “ chaff ”

the Government Inspector, and was daunted by
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nothing ; but he was a good boy and never
missed an evening, though often kept late at
work for a shop in Piccadilly; and when
he left it, with a good character of three
years, I was able to get him a place as
a railway porter, where he has done very
well, justifying the recommendation I gave
him.

That year, 1875, games were started for the
boys on the Wednesdays, and a club on the
Saturday nights, the school being held on Tues-
days and Fridays, for which they now paid two-
pence a week. The games and club are man-
aged by two gentlemen, and are very largely
attended—the nightly average attendance being
140. The charge for admission is the same as
at the school—a penny per night. The games
were begun as an experiment in the direction of
forming Working Lads’ Clubs on the same prin-
ciple as those of men, the attractions provided
being of course different to suit youthful tastes.
The experiment has been entirely successful in
regard to the number of members, the room

0
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being always full to overflowing, and the re-
ceipts from the boys have been sufficient to
cover all expenses (save rent) including salaries,
light, coal, &c. Fencing and boxing, besides
quieter amusements of bagatelle, draughts, and
dominos, are the principal games, while a coffee
and cake bar add to the profit of the club.
There is ample scope for giving lectures for the
lads, the only hindrance in this way being the
lack of personal assistance.

It is plain from the large attendances at
this club that there is a great need for plaees
of harmless recreation for the immense work-
ing-boy population in London, and the clergy
would find extraordinary opportunities of gain-
ing a hold over their boy-parishioners by using
their school rooms in the evening in the manner
indicated.

We changed the Sunday School into one of
purely religious teaching, but the attendances
became much less, and it no longer attracted
the older boys. Our object has always been
toget a hold on boys of from thirteen to
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eighteen,—that dangerous time in the life of
working boys and girls, when their habits are
formed for good or for evil, for industry or for
idleness. At this time especially are they alive
to the influence of those above them ; they are
capable of affection for their teachers, which will
induce them to keep straight. The school has
to vie with many pleasures of an attractive
nature outside, hence the teaching must be
made attractive, the boys must feel an in-
terest in the success of the schools as tested
by the Government Inspection. They must
feel they are working for a definite object, and
that their individual advancement is as much
a matter of interest to their teachers as to
themselves. The tone you get into a school
influences very much all new-comers, and the
higher you set the standard the more you
will accomplish.

I have always remembered what an ex-
perienced School Inspector once said to me
about good marks for punctual attendance at
school. “If you give them good marks (to

"0 2
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the children) for doing their duty, duty will
not become to them a rule, a necessity. Give
bad marks for unpunctuality, then they will
feel that they have done wrong in neglecting
the duty, not a meritorious action in fulfilling it.”
This principle I have tried to carry out in the
Night School. The attendance being a voluntary
action on the part of the boys, it was necessary
in order to ensure regularity and attention to
assume an authority over them, which of course
existed only as an idea. Often have I met
some of our boys in the street who had lately
been missing school, and when I asked them
why they had not been they made some excuse,
and tacitly admitted my right to demand their
attendance.

The following letter will exemplify what I
say. I one evening told the writer, a boy
of seventeen to write for a composition a letter
giving me the reason for his irregular attendance
whilst I had been away, and to my surprise
he wrote this—
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“MADAM,

“I write you these few lines in ancer
to your letter inquiring of me why I have not
attended school of late. I must own it was
wrong of me to stay away, but since you have
been away there are but few who keep order
of any kind. I suppose Mr. Bennett! is not
enough for them, but since you are back again
I shall be most happy to return.

“Yours &c.,

“F. W. ]

With regard to marks and prizes, I think
the plan of giving threepence or sixpence to
the boy who has done the best exercise in
the class, or who has answered best, is very '
objectionable ; it makes them, as I said before,
think it a merit if they do well. The system
of working in standards, as- practised in the
schools under Government inspection, is far
the best impetus they can have. To all who
were qualified by their attendance and good

1 The schoolmaster engaged to help to teach.
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behaviour to be examined by the inspector
we gave a framed -certificate, recording their
standard and number of attendances. These
certificates we found were much valued.

The first year we were under Government
inspection we presented twenty-four, and the
second year twenty-five boys, to these we gave
an excursion into the country and other plea-
sures. By the system of standards a stupid
boy of sixteen who has struggled with much
difficulty to pass the first standard is as much
rewarded as the clever boy of fourteen who
gets through his fractions in the sixth standard
without any difficulty. The inspection is much
looked forward to by the boys, and last year
their behaviour was so good that the inspector
complimented us on our discipline.

In the first report Mr. Matthew Arnold says,
“The neighbourhood is one where an Evening
School might do much service. But forty hours
to accomplish work for which day-scholars have
five hundred hours ! "—meaning, by this, how is
it possible to advance one standard with merely
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the work of a Night School. However, we have
done so in several cases, as our examination of
1877 will show; and one boy may specially be
remarked on, who the first year got to Standard
IV, soon after leaving the Day School. Last
year he passed successfully in Standard V., and
this year he has got through Standard VI Of
course the boy who gains a standard has seldom
missed a night, attending forty or fifty times
from October to April. Many of them will come
straight from work, bringing with them a piece
of bread to eat for their supper sooner than lose
any time by going home for it; and I have seeh
some so tired with their long day's work, that
they have dropped to sleep over their lessons.
The boys like to find themselves of importance
at an inspection, with the knowledge that their
progress will be reported on; and much of the
orderly behaviour of last year was owing to
their hearing the report read, where their want
of discipline was mentioned. This gave them
the desire to try and deserve a better report.
Several boys have, like the writer of the letter
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above-mentioned, been deterred from coming
through the rude behaviour of the others. This
was the case with two Scotch boys, very intelli-
gent and anxious to learn. They left off coming ;
so I went to inquire the cause, and saw the
mother, a respectable, clean Scotchwoman. She
was reluctant at first to give me any reason, but
on my pressing her said the fact was, that her
boys told her that they could not bear to sit
quietly by and hear a lady rudely treated. I
told her the discipline was improving, and she
must tell them I particularly wished them to
return, as the presence of orderly boys helped
to make the others more orderly. They re-
turned and were constant in their attendance,
until they had to leave London with their
father. I have lost sight of them now, but
perhaps they will turn up again at some future
time.

Many boys pass away from our sight. Out of
the 120 admittances one year, and 100 the next,
we presented, as I said, about twenty-five each
year, but as many more came directly under our
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notice and influence in various ways, though
they did not make up the number of attend-
ances required by Government, Some left off
coming when they had to work overtime ; some
ceased to care for the school, but even those
who were but a short time with us had gained
something from contact with teachers who were
interested in their welfare. They at least would
never later in life have the bitter, though mis-
taken feeling that exists in the minds of many
of the poor, that the rich and well-to-do take no
heed of the poor, and that their happiness and
interests are not considered.

There are often disappointments in the boys,
and those perhaps whom we take most trouble
for turn out worst. One boy, James Webb a
nice-looking, clean, bright boy, with light curling
hair, came very regularly to us one winter. He
had no settled place of work, and told us he
would much like to go to sea. He had once
made a short voyage, and said it was the life
he would prefer ; his mother, a drinking Irish-
woman, sold watercresses, an employment that
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is considered the lowest amongst hawkers. I
went to see her to ask if she was willing the
boy should go to sea, she said quite so, as he
did not help her at all, so after some trouble we
got him engaged by the captain of a small
trading vessel, he was started with clothes and
many small things that would be useful to him
on board ship. He sailed,and I got a letter
from him from the docks, before starting, saying
how much he liked the ship, and how grateful
he was for the help he had received. My mind
was easy about him, thinking that an honest
seafaring life would set him up in the world,
when one day as I was walking down Picadilly
who should I see but James in his sailor’s
clothes, taking a good look into a print shop.
He started when I spoke to him, but ex-
plained his presence there, by the fact that
his ship had gone ashore in a fog off the Isle
of Wight, and that he had come up to give
evidence with reference to the insurance of the
ship. Some thing about his manner made me
suspicious. I made inquiries ; found out that
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all he had said was untrue,—that he had really
left his ship as soon as it touched land, had
come to London and was amusing himself
about town. When I discovered his miscon-
duct and deceit, I saw him once more, and
told him how ill he had behaved. I have
never spoken to him since, though I have seen
him, and I fear that this attempt to put him
straight having failed, placed him in a worse
position morally than if nothing had been done
for him.

As a general rule, the clothes of a boy will
be an index of his good conduct, as there is
such a demand for boys’ labour in this part of
London, that any industrious, respectable boy can
get work and good wages. I was one Sunday
saying this to the boys, that I thought less
well of them when I saw them in ragged and
dirty clothes, and I knew it was generally their
own fault. One or two of them said, “Ah!
but teachers in other Sunday Schools say they
like us better in rags: they do not want us to
have good clothes!” On which I answered, that



204 WORK ABOUT THE FIVE DIALS. [CHAP.

those teachers probably did not know them as
I did in school, and out of school, in their
homes, and often, alas! idling away many
hours outside the public house.

But of all faults the worst to contend with
in a boy is idleness. If he will not work, you
may give him chance upon chance; you may
reprove, you may encourage, nothing will do
them good. I have had a few cases of idle-
ness where I have got a boy a place, but his
laziness caused him to be discharged. I have
come upon boys I knew of seventeen, who
instead of working were playing at marbles
in courts where they never expected to meet
me.

As T have said, the worthless boys have
ceased to come to our school. We have a
regular attendance, and perfect order and quiet.
The boys on entering fall into their proper
places—none have to be called to order. When
we finish, as we always do with a prayer,
there is complete calm. They are all working

lads, some are apprentices, some have learned
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their trades, and some are errand boys. The
work of teaching is no longer one of difficulty,
the civilising has been done, but much more
could still be done if we had more helpers.
We could have more religious teaching on
Sundays, and more classes on the week days.
The boys are now attracted to the school, and
as long as it continues to be conducted in the
same spirit, more and more boys will come.
But the natural consequences of the improved.
discipline is to attract oﬁly the better class
of working boys. To meet the rest a school
must begin again in the worst neighbourhood,
amidst the wild and turbulent spirits. That
work is open still to any one who will under-
take it, and I should gladly welcome any who
would begin it next autumn I am sure they
would meet with as good results as we have had.

In time, with the work of the School Board,
there will, I hope, be no such thing as boys of
fourteen and fifteen coming to us unable to
read, but we shall always find boys who have
learned to read and write, who, like those we:
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now have, having passed the Fifth Standard,
are anxious to come not only to keep up their
learning, but to increase it; and we shall find
that the school, the games, and the club, will
be the best means of preserving the boys from
the evils which surround them in great cities.

. I have mentioned already instances of the
different influences, that various teachers have
over the boys, and I think that almost the first
element of success in dealing with them is
the sympathy that should exist between the
teacher and the taught. We have had a
marked example of this in the Girls’ Night
School held in the same building. It was
begun two years ago, and was so successful
that last year, the school having been open
three nights a week for five months, there was
an average attendance of forty girls, from thir-
teen to twenty years of age. This year the
mistresses are changed from various causes,
and the members have diminished to an average
of nine. At last only six came, and the school
is now closed. '
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Instead of a night school for girls I have
now started a sewing class for them once a
week; it is for those who have left school and
are at work in trades or at home. They readily
bring their pennies to pay for the class, and we
teach them needlework and cutting out, and
great is the delight of these poor girls to be
able to go home and show their mothers that
- they can cut out a shift. The best of mothers
could not well teach their girls to cut out in one
crowded room which is occupied by the whole
family day and night; and nothing contributes
more to the comfort of the home of a working
man than when his wife can make his shirts and
the children’s clothes, instead of buying them
ready-made, as many do in London, a cheap
article perhaps, but ill-sewn and a poor material.

Whilst the girls work a story can be read to
them, or they can join in singing. Work with
both boys and girls of this age is deeply in-
teresting, and no labour will more repay any
person for the time and trouble they may spend
upon it.



CHAPTER X.
AMUSEMENTS AND RECREATIONS,

THE Englishman who travels through Belgium
and Germany will be struck with the easy,
harmless pleasures of the working classes in
those countries. He will ‘'see in the public
gardens of an evening, in most of the foreign
towns, great numbers of people sitting out under
the trees, drinking their coffee and beer, smok-
ing and listening to the music. The wives and
daughters will also be there, and all will be
enjoying quiet recreation, so necessary after the
dull monotony of work. He will also find
abroad, in the very centre of the large towns,
open squares with shady trees and avenues,
and many seats for the weary.

We have squares also in London, but of
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what use are they, with the exception of one,
to any but the inhabitants of those squares?
If those who advocate these closed gardens,
would walk through Leicester Square, or by
the gardens on the Embankment, they would
see what a boon they are to the poor. Many
a sick man or woman will crawl from their
dingy court to these open spaces, and there
finding a comfortable seat and breathing freer
and fresher air than at home will fegain
some of their former health, These im-
provements may come, and will come, I ex-
pect, in time; but what obstacles are always
being thrown in the way of all advancement ?
Lately the Duke of Westminster wished to
open to the public a garden near the Victoria
Station; but the vestry objected to taking
care of it, and it could not be done. We
have more beautiful parks in London, larger
and more numerous than in any other capital
in Europe ; but how little do they benefit the
great mass of the working classes ? There is no
attraction to draw them there, no music, no
P
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refreshment, and were it not for the occasional
political meetings held in Hyde Park, the
Serpentine, the Albert Memorial, and the statue
erected in honour of the Duke of Wellington,
would be unknown to thousands of Londoners.
As for Kensington Gardens it is as little known
to the working man who lives beyond Regent
Street, as Japan is to the ordinary traveller.

This want of outdoor amusement, the sepa-
ration of classes that exist in that respect in
England, is one of the chief causes of drunken-
ness. The public house becomes the only re-
source for the working man. The saying of
“All work and no play makes Jack a dull

boy,” is essentially true amongst our people,
and one of the reasons of the dulness of many
Englishmen is the want of amusement.

Our Sundays are spoken of by the foreigner as
the very depth of dulness: and if it is dull to the
educated what must it not be to the illiterate?

In the poorer parts of the town, Sunday
trading goes on briskly up to twelve o’clock in

the day. There is no timein the week when the
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streets about the Dials are so thronged as this.
It is no doubt necessary to allow the meat
and vegetables for the Sunday dinner to be
bought on that morning by the poor, who have
no larders or places where they can keep any
perishable food ; but if the shops were compelled
to close earlier, the purchasers would be out
earlier, and the Sunday would not be so wasted
as it is. The dinner on that day is often not
ready till two or three o’clock, which leaves but
little time for a walk—the most health-giving
occupation of the Day of Rest. The church-going
time for the poor is in the evening, at seven
o’clock, as few will go in the morning. The
children are sent off to Sunday School, the
mothers shop and cook, whilst the fathers will,
in most cases, take a few extra hours sleep.

It may be well that some shops should be
left open on the Sunday, though I would have
those closed by ten in the morning; but I can
see no reason that could be urged for bonnet
shops, stalls for ribbons, combs, artificial flowers
and sham jewellery, being open on Sunday.

. P2
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.Those who keep these stalls and cheap shops
will tell you that they make more on that day
than on any other day in the week; so unless
all are compelled to close, you cannot expect
one or two to give up such large profits. I
did once find a man who had done so, and
suffered in consequence. He was a Baptist,
and a Sunday School teacher. I found him
one day packing up his goods, I asked him
why he was leaving that street. He said that
he found he could not make his shop pay, as
he did not keep it open on Sunday. I said,
“« Are the Baptists very strict about Sunday
trading ?” He rebuked me by saying, “I should
think all Christians would think it wrong.” This
man had lately taken the shop, and had hoped
that the profits would enable him to marry.
Now, however, he had to give up those hopes
for a time, and return to be a shopman, and
all for conscience’ sake. I have met but few
men who would forego so much for principle.
One other case I once heard of, where a man
.gave up the prospect of thousands sooner than
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traffic in opium ; but such instances are indeed
rare in all positions of life.

To return to the working man’s Sunday.
There are some, not a few of them, who do
not, like my Baptist friend, look upon Sunday
School teaching as the pleasantest of all occu-
pations; what else can they do? Is there
nothing better for them to do than to wait,
as I have often seen them wait outside the
public house, till the appointed hour of its
opening? If the museums and galleries were
opened, as I hope some day they will be, many a
working man would spend his afternoons there,
and from thence he could stroll into the parks.
Let anything be done to make him possess, and
put on, Sunday clothes, so that one day in the
seven should be a Day of Rest. If it is right to
have the shops open on the Sunday morning,
so that the poor may provide for their dinner,
might not the parks be made more attractive,
with refreshments and music on that day?

The greatest benefit conferred on the poor of
late years has been the institution of the Bank
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holidays. St. Lubbock, as he is sometimes
called, has done as much towards improving
the working people as any philanthropist.
There are of course some evils connected
with these holidays, and on these many will
lay hold ; but the advantages far outweigh the
evils. Every year there are fewer commitals
at the police-court after the Bank holidays, as
more and more look forward to these days of
pleasure. They are incentives to lay by money
for an excursion on that day. The children
even will put by their pennies in the bank,
so as to have something to spend on that
holiday ; so that besides the happiness of the
day itself, there is the long drawn-out pleasure
of anticipation.

As you walk through the streets of London
on the summer Bank holidays, you will see
numerous family groups walking towards
the different railway stations; and should
you be on that day in any of the suburban
districts, you will see the parks, commons, and
gardens swarming with holiday folk. So over-
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whelming are the numbers of Londoners who
are anxious then to breathe the country air,
and to enjoy a real holiday, that unfortunately
all places of resort outside London are over-
crowded, taking away from the pleasure of the
visitor, Luckily there are some spots which
cannot be overcrowded. Richmond Park and
Hampstead Heath are large enough to admit
of even more holiday parties than already
frequent these places.

I have known a whole family start at eight
in the morning to spend the day at Hamp-
stead. The father, who is a shoemaker, could
not afford the omnibus fare for himself, his
wife, and five children, so they walked there
and back, carrying between them babies and
bundles. The joy of a holiday is beyond words
to these hardworking people, particularly when
the whole family can join in that pleasure.
Some will go farther than the suburbs, and
will make excursions to Windsor and Brighton :
and I know some artisans who have been over
to France for the two days. One man I know
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who can never leave his work in a shop, takes
advantage of the three days’ holiday and goes
during that time to the north of Scotland.
Does not this give us a notion of the hard
grind of work many have to undergo when
only three days can be spared for a visit 500
miles off? But without the institution of the
Bank holiday even those three days would not
have been given.

For several years I have had a party on the
August Bank holiday—about a hundred guests
from the district I work in: men and women,
lads and girls. I ask no children who can be
left at home, as they always have their treats
and excursions from their Day and Sunday
Schools. These August parties have been most
successful. At first few men came, they did
not understand being asked with their mothers,
and each man thought he would be the only one
there. But by degrees, they discovered that
some men did take this plunge, and now as
many men as women accept the invitations.

Tlhese are sent out on cards specially printed
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for the occasion; and it is curious how much
pleasure they give and how much it enhances
the attractions of the parties. They have
generally taken place in a garden at Kensing-
ton, and a proof of their success—if any
were needed in addition to their own expres-
sions of enjoyment—is that the guests arrive
at three, and do not leave till nine in the even-
ing. During that time we have a sitting-down
tea in the garden—one long table and many
small ones. The refreshments are of a simple
kind—tea, cake, bread and butter, and bread
and jam; and on the tables are bowls full of
flowers and quantities of heather, which is just
then in full bloom. The flowers and heather
the visitors take away with them. After tea
we have singing. Last year many joined—there
was the comic song from the Irishman, the
beautiful, clear, trained voice of the choir boy;
the sentimental, “ Robin is shy, it's very dis-
tressing,” sung by the young girl; the ballads
and sacred songs from one musical friend, and
from another wild and pathetic Scotch melodies.
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The friends who could not sing were still able
to contribute very greatly to the success of the
party, for all talked to the guests, so that each
had some pleasant conversation to remember. -
The attractions of this entertainment consisted
in the leisure, the perfect ease, the freshness of
the lovely garden; and the secret of success was
the sympathy that existed between those enter-
taining and those who came to be entertained.

I once took a party of a hundred persons by
train to Barnes on a Bank holiday. It was a
difficult matter to get them all through the
streets, over the river, into the crowded station,
and to land them safely in the train. Unfor-
tunately one poor deaf, old woman was left
behind. It was a sad misfortune for her, be-
cause she was seventy years of age, and this
was the first party she had ever been asked
to. But a widowed niece, who was taking charge
of her, who had also had rare holidays, feared
she would not reach the station as quickly as
all the others if she lingered with her less active
companion. So she left her behind, and when



x.] AMUSEMENTS AND RECREATIONS. 219

I asked for her at the station, I was told that
the aunt had got lost on the road, as she
walked so slowly. The poor old woman had
in consequence to forego her one holiday, and
the following winter the niece died, and she
- herself went into the workhouse. T tried to get
leave for her to come to the next party I had;
but the paupers are not allowed their liberty on
the Bank holidays, as there would be more
opportunity on those days than on any others
for drunkenness. The next time I have a
party, I must make a special appeal to the
Board of Guardians, so that this poor soul
should for once have the experience of a
day’s uninterrupted pleasure.

As soon as I had got them all into the train, I
had no further difficulty. We got out at Barnes,
walked up to a garden at Roehampton, where
some of the party strolled about, whilst others
went into Richmond Park till we had tea on
the lawn of my friend’s house. And a most
thoroughly happy afternoon was spent, mostly
owing to the help of several friends who joined
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me there, and waited on the guests. But what
I long to do on some Whit Monday, is to take
down a party of London working people, to
see a real wood, such a one as Alton Locke
saw on his way to Cambridge. “At last I
came to a wood—the first real wood that I
had ever seen; not a mere park of stately trees
growing out of smooth turf, but a real wild
copse, tangled branches and grey stems falling
across each other, deep ragged underwood of
shrubs and great ferns like prince’s feathers,
and gay beds of flowers blue and pink and
yellow, with butterflies flitting about them,
and trailers that climbed and dangled from
bough to bough. A poor, commonplace bit
of copse, I dare say in the world’s eyes, but
to me a fairy wilderness of beautiful forms,
mysterious gleams and shadows, teaming with
manifold life.”

To show such a wood to some of the work-
ing people would, I am sure, be giving them
one of the greatest happinesses they could
- have, and I shall not be satisfied till I have



x.] AMUSEMENTS AND RECREATIONS. 221

accomplished my desire. It is only on a Bank
holiday that the families can all have a holiday
together, and such is the force of public opinion
and custom that all now expect this pleasure.

In Lancashire and Cheshire Whit Monday
has always been kept as a general holiday,
and large excursion parties are made to all
the places of attraction in the neighbour-
hood, such as Dunham Park and Alderley
Edge. The mill hands will all turn out on
that day, and any one who has seen them enjoy-
ing themselves at either of these places must
sympathise in the happiness they experiencé
in getting out into the quiet country, far away
from the smoke and dirt of a manufacturing
town. Mrs. Gaskell has well described these
excursionists to both places I mentio.. in her
stories of Pilgrim Street and Libbie Marsk ;
but there is a heartiness and friendly inde-
pendence in the working classes of these
counties which we do not see to the same ex-
tent in Londoners. Here there is, as I have

before said, such isolation; the poor all keep
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so much apart from one another. Girls may
be working in the same workshop, but there
is not friendship or companionship between
them, and their pleasures are therefore isolated,
and they thus lose much enjoyment in life,
for gaiety and brightness of spirits is most
cultivated by companionship. Perhaps the
employers of labour in London do not look on
those they employ as belonging to them and
under their care as much as do many of the
mill-owners.

There is also the institution of Sunday
Schools in those counties which bind - many
together. They are not there confined to
children; grown-up persons still keep on at-
tending the Sunday Schools and classes, and
large parties of these, often consisting of one,
two, or three hundred persons, will join together
in an excursion. When I first began to work
in London, I met a family who had only come
from the north a few years before, and they
would often speak to me of the happy day they
had spent at Alderley Park when they came
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over there from Manchester, being brought by
the managers of a Sunday School. A successful
treat, party, or excursion for the poor does
not only confer pleasure for the day itself, but
the memory of it will last a long time. It
will be a day marked with a white stone, a
day to be remembered, to be talked of after-
wards to friends and children,—a day which
will make them feel that their lives consist
not only of dark or grey days, but also of
bright ones.

Much of the success we have had with our
parties I attribute to the feeling of fellowship
amongst those invited. They seem to belong
to one another, to one parish, to one mother’s
meeting, to one school. Those who have been
to previous parties feel an interest in trying
to make everything go off well, and they do
their best to help and to be useful. Those
who are gathered together are in very different
positions of life. Some are small shopkeepers,
some are well-to-do artisans, some are poor

labourers, some widows who are with difficulty
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getting their daily bread, and some old people
receiving out-door parish relief. Girls who
are working at their trades, or are out in ser-
vice, and are allowed to come to this annual
party, and finally boys who have attended the
Night School, and who have there, though often
of the roughest class, learned civility and
decent behaviour, I have known some of my
guests so poor, though they were steady and
respectélile, that I have had to lend them the
money to get the gown or the coat out of
pledge for that one day, to be returned the
next to the pawnbroker’s.

In the part of London I am speaking of
there is a great mixture of classes, trades, and
occupations. The artisan may live in the same
house, or close by the clerk and the coster-
monger ; the latter are principally Irish, and
they will generally keep much together; and
though the visitor will be cheered by their
heartiness and friendly expressions amidst the
dulness of the English, or the reserve of the
Scotch, yet they will find their habits of dirt
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and untidiness most dispiriting. A poor
Scotchman is rarely met with here; if you do
find any they are generally clean and thriving.
Tailoring and shoemaking is the chief work in
this district ; there are also many unskilled
labourers working as porters for Covent Garden
or in the building trades. Besides these
there are over a hundred trades of various
kinds, all required for the West-end shops,
near which the workmen must live.

From all these I gather my guests, and when
there is a spirit of friendliness and good will,
there will be no difficulty in thus mixing the
very poor with the more comfortable and well-
to-do.

I have dwelt long on the Bank holidays, for
they seem to me the only days for real thorough
enjoyment to the poor. Occasionally there is a
procession through London, the entry of some
princess, or foreign sovereign, and then we see
how eagerly all will flock to the show. It may
rain or it may snow, as it did when the Princess
Royal left her English, or when the Duchess of

Q
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Edinburgh came from her Russian, home ; but
sunshine or rain, the streets are equally crowded,
all turning out for the sight, waiting long hours
for the enjoyment of a few instants. With
what joy did not all Londdn turn out into the
streets to gaze at and welcome that most
beautiful princess who came to us from her
Danish home. A poor boy who saw her pass
by on that day said to me, “ Why, the Princess
looked at me and smiled at me.” .

On any of those occasions when crowds are
gathered together in patient expectation of some
sight, are we not struck with the dull look of
the people? Does not all life and fun seem
crushed out of them by their monotonous toil,
and take from life gaiety and happiness,—and
surely life is then not worth having. To give
harmless pleasures and recreations to the people
should be as much the study of the law-giver as
to improve their dwellings and to educate them.

The governors of the Zoological Gardens have
in the last few years often given tickets to admit
whole schools to visit their gardens. They have
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in this way given a taste for innocent pleasures
to countless numbers of the lower classes, and
we may be sure that those who, as children,
have had a day’s enjoyment in seeing the wild
beasts—the monkeys, the seals, the hippopotamus
and the elephants, will, as soon as they earn
their own living, return to these sights, and
bring others with them to enjoy them also. It
is often only the ignorance of the poor which
keeps them from enjoying that which is quite
within their reach, and it is as essential for
those who are working for the poor, to show
them how they can amuse or enjoy themselves
innocently, as to teach them, or to care for
them when sick.

Many working men are very fond of fish-
ing, and they will often go out of town for
the whole of Sunday with their fishing-rod.
Others will spend their day of rest in taking
walks into the country, and will go to Primrose
Hill, Hampstead, or Richmond.

There is a society at 22, Berners Street, called
the Ladies’ Sanitary Association, which instituted

Q 2
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many years ago the plan of taking parties of
children into the parks. I tried doing this one
year, and took as many children into the
parks as liked to come with me from the school
and the streets where I visited on the Wednes-
day and Saturday afternoons, and I generally
had a band of about forty or fifty children with
me. = We tied red, white, yellow, and blue calico
ribands round their arms, dividing them like
that into smaller bands, which were each put
under the care of an older girl. _Fof the eight
or ten weeks I took them it answered very well;
the children assembled at the school, and we
walked through the streets to St. James’s Park,
Green Park, Hyde Park; we also went to
Westminster Abbey, the Temple Gardens, and
Kensington Gardens.

They brought their little parcels of bread and
butter, and sat down to eat it near some of the
fountains in the parks. The walk began at four,
and they would get home by half-past eight.
These parties answered very well as long as 1
had charge of them ; but when I left town and
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gave them up to the care of a widow, who had
before accompanied us in all our walks, the
party dwindled down till there were but half
a dozen children, and it had to be given up.
I am sure it was of use, and would always be
of use, to get the children out of the streets,
and teach them the way to the parks. Butin
this, as in many other things, those who begin
the work must carry it on.

How easy it is to give happiness to the poor,
and with what trifling expense much can be
done! It will often need little besides thought
and trouble—but it needs-the kind thought,
and especially, as I have before said, warm
sympathy. There was one, who has now
left us, who seemed always devising fresh ways
of helping others, not only those around her,
but those whom she did not know. Her
eager wish to benefit others would make her
extend her loving-kindness to the unknown.
She said to me one day, “Surely you must
know of some hard-worked girl who would
be glad of a fortnight’s visit to the country
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If you know any such, send her down to me.”
I had no difficulty in finding such visitors,
and I sent at three different times girls
wearied with the daily toil of long hours and
never-ceasing work to spend a fortnight in that
small, but beautiful country home. The happi-
ness of Nelly Brown was great at finding her-
self with the poor widow in Berkshire; but fancy
the joy of these girls leaving their hard work,
their poor homes, their small share of the one
room, to be the welcomed guests of the loving
and happy mistress of this pleasant home—ser-
vants anxious to join in the welcome the mis-
tress gave—books to read, gardens and woods
to wander through at will, companionship as
at home, all that was needed to make that
fortnight a paradise. There are still the steady,
good, hard-worked girls, longing for a breath of
country air; but the mistress of that home is
gone, and there are not many to be found like
her, with the same large heart and wide sym-
pathies, not confined, as I said, to her immediate
circle, but extending far beyond to the unknown. -
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Though I have found no help or sympathy
equal to that which I have just referred to, there
are many who help unremittingly in other ways.
Every week some kind ladies send up for my
poor friends a large hamper full of beautiful
flowers. The little nosegays are many of them
tied together by the tiny fingers of the school
children. Sometimes there are bunches of wild-
flowers, sometimes flowers from the cottage
gardens — old-fashioned sweet-william, sweet-
briar, and old man. Then there are bunches
of beautiful roses, branches of may, and some
more choice nosegays that are put aside for
the sick and dying. The hamper comes every
Friday in time to give out the flowers for
Sunday. So eagerly do the children long for
flowers, that when the hamper arrives on the
Friday evening they dance round the van sing-
ing, “the flowers are come, the flowers are
come!” and though they know that I only arrive
at eleven in the morning to distribute the
flowers, many children are there from eight
o'clock waiting for me outside the school.



*
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The sick are first thought of, and then each
have their turn; and if some come late, when
the flowers are gone, I have seen them pick up
the few scattered rose-leaves that may have
dropped on the floor. The pleasure of these
gifts to the poor none can tell who have not
visited them in their own homes, and seen
how they will care for them, cutting their stalks
and changing the water daily that they may
last out the week. Those who walk through
the streets inhabited by the poor may see their
love of flowers in their window-gardens; some
of the poorest houses look bright and gay
with their canary flower, geraniums, creeping-
jenny, and London pride, and the gift of plants
from the parks in autumn is most gratefully
received by the poor.

The first impulse given to the flower mis-
sion was by Miss Stanley, sister of the Dean
of Westminster, who wrote a paper on the
subject in Macmillanw’'s Magazine, and the re-
sponse was prompt and hearty. It has now

spread widely, and there are flower missions to
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hospitals and workhouses all over the kingdom.
Every hamper I receive gives me fresh pleasure,
knowing the joy they give to so many.

It is also a link between the poor of
the country and the poor of London; and it
was through these presents of flowers that I
was once invited by the kind donors to take
three hundred school-children down to some
lovely woods in the neighbourhood of I.ondon.
There we were received by many ladies and
gentlemen, each having undertaken to bring
dinner for about twelve or more children. We
all sat down on the side of a hill, under the
shade of fir-woods, and were waited on with
every attention. After dinner the children
played about, and before we left they all had
tea and cake, and a bag of goodies was given
to each child.

Amongst the pleasures or recreations we can
give to the poor, we may mention the mothers’
meetings. These words are a mystery to many ;
they wonder what enjoyment there can be in
a number of mothers, with several babies, coming
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to spend a couple of hours together. But that
it is a pleasure, none who have been present
at a mothers’ ‘meeting can doubt. A story is
read to them, as they sit and work. I have
often had a -friend with me who could sing,
and troubles and anxieties have been forgotten
for a time, as they listened to the songs, the
ballads, or the hymns sung to them unweariedly
by their friend, comforting the sorrowful and
soothing the careworn. The mothers’ meeting
is also of use as a saving club. They bring their
pence, and materials are given to them when
they have saved sufficiently to pay for them.
Those who think there is but poor entertain-
ment in a mothers’ meeting, do not know how
utterly devoid of amusement or culture is the
life of the generality of the working classes in
London.



CHAPTER XI.
MORE WORKERS WANTED.

WILL those who have followed me thus far
have seen what has been my object in writing ?
what excuse I have for adding to that pile
of books which are increasing in number every
year? My object has been to enlist more
workers for the poor, more, who with an en-
lightened spirit, and with warm sympathy, will
seek to improve the conditions of working
people, not in a sentimental fashion, but with
common sense, and with loving hearts that
will feel the sorrows that, alas! we are often
unable to heal.

But we can do much, and let none despair
and say that their help would be of no use,
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that their efforts would be too feeble to
stem the great tide of misery. From the poor,
I have said, we can often learn, and a story 1
heard a few years ago, of a poor labourer, may
encourage some who have but small scope
for their energies.

This poor man lived in a cottage, in a
far -away neglected part of a large parish.
He cared for his religion above all things,
and he thoﬁght if there was a church in that
apparently God-forsaken spot, the people would
be. less wild and less wicked. So day by
day, as he toiled back from his weary work;
he would beg a brick here, or a large stone
there, and carry them home with him ; till
at last he had a great heap of bricks and
stones near his cottage; and with a real faith
that could remove mountains, he used to say
to his neighbours that these bricks and stones
would build a church. He grew old and the
heap grew ever bigger, and at last, when three-
score and ten years had gone over his head, he
died, and his last words were that the bricks
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and stones he had collected were to be used for
building a church to the glory of God. And
truly his stedfast faith was not misplaced. His
fervent hopes were realised, not indeed, during
his lifetime. But on hearing of the old man’s
pious and life-long work, a great landowner
undertook to finish what the poor man had
begun, and the church was built, the founda-
tions being made of those very bricks and
stones.

These materials were collected slowly, one
by one, and in like manner our efforts may
appear small and insignificant: they may at
times seem to us worthless, but it is not so.
Every visit we pay, every lesson we teach,
helps towards alleviating the great load of
sorrow, of ignorance, and of poverty, which
seems to be crushing out the happiness from
the lives of the poor. The district visitor, the
Sunday - school teacher, the almoner, the
manager of the coffee taverns, of the penny
bank and the workmen’s club, will all be
storing up bricks, which may some day build
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up the happiness and the prosperity of the
working classes.

Many evils can only be rectified by legisla-
tion. But legislation must be brought about
by individual efforts and individual experience.
These will point out where the evil exists that
needs remedy, and therefore the humblest worker
may be helping the most powerful legislator,
and the uneducated but earnest man may be
helping the philosopher who, with his profound
intellect, is trying to work out the best way of
improving Humanity.

There are four great obstacles to the im-
provement of the working classes—want of
Education, Over-crowding, Improvidence, and
Drunkenness. The first of these obstacles we
may consider as overcome, inasmuch as the
School Board will henceforward reach the
poorest and the lowest in our country. The
School Board has now ample power to compel
the children to come and learn. Their schools
are not better in themselves, though they are
as good, as the best denominational schools
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that were already in existence; but they have
the great advantage of compulsory powers,
which was the chief drawback to the thorough
efficiency of the old schools.

As for the Over-crowding, that also we may
hope in time to see remedied, by the operation
of the Artisans’ Dwelling Act, and by the
various companies now formed for the purpose
of building workmen’s dwellings. The Impro-
vidence of the poor will be remedied in future,
it may be hoped, by their improved education,
and by the facilities which are now given to
them for saving.

The National Penny Bank gives advantages
for saving that the Post-office Bank never
possessed. In the Post-office no sum could
be entered under a shilling, nor could any
broken sum be put by ; and above all, the Post-
office is closed after six o’clock, whereas the
National Penny Bank is open every evening from
half-past six till nine o’clock. The first of these
Banks was opened in October, 1875 ; there are
vow twelve branches in different parts of London
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open every evening, and from each of these
are numerous smaller branches, in connection
with schools or workshops. The total amount
of money deposited up to this time, two-and-a-
half years, is 115,654/, 8s.; of this 67,341/. 16s. 4.
has been withdrawn at different times, and the
balance left in is 48,312/ 11s. 34. The branch
which has been opened in the parish where I
visit began its work on the 1st of January, 1876.
There have been, since that time, 5,511 accounts
opened ; 3,459 of these have been closed, but
over 2,000 accounts remain open. Those that
are closed represent in many cases small sums
saved up by children and grown-up people for
use at the Bank holidays. Even if the money
is all withdrawn, the fact of having saved is an
education in itself, and few close an account
without the intention of opening another.

But the greatest obstacle to the improvement
of the labouring classes, and the source of most
of the misery and crime, is the drunkenness
which is so prevalent amongst them,—and how
is this to be cured? Many means have been
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tried, many plans adopted, and each person
will, no doubt, think that their own plan is the
one sure remedy. A Select Committee of the
House of Lords is now sitting to inquire into
the causes of, and the cure for, intemperance.
May their labours be blessed with success, and
in the meantime let all other available means
be tried.

Coffee palaces, coffee taverns, workmen’s
clubs, reading rooms, free libraries, bands of
hope, church temperance societies, all will help
and pave the way for a change in public feel-
ing with regard to drinking. As in the higher
classes the drinking is no longer what it was
in the last century, because public opinion is
against it; so in time the same feeling may
prevail amongst the lower classes.

A coffee tavern has lately been opened in
the Seven Dials, and it vies with its neigh-
bour the gin-palace. Its profits cannot be as
large, but its prospects are most flourishing.
In the lower and upper rooms, working men
come in for breakfast and dinner; they may

R
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bring their own food, and have it cooked at
the charge of one halfpenny,—the cup of cocoa,
coffee, or tea costing a penny, a plate of beef
or ham will be twopence, and two slices of bread
and butter one penny, so that the dinner may
be had for fourpence. The coffee is well made
and of good quality, such as anyone would like
to drink. Everything is clean and attractive, the
men may smoke, and in the evening they may
play at games, and read the papers. The success
of the undertaking may be tested by the
numbers who frequent the tavern, and they

amount to 1,500 or 2,000 a day. From many
of the carriage factories in the neighbourhood
boys are sent every afternoon with cans for
coffee and cocoa. As it becomes more widely
known, the numbers will increase—but such is
the ignorance of many of the poor of what is
happening around them, that a man might be
living in the next street and not know of the
existence of the new coffee tavern. About one
in twenty of the customers are women, and for
many who go out to work by the day itisa
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great boon. This movement will not touch the
drunken, but it may save many from becoming
so. A tavern of some sort is essential, a neces-
sity for many of the working people; and if
they can get coffee they will often not want
intoxicating drinks.

To have any appreciable effect these coffee
taverns and coffee palaces must be multiplied
all over the town, they must be side by side
with the gin-palace ; and the workman can then
choose which he will patronize,

Amongst the working classes in London we
can find many happy homes. The father need
not be a teetotaler, but he will never take more
than is good for him. The length of residence
of weekly tenants, as well as the length of time
a man has worked for one master, will show
the respectable position he holds.

Many working people I know have lived ten
and twenty years as weekly tenants, paying
their twelve or thirteen pounds a year for one
room. One family, I know, have been in the
same room forty-four years, and another came

R 2
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into their room on the death of the mother,
which has made an occupancy of the same
family of over sixty years. Much is said about
the ﬂitting nature of the London working
classes ; in some trades, such as building trades,
it may necessarily be so; but where the work
is done for the West-end shops, for tailors
and shoemakers, there is no need of change,
and the poor man will care as much as the rich
for keeping his one room and staying in his own
street. One of the happiest families I know are
the Johns; the father is a boot-closer; he has
worked for one master many years ; he is always
steady, and so the money he brings home is
enough to keep the family comfortably. Two
boys work at the same trade, the eldest daughter
is a lace-cleaner earning her fifteen or eighteen
shillings a week, and helps to make the home
bright and cheerful. To have more accommoda-
tion, a brother of Mr. John lodges with them,
so that they have three good rooms. Their
sitting-room, where they all have their meals
comfortably together, is gay with pictures hung
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upon- the walls,—looking-glass, curtains, clock,
sofa, books, all give a feeling of comfort and
refinement. They are church-people from con-
viction and choice, and it was John who began
with me the school I have for boys in these pafts.

Another home, where the father is a dressing-
case maker, and has worked for twenty years for
the same master, is as happy a one as the last-
mentioned. The Peters have many children;
they have not as large rooms as the Johns, so
they cannot live in the same comfort; but all
are bright and cheerful,.three girls working at
different trades, all bringing home good weekly
earnings, and happy to continue together under
the protecﬁon and guidance of their parents.
A boy is at home, so gifted with a beautiful
‘voice that he gets in consequence of being a
choir boy enough money to make him free of
expense to his father. Many people say that
trades are bad employments for girls, that they
should go to service, and not have the evenings
at their own disposal; but I am not of this
opinion, for where there is a good home, a
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careful, loving mother, where can daughters be
better than with her? Service is best when the
home is a bad or indifferent one, but not other-
wise ; and though the saying is “that a woman’s
having a good trade makes an idle husband,”
still the time may come in the woman’s life
when the husband dies, or maybe leave her, and
then, if she has children to bring up, the know-
ledge of a trade is a fortune in her hands.

At the night schools for girls or the present
sewing class I have, I can show a number of
girls all living respectably at home and working
at different trades, bringing home sufficient
earnings to keep themselves comfortably and
well, and also putting by in the Penny Bank;
and remember that these girls I am speaking of
live in a neighbourhood surrounded by tempta-
tions, but are kept above them by their own
good principles and home influence.

I have spoken here of but two homes as
essentially happy ones, but there are many
others I know where the brightness and cheer-
fulness of the wife, the steady and intelligent
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work of the husband, the well brought up chil-
dren, make a London working man’s home,
though it may consist but of one or two rooms,
as happy a one as any in England. The homes
I have mentioned in other parts of these pages
have been such; as for instance the Churches,
the Welshs and the Cairns; those words of the
young soldier’s mother will show that love and
unity exists in that family as well as refinement
and religion.

I have said how much the flowers add to the
brightness of the streets of London; there is
another movement lately made, that of erecting
drinking fountains, which has greatly contributed.
to the comfort of the poorer classes. They are
a great boon. You will seldom pass one of
these fountains without seeing some one, man
or child, drinking from them. Would that we
could have more of these as well as more coffee
taverns; but Vestries and Boards of Works often
oppose their erection in places where they are
most wanted.

In the market I have spoken of it was
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intended three years ago to place one in con-
nection with the Drinking Fountain Association;
a design was generously made by one who
knew the wants of the poor, the money was
ready; but the Board of Works would not
consent, though nowhere could it be more
wanted; as for long summer days do the
costermongers stand by their barrows in this
market, and could they but get a drink of water
at the fountain they would not need to turn in
so often to the public-house. So precious is the
water there, that you may see a barefooted child
carrying back to its mother the black kettle
full of fresh water, and it will be waylaid by
many another child to have a drink from the
spout in passing.

In the summer, when the streets are watered,
we are disgusted by the smell of carbolic acid
which is put into the watering-carts; but if this
is needed, how much besides must be needed to
make these poor homes pleasant and refreshing.

But in every way now the poor are being
thought of, whether in sanitary matters, educa-
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tion, hours of labour, or house accommodation.
Many schemes, many undertakings, may be good
for one time but not for another; they may have
accomplished the work they had to do, they
may have been a stepping-stone to something
better. For instance, the Ragged Schools were
invaluable, they did a great work which but
for them would never have been done; mnow
the School Board undertakes the poorest, the
most ragged, who, if really unable to pay, are
paid for, so the work of the ragged schools is no
more needed. In the same way the Refuges
have drawn attention to the want that existed,
and now the Casual Wards of the workhouses do
that work efficiently. Attention has been drawn
to the long hours of work; they have been
shortened, the Saturday half-holiday is estab-
lished, and young children are no longer allowed
to work.

There is one of our time who has been the
foremost in all these works, whether as a philan-
thropist or as a legislator. To Lord Shaftes-
bury we mainly owe the Ragged Schools,
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the Ragged School Shoeblack Society, and
many other institutions; but above all do we
owe to him Factory Acts, Acts for improving
the dwellings, the well-being of the labouring
classes in various ways ; the work to which he
has devoted his whole life—half a century spent
in searching out and remedying the distress
which is around us, but often unnoticed. Not
satisfied has he been to legislate upon the
evidence of others, but he has himself visited
the over-crowded parts of the town, the fever-
stricken garret, or the damp and death-like
kitchens.

Those who have heard him spoken of, as I
have done, by the market-women of Covent
Garden, will know how his work is gratefully
acknowledged and valued by the poor in whose
service he spends himself.

One very important work of this generation is
the Working Men’s College, founded in 1854 by
the Rev. F. D. Maurice. It has done much in
turning the intellectual activity of working
people into a healthy channel. Books are
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now easy of access to most of them ; but they
often need education and teaching to under-
stand the books they possess. Here they can
attend classes where they are taught history,
philosophy, language, literature, art, and phy-
sical science. Mr. Maurice, who established
this College, had the keenest and the most
enthusiastic sympathy for the wants of working
people, both temporal, spiritual, and intellectual.
The object of the College is best set forth in the
words at the heading of the time-table of the
classes held there :—

“ The students are, for the most part, working
men, and the teachers are in general members
of the Universities and of the different profes-
sions, or those who have themselves been
students in the College. Its purpose is to
unite these classes together by associating them
in the common work of teaching and learning.
It provides instruction at the smallest possible
cost (the teaching being almost wholly unpaid)
in the subjects with which it most concerns
English citizens to be acquainted, and thus
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tries to place a liberal education within the
reach of working men.”

Looking round at all these schemes for im-
provement, these institutions, these homes, and
these schools for the poor, does it not seem that
much is being done for the working people?
True! Much is being done, and yet much more
remains to be done. We, of this century, have
been taught by the great Apostle of work, that
“all true work is religion; and whatsoever re-
ligion is not work may go and dwell among the
Brahmins, Antinomians, Spinning Dervishes, or
where it will ; with me it shall have no harbour.
Admirable was that saying of the old monks
¢ Laborare est Orare’ work is worship!” This
truth has been implanted in the minds of many,
thanks to the Teacher who has proclaimed it so
loudly that all must hear.

The lives of many will show that they ac-
knowledge this truth: in different ways they
may have worked, and many have sought out
for themselves new paths by which to benefit
others, Take, for instance, the young man who
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left luxuries and comforts to live in the East of
London, in order to be as one with the people he
would help. Or again, another one, Quixotic
perhaps, but who to know what the labouring
people really felt journeyed from London to
Norfolk on foot, resting on the way at any road-
side inn, in order to enter into the wants of those
he would befriend. Or, again, let me mention
the lady who through her earnest preaching
against intemperance, caused many public
houses to be closed in the country town
where she lived.

These may be workers who have taken a
foremost place; but there remains for us, who
fill the ranks of the army, a real work to
accomplish, though an obscure one. And
as I said at the outset, he who has the time
and the inclination, let him help in the old-
fashioned work of district visiting. For this can
be done by all, rich or poor, learned or unlearned.
As Sarah Martin, the dress-maker in Norfolk,
visited the prisons and taught prisoners, so may
the working men or women in London give, as
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many do, some of their leisure to visiting the
sick, and teaching the ignorant:

One of the best helpers I have had in my
work was the wife of a shopman. I had tried
at several shops, asking if there were any who
would help me in the evening at the school. At
last, after many refusals, I went into a shop in
the centre of the district I was working in. The
master of it said, very civilly, to me, that he did
not think the help I wanted was at allin the line
of any of his shopmen. On which one of them
came forward and said, “I should be glad to
help, but I am already engaged at the Baptist
Chapel. I think though, that Long’s wife might
help you.” And she did help me, most effectively,
for the two years she remained in that neigh-
bourhood, both in teaching and in visiting the
sick. Another helper I had was a young woman
who had to work for her living, but who never
tired of working amongst the poor, and whose
undaunted spirit enabled her to go amongst .
people whom many would have feared to
meet.
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But I would ask those who have time at
their command, who have energy, kindness,
and good sense, to help if they are not already
engaged in some work of this sort. Lawyers,
clerks, soldiers, many of them are working in
the various ways I have described; but there
may be some left who have not yet chosen
their work, and to such I would say, do not
delay. Is it still true in the nineteenth cen-
tury that the harvest is ready but the labourers
are few?

If after reading these pages any should wish
to help in this work about the Five Dials, either
in the night-schools or in district visiting, I
shall gladly welcome them. There is work for
all, men and women, rich or poor. In that
case, let them apply to the Vicar of St. Mary’s,
Crown Street, or through him to me; and
should they wish for an introduction from me
to any of my poor friends, they may rely on one
that will ensure them a hearty welcome, if they
come on their part with sympathy and judg-
ment. Spasmodic work is not of much use;
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it should be continuous when once undertaken.
I have many friends to thank most heartily and
gratefully, who have at different times, and in
various ways, helped me with efficiency and
cordiality, and who, if circumstances had per-
mitted them to give up as much time to the
work as I have done, would, I am sure, have
accomplished far more.

There is so much sorrow in this life, as well
as much happiness; but is it not unequal in
its distribution? And cannot all of us who
have happiness and comforts as our portion of
this world’s goods, do something to make the
balance more even? Can we not give to those
less fortunate some of our time, our culture,
and our joy? Some are still too young to visit
amongst the poor in London; if so, let them pre-
pare themselves for it, if they wish one day to
undertake the work. All will find something
to do, if they wish for it, and without labour
there can be no rest. Do not in your work
seek for any reward, for any return in gratitude
or thanks from those you have helped. A
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good man used to say that he looked on any
benefit he had received as a debt which he could
not perhaps repay to his benefactor, but might
discharge to some other person. Are there any
of us who have not received benefits most abun-
dantly? Let us not then fail to pass them on
to others.

THE END.
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Bronté.—CHARLOTTE BRONTE. A Monograph. By T.
WEeMyYss Reip. With Illustrations. Second Edition, Crown
8vo. 6s.

Myr. Reid’s little volume, which is based largely on letters, hitherto
unpublished, from Charlotte Bronté to her school-fellow and life-long
[riend, Miss Ellen Nussey, is meant (o be a companion, and not a rival,
to Mrs. Gaskells well-known “ Life”’ To speak of the advantage of
making biography autobiographical by the liberal use of cerrespondence has



4 MACMILLAN'S CATALOGUE OF WORKS IN

she was by nature (as Mr. Reid puls it) * a havpy and kigh-spirited girl,
and that even to the very last she had the faculty of overcoming her
sorrows by means of that steadfast courage whick was Rer most precioxs
possession, and to whick she was indebted for ker successive victories over

trials and disappointments of no ordinary character.”
The book is tllustrated by a Portrait of the Rev. Patyick Bronts, several
Views of Haworth and its neighbourkood, and a facsimile of ome of the

- most characteristic of Charlotte’s letters.

Brooke.—THE RAJA OF SARAWAK: an Account of Sir
James Brooke, K.C.B., LL.D.. Given chiefly through Letters
or Journals. By GERTRUDE L. Jaco. With Portrait and
Maps. Two Vols. 8vo. 25s.

“ They who read Miss Facob's book—and all should vead it: all who
are under the delusion that in our time there is no scope for heroism, and
no place for romantic adventure, ond no place for enterprise and ambition
—will see how incident is crowded upon incident, and struggle upon
struggle, Uil in the very abundance of materials that come to her hand
the authoress can scarcely stop to give sufficient distinctness to her
wonderful narrative,”—ACADEMY.

Brooke.—RECOLLECTIONS OF THE IRISH CHURCH.
By RicHARD S. BROOKE, D.D., late Rector of Wyton, Hunts.
Crown 8vo. 4s. 6d.

Bryce.—Works by JaMEs Bryce, D.C.L., Regius Professor of
Civil Law, Oxford :— .

THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE. Sixth Edition, Revised and
Enlarged. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d.
It exactly supplies a want: it affords a key to muck whick men
read of in their books as tsolated facts, but of whick they have hitherto
had no connected exposition set before them.”—SATURDAY REVIEW.

TRANSCAUCASIA AND ARARAT: being Notes of a Vacation
Tour in the Autumn of 1876. With an Illustration and Map.
Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 9s.

“Mpr. Bryce has written a lvely and at the same time an instyuctive
description of the tour he made last year in and about the Cancasus. When
so well-informed a jurist travels into regions seldom visited, and even
walks up a mountain so rarely scaled as Ararat, he is justified in think-
ing that the impressions he brings home are worthy of being communicated
2o the world at large, especially when a terrible war is casting a lurid glow
over the countries he has lately surveyed.”—ATHENZEUM,

Burgoyne. — POLITICAL AND MILITARY EPISODES
DURING THE FIRST HALF OF THE REIGN OF
GEORGE III. Derived from the Life and Correspondence of
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the Right Hon. J. Burgoyne, Lieut.-General in his Majesty’s
Army, and M.P. for Preston. By E. B. pE FONBLANQUE. With
Portrait, Heliotype Plate, and Maps. 8vo. 16s.

Burke.—EDMUND BURKE, a Historical Study. By JoHN
MoRLEY, B.A., Oxon. Crown 8vo. 7s. 64,

4 The style 1s terse and incisive, and brilliant with epigram and
point.  lts sustained power of reasoning, its wide sweep of observation
and reflection, its clevated ethical and social tone, stamp it as a work of
kigh excellence.”—SATURDAY REVIEW,

Burrows.—WORTHIES OF ALL SOULS : Four Centuries of
English History. Illustrated from the College Archives. By
MoNTAGU BURROWS, Chichele Professor of Modern History at
Oxford, Fellow of All Souls. 8vo. 14s.

“ A most amusing as well as a most instructive book.—GUARDIAN,

Campbell.—LOG-LETTERS FROM THE “CHALLENGER.”
By LorD GEORGE CAMPBELL. With Map. Fifth and cheaper
Edition, Crown 8vo. 6s.

“ 4 delightful book, whick we heartily commend to the general reader.”
—SATURDAY REVIEW,

“ We do not hesitate to say that anything so fresh, so picturesque, so
generally delightful, as these log-letters has not appeared among books of
travel for a long time.”—EXAMINER.

“A more lively and amusing record of travel we have mot had the
fortune o read jfor some time. The whole book is pervaded by a spirit of
life, animation, and fun.”—STANDARD.

Campbell.—MVY CIRCULAR NOTES : Extracts from Journals ;
Letters sent Home ; Geological and other Notes, written while
Travelling Westwards round the World, from July 6th, 1874, to
July 6th, 1875. By J. F. CAMPBELL, Author of ‘Frost and
Fire.” 2 vols. Crown 8vo. 25s,

¢ We have read numbers of books of travel, but we can call to mind
few that have given us more genuine pleasure than this. A more agree-
able style of narrative than his it is hardly gossible to concesve. We seem

o be accompanying him in kis trip round the world, so life-like is his

description of the countries he visited.”—LAND AND WATER.

Campbell.-—TURKS AND GREEKS. Notes of a recent Ex-
cursion. By the Hon. DunpLEY CAMPBELL, M.A. With Coloured
Map. Crown 8vo. 3s.6d4. -

Carstares.—WILLIAM CARSTARES : a Character and Career
of the Revolutionary Epoch (1649—1715). By ROBERT STORY,
Minister of Rosneath. 8vo. 12s.
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Chatterton : A BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY. By DanieL
WiLsoN, LL.D., Professor of History and English Literature in
University College,. Toronto. Crown 8vo. 6s. 64.

The EXAMINER thinks this ‘‘the most complete and the purest bio-
graphy of the poet whick has yet appeared.”

Chatterton : A STORY OF THE YEAR 1770. By Professor
MassoN, LL.D. Crown 8vo. 5s. -

Cooper.—ATHENZA CANTABRIGIENSES. By CHAkLzs
Henry CooPER, F.S.A., and THompsoN CoOPER, F.S.A.
Vol. I. 8vo., 1500—8s, 18s.; Vol. IL, 1586—1609, 18s.

Correggio.—ANTONIO ALLEGRI DA CORREGGIO. From
the German of Dr. JuLius MEYER, Director of the Royal Gallery,
Berlin. Edited, with an Introduction, by Mrs. HEATON. Con-
taining Twenty Woodbury-type Illustrations. Royal 8vo. Cloth
elegant. 31s. 64.

¢ The best and most readable biogvaphy of the master at presemt to be

Jfound in the English lamguage.”—ACADEMY. *‘ By its pictures alone

the book forms a worthy tribute to the painter's g2nius.”—PALL MALL

GAZETTE.

Cox (G. V.)—RECOLLECTIONS OF OXFORD. By G.
V. Cox, M.A., New College, late Esquire Bedel and Coroner
in the University of Oxford. Craeaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

““ An amusing farrago of anecdote, and will pleasantly recall in many

& country parsonage the memory of youlhful days.”—TIMES.,

‘¢ Daily News.”—THE DAILY NEWS' CORRESPOND-
ENCE of the War between Germany and France, 1870—1. Edited
with Notes and Comments. New Edition. Complete in One
Volume. With Maps and Plans. Crown 8vo. 6s.

THE DAILY NEWS’ CORRESPONDENCE of the War between
Russia and Turkey, to the fall of Kars. Including the letters of
Mr. Archibald Forbes, Mr. J. E. McGahan, and other Special
Correspondents in Europe and Asia, Second Edition, enlarged.
Crown 8vo. 10s. 64. ‘

Davidson.—THE LIFE OF A SCOTTISH PROBATIONER;
being a Memoir of Thomas Davidson, with his Poems and
Letters. By JAMEsS BrowN, Minister of St. James’s Street
Church, Paisley. Second Edition, revised and enlarged, with
Portrait. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d.

Deas.—THE RIVER CLYDE. An Historical Description of the
Rise and Progress of the Harbour of Glasgow, and of the Im-
provement of the River from Glasgow to Port Glasgow. By J.
Deas, M. Inst. C.E. 8vo. 10s. 64.
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Denison.—A HISTORY OF CAVALRY FROM THE EAR-
LIEST TIMES. With Lessons for the Future. By Lieut.-Col.
GEORGE DeNIsoN, Commanding the Governor-General’s Body
Guard, Canada, Author of * Modern Cavalry,” With Maps and
Plans. 8vo. 18s,

Dilke.—GREATER BRITAIN. A Record of Travel in English-
speaking Countries during 1866-7. (America, Australia, India.)
By Sir CHARLES WENTWORTH DiLkk, M.P. Sixth Edition.
Crown 8vo. 6s.
¢ Many of the subjects discussea in these pages,” says the DAILY NEWS,
“are of the widest interest, and suck as no man who cares for the future
of his rvace and of the world can afford to treat with indifference.”

Doyle.—HISTORY OF AMERICA. By J. A. Dovie. With
Maps. 18mo. 4s. 6d.
““ Mr. Doyle's style is clear and simple, his facts are accurately stated,
and his book is meritoriously free from prejudice on gquestions where
partisanship runs high amongst us’—SATURDAY REVIEW.

Drummond of Hawthornden: THE STORY OF HIS
LIFE AND WRITINGS. By PROFESsOR MassoN. With Por-
trait and Vignette engraved by C. H. JEENS. Crown 8vo. 10s. 6d.

“ Ayound his hero, Professor Masson groups national and individual
episodes and sketches of character, which are of the grealest interest, and
whick add to the value of a biographical work whick we warmly recom-
mend lo the lovers of thoroughly healthy books.”—NOTES AND QUERIES.

Duff.—NOTES OF AN INDIAN JOURNEY. By M. E. GRANT-
DuFF, M.P., late Under Secretary of State for India. With Map.
8vo. 105. 6d.

¢ These notes are full of pleasant yemarks and illustrations, borrowed
from every kind of source.”—SATURDAY REVIEW,

Elliott.—LIFE OF HENRY VENN ELLIOTT, of Brighton.
By JosiaH BATEMAN, M.A., Author of ¢‘Life of Daniel Wilson,
Bishop of Calcutta,” &c. With Portrait, engraved by JEENSs.
Extra fcap. 8vo. Third and Cheaper Edition, with Appendix, 6s.

“A very charming piece of religious biography; mo one can read it
without both pleasure and profit.”—BRITISH QUARTERLY REVIEW,

Elze.—ESSAYS ON SHAKESPEARE. By Dr. KarL ELzE.
Translated with the Author’s sanction by L. DorA SCHMITZ,
8vo. 125

4 more desirable contribution to crilicism has not recently been made.”

—ATHENAEUM.

Eton College, History of. By H. C. MaxweLL LvTE,
M.A. With numerous Illustrations by Professor DELAMOTTE,
Coloured Plates, and a Steel Portrait of the Founder, engraved
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by C. H. JEENs. New and cheaper Issue, with Corrections.
Medium 8vo. Cloth elegant. 21s.
¢ Hitherto no account of the College, with all its assoctations, has
pppeared which can compare either in completeness or im intevest with
this. . . . It is indeed a book worthy of the ancient remown of King
Henry's College.”—DAILY NEWS.
““ We areat length presented with a work on England’s greatest public
sckool, worthy of the subject of whick it treats. . . . A really valuavleand
authentic history of Eton College.”—GUARDIAN.

European History, Namated in a Series of Historical
" Selections from the best Authorities. Edited and arranged by
E. M. SEWELL and C. M. YoNGE. First Series, crown 8vo. 6s.;
Second Series, 1088-1228, crown 8vo. 6s. Third Edition.
.+ We know of scarcely anything,” says the GUARDIAN, of this volume,
“whick is so likely w raise to a higher level the average standard of
English education.”

Faraday.—MICHAEL FARADAY. By J. H. GLADSTONE,
Ph.D., F.R.S. Second Edition, with Portrait engraved by JEENS
from a photograph by J. WATKINs. Crown 8vo. 4s. 6.

PORTRAIT. Artist’s Proof. 5s.

CONTENTS :—J1. The Story of his Life. II. Study of kis Character.
II1. Fruits of his Experience. 1IV. His Method of Writing. V. The
Value of his Discoveries.—Supplementary Portraits. Appendices :—List
of Honorary Fellowships, etc.

Fisher.—THE CALIFORNIANS. By WALTER M. FISHER.

- Crown 8vo. 6s.
. ¢ His volume is of great interest and value,”—WESTMINSTER REVIEW,

Forbes.—LIFE AND LETTERS OF JAMES DAVID
FORBES, F.R.S., late Principal of the United College in the
University of St. Andrews. By J. C. SHAIRP, LL.D., Principal
of the United College in the University of St. Andrews; P. G.
Talt, M.A., Professor of Natural Philosophy in the University
of Edinburgh; and A. Apams-Remry, F.R.G.S. 8vo. with
Portraits, Map, and Illustrations, 16s.

““ Not only a biography that all should read, but a scientific treatise,
without whick the shelves of no physicist's library can be deemed com-
plete,”’—STANDARD.

Freeman.—Works by EDWARD A. FReemaN, D.C.L.,LL.D. :—
. HISTORICAL ESSAYS. Third Edition. 8vo. 10s. 64.
CONTENTS :—1. *“The Mythical and Romantic Elements in Early
English History;” II ‘‘The Continuity of English History;” Il
“ The Relations between the Crowns of England and Scotland ;” IV.
“ St. Thomas of Canterbury and his Biograthers;” V. *“ The Reign of
Edward the Third :” VI *“ The Holy Roman Empire;” VII, *The
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Franks and the Gauls ;” VIII. ““The Early Sieges of Paris;” IX.
S Frederick the birst, King of ltaly;” X. *‘ The Emperor Frederick the
Second :”’ X1, “Charles the Bold;” XII, *“ Presidential Gover ¢

A SECOND SERIES OF HISTORICAL ESSAYS. 8vo.

10s. 6d.

The principal Essays are :(—* Ancient Greece and Mediaval Italy :”
“Mr. Gladstonds Homer and the Homeric Ages:” * The Historians
of Athens:” ** The Athenian Democracy :” *“ Alexander the Great:”
$Greece during the Macedonian Period:” *‘Mommsen's History of Rome
 Lucius Cornelius Sulla :” *‘ The Flavian Casars.”

COMPARATIVE POLITICS.—Lectures at the Royal Institution.
To which is added the ¢ Unity of History,” the Rede Lecture at
Cambridge, 1872. 8vo. 14s.

THE HISTORY AND CONQUESTS OF THE SARACENS.
Six Lectures. Third Edition, with New Preface. Crown 8vo.

3. 6d.
“My. Freeman opportunely reprints his erudite and wvaluable lec-
tures.”—DAILY TELEGRAPH.

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL SKETCHES:
chiefly Italian. With Illustrations by the Author. Crown 8vo.
105, 6d.

“ Mr. Freeman may here be said to give us a series of * notes on the
spot’ in dlustration of the intimate relations of History and Architecture,
and this is done in so masterly a manner—there is so much freshness, so
much knowledge so admirably condensed, that we are almost tempted to
say that we prefer these sketches to his more elaborgte studies.””—NONCON-
FORMIST. :

HISTORY OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, from the Foun-
dation of the Achaian League to the Disruption of the United
States. Vol. I. General Introduction, History of the Greek
Federations. 8vo. 21s.

OLD ENGLISH HISTORY. With Five Coloured Maps. Fourth
Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo., half-bound. 6s.

“ The book indeed is full of instruction and inlevest to students of all
ages, and he must be a well-informed man indeed who will not rise
from 3ts perusal with clearer and more accurate ideas of a too muck
neglected portion of English history.”—SPECTATOR.

HISTORY OF THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF WELLS,
as illustrating the History of the Cathedral Churches of the Old
Foundation. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d.

46 The history assumes in Mr. Freeman's hands a significance, and, we

may add, a practical value as suggestive of what a cathedral ought io be,
whick make it well worthy of mention.” —SPECTATOR,
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stands alone as the one general history of the country, for the sake of
whick all others, if young and old are wise, will be speedily and surdy sa
aside,”

STRAY STUDIES FROM ENGLAND AND ITALY. Crown
8vo. 8s. 6d4. Containing : Lambeth and the Archbishops—The
Florence of Dante—Venice and Rome — Early History of Oxford
—The District Visitor—Capri—Hotels in the Clouds— Sketches
in Sunshine, &c.

" $“Oneand all of the papers are eminently readable.” — ATHENZEUM.

Hamerton.—Works by P. G. HAMERTON :—

THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE. With a Portrait of Leonardo da
Vinci, etched by LEoPOLD, FLAMENG. Second Edition. Crown
10s5. 6d. 8vo.

“We have read the whole book with great pleasure, and we can re-
commend it strongly to all who can appreciate grave reflections on a very
smportant subject, excellently illustrated from the resources of a mind
stored with much reading and much keen okservation of real life."—
SATURDAY REVIEW.

THOUGHTS ABOUT ART. New Edition, revised, with an
Introduction. Crown 8vo. 8s. 6d.
“A manual of sound and thorough criticsm on art)’—STANDARD.
¢ The book is full of thought, and worthy of attentive consideration.”’—
DaILy NEws.

Hill —WHAT WE SAW IN AUSTRALIA. By ROSAMOND
and FLORENCE HiLL, Crown 8vo. 10s. 64.
““ May be recommended as an interesting and truthful picture of the
condition of those lands whick are so ggstant and yet so much like home.”
—SATURDAY REVIEW.

Hole.—A GENEALOGICAL STEMMA OF THE KINGS
OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE. By the Rev. C. HOLg,
M. A., Trinity College, Cambridge. On Sheet, Is.

A BRIEF BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY. Compiled and

Arranged by the Rev. CHARLES HoLE, M.A. Second Edition.
18mo. 4s. 6d.

Hozier (H. M.)—Works by Capran HENRy M. Hozigw,
late Assistant Military Secretary to Lord Napier of Magdala :—

THE SEVEN WEEKS’ WAR; Its Antecedents and Incidents.
New and Cheaper Edition, With New Preface, Maps, and Plans.
Crown 8vo. 6s.

“ All that Mr. Hosier saw of the great events of the war—and ke saw

a large shave of them—he describes in clear and vivid language’—
SATURDAY REVIEW,
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Hozier (H. M.)—continued.

THE BRITISH EXPEDITION TO ABYSSINIA. Compiled

from Authentic Documents. 8vo. gs.

¢ This,” says the SPECTATOR, ‘‘will be the account of the Abys-
sinian Expaa’zt‘wn Jor pro/emonal reference, zf not jfor professional
reading. Iis literary merils are really very great.”

THE INVASIONS OF ENGLAND : a History of the Past, with

Lessons for the Future. Two Vols. 8vo. 28s.

The PALL MALL GAZETTE says :—*‘ As to all invasions executed, or
deliberately projected but not carrvied out, from the landing of Fulius
Ceasar to the raising of the Boulogne camp, Captain Hozier furnishes
copious and most inleresting particulars. Nor is his manner inferior to
his matter. He writes with admirable lucidity. His narrative, too, in
addition to its clearness and animation, is flavoured with muck delicate
humour, often of a very significant kind.”

Hibner.—A RAMBLE ROUND THE WORLD IN 1871. By
M. LE BarRON Hi/BNER, formerly Ambassador and Minister.
Translated by LADY HERBERT. 2 vols. 8vo. 23s.

€ It is difficult to do ample justice to this pleasant narrative of travel
v« . 1 does not contain a single dull paragraph.”—MORNING PosT.

Hughes.—Works by TnHoMas HucHEs, Q.C., Author of *Tom
Brown’s School Days.”

MEMOIR OF A BROTHER. With Portrait of GEORGE HUGHES,
after WATTS. Engraved by JEENs. Crown 8vo. §s. Sixth
Edition.

¢ The boy who can read this book without deriving from it some addi-

tional impulse lowards honourable, manly, and independent conduct, has
no good stuff in him.”—DAILY NEWS.

ALFRED THE GREAT. New Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

Hunt.—HISTORY OF ITALY. By the Rev. W. HUNT, M.A.
Being the Fourth Volume of the Historical Course for Schools.
Edited by EbwWARD A. FREEMAN, D.C.L. 18mo. 3s.

 Mr. Hunt gives us a most compact but very readable little book, con-
taining in small compass a very complete outline of a :omplzmled and
perplexing subject. 1t is a book whick may be safely recommended to
others besides schoolboys””—JOHN BULL.

Irving.—THE ANNALS OF OUR TIME. A Diurnal of Events,
Social and Political, Home and Foreign, from the Accession of
Queen Victoria to the Peace of Versailles. By JoSEPH IRVING.
Fourth Edition. 8vo. half-bound. 16s.

ANNALS OF OUR TIME. Supplement. From Feb. 28, 1871,
to March 19, 1874. 8vo. 4s. 6d.
““ We have before us a trusty and ready guide to the events of the
past thirty years, available equally for the statesman, the politician, the
public writer, and the general reader.,”—TIMES.
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Macmillan (Rev. Hugh).—For other Works by same Author,
see THEOLOGICAL and SCIENTIFIC CATALOGUES.

HOLIDAYS ON HIGH LANDS ; or, Rambles and Incidents in
search of Alpine Plants. Second Edition, revised and enlarged.
Globe 8vo. cloth. 6s.

¢ Botanical knowledge is blended with a love of nature, a pious en-

thusiasm, and a rick felicity of diction not to be met with in any works
of kindred character, if we except those of Hugh Miller.”—TELEGRAPH.
“Mr. Macmillan's glowing pictures of Scandinavian scenery,”—
SATURDAY REVIEW,

Macready.—MACREADY’S REMINISCENCES AND SE-
LECTIONS FROM HIS DIARIES AND LETTERS. Edited
by Sir F. PoLLock, Bart., one of his Executors. With Four
Portraits engraved by JEENs. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown
8vo. 7s. 6d.

“ds a careful and for the most part just estimate of the stage during

a very brilliant period, the altraction of these volumes can scarcely be

surpassed. . . . . Readers who have no special inlerest in theatrical

malters, but enjoy miscellaneous gossip, will be allured from page to page,
attracted by familiar names and by observations upon popular actors and
authors.”—SPECTATOR.

Mahaffy.—Works by the Rev. J. P. MAHAFFY, M.A., Fellow of
Trinity College, Dublin :—

SOCIAL LIFE IN GREECE FROM HOMER TO MENAN-
DER. Third Edition, revised and enlarged, with a new chapter
on Greek Art. Crown 8vo. 9s.

¢ It should be in the hands of all who desire thoroughly to understand

and to enjoy Greek literature, and to get an intelligent idea of the old Greck
life, political, social, and religious.”—GUARDIAN,

RAMBLES AND STUDIES IN GREECE. With Illustratibns.
Crown 8vo. New and enlarged Edition in the Press.

“ A singularly instructive and agreeable volume.”— ATHENZUM.

Margary.—THE JOURNEY OF AUGUSTUS RAYMOND
MARGARY FROM SHANGHAE TO BHAMO AND BACK
TO MANWYNE. From his Journals and Letters, with a brief
Biographical Preface, a concluding chapter by Sir RUTHERFORD
ALcock, K.C.B., and a Steel Portrait engraved by JEENS, and
Map. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

“ There is a manliness, a cheerful spirit, an inkerent vigour whick
was never overcome by sickness or debility, a tact whick congquered the
prejudices of a strange and suspicious fapulalim, a quict self-reliance,
always combined with deep religious feeling, unalloyed by eithey priggish-
ness, canl, or suferstition, that ought to commend this volume to readers
sitting quietly at home who feel any pride in the high estimation accorded
t0 men of their race at Yarkand or at Khiva, in the heart of Africa, or
on the shores of Lake Sevi-kul,”—SATURDAY REVIEW.

-
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Martin.—THE HISTORY OF LLOYD’S, AND OF MARINE
INSURANCE IN GREAT BRITAIN. With an Appendix
containing Statistics relating to Marine Insurance. By FREDERICK
MARTIN, Author of ¢ The Statesman’s Year Book.” 8vo. 14s.

“We have in the editor of the ‘Slatesman’s Year Book’® an in-
dustr ious and conscientious guide, and we can certify that in his ¢ History

on Lloyd's’ ke has produced a work of more than passing interest.”—

IMES.

Martineau.—BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, 1852—1875.
By HARRIET MARTINEAU. With Additional Sketches, and Auto-
biographical Sketch. Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

“ Miss Martineaw'’s large literary powers and her fine intellectual
training make these little sketches more instructive, and constitute them
more genuinely works of art, than many more ambitious and diffuse
biographies.”—FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW,

Masson (David)-—For other Works by same Author, sec PHILO-
SOPHICAL and BELLES LETTRES CATALOGUES.

CHATTERTON : A Story of the Year 1770. By DAVIDMASSON,
LL.D., Professor of Rhetoric and English Literature in the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh. Crown 8yo. 5s.

“ One of this popular writer's best essays on the English poets.”—

STANDARD. :

THE THREE DEVILS: Luther’s, Goethe’s, and Milton’s ; and

other Essays. Crown 8vo. 5s.

WORDSWORTH, SHELLEY, AND KEATS; and other
Essays. Crown 8vo. 5s.

Maurice.—THE FRIENDSHIP OF BOOKS; AND OTHLR
LECTURES. By the Rev. F. D. MAurice. Edited with Pre-
face, by THoMAs HuGHES, Q.C. Crown 8vo. 10s. 64.

 The high, pure, sympathetic, and truly ckaritable nature of Mr.

Maurice is delightfully visible throughout these lectures, whick are ex-

cellently adaptea to spread a love of literature amongst the people)’—

DALY NEWS,

Mayor (J. E. B.)-WORKS edited by Joun E. B. MAYOR,
M.A., Kennedy Professor of Latin at Cambridge :—
CAMBRIDGE IN. THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. Part 1I.
Autobiography of -Matthew Robinson. Fcap. 8vo., 5s. 6d.
LIFE OF BISHOP BEDELL. By his SoN. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 64.

Melbourne.—MEMOIRS OF THE RT. HON WILLIAM,
SECOND VISCOUNT MELBOURNE. By W. M. TORRENS,
M.P. With Portrait after Sir. T. Lawrence. 2 Vols. 8vo. 325,

B
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“ As might be expected, ke has produced a book whick will command
and reward attention. It contains a great deal of valuable matter and
a great deal of animated, clegant writing.”—QUARTERLY REVIEW.

Mendelssohn.—LETTERS AND RECOLLECTIONS. By
FERDINAND HILLER. Translated by M. E. VoN GLEHN. With
Portrait from a Drawing by KARL MULLER, never before pub-
lished. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. %s. 6d.

4 This is a very interesting addition to our knowledge of the great
German composer. It reveals him to us under a new light, as the warm-
hearted comrade, the musician whose soul was in his work, and the home-
loving, domestic man.”—STANDARD.

Merewether.—BY SEA AND BY LAND. Being a Trip
through Egypt, India, Ceylon, Australia, New Zealand, and
America—all Round the World. By HENRY ALWORTH MERE-
WETHER, one of Her Majesty’s Counsel. Crown 8vo. 8s. 64.

Michael Angelo Buonarotti ; Sculptor, Painter, Architect.
The Story of his Life and Labours. By C. C. BLACK, M.A.
Illustrated by 20 Permanent Photographs. Royal 8vo. cloth
elegant, 31s. 6d.

¢ The story of Mickael Angels's life remains interesting whatever be the
manner of telling it, and supported as it is by this beautiful series of phote-
praphs, the volume must take vank among the most splendid of Christmas
books, fitted to serve and to outlive the season.”—PALL MALL GAZETTE.

Michelet.—A SUMMARY OF MODERN HISTORY. Trans-
lated from the French of M. MICHELET, and continued to the
present time by M. C. M. SiMPsoN. Globe 8vo.. 4s. 6.

“ We are glad to see one of the ablest and most useful summaries of

European history put into the hands of Finglish readers. Thke transia-

tion is excellent.”—STANDARD.

Milton.—LIFE OF JOHN MILTON. Narrated in connection
with the Political, Ecclesiastical, and Literary History of his Time.
By Davip MassoN, M.A., LL.D., Professor of Rhetoric and
Enflish Literature in the University of Edinburgh. With Portraits.
Vol. 1. 18. Vol. IL, 1638—1643. 8vo. 16s. Vol IIL
1643—1649. 8vo. 18s. Vols. IV. and V. 1649—1660. 32s.
This work is not only a Biography, but also a continuous Political, Eccle
stastical, and Literary History of England through Miltos’s whole time.

Mitford (A. B.)—TALES OF OLD JAPAN. By A. B.
Mi1TFORD, Second Secretary to the British Legation in Japan.
With upwards of 30 Illustrations, drawn and cut on Wood by
Japanese Artists. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

“ These very original volumes will always be inlesvesting as memorials
of @ most exceptional society, while vegarded simply as tales, they are
sparkling, sensational. ani dramatic, and the orsginality of their idea
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and the guaintness of their language give them a most captivating
piguancy. The illustrations are extremely intevesting, and for the
curious in such mallers have a special and particular value.”—PALL
MALL GAZETTE.

Monteiro.—ANGOLA AND THE RIVER CONGO. By
JoacHiM MoNTEIRO. With numerous Illustrations from Sketches
taken on the spot, and a Map. Two Vols. crown 8vo. 21s.

““ Gives the first detailed account of a part of tropical Africa which is
little knownto Englishmen. . . . . The remarks on the geography aud
300logy of the country and the manners and customs of the various races
inkabiting it, are extremely curious and interesting.”—SATURDAY RE-
VIEW. *‘ Full of valuable information and muck picturesque description.”
PaLL MALL GAZETTE.

Morison.—THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SAINT BERNARD,
Abbot of Clairvaux. By JAMEs COTTER MoORIsON, M.A. New
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s.

The PALL MALL GAZETTE calls this * A delightful and instructive
0lume, and one of the best products of the modern historic spirit.”

Napoleon.—THE HISTORY OF NAPOLEON I By P.
LANFREY. A Translation with the sanction of the Author. Vols.
I. IL. and IIL.  8vo. price 12s. each.

The PALL MALL GAZETTE says it is ‘“‘one of -#he most striking
preces of historical composition of whick France has to boast,” and the
SATURDAY REVIEW calls it * an excellent translation of a work on every
ground deserving to be translated. 1t is unquestionably and i ably
the best that has been produced. It is in fact the only work lo whick we
can turn for an accurate and trustworthy narrvative of that extraordinary

career. . . . The book is the best and indeed the only trustworthy history
of Napoleon which has been written.”
Nichol.—TABLES OF EUROPEAN LITERATURE AND

HISTORY, A.D. 200—1876. By J. NicHor, LL.D.,
Professor of English Language and Literature, Glasgow. 4to.
6s. 6d.

TABLES OF ANCIENT LITERATURE AND HISTORY,
B.C. 1500—A.D. 200. By the same Author. 4to. 4s. 64.

Oliphant (Mrs.).—THE MAKERS OF FLORENCE : Dante
Giotto, Savonarola, and their City. By Mrs. OLIPHANT. With
numerous Illustrations from drawings by Professor DELAMOTTE,
and portrait of Savonarola, engraved by JEENs. Second Edition.
Medium 8vo. Cloth extra. 2fs.

¢ Mrs. Oliphant has made a beautiful addition to the mass of literature
already piled round the records of the Tuscan capitgl.”—TIMES, -

B2
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““ We are grateful to Mrs. Oliphant for her cloguent and beautiful
sketches of Dante, Fra Angelico, and Savonarola. They are picturesque,
Sull of lite, and rich in detail, and they ave charmingly sllustrated by the
art of the engraver.” —SPECTATOR.

Oliphant.—THE DUKE AND THE SCHOLAR; and othe
Essays. By T. L.;KINGTON OLIPHANT. 8vo. 7s. 6d.
¢ This volume contains one of the most beautiful biographical essays we
kave seen since Macaulay’s days.” —STANDARD.

Otte.—SCANDINAVIAN HISTORY. By E. C. OTTE. With
Maps. Extra fcap. 8vo. 6s.
‘“ We have peculiar pleasure in vecommending this intelligent résume
of Northern history as a book essential to every Englishman whko interets
himself in Scandinavia.”— SPECTATOR.

Owens College Essays and Addresses.—By Pro-
FESSORS AND LECTURERS OF OWENS COLLEGE, MANCHESTER.
Published in Commemoration of the Opening of the New College
Buildings, October 7th, 1873. 8vo. 14s.

Palgrave (Sir F.)—HISTORY OF NORMANDY AND
OF ENGLAND. By Sir FRANCIS PALGRAVE, Deputy Keeper
of Her Majesty’s Public Records. Completing the History to the
Death of William Rufus. Vols. IL—IV. 21s. each.

Palgrave (W. G.)—A NARRATIVE OF A YEAR'S
JOURNEY THROUGH CENTRAL AND EASTERN
ARABIA, 1862-3. By WILLIAM GIFFORD PALGRAVE, late of
the Eighth Regiment Bombay N.I. Sixth Edition. With Maps,
Plans, and Portrait of Author, engraved on steel by Jeens. Crown
8vo.

¢ He has not only written one of the best books on the Arabs and one
of the best books on Arabia, but he has done so in a manner that must
sommand the respect no less than the admiration of his [fellow-country-
men.” —FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW.

ESSAYS ON EASTERN QUESTIONS. By W. GIFrorD
PALGRAVE. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

¢ These essays are full of anecdote and intevest. The book s decidedly
e valuable addition to the stock of lilerature on whick men must
base their opinion of the difficult social and political problems sug-
g=sted by the designs of Russia, the capacilty of Makometans
sovereignty, and the good government and retention of India.”—
SATURDAY REVIEW.

DUTCH GUIANA. With Maps and Plans. 8vo. gs.

‘“ His pages are nearly exhaustive as far as facls and statistics gv,
while they are lightened by graphic social sketches as well as sparkiing
descriptions of scenery,”’—SATURDAY REVIEW.
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Patteson.—LIFE AND LETTERS OF JOHN COLERIDGE
PATTESON, D.D., Missionary Bishop of the Melanesian Islands.
By CHARLOTTE M. YONGE, Author of ¢ The Heir of Redclyffe.”
With Portraits after RICHMOND and from Photograph, engraved by
JEeENs. With Map. Fifth Edition. Two Vols. Crown 8vo. 12s.
““ Miss Yonges work is in one respect a model biography. It is made
up almost entively of Pattesor's own letters. Aware that ke had left ks
kome once and for all, his corvespondence took the form of a diary, and
as we read on we come to know the man, and to love him almost as tf we
kad seen iim.”—ATHENZEUM. *‘ Suck a life, with its grand lessons of
unselfishness, is a blessing and an honour to the age in which it is lived ;
the bwgraphy cannot be studied without pleasure and profit, and indeed
we skould think little of the man who did not rise from the study of it
better and wiser. Neither the Church nor the nation whick produces
suck sons need ever despuir of #ts future.”—SATURDAY REVIEW.

Pauli.—PICTURES OF OLD ENGLAND. By Dr. REINHOLD
PauLl. Translated, with the approval of the Author, by E. C.
O1TE. Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. )

Payne.—A HISTORY OF EUROPEAN COLONIES. By
E. J. PAYNE, M.A. With Maps. 18mo. 4s. 6d.

The TIMES says :—** We have seldom met with a historian capable of
forming a more comprehensive, far-seeing, and unprefudiced estimate of
events and peoples, and we can commend this little work as one certain to
prove of the highest interest to all thoughtful readers.”

Persia.—EASTERN PERSIA. An Account of the Journeys of
the Persian Boundary Commission, 1870-1-2.—Vol. 1.” The Geo-
graphy, with Narratives by Majors ST. JOHN, LOVETT, and EUAN
SMITH, and an Introduction by Major-General Sir FREDERIC
GoLpsMID, C.B., K.C.S.1., British Commissioner and Arbitrator.
With Maps and Illustrations.—Vol. II. The Zoology and Geology.
By W. T. BranvorD, A.R.S.M., F.R.S. With Coloured Illus-
trations. Two Vols. 8vo. 42s.

““ The wvolumes largely increase our store of information about
conuntries with whick Enmglishmen ought to be familiar. . . . .
They throw into the shade all that hitherto has appeared in our tongue
vespecting the local features of Persia, its scenery, ils resomwyces, even tts
social condition. They contain also abundant evidence of KEnglish
ndurance, daring, and spirit.” —TIMEs.

Prichard.—THE ADMINISTRATION OF INDIA. From
1859 to 1868. The First Ten Years of Administration under the
Crown. By I. T. PRICHARD, Barrister-at-Law. Two Vols.
Demy 8vo. With Map., 21s.
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Raphael.—RAPHAEL OF URBINO AND HIS FATHER
GIOVANNI SANTL: By J. D. PASSAVANT, formerly Director
of the Museum at ‘Frankfort. With Twenty Permanent Photo-
graphs. Royal 8vo. Handsomely bound. 31s. 64.

The SATURDAY REVIEBW says of them, ‘‘ We have seem mot a fow
diegant specimens of Mr., Waadémy’: new process, but we Aave seem
none that equal these.”

Reynolds.—SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS AS A PORTRAIT
PAINTER. AN ESSAY. By']. CHURTON COLLINs, B.A.
Balliol College, Oxford. Illustrated by a Series of Portraits of
distinguished Beauties of the Court of George IIL ; reproduced
in Autotype from Proof Impressions of the celebrated’ Engravings,
by VALENTINE GREEN, THoMAs WaTsoN, F. R. SMiITH, E.
FISHER, and others. Foho half-morocco. £5 5s.

Robinson (H. Crabb).—THE DIARY, REMINISCENCES,
AND CORRESPONDENCE, OF HENRY CRABB ROBIN-
SON, Barrister-at-Law. Selected and Edited by THoOMAs
SADLER, Ph.D. With Portrait. Third and Cheaper Edition.
Two Vols. Crown 8vo. 125

The DAILY NEWS says: “ The two books whick are most Iuédy t
mnm/e change of literary ta.rte, and to charm while instructin, ;

er gmeratwn, are the ‘Diary’ of Pepys and BoswelPs- ¢ Life of

ﬁm‘on The day will come wken to these many will add the ¢ Diary of

Henry Crabb Robimson.” Excellences like those which render the persomal

revelations of Pepys and the observations of Boswell suck plmant reading

abound in this work.”

Rogers (James E. Thorold).—HISTORICAL GLEAN.
INGS : A Series of Sketches. Montague, Walpole, Adam Smith,
Cobbett. By Prof. ROGERS. Crown 8vo. 45. 64. Secdbnd Series.
Wiklif, Laud, Wilkes, and Horne Tooke. Crown 8vo. 6s.

Routledge.—CHAPTERS IN THE HISTORY OF POPULAR
PROGRESS IN ENGLAND, chiefly in Relation to the Freedom

of the Press and Trial by ]’ury, 1660—1820. With apphcatlon 0.

later years, By J. ROUTLEDGE. 8vo. I6s.
“ The volume abounds in facts and information, almost al'waw u.re/ul
and often curious.”’—TIMES.

Rumford.—COUNT RUMFORD'’S COMPLETE WORKS,
with Memoir, and Notices of his Daughter. By GEORGE ELLIS.

Five Vols. 8vo. 4/. 14s. 6d.

Seeley (Professor). — LECTURES AND ESSAYS. By
R. SEELEY, M.A. Professor of Modern History in the
University of Cambridge. 8vo. 10s. 64,
CONTENTS :—Roman Imperialism: 1. The Great Roman Revolu-
tion; 2. The Proximate Cause of the Fall of the Roman Empsrc;
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The Later Empive.—Milton’s Political Opinions — Miltor's Poetry
—ZElementary Principles in Art—Liberal Education in Universities
— Englisk in Schools —The Churck as a Teacker of Morality—The
Teacking of Politics: an Inaugural Lecture delivered at Cambridge.

Shelburne.—LIFE OF WILLIAM, EARL OF SHELBURNE,
AFTERWARDS FIRST MARQUIS OF LANSDOWNE.
With Extracts from his Papers and Correspondence. By Lord
EpMOND FITZMAURICE. In Three Vols. 8vo. Vol I. 1737—
1766, 12s.; Vol. II. 1766—1776, 125, ; Vol. IIL 1776—1805.
16s.

“Lord Edmond Fitsmaurice has succeeded in placing before us a
wealth of new maltter, which, while casting valuable and much-needed
light on several obscure passages in the political history of a hundred
years ago, has enabled us for the first time to form a clear and consistent
idea of his ancestor.”—SPECTATOR.

Sime.—HISTORY OF GERMANY. By JaMES SiME, M.A.
18mo. 3s. Being Vol. V. of the Historical Course for Schools,
Edited by EDWARD A. FrREEMAN, D.C.L.

¢ This is a vemarkably clear and impressive History of Germany. Its
great events are wisely kept as central figures, and the smaller events are
carefully kept not only subordinale and subservient, but most skilfully
gmzm into the texture of the historical lapestry presented lo the eye.”—
TANDARD. .

Squier.—PERU: INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL AND EX-
PLORATION IN THE LAND OF THE INCAS. ByE.G.
SQUIER, M.A., F.S.A,, late U.S. Commissioner to Peru. 8vo.
With 300 Illustrations. 21s.

The TIMES says:—*‘ No more solid and trustworthy contribution has
been made to an accurate knowledge of what are among the most wonderful
ruins in the world. . . . . The work is really what its title implies.
While of the greatest importance as a contribution to Peruvian archeology,
it is also a thoroughly entertaining and instructive narrative of travel.
<« o« Not the least important feature must be considered the numerous
well executed illustrations.”

Strangford.—EGYPTIAN SHRINES AND SYRIAN SEPUL-
CHRES, including a Visit to Palmyra. By EMILY A. BEAUFORT
(Viscountess Strangford), Author of ¢ The Eastern Shores of
the Adriatic.” New Edition. Crown 8vo. 7s. 64.

Thomas.—THE LIFE OF JOHN THOMAS, Surgeon of the
‘¢ Earl of Oxford” East Indiaman, and First Baptist Missionary to
Bengal. By C. B. LEwIs, Baptist Missionary. 8vo. 10s. 64.
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Thompson.—HISTORY OF ENGLAND. By EpiTa THoMP-
SON. Being Vol. II. of the Historical Course for Schools, Edited
by EDWARD A. FREEMAN, D.C.L. New Edition. 18mo. 2. 6d.

¢ Freedom from prejudice, simplicity of style, and accuracy of state-*
ment, are the characteristics of this volume. Itis a trustworthy text-book,
and likely to be generally serviceable in schools.”—PALL MALL GAZETTE

“ In its great accuracy and correctness of delail it stands far akead of the

general run of school Is. Its arrvang t, too, s clear, and its

style simple and straightjorward.”—SATURDAY REVIEW.

Todhunter.—THE CONFLICT OF STUDIES; AND
OTHER ESSAYS ON SUBJECTS CONNECTED WITH
EDUCATION. By Isaac TODHUNTER, M.A., F.R.S., late
Fellow and Principal Mathematical Lecturer of St. John’s College,
Cambridge. 8vo. 10s. 64.

CONTENTS :—1. The Conflict of Studies. II. Competitive Exa-
minations. IIl. Private Study of Mathematics. IV. Academical

Reform. V. Elementary Geometry. VI. The Mathematical Tripos.

Trench (Archbishop).—For other Works by the same Author,
see. THEOLOGICAL and BELLES LETTRES CATALOGUES, and
page 30 of this Catalogue.

GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS IN GERMANY, and other Lectures
on the Thirty Years’ War. Second Edition, revised and enlarged.
Fcap. 8vo. 4.

PLUTARCH, HIS LIFE, HIS LIVES, AND HIS MORALS.
Five Lectures. Second Edition, enlarged. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 64.

LECTURES ON MEDIZAVAL CHURCH HISTORY. Being

the substance of Lectures delivered in Queen’s College, London.
8vo. 125, :

Trench (Maria).—THE LIFE OF ST. TERESA. By Mari
TRENCH. With Portrait engraved by JEENS. Crown 8vo. cloth
extra. 8s. 6d.

““ A book of rare interest.”—JOHN BULL.

Trench (Mrs. R.)—REMAINS OF THE LATE MRS.
RICHARD TRENCH. Being Selections from her Journals,
Letters, and other Papers. Edited by ARCHBISHOP TRENCH.
New and Cheaper Issue, with Portrait. 8vo. 6s.

Trollope.—A HISTORY OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
FLORENCE FROM THE EARLIEST INDEPENDENCE
OF THE COMMUNE TO THE FALL OF THE REPUBLIC
IN 1831. By T. ApoLPHUS TROLLOPE. 4 Vols, 8vo. Half
morocoo. 2I1s. -
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Wallace.—THE MALAY ARCHIPELAGO : the Land of the
Orang Utan and the Bird of Paradise. By ALFRED RUSSEL
WALLACE. A Narrative of Travel with Studies of Man and
Nature. With Maps and numerous Illustmtxons Fifth Edition.
Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d.

¢ The vesult is a vivid picture of tropical life, whick may be read with
unflagging interest, and a sufficient account of his scientific conclusions to
stimulate our appetite without wearying us by detail. In short, we may
safely say that we have never read a more agreeable book of its kind.”—
SATURDAY REVIEW.

Waller,—SI1X WEEKS IN THE SADDLE: A PAINTER’S
JOURNAL IN ICELAND. By S. E. WALLER. With Illus-
trations by the Author. Crown 8vo. 6s.

“ An exceedingly pleasant and naturally written little book. . .
Mr. Walier has a clever pencil, and the text is well illustrated with hu
own sketches.” —TIMES.  ** A very lively and readable book.”—ATHE-
NEUM. ‘“A bright little book, admirably illustrated.”—SPECTATOR.

Ward.—A HISTORY OF ENGLISH DRAMATIC LITERA-
TURE TO THE DEATH OF QUEEN ANNE. By A. W.
WARD, M.A., Professor of History and English Literature in
Owens College, Manchester. Two Vols. 8vo. 32s.

“As full of interest as of information. To students of aramatic
literature invaluable, and may be equally recommended to yeaders for
mere pastime.”’—PALL MALL GAZETTE.

Ward (J.)—EXPERIENCES OF A DIPLOMATIST. Being
recollections of Germany founded on Diaries kept during the years
1840—1870. By JoHN WaRrD, C.B., late H.M. Minister-
Resident to the Hanse Towns, 8vo. 10s. 64.

Wedgwood.—JOHN WESLEY AND THE EVANGELICAL
REACTION of the Eighteenth Century. By JuLiA WEDGWOOD.
Crown 8vo. 8s. 64.

“ In style and intellectual power, in breadth of view and clearness of
insight, Miss Wedgwood’s book far surpasses all rivals”—ATHENEUM.

Whewell. —WILLIAM WHEWELL, D.D., late Master of
Trinity College, Cambridge. An Account of his Writings, with
Selections from his Literary and Scientific Correspondence. By
1. ToDHUNTER, M.A., F.R.S. Two Vols. 8vo, 25s.
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POLITICS, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL
ECONOMY, LAW, AND KINDRED
SUBJECTS.

Anglo Saxon Law.—ESSAYS IN. Contents: Law Courts
—Land and Family Laws and Legal Procedure generally. With
Select cases. Medium 8vo. 18s.

Bernard.—FOUR LECTURES ON SUBJECTS CONNECTED
WITH DIPLOMACY. By MONTAGUE BERNARD, M.A,
Chichele Professor of International Law and Diplomacy, Oxford.
8vo. os.

“ Singularly interesting lectures, so able, clear, and attractive.”’—SPEC-

TATOR. :

Bright (John, M.P.)—SPEECHES ON QUESTIONS OF
PUBLIC POLICY. By the Right Hon. JoHN BRIGHT, M.P.
Edited by Professor THOROLD ROGERS. Author’s Popular Edition.
Globe 8vo. 3s. 6d.

“ Mr. Bright's speeches will always deserve to be studied, as an
apprenticeship to popular and parliamentary oratory; they will form
materials jor the history of our time, and many brilliant passages,
perhaps some entire speeches, will really become a part of the living litera-
ture of England.”—DAILY NEWS,

LIBRARY EDITION. Two Vols. 8vo. With Portrait. 25s.

Cairnes.—Works by J. E. CAIRNES, M.A., Emeritus Professor of
Political Economy in University College, London.

ESSAYS IN POLITICAL ECONOMY, THEORETICAL
and APPLIED. By J. E. CAIRNES, M.A., Professor of Political
Economy in University College, London. 8vo. 10s. 64.

“ The production of one of the ablest of living ecomomists.”— ATHE-

NEUM,

POLITICAL ESSAYS. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

The SATURDAY REVIEW says:—* We recently evpressed our high
admiration of the former volume; and the present one is no less yemark-
able for the qualities of clear statement, sound logic, and candid treat-
ment of opponents whick were conspicuous in its predecessor. . . . We
may safely say that none of Mr. Mill's many disciples is.a worthier vepre-
sentative of the best qualities of their master than Professor Cairnes.”

SOME LEADING PRINCIPLES OF POLITICAL ECONOMY
NEWLY EXPOUNDED. 8vo. 14s.

CONTENTS :—Part I. Value. Part I1. Labour and Cagital, Part

Ill. International Trade.
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Cairnes.—ontinued.

“ A work whick is perhaps the most valuable contribution to the sciemce
made since the publication, a quarter of a century since, of Mr. Mil's
¢ Principles of Political Economy.’”—DAILY NEWS,

THE CHARACTER AND LOGICAL METHOD OF POLI-
TICAL ECONOMY. New Edition, enlarged. 8vo. 7s. 6d.

¢ These lectures are admirably fitted to correct the slipshod generaliza-
tions whick pass current as the science of Political Economy.” —TIMES.

Clarke.—EARLY ROMAN LAW. THE REGAL PERIOD,
By E. C. CLARKE, M.A,, of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister-at-Law,
Lecturer in Law and Regius Professor of Civil Law at Cam-
bridge. Crown 8vo. §s.

““Mr. Clarke has brought together a gveat mass of valuable matter in
an accessible form.”—SATURDAY REVIEW.

Cobden (Richard).—SPEECHES ON QUESTIONS OF
PUBLIC POLICY. By RicHArRD CoBDEN. Edited by the

Right Hon. John Bright, M.P., and J. E. Thorold Rogers.
Popular Edition. 8vo. 3s. 6d.

Fawcett.—Works by HENRY FAWCETT, M.A., M.P., Fellow of
Trinity Hall, and Professor of Political Economy in the University
of Cambridge :—

THE ECONOMIC POSITION OF THE BRITISH
LABOURER. Extra fcap. 8vo. 5s.

MANUAL OF POLITICAL ECONOMY. Fifth Edition, with
New Chapters on the Depreciation of Silver, etc. Crown 8vo.
125,

The DAILY NEWS says: ‘It forms one of the best introductions to the
principles of the science, and to its practical applications in t/te problems
of modern, and especially of English, government and society.”

PAUPERISM : IT8S CAUSES AND REMEDIES. Crown 8vo.

55, 64,

The ATHENZEUM calls the work “* a repertory of interesting and well
digested information.”’

" SPEECHES ON SOME CURRENT POLITICAL QUES-
TIONS. 8vo. 10s. 6d.
“ They will help to educate, not perhaps, parties, but the educators of
parties.”—DAILY NEWS.

ESSAYS ON POLITICAL AND SOCIAL SUBJECTS. By
PROFESSOR FAwCETT, M.P.,, and MILLICENT GARRETT
FAWCETT. 8vo. 105 6d.

“ They will all repay the perusal of the thinking reader.”—DAILY

NEWS.
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Fawcett (Mrs.)—Works by MILLICENT GARRETT FAWCETT.

POLITICAL ECONOMY FOR BEGINNERS. WITH QUES-

TIONS. New Edition. 18mo. 2s. 64.

The DALY NEWS calls it ““clea?, compact, and comprekensive;” and
the Sl’lufrA'ron says, ““Mrs. Fawcell's treatise is perfectly suited to its
purpose.

TALES IN POLITICAL ECONOMY. Crown 8vo. 3s.

¢ The idea is a good ome, and it is quite wonderful what a mass of
economic teacking the author manages to compress into a small space... The
true doctrines of International Trade, Curvency, and the ratio between
Production and Population, are set before us and illustrated in a masterly
manner.”—ATHENZEUM.

Freeman (E. A.), M.A.,, D.C.L.—COMPARATIVE
POLITICS. Lectures at the Royal Institution, to which is
added ““ The Unity of History,” being the Rede Lecture delivered
at szbndge in 1872. 8vo. 14+

“ We find in Mr. Freeman’s new volume the same sound, careful,
comprehensive gqualities whick have long ago raised him 1o so high a place
amongst historical writers.  For Ristorical discipline, them, as wel as
historical information, My. Freemaw's book is full of value.”—PALL

MALL GAZETTE.

Goschen.—REPORTS AND SPEECHES ON LOCAL TAXA-
TION. By GEORGE J. GosCHEN, M.P. Royal 8vo. §s.
¢¢ The volume contains a vast mass of information of the Righest value.”
—ATHENZEUM,

Guide to the Unprotected, in Every Day Matters Re
lating to Property and Income. By a BANKER'S DAUGHTER.
Fourth Edition, Revised. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 64.

“Many an unprotected female will bless the head whick planned and
the hand whick compiled this admirable little manual. . This book
was very much wanted, and it could not have been ‘better done.”—
MORNING STAR.

Harwo0d.—DISESTABLISHMENT : a Defence of the Principle
of 2 National Church. By GEorGe HARwWoOD, M.A. 8vo. 12

Hill.—1JOMES OF THE LONDON POOR. By OCTAvVIA
Hitr. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 64
“ She is clear, practical, and definite.’ —GLOBE.

Historicus.—LETTERS ON SOME QUESTIONS OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW. Reprinted from the Zimes, with
considerable Additions. 8vo. 7s. 64. Also, ADDITIONAL
LETTERS. 8vo. 2. 6d.
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Holland.—THE TREATY RELATIONS OF RUSSIA AND
TURKEY FROM 1774 TO 1853. A Lecture delivered at Oxford,
April 1877. By T. E. HoLLAND, D.C.L., Professor of Inter-
national Law and Diplomacy, Oxford. Crown 8vo. 2s.

Jevons.—Works by W. STaANLEY JEVONS, M.A., Professor of
Political Economy in University College, London. (For other
Works by the same Author, se¢ EDUCATIONAL and PHiLo-
SOPHICAL CATALOGUES.)

THE COAL QUESTION : An Inquiry Concerning the Progress
of the Nation, and the Probable Exhaustion of our Coal Mines.
Second Edition, revised. 8vo. 10s. 64,

THE THEORY OF POLITICAL ECONOMY. 8vo. o¢s.

¢4 Professor F Aas done invaluable seyvice by courageously claimin,
political economy to be strictly a branch of Applied Mathematics.
—WESTMINSTER REVIEW.

Laveleye. — PRIMITIVE PROPERTY. By EMILE Dk
LAVELEYE. Translated by G. R. L. MARRIOTT, LL.B., with an
Introduction by T. E. CLIFFE LESLIE, LL.B. 8vo. 12s

Leading Cases done into English. By an ArprenTicE
ofF LINcoLN’s INN. Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 2s. 64.

¢ Here is a rare treat for the lovers of quaint conceils, who in reading
this charming little book will find enjoyment in the varied metre and
graphic language in whick the several tales are told, no less than in the
accurate and pithy rendering of some of our most familiar * Leading
Cases.’—SATURDAY REVIEW.

Macdonell.—THE LAND QUESTION, WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO ‘ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND. By
JoHN MACDONELL, Barrister-at-Law. 8vo. 10s. 6.

Martin.—THE STATESMAN’S YEAR-BOOK: A Statistical
and Historical Annual of the States of the Civilized World,
for the year 1878. By FREDERICK MARTIN. Fifteenth Annual
Publication. Revised after Official Returns. Crown 8vo. 10s. 64.

The Statesman’s Year-Book is the only work in the Englisk language
whick furnishes a clear and concise account of the actual condition of all
the States of Europe, the civilized countries of America, Asia, and

Africa, and the British Colonies and Dependencies in all parts of the

world. The new issue of the work has been revised and corrected, on the

basis of official reports recetved divect from the heads of the leading Govern-
ments of the world, in reply to letters sent to them by the Editor. Through
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the valuable assistance thus given, it has been possible to collect an amount

of information, political, statistical, and c cial, of the latest date, and

of unimpeackable trustworthiness, such as no publication of the same

?'nd has ever been able to furnish. *‘As indispensable as Bradshaw.”—
IMES.

Paterson.—THE LIBERTY OF THE SUBJECT AND THE
LAWS OF ENGLAND RELATING TO THE SECURITY
OF THE PERSON. Commentaries on. By JAMES PATERSON,
M. A., Barrister at Law, sometime Commissioner for English and
Irish Fisheries, etc. Two Vols. Crown 8vo. 32s.

¢ Two or three hours’ dipping into these volumes, notto say reading them
through, will give legislators and stump orators a knowledge of the liberty
of acitizen of their country, in ils principles, its fulness, and its modi-

/icastian, such as they probably in nine cases out of ten never had before.”

—SCOTSMAN,

Phillimore.—PRIVATE LAW AMONG THE ROMANS,
from the Pandects. By JOHN GEORGE PHILLIMORE, Q.C. 8vo.
16s.

Rogers.—COBDEN AND POLITICAL OPINION. By J. E.
THOROLD ROGERS. 8vo. I10s. 6d.
 Will be found most ussful by politicians of every sckool, as it forms a
sort of handbook to Cobder’s teacking.”—ATHENZEUM.

Smith.—THREE ENGLISH STATESMEN: PYM, CROM-
WELL, PITT. A Course of Lectures on the Political History of
England. By Professor GOLDWIN SMITH. Extra fcap. 8vo.
New and Cheaper Edition. 5.

Stephen (C. E.)—THE SERVICE OF THE POOR;
Being an Inquiry into the Reasons for and against the Establish-
ment of Religious Sisterhoods for Charitable Purposes. By
CAROLINE EMILIA STEPHEN. Crown 8vo, 6s. 6d.

¢ The ablest advocate of a better line of work in this divection that we
have ever seen.”—EXAMINER.

Stephen.—Works by Sir James F. SteeEeN, K.C.S.I., Q.C.
A DIGEST OF THE LAW OF EVIDENCE. Third Edition
with New Preface. Crown 8vo. 6s.

A DIGEST OF THE CRIMINAL LAW. (Crimes and
Punishments.) 8vo. 16s, '

¢ We feel sure that any person of ordinary intelligence who had nevr

looked into a law-book in his life might, by a few days’ careul study of

2his volume, obtain a more accurate understanding of the criminal law,
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a more perfect conceplion of ils different bearings a more thorough
and intelligent insight into ils snares and pitfalls, than an ordinary
Practitioner can boast of after years of study of the ordinary text-
books and practical experience of the Courts unassisted by any competent
guide,”—SATURDAY REVIEW,

Thornton.—Works by W. T. THORNTON, C.B., Secretary for
Public Works in the India Office :—

ON LABOUR: Its Wrongful Claims and Rightful Dues; Its
Actual Present and Possible Future, Second Edition, revised,
8vo. 14s.

A PLEA FOR PEASANT PROPRIETORS : With the Outlines
of a Plan for their Establishment in Ireland. New Edition,
revised. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d.

INDIAN PUBLIC WORKS AND COGNATE INDIAN
TOPICS. With Map of Indian Railways. Crown 8vo. 8s. 64.

Walker.—THE WAGES QUESTION, A Treatise on Wages
and the Wages Class. By F. A. WALKER, M.A., Ph,D. Pro-
fessor of Political Economy and History, Yale College. 8vo. 14s.

WORKSCONNECTED WITH THE SCIENCE
OR THE HISTORY OF LANGUAGE.

Abbott.—A SHAKESPERIAN GRAMMAR : An Attempt to
illustrate some of the Differences between Elizabethan and Modern
English. By the Rev. E. A. AsBoTT, D.D., Head Master of the
City of London School. New and Enlarged Edition. Extra
fcap. 8vo. 6s.

“Valuable not only as an aid to the critical study of Shakespeare,
but as tending to familiarize the reader with Elizabethan English in
general.”—ATHENEUM.

Besant.—STUDIES IN EARLY FRENCH POETRY. By
WALTER BESANT, M.A. Crown 8vo. 8s. 64,

Breymann.—A FRENCH GRAMMAR BASED ON PHILO-
LOGICAL PRINCIPLES. By HERMANN BREYMANN, Ph.D.,
Professor of Philology in the University of Munich late Lecturer
on French La.nfnage and Literature at Owens Colege, Man-
chester. Extra fcap. 8vo. 4s. 6d.

“ We dismiss the work with every feeling of satisfaction. It cannot

Jail to be taken into use by all schools whick endeavour to make the study

of French a means towards the higher eulture”—EDUCATIONAL TIMEs.

C
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Ellis.—PRACTICAL HINTS ON THE QUANTITATIVE
PRONUNCIATION OF LATIN, FOR THE USE OF
CLASSICAL TEACHERS AND LINGUISTS. By A. J.
ELLis, B.A,, F.R.S., &c. Extra fcap. 8vo. 4s. 64.

Fleay.—A SHAKESPEARE MANUAL. By the Rev. F. G.
FLEAY, M. A., Head Master of Skipton Grammar School. Extra
fcap. 8vo. 4s..6d.

Goodwin.—SYNTAX OF THE GREEK MOODS AND
TENSES. By W. W. GoopwiN, Professor of Greek Literature
in Harvard University. New Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. 64,

Hadley.—ESSAYS PHILOLOGICAL AND CRITICAL.
Selected from the Papers of JAMEs HADLEY, LL.D., Professor of
Greek in Yale College, &c. 8vo. 16s.

Hales.—LONGER ENGLISH POEMS. With Notes, Philo-
logical and Explanatory, and an Introduction on the Teaching of
English. Chiefly for use in Schools. Edited by J. W. FIALEs,
M. A., Professor of English Literature at King’s College, London,
&c. &c. Fifth Edition, Extra fcap. 8vo. 4s. 6d.

Helfenstein (James).—A COMPARATIVE GRAMMAR
OF THE TEUTONIC LANGUAGES : Being at the same
time a Historical Grammar of the English Language, and com-
prising Gothic, Anglo-Saxon, Early English, Modern English,
Icelandic (Old Norse), Danish, Swedish, Old High German,
Middle High German, Modern German, Old Saxon, Old Frisian,
and Dutch. By JaAMEs HELFENSTEIN, Ph.D. 8vo. 18s.

Masson (Gustave).—A COMPENDIOUS DICTIONARY
OF THE FRENCH LANGUAGE (French-English and English-
French). Followed by a List of the Principal Diverging Deriva.
tions, and preceded by Chronological and Historical Tables. By
GUSTAVE MaAssoN, Assistant-Master and Librarian, Harrow
School. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo. Half-bound. 6s.

“A book whick any student, whatever may be the degree of kis ad-
vancement in the Iangsagz, would do well to have on the table close at
kand while ke is reading.”— SATURDAY REVIEW,

Mayor.—A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL CLUE TO LATIN LITE.
RATURE. Edited after Dr. E. HUBNER, With large Additions
by Joun E. B. MAYOR, M. A., Professor of Latin in the Univer-
sity of Cambridge. Crown 8vo. 6s. 6d.

“ An extremely useful volume that should e im the hands of all
sckolars.—ATHENZEUM,
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Morric.—Works by the Rev. RICHARD MoRRrIs, LL.D., Member
of the Counctl of the Philol. Soc., Lecturer on English Language
and Literature in King’s Gollege School, Editor of ‘‘ Specimens
of Early English,” etc;etc.

HISTORICAL OUTLINES OF ENGLISH ACCIDENCE,
comprising Chapters on the History and Development of
the Language, and on Word-formation, Sixth Edition. Fcap.
8vo. 6s. .

ELEMENTARY LESSONS IN HISTORICAL ENGLISH
GRAMMAR, containing Accidence and Word-formation. Third
Fdition. 18mo. 2s. 6d.

Oliphant.—THE SOURCES OF STANDARD ENGEISH.
By T. L. KINGTON OLIPHANT, of Balliol College, Oxford.
Extra fcap. 8vo. 6s.

“ Mr. Oliphant’s book is, to our mind, one of the ablest and most
scholarly contributions to our standard English we have seen for many
vears.,” —SCHOOL BOARD CHRONICLE., *“ Z%e book comes ncaret to a
history of the English language than anything we kave seen since suck a
kistory could be written, without confusion and contradictions”—
SATURDAY REVIEW,

Peile (John, M.A.)—AN INTRODUCTION TO GREEK
AND LATIN ETYMOLOGY. By Jou~x PeiLg, M.A,,
Fellow and Tutor of Christ’s College, Cambridge.  Third
and revised Edition. Crown 8vo. 10s. 64.

“The book may be accepted as a very valuable contribution to the
science of language.”—SATURDAY REVIEW,

Philology.—THE JOURNAL OF SACRED AND CLAS-
SICAL PHILOLOGY. Four Vols. 8vo. 12s. 6d. each. .
THE JOURNAL OF PHILOLOGY. New Series. Edited by W.
G. CLARK, M.A., JouN E. B. MAYOR, M.A., and W. ALDIS
WRIGHT, M.A. 4s. 64. (Half-yearly.) :

Roby (H. J.)—A GRAMMAR OF THE LATIN LANGUAGE,
FROM PLAUTUS TO SUETONIUS. By IHENRY JOHN
RoBy, M.A., late Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge.
In Two Parts. Second Edition. Part I. containing :—Book I.
Sounds. Book II. Inflexions. Book III. Word Formation. Ap-
pendices. Crown 8vo. 8s. 64. Part IL.—Syntax, Prepositions,
&c. Crown 8vo. 105, 64.

““The book is marked by the clear and practical insight of amaster in
his art. It is a book which would do honour to any country.”—
ATHENEUM, *“Brings before the student in a methodical form the best
resulls of modern philology bearing on the Latin language.”—SCOTSMAN,
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Taylor.—Works by the Rev. IsaAc TAYLOR, M.A.>—
ETRUSCAN RESEARCHES. With Woodcuts. 8vo. 14s.
The TIMES says:—** The learnind and industry displayed in this

volume deserve the most cordial yecogwition. The ultimale verdict of

science we shall not attempt to aglticipate ; but we can safely say this, that

i is a learned book which the unlearnedcan enjoy, and that in the de-

scriptions of the tomb-buildersyas well as in the marvellous coincidences

and unexpected analogies broupht logether by the author, readers of every
grade may take delight as'well as philosophers and scholars.”

WORDS AND PLACES; or, Etymological Illustrations of
History, Ethnology, and Geography. Bythe Rev. Isaac TAYLOR.
'sl'hird 6Edition, revised and compressed. With Maps. Globe

vo, ©6s. *

Trénch.—Works by R. CrENEVIX TRENCH, D.D., Archbishop of
' Dubfin. (For other Warks by the same Author, szz THEOLOGICAL
. ’\ CATALOGUE.)
* SYNONYMS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. Eighth Edition,
2 enlarged. 8vo. cloth. 125,
“He is,” the ATHENZEUM says, “‘a guide in this department of
[ knowledge to whom his readers may entrust themselves with confidence.”
ON THE STUDY OF WORDS. Lectures Addressed (originally)
to the Pupils at the Diocesan Training Scnool, Winchester.
Sixteenth Edition, enlarged. Fcap. 8vo. 5s.
. ENGLISH PAST AND PRESENT. Tenth Edition, revised
. and improved. Fcap. 8vo. 5s.
. A SELECT GLOSSARY OF ENGLISH WORDS USED
FORMERLY IN SENSES DIFFERENT FROM THEIR
PRESENT. Fourth Edition, enlarged. Fcap. 8vo. 4s.

Whitney.—A COMPENDIOUS GERMAN GRAMMAR. By
. W. D. WHITNEY, Professor of Sanskrit and Instructor in Modern
Languages in Yale College. Crown 8vo. 6s.
‘¢ After careful examinatiom we are inclined to pronounce it the best
4 grammar of modern language we have ever seen.”—SCOTSMAN.

Whitney and Edgren.—A COMPENDIOUS GERMAN

" AND ENGLISH DICTIONARY, with Notation of Correspon-
dences and Brief Etymologies. By Professor W. D. WHITNEY,
assisted by A. H. EDGREN. Crown 8vo. ‘7s. 64.

Yonge._HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN NAMES. By CHARr-
LOTTE M. YONGE, Author of ‘“The Heir of Redclyflfe.” Two
Vols. Crown 8vo. 1/ 1s. .

Re CLAY, SONS, AND TAYLOKR, PRINTE®S, LONPON.









