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PREFACE. 

The  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Official  Eecords  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  navies,  which  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 

organized  under  the  superiutendency  of  Prof.  J.  R.  Soley,  U.  S.  Navy, 
at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas- 
sification was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieut.  F.  M.  Wise,  U.  S. 

Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was  relieved  by  Lieut.  Com- 
mander Eichard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  31, 1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The  first  five 

volumes  were  published  under  his  efficient  administration,  and  the 

important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution  of  these 

volumes  was  accomplished.* 
In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 

by  Prof.  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintendent. 
No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 

publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 

naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Oulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States 

during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of  vessels 

acting  singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different  parts  of  the 
world.  These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional  maps  and 
diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 

flotillas,  chronologically,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 

*  From  Jannary,  1887,  tbo  office  ban  had  the  competent  assistance  of  Mr.  Robert  H. 
Woods,  a  graduate  of  the  Naval  Academy,  as  chief  clerk,  under  whose  immediate 
•npenriaion  the  yolumes  are  prepared  for  the  press. — ^£.  K.  B. 



X  PREFACE. 

II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond- 
ence relating?  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress  of 

the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  includ- 
ing privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports  of 

the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 
3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 

as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Eeturns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the  navies 
of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 
This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 

sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  rex>orts,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 

volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of  ves- 
sels referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships  as  they 

actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been  reproduced 
either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or  from  the  carefully 
prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while  the 
official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly  are 

on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  corresx>ondence 

between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  corre8x>ondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 

would  necessarily  be  incomplete,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 

be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.    Frequent  careful 
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searches  throaghoat  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 

special  agent  of  the  Departmeut,  have  brought  to  light  many  duplicates 
of  these  papers,  found  among  the  personal  files  of  participants.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  publication  will  revive  the  interest  of  participants  in  the 

events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart- 
ment the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon  naval  operations  in 

the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

The  sixth  volume  of  the  records  (Serie9  I,  vol.  6),  which  has  recently 
been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of  the  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron  from  July  16  to  October  29, 1861,  and  also  those 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  (the  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron  having  been  divided  at  that  date  into  two  squadrons)  from 

October  29,  1861,  to  March  8,  1862.  The  present  volume  (Series  I, 
vol.  7),  comprises  the  operations  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron  from  March  8  to  September  4, 1862. 
The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically  in  each 

division,  with  a  distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of 
events  in  which  both  sides  took  part,  the  Confederate  reports  (where 
they  could  be  obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the 
miscellaneous  Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  each 
division.  Eeference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context 

of  these  Confederate  papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological 
arrangement  of  the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete 

index  to  each  volume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  con- 
tents without  other  subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special 

or  single  events,  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those 

events,  the  chronological  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such 
documents  have  been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Edward  K.  Rawson, 
BoBEBT  H.  Woods, 

Compilers. 
Navy  Dbpabtment, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  May,  1898. 

Note. — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 

approved  July  31, 1894): 

*  *  *  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou- 

sand one  handred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty  eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  of  the 



Xn  PREFACE. 

Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  qaot>as  herein  authorized  of 
said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  llepresentatives  shall  be 
sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Eepresentatives,  and 
Dele^rates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the«purx>ose  of  this  dis- 

tribution herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as  such 
libraries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Kepresentative  and 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  volumes 
shall  be  seut  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  ])ublished,  until  the 
publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  percentum  added  thereto,  and 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two 
or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  desig- 

nate other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  work 
was  approved  January  30, 1896 : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undistributed 
copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the 
Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries,  organizations, 
and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the 
districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress  failed  to 
designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said  Official  Records,  or 
any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  the  joint  resolution 
approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  in  said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 1896, 
which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

* 

•  •  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup- 
plying officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 

thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 



ORDER  OF  COMPILATION  OF  NAVAL  WAR  RECORDS. 

SERIES  I. 

1.  Operations  of  the  Cruisers,  1861-1865. 
Union  croisers. 

West  IndJA  (Flying)  Sqaadron,  under  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  IT.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 
West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lardner,  IT.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 

Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7, 1861. 
Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  Kavy  Yard. 
Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Opers^tions  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13, 1861. 
Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 
Abandonment  and  deatrnction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offioer  Fendergrast,  U.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  XT.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1868. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-OflBcer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23, 1861. 

West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-OfiBcer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-OfiBcer  Goldsborough,  IT.  S.  N.,  1861. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Kear- Admiral  Groldsborough,  IT.  S.  N.,  1861-1882. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-OfiBcer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-OfiBcer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Ofilcer  Tattnall.  C.  S.  N. 
James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Loe,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
James  River  Sqaadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  (/.  S.  N. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Hear- Admiral  Porter.  F.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Senimes,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Pinkney.  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Roar- Admiral  Ra<Iford,  U.  S.  N.,  1866. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 
*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  un<1er  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.  N. 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  BMorda,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Gnlf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Galf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Menrine,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  FlagOfBcer  MoKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1882. 

*  Mississippi  Siver  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadnm,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lardner,  XT.  S.  N.,  1862. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  (ircene,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Sqna<1ron,  under  Acting  Kear-Admiral  Stribling.  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offioer  E'arragut,  U.  S.  X.,  1862-1863. 
Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Comniander  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 
Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C  S.  N. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  N. 
Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  MiOof  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  N.  (ail  interim),  1863. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  K.,  1864-1865. 
Wast  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  IT.  S.  N.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivert,  1861-1865. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  XT.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag  Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Water**,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis,  l^.  S.  N.,  1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 
*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Finkney,  C.  S.  N. 
*  MisniHsippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag  Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  .S<iuadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  XT.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
Mississippi  Sfjuadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Retl  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 

> 

*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hope<l  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Navul 
War  Reoords,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 
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XVI UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OP  WAR. 

List  of  United  States  veseels  of  war  serving  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron — 
Continaed. 

Kami. 

John  L.  Lockwood . . 

King  Philip   
Lonisiana   

Mahaak*   

Haratansa   

Marblehaad   

Hinnesota   

Monitor   

Monticelio   

Morae   

Mount  Vernon   

Mount  Washington 

Myitlc   
Nangatnok   

"Sew  iTonsides   
Ootorara   

Patroon   

Penobtcot   

Philadelphia   

Port  Royal   
Bmouo   

Roanoke    

Roman   

St  Lawrence   

San  Jacinto   

Satellite   

Sebago   
Seminole   

Shawaheen   

Sonoma   

Sophronia   
Southfleld   

Stars  and  Stripes. . . 

State  of  Georgia  . . . 

Stepping  Stones — 

Snsqnehanna   
Thomas  Freeborn . . 

Tioga   
Unoas   

Undrrwriter   

Valley  City   
Vanderbilt   

Victoria   

Wachusett   

Whitehall   

Whitehead   

Wm.  Badger   
Wm.Q.Pntnara   

Yankee   

Young  America   

Young  Rover   
Zonave   

Fonrth  .. 
Fourth  . . 

Fourth  .. 
Third.... 

Third.... 

Fonrth  . . 
First   

Third.... 

Fourth  .. 

Fourth  .. 

Fonrth  . . 

Fourth  .. 

Fourth  . . 

Fourth  .. 
First.... 

ThlTd.... 

Fourth  . . 

Fonrth  .. 

Fourth  .. 

Third.... 

Fourth  . . 

First.... 

Fourth  .. 

Second  .. 

Second  .. 
Fourth  . . 

Third.... 

Third.... 

Fourth  . . 

Third.... 
Fourth  . . 

Fourth  .. 

Fourth  . . 

Tliird.... 
Fourth  . . 

First  .... 

Fourth  . . 

Third.... 
Fonrth  . . 

Fourth  .. 

Fourth  .. 

Second  .. 

Fourth  . . 

Third.... 
Fourth  .. 

Fourth  .. 
Fourth  . . 
Fonrth  .. 

Fourth  . . 

Fourth  .. 

Fourth  . , 

Fourth  ., 

Class. 

180 

600 295 

832 
786 

507 

3,307 

776 655 

513 
625 

500 541 

192 

8,486 
829 
183 

507 

500 

805 111 

3.425 850 

1,726 
1.446 

217 

832 

801 

180 
955 

217 

751 
407 

1,204 
226 

2,450 269 

819 
192 

841 
190 

3,360 
254 

1,032 
326 

139 
334 
149 
328 

173 418 

127 

Side-whael  steamer. 
....do   

Screw  steamer   

Side-wheel  steamer. 
....do   

Screw  steamer   

Screw  frigate   

Screw  steamer   
...do   

Side- wheel  steamer. 

Screw  steamer   

Side- wheel  steamer. 

Screw  steamer   
....do   

....do   

Side-wheel  steamer. 

Screw  steamer   
  do   

Side- wheel  steamer . 
  do   

Screw  steamer   

Screw  frigate   

Sailing  flhip   

Sailing  frigate   
Screw  steamer   

Side- wheel  steamer . 
....do   

Screw  sloop   

Side-wheel  steamer . 

  do   

Mortar  schooner — 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

Screw  steamer   

Side- wheel  steamer , 
  do   

  do   
  do   

  do   

Screw  steamer   

Side-wheel  steamer 

Screw  steamer   
Side-wheel  steamer 

Screw  steamer   
Screw  sloop   

Side- wheel  steamer 

Screw  steamer   
Sailing  ship   

Side- wheel  steamer 
  do   

Screw  steamer   
  do   
  do   

Cbrw.       Guns. 

30 

14 

85 145 111 

81 
540 

49 

96 

78 

50 40 
65 

22 

449 102 

49 82 
34 

111 

20 

347 

19 

374 

278 43 

156 

120 
40 

165 

32 61 

94 113 

21 264 07 

105 

62 
69 

48 

200 44 

167 

62 

45 

29 

17 

48 

13 

85 

25 

t 

1 

5 

6 

8 

4 

47 

3 

8 

2 

8 

1 

5 

30 

10 
5 

4 

1 

8 

1 
44 

1 

52 

12 
2 

6 

5 

2 

6 

8 

4 

5 

9 

1 

15 

2 

6 

3 

4 

5 

16 

3 

9 

4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

1 

5 

1 
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NORTH  ATUNTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

FROM  MABCH  8  TO  SEFTEHBER  4,  1862. 

Engagements  in  Hampton  Roods  between  the  U.  8.  forces  and  the  C.  8.  8. 
Virginia  {Merrimack)  and  consorts,  March  8-9, 1862. 

[Telegram.] 

Newport  News,  March  8, 1862. 
The  Merrimack  is  being  towed  down  by  two  steamers  past  Oraney 

Island  toward  Sewell's  Point,  so  reported  to  me  from  the  Cumberland, Mansfield, 

Brigadier'  General. 
Major-General  Wool, 

Oomm(mdingo 

[Telegram.] 

Newport  News,  March  8, 1862. 
The  Merrimack  is  close  at  hand. Mansfield, 

Brigadier-  General. 
General  Wool. 

[Telegram.] 

Newport  News,  March  5, 1862. 
The  Merrimack  is  engaging  the  Cumberland  at  close  quarters. Mansfield, 

Brigadier-  General. 
General  Wool. 

[Telegram.] 

New  POUT  News,  March  8, 1862. 
The  Yorktoion  [C.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry]  is  passing  with  two  other 

steamers. 
Mansfield. 

Major-General  Wool. 
3 
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[Telegram.] 

Newport  News,  March  8, 1862. 
General  Mansfield  has  gone  to  visit  tlie  pickets.    A  shot  from  the 

Ciyiigress ']\x%i  struck  the  upper  wharf. W.  D.  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
Oeneral  Wool. 

[TeleKTam.] 

Newport  News,  March  8, 1862. 
The  Congress  has  surrendered,  but  aground  at  Signal  Point.  I  expect 

to  see  her  in  flames  soon.  We  had  driven  oft*  from  her  the  gunboats. We  want  ammunition  for  all  our  guns  at  once  by  land. 
Mansfield. 

Major-General  Wool. 

[Telegram.] 

Newport  News,  March  8, 1862. 
We  want  powder  by  the  barrel.  We  want  blankets  sent  up  to-night 

for  the  crews  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  Congress.  The  Merrimack  has 
it  all  her  own  way  this  side  of  Signal  Point  and  will  probably  burn  the 
CongresSj  now  aground,  with  white  flag  flying,  and  our  sailors  swimming 
ashore.    These  must  come  by  land  to-night. Mansfield. 

General  Wool. 

[Telegram.] 

Newport  News,  March  8, 1862. 
We  have  no  more  ammunition  and  the  Merrima>ck  and  Yorktoton  are 

oft'  Signal  Point.  Send  us  cartridges  and  shells  for  8-inch  columbiad and  howitzers  by  land. 
Mansfield. 

Major-General  Wool. 

[Telegram.] 

Newport  News,  March  8, 1862. 

The  Congress  is  now  burning.  The  enemy's  steamers  have  hauled  off* toward  Pig  Point.  Captain  Whipple  is  here,  and  so  is  Max  Weber,  the 
Twentieth,  and  the  coast  guard,  and  cavalry.  We  should  have  another 
light  battery  to  resist  attack  by  land  if  they  come. Mansfield, 

Brigadier-  General. General  Wool. 

BAport  of  Kajor-Oeneral  Wool,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  attack  by  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia 
(Merrimack)  upon  the  U.  8.  ships  in  Hampton  Eoads. 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  8, 1862. 

The  Merrimack  came  down  from  Norfolk  to-day,  and  about  2  o'clock 
attacked  the  Cumberland  and  Congress.    She  sunk  the  Cumberland^  and 
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the  Congress  snrrendered.  The  Minnesota  is  abound  and  attacked  by 
the  Jamestoicn^  YorktoicUj  and  Merrimack,  The  St.  Lawrence  just 
arrived  and  going  to  assist.  The  Minnesota  is  agroand.  Probably 
both  will  be  taken.  That  is  the  opinion  of  Captain  Marston  and  his 
officers.    The  Roanoke  is  under  our  guns. 

It  is  thought  the  Merrimack^  Jamestotonj  and  Yorktoicn  will  pass  the 
fort  to-night. 

Jno.  E.  Wool, 

Major-General, 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  8,  1862—8:30  p.  m. 
No  firing  for  last  two  hours.  Newport  News  camp  is  uninjured.  Wo 

are  towing  trans])ort8  out  to  sea  to  keep  clear  if  the  Merrimack  (Minnas 
down  to  the  fort.  Minnesota  and  St,  Lawrence  still  aground.  The  tide 
will  not  float  them  for  three  hours. 

Jno.  E.  Wool, 

Major-QeneraL 
Uon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 

The  Merrimack  has  gone  back  to  Craney  Island. 
J.  E.  W. 

Bepibrt  of  lienteiiaiit  Worden,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Monitor  in  Hampton 
BoadM. 

U.  S.  S.  Monitor, 
Hampton  Roads j  March  8y  1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  arrived  at  this  anchorage*  at 
9  o'clock  this  evening,  and  am  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  the 
sissistance  of  the  Minnesota^  aground  near  Newport  News. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  L.  Worden, 

Li&iitenanty  Commanding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[Telegram.] 

March  8, 1802. 
One  man  fof  the]  Seventh  New  York  had  his  leg  taken  off  by  a  piece 

of  shell  and  one  man  of  the  artillery  detachment  had  bones  of  his  feet 
crushed  by  carriage  running  over  it.  No  otiier  casualty  in  the  fort. 
All  the  wounded  were  removed  from  the  Congress  before  she  was 
burned.  News  of  the  arrival  of  the  Monitor  has  infused  new  life  into 
the  men. 

W.  J).  Whipple, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
M^or-General  Wool. 
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[Telegram.] 

March  9, 1862. 
Fifty  thousand  rations  are  being  put  on  board  the  Commerce^  and  will 

go  up  as  soon  as  the  coast  is  clear.  From  appearances  the  Monitor  is 
giving  the  Yorktown  'M\d  Merrimack  more  than  they  want. 

Leg.  B.  Cannon, 
Aid-deCamp. 

General  Mansfield. 

Letter  from  the  AaaiBtant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Offioer  Ooldeborough,  U.  8.  Navy, 
reportixig  the  oondition  of  afEaira  in  Hampton  Roadi  and  urging  his  immediate  retom. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.j  March  8  [9],  1862— 6  p.  m. 

Dear  Commodore;  After  a  four-hours'  fight  the  Monitor  has  driven 
the  Merrimack  away  from  the  Minnesota,  which  is  aground  oft*  Newport 
News,  and  did  not  come  off  at  high  water  to-day,  though  she  was  moved 
and  headed  downstream.  Lieutenant  Worden,  who  commanded  the 
Monitor,  and  fought  her,  is  injured  in  both  eyes,  so  as  not  [to  be]  able 
to  see.  Wise  takes  him  up  to  Washington,  and  I  think  you  had  better 
bring  back  Jeffers  to  handle  the  Monitor.  She  is  yet  uninjured,  and 
my  impression  is  that  the  Merrimack  \^  very  little  hurt,  though  I  can 
not  say.  She  retired  under  fair  headway.  I  think  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  you  should  return  at  the  earliest  moment.  We  do  not 
want  any  of  your  tugs;  there  are  enough  here. 

Yours,  truly, 
G.  V.  Fox. 

[Flag-Ofticer  Goldsborough, 
(Sounds  of  North  Carolina.] 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters,  Fortress  Monroe — 6 :45  p.  m, 
(Received  March  9,  1862.) 

The  Monitor  arrived  at  10  p.  m.  last  night  and  went  immediately  to 
the  protection  of  the  Minnesota,  lying  aground  just  below  Newport 
News. 

At  7  a.  m.  to-day  the  Merrimack,  accompanied  by  two  wooden  steamers 
and  several  tugs,  stood  out  toward  the  Minnesota  and  opened  fire. 

The  Monitor  met  them  at  once  and  opened  her  fire,  when  all  the  enemy's 
vessels  retired,  excepting  the  Merrima^ck.  These  two  ironclad  vessels 
fought  part  of  the  time  touching  each  other,  from  8  a.  m.  to  noon,  when 
the  Merrimai^k  retired.  Whether  she  is  injured  or  not  it  is  impossible 
to  say.  Lieutenant  J.  L.  Worden,  who  commanded  the  Monitor,  han- 

dled her  with  great  skill,  assisted  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Lieu- 
tenant Worden  was  injured  by  the  cement  from  tiie  pilot  house  being 

driven  into  his  eyes,  but  I  trust  not  seriously.  The  Minnesota  kept  up 
a  continuous  fire  and  is  herself  somewhat  injured. 

She  was  moved  considerably  to-day,  and  will  probably  be  off  to-night. 
The  Monitor  is  uninjured  and  ready  at  any  moment  to  repel  another 
attack. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary, 

G.  Welles, 
(Secretary  Navy. 
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[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  March  9 — 7  p.  m. 
Your  noble  boat  has  performed  with  perfect  success,  and  Worden 

and  Stimers  have  handled  her  with  great  skill.     She  is  uninjured. G.  V.  Fox, 

Aas^istant  Secretary  yai^y, 
J.  Ericsson,  Esq., 

New  York, 

'Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe — 9  p.  m. 
(Received  March  9,  1862.) 

Consulting  with  General  Wool,  I  have  ordered  the  frigates  out  of 
the  roads — the  8t.  Lawrence  to  the  Potomac,  Roanoke  and  Minnesota  to 
New  York,  the  latter  beiug  disabled.  The  Monitor^  of  course,  remains. 
If  there  are  any  of  those  ll-inch  gunboats  (I  think  there  are  two  in 
Boston),  please  send  them  at  once  to  this  place.  They  can  keep  clear 
of  the  Merrimack  and  be  of  great  assistance. 

Nearly  all  here  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Merrimack  is  disabled. 
I  was  the  nearest  person  to  her  outside  of  the  MoniU>r^  and  I  am  of  the 
opinion  she  is  not  seriously  injured.  I  have  sent  a  steamer  for  Com- 

modore Goldsborough. 
I  can  not  see  that  anything  more  can  be  done  by  the  Navy. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe^  IVi,,  March  9,  1862. 

The  Minnesota  has  been  moved  about  one  and  one-half  her  length, 
but  is  still  aground.  She  is  considerably  injured.  About  150  of  her 
crew  have  left  her  and  are  now  in  the  fort.  She  has  had  5  killed  and 
20  wounded.  If  the  Merrimack  comes  out  again,  she  will  probably  be 
destroyed.  It  is  thought  exceedingly  doubtful  whether  she  can  be  got 
off.  The  Spaulding  will  go  up  to  try  it  to-night.  The  commander  of 
the  Monitor  is  severely  injured  in  the  face  from  the  effects  of  a  shot 
striking  the  outside  of  a  narrow  opening  through  [which]  he  was  look- 

ing.   He  has  gone  to  Baltimore  tonight. 
Wm.  D.  Whipple. 

General  Mansfield. 

[Telegram.] 

Old  I^oint  Comfort,  March  9,  1862. 
Please  lf>ok  out  for  Virginia  until  my  return.  I  may  have  to  stay 

over  to-night,  as  my  presence  is  indispensable.  I  think  the  Merri- 
mack is  laid  up  for  a  few  days,  not  more,  and  in  that  time  the  harbor 

will  be  cleared  for  the  iron  combatants.  It  is  a  most  historical  fight — 
four  hours  fighting  and  nobody  hurt.  Everybody  is  in  good  spirits, 
especially  as  the  Minnesota  is  off. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Hon.  M.  Blair, 

Postmaster-  General. 
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Report  of  Captain  Manton,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  offleer  preeent 

U.  8.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  BoadSj  March  P,  186J2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  at  1  o*clock  one 
of  the  lookout  vessels  reported  by  signal  that  the  enemy  was  coming 
out.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Minnesota  to  get  underway,  and  as  soon 
as  the  two  tugs  appointed  to  tow  this  ship  came  alongside  I  slipped 
our  cable. 

The  Merrimack  was  soon  discovered  passing  out  by  SewelPs  Point, 
standing  up  toward  Newport  News,  accompanied  by  several  small  gun- 

boats. Every  exertion  was  made  by  us  to  get  all  the  speed  on  the 
Roanoke  that  the  two  tugs  were  capable  of  giving  her,  but  in  conse- 

quence of  our  bad  steerage  we  did  not  get  ahead  as  rapidly  as  we 
desired  to  do.  The  Merrimack  went  np  and  immediately  attacked  the 
Congress  and  Cumberland^  but  particularly  the  latter  ship,  which  was 
hid  from  us  by  the  land.  When  about  7  or  8  miles  from  Fortress  Mon- 

roe the  Minnesota  grounded.  We  continued  to  stand  on,  and  when  we 
came  in  sight  of  the  Cumberland  we  saw  that  she  had  careened  over, 
apparently  full  of  water.  The  enemy,  who  had  been  joined  by  two  or 
tlypee  steamers  from  James  River,  now  devoted  themselves  exclusively 
to  the  Congress^  but  she  being  aground  could  bring  but  few  guns  to 

bear  on  them,  and  at  ten  minutes  before  4  o^clock  we  had  the  mortifica- 
tion of  seeing  her  haul  down  her  flag.  I  continued  to  stand  on  till  we 

found  ourselves  in  3^  fathoms  water,  and  was  on  the  ground  astern. 
Finding  that  we  could  go  no  farther  I  ordered  one  of  our  tugs  to  tow 
us  round,  and  as  soon  as  the  Boanoke^s  head  was  pointed  down  the  bay, 
and  I  found  she  was  afloat  again,  I  directed  the  tugs  to  go  to.the  assist- 

ance of  the  Minnesota^  under  the  hope  that  with  two  others  which  had 
accompanied  her  they  would  be  able  to  get  her  off,  but  up  to  the  time 
that  I  now  write  have  not  succeeded  in  doing  so. 

At  5  o'clock  the  frigate  St.  Lawrence^  in  tow  of  the  Cambridge,  passed 
us,  jind  not  long  after  she  also  grounded,  but  by  the  aid  of  the  Cam- 

bridge she  was  got  afloat  again,  and  being  unable  to  render  any  assist- 
ance to  the  Minnesota,  came  down  the  harbor.  In  passing  the  batteries 

at  SewelFs  Point,  both  going  and  returning,  the  rebels  opened  their  fire 
on  us,  whicli  was  returned  from  oiu*  pivot  guns,  but  the  range  was  too 
great  for  them,  while  the  enemy's  shot  [fell]  far  beyond  us.  One  shot 
went  through  our  foresail,  cutting  away  two  of  our  shrouds,  and  several 
shells  burst  over  and  near  the  ship,  scattering  their  fragments  on  the 
deck. 

Between  7  and  8  o'clock  we  discovered  that  the  rebels  had  set  fire  to 
the  Congress,  and  she  continued  to  burn  till  1  o'clock,  when  she  blew 
up.  This  was  a  melancholy  satisfaction  to  me,  for  as  she  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  it  was  far  better  to  have  her  destroyed 
than  that  she  should  be  employed  against  us  at  some  future  day.  It 
was  the  impression  of  some  of  my  officers  that  the  rebels  hoisted  the 

French  flag,  but  I  could  not  make  it  out.  At  8  o'clock  I  heard  that  the 
Monitor  had  arrived,  and  soon  after  Lieutenant  Commanding  Worden 
came  on  board  and  I  immediately  ordered  him  to  go  up  to  the  Minne- 

sota, hoping  that  she  would  be  able  to  keep  off  an  attack  on  the 
Minnesota  till  we  had  got  her  afloat  again.  This  morning  the  Merri- 

mack renewed  the  attack  on  the  Minnesota,  but  she  found,  no  doubt 
greatly  to  her  surprise,  a  new  opponent  in  the  Monitor,  The  contest 
has  been  going  on  during  most  of  the  day  between  these  two  armored 
vessels,  and  most  beautifully  has  the  little  Monitor  sustained  herselfi 
showing  herself  capable  of  great  endui:ince. 
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I  have  iiotTeceived  any  official  accoaut  of  the  loss  of  the  Congress 
and  Oumberlundj  bnt  no  doubt  shall  do  so,  when  it  will  be  transmitted 
to  you. 

I  should  do  injustice  to  this  military  department  did  I  not  inform 
you  that  every  tossistance  was  freely  tendered  to  us,  sending  five  of 
their  tugs  to  the  relief  of  the  Minnesota^  and  oftbring  all  the  aid  in 
their  power. 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  say  that  Captain  Poor,  of  the  Ordnance 
Department,  kindly  volunteered  to  do  duty  temporarily  on  board  this 
8hi[),  and  from  whom  I  have  received  mucli  assistance.  I  did  hope  to 

get  this  oit'  by  this  day's  mail,  but  1  have  been  so  constantly  employed that  I  fear  I  shall  not  do  so. 
Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  iSenior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  J).  C. 

Abftract  log  cf  the  U.  8.  8.  Boanoke. 

March  5, 1862, — At  1:08  p.  m.  saw  signal  ."61,  which  we  answered  at once  and  signalized  tug  Young  America  to  come  alongside  and  take  us 
in  tow.  At  1 :  10  saw  the  Merrimack  around  Sewell's  Point  heading  for 
Newport  News.  Slipped  our  chain  and  started  up  in  tow  of  the  tug 
Dragon.  The  Minnesota  also  got  underway  and  steamed  toward  New- 
2)ort  News.  At  1 :  30  the  tug  Young  America  came  alongside  to  assist 

in  towing  us  to  the  action.  At  2  p.  m.  the  tugboat  Dragon  cast  oil' from  alongside  and  took  a  hawser  out  ahead.  Set  the  spanker  and 
jib.  At  2:30,  coming  in  range  of  Sewell's  Point  battery,  they  opened 
fire,  and  several  shot  and  shell  passed  over  and  fell  around  this  ship. 
One  rifie  shot  passed  through  the  foresail  and  cut  away  a  shroud  on 
each  side  of  the  fore  rigging;  put  on  stops  at  once.  The  forward  pivot 
gun  was  trained  on  SewelFs  Point  battery  and  fired,  but  fell  short.  On 
oi)ening  Newport  News  Point,  about  3:30,  found  the  Oamberland  sunk, 
the  Minnesota  aground,  and  the  rebel  steamers  Merrimack^  Jamestownj 
and  Patrick  JJenry,  together  with  some  three  or  four  small  steamers,  en- 

gaging the  Congress  and  Newport  News  encampment  and  fort.  At  about 
4  o'clock  the  Congress  struck  her  colors  and  hoisted  the  white  flag.  The 
rebels  then  opened  fire  at  the  Minnesota  at  long  range  with  rifled  guns. 
Several  of  their  siiotfell  around  this  ship.  All  and  every  exertion  was 
made  to  get  this  ship  up  to  the  scene  of  action  and  to  the  relief  of  the 
Congress  and  Minnesota,  but  could  not.  We  worked  her  head  down  the 
river,  and  sent  the  tugs  to  the  relief  of  the  Minnesota.  From  4  to  G 
p.  m.  calm,  ship  underway,  endeavoring  to  get  up  to  Newport  News; 
the  water  shoal.  The  Minnesota  aground  and  our  ship  dragging  into 
the  mud  and  could  liot  get  into  action.  With  the  assistance  of  the  two 
tugs  and  sail  got  the  shii)  about,  then  up  [top]gallant  masts,  made  sail, 
and  sent  the  tugboats  to  assist  the  Minnesota.  At  this  time  the  Cum- 

berland had  been  sunk  and  the  Congress  her  colors  struck.  Passing 
SewelPs  Point  the  battery  kept  a  brisk  fire  on  us  each  way,  the  shot 
passing  over  and  some  fragments  striking  us  in  hull  and  rigging. 
When  out  of  range  we  came  to  anchor.  At  the  time  of  getting  up  the 
topgtdlaut  masts  the  leading  block  bolt  in  the  deck  drew,  striking  «Iohn 
McDonough  in  the  head,  who,  it  is  feared,  is  mortally  wounded.  Find- 

ing it  impossible  to  get  u[)  the  river,  and  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  vvvtU. 
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our  pivot  gun  on  SbwbU's  Point,  stood  down  river  ami  nnulioreil  between  | 
Fortress  Monnw  and  Sewell's  Point,  leaving;  tlie  Minncnotn  and  81.  , 
lAiwnturnp  tliii  river  in  action  with  the  Merrimncl;  Fmni  0  to  8  p.  m,: 
At  C  the  steamers  AtUintio  and  America  (owed  ua  to  our  anchorage  in 
the  roads.  The  Minnesota  remains  auronnd  and  tlie  ConyrenH  enveloped 

in  flames.  At  G:0(!thewhol6  rebel  fleet  withdrew  under  Sewell's  Point  , and  anchored.    The  steamer  MoniUir  arrived. 
March  IK — At  12:30  n.  m.  the  Hhip  Oongresa  blew  up.  At  daylight  I 

called  all  hands.  Saw  the  Merrimack.. TameaUiwn,  and  Patrick  Senrym 

olf  Sewell'K  Point.  At  7:45  the  Merrimank  Uriftad  slowly  down,  and  f 
at8:(>i>opened  fire  on  the  Monitor,  sheretuniing  it.  At  8;  30  the  Mer-  * 
riniaci:  opened  a  brisk  Are  on  the  Minne»ota  and  Monitor,  both  return- 1 
iog  the  lire.  The  engagement  lasted  three  and  one-half  hours.  At  I 
meridian,  the  Merrimack,  with  the  other  rebel  Iwats,  returned  toward  f 
Nortblk. 

March  10.— At  2:06  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Whitehall  caught  fire^ 
and  was  destroyed.     Sent  the  Youitjf  America  to  her  ivssistance.     At   i 
.S:20  a  boat  arrived  with  dispatches  to,  and  returned  with  dispatches 
from,  Captain  Maraton.     The  Wliitehtill  is  a  total  wreck.    At4:45  the 
U.  8,  S|team]  frigate  Minnesota  got  afloat  and  <anie  down  to  her  anchor- 

age in  the  roads.     At  H  the  F.  S.  8.  Monitor  came  down.    Called  all  , 
bands  and  cheered  her. 

March  ii.— At  10  a.  m.  saw  black  smoke  and  steam  of  three  steamers  \ 
ovei'  Sewell's  Point. 

larch  VJ. — Got  underway  for  New  York. 

[ Beport  of  Gaptuii  Vui  Bnmt,  D.  B.  Nsvj,  oonunanding  IT.  8.  S,  MlnneMtk. F.  S.  S.  Minnesota.  Mnroh  10, 1SG2. 

          On  Satunlay,  the  8th  instant,  at  12: -15  p.  ni.,  three  small  steam- '. 
era.  in  appearance,  were  discovered  rounding  Sewell's  Point,  and  aa 
soon  as  they  came  into  full  broadside  view  I  was  convinced  that  one 

was  the  iron-plated  steam  battery  jl/irWmnci,  from  the  large  size  of  her 
smoke  pipe.    They  were  heading  for  Newport  News,  and  I,  in  obedience 
to  a  signal  from  Ihc  senior  oflicer  present,  Captain  .1.  Marstou,  imme-  _ 
diately  called  all  hands,  slipped  my  cnblea,  and  got  underway  for  that  1 

jwint  to  engage  her.     While  rai>idly  passing  Sewell's  Point  tlie  rebels  ■ 
there  o]>ened  Ure  njionusfroni  a  riflebattery.  one  shot  from  which  going 
throngh  and  crippling  my  mainmast.    I  returned  the  Are  with  my  broad- 
wide  guns  and  forecastle  pivot.    We  ran  without  further  difficulty  within 
about  IJ  miles  of  Newport  News,  and  there,  unfortunately,  grounded. 
The  tide  was  running  ebb.  and  although  in  the  channel,  there  was  not   | 
sufficient  water  for  this  ship,  which  draws  23  feet.    1  knew  that  the  1 
bottom  was  soft  and  Inmpy,  and  endeavored  to  force  the  ship  over,  but  J 
found  it  impossible  so  to  do.  I 

At  Ibis  time  it  was  reported  tome  that  the  Merrimack  had  passed 
the  frigate  ContireJtx  and  run  into  the  ak»>p  of  war  Cumberland,  and  in 
fifteen  minutes  after  1  saw  tlie  latter  going  down  by  the  head.  The 

Merrimack  then  hauled  ofl',  taking  a  position,  and  about  2:30  p.  m. eugaged  the  Congress,  throwing  shot  and  shell  into  her  with  terrific 
effect,  while  the  shot  from  the  Congrejis  glanced  from  her  iron-plated 
sloping  sides  without  doing  any  apparent  damage.  At  3:30  p.  m.  the 
ConorexK  was  compelled  to  haul  down  her  colors.  Of  the  extent  of  her 
loss  aud  iiyury  you  will  be  informed  from  the  official  report. 
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At  4  p.  m.  the  Merrimack^  Jamestown^  and  Patrick  Henry  bore  down 
upon  my  vessel.  Very  fortunately  tlie  iron  battery  drew  too  much 
water  to  come  within  a  mile  of  us.  She  took  a  position  on  my  starboard 
bow,  but  did  not  fire  with  accuracy,  and  only  one  shot  passed  through 
the  ship's  bow. 

Tiie  other  two  steamers  took  their  position  on  my  port  bow  and  stem, 
and  their  fire  did  most  damage  in  killing  and  wounding  men,  inasmuch 
as  they  fired  with  rified  guns;  but  with  the  heavy  gun  that  I  could 
bring  to  bear  upon  them  T  drove  them  off,  one  of  them  apparently  in  a 
(Tippled  condition.  I  fired  upon  the  MerrimcLck  with  my  pivot  10-inch 

gun  without  apparent  efiect,  and  at  7  p.  m.  she  too  hauled  oft*  and  all three  vessels  steamed  toward  Norfolk.  The  tremendous  firing  of  my 
broadside  guns  had  crowded  me  farther  upon  the  mud  bank,  into  which 
the  ship  seemed  to  have  maile  for  herself  a  cradle.  From  10  p.  m.,  when 
the  tide  commenced  to  rnn  fiood  until  4  a.  m.,  I  had  all  hands  at  work 
with  steam  tugs  and  hawsers,  endeavoring  to  haul  the  ship  off  of  the 
bank,  but  without  avail,  and,  as  the  tide  had  then  fallen  considerably, 
I  suspended  further  operations  at  that  time.  At  2  a.  m.  the  iron  battery 
Monitor^  Commander  [Lieutenant]  John  L.  Worden,  which  had  arrived 
the  previous  evening  at  Hampton  Eoads,  came  alongside  and  reported 
for  duty,  and  then  all  on  board  felt  that  we  had  a  Ixiend  that  would 
stand  by  us  in  our  hour  of  trial. 
At  G  a.  m.  the  enemy  again  appeared,  coming  down  from  Craney 

Island,  and  I  beat  to  quarters,  but  they  ran  past  my  ship  and  were 
heading  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  the  retreat  was  beaten  to  allow  my 
men  to  get  something  to  eat.  The  Merrimack  ran  down  near  to  the 
Eip  liaps,  and  then  turned  into  the  channel  through  which  I  had  come. 
Again  all  hands  were  called  to  quarters,  and  when  she  approached 
within  a  mile  of  us  I  opened  upon  her  with  my  stern  guns  and  made 
signal  to  the  Monitor  to  attack  the  enemy.  She  immediately  ran  down 
in  my  wake,  right  within  the  range  of  the  Merrimack^  completely  cov- 

ering my  ship  as  faV  as  was  possible  with  her  dimensions,  and,  much  to 
my  astonishment,  laid  herself  right  alongside  of  the  Merrimack^  and  the 
contrast  was  that  of  a  pigmy  to  a  giant.  Gun  after  gun  was  fired  by 
the  Monitor^  which  was  returned  with  whole  broadsides  from  the  rebels 
with  no  more  effect,  apparently,  than  so  many  pebblestones  thrown  by 
a  child.  After  a  while  they  commenced  maneuvering,  and  we  could  see 
the  little  battery  point  her  bow  for  the  rebels,  with  the  intention,  as  I 
thought,  of  sending  a  shot  through  her  bow  porthole;  then  she  would 
shoot  by  her  and  rake  her  through  her  stern.  In  the  meantime  the 
rebel  was  pouring  broadside  after  broadside,  but  almost  all  her  shot  flew 
over  the  little  submerged  propeller,  and  when  they  struck  the  bomb- 

proof tower  the  shot  glanced  off  without  producing  any  effect,  clearly 
establishing  the  fact  that  wooden  vessels  can  not  contend  successfully 
with  ironclad  ones;  for  never  before  was  anything  like  it  dreamed  of 
by  the  greatest  enthusiast  in  maritime  warfare.  The  Merrimack^  find- 

ing that  she  could  make  nothing  of  the  Monitor,  turned  her  attention 
once  more  to  me.  In  the  morning  slie  had  put  a  11-inch  shot  under 
my  counter  near  the  water  line,  and  now,  on  her  second  approach,  I 
opened  upon  her  with  all  my  broadside  guns  and  10-inch  pivot  a  broad- 

side which  would  have  blown  out  of  water  any  timber-built  ship  in  the 
world.  She  returned  my  fire  with  her  rifled  bow  gun  with  a  shell, 
which  passed  through  the  chief  engineer's  stateroom,  through  the 
engineer's  mess  room,  amidships,  and  burst  in  the  boatswain's  room, 
tearing  four  rooms  all  into  one  in  its  passage,  exploding  two  charges  of 
powder,  which  set  the  ship  on  fire,  but  it  was  promptly  extinguished 
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by  a  party  headed  by  my  llrst  lieutenant;  her  second  went  through 
the  boiler  of  the  tugboat  Dragon,  exploding  it  and  causing  some  con- 

sternation on  board  my  ship  for  the  moment,  until  the  matter  was 
explained.  This  time  I  had  concentrated  upon  her  an  incessant  fire 
from  my. gun  deck,  spar  deck,  and  forecastle  pivot  guns,  and  was 
informed  by  my  marine  officer,  who  was  stationed  on  the  poop,  that  at 
least  fifty  solid  shot  struck  her  on  her  slanting  side  without  producing 
any  apparent  effect.  By  the  time  she  had  fired  her  third  shell  the 
little  Monitor  had  come  down  upon  her,  placing  herself  between  us, 
and  compelled  her  to  change  her  position,  in  doing  which  she  grounded, 
and  again  1  poured  into  her  all  the  guns  which  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  her.  As  so  n  as  she  got  off  she  stood  down  the  bay,  the 
little  battery  chasing  her  with  all  speed,  when  suddenly  the  Merrimack 
turned  around  and  ran  full  speed  into  her  antagonist.  For  a  moment 
1  was  anxious,  but  instantly  I  saw  a  shot  plunge  into  the  iron  roof  of 
the  Merrimack^  which  surely  must  have  damaged  her.  For  some  time 
after  the  rebels  concentrated  their  whole  battery  upon  the  tower  and 
pilot  house  of  the  Monitor^  and  soon  after  the  latter  stood  down  for 
Fortress  Monroe,  and  we  thought  it  probable  she  had  exhausted  her  sup- 

ply of  ammunition  or  sustained  some  injury.  Soon  after  the  Merrimack 
and  the  two  other  steamers  headed  for  my  ship,  and  I  then  felt  to  the 
fullest  extent  my  condition.  I  was  hard  and  immovably  aground,  and 
they  could  take  ])osition  under  my  stern  and  rake  me.  I  had  expended 
most  of  my  solid  shot  and  my  ship  was  badly  crippled  and  my  officers 
and  men  were  worn  out  with  fatigue,  but  even  then,  in  this  extreme 
dilemma,  I  determined  never  to  give  up  the  ship  to  the  rebels,  and. 
after  consulting  my  officers,  I  ordered  every  preparation  to  be  made  to 
destroy  the  ship  after  all  hope  was  gone  to  save  her.  On  ascending 
the  poop  deck  1  observed  that  the  enemy's  vessels  had  changed  their 
course  and  were  heading  for  Craney  Island.  Then  I  determined  to 
lighten  the  ship  by  throwing  overboard  my  8  inch  guns,  hoisting  out 
provisions,  starting  water,  etc.  At  2  p.  m.  I  proceeded  to  make  another 
atteni])t  to  save  the  ship,  by  the  use  of  a  number  of  powerful  tugs  and 
the  steamer  S.  It.  Spaulding,  kindly  sent  to  my  assistance  by  Captain 
Tallmadge,  quartermaster  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  succeeded  in  drag- 

ging her  half  a  mile  distiint,  and  then  she  again  was  immovable,  the 
tide  having  fallen.  At  2  a.  m.  this  morning  I  succeeded  in  getting  the 
sliip  once  more  afloat,  and  am  now  at  anchor  opposite  Fortress  Monroe. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  during  the  whole  of  these  try- 
ing scenes  the  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  with  great  cour- 
age and  coolness. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Captain^  U.  8,  Navy,  Commanding  Frigate  Minnesota. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  March  10, 1862. 

Report  of  IdUed  and  wounded  on  and  alongside  the  Minnesota  in  the  action  of  the  8ih  and 
9th  March,  1862. 

Killed  on  hoard  the  Minnesota : 

1.  Alexander  Winslow,  captain  maintop. 
2.  Henry  Smith,  coxswain. 
3.  Dennis  Harrington, captain  nii/zen  top;  killed  alongside  on  board 

the  Whitehall. 
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g'  >  Names  not  ascertained  yet. 
0.  Robert  Wangh,  died  on  board  Minnesota. 

Wounded  on  board  the  Minnesota  : 

1.  John  Gonn,  qnarterraaster,  serioosly. 
2.  Henry  Leeland,  quarter  gunner,  seriously. 
3.  Charles  Dunlap,  ordinary  seaman,  mortally. 
4.  Samuel  W.  Hiller,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly. 
5.  Christopher  Sewell,  coal  heaver,  mortally. 
6.  Charles  Thompson,  seaman,  seriously,  perhaps  mortally. 
7.  Joseph  Augustus  (musician),  seriously. 
8.  Samuel  W.  Thomas  (musician),  slightly. 
9.  Seth  Bennett  (musician),  slightly. 

10.  Atwell  Kean,  landsman,  slightly. 
11.  John  Clark,  seaman,  seriously. 
12.  Patrick  Joyce,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly. 
13.  Julius  Bartlett,  quartermaster,  slightly. 
14.  Joyce  Moore  fcolored),  landsmau,  slightly. 
15.  Eli  Parris  (colored),  landsman,  slighSy. 
16.  Ansel  Bichchurch,  seaman,  slightly. 

Wounded  alongside  on  board  th€  Dragon : 

17  "i ^g*  f  Names  not  ascertained ;  now  on  board  the  hospital  ship  Ben 
^g  V      Morgan, 
20.  Name  not  known  (engineer),  slightly. 
Total  killed,  6. 
Total  wounded,  20. 

Very  respectfully, 
Wm.  Maxwell  Wood, 

Fleet  Surgeon.  J 

Captain  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 
Commanding  U.  S,  8.  Minnesota. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  March  10, 1862. 
Sir:  1  most  respectfully  offer  the  following  report  of  ammunition 

expended  on  the  8th  and  9th  instant: 
78  solid  shot,  X-inch. 
169  solid  shot,  IX-inch. 
67  shelly  X-inoh,  15-second. 

180  shell,  IX-inchy  15-second. 
35  Hhell  Vlll-inoh,  15-8ecoDd. 
5,567^  pounds  of  service  powder. 

I  also  wish  to  re]>ort  to  you  that  the  battery  requires  refitting,  being 
rendered  useless.  Locks  and  sights  broken,  breechings,  side  tackles, 
and  block  strai>s  cut,  blocks  destroyed,  rammers  and  sponges  brokenj 
etc.  With  what  I  have  on  hand  I  can  equip  ten  9-inch  guns  besides 
the  pivot.  The  clevises  on  the  pivot  slide  have  carried  away,  the  slide 
itself  requires  overhauling.  Seven  of  the  guns  of  the  spar-deck  battery 
were  thrown  overboard ;  also  one  12-pounder  boat  howitzer.  A  part  of 
the  small  arms  is  missing;  also  belts,  cartridge  boxes,  scabbards,  and 
frogs.  All  the  articles  put  on  board  the  Whitehall  for  safe-keeping  are 
destroyed,  she  having  been  burned  last  night. 

Very  respectfully,  etc. 
Ohablbs  W.  IIomeb, 

Gunner, 

G.  J.  Van  Brunt,  Esq., 
Captain. 
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U.  8.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoaiU,  Virginia,  March  10,  lSti3. 

Sis:  Iu  obedience  to  your  order  of  tUia  date,  I  submit  the  foUowiug 
rei>ort  of  il^Tiiages  sastained  by  this  ship  iu  hull,  spars,  and  boiitt^  in 
the  eugageineiitH  ou  the  8tli  and  !)tU  instant  with  the  relwl  steamers 
Merrimack,  Yorktown,  and  one  other,  name  unknowu : 

Port  sidi);  Received  one  shell  on  afteniuarter  at  the  water  Mne,  which 
cat  through  the  planking;  one  i^hell  between  main  aud  mizzeu  rigging 

below  air-port  line,  which  passed  through  chief  engiueer'a  stateroom, 
crossing  aud  tearing  up  the  deck  over  tl)e  cockpit  and  striking  the 

clamp  and  kueo  in  carpenter's  stateroom,  where  it  exploded,  ciinyiug 
away  the  beam  clamp  and  knee  and  completely  demolishing  the  bulk- 
heudi«,  setting  tire  to  the  same  and  ripping  up  the  deck.  One  shell 
passed  through  hammock  netting  abaft  of  main  rigging,  striking  spar 
deck  on  starboard  side,  cutting  through  four  planks,  then,  ricochetting, 
carrying  away  tru<;k  and  axle  of  gun  caniage  and  wounding  waterways. 
Two  shell  piissed  through  Ko.  8  port,  carrying  away  planking  timbeis 
iind  deck  clamps  aud  splintering  several  beams  aud  castings.  One  shell 
passetl  through  (brward  part  of  No,  0  port,  carrying  away  planking  tim- 

ber aud  upper  sill;  one  shell  under  forerigging,  which  cut  away  sheet 
cable,  penetrating  plauking  timber,  aud  splintering  deck  clamps.  One 
shell  on  starboard  side  carried  away  hammock  nettings  and  gangway 
boards.  There  are  several  wounds  ou  port  side,  received  Ironi  fragments 
of  exploded  shell.  One  sheU  passed  llirougU  the  mainmast  14  feet  above 
deck,  cutting  away  one-third  of  the  luaat  and  bursting  some  of  the  irtni 
bauds.  One  shell  struck  spar  deck  in  starboard  gangway,  cutting  it 
up.     One  passed  from  port  to  starboard  gangway  forward  of  mainmast, 

I  ere  it  exploded,  wo
unding  two  boats. Very  raspectfully, 

Eaz.  Thompson, 

Carpenter,  U.  H.  A'niKf Japtain  G.  J,  Van  Bruht, 
Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Minnegola. 

U.  S.  3.  MiKNEBOTA, 
Of  Hampton  fioada,  Marfh  10, 1SH3. 

BiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  boatswain  department  wa) 
injured  to  the  extent  euumeratcd  below  while  engaged  with  the  rebelsl 
on  the  Stb  and  9th  instant: 

Port  jib  guy  shot  away;  lower  boom  topping-lift  falls;    port  fore 
topsail  brace;  port  mizzen- topsail  brace;  jwrt  main  lift;  port  main  top- 

gallant clewline;  main  topmast  peudaut;  forward  guys  of  lower  boomed 
shronds  iu  port  maiu  rigfiing;  fore-topmast  staysail  halyards. 

I  am,  very  resjiect fully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Paul  Atkinson, 

I
.
 
 

Boalmct nptaiu  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 
I  Commanding  U.  S.  .S.  Mimu'sota. 

AtwtTMt  log  at  ths  n.  B,  B,  KinneiDta. 

"March  8,  lfi63.— At  12;  45  p,  m.  saw  three  steamers  off  Sewell's  Pointl 
standing  towani  Newport  News.  Oue  of  these  was  supposed  to  be  tUtiT 
Merrimack  from  the  si/.e  of  her  smokestack.     We  itnmediately  slipped^ 
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chain  and  steamed  toward  Newport  News.  At  1 :  30  went  to  quarters. 
At  2,  when  off  SewelPs  Point,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us,  which 
was  immediately  responded  to  by  this  ship.  One  of  the  enemy's  shot 
took  efifect  upon  the  mainmast.  We  immediately  fished  and  secured  it 
with  a  hawser  over  the  masthead.  At  3  the  ship  grounded,  Newport 
News  bearing  north  [west?],  distanceabout  1  mile.  Webacked  theengine 
and  set  the  mizzen  topsail  to  back  the  ship  off,  but  all  to  no  effect,  as  it 
was  high  water  when  the  ship  grounded.  The  three  rebel  steamers, 
when  we  had  grounded  near  Newport  News,  had  attacked  the  U.  S.  ships 
Cumberland  and  Congress,  At  3 :  30  the  Cumberland  went  down  with 
her  colors  flying.  At  4  the  Congress  struck  her  colors  and  hoisted  a 
white  flag.  At  4  the  rebel  steamers  and  the  Minnesota  commenced 
action,  the  rebels  firing  directly  upon  our  bows.  We  immediately 
transported  four  of  the  broadside  guns  to  the  bow  ports  and  commenced 
firing.  Two  of  the  rebel  steamers  commenced  moving  to  the  south- 

ward. We  then  opened  fire  upon  them  with  our  port  battery.  We 
received  several  shot  and  shell  in  our  port  side,  killing  two  men  and 
wounding  several.  From  6  until  8  p.  m.:  Action  still  continued  with 
our  port  battery  and  bow  guns,  the  rebels  doing  considerable  damage  to 
the  Minnesota.  At  7  the  rebel  steamers  hauled  off.  From  8  until  mid- 

night: All  preparations  were  made  to  get  the  ship  afloat,  such  as  getting 
out  stream  anchor,  getting  tugboats  alongside,  and  making  them  fast; 
transported  two  of  the  9-iDch  broadside  guns  to  the  stern  i)orts  of  the 
cabin. 

March  9. — At  2  a.  m.  the  ship  floated,  but  soon  grounded.  The  U.  8. 
battery  Monitor^  Commander  [Lieutenant]  J.  L.  Worden,  arrived  and 
rei)orted  for  orders.  From  4  until  8  a.  m. :  Received  100  9-inch  solid  shot 
from  Fortress  Monroe.  Still  at  work  trying  to  get  the  ship  off.  At 
4 :15  found  it  impossible  to  get  the  ship  afloat,  as  tlie  tide  had  fallen  too 
much.  At  6  a.  m.  the  three  rebel  steamers  made  their  appearance 
directly  astern,  and  commenced  firing  upon  us,  which  was  promptly 
responded  to.  Signalized  the  Monitor  to  engage  the  enemy.  She 
commenced  an  attack  upon  them,  when  they  steamed  toward  Sewell's 
Point,  followed  by  the  Monitor,  From  8  a.  m.  to  meridian:  U.  8.  S. 
Monitor  still  engaged  with  Merrimack j  at  close  quarters  most  of  the 
time.  At  11  the  Merrimack  again  returned  and  took  her  position  upon 
our  port  side,  distant  about  1  mile,  and  commenced  to  fire  upon  our 

ship,  striking  her  in  several  places,  doing  much  damage.  The  enemy's 
fire  promptly  returned  by  this  ship;  one  man  killed  and  several 
wounded.  The  Merrimack  retired.  We  commenced  lightening  the 
ship  by  starting  water,  hoisting  out  provisions,  and  heaving  overboard 
seven  of  8iuch  guns.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Merrimack  steamed  toward  Nor- 
iolk.  At  2  commenced  to  get  the  ship  afloat  and  succeeded  in  swing- 

ing the  ship's  bows  down  the  channel.  All  hands  were  called  to  stand 
by  their  bags  and  hammocks  in  case  we  failed  to  get  the  ship  oft'  at 
high  water,  having  expended  nearly  all  of  our  solid  shot,  9-inch.  At 
4:30  we  succeeded  in  getting  the  ship  afloat  and  2)roceeded  one-fourth 
of  a  mile,  when  we  again  grounded. 

March  10. — At  2  a.  m.  succeeded  in  getting  the  ship  afloat.  Came  to 
anchor  in  Hampton  Heads. 

B«port  of  Ilaet  Snrgton  Wood,  U.  8.  Navy,  trammittixig  lift  of  IdUod  and  wounded. 

IT.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  March  I2j  1862, 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  so 

far  as  any  returns  have  been  made,  in  the  action  of  this  s€[uadroi\  ̂ \W^ 
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that  of  the  enoiny  on  the  8th  and  9th  instant.  Most  of  the  woundeil 
of  the  CongrenH  and  Cumberland  are  now  in  the  army  hospitiils  at  New- 

port Xews  and  Fortress  Monroe. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Maxwell  Wood, 
Fleet  Surgeon. 

FlagOfficer  Louis  M.  Goldsborough, 
Oommanding  ^orth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

[Encloenro.] 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  durintj  the  engagement  on  the  Sth  and  9th  of  March ,  IS63, 
off  Newport  Xcw8, 

On  board  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota  : 
1.  Alexander  Winslow,  captain  main  top,  killed. 
2.  Henry  Smith,  coxswain,  killed. 
3.  Dennis  Harrington,  captain  mizzen  top,  killed. 
4.  John  (Tnnn,  quartermaster,  wounded. 
5.  Henry  Leeland,  quarter  gunner,  wounded. 
G.  Charles  Duuhip,  ordinary  seaman,  wonndrd. 
7.  Samuel  W.  Ililler,  ordinary  seaman,  wounded. 
8.  Christopher  Sewell,  coal  lieaver,  wounded. 
9.  Charles  Thompson,  seaman,  wounded. 

10.  Joseph  Augustus,  musician,  contused. 
11.  Samuel  \V.  Thomas,  musician,  wounded. 
12.  Seth  Hennett,  musician,  wounded. 
13.  Atwell  Kean,  landsman,  wounded. 
14.  John  Clark,  seaman,  injured  in  groin. 
15.  Patrick  Joyce,  ordinary  seaman,  contused. 
10.  Julius  Bartlett,  quartermaster,  wounded. 
17.  Ansel  Kichchurch,  seaman,  contused. 
IS.  Joyce  Moore  (colored),  landsman,  wounded. 
19.  Kli  Parris  (colored),  landsman,  wounded. 
Total  killed,  3;  wounded,  16. 

On  hoard  r.  S.  S.  Whitehall: 
1.  Andrew  yesbitt,  third  assistsuit  engineer,  killed. 

-.  Charles  O'Connor,  boy,  killed. 
.').  Robert  Waugh,  seaman,  killed. 

On  hoard  U,  S,  S.  Dragon  : 
Jos.]  McDonald,  wounded. 
Charles  J.|  Frieze,  wounded. 

3.  Name  not  ascertained,  wounded. 
On  hoard  II,  JS,  S.  Roanoke: 

1.  John  McDonough,  third,  ordinary   seaman,  contused   wound  of 
scalp;  serious.     From  U.  S.  S.  (UmgrvHH, 

L*.  Robert  Rogers,  ordinary  seaman,  lacerated  wound  of  wiist;  not serious.     From  U.  S.  S.  Cumberland, 

3.  T.  Wade,  lirst-class  boy,  lacerated  wound  of  neck;  not  serious. 
L  John  Stockwell,  boatswain's  mate,  dislocation  of  shoulder  joint. 

r.  *S'.  *S.  Cumberland: 
1.    Butt,  burns  and  contusion  of  head  and  face. 
2.  John  Grady,  seaman,  lacerated  wound  of  right  arm;  burns  of 

face. 

3.  John  McCunn,  ordinary  seaman,  slight  wound  right  side  of  head. 
4.  John    l>ates,  ordinary   seaman,  slight  wound   of  lett  arm   :iud 

buttock. 

1. 
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5.  John  Devine,  carpenter's  mate,  wound  of  left  heel. 
G.  Edward  Cobb,  signal  quartermaster,  slight  wound  of  head,  throat, 

and  abdomen. 
7.  John  Gardner,  quartermaster,  contusion  of  right  thigh. 
8.  Alex.  McFadden,  raariue,  lacerated  wound  of  left  arm. 
9.  John  B.  Cavanaugh,  ordinary  seaman,  slight  wound  over  left 

temple. 
10.  John  Burt,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion  and  abrasion  of  back. 
11.  Jos.  Kussell,  quartermaster,  exhaustion ;  a  long  time  in  the  water. 
V2.  Tochlin  Livingston,  ordinary  seaman,  intermittent. 
13.  James  Benson,  ordinary  seaman,  rheumatism. 
14.  Mr.  Stuyvesant,  master,  slight  penetrating  wound,  left  forearm, 

from  splinter. 
TOTAL. 

Minnesota . . 
WhitehaU.. 
Dragon    
Roanoke   
ConsreBs  ... 
Cumoerlaud 

Kille<l.  •    Wonndeil. 

3 
IG 
16 
3 
1 

(") 

6  ,  37 

*  Two  now  on  Roanoke ;  14  in  Fort  Monroe  and  Camp  Batler. 

Very  respectfully. 
Wm.  Maxwell  Wood, 

Fleet  Surgeon 

Additioiud  report  of  Fleet  Burgeon  Wood,  U.  8.  Havy,  transmitting  lift  of  kiUed  and  wounded. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Koada,  March  li^  186:i. 

Sir:  Since  the  report  I  had  the  honor  to  forward  yesterday,  I  have 
received  from  Baltimore  the  enclosed  list  of  wounded  on  board  the 
U.  S.  Sfhip]  Congress, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  Maxwell  Wood, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 

Flag-OfWcer  Louis  M.  Goldsbouough,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Bhckading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

LiBi  of  wounded  on  board  the  U.  8.  frigate  Congreen  during  the  action  on  the  8th  instant. 

1.  Surgeon  Edward  Shippen,  concussion. 
2.  Mr.  Rhodes,  pilot,  ba<lly  burned;  died  on  the  Oth. 
3.  Spencer  Fish,  ordinary  seaman,  slight  wound  in  foot. 
4.  William  Bangs,  ordinary  seaman,  slight  wound  on  face,  hand, 

and  legs. 
5.  Oharles  Trask,  seaman,  slight  burn  on  the  head  and  face. 
6.  Harry  Millenbrock,  ordinary  seaman,  slight  burn  on  the  arm. 
7.  Emanuel  Denoviel,  ordinary  seaman,  badly  burned  on  face  and 

hands. 
8.  Charles  Wilson,  seaman,  slightly  wounded. 
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9.  William  McAbee,  boatswain's  mate,  badly  burued  oji  face  and bauds. 
10.  John  Cahill,  seaman,  slightly  wounded. 
11.  John  Barritts,  fractured  thigh. 
12.  Edwin  G.  Pepper,  wound  on  the  scalp,  face,  and  hands. 
13.  Jesse  H.  Jewell,  marine,  badly  burned  on  lace,  hands,  arms,  and 

legs. 
14.  Lawrence  Furlong,  slightly  burned  on  face. 
15.  John  McClusky,  amputation  of  thigh. 
IG.  Alexander  Johnson,  severe  wound,  right  thigh. 
17.  John  Brislin,  amputation  of  thigh;  died  since. 
18.  George  Webster,  seaman,  amputation  of  arm ;  severe  wound  of 

thorax. 
10.  Thomas  Serrin,  amputation  of  arm  and  serious  injuries  of  body. 
20.  Charles  Tyman,  corporal,  amputation  at  hip  joint;  died  since. 
21.  — = —  [Leroy],  ship's  quartermaster,  amputation  of  leg:   died since. 

22.  James  Goulding,  Ninety-ninth  [New  York]  Begiment,  wound  of scalp. 
23.  Patrick  Clancey,  marine,  wound  on  neck  and  leg. 
24.  Stephen  Brinnen,  Ninety-ninth  [New  York]  Eegiment,  fractured leg. 

25.  Samuel  Furlong,  Ninety-ninth  [New  York]  Eegiment,  burns  on 
head  and  face. 

2G.  William  Ohapman,  seaman,  burns  on  face  and  hands. 
27.  James  McFaden,  seaman,  bruised  on  right  shoulder  and  left  leg. 
28.  George  S.  Dean,  ordinary  seaman,  wound  on  face,  shoulder,  and leg. 

29.  David  Ferguson,  seaman,  thigh  bruised. 
30.  Thomas  Gannbn,  ordinary  seaman,  punctured  wound. 

Baport  of  Captain  Porviance,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  frigate  8t  Lawrence. 

U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawbence, 
Hampton  RoadSy  March  10 j  1862, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  on  the  6th 
instant  in  Lynn  Haven  Bay,  from  New  York. 

After  anchoring,  a  strong  gale  from  the  northwest  commenced,  and 
continued  through  the  night  and  the  following  day. 

On  Saturday  the  wind  abated,  and  while  waiting  for  wind  and  tide, 
the  U.  S.  gunboat  Cambridge  came  alongside  and  reported  that  the 
rebel  steam  ram  Merrimack  and  some  side-wheel  steamers  were  engag- 

ing the  frigates  Congress  an     Cumberland  at  Newport  News. 
At  half  past  2  we  got  under  v/ay  in  tow  of  the  Cambridge  and,  when 

abreast  of  the  rebel  battery  at  Sewell's  Point,  the  battery  opened  lire, 
one  of  the  shells  exploding  under  the  forefoot  of  the  8t.  Lawrence,  doing, 
however,  no  material  injury.  The  tire  was  returned,  and,  it  is  believed, 
with  some  effect. 

The  Cumberland  had  at  this  time  gone  down,  having  been  run  into 
by  the  Merrimack,  and  the  Congress  had  surrendered,  after  a  terrible 
slaughter  of  her  men  and  when  rendered  perfectly  powerless  by  the 
fire  of  the  rebels. 
The  Minnesota  was  aground  and  was  engaging  the  enemy,  whose 

force  consisted  of  the  rebel  steam  ram  and  four  or  five  side- wheel  gun- 
boats.   When  near  the  Minnesota  the  St.  Lawrence  grounded,  and  at 
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that  time  opened  fire,  but  her  shot  did  no  execution ;  the  armor  of  .the 
Merrimeuik  proved  invulnerable  to  her  comparatively  feeble  projectiles. 

Taking  advantage  of  these  portentous  circumstances,  the  if^rrimooA? 
directed  her  attention  to  firing  several  projectiles  of  formidable  dimen- 

sions, one  of  which,  an  80-pound  shell,  penetrated  the  starboard  quarter 
about  4  inches  above  the  water  line,  passed  through  the  pantry  of  the 
wardroom  and  into  the  stateroom  of  the  assistant  surgeou  on  the  x)ort 
side,  completely  demolishing  the  bulkhead,  and  there  struck  against  a 
strong  iron  bar,  which  secured  the  bull's-eye  of  the  port;  it  returned 
into  the  wardroom  expended.  It  fortunately  did  not  explode,  and  no 
person  was  injured.  The  damages  done  by  this  one  shot  proved  the 
power  of  the  projectiles  which  she  employed,  and  readily  explained  the 
quick  destruction  of  our  wooden  and  antiquated  frigates. 

Our  position  at  this  time  was  one  of  some  anxiety.  Being  aground, 
the  tug  Young  America  came  alongside  and  got  us  off,  after  which  a 
powerM  broadside  from  the  spar  and  gun  decks  of  the  8t,  Lawrenoe^ 
then  distant  about  half  a  mile,  thrown  into  the  Merrimack  induced  her 
to  withdraw,  whether  from  necessity  or  discretion,  is  not  known;  cer- 

tainly no  serious  damage  could  have  been  done.  After  which  we  pro- 
ceeded slowly  to  the  anchorage,  which  we  reached  about   p.  m. 

The  Merrimack  again  appeared  the  following  morning  and  sustained 
for  several  hours  the  consolidated  fire  of  the  Minnesota  and  Monitor^ 
abandoning  the  conflict  finally,  but  apparently  unharmed. 
The  Minnesota  remained  aground  during  the  night,  was  supplied 

with  additional  ammunition,  and  in  the  morning,  when  attacked  by  the 
Merrima4)kj  fought  her  guns  with  an  energy,  skill,  and  indomitable  per- 

severance worthy  of  the  noble  and  patriotic  cause  which  she  was 
defending.  Unable  to  move,  she  was  forced  to  present  her  feeble  broad- 

side to  the  enemy,  who  remained  at  long  range,  offering  the  smallest 
surface  to  her  antagonist.  The  Monitor^  whose  performances  more  than 
equaled  the  highest  expectations,  contributed  most  powerfully  to  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Merrima4!kj  and  her  earlier  arrival  would  have  pre- 

vented the  unfortunate  loss  of  our  two  defenseless  frigates. 
All  the  officers  and  crew  zealously  and  efficiently  i>erformed  their 

duties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Y.  PUBVLANCE, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Captain. 
Secretary  Navy. 

Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  ihi]»  8t  Lawxenee. 

March  8, 1862. — [Hampton  Eoads.1  At  1  p.  m.  steamers  Roanoke  and 
Minnesota  stood  toward  Newport  Newf".  ii  Ai  1:30  discovered  rebel 
steamers.  At  2,  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge  caouoout  and  informed  us  that  the 
rebels  were  engaging  the  U.  S.  shix}^^  Cumberland  and  Congress,  At 
2: 30  called  "All  hands  up  anchor;''  hove  up  anchor,  were  taken  in  tow 
by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Cambridge,  and  stood  up  the  roads  for  the  enemy. 
At  5 :  25,  passing  Sewell's  Point,  the  batteries  oi)ened  on  us,  firing  some 
half  dozen  shot  and  sheU,  one  of  which  passed  over  our  quarter-deck 
forward  the  mizzenmast  and  just  clearing  the  bows  of  the  whaleboat, 
another  carrying  away  the  starboard  quarter  block  on  foreyard.  This 
fire  was  instantly  returned  by  the  long  32-pounders  of  the  first  division 
and  the  8-inch  d3  cwt.  shell  guns  of  the  second  division  port,  some  fall- 

ing short  and  others  apparently  landing  in  or  near  the  battery.  Pro- 
ceeded up  the  channel;  discovered  tho  Minnesota  to  be  a^town^*,  ̂ iX^\^ 
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ri7  w  ̂ «f  /  rutin?  .r  .mp^Msifhie  >i  r^  inj  ii;ritsr  ip.  laii  ae  "laift 
«^firj  *^rji«t  >.'»n.  v^  <MM0vi  "jfivftrri  F-ir'aiBMi  ILinr-i^.    L*jfrti««E*fL  ^te 

'tiiswrvr  4tfwrtn  f  jwo^s^  iu^v^  ▼iTisr  ai«».  5iffr7-.az  iii^  ±a5iiit  iOLSrciy. 
4ii#i  rii^  xixkf  \^  vwvro^r.  *^v;.  -mt^rrax  'ii*^  xwrtnrtoi  isfta^r.  frntMh- 
njr  :<wrrjrt*»  *n*l   wswt  .\<  «tv'ir»4i.  ̂ ,nnsia;ir  'hmnjci  ':n'Vii»a»L  »!wmfMag- 

..^jlf  irM  *i:  *^r4^'K  f-.mr,  ̂ Ait  *Jfi«^  Jf'r^nB»»«-'K  Mmi*:  ?•>  -^tii  stec  a2»dl 
*f^i,,  VrN9ti  Xi0irA*^\  v»  ̂   -,,  ai. :  Flr*^  12  ̂ hi^c  Aod  M«il  i:i  ntcarTi  u> 

jVm%A7*  /''VIA*,  *i',  5*t'.;;ijr  <ttt*r*^  i.i«r«4.n.i*i^  >^ia.jr  ViO  zr^'^c  F3«ii  74 
*^A  *A^.  ̂ ft^i",  ..1  ?^^\:^  v#  Jfi^e'^mA^it'jt  ir^:  ">Ma^  liATx.  oooI^L  »»«  *» 

^-/^^y/X,  ̂ .?^rw  *f,  xPx.^iiX  '•jTttf^T**  '^riTlnjr  'a**  aiza^  At  daj  Kskc 
<,j^//j^*y;  ,*<tr^i  4fi^{W«\^T^  '^^  iyrv^r*  fv>n-  z*X!^^'i%  ap  nr^»      From 

'//if  lU  •.**  M/A^A  'jf  -l*m^*  Hir^,  Vfr^a  vek^srAvxa  to  3  p.  ■!.:  VckmIs 
'f»t\  i/'^^*jf  *^  ft^r^f,  f4  4:kM^^  Hir^^  A*  :i:  lo  p.  m.  ref'i<J  stcaaxrs 
u:tf,i^A  ̂ /f ;  r/'.iM'.^  ̂ yf  ̂ r.^  fox*  ::*  th^  r,r#T  2fo  np  r.o  afc.-w*i*t  rh^  3fia»f3i«»l« 
'  /^-^^i.'  /  //f.  Tr>,  f^rmmAtfftm^  ▼*<  ?/>v#:r)  rint  '/f  th*  har:j<pr  and  up  the 
•/-«/  '//  '/'>:  '/f  tf^.  x*^'--^^'*'  '^^'  ̂ ^*^  **-h<^»Ti*rT>.  fetc^  dropjirf  ilovn 
/•i^si»/  *f^,  '•;;c^'t  >/ii^.     Ff'/»i '/  V/  ̂ :  A*i  MtUbriei*,  rcadj  fi^r  aetioD. 

•'/*  If  r«  w«y  {<AMuM  tUity  Up  hnkve  Uf  refi^irt  the  lo?-*  of  the  U.  S- 
^Uiu  CKw/^y/y/zK//,    nutltrt   f/ijr  ry/rnf/j;iifjd.  on  the  >$th  iu.<$taDt  at  yewjiort 

# 

I  w;m  on  U/0Afd  tif^.  r',  H,  ̂ MrSiUi  fri^Ata  lioanok^,  hy  order  of  the  hon- 
m'^hi^,  ;'*^'fH.«r/  '/f  t.h#j  S'^ivy.  ;i^  r/ieml>er  of  a  cmrt  of  enrjoiry.  when 
iU^.  Mrrfifnt$H*  r'AUt^,  tnit  trout  Norfolk,  I  immiHliaieiy  pmcrured  a  hom* 
;«nd  \9tw4§'iU'i\  wif  h  all  ttit^iKiU'At  U}  New|Kirt  Newn,  where  I  arriveil  only 
Ml  fOn^r  to  «<'i?  f hi?  ̂ 'i/mlf^rUmd  Munk  by  Ji*^in(f  run  inU>  by  the  reljel  iron- 
t'hu\  HU*iiuti'.t  Mt.rrim^u'k.  Thou|(h  f  ̂'xiiild  not  reaeh  tlie  (Jvmherland 
\mttffH  Mfi'.  iurUou  wa«i  ov^rr,  f  have  the  Hatitffa^rtion  of  reporting  that 
mh^.  wttii  f/fUf(Ui  a«i  lon^  hh  her  Krinn  were  at^^ve  water.  Everyone  on 
^HMfi  niMKt  iiave  #l/^ie  th^ir  duty  nobly. 

I  iU'Mfl  with  MfiN  th#!  refKirt  of  fiieutenant  (it^Tfce  U.  3forriR  of  the 
Motion,  hi'  if^'iuui  in  my  H^fnejwA*^  the  r^ininianding officer,  and  also  the 
MiirKi^;nV  n'lutti  of  tto  wound«$fl  fuivi$<i.    The  loiH»wa8  very  large  in -    ̂ / 

r 

h 
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killed,  wounded,  and  drowned,  though  the  number  can  not  be  ascer- 
tained. Enough  is  known,  however.,  to  make  the  loss  over  one  hundred. 

I  send  also  a  Ust  of  the  men  known  to  have  been  saved,  but  have  no 
accurate  means  of  giving  the  names  of  those  lost  or  killed,  as  no  officer 
or  man  brought  anything  on  shore  save  what  he  stood  iu,  consequently 
I  have  no  muster  roll  of  the  crew. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, Wm.  Kadford, 
Ciytnmander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

Newport  News,  March  9, 1862. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  morning  at  9  a.  m.  discovered  two  steamers  at  anchor 

off  Hinithfield  Point,  on  the  left  hand  or  western  side  of  the  river,  dis- 
tant about  12  miles.  At  12  in.  discovered  three  vessels  under  steam, 

standing  down  the  Elizabeth  River  toward  Sewell's  Point.  Beat  to 
quarters,  double  breeched  the  guns  on  the  main  deck,  and  cleared  ship 
for  action. 

At  1  p.  m.  the  enemy  hove  in  sight,  gradually  nearing  us;  the  iron- 
clad steamer  Merrimack^  accompanied  by  two  steam  gunboats,  passed 

ahead  of  the  frigate  Congress  and  stood  down  toward  us.  We  opened 
fire  on  her;  she  stood  on  and  struck  us  under  the  starboard  fore  chan- 

nels; she  delivered  her  fire  at  the  same  time;  the  destruction  was  great. 
We  returned  the  fire  with  solid  shot  with  alacrity. 

At  3:30  [p.  m.]  the  water  had  gained  upon  us,  notwithstanding  the 
pumi)S  were  kept  actively  employed,  to  a  degree  that  the  forward  mag- 

azine being  drowned  we  had  to  take  powder  from  the  after  magazine 
for  the  X-inch  gun.  At  3:35  [p.  m.]  the  water  had  risen  to  the  main 
hatchway,  and  the  ship  canted  to  port,  and  we  delivered  a  parting  fire, 
each  man  trying  to  save  himself  by  jumping  overboard.  Timely  notice 
was  given,  and  all  the  wounded  who  could  walk  were  ordered  out  of  the 
cockpit,  but  those  of  the  wounded  who  had  been  carried  into  the  sick 
bay  and  on  the  berth  deck  were  so  mangled  that  it  was  impossible  to 
save  them.  It  is  imx)ossible  for  me  to  individualize;  alike  officers  and 
men  all  behaved  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  Lieutenant  Selfridge 
and  Master  Stuyvesant  were  in  command  of  the  gun  deck  divisions, 
and  they  did  all  that  noble  and  gallant  officers  could  do.  Acting  Mas- 

ters Randall  and  Kennison,  who  had  charge  each  of  a  pivot  gun,  showed 
the  most  perfect  coolness  and  did  all  they  could  to  save  our  noble  ship, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  without  avail.  Among  the  last  to  leave  the  ship 
was  Surgeon  Martin  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Kershner,  who  did  all  they 
could  for  the  wounded,  promptly  and  faithfully.  The  warrant  and 
steerage  officers  could  not  have  been  more  prompt  and  active  than  they 
were  at  their  difierent  stations.  The  loss  we  sustained  I  can  not  yet 
inform  you,  but  it  has  been  very  great.  Chaplain  Lenhart  is  missing. 

Master^s  Mate  John  Harrington  was  killed.  I  should  judge  that  we 
have  lost  upward  of  one  hundred  men.  I  can  only  say  in  conclusion 
that  all  did  their  duty  and  we  sunk  with  the  American  fiag  at  the  peak. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 
Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 
Commander  William  Radford, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Cumberland. 
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List  of  the  officers  sared  from  the  U.  S,  ship  Cumberland, 

William  Radford,  commander. 
George  U.  Morris,  lieu  tenant. 
Thomas  O.  Solfridge,  lieutenant. 
M.  8.  Stnyvesant,  master. 
William  P.  Randall,  acting  master. 
William  W.  Kennisou,  acting  master. 
Charles  Hey  wood,  lieutenant  marines. 
Lewis  Smith,  pilot. 
Charles  Martin,  surgeon. 

'  Edward  Kershner,  assistant  surgeon. Edward  B.  Bell,  hoatswain. 
Eugene  Mack,  gunner. 
William  M.  Laighton,  carpenter. 
David  Bruce,  sail  maker. 

Henry  Wyman,  master's  mate. 
E.  V.  Tyson,  master's  mate. 
Charles  0*Ncil,  master's  mate. 
Hugh  Nott,  paymaster's  clerk. 

Drowned,  John  L.  Lenhart,  chaplain;  killed,  John  M.  Harrington,  master's  mat-e. 
Officers  and  men  when  action  commenced   376 
Officers  and  men  wiien  action  was  over    255 

Killed  and  drowned    121 

This  is  a  large  unmber,  and  I  am  iu  hopes  more  men  will  be  foaud. 
Wm.  Radford, 

OomnKmder. 

Beport  of  Lieutenant  Monii,  U.  8.  Havy,  oommending  for  gallantry  lientenant  Heywood. 
TJ.  8.  Karine  Corps. 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  12, 1862. 
Sir:  Owing  to  the  hurried  manner  in  which  my  official  report  to 

Captain  Radford  was  made,  1  omitted  to  mention  to  yon  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Lieutenant  Charles  Heywood,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  whose 
bravery  upon  tlie  occasion  of  the  fight  with  the  MerrimaoJc  won  my 
highest  applause.  May  I  respectfully  ask  that  this  be  appended  to  my 
former  report. 

Very  respex*.tfully,  your  obedient  servant, Geo.  U.  Mobbis, 
Lieutenanty  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
SecreUiry  of  the  Navy. 

Beport  of  Acting  Master  Kennison,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  his  service  on  board  the  U.  8.  ihip 
Cumberland. 

47  Chesteb  Squaee, 
Boston,  March  IS,  1862. 

Sir:  I  most  respectfullj'  solicit  a  commission  as  lieutenant  in  the 
Regular  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

During  the  terrible  action  of  the  9th  [8th],  off  Newx)ort  News,  tlie 
forward  10-inch  pivot  gun  of  the  Cumberland,  as  all  around  say,  even 
the  rebels,  that  the  gun  was  well  worked  and  handled,  and  there  was 
no  sign  of  flinching;  even  at  the  instant  of  collision  a  shot  was  fired 
which  the  rebels  themselves  say  did  great  execution  on  board  of  the 
Merrimack.  After  she  had  struck  us,  I  did  not  stop  to  look  at  her,  but 
superintended  the  loading,  to  give  her  a  few  more  of  the  same  sort. 
Even  after  the  deck  was  burst  up  with  a  shell,  near  the  abeam  pivot 
hole,  I  worked  the  forward  hole  until  the  order  was  given  to  take  to 
the  boats.  At  this  time  the  port  forecastle  deck  was  under  water,  and 
with  a  last  shot  at  the  enemy  I  left  my  quarters  to  look  out  for  a  chance 
to  save  myself.    1  had  got  between  tlie  fore  and  main  rigging  when  the 
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ship  went  down,  whence  I  was  taken  by  a  tug.  That  day  I  had  three 
escapes — ^from  shot  and  shell,  from  drowning,  and  from  steam.  It  has 
been  my  constant  aim  since  I  have  been  in  the  service  to  get  ahead,  and 
think  that  the  reports  will  show  that  the  captain  and  officers  of  the 
Cumberland  and  Congress  will  certify  that  I  performed  all  my  duties  in 
a  proper  manner.  I  was  formerly  a  shipmaster,  as  certificates  and  rec- 

ommendations now  at  the  Department  will  show. 
I  think  that  my  services  on  that  day  entitle  me  to  a  commission  as 

lieutenant  in  the  Regular  Navy. 
Praying  that  you  may  grant  my  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  W.  Kenntson, 

Acting  Master^  U,  S.  Ship  Cumberland. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  I).  C. 

Baport  of  Lieatenuit  Pendergrast,  U.  8.  Navy,  executive  officer  of  the  U.  8.  ihip  CongreM. 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  March  5, 186J2. 
Sir:  Owing  to  the  death  of  my  late  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant 

Joseph  B.  Smith,  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  make  a  report  to  you  of  the 
part  which  the  U.  S.  frigate  Congress  took  in  the  efforts  of  our  vessels 
at  Newport  News  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  rebel  flotilla  on  the  8th 
instant.    The  following  are  the  minutes,  as  near  as  I  can  inform  you: 

At  12:40  p.  m.  the  Merrimack  with  three  small  gunboats  were  seen 
steaming  down  from  Norfolk.  When  they  had  turned  into  the  James 
River  channel  and  had  approached  near  enough  to  discover  their  char- 

acters we  cleared  the  ship  for  action. 
At  2: 10  p.  m.  the  Merrimack  opened  with  her  bow  gun  with  grape, 

passing  us  on  the  starboard  side  at  a  distance  of  about  300  yards, 
receiving  our  broadside  and  giving  one  in  return.  After  passing  the 
the  Congress  she  ran  into  and  sunk  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Cumberland, 
The  smaller  vessels  then  attacked  us,  killing  and  wounding  many  of 
our  crew.  Seeing  the  fate  of  the  Cumberland,  we  set  the  jib  and  top- 

sails, and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  tugboat  Zouave,  ran  the  vessel 
ashore. 

At  3 :  30  the  Merrimack  took  a  position  astern  of  us,  at  a  distance  of 
about  150  yards,  and  raked  us  fore  and  aft  with  shells,  while  one  of  the 
smaller  steamers  kept  up  a  fire  on  our  starboard  quarter. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  [James- 
town], rebel  steamers,  approached  us  from  up  the  James  River,  firing 

with  precision  and  doing  us  great  damage. 
Our  two  stern  guns  were  now  our  only  means  of  defense.  These 

were  soon  disabled,  one  being  dismounted  and  the  other  having  its 
muzzle  knocked  away.  The  men  were  swept  away  from  them  with  great 
rapidity  and  slaughter  by  the  terrible  fire  of  the  enemy. 

At  about  4:30  I  learned  of  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Smith,  which 
happened  about  ten  minutes  previous.  Seeing  that  our  men  were  being 
killed  without  the  prospect  of  any  relief  from  the  Minnesota,  which  ves- 

sel bad  nin  ashore  in  attempting  to  get  up  to  us  from  Hampton  Roads, 
not  being  able  to  bring  a  single  gun  to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  and  the 
ship  being  on  fire  in  several  places,  upon  consultation  with  Commander 
William  Smith,  we  deemed  it  proper  to  haul  down  our  colors  without 
any  further  loss  of  life  on  our  part. 
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We  were  soon  boarded  by  an  officer  from  tbe  MerrimaaJc,  who  said 
that  be  woald  take  charge  of  the  ship.  He  left  shortly  afterwards,  and 
a  small  tug  came  alongside,  whose  captain  demanded  that  we  should 
surrender  and  get  out  of  the  ship,  as  he  intended  to  burn  her  immedi- 
ately. 
A  sharp  fire  with  muskets  and  artillery  was  maintained  from  our 

troops  ashore  upon  the  tug,  having  the  efl'ect  of  driving  her  oif.  The Merrimack  again  opened  on  us,  although  we  had  a  white  flag  at  the 
l)eak  to  show  that  we  were  out  of  action.  After  having  fired  several 
shells  into  us  she  left  us  and  engaged  the  Minnesota  and  the  shore  bat 
teries.  We  took  the  opportunity  to  man  the  boats  and  send  the  wounded 
ashore.  We  then  ourselves  left,  the  shij)  being  on  fire  near  the  after 
magazine  and  in  the  sick  bay.  In  fact,  the  ship  was  on  fire  from  the 
commencement  to  the  end  of  the  action,  three  times  in  the  sick  bay 
and  wardroom  and  twice  in  the  main  hold,  produced  by  hot  shot  thrown 
from  the  Merrimacl\ 

I  lament  to  record  the  deaths  of  the  following  officers:  Lieutenant 
Joseph  B.  Smith,  Acting  Master  Thomas  Moore,  and  Pilot  William 
Ehodes,  wounded  (since  dead). 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
l>erformed  their  whole  duty  well  and  courageously. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Austin  Pendergrast, 

JAeutenant,  U.  S,  Navy. 
Captain  John  Marston, 

/Senior  Officer. 
I  will  send  in  a  list  of  the  casualties  and  missing  as  soon  as  I  can 

ascertain  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

Austin  Pendergrast, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Nary. 

Baport  of  lieatenant  Pendeigrast,  V.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  caaoalties  on  the  IT.  8.  ihip  Con- 

gress. PniLADELPHiA,  Pa.,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I  very  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  as  to  the  casual- 
ties which  occurred  on  board  the  U.  S.  frigate  Congress  in  the  action  of 

the  8th  instant  at  Newjwrt  News: 
Total  number  of  officers  and  men  on  board   434 
Total  number  of  officers  and  men  on  board  accounted  for    298 

Total  number  of  kille<l,  wounded,  and  niis8in;<:    136 
Total  nimiber  of  wounded  taken  on  shore       26 

Total  number  killed  and  missing     110 
Total  number  of  wounded  (since  dead)       10 

Total  number  of  killed,  missing,  and  died  on  shore    120 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  record  the  death  of  Master's  Mate  Peter  tl. 
Uargous.  He  was  a  good,  brave,  and  promising  young  officer,  and  is 
universally  regrettt^d. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Austin  Pendergrast, 

Lieutenant^  U.  8,  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

ISecretary  of  the  Nartfj  Wash  in  (ft  on  City^  1>.  C. 
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Beport  *  of  lieatonant  Greene,  IT.  8.  Havy,  ezeeatiye  officer  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Monitor. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Monitor, 
Hampton  Roads^  March  12^  1862. 

SiB:  Lieuteuant  Commandiug  John  L.  Worden  having  been  disabled 
in  the  action  of  the  9th  instant  between  this  vessel  and  the  rebel  iron- 

clad frigate  Merrimack^  I  sabmit  to  you  the  following  report: 
We  arrived  at  Hampton  Roads  at  9  p.  in.  on  the  Sth  instiuit  and 

immediately  received  orders  from  Captain  Marston  to  proceed  to  New- 
port News  and  protect  the  Minnesota  from  the  attack  of  the  Merrimack. 

Acting  Master  Howard  came  on  board  and  volunteered  to  act  as  pilot. 
We  left  Hampton  lioads  at  10  p.  in.  and  reached  the  Minnenota  at 

11 :  30  p.  m. 
The  Minnesota  being  aground,  Captain  Worden  sent  me  on  board  of 

her  to  enquire  if  we  could  render  her  any  assistance,  and  to  st;itc  to 
Captain  Van  Brunt  that  we  should  do  all  in  our  ])ower  to  protect  her 
from  the  attack  of  the  Merrimack, 

I  then  returned  to  this  vessel  and  at  1  a.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  anchored 
near  the  Minnesota,  At  4  a.  m.,  supposing  the  Minnesota  to  be  atiop^t 
and  coming  down  upon  us,  got  underway  and  stood  out  of  the  channel. 
Finding  that  we  were  mistaken,  anchored  at  5:30  a.  m.  At  8  a.  m. 
I)erceived  the  Merrima>ck  underway  and  standing  toward  the  Minne- 

sota. Hove  up  the  anchor  and  went  to  quarters.  At  8:45  a.  m.  we 
opened  lire  upon  the  Merrimack  and  continued  the  action  until  11 :30 
a.  m.,  when  Captain  Worden  was  injured  in  the  eyes  by  the  explosion 
of  a  shell  from  the  Merrima>ck  upon  the  outside  of  the  eyehole  in  the 
pilol  house,  exactly  opposite  his  eye.  Captain  Worden  then  sent  for 
me  and  told  me  to  take  charge  of  the  vessel.  We  continued  the  action 

until  12: 15  p.  m.,  when  the  Merrimack  retreated  to  Sewell's  Point  and 
we  went  to  the  Minnesota  and  remained  by  her  until  she  was  afloat. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  I>.  Greene, 

Lieute^mnt  and  Ordnance  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  IK  C. 

Beport  of  Acting  Aniftant  Burgeon  Logne,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  caioalties  on  board  the  U.  8.  8. 
Monitor. 

U.  S.  8.  Monitor, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  March  11^  1802. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  Department  the  casualties 
that  occurred  on  board  this  vessel  during  her  action  with  the  rebel 
steamer  Merrimack  on  Sunday,  March  9. 

The  engagement  began  at  S:'M)  a.  m.,  but  no  injury  was  exi)erienced 
by  either  officers  or  crew  until  10  o'clock. 

At  this  hour  precisely  Mr.  Stodder,  first  master  (volunteer),  was  dia 
abled  by  concussion  of  the  brain  while  engaged  on  the  lookout  in  the 
turret.  Insensibility  remaiue<l  for  about  ten  minutes,  but  the  reaction 
following  did  not  run  high  enough  to  require  iictive  treatment.  Mr. 
Stodder's  injury  resulted  from  his  knee  coming  in  contact  with  the  turret 
at  the  instant  a  heavy  shot  from  the  Merrimack  struck  it.  About  ten 
minutes  later  Peter  Trescott,  seaman,  was  sent  down  from  the  turret, 

*Lient<)iinnt  Worden  liavinf;  bei'ii  woniHlod,  made  no  report  of  tluH  ou^wyitiAYw^wV. 
until  1868.    Thla  report  is  on  lile  in  tli«i  Navy  Dcpartuw-w^.— Cv>>\v\v.¥.va. 
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suffering:  also  from  coiicassion  of  the  brain.  This  in jnry  did  not  result 
in  total  insensibility,  but  the  circulation  remaining  depressed  for  some 
time,  I  administered  stimulants  in  small  quantities,  watching  carefully 
for  reaction,  and  when  it  was  established  controlled  it  successtiilly  by 
cold  etiusiou  to  the  head. 

These  were  the  only  accidents  that  occurred  until  a  percussion  shell 
near  the  close  of  the  action  exploded  against  the  lookout  chink  of  the 
pilot  house  and  resulted  in  severe  injury  of  the  eyes  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  John  L.  Worden,  who  was  stationed  there  during  the 
engagement.  I  made  an  examination  and  succeeded  in  removing  from 
the  corneal  conjunctiva  some  minute  scales  of  iron  and  a  small  quantity 
of  paint  forced  by  the  exploding  shell  from  the  bars  composing  the  pilot 
house.  He  also,  in  a  small  degree,  suffered  from  concussion,  but  this 
complication  required  no  treatment.  My  further  treatment  of  Captain 
Worden  consisted  entirely  in  making  cold  applications  to  his  eyes, 
which  was  continued  until,  at  the  solicitations  of  his  friends.  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Fox,  and  Lieutenant  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  he  was 
removed  from  the  Monitor  to  be  taken  to  Washington.  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  on  the  morning  following  the  engagement  the  injured 
parties  remaining  on  board  were  ready  and  reported  for  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Daniel  C.  Logub, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  Steamer  Monitor. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary,  U,  S,  Navy, 

Letter  from  Chief  Engineer  BtimerB,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  John  Erionon,  giving  an  aoooont 
of  the  engagement 

IBONOLAD  Monitor, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  9, 1862, 
My  Dear  Sir:  After  a  stormy  passage,  which  proved  us  to  be  the 

finest  seaboat  I  was  ever  in,  wc  fought  the  Merrimack  for  more  than 
three  lM)urs  this  forenoon  and  sent  her  back  to  Norfolk  in  a  sinking 
condition.  Ironclad  against  ironclad.  We  maneuvered  about  the  bay 
here  and  went  at  each  other  with  mutual  fierceness.  I  consider  that 
both  ships  were  well  fought.  We  were  struck  22  times — pilot  house 
twice,  turret  9  times,  side  armor  8  times,  deck  3  times.  The  only  vul- 

nerable point  was  the  i)ilot  house.  One  of  your  great  logs  (9  by  12 
inches  thick)  is  broken  in  two.  The  shot  struck  just  outside  of  where 
the  captain  had  his  eye,  and  it  has  disabled  him  by  destroying  his  left 
eye  and  temporarily  blinding  the  other.  The  log  is  not  quite  in  two, 
but  is  broken  and  pressed  inward  1 J  inches.  She  tried  to  run  us  down 
and  sink  us,  as  she  did  the  Cumberland  yesterday,  but  she  got  the 
worst  of  it.  Her  bow  passed  over  our  deck  and  our  sharp  upper  edged 
side  cut  through  the  light  iron  shoe  upon  her  stem  and  well  into  her 
oak.  She  will  not  try  that  again.  She  gave  us  a  tremendous  thump, 
but  did  not  injure  us  in  the  least.  We  are  just  able  to  find  the  point  of 
contact. 

The  turret  is  a  splendid  structure.  I  do  not  think  much  of  the  shield, 
but  the  pendulums  are  fine  things,  though  1  can  not  tell  you  how  they 
would  stand  the  shot,  as  they  were  not  hit. 
You  are  very  correct  in  your  estimate  of  the  effect  of  shot  upon  the 

man  on  the  inside  of  the  turret  when  it  was  struck  near  him.  Three 
men  were  knocked  down,  of  whom  I  was  one;  the  other  two  had  to  be 
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carried  below,  but  I  was  not  disabled  at  all  and  the  others  recovered 
before  the  battle  was  over.  Captain  Wordeti  stationed  himself  at  the 
pilot  house,  Greene  fired  the  guns,  and  I  turned  the  turret  until  the  cap- 

tain was  disabled  and  was  relieved  by  Greene,  when  I  managed  the 
turret  myself.  Master  Stodder  having  been  one  of  the  two  stunned  men. 
Captain  Ericsson,  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  great  success. 

Thousands  have  this  day  blessed  you.  I  have  heard  whole  crews  cheer 
you.  Every  man  feels  that  you  have  saved  this  place  to  the  nation  by 
furnishing  us  with  the  means  to  whip  an  ironclad  frigate  that  was,  until 
our  arrival,  having  it  all  her  own  way  with  our  most  powerful  vessels. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 
Alban  C.  Stimers, 

Chief  Unffineer. 
Captain  J.  Ericsson, 

No.  95  Franklin  Street,  New  York. 

Letter  firom  Chief  Engineer  Stimen,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Smith,  IT.  S.  Kavji  regarding  the 
I>erf6rmanoe  of  tiie  IT.  8«  S.  Monitor. 

Private.]  Ironclad  Monitor, 
Hampton  Roads^  Virginia^  March  17, 1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  fact  that  our  movements  have  been  so  ftilly 
described  by  so  many  people  and  so  fully  published,  has  caused  me  to 
rather  neglect  writing  many  letters  which  I  ought  to  have  attended  to, 
chief  among  which  are  the  letters  I  ought  to  have  written  you. 

Permit  me  first,  my  dear  sir,  to  offer  my  respectful  sympathy  for  the 
loss  of  your  gallant  son.  I  knew  him  well;  indeed,  we  were  shipmates 
in  that  same  Merrimack  when  she  sailed  under  an  honorable  Hag — by 
people  who  did  not  steal  her. 

We  were  not  well  prepared  by  calking  for  a  gale  of  wind  when  we  left 
New  York,  and  moreover,  our  wind  pipes  were  not  high  enough.  I 
wanted  Captain  Ericsson  to  make  them  the  same  height  as  the  turret, 
which  would  have  prevented  nearly  all  our  difficulties,  but  he  thought 
them  high  enough  to  prevent  any  mischief,  and  urged  the  inconvenience 
of  stowing  higher  ones  when  we  should  go  into  battle.  Aside  from  these 
defects,  I  consider  the  form  and  strength  of  the  vessel  equal  to  any 
weather  I  ever  saw  at  sea.  It  flows  right  across  her  deck ;  it  looks  to 
the  sailor  as  if  his  ship  was  altogether  under  water,  and  it  is  only  the 
man  who  has  studied  the  philosophical  laws  which  govern  floatation  and 
stability  who  feels  exactly  comfortable  in  her  during  a  gale  of  wind. 

The  effects  of  the  shot  upon  the  vessel  prove  to  my  mind  in  the 
strongest  language  that  laminated  rolled  plates  are  far  superior  to 
solid  forged  plates.  The  pilot  house  had  a  beam  9  inches  thick  by  12 
inches  depth,  struck  at  an  angle  of  30  degrees  by  a  68-pound  rifle  shell, 
and  it  indented  into  the  iron  three-fourths  of  an  inch  and  broke  the 
beam.  The  turret,  which  is  not  so  thick  by  1  inch,  was  struck  by  a 
similar  missile  and  at  an  equally  short  range  ( about  30  yards)  at  an 
angle  of  90  degrees  indented  into  the  iron  2^  inches  (three  times  as  far) 
but  did  not  crackle  the  iron  in  the  least.  The  indentation  is  carried 
all  the  way  through  in  every  case  (7  in  number)  in  which  the  turret  was 
struck,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  laminated  plates  are  better  than 
the  solid. 
We  fired  nothing  but  solid  cast-iron  shot,  and  whenever  we  were 

directly  abeam  of  her  [Merrimm^]  and  hit  her,  our  shot  went  right 
through  her.    Her  sides  are  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees. 
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1  am  now  buildiug  around  the  pilot  bouse  solid  oak,  covered  with  3 
inches  thickness  of  wrought  iron  in  three  thicknesses,  at  an  angle 
of  30  degrees  with  the  horizon.  Over  this  we  will  smear  tallow  which 
has  been  blackened  by  mixing  it  with  black  lead.  I  consider  that  when 
this  is  done  it  will  thoroughly  protect  the  eye  of  the  observer  within, 
as  it  will  carry  the  shot  too  liigh  to  permit  the  fragments  to  come 
through. 
The  bronze  shot  which  Captain  Dahlgren  has  sent  us  I  consider  as 

superior  for  our  purposes  ti>  the  wrought  iron.  Their  weight  (IGO 
]x>und8)  is  in  their  favor,  so  far  as  the  gun  is  concerned,  over  even  the 
cast-iron  shot,  and  from  the  experiments  tried  they  will  have  a  superior 
penetration.  Our  difficulty,  however,  was  not  the  want  of  penetration 
of  the  cast-iron  shot — as  we  now  have  proof — but  their  want  of  homo- 

geneity <*.aused  them  to  go  almost  anywhere  except  where  the  gun  was 
aimed.  The  bronze  cast  over  the  hollow  9-inch  shot  must  give  a  very 
well-balanceil  missile,  and  remove  the  only  difficulty  we  had. 

With  much  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 
Alban  C.  Stimers. 

Commodore  Joseph  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  C. 

Letcer  fh>m  FUg-Offioer  Ooldsborongh,  IT.  S.  Kavy,  to  lientenant  Jeffen,  U.  8.  Kavy,  nqnesting 
information  regarding  ammunition  expended  by  the  IT.  8.  8.  Xonitor. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  16, 1862, 

Sir:  The  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  etc.,  has  expressed  a  desire 
to  know,  if  |)ossible,  how  much  ammunition  was  expended  hy  the  Monitor 
in  her  late  engagement,  especially  solid  shot,  and  whether  this  shot  was 
wrought  or  cast.  He  also  wishes  to  be  made  aware  of  the  results  of  an 
examination  of  your  bores  and  vents,  and  to  have  taken  an  impression 
of  the  interior  orifice  of  the  latter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FJag-  Officer, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Wm.  N.  Jepfers, 

U,  S,  Cased  Battery  Monitor, 

Sei>ert  of  lieutenant  Jeffers,  U.  8.  Kavy,  regarding  ammnnition  expended  by  the  U.  8.  8. 
Xonitor. 

IT.  S.  Cased  Battery  Monitor, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  16,  1862, 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  enquiry  I  have  to  report  that  the  Monitor 
exi)ended  forty  one  solid  cast-iron  shot  in  her  engagement  with  the 
Merrimack,  ecjually  divided  between  guns  27  and  28. 
On  inspection  of  the  bore  with  a  mirror  no  trace  of  injury  can  be 

observed.  I  have  no  means  of  examining  the  vent  by  taking  an 
impression. 

Unless  absolutely  necessary  I  shall  fire  no  more  cast-iron  solid  shot, 
iis  I  am  satisfied  that  shells  are  not  more  liable  to  fracture.  The  bronze 
coateil  shot  i  sluill  reserve  for  espec*ial  occasion.  The  wrought-iron 
shot  1  shall  send  on  shore  to  remove  the  temptation  to  fire  them.    1  am 
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satisfied  that  the  Merrimack  can  not  seriously  injure  the  Monitor,  but 
an  explosion  of  a  gun  might  destroy  the  turret. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  N.  Jeffers, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding, 
Flag-Ofticer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Report  of  Commander  OUeion,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Xoont  Vernon. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Baltimore^  Md,,  March  17^  180J3. 

Sib  :  This  vessel  having  been  one  of  those  in  Hampton  lioails  on  the 
8th  and  9th  instant,  I  feel  it  to  bo  my  duty  to  rejwrt  to  you  the  part  we 
took  on  those  days. 
We  were  lying  alongside  of  tho  coal  ship  Phelps  coaling  ship,  with  no 

lires  lighted  and  part  of  the  machinery  apart  and  on  shore  for  repairs, 
wl^^en  at  12:10  we  observed  the  rebel  vessels  coming  down  the  Elizabeth 
IV  'er.  I  immediately  hoisted  signal  No.  551  to  the  squadron,  and  at 
12 :  55,  the  signal  not  being  answered, fired  a  shotted  gun  in  the  direction 
of  the  enemy  to  call  attention  to  it.  At  1 :  10  the  U.  S.  frigate  Roanoke 
made  signal  No.  1218.  Being  unable  to  move  for  the  reasons  above 
stated,  1  dispatched  an  officer  to  ask  the  senior  officer  to  allow  me  a  tug 
to  tow  me  into  action.  This  he  could  not  do,  as  he  needed  the  services 
of  the  only  tugs  at  his  disposal  for  the  U.  S.  frigates  Minnesota  and 
Roanoke.  I  then  sent  to  the  United  States  quartermaster  to  endeavor 
to  borrow  an  army  tug  for  the  purjwse,  but  without  success. 

I  used  every  exertion  in  getting  my  machinery  off  from  shore,  and 
succeeded  by  daylight  on  the  9th  in  having  the  vessel  under  steam  and 
ready  for  any  service  that  might  be  needed.  I  was  subsequently 
ordereil  to  tow  the  U.  S.  »toreship  Brandyicinc  to  Baltimore  and  finish 
my  repairs. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commander,  [f,  S.  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Abftraot  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Mount  Vernon. 

March  8, 1862. — At  12 :  40  p.  m.  observed  the  rebel  ironclad  steam  frig- 
ate Merrimack  coming  down  the  Elizabeth  River.  At  12 :  55  fired  a  shot 

iirthe  direction  of  the  enemy  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  senior  officer 
to  our  signal.  Sent  a  boat  to  ask  the  senior  officer  to  send  us  a  tug  to 
towns  into  action,  our  machinery  bein^  apart  and  our  fires  not  lighted. 
At  1 :  30  observed  the  U.  S.  frigates  Minnesota  and  Roanoke  weigh  their 
anchors  and  proceed  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  in  tow  of  st«am  tugs. 
Our  boat  returned  with  the  information  that  the  senior  officer  neede<l 

the  only  tugs  at  his  disposal  for  the  above-named  frigates.  Endeavored 
to  procure  a  tug  from  the  quartermaster's  department  without  success. 
At  2: 15  the  action  commenced  between  the  U.  S.  frigates  Congress  and 
Cumberland  and  the  battery  at  New])ort  News  and  the  enemy,  consisting 
of  the  Merrima^ky  Yorktowny  Jamestown,  and  three  smaller  steamers^ 
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At  2 :  20  shots  were  exchanged  between  the  rebel  batteries  at  Sewell's 
Point  and  the  flagship  Minnesota,  At  3 :  20  theMinnesota  grounded  near 
Newport  News.  Heavy  firing  going  on  between  all  the  vessels  engaged. 
At  4  observetl  the  U.  S.  frigate  Congress  hoist  the  white  flag.  At  4 :  30 
sent  on  shore  for  the  machinery  of  this  vessel  that  was  being  repaired 
there.  At  5 :  15  the  TJ.  8.  frigate  St.  Lawrence  passed  up  on  her  way  to 
the  scene  of  action  in  tow  of  U.  8. 8.  Cambridge^  the  action  still  continu- 

ing. At  0:30  the  U.  8.  frigate  Roanoke  returned  to  the  roads,  also  the 
IJ.  8.  8.  Mystic.  The  combatants  ceased  firing  for  the  night.  At  8: 30 
discovered  the  TJ.  8.  frigate  Congress  to  be  on  fire.  The  U.  8.  8[hip] 
St.  Lawrence  returned  to  the  roads.  At  11 :  30  the  U.  8.  ironclad  bat- 

tery Monitor  passed  up  toward  Newport  News.  Received  the  machinery 
from  the  shore,  none  of  it  being  repaired.  Lighted  the  fires  and  com- 

menced getting  up  steam. 
March  9. — At  12 :  30  a.  m.  observed  the  U.  8. 8[hip]  Congress  blow  up. 

At  daylight  observed  three  rebel  steamers  coming  down  toward  8ewell'8 
Point.  Backed  the  vessel  down  toward  the  senior  officei-'s  ship  and 
fired  a  shot  at  the  enemy,  which  fell  short.  From  8  to  meridian :  Heavy 
firing  going  on  between  the  Minnesota  and  ironclad  battery  Monitor  on 
one  side  and  the  MerrimaclCj  YorJctoicn^  and  Jamestown  on  the  other. 
At  11 :  30  proceeded  alongside  the  U.  8.  storeship  Brandywine  to  take 
her  in  tow.  At  meridian  proceeded  with  the  Brandywine  in  tow.  At 
sunset  New  Point  Comfort  distant  G  miles. 

Soport  of  Acting  Kaater  Watson,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Dragon. 

U.  8.  8.  Dragon, 
Hampton  RoadSj  March  9j  1862. 

8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  rei)ort,  while  endeavoring  to  tow  U.  8.  8. 
Minnesota  off  the  bottom  during  the  engagement  with  the  Merrimack^ 
received  a  shell  into  the  boiler,  where  it  exploded,  doing  serious  damage 
to  the  boiler  and  completely  destroying  the  inside  of  the  vessel,  with 
the  exception  of  the  magazine;  seriously  wounding  Benjamin  8.  Hun- 
gerford,  quartermaster;  Charles  J.  Frieze,  seaman;  [Jos.]  McDonald, 
fireman,  who  were  put  on  board  hospital  ship. 

Also  lost  all  small  arms  and  equipments,  spy  and  marine  glasses, 
cabin  furniture;  all  my  accounts, appointment, clothing,  sword, revolver, 
and  watch;  together  with  sixty  days'  rations,  which  were  i>a8sed  aboard 
steamer  Whitehall  by  order  from  Minnesota. 

iiespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, Wm.  Watson, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Seport  of  Acting  Volunteer  lientenant  Goodwin,  TJ.  S.  Kavy,  commanding  IT.  S.  bark  Amanda. 

TJ.  8.  Bark  Amanda, 
Baltimore,  March  10, 1862. 

8ie:  Your  order  of  9th  instant  to  proceed  to  this  port  was  received 
12,  noon,  of  that  day,  and  considering  it  as  a  i>eremptory  order  admit- 

ting of  no  delay,  I  immediately  hove  up  my  anchor  and,  in  tow  of 
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steamer  Currituckj  proceeded  on,  although  a  part  of  my  ship's  company 
and  three  officers  were  doing  duty  in  other  parts  of  the  harbor. 
My  executive  officer,  Mr.  R.  J.  Hoffner,  and  Master's  Mate  Campbell, 

with  11  men,  I  sent  on  board  steam  tug  America  to  assist  first  the 
Boanoke  and  then  the  Minnesota  (the  captain  of  that  tug  having  refused 
to  lend  his  aid),  and  presume  he  was  [they  were]  at  the  latter  ship  when 
I  left. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th,  hearing  the  Monitor  was  expected  up  the 
bay,  I  pulled  down  to  the  inner  lightship,  boarded  her,  and  came  up  in 
her,  pointing  out  to  Captain  WoMen  the  position  of  your  ship.  When 
he  again  got  underway,  no  pilot  was  to  be  found  willing  to  take  her  up 
to  Newport  News,  or  rather  to  the  Minnesota,  and  I  detailed  from  the 
Anianda  Acting  Master  Samuel  Howard  as  a  pilot  for  the  Monitor, 
having  perfect  confidence  in  his  knowledge  of  the  channel,  and  without 
doubt  he  was  on  board  the  battery  when  I  left.  Hoping  I  have  not 
been  in  error  in  any  of  the  above  actions, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, N.  Goodwin, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  U.  8,  Navy. 
[Captain  John  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy.] 

[From  the  Evening  Press,  March  18,  1882.] 

Among  the  many  incidents  in  connection  with  the  naval  engagement 
in  Hampton  Eoads,  there  are  two  which  have  come  to  our  notice,  which 
we  deem  worthy  of  praise: 
When  the  Minnesota  was  found  to  be  aground  and  in  great  danger  of 

being  destroyed  by  the  Merrimack,  all  the  available  tugs  at  Fortress 
Monroe  were  sent  to  her  assistance.  At  that  time  the  America,  a  very 
powerful  steam  propeller  in  the  employ  of  the  Government,  was  lying  off 
the  fort,  and  was  ordered  to  go  to  the  relief  of  the  Minnesota.  The  cap- 

tain refused  to  get  up  steam  on  the  vessel.  The  provost- marshal  imme- 
diately called  for  volunteers  to  man  the  America.  The  bark  Amanda  (six 

guns),  which  had  arrived  a  few  days  before  from  the  blockac^  off  Wil- 
mington, was  lying  at  anchor  near  by,  and  the  first  lieutenant  and 

Master's  Mate  George  C.  Campbell,  of  Willimantic,  Conn.,  with  13 
men,  volunteered  immediately,  went  on  board  the  propeller,  ordered 
the  engineer  to  get  up  steam,  put  the  captain  and  crew  under  a  guard 
of  marines  and  sent  them  to  the  fort,  hove  up  anchor,  and  went  up  and 
stayed  by  the  Minnesota  until  she  was  brought  to  her  anchorage  abreast 
of  the  Eip  Baps  on  Monday  morning. 

The  America  was  under  fire  during  the  whole  engagement,  and  the 
officers  without  sleep  or  rest  from  Saturday  until  Monday,  but  no  lives 
were  lost^  tliough  the  vessel  was  a  good  deal  damaged. 

The  other  fact  is  this:  After  the  Manitor  arrived  twenty  Baltimore 
pilots  reused  to  take  her  to  Newi)ort  News,  excusing  themselves  because 
they  did  not  know  the  channel  when,  at  any  other  time,  they  would 
have  jumped  at  the  chance.  At  this  juncture  Acting  Master  Howard, 
of  the  Amanda  (before  mentioned),  ottered  his  services,  piloted  the 
Monitor  to  where  the  Minnesota  was  aground,  and  was  the  means  of 
saving  that  vessel  as  well  as  Newport  News  probably.  We  hope  such 
deeds  may*  not  be  overlooked. 

[Endorsement.] 

Bespectftdly  referred  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 
[G.  V.  Fox.] 

Navy  Dbpautment,  March  21, 1862. 
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U.  8.  iRONdLAD  STEAMEH   MOJSITOK, 

Hampton  Honih,  Mnrch  if5,  1863. 

bsAB  SiK;  I  received  tn-d»yyoni' communication  of  tlie2l8t  instant.  ] 
eter  Williams,  qiiarteriitaRter,  is  the  name  of  the  man  ^ho  steered  ̂  

this  vessel  during  lier  engagement  with   the  Merrimark  on   the  i)th 

instant.    Plenae  give  my  regards  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  my  a])ology  to  him  ' 
^f^  not  8)>eakiug  to  1iim  about  hic<  kind  note  of  the  Itth  instant. 
^H^     Yours,  truly. 
^^V  8.  1).  Grebue, 
^^^v  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Nari/. 
^^^t  B.  MuRBAT,  Esq., 
^^^K     Kari/  hepurlment,  WiisliiiigtoH,  Ji.  C. 

^^^^H  Seport  «t  XajDc-Oenaral  Wool,  V.  8.  Army,  oommuidmg  Separtment  of  Tirginia. 

^^^1  HEADQt'ABTERS    DEPARTMENT    OF    VlRfllNlA, 

^^P  Fifi-t  Munrof,  !'<(.,  M.irch  U.  1.1(13. 
^^^QEnerai,:  Two  hours  after  I  sent  my  Lurried  dispatch  to  tlie  Secre- tary of  War  last  evening  the  Monitor  arrived  and  siived  the  Minnesota 

end  SI.  Lawrence,  which  were  both  aground  when  she  arrived. 
The  Merrimaelt,  supported  by  the  Yorlttoirn  and  Jamcutotm,  com- 

menced an  attack  on  the  Mmnenota  (still  aground]  early  this  morning, 
aud  after  a  contest  of  five  hours  was  driven  off  in  a  sinking  condition  by 
the  Monitor,  aided  by  the  Minnesota,  and  towed  by  the  JiimeMmrn  and 
YorVtoten  toward  Norfolk,  for  the  purpose,  no  donht,  of  getting  her,  if 
possihie,  ill  the  dry  dock  for  repairs. 

It  is  reiwrted  that  Magrnder  in  approaching  Newport  Xews  with  a   I 
large  force  of  infantry.     I  have  reenforeed  tba(,  post  with  three  regi-    i 
meuts,  a  light  battery  of  six  pieces,  and  a  company  of  dragoons.    The 
(x>mmand  consists  altogetherof  over  or  about  S,01KI  men.     My  command  , 
consists  altogether  of  10,000  eflective  men. 

The  Cumberland  was  sunk,  and  we  lost  more  than  one  half  of  her  I 
crew.    The  Congresit  surrendered,  but  the  crew  was  released  aud  the 

otBcern  taken  aa  prisoners.    The  Minnatota  haa  got  ofl',  but  it  U  reported  , she  is  in  a  sinking  condition. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  1  will  be  largely  reenforeed,  including  two  addi- 

tional light  batteries.    The  Monitor  ia  far  superior  to  the  Merrimack.  \ 
The  first  has  only  two  gnus,  while  the  Merrimack  has  eight,  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^_  John  E.  Wool, 

^^^bjnr-General  George  B.  McClblla?!, 

^^^■^  Commandinti  the  Army,  Waahiiigtoii,  J).  (.'. ^^^Bimilnr  rei>ort  to  Secretary  of  War.) 

^^^^K         BopoTt  at  Brigadior-GmaTBl  Muuflold,  V.  i.  Army.  MmmuidinK  brigmdo. 

^^H      Hdqrs.  First  Brig..  First  Div.,  1>kpt.  of  Virginia, 

^^^  Xeicport  Xeirs,  March    10.  1S62. 

^^^Bni :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that  in  the  forenoon  of  Saturday,  the  * 
8th  instant,  t;."  commanders  of  the  CoKi/re**  and  Cumfierfrtnrf.  at  anchor 
in  the  stream,  uctitied  me  that  the  ironclad  Merrimack  steamer  of  the 
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enemy  was  approachiug  from  Norfolk  to  attack  them,  aud  I  immedi- 
ately telegraphed  you  to  that  effect.  At  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.  she 

approached  very  near  these  vessels  slowly,  engaged  first  the  Congress^ 
and  passed  on  to  the  Cumberland  and  ran  into  her,  and  all  within  a 
mile  of  oar  batteries.  I  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  G. 
l^anman,  chief  of  artillery,  to  open  our  batteries  of  four  columbiads 
and  one  42pounder  James  gun  to  fire  on  her.  It  was  done  with  alacrity, 
and  kept  up  continuously  with  spirit  as  long  as  she  was  in  range,  and 
although  our  shot  often  struck  her,  they  made  no  impression  on  her  at 
all.  I  also  ordered  three  of  our  8- inch  siege  howitzers  from  the  land 
batteries  hauled  by  hand  and  brought  to  bear  on  her  from  the  bank  of 
the  river,  and  two  of  Howard's  light  battery  rifled  guns,  but  no  visible 
serious  damage  to  her  firom  our  guns  was  done,  such  was  the  strength 
of  her  mail. 

As  soon  as  the  Cumberland  was  sunk,  three  steamers,  supposed  to  be 
the  Yorktown^  Jamestown^  and  a  tug  came  down  the  Biver  from  Day's 
Point  under  full  head  of  steam.  Our  guns  were  then  turned  on  them, 
but  they  kept  at  a  distance  and  moved  rapidly  past,  and  received  but 
little  damage  from  us. 

During  the  sinking  of  the  Cumberland^  the  Congress  slipped  her  cable 
and  hoisted  sail  and  ran  ashore  just  above  Signal  Point,  where  many 
of  her  men  escaped  to  the  shore,  and  was  then  followed  by  the  Mer- 
rimackj  and  after  two  raking  shots  she  hauled  down  her  flag  and  hoisted 
a  white  flag  and  ceased  action.  The  enemy  then  sent  two  steamers 
with  Confederate  flags  flying  and  made  fast  on  either  side  of  her,  with 
a  view  to  haul  her  off  or  burn  her.  As  soon  as  I  saw  this  I  ordered 
Colonel  Brown,  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment,  then  close  at  hand, 
to  send  two  rifle  companies  ( A  and  K)  to  the  beach.  The  two  rifled  guns, 
under  Captain  Howard,  aud  a  rifled  Dahlgren  howitzer,  manned  by 
Master  Stuyvesant  and  fourteen  sailors  of  the  Cumberland,  went  into 
action  from  a  raking  position  on  the  beach,  covered  by  sand  banks  and 
trees,  against  these  steamers. 
We  here  had  them  at  about  800  yards  to  advantage,  and  immediately 

they  let  go  their  hold  on  the  Congress  and  moved  out  of  range  with 
much  loss.  They  endeavored  to  approach  her  again  with  a  steamer 
and  rowboat,  but  were  beaten  off  with  loss,  till  finally  the  Merrimack^ 
finding  her  prize  retaken,  approached  and  fired  three  shots  into  her  and 
set  her  on  fire.  The  remaining  men  escaped  from  the  Congress  over 
the  bows  of  the  ship  to  the  shore,  assisted  by  our  boats,  and  the 
wounded  were  removed  by  dark. 
Thus  closed  the  tragedy  of  the  day.  The  enemy  retired  at  dark 

toward  the  opposite  shore,  and  the  Congress  illuminated  the  heavens 
and  varied  the  scene  by  the  firing  of  her  own  guns  and  the  fiight  of 

her  balls  through  the  air  till  about  2  o^clock  in  the  morning,  when  her 
magazine  exploded  and  a  column  of  burning  matter  appeared  high  in 
the  air,  to  be  followed  by  the  stillness  of  death.  Through  the  whole 
day  our  troops  were  under  arms,  and  the  officers  and  men  engaged  at  the 
batteries  and  as  riflemen  on  the  beach  performed  their  duty  well,  and  the 
enemy  were  beaten  off  wherever  we  could  penetrate  them.  All  was  done 
that  it  was  possible  to  do  under  the  circumstances  to  save  these  ships 
from  the  enemy.  Some  officers  and  men  from  the  Cumberland^  as  they 
escai)ed  to  the  shore,  came  forward  and  volunteered  their  services  at 
our  guns  and  afforded  aid.  Toward  the  close  of  the  day  the  enemy 
must  have  experienced  considerable  loss.  There  were  none  killed  of 
my  command,  and  but  one  man,  private  of  the  Seventh  New  York 
Volunteers,  severely  wounded  by  a  shell  from  the  Merrinuicky  resulting 
in  the  loss  of  his  leg. 
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;  Tbe  loss  on  the  part  of  our  Navy  must  have  beeu  great  by  I  be  buret- 
i'iug  of  shells  and  the  drowning  by  the  eiiikiug  of  the  Gumberlarnl, 
although  our  best  efiforts  were  made  to  save  them.  Our  ahipH  wwe 
perfectly  helpless  against  the  Merrimaek,  as  their  broadsides  produced 
no  material  effect  on  her. 

All  of  which  is  respeotftilly  eubmitted. 
Jos.  K.  F.  Mansfield, 

Brigadier  General,  Gommandinjj. 
I  M^or-Geueral  John  E.  Wool, 

Commantling  Department  of  Virijinia. 

Saport  of  Colonal  Wudrop.  NiDtj-ninth  New  York  lafuttrr. 

Hdqbs.  Union  Coast  Guard,  99th  Uegt.  N,  Y,  V,, 
Camp  Hamilton,  Va.,  Marvh  3<i,  t8G3. 

Sm:  I  have  this  morning  received  tbe  oflicial  report  of  Captain 
William  J.  Mclntire,  comuiandiHg  Company  U,  of  this  regiment,  who 
has  been  doing  duty  on  board  of  the  TI.  S.  frigiite  Congress  from 
Junnary  13  until  March  8,  when  they  wore  attacked  by  the  rebel 
ironclad  gunboat  Merrimack,  or  Virginia,  and  forced  to  aunender,  after 
tbe  ship  was  ashore  and  helpless.  Captain  Mclntire  reports  9  killed, 
10  wounded,  7  missing. 

Itespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  W.  Wardboi', 

Colonel,  Commaniiittfi  jV'infy-wiiWA  Kegiment,  X.  Y.  V. 
Lieutenant  CuAiiLEs  LoHfU, 

Po«(  Ailjutaiil,  Camp  Hamiltim. 

Baport  of  OkpUln  Mclntlra,  Rlnoty-Binth  Itsw  York  Intantrr  ( Union  Cout  Oiurd  ] . 

■  FoaTKESs  MoNKOE,  Va.,  March  18,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  tLe  honor  to  report  to  you  tliat  with  my  company  I  was 

on  board  the  U.  S.  frigate  Congrena  in  the  fight  with  the  ironclad  float- 
ing battery  Merrimavk,  or  Virginia,  on  tbe  Sth  instant,  off  Newport 

News,  Va.  As  yon  are  aware,  my  company  was  detailed  on  the  i:(th  of 
January  last  to  make  up  the  crew  of  the  Conjrrexs,  having  that  day  paid 
off  and  discharged  over  300  men ;  we  remained  on  board  [tracticing  at 
tbe  big  guns  niitil  tlie  Sth  instant,  at  which  time  there  were  with  me 
George  L,  Klder,  second  lieutenaut,  and  37  enlisted  men  of  my  com- 

pany ;  of  the  ship's  officers  and  men  there  were  two  hundi  ed  and  sev- 
enty odd.  About  1:30  p.  m.,  on  tbe  Sth  day  of  March,  liStili,  the  Meiri- 

mavi  opened  tire  u{iou  us  with  her  two  bow  guns,  and  as  she  pa8se<l  up 
tbe  •Tames  Bivor  gave  a  broadside  from  four  gnus,  to  which  we  replied 
with  our  starboard  battery  and  stern  guns,  as  long  as  tbey  would  reach. 
Tbe  Merrimack  after  going  up  tbe  river,  just  beyond  our  range,  turned 
toward  the  sloop  of  war  CHmberlajiii,  lying  some  800  yards  above  us; 
^ter  firing  many  raking  shots  into  her  (the  C[umberland])  she  (the 
M{errimack])  ran  into  the  C[umberlanfl] ;  then  drawing  off  a  short  dis- 
t^eothe  Mlerrimack]  renewed  flre,  and  ran  again  into  tbi: ClumberUind], 
when  the  latter  commenced  sinking  rapidly,  and  very  soon  fell  over  on 

iber  beam  ends;  duriug  this  time  Ihe  Merrimack  was  occasionally  send- 
ing a  shot  into  us,  and  engaging   the  shore   battery,  L  Company, 
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Pourth  XJ.  S.  Artillery^  which  was  actively  firing  apon  her.  Only  our 
stern  guns  coold  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  M[errim€mk]j  and  those 
endangering  the  0\umberla$id]y  we  ceased  firing;  but  before  the  Oum^ 
berl^nd  sank,  the  reoel  steamers  Jameftoirny  Tarktownj  and  a  tug,  whicli 
came  in  sight  at  the  beginning  of  the  action,  had  reached  an  effective 
position  and  were  rapidly  firing  upon  us,  to  which  we  gave  an  almost 
constant  answer  with  our  starl^ard  guns.  When  the  MerrimaoJc  was 
approaching  the  Oumberlandy  finding  our  ship  would  not  swing  to  her 
cable,  we  let  it  slip,  set  sail,  and  ran  her  aground.  The  Merrimackj 
having  sunk  the  Cumberland^  was  placed  in  a  raking  position  toward 
us,  about  100  yards  from  our  stem,  when  she  commenced  a  rapid  and 
most  destrucive  fire  with  shot  and  shell  upon  us,  breaking  the  muzzle 
of  one  and  dismounting  the  other  of  our  stern  guns;  it  was  only  then 
our  commander,  Captain  William  Smith,  ordered  our  nag  to  be  lowered. 
The  rebel  steamers  continuipg  to  fire  upon  us,  we  hoisted  a  white  fiag 
to  the  peak,  when  in  a  few  minutes  the  rebel  tug  Beaufort  came  along- 

side; an  officer  boarded  us,  ordered  the  men  ashore;  said  he  would 
take  officers  and  burn  the  ship,  and  seemed  unwilling  to  wait  for  the 
wounded  to  be  taken  out;  but,  thank  God,  our  troops  on  shore  kept  up 
such  a  galling  fire  upon  his  vessels  that  he  was  forced  to  leave  our  decks 
and  move  his  tug  off  iu  haste;  when  she  left  our  side  a  short  distance, 
notwithstanding  our  white  nag,  the  Merrimack  opened  on  us  again 
with  shot  and  shell,  one  shell  bursting  on  our  gun  deck,  killing  five  or 
seven,  it  is  said,  but  so  many  dead  were  lying  around  that  it  was  impos- 

sible to  tell  which  number  was  correct.  AlK)ut  the  time  the  rebel  offi- 
cers left  our  deck  many  of  the  men  jumped  overboard  into  the  river, 

and  some  twenty-odd  upon  the  Beaufort.  The  latter  were  the  only 
prisoners  taken.  The  ship's  boats  being  lowered,  we  commenced  active 
operations  to  get  the  wounded  and  men  on  shore,  and  our  exertions 
were  not  lessened  by  a  knowledge  among  the  officers  that  the  fire  was 
increasing  immediately  over  the  powder  magazine  (and  then  we  could 
only  hope  to  delay  the  first  progress  by  covering  the  hatches,  which  was 
done),  yet  it  was  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  when  the  officers  left,  the 
wounded  and  all  the  men  having  been  sent  on  shore.  During  the  whole 
of  this  terrible  engagement  my  men  behaved  with  admirable  bravery  and 
coolness,  and  though  the  ship  was  on  fire  several  times  in  different  places 
during  the  action,  and  the  dead  and  wounded  were  falling  everywhere, 
yet  all  orders  were  promptlv  obeyed,  and  everyone  kept  at  his  post. 
Among  such  general  good  behavior  it  would  seem  difficult  in  justice 
to  the  rest  to  especially  notice  any  one  of  my  company  as  most  emi- 

nently active  and  useful,  and  yet  the  concurrent  testimony  of  the  ship's 
officers  and  my  own  observation  was  that  Second  Lieutenant  George 
L.  Elder  and  Private  John  Reel  displayed  the  coolest  courage  and 
greatest  activity  in  fighting  the  ship,  helping  the  wounded,  and  deserve 
to  be  particularly  mentioned  in  this  report.  Previous  to  the  approach 
of  the  Merrimack  within  rifle  musket  shot  of  us.  Lieutenant  Elder  and 
myself  were  engaged  in  seeing  that  our  men  were  at  their  posts,  help- 

ing the  wounded  to  the  cockpit,  passing  water  to  extinguish  the  fire, 
and  pulling  on  ropes  to  work  the  ship,  whichever  was  most  necessary. 
On  the  Merrimack  nearing  us,  we  carried  muskets  to  the  poop  deck  and 
fired  at  her  portholes.  Being  ordered  from  here  on  account  of  sharp- 

shooters firing  from  the  M[errimack]^  we  descended  to  the  captain's 
cabin,  and  while  firing  from  there  a  shot  passed  through  the  cabin, 
killing  our  sailing  master,  Mr.  Moore,  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  the 
8i)linters  it  made  knocked  a  marine  down  and  myself,  wounded  him 
very  badly  on  the  face  and  head,  and  throwing  Lieutenant  Eider 
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agninRt  tlio  bulkliead.  I  escaped  with  bat  a  light  scratch  ou  my  wrist 
and  a  bniise  on  my  breast.  On  reaching  the  shore,  Lieiiteuant  Elder 
and  myself  started  to  find  onr  wounded  men,  whom  we  saw  in  the  hos- 

pitals of  the  different  regiments  in  Camp  Butler,  receiving  every  atten- 
tion from  the  surgeons  of  the  Army.  During  that  night  Corporal 

Charles  Tyman,  who  was  badly  wounded  in  the  hip,  died  under  the 
surgeon's  knife;  the  next  day  at  noon  we  bnried  him  and  Lieutenant 
Joseph  B.  Smith  aud  Quartermaster  Ijeroy.of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  with  the 
honors  of  war,  in  the  camp  burial  ground,  all  receiving  their  death 

wounds  on  the  frigate  t'ongregs.  The  bodies  of  all  killed,  excepting 
those  in  this  aetion,  were  probably  burned  that  night  in  the  ship,  as 
her  magazine  exploded  shortly  after  midnight.  The  next  morning,  find- 

ing the  Monitor  was  fully  a  match  for  the  Merrimack  and  was  keeping 
her  engaged  2  miles  from  us,  T  manned  two  boats  with  20  of  my  own 
men  and  made  a  three  hours'  search  and  found  nothing  worthy  of 
note.  It  now  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  add  a  list  of  the  killed,  miss- 

ing and  wonnded  of  my  company,' 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Yours,  obediently, 
WlLUAM  J.  MOlSTIttB, 

■  Captain  Company  J),  Ninett/nhtth  Rejim^il  New  York  Voluntetirs. 
^onel  D,  W.  Wardrop, 

Union  Coast  Omrd,  99lh  Reyt.,  New  York  Stale  Yolx., 
Camp  Hamilton,  Va. 

Navy  Department,  March  31, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  thanks  addressed  by  the  I 

Department  on  the  15th  instant  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  L,  I 
Worden,  which  yon  will  canse  to  be  read  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  I 
Monitor. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

t
O
l
D
K
O
N
 
 Wki-l

ks. 

■Office
r  

L,  M.  GoLDS
BOEor

on. 

Oomdff
.  

North 
 
Atlant

ic  
Blocka

dituj 
 
Squadr

on,  
Hampt

on  
Hoailii.

 

[Enrlo.
Dr.v] 

Navy 
 
Dbpar

tment
,  

March
  

ir,,  18G2. 

Tlio  naral 
 
action

  
which 

 
took  place 

 
ou  the  10th  J9thj 

 
instan

t  
1 

betwee
n  

the  Monito
r  

and  the  Merri
mack 

 
at  Hampt

on  
Boads,

  
wlien 

 
your 

 
\ 

vessel
  
with  two  guns  engage

d  
a  powerf

ul  
armore

d  
steame

r  
of  at  least  

 
I 

eight 
 
guns, 

 
and  after  a  four  hours'

  
confli

ct  
repell

ed  
her  formid

able  
' 

antago
nist, 

 
has  excite

d  
genera

l  
admira

tion  
and  receiv

ed  
the  applau

se 

of  the  whole 
 
countr

y. 

The  President  directs  me,  while  earnestly  and  deeply  sympathizing 
with  you  in  the  injuries  which  yon  have  sustained,  but  which  it  is 
believed  are  but  temporary,  to  thank  you  and  your  command  for  the 
heroism  you  have  displayed  and  the  great  service  you  have  rendered. 

The  action  of  the  10th  [9tb],  and  the  performance,  ijower,  and  capa- 

bilities  of  the  Monitor,  must  efl'ect  a  radical  change  in  naval  warfare.          I 

^^^^b      'Houiinikl  lint  (omitt^ul)  bIiowb  9  killctd,  iri  wonnded,  iind  T  mimiug.  ^^^H 
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Flag-Officer  Ooldsboroagh,  in  yoar  absence,  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Department  with  a  copy  of  this  letter  of  thanks,  and  instructed  to 
cause  it  to  be  read  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Monitor. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  John  L.  Wobden,  U.  8.  Navy, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monitor ^  Washington^  D.  C. 

A  retolation  ezpreniye  of  the  thank!  of  CongrMS  to  Li«ntoiuuit  J*  L.  Wordan,  of  the  IT.  8. 
Navy,  and  to  the  olBeen  and  men  under  his  oommand  in  the  Kooitor. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of 
the  American  people  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Lieutenant 
J.  L.  Worden,  of  the  United  States  Navy^  and  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  ironclad  gunboat  Monitor^  under  his  command,  for  the  skill  and 
gallantry  exhibited  by  them  in  the  late  remarkable  battle  between  the 
Monitor  and  the  rebel  ironclad  steamer  Merrimack. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  this  resolution  to  be  communicated  to  Lieutenant 
Worden,  and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command. 

Approved,  July  11, 1862. 

Joint  roeolation  tendering  the  thanki  of  Congreee  to  Commander  John  L.  Worden,  of  the 
IT.  S.  Navy. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  recommenda- 

tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  enable  him  to  advance 
Commander  John  L.  Worden  one  grade,  in  pursuance  of  the  ninth  section 
of  the  actof  Congress  of  sixteenth  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two, 
that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  tendered  to  Com- 

mander John  L.  Worden  for  highly  distinguished  conduct  in  conflict  with 
the  enemy  in  the  remarkable  battle  between  the  United  States  ironclad 
steamer  Monitor  under  his  command,  and  the  rebel  ironclad  frigate 
Merrimack,  in  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

Approved,  February  3, 1863. 

Lettor  (hmi  the  crew  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Konitor  to  Captain  Worden,  IT.  S.  Navy,  expretiing 
their  lympathy  and  affection. 

Hampton  Koads  April  24th  1S62  U.  8.  Monitor 
To  our  Dear  and  Honered  Captain 

Dear  Sib  These  few  lines  is  from  your  own  Crew  of  the  Monitor  with 
there  Kindest  Love  to  you  there  Honered  Captain  Hoping  to  God  that 
they  will  have  the  pleasure  of  Welcoming  you  Back  to  us  again  Soon 
for  we  are  all  Keady  able  and  willing  to  meet  Death  or  any  thing  else 
only  gives  us  Back  our  own  Captain  again  Dear  Captain  we  have  got 
your  Pilot  house  fixed  and  all  Keady  for  you  when  you  get  well  again 
and  we  all  Sincerely  hope  that  soon  we  will  have  the  pleasure  of  wel- 

coming you  Back  to  it  again  (for  since  you  left  us  we  have  had  no 
pleasure  on  Board  of  the  Monitor  we  once  was  happy  on  Board  of  our 
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little  Monitor  But  since  we  Lost  you  we  have  Lost  our  all  that  was 
Dear  to  ns  Still)  we  are  Waiting  very  Patiently  to  engage  oar  Antago- 

nist if  we  could  only  get  a  chance  to  do  so  the  last  time  she  came  out  we 
all  thought  we  would  have  the  Pleasure  of  Sinking  her  But  we  all  got 
Disapointed  for  we  did  not  fire  one  Shot  and  the  Norfolk  papers  Says 
we  are  Coward  in  the  Monitor  and  all  we  want  is  a  chance  to  Shew  them 
where  it  lies  with  you  for  our  Captain  we  can  teach  them  who  is  cowards 
But  there  is  a  great  Deal  that  we  would  like  to  write  to  you  But  wo 
think  you  will  soon  be  with  us  again  yourself  But  we  all  join  in  with 
our  Kindest  Love  to  you  hoping  that  God  will  Restore  you  to  us  again 
and  hopping  that  your  Sufterings  is  at  an  end  now  and  we  are  all  so 
glad  to  hear  that  your  eye  Sight  will  be  Spaired  to  you  again,  we  would 
wish  to  write  more  to  you  if  we  have  your  Permission  to  do  so  But  at 
Present  we  all  conclude  By  tendering  to  you  our  Kindest  Love  and 
afiection  to  our  Dear  and  Honered  Captain. 
We  Remain  untill  Death  your  Affectionate  Crew 

The  Monitors  Boys. 

[Rndonement.] 

This  letter  was  addressed  to  me,  on  the  envelope  which  covered  it,  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  was  received  two  or  three  days  after  its  date. 

John  L.  Wordbn. 

Letter  firom  Lientenant  M orria,  V.  8.  Havy,  to  Lieutenant  M array,  V.  8.  Navy,  reoommenbing 
fo :  promotion  Acting  Maeter  Kennieon. 

U.  S.  S.  Port  Boyai^ 
BrooJclyn  Navy  Yardj  May  i,  186^. 

Dear  Frank:  Your  letter  reached  me  safely.  You  asked  me  to 
rei)ort  in  writing  the  conversation  we  had  concerning  Mr.  Kennison 
during  the  late  action  of  the  Cumberland.  I  do  not  remember  the  words, 
but  the  substance  was  that  I  considered  him  one  of  the  most  promising 
masters  I  knew,  and  recommended  on  that  a(;count,  as  well  as  for  his 
marked  bravery  during  the  action,  he  should  be  promoted  by  the  De- 

partment. He  had  charge  of  the  forward  pivot  gun.  I  was  near  him 
when  the  Merrimack  ran  into  us.  He  contrived  to  fire  his  gun  coolly 
and  calmly.  Perfectly  unmoved,  he  continued  to  fire  his  gun  until  she 
sank. 

Yours,  truly, 
Geo.  U.  Morris. 

Lieutenant  Frank  K.  Murray,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Morrii,  V.  8.  Hayy,  regarding  [hie  reeommendation  of  Aetuig  Xaeter 
KenniBon,  V.  8.  Kavy. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Royal, 
Off  City  Point,  May  24, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  19th  instant,  in  which  you  ask:  <' Will  you  please  state 

distinctly  whether  Mr.  liandall  and  Mr.  Kennison  stand  on  an  equal 
footing,  or  whether  it  is  still  your  opinion  that  Mr.  Kennison  is  preem- 

inently distinguished!  " 
By  referring  to  my  official  report  of  the  action  between  the  Cumber- 

land  and  Merrimack^  you  will  perceive  I  stated  that  Mr.  Kennison 
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and  Mr.  Bandall  were  equally  distinguished  for  coolness  and  bravery. 
I  will  inform  the  Department  that  I  did  not  mention  Mr.  Kennisou  as 
having  been  preeminently  distinguished  in  that  action,  but  as  being  pre- 

eminently qualified  for  the  position  of  acting  volunteer  lieutenancy,  on 
account  of  his  having  evinced  during  the  period  he  was  on  board  the 
Cumberland  a  strong  desire  to  ])erfect  himself  in  all  duties  appertaining 
to  his  new  profession,  in  which  he  was  eminently  successful. 

Yery  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Lieuienanty  U.  IS.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

fSecretary  of  tJw  Navy. 

Report  of  the  Beerotarj  of  the  Havy  of  the  ConiiBdeTate  Statet,  transmitting  offidal  reports  of 
lientenant  Jones  and  Soxgeon  PhilUps,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Confederate  States  of  Aheriga, 
Navy  Departmentj  Richmond^  March  11  y  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  official  report  of  the 
naval  engagement  between  the  James  Biver  Squadron,  under  the  com- 

mand of  Flag-Officer  Franklin  Buchanan^  and  the  enemy's  fleet  in 
Hampton  Boads  on  the  8th  instant 

Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  in  the  immediate  command  of  the  steam  sloop 
Virginia^  was  disabled  near  the  close  of  the  engagement  by  a  painful, 
though  not  dangerous,  wound,  and  the  report  is  made  by  the  executive 
offic;er  upon  whom  the  command  devolved — Lieutenant  Jones. 

The  steam  sloop  Virginiay  of  10  guns;  the  Patrick  Henry ̂   Commander 
Tucker,  of  6  guns;  the  Jame^totrn,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Barney, 
of  2  guns;  the  iSale^^,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander;  the  ̂ eau- 
/ort,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker,  and  the  Teaser^  Lieutenant  Com- 

manding Webb,  each  of  1  gun,  composed  our  squadron.  With  this 
force  of  21  guns,  Flag-Officer  Buchanan  engaged  the  enemy's  fleet, 
consisting  of  the  frigates  Cwnberland,  of  24  guns;  the  Congress j  of  50 
guns:  the  St.  Lawrence^  of  50  guns,  and  the  steam  frigates  Minnesota 
and  Roanokey  each  of  40  guns,  the  enemy's  batteries  at  ̂ Newport  News, 
and  several  small  steamers  armed  with  heavy  rifled  guns. 

The  engagement  commenced  at  3 :  30  p.  m.,  and  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.  he 
had  sunk  the  Cumberlandy  captured  and  burned  the  CongresSy  disabled 
and  driven  the  Minnesota  ashore,  and  defeated  the  St,  Lawrence  and 
RoanokCy  which  sought  shelter  under  the  guns  of  Fortress  Monroe. 
Two  of  the  enemy's  small  steamers  were  blown  up  and  two  transport 
steamers  were  captured. 

The  Cumberland  went  down  with  all  on  board,  her  tops  only  remain- 
ing above  water,  but  many  of  her  people  were  saved  by  boats  from  the 

shore. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  has  not  been  ascertained.  Our  loss  is  very 

small,  but  has  not  been  officially  communicated. 
The  flag  of  the  Congress  and  the  sword  of  the  officer  commanding  at 

the  time  of  her  surrender  are  at  this  Department,  together  with  the 
flag  and  sword  of  the  gunboat  Fanny,  captured  by  Flag-Officer  Lynch 
in  October  last;  audi  submit  for  your  consideration  tlie  propriety  of 
providing  for  the  safe-keeping  of  these  and  similar  trophies. 

To  the  dashing  courage,  the  patriotism,  and  eminent  ability  of  Flag- 
Officer  Buchanan  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  squadron  our  country 
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is  indebted  for  this  brilliant  acbievemeDt,  which  will  hold  a  eouspici 
place  ftmong  the  heroic  contests  of  navivl  history. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedieut  servant, 
8.  K,  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavf,, 
\   To  the   fEESIDENT. 

C,  8.  Steam  Battkby  Vibgimia, 
Off  Sewdr*  Point,  March  8,  1S63. 

FLAG-OPFiCBa :  f u  conaeqnenee  of  the  wound  of  Fliig-Oflicer  Buch- 
luau  it  becouies  my  duty  to  report  that  the  Virginia  ielt  the  yard  this 
uiorniug  at  11  a.  m.,  steamed  down  the  river  past  our  batteries  aud 
over  to  Newport  News,  where  we  engaged  the  frigates  Cumherlanti, 
Conffreas  :tud  the  batteries  ashore,  and  also  two  large  steam  frigates, 
supposes!  to  be  the  Minnesota  and  Roanoke,  and  a  sailing  frigate  and 
several  small  steamers  armed  with  heavy  rifled  guns.  We  sank  the 
Cumberland,  drove  the  Congresa  ashore,  where  she  hauled  down  her 
colors  aud  hoisted  the  white  flag,  but  she  fired  upon  us  with  the  white 
flag  flying,  wounding  Lieutenant  Minor  and  some  of  our  men.  We 
again  oi)ene{l  tire  U|ioa  her  and  she  is  now  in  flames.  The  shoal  water 
preveuteti  our  reaching  the  other  iiigates.  This,  with  approaching 
night,  we  think  saved  them  from  destruction.  Our  loss  is  2  killed  and 
8  wouudfd,  two  of  our  guns  have  the  muzzle  shot  off.  The  prow  was 
twisted  and  the  armor  somewhat  damaged;  the  anchors  and  all  llag- 

stofl's  shot  away  and  smokestack  and  steam  pipe  were  riddled.  The bearing  of  oflicers  aud  men  was  all  that  could  be  wishe<l,  and  in  fact 
it  could  not  have  been  otherwise  after  the  noble  and  daring  condnct 
of  the  Ihtg'Ofiicer,  whose  wouud  is  deeply  regretted  by  all  on  LK)ard, 
who  would  gladly  have  sacrificed  themselves  in  order  to  save  bim.  We 
were  accompanied  from  the  yard  by  the  Be«H/or(  (Lieutenant  Parker) 
and  Raleigh  (Lieutenant  Alexander),  and  as  soon  as  it  was  discovered 
up  the  James  Xtiver  that  the  uctioii  had  commenced  we  were  joined  by 
the  Patrick  Henry  (Commander  Tucker),  the  Jamestoirn  (Lieuteuant 
Barney),  and  the  Tenser  (LieutenaDt  Webb),  all  of  which  were  actively 
engaged  anil  rendered  very  efficient  service.  Enclosed  I  send  the  sur- 

report  of  casualties. 
ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CATESBY  AP  It.  JflNBS, 
Executive  and.  Ordnanie  Officer, 

r  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  i 

f  Flag-Oilicer  !■'.  Forrest. 

C.  S.  S.  ViEiilWIA,  ■ 
Alenr  Setreira  Point,  March  8,  ISGS.      ' 

SiB:    I  have  to  rejHirt  the  following  casualties  resulting  (torn  the 
action  of  today  : 

Flag-Ofbcer  P.  Buchanan  wounded  in  the  left  thigh,  a  Mlnit'  ball 
having  passed  outirely  through  the  fleshy  portion,  grazing  femoral 
artery  and  inflicting  a  serious  wound. 

Lieutenant  K.J1).|  Minor  wounded  in  left  side  {not  dangemufily). 
Midshipman  Marmaduke,  slight  wouud  of  arm. 

I  Two  nieu  killed  (names  uot  known)  and  5  men  wounded,  oui-  loising 
a  eye. 

Very  respectfully, 
D.  B.  Phiixiph, 
S\irgeon  of  Flagship. 

I  Lieutenant  Catesbv  ap  RouEa  Jones,  0.  8,  Savy, 
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Killed. — Charles  Dunbar,   Waldeck. 
Wounded. — William  Burkes,  seaman;  John  Gapps,  Co.  E,  Forty-first 

Begiment;  A.  J.  Dalton,  Company  E,  Forty-first  Begiment;  Emerson 
Ivas,  seaman;  John  Leonard,  seaman. 

Menage  of  the  Preddent  of  the  ConlBderate  Statet,  tranemitting  to  Ckmgreii  the  report  of 
Flag-Offieer  Buehanan,  C.  8.  Hayy. 

Executive  Department,  April  lOj  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Mepresentatives  of  the  Confederate  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  Congress  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  covering  a  <<  detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Buchanan  of 
the  brilliant  triumph  of  his  squadron  over  the  vastly  superior  forces  of 
the  enemy  in  Hampton  Boads  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  March  last." Jefferson  Davis. 

[Bnclosare.] 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Kavy  Department,  Richmond,  April  7, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  copy  of  the  detailed  report 
of  Flag-Officer  Buchanan  of  the  brilliant  triumph  of  his  squadron 
over  the  vastly  superior  forces  of  the  enemy  in  Hampton  Boads  on  the 
8th  and  9th  of  March  last,  a  brief  report  by  Lieutenant  Jones  of  the 
battle  of  the  8th  having  been  previously  made. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron  in  this  contest 
reflects  unfading  honor  upon  themselves  and  upon  the  Navy.  The 
report  will  be  read  with  deep  interest  and  its  details  will  not  fail  to 
rouse  the  ardor  and  nerve  the  arms  of  our  gallant  seamen. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Virginia  was  a  novelty  in  naval  archi- 
tecture, wholly  unlike  any  ship  that  ever  floated;  that  her  heaviest 

guns  were  equal  novelties  in  ordnance;  that  her  motive  power  and  her 
obedience  to  her  helm  were  untried,  and  her  officers  and  crew  strangers 
comparatively  to  the  ship  and  to  each  other;  and  yet,  under  all  these 
disadvantages,  the  dashing  courage  and  consummate  professional  ability 
of  Flag-Officer  Buchanan  and  his  associates  achieved  the  most  remark- 

able victory  which  naval  annals  record. 
When  the  flag-officer  was  disabled,  the  command  of  the  Virginia 

devolved  upon  her  executive  and  ordnance  officer.  Lieutenant  Catesby 
ap  B.  Jones,  and  the  cool  and  masterly  manner  in  which  he  fought  the 
ship  in  her  encounter  with  the  ironclad  Monitor  justified  the  high  esti- 

mate which  the  country  places  on  his  professional  merit. 
To  his  experience,  skill,  and  untiring  industry  as  her  ordnance  and 

executive  officer  the  terrible  effect  of  her  fire  was  greatly  due.  Her 
battery  was  determined  in  accordance  with  his  suggestions,  and  in  all 
investigations  and  tests  which  resulted  in  its  thorough  efficiency  he 
was  zealously  engaged. 

The  terms  of  commendation  used  by  the  flag-officer  in  characterizing 
the  conduct  of  his  officers  and  men  meet  the  cordial  endorsement  of  the 
Department,  and  the  concurrent  testimony  of  thousands  who  witnessed 
the  engagement  places  his  own  conduct  above  all  praise. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  B.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
To  the  President. 
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[Sabenolosare.  ] 
Naval  Hospital, 

Norfolk,  March  27 y  1862. 
Sir:  Having  been  confined  to  my  bed  in  this  building  since  the  9th 

instant,  in  consequence  of  a  wound  received  in  the  action  of  the  pre- 
vious day,  I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  at  an  earlier  date  to  prepare 

the  official  report,  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit,  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  8th  and  9th  instant,  of  the  James  River  Squadron 

under  my  command,  composed  of  the  following-named  vessels :  Steamer 
Virginia,  flagship,  10  guns;  steamer  Patrick  Henry,  12  guns,  Com- 

mander John  E.  Tucker;  steamer  Jamestown,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  X.  Barney,  2  guns ;  and  gunboats  Teaser,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
W.  A.  Webb,  Beaufort,  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  H.  Parker,  and 
Raleigh,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  Alexander,  each  1  gun;  total, 
27  guns. 

On  the  8th  instant,  at  11  a.  m.,  the  Virginia  left  navy  yard,  Norfolk, 
accompanied  by  the  Raleigh  and  Beaufort,  and  proceeded  to  Newport 
News  to  engage  the  enemy's  frigates  Cumberland  and  Congress,  gun- 

boats, and  shore  batteries.  When  within  less  than  a  mile  of  the  Cum- 
berland, the  Virginia  commenced  the  engagement  with  that  ship  with 

her  bow  gun,  and  the  action  soon  became  general,  the  Cumberland, 
Congress,  gunboats,  and  shore  batteries  concentrating  ux>on  us  their 
heavy  fire,  which  was  returned  with  great  spirit  and  determination. 
The  Virginia  stood  rapidly  on  toward  the  Cumberland,  which  ship  I  had 
determined  to  sink  with  our  prow,  if  possible.  In  about  fifteen  minutes 
after  the  action  commenced  we  ran  into  her  on  starboard  bow;  the  crash 
below  the  water  was  distinctly  heard,  and  she  commenced  sinking, 
gallantly  fighting  her  guns  as  long  as  they  were  above  water.  She 
went  down  with  her  colors  flying.  During  this  time  the  shore  batteries, 
Congress,  and  gunboats  kept  up  their  heavy  concentrated  fire  upon  us, 
doing  us  some  injury.  Our  guns,  however,  were  not  idle;  their  fire 
was  very  destructive  to  the  shore  batteries  and  vessels,  and  we  w^ere 
gallantly  sustained  by  the  rest  of  the  squadron. 

Just  after  the  Cumberland  sunk,  that  gallant  officer,  Commander 
John  H.  Tucker,  was  seen  standing  down  James  liiver  under  full  steam, 
accompanied  by  the  Jamestown  and  Teasei\  They  all  came  nobly  into 
action,  and  were  soon  exposed  to  the  heavy  fire  of  shore  batteries. 
Their  escape  was  miraculous,  as  they  were  under  a  galling  fire  of  solid 
shot,  shell,  grape,  and  canister,  a  number  of  which  passed  through  the 
vessels  without  doing  any  serious  injury,  except  to  the  Patrick  Henry. 
through  whose  boiler  a  shot  passed,  scalding  to  death  four  persons  and 
wounding  others.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Barney  promptly  obeyed  a 
signal  to  tow  her  out  of  the  action.  As  soon  as  damages  were  repaired 
the  Patrick  Henry  returned  to  her  station  and  continued  to  perform 
good  service  during  the  remainder  of  that  day  and  the  following. 

Having  sunk  the  Cumberland,  I  turned  our  attention  to  the  Congress. 
We  were  some  time  in  getting  our  proper  position,  in  consequence  of 
the  shoalness  of  the  water  jind  the  great  difficulty  of  managing  the 
ship  when  in  or  near  the  mud.  To  succeed  in  my  object  1  was  obliged 
to  run  the  ship  a  short  distance  above  the  batteries  on  James  River, 
in  order  to  wind  her.  During  all  the  time  her  keel  was  in  the  mud;  of 
(^urse  she  moved  slowly.  Thus  we  were  subjected  twice  to  the  heavy 
guns  of  all  the  batteries  in  passing  up  and  down  the  river,  but  it  could 
not  be  avoided.  We  silenced  several  of  the  batteries  and  did  much 
injury  on  shore.  A  large  transport  steamer  alongside  of  the  wharf  was 
blown  up,  one  schooner  sunk,  and  another  captured  and  sent  to  Nor- 

folk.   The  loss  of  life  on  shore  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 
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While  the  Virginia  was  thus  engaged  in  getting  her  position  for 
attacking  the  CongresSy  the  prisoners  state  it  was  believed  on  board  that 
ship  that  we  had  hauled  ofif;  the  men  left  their  guns  and  gave  three 
cheers.  They  were  soon  sadly  undeceived,  for  a  few  minutes  after  we 
opened  upon  her  again,  she  having  run  on  shore  in  shoal  water.  The 
carnage,  havoc,  and  dismay  caused  by  our  fire  compelled  thero  to  haul 

down  their  colors  and  to  hoist  a  white  flag  at  their  gafl'  and  half-mast another  at  the  main.  The  crew  instantly  took  to  their  boats  and  landed. 
Our  fire  immediately  ceased,  and  a  signal  was  made  for  the  Beaufort  to 
come  within  hail.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker  to 

take  possession  of  the  Congress^  secui*e  the  officers  as  prisoners,  allow 
the  crew  to  land,  and  burn  the  ship.  He  ran  alongside,  received  her 
flag  and  surrender  from  Commander  William  Smith  and  Lieutenant 
Pendergrast,  with  the  side  arms  of  those  of&cers.  They  delivered  them- 

selves as  prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  Beaufort^  and  afterward  were 
permitted,  at  their  own  request,  to  return  to  the  Congress  to  assist  in 
removing  the  wounded  to  the  neaufort.  They  never  returned,  and  I 
submit  to  the  decision  of  the  Department  whether  they  are  not  our 
prisoners.  While  the  Beaufort  and  Raleigh  were  alongside  the  Congress^ 
and  the  surrender  of  that  vessel  had  been  received  from  the  com- 

mander, she  having  two  white  flags  flying  hoisted  by  her  own  people, 
a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon  them  from  the  shore  and  from  the  Con- 
gressj  killing  some  valuable  officers  and  men.  Under  this  fire  the 
steamers  left  the  Congress,  but  as  I  was  not  informed  that  any  injury 
had  been  sustained  by  those  vessels  at  that  time,  Lieutenant  Command- 

ing Parker  having  failed  to  report  to  me,  I  took  it  for  granted  that  my 
order  to  him  to  burn  her  had  been  executed,  and  waited  some  minutes 
to  see  the  smoke  ascending  her  hatches.  During  this  delay  we  were 
still  subjected  to  the  heavy  fire  from  the  batteries,  which  was  always 
promptly  returned. 

The  steam  frigates  Minnesota  and  Boanoke  and  the  sailing  frigate 
St.  Lawrence  had  previously  been  reported  as  coming  from  Old  Point, 
but  as  I  was  determined  that  the  Congress  should  not  again  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  I  remarked  to  that  gallant  officer  Flag-Lieutenant 
Minor,  "That  ship  must  be  burned."  He  promptly  volunteered  to 
take  a  boat  and  burn  her,  and  the  Teaser,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Webb,  was  ordered  to  cover  the  boat.  Lieutenant  Minor  had  scarcely 
reached  within  50  yards  of  the  Congress  when  a  deadly  fire  was  opened 
upon  him,  wounding  him  severely  and  several  of  his  men.  On  witness- 

ing this  vile  treachery,  I  instantly  recalled  the  boat  and  ordered  the 
Congress  destroyed  by  hot  shot  and  incendiary  shell.  About  this  period 
I  was  disabled  and  transferred  the  command  of  the  ship  to  that  gallant, 
intelligent  officer.  Lieutenant  Catesby  Jones,  with  orders  to  fight  her 
as  long  as  the  men  could  stand  to  their  guns. 

The  ships  from  Old  Point  opened  their  fire  upon  us.  The  Minnesota 
grounded  in  the  north  channel,  where,  unfortunately,  the  shoalness  of 
5ie  channel  prevented  our  near  approach.  We  continued,  however,  to 
fire  upon  her  until  the  pilots  declar^  that  it  was  no  longer  safe  to  remain 
in  that  position,  and  we  accordingly  returned  by  the  south  channel  (the 
middle  ground  being  necessarily  between  the  Virginia  and  Minnesota, 
and  Bt»  Lawrence  and  the  Roanoke  having  retreated  under  the  guns  of 
Old  Point),  and  again  had  an  opportunity  of  opening  upon  the  Minnesota, 
receiving  her  heavy  fire  in  return,  and  shortly  afterwards  upon  the  8t. 
Lawrence,  from  which  vessel  we  also  received  several  broadsides.  It 

had  by  this  time  become  dark  and  we  soon  after  anchored  oft"  SewelPs 
'  Point.    The  rest  of  the  squadrou  followed  our  movemeuta^  ^\t\i  \}ql^ 
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exception  of  tbe  Beau/orl,  LieuteDont  GommaudiD^  Parker,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  Norfolk  with  the  wouoded  and  |)ri8(in(.'ra  as  Buoa  au  he  bad 

left  the  Congre»s,  without  reporting  to  me.  The  Congress,  hartiig  been 
set  on  lire  by  our  hot  shot  and  incendiary  shell,  continued  to  burn,  her 
loaded  gan»  being  successively  discharged  as  the  Hames  reached  thetD, 
until  a  few  miuutes  past  midnight,  when  her  magazine  exploded  with 
a  tremendous  report. 

The  facts  above  stated  as  having  occurred  at^r  I  had  placed  the  ship 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Jones  were  reported  to  me  by  that  officer. 

At  an  early  hour  next  morning  (the  ittb),  upon  the  urgent  solicitations 
of  the  surgeons.  Lieutenant  Minor  and  myself  were  very  reluctantly 
taken  on  shore.  The  accommodations  for  the  proper  treatment  of 
wounded  persons  on  board  the  Virginia  are  exceedingly  limited,  Lieu- 

tenant Minor  and  myself  occupying  the  only  space  that  could  be  used 
for  that  pur|)08e,  which  was  in  my  cabin.  I  therefore  consented  to  our 
being  landed  on  Jewell's  Point,  thinking  that  the  room  on  board  vacated 
by  us  could  be  used  for  those  who  might  be  wounded  in  the  renewal  of 
the  action.  In  the  course  of  the  day  Lieutenant  Minor  and  myself  were 
sent  in  a  steamer  to  the  hospital  at  Norfolk. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Jones  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Virginia  on  the  0th ; 

At  daylight  od  th(>  9tb  we  imir  that  the  Minneaola  wus  atUl  ashore,  anil  tliat  there 
WU8  au  irou  battery  near  lier.  At  8  [o'clock]  we  run  ilowu  to  ungu|;e  them  (havtnu 
previouel.v  sent  the  killed  and  woanded  out  of  the  ship),  lirin)!:  at  the  Miniteiola  odu 
occaelonall;  at  the  iron  battery.  Tbo  pilota  did  not  place  us  sa  near  as  they  eipeoted. 
The  great  length  and  draft  of  the  ship  rendered  it  exceedingly  dlfficalt  to  work  her. 
We  ran  nsbore  about  a  mile  from  the  Irigate  and  were  backing  fifteen  minutes  before 
wegotolf.  WecoutinnedtolireattheiEFinriBiofa,  and  blew  up  n  steamer  alongaide  of 
her,  and  we  also  enguged  the  Monilar,  sometiiuea  at  very  close  iinarten.  Wo  onee 
Bncc(«ded  in  mnniug  into  her,  and  twice  ailenced  her  fire.  The  pilots  d<vlaring  that 
we  could  get  no  nearer  the  MiniiMota,  and  believing  her  to  be  eulirely  (lieabled.  and 
the  Monilvr  having  to  run  into  shoal  water,  whiuh  prevented  our  doing  her  any  fur- 

ther injury,  we  ceased  ilring  at  12  [o'clock]  and  prooeeded  to  Norfolk. Onr  loss  Is  2  killed  and  19  wounded.  The  ateui  is  twisted  and  the  abip  leaks.  We 
have  lost  the  prow,  starboard  anchor,  and  ail  the  boats.  The  armor  is  suiuewliat 
damaged ;  the  Bt«aui  pipe  and  smokestack  both  riddled ;  the  muzites  of  two  of  the 
guns  shot  away.  It  waa  not  easy  to  keep  a  flag  flying.  The  flagatiilfa  were  rL'peat- 
edly  abot  away.    The  colors  were  hoisted  to  the  smokestack  and  several  times  cut 

The  bearing  of  the  men  was  oil  that  could  be  desired;  their  enthtisiasm  could 
Boorcely  be  restrained.  During  the  aetlou  they  cheered  again  and  again.  Their 
coolness  and  skill  werii  tbe  more  remarkable  from  the  fact  that  the  great  majority 
of  them  were  under  lirci  Cor  the  first  time.  They  were  strangers  to  each  other  and  to 

the  oSicers.  and  had  but  a  few  days'  iristrurtion  in  the  management  of  the  great 
guus.  To  the  skill  and  example  of  the  officers  is  this  result  in  no  small  degree 
attributable. 

Having  thus  given  a  full  report  of  the  actions  on  the  Bth  and  0th, 
I  feel  it  due  to  the  gallant  oflicers  who  so  nobly  sustained  the  bouor  of 
the  flag  and  country  on  those  days  to  express  my  appreciation  of  their 
conduct. 

To  that  brave  and  intelligent  oflieer  Lieutenant  Oatesby  Jones,  the 
executive  and  ordnance  officer  of  the  Virginia,  I  am  greatly  indebted 
for  tbe  success  achieved.  His  constanC  attention  to  his  duties  in  tbe 
ecioipmeut  of  the  ship;  his  intelliffence  in  the  instruction  of  ordnance 

the  crew,  as  proved  by  the  accuracy  and  effect  of  their  fire,  some  of 
guns  having  been  personally  directed  by  him;  bis  tact  and  man- 
ment  in  the  government  of  raw  recruits ;  bis  general  knowleilge  of 
executive  duties  of  a  man-of-war,  together  with  his  high-toned  bear- 

S,  were  all  eminently  conspicuous,  and  bad  their  fruits  in  the  admi- 
le  efficieucy  of  the  Virginia.    If  conduct  such  as  bis  (and  I  do  not 
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know  that  I  have  nsed  adequate  language  in  describing  it)  entitles  an 
officer  to  promotion,  I  see  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Jones  one  in  all 
respects  worthy  of  it.  As  flag-officer  I  am  entitled  to  someone  to  per- 

form the  duties  of  flag-captain,  and  I  should  be  proud  to  have  Lieu- 
tenant Jones  ordered  to  the  Virginia  as  lieutenant-commandant,  if  it 

be  not  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  bestow  upon  him  a  higher 
rank. 

Lieutenant  Simms  fully  sustained  his  well-earned  reputation.  He 
fired  the  first  gun,  and  when  the  command  devolved  upon  Lieutenant 
Jones  in  consequence  of  my  disability,  he  was  ordered  to  perform  the 
duties  of  executive  officer.  Lieutenant  Jones  has  expressed  to  me  his 
satisfaction  in  having  had  the  services  of  so  experienced,  energetic, 
and  zealous  an  officer. 

Lieutenant  Davidson  fought  his  guns  with  great  precision.  The 
muzzle  of  one  of  them  was  soon  shot  away.  He  continued,  however, 
to  fire  it,  though  the  woodwork  around  the  port  became  ignited  at  each 
discharge.  His  buoyant  and  cheerful  bearing  and  voice  were  conta- 

gious and  inspiring. 
Lieutenant  Wo<^  handled  his  pivot  gun  admirably,  and  the  execu- 

tive officer  testifies  to  his  valuable  suggestions  during  the  action.  His 
zeal  and  industry  in  drilling  the  crew  contributed  materially  to  our 
success. 

Lieutenant  Eggleston  served  his  hot  shot  and  shell  with  judgment 
and  effect,  and  his  bearing  was  deliberate,  and  exerted  a  happy  influ- 

ence ou  his  division. 
Lieutenant  Butt  fought  his  gun  with  activity,  and  during  the  action 

was  gay  and  smiling. 
The  Marino  Corps  was  well  represented  by  Captain  Thom,  whose 

tranquil  mien  gave  evidence  that  the  hottest  fire  was  no  novelty  to 
him.  One  of  his  guns  was  served  effectively  and  creditably  by  a 
detachment  of  the  United  Artillery  of  Norfolk  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Kevill.  The  muzzle  of  their  gun  was  struck  by  a  shell  from  the 
enemy,  which  broke  off  a  piece  of  the  gun,  but  they  continued  to  fire 
as  if  it  was  uninjured. 
Midshipmen  Foute,  Marmaduke,  Littlepage,  Craig,  and  Long  ren- 

dered valuable  services.  Their  conduct  would  have  been  creditable  to 
older  heads,  and  gave  great  promise  of  future  usefulness.  Midshipman 
Marmaduke,  though  receiving  several  painful  wounds  early  in  the 
action,  manfully  fought  his  gun  until  the  close.  He  is  now  at  the 
hospital. 
Paymaster  Semple  volunteered  for  any  service,  and  was  assigned  to 

the  command  of  the  powder  division,  an  important  and  complicated 
duty,  which  could  not  have  been  better  performed. 

Surgeon  Phillips  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Oarnett  were  prompt  and 
attentive  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Their  kind  and  considerate 
care  of  the  wounded  and  the  skill  and  ability  displayed  in  the  treat- 

ment won  for  them  the  esteem  and  gratitude  of  all  who  came  under 
their  charge,  and  justly  entitled  them  to  the  confidence  of  officers  and 
crew.  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  case 
of  Doctor  Gamett.  He  stands  deservedly  high  in  his  profession,  is  at 
the  head  of  the  list  of  assistant  surgeons,  and,  there  being  a  vacancy 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  death  of  Surgeon  Blacknall,  I  should  be 
much  gratified  if  Doctor  Gamett  could  be  promoted  to  it. 

The  engines  and  machinery,  upon  which  so  much  depended,  performed 
much  better  than  was  expected.  This  is  due  to  the  intelligence,  expe- 

rience, and  coolness  of  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Ramsay.    His  effo^tjs^ 
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irere  s,h)y  Bei^oiided  b;  his  Assistants,  Tyuan,  Campbell,  Herriug,  Jack, 
and  WTiite.  As  Mr.  Ramsfty  is  only  acting  rliief  engineer,  I  lesjiect' 
fiilly  recninmeiid  bia  prninotinn  to  the  rank  of  chief,  and  wonUl  alMi  aeic 

tbat  Second  Assistant  Kii^neer  (.'miipltell  may  be  proniotoil  to  first 
assistant,  lie  baving  pertbnned  the  dutie--;  of  that  ̂ rode  during  the 
enKiigement. 

The  forward  officers — lioatswaiii  Haskur,  Gunner  Oliver,  and  Car- 
penter Lin dsfty— discharged  well  all  the  duties  required  of  them.  TLo 

boHtswaiu  Lad  charge  of  a  gun  aud  fought  it  weU.  The  gunner  was 
indefatigable  in  his  effortc.  His  experience  and  exertions  as  a  gnuner 
Lave  contributed  very  materially  to  the  efficiency  of  the  battery. 

Acting  Master  Parrisli  was  assisted  in  piloting  the  ship  by  Pilots 
Wright,  WiUiamH,  Clark,  and  Cunningham,  They  were  neceacarily 
Miuch  exposed. 

ft  iw  now  due  that  I  should  mention  my  personal  stafl'.  To  that 
gallant  young  oEBc«r  Flag- Lieutenant  Minor  1  am  much  tndebte<i  for 
his  prnm])tness  in  the  execution  of  signals;  for  renewing  the  Hagstaffs 
when  shot  itway,  being  thereby  greatly  e.\po8ed;  for  his  watchtnlnees 
in  keeping  the  Confederate  flag  up:  his  alacrity  in  conveying  my  orders 
to  the  different  divisions,  aud  for  his  general  cool  and  gallant  bearing. 
My  aid.  Acting  Midshipmuu  itootes,  of  the  Navy;  Lieutenant  For- 

rest, of  the  Army,  who  served  as  a  volunteer  aid,  and  my  clerk,  Mr. 
Arthur  Siudair,  jr.,  are  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the  activity  with 

which  my  orders  were  conveyed  to  the  difl'erent  i>arfca  of  tlio  ship. During  the  hottest  of  the  fight  thej  were  always  at  their  po^ts,  giving 
evidence  of  tlieir  coolness.  Having  referred  to  the  good  conduct  of  the 
officers  in  the  tlagship  immediately  under  my  notice,  I  come  now  to  a  no 
less  pleasing  task  when  I  attempt  to  mark  my  approbation  of  the  bearing 
of  those  i^ervirig  in  the  other  veeisels  of  the  squadrou. 
Commander  .John  K.  Tucker,  of  the  Patrick  Henry,  and  Lieutenant 

Commanding  .1.  N.  Barney,  of  the  JameatoKn,  and  W.  A.  Webb,  of  the 
Tea»ey.  deserve  great  praise  for  their  gallant  conduct  tliroughout  the 
engHgemeut.  Their  judgment  in  selecting  their  iwsilions  for  attacking 
the  enemy  was  good ;  their  constant  fire  was  destructive,  aud  contrib- 

uted much  to  the  success  of  the  day.  The  general  order  under  which 
the  ntinadron  went  into  action  required  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  sig- 
nalfl,  each  commanding  officer  was  to  exercise  his  own  Judgment  aud 
discretion  in  doing  all  the  damage  he  could  to  the  enemy,  and  to  sink 
before  surrendering.  From  the  bearing  of  those  officers  on  the  8th,  I 
am  fully  satisfied  that  tbat  order  would  have  been  carried  out. 
Commander  Tucker  8|ieaks  highly  of  nil  under  him,  and  desires  par- 

ticularly to  notice  that  Lieutenant-Golouel  Callender  St.  George  Noland, 
commauding  the  post  at  Mnlberry  Island,  on  hearing  of  the  deficiency 
in  the  complement  of  the  Patrick  Henry,  promptly  offered  the  services 
ot  10  of  his  men  as  volunteers  for  the  occasion,  one  of  whom,  George 
K.  Webb,  of  the  Greenville  Guards,  Commander  Tucker  regrets  to  say, 
was  killed. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Barney  reports  every  officer  and  man  on 

boai-d  of  the  ship  t>erforuied  his  whole  duty,  evincing  a  courage  and 
fearlessness  worthy  of  the  cause  for  which  we  are  fighting. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Webb  specially  notices  the  coolness  dis- 
played by  Acting  Master  Face  and  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Quinn 

when  facing  the  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  iVom  the  shore 
whilst  the  Teagtr  was  standing  in  to  cover  the  lM»at  in  which,  as  previ- 
onaly  stated,  Lieutenant  Minor  had  gone  to  burn  the  Congress.  Several 
of  his  men  were  badly  wonuded. 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.         49 

The  Saleighy  early  in  the  action^  had  her  gun  carriage  disabled,  which 
compelled  her  to  withdraw.  A.8  soon  as  he  had  repaired  damages  as 
well  as  lie  could,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander  resumed  his  posi- 

tion in  the  line.  He  sustained  himself  gallantly  during  the  remainder 
of  the  day,  and  speaks  highly  of  all  under  his  command.  That  evening 
lie  was  ordered  to  Korfolk  for  repairs. 

The  Beaufortj  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker,  was  in  close  contact 
with  the  enemy  Irequently  during  the  day  and  all  on  board  behaved 
gallantly.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Parker  expresses  his  warmest 
thanks  to  his  officers  and  men  for  their  coolness.  Acting  Midshipman 
Foreman,  who  accompanied  him  as  volunteer  aid,  Midshipmen  Mallory 
and  Kewton,  Captain's  Clerk  Bain,  and  Mr.  Gray,  pilot,  are  all  specially 
mentioned  by  him. 

On  the  21st  instant  I  forwarded  to  the  Department  correct  lists  of 
the  casualties  on  board  all  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  on  the  8th ;  none, 
it  appears,  occurred  on  the  9th. 

While  in  the  act  of  closing  this  report  I  received  the  communication 
of  the  Department,  dated  22d  instant,  relieving  me  temporarily  of  the 
command  of  the  squadron  for  the  naval  defenses  of  James  River.  I 
feel  honored  in  being  relieved  by  the  gallant  Flag-Officer  Tattnall. 

I  much  regret  that  I  am  not  now  in  a  condition  to  resume  my  com- 
mand, but  trust  that  I  shall  soon  be  restored  to  health,  when  I  shall  be 

ready  for  any  duty  that  may  be  assigned  to  me. 
Very  respectfully, 

Fbanklin  Buchanan, 
Flag- Officer. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Malloby, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Letter  from  lieatenant  Bochelle,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  8.  Hayy,  giving  an 
aoeount  of  the  eervioet  of  the  C.  8. 8.  Patrick  Henry  and  the  part  borne  by  her  in  the  engage- 

ment in  Hampton  Boadi,  l^rginia,  March  8  and  9, 1862. 

C.  S.  S.  Palmbtto  State, 
Oharlestofiy  S.  C,  January  30^  1865. 

Dear  Sib:  I  am  glad  to  learn  from  you  that  Flag-Officer  Lynch  has 
been  directed  by  the  Department  to  prepare  a  narrative  of  the  memo- 

rable and  gallant  deeds  of  the  Confederate  Navy.  Judging  from  the 
former  works  of  the  flag-officer,  1  think  we  may  congratulate  ourselves 
that  the  Navy  has  fallen  into  good  hands,  and  feel  confidence  that  the 
proposed  book  will  not  only  l^  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  history 
of  this  giant  war,  but  also  a  pleasant  addition  to  the  literature  of  the 
(lay.  Hitherto  there  has  been  no  effort  made  to  popularize  the  Navy; 
our  officers,  trained  in  an  illustrious  and  exclusive  service,  have  looked 
with  a  feeling  akin  to  contempt  on  both  the  praise  and  blame  of  the 
periodical  press;  hence  the  only  records  of  the  Navy  are  to  be  found  in 
dry  and  terse  official  dispatches,  exceedingly  uninteresting  to  unpro- 

fessional readers  and  unintelligible  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 
Let  ns  hope  that  the  forthcoming  work  will  be  popular  with  the  people, 
remove  many  of  the  prejudices  against  our  service,  and  assist  the  pres- 

ent generation  to  the  just  conclusion  that  the  willows  of  the  Navy  are 
as  glorious  as  the  laurels  of  the  Army. 
Among  the  naval  events  that  Flag  Officer  Lynch  will  be  called  upon 

to  relate,  the  career  of  the  Patrick  Henry  will  perhaps  claim  a  promi- 
nent place,  and  if  you  think  there  is  anything  in  this  letter  which  w\H 
W  W  B— VOL  7   4 
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aid  the  flag-officer  to  a  fuller  understanding  of  the  services  of  that  ves- 
sel, you  are  quite  at  liberty  to  send  it  to  him. 

The  Patrick  Henry^  a  very  bejiutifully  modeled  side- wheel  steamer, 
of  about  1,40()  tons  burden,  was  called  the  Yorlctotcn  before  the  war, 
and  was  one  of  the  line  of  steamers  running  between  Richmond  and 
New  York.  She  was  considered  a  very  fast  boat  and  deserved  her 
reputation.  When  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  seceded  from  the 
Union  this  vessel  was  fortunately  in  James  Eiver.  She  was  seized  by 
the  State,  and  the  governor  and  council  determined  to  fit  her  out  as  a 
man-of-war.  She  was  tiiken  up  to  the  wharf  at  liocketts,  a  suburb  of 
Kichniond,  and  the  command  conferred  upon  Commander  John  Ban- 
dolph  Tucker,  an  officer  of  the  U.  8.  Navy  who  had  resigned  his  com- 

mission in  that  service  in  consequence  of  the  secession  of  his  native 
State,  Virginia.  Naval  Constructor  Joseph  Pierce,  with  a  number  of 
mechanics  from  the  Norfolk  navy  yard,  commenced  the  necessary 
alterations,  and  in  a  few  months  the  passenger  steamer  Yorlctown  was 
converted  into  the  very  creditable  manof-war  steamer  Patrick  Henry^ 
often  guns  and  150  officers  and  men. 
The  vessel,  being  i)roi>erly  equipped,  proceeded  down  James  River 

and  took  a  position  oft'  Mulberry  Island,  on  which  ]>oint  rested  the right  of  our  Army  of  the  reninsula,  under  Magrnder.  It  was  dull 
work  lying  at  anchor.  The  officers  rarely  went  on  shore,  i\\^  vessel 
being  kept  always  with  banked  fires  and  prepared  to  repel  an  attack, 
which  might  have  been  made  at  any  moment,  the  enemy's  batteries  at 
Newport  News  and  the  guard  vessels  stationed  there,  the  Congress^ 
Cnmherlandj  and  several  gunboats,  being  plainly  in  sight.  After  awhile 
the  monotony  became  so  irksome  that  Commander  Tucker  took  the 

Patrick  Henry  down  within  h)ng  range  of  the  P'ederal  squadron  and 
opened  on  them,  with  the  \\o\\e  of  inducing  a  gunboat  to  ascend  the 
river  and  engage  vessel  to  vessel.  The  challenge  was  not  accepted, 
however,  and  the  enemy  having  moored  a  field  battery  of  rifled  guns 
up  the  bnnks  of  the  river,  and  taken  a  secure  i)osition  ̂ m  which  they 
opened  an  annoying  fire,  the  vessel  was  steamed  slowly  back  to  her 
station  off  Mulberry  Island.  The  Northern  pai)ers  stated  that  in  this 

little  atl'air,  which  took  place  on  September  13,*  1801,  the  fire  of  the Patrick  Henry  did  considerable  damage  to  the  frigate  Congress, 
About  this  time  intelligence  was  received  that  one  or  two  of  the 

Federal  gunboats  came  up  the  river  every  night  on  picket  duty,  and 
anchored  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  their  squadron.  Here  was  a 
chance;  so  on  the  night  of  the  1st  December,  1801,  the  Patrick  Henry 
again  went  down  the  river,  keeping  a  sharp  lookout  for  the  expected 
picket  boats.  Not  a  sign  of  a  vessel  was  seen,  and  when  day  broke 
there  was  the  enemy's  squadron  and  batteries  looming  up  against  the 
dawn,  with  all  the  gunboats  quietly  at  anchor  aroiuid  the  larger  ves- 

sels. As  the  Patrick  Henry  C/Ould  not  have  returned  unseen,  and  as  the 
enemy  had  five  gunlmats  at  hand  which  might  be  induced  by  an  impu- 

dent attack  to  come  out  from  under  the  guns  of  their  batteries  and 
engage  at  close  quarters.  Commander  Tucker  laid  the  broadside  of  his 
vessel  to  the  foe  and  o])ened  with  all  the  battery.  The  Federals  were 
evidently  taken  by  surpiise,  and  it  was  some  minutes  before  they 
replied  to  the  fire.  They  soon  got  to  their  guns,  however,  and  the  sun, 
as  it  rose,  was  greeted  with  a  roar  of  artillery  that  shook  the  windows 
in  Norfolk  and  roused  the  people  of  that  then  gjiy  city  from  their  slum- 

bers at  a  most  inconvenient  hour,  after  the  fatigues  of  the  last  night's ball. 

•  See  Vol.  «i,  p.  207. 
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The  Federal  fire  was  well  directed,  and  one  officer  and  several  men 
were  wounded  on  board  the  ̂ ^Pat^  One  ganboat  in  particular,  com- 

manded by  a, Georgian,  Lieutenant  H.  E.  Davenport,  was  noted  lor  the 
precision  with  which  she  used  her  rilled  guns.  The  old  sailing  master 
of  the  Patriek  Henrys  a  seaman  of  sixty  winters,  was  much  pleased 
with  the  manner  in  which  Davenport  used  his  guns.  He  said  to  some- 

one standing  near  him:  <^Look  at  that  dirty,  ugly-looking  craft  yonder. 
Well,  whenever  you  see  a  puff  of  smoke  go  up  from  her,  look  out,  for 
as  sure  as  you  are  born  there  will  be  a  blue  pigeon  about.''  The 
skirmish  having  continued  for  an  hour  or  more,  and  the  enemy  still 
keeping  under  the  guns  of  his  batteries,  the  Patrick  Henry  returned  to 
her  usual  anchorage.* 

In  February,  1862,  the  ladies  of  Charles  City,  a  county  bordering  on 
the  James,  desired  to  present  to  the  Patrick  Henry  a  flag  which  they 
had  made  for  her  as  an  evidence  of  their  confidence  in  the  vessel  and 
their  appreciation  of  the  services  she  had  rendered  them  by  keeping 
marauding  expeditions  from  ascending  the  river  to  pillage  and  perhaps 
destroy  the  famous  old  country  seats  that  are  to  be  found  on  its  banks. 
But  the  flag  was  destined  never  to  be  presented.  Such  stirring  times 
were  at  hand  that  the  few  hours  necessary  for  the  ceremony  could  not 
be  spared.  The  ironclad  Virginia  was  about  to  make  an  attack  upon 
the  Federal  fortifications  and  squadron  at  Newport  News,  and  the  Pat- 

rick Henry  was  to  participate  in  the  battle.  The  day  before  the  attack 
was  to  be  made  the  Patrick  Henry  was  moved  down  to  Day's  Neck  and 
an  anchorage  taken  from  which  any  vessel  coining  out  from  Norfolk 
could  be  seen.  The  next  day,  the  8th  of  March,  1862,  was  bright, 
placid,  beauteous.  All  eyes  were  watching  for  the  appearance  of  the 
Virginia.  About  1  o- dock  in  the  afternoon  she  came  steaming  out  from 
behind  Graney  Island,  attended  by  her  satellites,  the  gunboats  Beavr 
fort  and  Raleigh,  Grand,  and  strong,  and  confident,  a  Hercules  of  the 
waters,  she  moved  straight  upon  the  enemy. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  call  *^A11  hands  up  anchor"  on  board  the 
Patrick  Henry,  Thie  anchor  was  raised  with  a  run,  and  under  a  full 
head  of  steam  the  vessel  sped  on  her  way  to  aid  her  powerful  friend. 
The  Confederate  vessels  in  James  Biver  formed  in  line  ahead  as  they 
approached  the  batteries  at  Newport  News,  the  Patrick  Henry^  10 
guns],  Commander  Tucker,  leading;   next  came   the  Jamestowny  2 
^unsj,  Lieutenant  Barney,  and  next  the  Teaser,  2  [guns].  Lieutenant 
Tebb.  The  Virginia  reached  the  scene  of  action  first.  Ajnid  the  iron 

hail  which  fell  harmlessly  on  her  armor  she  ran  into  and  sunk  the  Cum- 
berland, A  hearty  cheer  from  the  James  Eiver  vessels  greeteii  her  suc- 

cess, but  there  was  no  time  to  give  up  to  exultation,  ̂ e  long  lines  of 
the  Newport  News  batteries  were  close  at  hand,  and  in  order  to  reach 
the  naval  combat  it  was  necessary  to  pass  them.  The  guns  of  the  Pat- 

rick Henry  were  elevated  for  a  range  of  800  yards,  that  being  the  dis- 
tance at  which  the  pilots  expected  to  pass  the  batteries.  And  now  the 

hush  which  precedes  the  shock  of  battle  settled  alike  on  Federal  and 
Confederate.  Glimpses  could  be  caught  of  the  men  at  their  guns 
through  the  embrasures  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  but  not  a  sound  came 
from  them.  As  the  Patrick  Henry  ranged  up  abreast  of  the  first  bat- 

tery she  delivered  her  fire,  and  the  flash  from  her  guns  had  hardly 
vanished  when  the  Federal  works  were  wrapped  in  smoke  and  their 
projectiles  came  hissing  through  the  air.  The  first  shots  from  the  Pat- 

rick Henry  went  over  the  batteries,  her  guns  having  been  elevated  for 
a  range  of  800  yards;  consequently  she  was  passing  the  batteries  at 
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leB8  thau  that  distance,  and  to  this  cirfomatance  is  to  be  attribnted 
lier  not  having  been  sunk  or  disabled  by  them.  The  enemy  supposed 
she  would  pass  aa  far  from  them  as  the  channel  would  tillow  and  had 
elevated  their  gnus  for  that  range.  The  vessel  passing;  closer  thai) 
they  thought  she  would,  their  shot  for  the  most  i)art  passed  over  her. 
She  was  struck,  however,  several  times  daring  the  passage.  One  shot 
passed  through  the  crew  ut  No.  3  gnu,  wounding  two  men  and  killing 
one.  Poor  fellow,  he  was  an  humble  hero;  his  last  words  as  he  feU 
worn  "Never  mind  me,  hoys." 

Ilaviug  {lassed  tlie  batteries  with  comparatively  little  damage,  the 
Patrick  Henri/  beeanic  engaged  in  the  thick  of  the  fight.  Whilst  tb© 
forward  guns  were  engaging  one  enemy,  the  after  guns  were  firing  at 
another.  The  situation  of  the  Confederate  wooden  vessels  at  this  time 
seemed  desperate.  The  Newport  News  batteries  were  on  one  side;  on 
the  other  the  frigales  Minnenota,  St,  Latrrence,  and  Koanolr  were  com- 
tog  up  from  Old  I'oint  Comfort,  and  in  front  the  beach  was  lined  with 
field  batteries  and  sliarpshooters.  Fortunately  for  the  Confederate 
woinlen  vessels  the  Minnenota,  Sf.  Lawrence,  and  Roanoke  grounded, 
and  the  small  vessels  which  accompanied  them,  warned  by  the  fate  of 
the  Gwviberland,  returned  to  Old  Point.  The  Minnesota,  however,  was 
near  enough  to  take  part  in  the  action,  and  opened  a  heavy  tire  after 
sho  grounded  on  the  Confederate  siiuadron. 
About  this  time  Flag-Officer  Buchanan  hailed  the  Patrick  Henry  and 

directed  Commimder  Tucker  to  burn  the  Cont/rcst,  which  vessel  had 
run  ashore  near  the  heath  and  snrreiidered.  The  gunboats  lieaiifort, 

Rateii/h,  and  7'eiisfr  had  attempted  to  bum  her,  but  had  been  driven  off 
by  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  pilots  stated  that  there  was  a 
shoal  near  the  Vonyregs,  and  between  that  vessel  and  the  Patrick  Heiiri/, 
over  which  the  latter  vessel  could  not  pass.  Commander  Tucker  there- 

fore determined  to  approach  the  Congrexs  as  uear  as  this  shoal  would 
permit,  and  then  t^  send  his  boats  t«  boaid  and  bnru  her.  The  boats 

were  inepaifd  for  the  ser\'ice  with  combnstible  materials,  the  boats' 
crews  and  officers  to  command  them  held  ready,  whilst  the  vessel  was 
steaming  in  to  the  Congrenn.  This  movement  of  the  Patrick  Henri/ 
placed  her  in  the  most  inmiinent  peril.  She  was  brought  under  the  con- 

tinuous fire  of  three  points.  On  her  port  quarte-r  were  the  batteries  of 
Newijort  News,  ou  her  port  bow  were  the  field  batteries  and  shai'p- 
shooters  on  the  beach,  and  on  her  starboard  bow  was  the  Minncaota. 
It  soon  became  evident  that  no  wooden  vessel  could  long  float  under 
such  a  fire.  Several  shots  struck  the  hull ;  a  piece  was  shot  out  of  the 
walking  beam.  As  the  sponge  of  the  after  pivot  gun  was  being  insert«d 
in  the  piece  the  handle  was  cut  in  two  by  a  shot.  Half  in  prayer  and 

half  in  despaii*  at  being  unable  to  perform  his  duty,  the  sponger 
exclaimed,  "O  Lord,  huw  is  the  gun  to  be  sponged  1"  the  fate  of  the 
battle,  no  dunbt,  in  his  opinion  depending  uu  the  proper  sponging  of 
that  particular  gun.  It  must  have  been  a  great  relief  to  him  when  the 
quarter  gunner  of  his  di\isiun  banded  him  a  spare  sjionge.  This  state 
of  things  could  not  last  lung.  A  ride  shot  from  the  field  batteries  pene- 

trated the  steam  chest;  the  engine  room  and  fire  room  were  filled  with 
steam;  five  or  six  of  the  firemen  were  scahled  to  death;  the  engineers 
were  driven  upon  deck,  and  the  engine  stopped  working.  The  vessel 
was  enveloped  in  a  cloud  of  escajied  steam,  and  the  enemy,  seeing  that 
some  disaster  to  the  boiler  ha»i  occurred,  increased  his  fire.  At  the 
moment  no  one  knew  what  hail  happened,  the  general  impression  being 
that  the  boiler  had  e-tploded,  and  it  is  an  unmistakable  evidence  of  the 
courage  and  discipline  of  the  crew  that  the  fire  from  the  vessel  did  not 
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slacken,  bat  went  on  as  regolarly  as  before  the  incident.  As  the  vessel 
was  drifting  toward  the  enemy,  the  jib  was  hoisted  to  pay  her  head 
around,  and  the  steamer  Jamestown^  Lieutenant  Barney,  gallantly  came 
to  her  assistance,  and  towed  her  from  her  perilous  position.  The 
engineers  soon  got  one  boiler  to  work.  The  other  was  so  badly  dam- 

aged that  they  were  unable  to  repair  it  at  the  time,  and  with  the  steam 
on  one  boiler  alone  the  Patrick  Henry  returned  to  the  conflict.  Night, 
however,  soon  closed  in,  and,  as  in  the  darkness  it  was  impossible  to  dis- 

tinguish friend  from  foe,  hostilities  ceased  for  the  time,  and  the  battle 
of  Hampton  Koads  had  been  fought  and  won. 

During  the  battle  the  shores  of  the  Confederate  side  of  the  Eoads 
were  lined  with  spectators  from  Norfolk  and  the  adjacent  country,  and 
never,  not  even  in  the  days  of  the  gladiators,  had  an  assemblage  such 
a  spect^kcle  performed  before  them. 

The  night  after  the  battle  the  Confederate  squadron  anchored  under 
Sewell's  Point,  at  tbe  mouth  of  Norfolk  Harbor.  There  was  little  time 
for  slumber  that  night,  as  the  conflict  was  to  be  renewed  the  next 
morning,  and  it  was  necessary  to  make  many  repairs  and  preparations. 
About  midnight  a  column  of  fire  ascended  in  the  darkness,  followed  by 
a  terrific  explosion.  The  Federal  frigate  Congress y  which  had  been  on 
fire  all  the  evening  had  blown  up,  the  fire  having  reached  her  magazine. 

At  the  first  peep  of  dawn  on  the  9th  of  March  the  Conf^erate 
squadron  was  underway,  it  having  been  determined  to  destroy  the 
Minnesota^  that  vessel  being  still  aground  near  Newport  News.  As  the 
daylight  increased  the  Minnesota  was  discovered  in  her  old  position, 
but  the  Minnesota  was  not  the  only  thing  to  attract  attention.  Close 
alongside  of  her  there  lay  such  a  craft  as  the  eyes  of  a  seaman  never 
looked  upon  before — an  immense  shingle  floating  on  the  water,  with  a 
gigantic  cheese  box  rising  from  its  center;  no  sails,  no  wheels,  no 
smokestack,  no  guns.  What  could  it  bet  On  board  the  Patrick  Henry 
many  were  the  surmises  as  to  the  strange  craft.  Some  thought  it  a 
water  tank  sent  to  supply  the  Minnesota  with  water;  others  were  of 
opinion  that  it  was  a  floating  magazine  replenishing  her  exhausted 
stock  of  ammunition;  a  few  visionary  characters  feebly  intimated  that 
it  might  be  the  Monitor  which  the  Northern  papers  had  been  boasting 
about  for  a  long  time. 

All  doubts  about  the  stranger  were  soon  dispelled.  As  the  Virginia 
steamed  down  upon  the  Minnesota  the  cheese  box  and  shingle  steamed 
out  to  meet  her.  It  was  indeed  the  Monitor^  and  then  and  there  com- 

menced the  flrst  combat  that  had  ever  taken  place  between  ironclads. 
The  Patrick  Henry  and  the  other  wooden  vessels  took  little  part  in  the 
events  of  the  day,  except  to  exchange  shots  with  the  Monitor  at  long 
range  as  she  passed  and  repassed  during  her  maneuvering  with  the 
Virginia,  At  one  time  the  Virginia  did  not  seem  to  move.  Appre- 

hensions were  entertained  that  she  had  got  aground  or  that  some  part 
of  her  machinery  was  damaged.  Signal  flags  were  run  up  on  board  of 
her,  but  the  flags  did  not  blow  out  clear  and  it  was  some  minutes 
before  the  signal  officer  of  the  Patrick  Henry  could  make  out  the  num- 

bers. At  length  he  reported  the  signal  to  be  '^  Disabled  my  propeller 
is."  No  wooden  vessel  could  have  floated  twenty  minutes  under  the 
fire  that  the  Virginia  was  undergoing,  but  if  her  propeller  was  disabled 
it  was  necessary  to  attempt  to  tow  her  back  to  the  cover  of  our  bat- 

teries, so  the  Patrick  Henry  and  Jamestown  started  to  make  the 
attempt.  They  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  before  the  Virginin  was 
seen  to  move  and  her  propeller  to  turn,  and  the  sacrifice  was  not  nec- 

essary. That  evening  all  the  Confederate  vessels  went  into  the  harbor 
of  Norfolk  and  anchored. 
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Flag-Oflicer  Tattnall  liaviug  relieved  Flag-Ofiicer  Buchanan,  who 
had  been  seriously  wounded  in  the  first  day's  fight  in  Hampton  KoadB. 
and  all  the  vessels  having  been  repaired  and  refitted,  on  the  13th  |llth] 
of  A])ril  the  squadron  again  sallied  out  to  meet  the  enemy.*  In  case 
the  Virginia  should  not  be  able  to  capture  or  destroy  the  Monitor^  the 
gunboats  Beaufort  and  Raleigh  and  two  small  tugboats  were  assigned 
the  duty  of  carrying  her  by  boarding.  The  squadron  steamed  about  in 
Hampton  Koads  for  two  days  in  succession,  and  the  Jamestown  captured 
several  of  the  enemy's  transports,  but  neither  the  Monitor  nor  any 
other  Federal  man-of-war  could  be  induced  to  leave  the  protection  of  the 
guns  of  Fortress  Monroe. 
•  •••••• 

[James  H.  Kgghelle, 
Lieutenant^  C,  H.  Napy,\ 

Flag-Officer  John  R.  Tucker, 
Commanding  Confederate  Naval  Forces^  Charleston^  S.  C, 

[The  remainder  of  the  letter  not  found. — Compilers.] 

Ezpenditnre  of  ihot,  iheU,  and  powder  [by  tho  C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry]  in  engagement  on 
8th  and  9th  [Maroh,  1862]. 

30  12^-poniul  charf|:eB,  X-inch  pivot.  '  35  9-ponnd  charges,  8-iDrh  broadside. 
41  16-pound  charges,  8-iiich  pivot.  '  19  8-ponnd  charges,  8-inch  broadside. 
5  12-pouiid  charges,  8-incli  pivot.  |  16  6-pound  charges,  rifled  32-pounder.       , 
8  8-pound  charges,  8-ini'h  pivot.  |  ' 

Loaded  shell. 

30  X-inch  shell;   20  of  liVsecondn.   10  of  j  19  8  inch  solid  shot. 
10-seconds.  16  rifiod  shell,  32-pounder. ' 

92  8-inch  sheU ;   46  of  15-secondH,  46  of  | 
10-«oconds. 

Note. — The  banding  of  tlie  port  rifled  32-pounder,  57  cwt.,  gun  burst 
after  the  tliird  fire,  rendering  it  useless  for  the  rest  of  the  action. 

Expended  during  the  iiction,  138  shell  of  all  descrixitions  and  19  solid 
shot. 

Report  of  Major-Oeneral  Hnger,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  Norfolk. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  March  10^  1862. 

Str:  I  telegraphed  yesterday  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  fact  of  the 
naval  engagement  on  the  8th  and  9th  instants.  As  the  battle  was 
fought  by  the  navy,  Flag-Officer  Forrest  will  no  doubt  report  to  the 
Navy  Department  the  result  of  the  engagement. 

The  batteries  at  SewelFs  Point  opened  fire  on  the  steamers  Minnesota 
and  Roanoke^  which  attempted  on  the  8th  to  pass  to  Newport  News  to 
the  assistance  of  the  frigates  attacked  by  the  Virginia.  The  Minnesota 
ran  aground  l>efore  reaching  there.  Tlie  Roanoke  was  struck  several 
times,  and  for  some  cause  turned  around  and  went  back  to  Old  Point. 

The  two  sailing  vessels  {Cumberland  and  Congress)  were  destroyed — 
the  first  sunk  and  the  other  burned  by  the  Virginia — and  on  the  9th 

*See  p. — . 
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the  Minnesota^  still  aground,  would  probably  have  been  destroyed  but 
for  the  ironclad  battery  of  the  enemy  called,  I  think,  the  Monitor.  The 
Virginia  and  this  battery  were  in  actual  contact,  without  inflicting 
serious  injury  on  either. 

At  2  p.  m.  on  yesterday,  tbe  9th,  all  our  vessels  came  up  to  the  navy 
yard  for  repairs.  The  Virginia^  1  understand,  ha«  gone  into  dock  for 
repairs,  which  will  be  made  at  once.  This  action  shows  the  power  and 
endurance  of  ironclad  vessels.  Gannon  shot  do  not  harm  them,  and 
they  can  pass  batteries  or  destroy  large  ships.  A  vessel  like  the  Vir- 

ginia or  the  Monitory  with  her  two  guns,  can  pass  any  of  our  batteries 
with  impunity.  The  only  means  of  stopping  them  is  by  vessels  of  the 
same  kind.  The  Virginia^  being  the  most  powerful,  can  stop  the  3fo7it- 
tor,  but  a  more  powerful  one  would  run  her  down  or  ashore.  As  the 
enemy  can  build  such  boats  faster  than  we,  they  could,  when  so  pre- 

pared, overcome  any  place  accessible  by  water.  How  these  powerftil 
machines  are  to  be  stopped  is  a  problem  I  can  not  solve.  At  present, 
in  the  Virginia^  we  have  the  advantage;  but  we  can  not  tell  how  long 
this  may  last. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, Benj.  Huoer, 

Major- Oeneraly  Commanding. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Innpecior  General. 

Report  of  Kijor-Oonaral  Kagrader,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the  Peninsola, 
of  hii  cooperation  with  naval  attack. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Peninsula, 
Yonng*8  Farm^  Virginia.^  March  10^  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  at  9  p.  m.  on  the 
8th  instant,  of  your  telegram  announcing  the  glorious  achievement  of 
the  C.  S.  war  steamer  Virginia^  and  to  report  that  before  daylight  I  had 
troops  on  the  way  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Newport  News  and 
proceeded  in  person  to  join  them. 

On  my  arrival  I  found  my  advance  guard  of  one  regiment  of  infantry, 
Colonel  Cumming,  Tenth  Georgia,  and  some  300  cavalry  (of  ours)  drawn 
up  in  line  of  battle  within  I  mile  of  Newport  News  and  COO  yards  of  the 
enemy's  pickets  of  infantry  and  cavalry. 

As  I  obtained  from  all  quarters  reliable  information  of  the  enemy's 
great  strength,  which  was  verified  by  our  observation  of  the  fort  and 
vicinity,  amounting  to  at  least  12,000  infantry  at  Newport  News  alone, 
which  at  any  moment  could  be  increased  to  18,000  from  Fort  Monroe,  I 
saw  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  do  anything  toward  attacking  the 
fort.  My  own  troops,  which  are  obliged  to  be  divided  to  defend  the 
two  roads,  Yorktown  and  Warwick,  being  when  united  only  about  4,000 
infantry,  450  cavalry,  and  a  few  pieces  of  light  artillery,  the  larger 
number  being  too  heavy  to  bring  over  the  roads,  which  are  recently 
worse  than  ever. 

Finding,  as  I  anticipated,  that  the  naval  attack  produced  no  effect 
ui)on  the  fort  except  to  increase  its  garrison,  1  contented  myself  with 
occupying  the  most  advanced  posts,  Bethel  and  Young's  Mill,  where 
the  troops  are  now. 

I  believe  the  enemy's  plan  was  to  ascend  James  Biver  by  land  and 
water^  to  attack  and  capture,  if  possible,  Jamestown  Island,  which 
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On  Sauday  morning  last  the  officers  and  men  in  uniform  were  assem- 
bled in  the  sail  loft  iu  the  navy  yard  and  formed  into  a  hollow  square, 

with  the  officers  in  the  center.  When  uncovered  the  enclosed  general 
order  was  read,  then  your  letter,  followed  by  the  resolution  of  Con- 

gress. The  whole  scene  was  quite  impressive,  and  the  officers  and  men 
properly  appreciated  the  honor  conferred  upon  them  by  their  country. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Frankn.  Buchanan, 

Flag- Officer. 
Hon.  S.  E,  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond, 

[Enclosure.] 

General  Order.]  Naval  Hospital,  March  J21, 1862. 
Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 

practicable,  Commander  John  B.  Tucker,  the  senior  officer  present 
under  my  comniand,  will  cause  to  be  read  in  one  of  the  public  build- 

ings of  the  navy  yard,  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
James  liiver  Squadron,  the  enclosed  communication  from  the  Hon. 
S,  U.  Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  forwarding  a  resolution  of  thanks 
from  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  for  our  vic- 

tories over  our  enemies  on  the  8th  and  9th  instant. 
The  flag  officer  takes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  officers  and 

crews  under  his  command  his  thanks  for  the  gallantry,  i)erseverance, 
and  determination  with  which  they  sustained  on  those  days  the  honor 
of  the  flag  and  the  country.  They  may  very  soon  be  called  upon  to 
give  some  further  evidence  that  they  will  sust^iin  the  high  character 
and  reputation  acquired  by  the  squadron  in  that  conflict. 

Frankn.  Buchanan, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  Squadron,  Waters  of  Virginia. 

Retoluti^  of  thanki  to  the  offioen  and  erewi  of  the  Patrick  Henry,  Jameitown,  Teaser 
and  other  ▼eaeeli  for  gaUant  condnet 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  That 
the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  officers 
and  crews  of  the  Patrick  Henry,  Jamestown,  Teaser,  and  other  vessels 
engaged,  lor  their  gallant  conduct  and  bearing  in  the  naval  conibat 
and  brilliant  victory  on  the  waters  of  James  Biver  on  the  8th  and  9th 
of  Mnrch,  1862. 

Approved,  April  IG,  1862. 

Letter  of  ooDgratalation  from  Tlag-Offioer  TattnaU,  C.  8.  HaTj,  to  Flag-Offloer  Bnehanan, 0.  8.  H aTj. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  March  12, 1862. 
Mt  Dear  Buchanan  :  The  reports  from  Norfolk  have  kept  us  in  a 

state  of  hopeful  but  painful  anxiety  in  regard  to  your  unexampled 

combat  ofi*  Newport  News,  until  the  accounts  of  last  evening  reported the  result  and  the  return  of  the  ships  \o  Norfolk.  I  congratulate  you, 
my  dear  friend,  with  all  my  heart  and  soul,  on  the  glory  you  have 
gained  for  the  Confederacy  and  yourself.  The  whole  affair  is  unex- 

ampled, and  will  carry  your  name  to  every  comer  of  the  Christian 
world  and  be  on  the  tongue  of  every  man  who  deals  in  salt;  water. 
That  which  I  admire  most  in  the  whole  affair  is  the  bold  contideuce 
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with  which  you  undertook  au  untried  thing.  To  have  faltered,  or  to 
have  doubted,  might  have  been  fatal,  but  you  proved  yourself  (as  the 
old  Navy  always  esteemed  you)  a  man  not  of  doubt  or  faltering  when 
you  had  undertaken  an  adventure.  If  your  wound  be  severe  I  shall 
regret  it,  but  if  it  be  not  so,  your  friends  will  not  find  fault,  as  it 
crowns  your  worth. 

I  hope  that  Congress  will  make  you  an  admiral,  and  put  you  at  the 
head  of  the  Navy.  You  have  my  vote  for  it  from  my  very  heart,  and 
I  am  sure  that  all  your  seniors  will  cry  ''Amen."  You  do  not  know 
how  much  you  have  aided  in  removing  the  gloom  which  recent  military 
events  had  cast  over  us.  Do  let  some  friend  at  your  bedside  write  me 
one  line  to  tell  me  the  nature  of  your  wound. 

God  bless  you,  my  dear  Buchanan. 
Your  friend,  very  truly, 

JosiAH  Tattnall. 
Franklin  Buchanan, 

Flag-Officer,  G.  8,  Navy. 
P.  S. — The  enemy  have  cut  us  off  from  Fort  Pulaski,  but  the  fort  is 

well  supplied  with  provisions,  etc.,  and  is  in  excellent  condition. 

Letter  of  oongratiilation  from  Major-Oeneral  Magrader,  C.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Offioer  Buohanan, 0.  8.  Navy. 

Headquarters, 
Younffs  Mill,  Virginia^  March  10,  1862, 

Commodore  :  It  is  with  the  most  cordial  satisfaction  that  I  tender 
you  my  most  hearty  congratulatious  on  the  glorious  aud  brilliant 
victory  you  achieved  over  the  enemy  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last.  I 
consider  it  the  greatest  achievement  of  the  age,  and  am  delighted 
beyond  expression  that  it  was  accomplished  under  your  ausi)ices  and 
that  of  my  friend  Lieutenant  Oatesby  ap  K.  Jones. 

I  went  down  in  x)erson  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  attack,  aud  had 
given  some  orders  for  the  movement  of  troops  aud  one  of  my  regi- 

ments, with  250  cavalry,  and  remained  in  front  of  the  works  wfthin  a 
mile  aud  a  half  for  some  two  hours  yesterday  without  artillery,  but 
though  very  strong — I  think  at  least  15,000 — they  did  not  come  out  to 
attack  us. 

I  regret  to  hear  tliat  you  are  wounded,  but  hope  your  wound  will  not 
prove  serious. 

I  send  you  this  hasty  expression  of  my  extreme  satisfaction  by 
Sergeant  Tabb,  whose  departure  I  can  not  delay. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  remain,  commodore,  very  sincerely,  yours, 
J.  Bankhead  Magrudeu, 

Major-  Oe7ieral,  Commanding. 
Commodore  Buchanan,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Letter  from  Lleatenant  Jonee,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  lieutenant  Davidson,  C.  8.  Navy,  reg^arding  the 
engagement  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Yiiginia  (Merrimack)  in  Hampton  Boads,  March  9,  1862. 

Saffold,  Eaely  County,  Va.  [Ga.],  August  20y  1862. 

My  Dear  Davidson  :  *It  has  recently  come  to  my  knowledge  that 
Captain  Fairfax  has  been  making  ill-natured  remarks  in  regard  to  the 
Virginians  not  taking  the  Minnesota.  In  these  uncertain  times  I  think 
that  those  best  acquaiuted  with  the  facts  should  state  them^  hence 
this  letter. 
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I  was  ill  command  on  that  day  and  solely  responsible  for  the  manner 
that  the  ship  was  fought,  but  it  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  a  matter  of  con- 

gratulation with  me  that  those  next  in  rank  were  officers  in  whose 
judgment  I  could  confide. 

The  action  lasted  near  four  hours.  We  had  run  into  the  Monitory 
causing  us  to  leak,  and  had  received  a  shot  from  her  which  came  near 
disabling  the  machinery,  but  continued  to  fight  her  until  she  was  driven 
into  shoal  water.  The  Minnesota  appeared  so  badly  damaged  that  we 
did  not  believe  that  she  could  ever  move  again.  The  pilots  refused  to 
)lace  us  any  nearer  to  her  (they  had  once  run  us  aground).  About  12 
o'clock]  the  pilots  declared  that  if  we  did  not  go  up  to  Norfolk  then, 
}hat  we  could  not  do  so  until  the  next  day.  I  consulted  with  Simms, 
whose  decided  opinion  was  that  the  action  should  cease,  and  directed 
him  to  get  your  opinion.  He  informed  me  that  you  agreed  with  him. 
Shortly  after  I  ordered  the  ship  to  be  taken  to  Norfolk. 

This  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  facts  as  I  regarded  them,  and  I  should 
very  much  like  to  have  letters  from  you  and  Simms,  each  giving  the 
reasons  that  made  it,  in  his  judgment,  advisable  to  discontinue  the 
fight  at  the  timQ  we  did.  I  would  write  to  Simms  myself,  but  do  not 
know  where  to  find  him.  You  worJd  much  oblige  me  by  communicat- 

ing with  him.  Perhaps  you  had  better  send  him  this  letter,  but  let  me 
have  a  reply  from  you  without  awaiting  his,  as  I  am  very  anxious  to 
receive  the  letters  before  commencing  active  operations  in  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, 
Hoping  soon  to  hear  from  you,  I  remain,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

0.  AP  R.  Jones. 
Lieutenant  Hunter  Davidson,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Bichmondy  Va. 

Latter  from  Lieutenant  Bavidion,  C.  8.  Havy,  to  lieutenant  Jones,  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 
engagement  in  Hampton  Boadi,  Virginia,  March  9,  1862. 

Oxford,  N.  0.,  September  1J2,  1862. 

My  Dear  Jones  :  •  •  •  I  am  satisfied  myself  that  you  dirl  all 
that  any  other  ofiicer  could  or  would  have  donie.  It  was  unfortunate 
that  you  could  not  have  had  some  idea  of  how  near  old  Van  Brunt  was 
to  leaving  the  ship,  but  since  the  greatest  man  can  not  possess  any  of 
the  supernatural,  you  did  all  that  your  country  could  have  expected 
of  you. 

We  are  all  in  high  spirits  at  the  prospect  of  getting  i)os8ession  of  old 
Maryland  agaui.    Have  we  not  great  cause  for  congratulation  upon  our 
successes ? 

Always  happy  to  hear  from  you. 
Very  truly,  your  friend. 

Hunter  Davidson. 

[Lieutenant  Oatesby  ap  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Jonee,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Lientenant  Bavideoo,  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 
engagement  in  Hampton  Boada,  ̂ rginia* 

Saffold,  [Ga.],  October  i,  1862. 
MyDeab  Davidson  :  The  endeavor  to  equip  the  Chattahoochie  has 

kept  me  moving  so  much  that  yours  of  the  12th  only  reached  me  a  few 
days  since. 
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I  was  iDucb  ̂ ^ratified  by  it,  though  your  couclnsiniis  are  not  stat^ 
io  tU©  manner  I  would  prefer.  What  I  shonld  very  tntiftli  like  ti>  hai^^ 

from  you  is  a  liriel'  narrative  of  the  facts  as  they  appeared  at  tlifi  time 
to  yon.  and  npon  which  was  based  your  opinion  as  lo  the  propriety  of 
running  up  t*}  Norfolk  when  we  did.  A  aoniewbat  similar  Rtatemoat  to 
that  in  my  letter  to  yon  would  be  all  suflBcient.  Ae  to  what  we  learned 

afterwards,  tlmt  is  n  difl'erent  thing.  For  instance,  had  I  known  llie 
jjilots  a«  t  liey  afterwards  ])roved  themselves,  I  would  have  fon-ed  tlieni 
to  place  us  nearer  the  Minnegota,  et«.  Y(»n  say  nothing  of  8inimn.  I 
should  like  lo  have  his  address,  if  you  Uiive  not  sent  him  the  letter  J 
wrote  you  asking  him  also  for  a  statement.  Do  let  me  have  your  rep] 
as  soon  as  possible. 

(( ',  M'  It.  Jones.]  I 

[Lieutenant  Hitntkr  Davidson,  C.  S,  Navy.] 

C.  S.  S.  TnBPKDo, 
fiul/marine  Batlerieit,  James  River,  Ya.,  Octolter  M,  It 

My  Dbah  Jonk«:  Only  a  few  days  since  I  received  yours  of  the  1 
instant,  the  delay  owing  in  part  to  the  mails,  and  much  perhaps  to  t^ 
fact  that  my  family  being  at  Chester  (about  halfway  between  Rirhmond 
and  Ptitersburg,  ou  the  railroad),  and  not  having  occasion  to  write  to 
me,  I  have  not  enquired  at  the  post-ofliee  for  some  weeks. 

I  have  misplaced  your  first  letter  upon  the  Merrimach  flght.  [  don't 
exactly  recollect  the  narration  referred  to  in  your  last,  but  I  will  endeavor 
to  go  over  the  ground  of  the  9th  March,  18C2,  off  Newport  News,  to 
yonr  satisfaction,  for  I  have  ever  since  believed  thiit  your  position  as 
commander  of  the  Virginia  was  the  most  dilScult  of  the  war,  and  that 
yonr  conduct  on  that  occasion  merited  more  commendation  than  did 
Admiral  Buchanan  for  the  battle  of  the  8th,  the  day  before. 

At  daylight  ou  the  morning  of  the  9th  March,  18G2,  you  and  myself 
entered  into  conversation  on  the  upper  deck  of  the  Virginia  in  regard 
to  the  course  t^  be  pursued  in  the  action,  which  we  all  saw  must  take 

place  between  ourselves  and  the  enemy's  ironclad,  the  Monitor,  then  in 
sight  at  anchor  off  New^wrt  News.  You  expressed  your  determination 
to  attiM-k  and  ram  her,  and  to  keep  vigorously  at  her  until  tlio  contest 
was  decided,  and  you  left  the  impression  upon  my  mind  that  the 
engagement  could  only  end  in  the  overthrow  of  either  the  enemy 
or  ourselves.  As  soon  as  wo  could  make  preparations  and  get  undei'- 
way,  the  Virginia  stood  toward  the  Minneiota,  then  aground  on  the  17- 
foot  siioal  ofiF  New^jort  News,  and  was  met  in  a  short  time  by  the  Monitor. 
The  action  was  carried  on  bjr  maneuvers,  which,  between  ironclads, 
necessarily  consumed  inuch  time,  only  exchanging  shots  when  they 

were  BUpiwsed  to  take  ctl'ect.  The  Monitor  engaging  so  much  of  your attention, you  had  little  time  to  attnck  the  Minnesota,  nn  it  was  evident 
the  former's  object  was  to  relieve  the  latter  by  drawing  ns  off.  Whilst 
this  novel  warfare  was  going  on,  the  Virginia  wiis  run  agronnd  by  the 
pilotn,  and  remained  so  for  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  I  think.  It 
WHS  during  the  grounding  of  the  Virginia  that  the  Monitor  received  her 
Wiij)  de  gr&ve  and  hauled  off  ou  the  shoals,  out  of  the  reach  of  our  guns, 
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and  gave  us  the  opportunity  to  fire  about  eleven  shells  from  my  big 
bow  gun  at  the  Minnesota^  six  of  which,  not  exploding  prematurely  as 
the  rest  did,  appeared  to  take  effect,  although  we  were  1  mile  distant, 
and  one  of  which  blew  up  a  large  steamer  alongside  of  the  Minnesota^ 
killing  21  men  and  wounding  many  others.  When  the  Virginia  was 
floated  again,  I  was  informed  that  the  pilots  declared  that  it  was  impos- 

sible for  as  to  get  nearer  the  Minnesota.  This  circumstance,  together 
with  the  fact  that  our  officers  and  men  were  completely  broken  down 
by  two  days'  and  a  night's  continuous  work  with  the  heaviest  rifled 
ordnance  in  the  world,  and  that  the  ship  was  believed  to  be  seriously 
injured  by  ramming  and  sinking  the  Cumberland^  and  that  if  she  should 
run  aground  and  remain  so  in  attempting  to  reach  the  Minnesota^  she 
would  probably  open  forward  where  her  horn  had  split  the  stem, 
and  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  enemy,  and  in  consideration  also  that 
the  Monitor  was  drawn  o£f  and  sought  safety  in  shoal  water,  and  that 
the  Minnesota  was  crippled  beyond  the  hope  of  safety,  induced  you,  by 
the  advice  of  the  lieutenants  whom  you  consulted,  to  retnrn  to  Korfolk. 
I  still  think,  as  I  then  thought,  that  it  was  the  proper  course  for  you  to 
pursue,  and  that  you  had  made  the  best  fight  of  the  two  days' 
engagement. 

I  am  getting  on  slowly  here  with  the  submarines.  I  shall  soon  have 
about  12,000  pounds  powder  down  at  different  stations  on  the  river. 

My  late  experiments  prove  that  powerful  galvanic  batteries  can  be 
relied  ou  to  act  with  unerring  certainty  at  the  distance  of  a  half  mile 
under  water.  This  is  the  way  we  should  obstruct  all  our  rivers  if  suffi- 

cient powder  can  be  got.  I  don't  believe  you  can  find  a  Yankee  to  risk 
a  blowiug  up. 
The  Navy  generally  is  not  getting  on  well  here — too  much  jealousy, 

etc.  Everyone  wants  notoriety  and  promotion,  and  I  think  a  good 
many  are  looking  out  chiefly  for  "No.  1." 

M.  F.  Maury  has  gone  to  Europe  with  about  $4,000,000  for  gunboats, 
etc.  A.  B.  Fairfax,  with  his  son  and  Buck  Murdaugh  and  $5^,000,  are 
on  their  way  to  Northern  Alabama,  in  the  coal  and  iron  region,  to 
establish  a  naval  foundry,  'tis  said,  of  vast  proportions.  Wood,  with  a 
few  picked  men,  is  operating  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  getting  a 
boat  where  he  can,  shoving  off  and  burning  all  he  can.  Minor  has  his 
ordnance  shop  here  in  fine  order.  At  Drewry's  Bluff  they  are  building 
winter  quarters,  and  Butt  is  the  last  of  the  Virginia's  left.* 
•  •••••• 

HuNTBK  Davidson. 

Letter  tnsm.  lieatenant  Simmi,  C.  8.  Havy,  to  Ueatanant  Jonat,  C  8.  Havy,  regardiiig  the 
aetum  of  the  latter  ae  oommanding  offloer  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Ulrginia. 

Petebsbubg,  Va.,  December  o\  1862. 
My  Dear  Jones  :  Your  letter  of  the  21st  of  November  has  just  come 

to'hand,  and  I  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  replying  to 
your  questions. 

I  did  hear  you  ask  the  pilots  to  place  you  near  the  Minnesota^  and  I 
not  only  heard  them  tell  you  that  they  could  get  no  nearer  to  her,  but 
they  told  me  so,  too.  The  ship  had  been  aground  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  Minnesota^  and  a  short  time  after  she  floated  the 
Monitor  ran  into  shoal  water  and  c^ksed  firing.  It  was  about  this  time 
that  you  asked  my  opinion  as  to  our  further  movements,  and  I  unhesi- 

tatingly gave  as  my  opinion  (the  pilots  sajring  that  we  could  not  get  to 

*  Matter  omitted  of  a  personal  natore. 
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the  Minnesota)  that  we  were  only  wasting  ammunition  without  doing 
any  damage.  I  also  consulted  with  Lieutenant  Davidson,  who  coin- 

cided with  me.  I  had  also  heard  that  the  ship  was  leaking  badly 
forward,  and  that  it  would  be  imx)ossible  for  the  ship  to  be  taken  to 
Korfolk  until  the  day  following,  unless  we  took  advantage  of  that  day's 
tide,  and  as  there  was  nothing  for  us  to  fight  (the  Monitor  having 
gotten  out  of  our  reach),  and  the  Minnesota  being  in  a  position  (accord- 

ing to  the  pilots)  where  we  could  not  get  at  her,  was  a  sufficient  reason 
in  my  opinion  for  ceasing  firing. 

I  do  not  remember  the  exact  conversations  that  occurred  between 
Lieutenant  Davidson  and  myself  when  I  consulted  with  him  in  regard 
to  cease  firing,  but  I  do  remember  that  he  fully  agreed  with  me  that  it 
was  best  to  do  so,  and  to  go  to  Norfolk. 

With  the  hopes  that  you  may  be  not  only  succcessful  in  getting  to 
sea,  but  successful  in  worrying  the  Yankees  when  you  get  out,  I 
remain, 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 
Charles  0.  Simms. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  Ap  K.  Jones, 
Commanding  Steamer  Chattahoochee^  Saffold,  Ga. 

Hominatloii  of  Captain  Bnehaiian  to  be  admiral  in  the  C.  S.  Navy  for  gaUant  conduct  in 
the  engagement  in  Hampton  Boadi,  Karoh  8,  1862. 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Bichmondy  August  19, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  the  following  nominations  for 
appointment  in  tbe  Navy,  under  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ̂ ^  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the 
Navy,  approved  March  16,  1861,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
AprU  21, 1862. 
Admiral, — Franklin  Buchanan,  of  Maryland,  a  captain  in  the  Navy 

of  the  Confederate  States,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  attack- 
ing the  enemy's  fleet  in  Hampton  Eoads  and  destroying  the  frigate 

Congressj  sloop  of  war  Cumberlandj  and  three  small  steamers,  whilst  in 
command  of  the  squadron  in  the  waters  of  Virginia,  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1862. 
*  •  •  •  •  •  • 

With  much  respect,  1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  R.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
The  Pbesident. 

Appointment  aa  commander  from  the  Beeretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
lientenant  Jonea,  C.  8.  H avy. 

CONFEDEBATB   STATES   OF  AMEBIGA, 
Navy  Department,  Richmond,  May  6, 1863. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  infoimed  that  the  President  has  appointed  you, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  commander  iu  the 
Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  rank  from  the  29th  day  of  April, 
1863,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  as  executive  and  ordnance 
officer  of  the  steamer  Virginia  in  the  action  in  Hampton  Roads  on  the 

sth  of  March,  1862,  and  in  the  action  at  Drewry's  Blufif  on  the  15th  of 
May,  1862. 
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Should  you  accept  the  appointment,  you  will  notify  this  Department 
thereof. 

Begistereil  No.  30.    The  lowest  number  takes  rank. 
S.  R.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Commander  Catesby  ap  K.  Jones,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Charlotte,  N.  C, 

Latter  from  lieatenant  Wood,  C.  8.  H aTjr,  to  Commander  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
promotion  of  the  latter. 

Private  and  confidential.] 
Confederate  States  of  America, 

Executive  Department^  Richmond^  Ya,j  May  14, 1863. 
My  Dear  Mb.  Jones  :  The  story  of  your  promotion  is  a  long  one,  and 

I  can  not  give  you  now  the  details,  but  will  when  we  meet. 
I  did  not  notice  the  omission  of  the  battle  of  the  9th,  or  I  would  have 

had  it  corrected  at  once.  I  know  that  it  was  for  the  Monitor  fight  that 
the  President  directed  your  name  to  be  sent  in  for  promotion.  He  could 
not  have  noticed  the  omission,  for  he  has  been  sick  for  the  last  six 
weeks,  and  yesterday  was  at  the  office  for  the  first  time  in  a  mouth,  and 
so  signed  the  papers  as  they  were  laid  before  him. 

But  even  if  this  were  not  so,  you  must  not  think  of  declining  promo- 
tion.  In  this  mighty  struggle  all  private  feelings  mast  be  laid  aside. 
The  question  is.  Can  you  be  of  more  use  as  a  commander  than  as  a 
lieutenant?  You  owe  it  to  the  country  and  service  to  accept  it.  The 
latter  is  almost  unanimous  in  awarding  you  promotion.  For  yourself 
and  friends,  you  ought  to  accept. 

At  the  proper  time  I  will  bring  this  before  the  President,  for  some 
notice  should  be  taken  of  it. 

I  will  bear  in  mind  your  brother^s  application.    As  soon  as  the 
President  recovers  sufficiently,  I  take  it,  the  appointments  in  the  Pro- 

visional Navy  will  be  made. 
Truly,  yours,  etc. 

J.  Taylor  Wood. 
[Commander  <3atesby  ap  K.  Jones.] 

Letter  fh>m  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Jonee,  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 
promotion  of  the  latter. 

Naval  Commandant's  Office, 
Mobile^  May  14,  18(>3. 

Dear  Jones:  Your  letter  reached  me  by  this  day's  mail.  I  am 
sincerely  rejoiced  to  hear  of  your  promotion  at  last.  It  ought  to 
have  been  given  to  you  long  ago.  Why  the  fight  with  the  Monitor 
was  not  mentioned  I  know  not,  except  as  there  was  no  ca])ture  or 
material  damage  done  to  her,  Mr.  Mallory  may  think  it  not  necessary 
to  mention  it.  I  really  do  not  think  you  ought  to  refuse  your  promo- 

tion on  that  account.  Your  previous  and  subsequent  services  to  the 
9th  of  March  entitled  you  to  your  promotion.  Let  me  know  what  Mr. 
Mallory  says  after  he  receives  your  letter.  I  am  sure  he  has  no  inten- 

tion to  reflect  upon  you.  My  squadron  is  increasing  fast,  and  I  want 
good  officers  to  command  the  new  steamers  now  under  construction.  I 
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also  want  a  fleet  captain  and  flag-lientenant.  I  wish  you  and  Minor 
could  join  me  as  commanders  of  some  of  the  steamers,  or  fleet  captain 
and  flag-lieutenant,  if  they  won't  promote  M. 

I  am  anxious  to  have  another  crack  at  the  vile  vagabonds.  It  would 

please  me  not  a  little  to  sink  my  old  ship,  the  Susqtiehanna^  now  ofl*  this 
harbor.  We  shall  soon  hear  stirring  news  from  Tennessee  and  Missis- 

sippi. The  fight  has  commenced  near  Baymond,  [Miss.].  Our  victory 
was  a  glorious  one  on  the  Eappahannock,  but  General  Jackson's  loss  is 
a  terrible  blow  to  the  country. 

Eegards  to  all  friends  who  may  be  with  yon. 
Sincerely,  your  friend,  etc., 

Franklin  Buchanan. 
Commander  0.  ap  R.  Jones,  C.  S.  Kavy, 

Charlotte^  K.  C. 

liettor  from  Commandar  Jones,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate 
States,  aeoepting  promotion. 

Ohaelotte,  N.  C,  May  J21, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 

cation of  the  6th  iustant,  informing  me  tliat  the  President  has  appointed 
me,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  a  commander  in  the  Navy  of 
the  Confederate  States,  to  rank  from  the  29th  day  of  April,  1803,  *'for 
gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  as  executive  and  ordnance  officer  of 
tlie  steamer  Virginia  in  the  action  in  Hampton  Hoads  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1862,  and  in  tbe  action  of  Drewry's  Bluff  on  tlie  15th  of  May, 
1802,''  and,  as  requested,  I  respectfully  notify  the  Department  that  I 
accept  the  appointment. 

In  your  letter  to  tbe  President  of  April  7, 1862,  accompanying  Flag- 
Oificer  Buclianan's  official  report  of  the  actions  of  the  Virginia  on  the 
8th  and  9th  of  March,  1802,  you  were  ])leased  to  refer  in  higlily  compli- 

mentary terms  to  my  services  whilst  in  command  of  the  Virginia  after 
Flag-Officer  Buchanan  was  wounded  on  the  8th  of  March,  and  also  on 
the  9th  in  the  fight  with  the  Monitor.  I  allude  to  this,  as  you  are 
aware,  for  the  first  time,  and  would  not  do  so  now  but  that  as  no  men- 

tion of  these  services  is  made  in  the  commission  I  have  just  accepte<l, 
my  silence  might  be  construed  into  an  admission  that  I  did  not  consider 
them  as  important  as  those  named. 
My  promotion  would  have  been  far  more  valued  had  the  commission 

have  noticed  my  services  whilst  in  command  of  the  Virginia. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Catbsby  ap  K.  Jones, 
Commander^  C,  S.  Nary. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Malloby, 
Setretary  of  the  Kavy^  Richmond^  Va. 

Bapport  du  Commandant  da  Oaisondi  inr  lo  combat  naval  livr^  dans  la  rade  Hampton  entra 
las  foiroM  FM^ralat  et  oaUes  des  Confed^r^  : 

Extraits.] 
1  er  combat  le  S  mara. 

Le  8  an  matin,  petite  brise  de  N.  N.  O.,  tres  beau  temps,  faible  jusant- 
Vers  midi  40'  une  masse,  ayant  I'aspect  d'un  toit  de  caserne^  surmonte 
d'uR  large  tuyau,  apparut  k  I'entr^e  d'Elizabeth  Eiver  un  pen  en  dedans 
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de  la  xiointe  Sewalls.  On  reconnat  imnK^diatement  le  Merrimacj  qui, 
escorts  de  deux  caunonnieres  (le  Beaufort  et  le  Raleigh),  s'avancait  lente- 
meiit  vers  le  cheDal  de  Hampton  Boads.  Apres  qaelques  evolations 
etfecta^es  sans  doute  pour  s^assnrer  du  bon  fonctiounenient  de  aa 
machine,  le  Merrimac  sembla  un  instant  retourner  vers  Norfolk;  mais 
peu  apres,  il  reprit  franchenieut  sa  marche,  se  dirigeant,  avec  une 
Vitesse  apparente  de  6  no^nds,  versles  fregatos  Federales  k  voiles  Oum- 
berland  et  Congress,  inouilli^es  ti  Teutree  de  la  riviere  James. 

Les  deux  cannonieresetaient  resides  j\  I'entr^e  de  la  riviere  Elizabeth, 
pour  surveiller  le  mouvement  des  navires  Fed^raux  mouilles  sous  la 
forteresse  Monroe. 

Les  forces  maritimes  Fed^rales,  au  mouillage,  se  composaient  de  la 
fregate  h  helice  Minnesota^  toujours  sous  pression  et  en  branlebas  de 

combat  depuis  plus  d*un  niois;  de  la  fregate  ̂   helice  Roanoke,  en  bran- 
lebas egalement,  mais  qu'une  negligence  inexplicable  laissait  depuis 

quatre  mois  avec  son  arbre  de  couche  cass^,  et  qui  essayait  de  tromi>er 
rennemi  par  un  inutile  <ichappement  de  vapeur;  de  la  fregate  'k  voiles 
8L  Lawrence  aiTivee  la  veille  pour  remplacer  le  Cumberland  'X  Newport 
News,  etquiavaitmouill6  h  grande  distance  en  dehors;  de  deux  trois- 
muts  arm^*s  chacun  de  6  canons-.  II  y  avait,  en  outre,  4  canonnieres  ii 
rones  ou  ̂   helice,  nne  demidouzaine  de  tugboats  (portaut  chacun  un 
canon  Parrot  de  30)  et  une  quantitc  dgale  de  ferrys. 
Aucun  de  ces  navires  ne  parut  s'apercevoir  de  I'arrivee  en  rade  de 

leur  redoutable  ennemi,  etce  nefut  que,  plus  d'uu  quart  d'heure  apres 
son  apparition,  qu^un  coup  de  canon  tir6  par  une  des  canonnieres 
annon^a  qu'il  etait  en  vue. 

Vers  1^  30'  seulement,  le  Minnesota  hissa  son  grand  foe  et  mit  en 
marche  i\  petite  vitesse,  aide  par  un  tugboat  le  reniorquant  par  tribord. 
Le  Roanoke  remorque  par  deux  tugboats  le  suivait  plus  lentement 
encore.  Arriv^  pres  de  Kip  liaps,  le  Minnesota  stoppa  et  elongea  des 
amarres  comnie  pour  prendre  le  Roanoke  i\  la  remorque;  mais  il  parut 
bientot  y  renoncer,  et,  vers  2'»  enfin  il  remit  en  marche,  se  dirigeant, 
avec  7  ou  8  nceuds  de  vitesse,  vers  Newport  News  oii  le  combat 
s'engageait.  Son  tugboat  (le  Dragon)  se  porta  alors  au  secours  du 
Roanoke  qui  continua  k  s'avancer  avec  lenteur,  ses  trois  remorqueurs  ne 
X>oavant  qu'a  grand  peine  lui  faire  refouler  le  courant.  La  canonniere 
^  roues  Whitehall  et  la  canonniere  ii  h(^]ice  Mystic  so  porterent  aussi 
versNewjwrt  News,  mais  elles  ne  prirent  qu'une  part  tres  mediocre  au combat. 

A  mesare  quo  ces  navires  arriv^rent  par  le  travers  de  la  batterie  de 
Sewalls  Point,  cette  batterie  ouvrit  le  feu  sur  eux;  ils  y  repondirent; 
mais  ce  tir  iSb  grande  portee  (2,500'"  environ)  auquel  se  joiguit  celui  de 
£ip  Raps,  ne  dut  produire  qu'un  ef!'et  insiguifiant. 

Vers  2**  30' le  J/t/ine«o/a  s'echoua  sur  les  accores  nord  de  Hampton 
middle  ground,  ̂   un  mille  de  Newport  News.  Les  batteries  et  les  canon- 

nieres da  Sud  le  canonnercnt  i\  grande  distsincc.  Le  Roanoke  alors, 
craignant  sans  doute  aussi  un  echouage,  que  son  ])eu  de  vitesse  rendait 
imminent,  changea  de  route,  et,  larguant  ses  voiles,  revint  au  mouil- 

lage sous  la  forteresse  ou  il  arriva  vers  4^\  Les  remorqueurs  se  ])orte- 
rent  aa  secours  du  Minnesota.  Le  Mystic  revint  aussi  au  mouillage  vers 

la  m^me  heure,  et  lafrdgate  St.  Lawrence  (jui,  Jusiiu'alors,  s'etait  dirigee 
continaellement  versl'endroit  engage,  imita  egalement  la  manieuvre  du 
Roanoke  et  da  Mystic. 

Le  Merrimao  cependant  n'avait  pas  cesse  de  se  diriger  vers  les  fre- 
gatesqa'ilvoulait  detruire;  les  2 canonnieres  Favaient  rejoint,  eta  2^*  il 
se  trouvait  &  Pentrc^e  de  James  Eiver. 
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J!  futimmMiatonientsiUati  p:iruiie  violaiit« canonuade  ilea  2  IWgatea 

ftjt  de«  batteries  do  Newport  News,  La  batteiie  CoTiTi^xJi'Tee  de  Pig 
Point  y  ri'potulit.  Lo  cnmbat  nous  fut  alors  en  trrando  partits  cacliC' 
par  la  poiate  qui  no  uoiis  perraettait  de  voir  uno  les  iualure»  dcs  fris- 
giites,  Maiw  nous  piiinea  coiistater  IV-nePctie  du  feu  (lui,  pendaut  an 
iiait  d'henre  Rnrtoiit,  fiit  ilea  pins  vinlenta.    On  apereevait  I'entn^e  de 
riviere  eonRtjiniuieiit  fimetti'-e  danB  t^inteslea  directions  par  les  twnleta 
,i  rieocliaient,  et  la  pnissance  des  dt-tonations  nous  iiidic|nuit  (pio 
taicnt  des  pieces  dn  plus  fort  calibre  qni  e|)rouvaient  la  cnirasse  du 

'Merrimar.  Celnici,  apri-s  avoir  envoys  unebordeo  an  Congress  la  plus 
rapprocliee  des  deux  W-gatcs,  s'avan^a  verB  le  Vumhfrland,  doat  il 
poavait  avoir  iVredimler  la  formidable  artillerie,  le  cho(|ua,  avec  nne 
vit«»se  de  1  ti  it  u«eud8  an  plus,  par  le  travers  on  lirisant  eti  partie  boh 

t'-peron.  Apien  i-tre  revenn  en  arriere  de  <leus  longueurs  ct  avoir 
envoyf'  nne  seronde  Iiordf-e  an  Cojufrrsn  lo  ifcrrimac  aborda  niie  seconde 
fois  le  Cumlirrlanil  qui  coula  presque  iiiiniediatetnent.  II  vtait  alore  2" 
."iO'  environ.  11  paraitrait  nif-me  (|no  ce  second  clioc  u'l^tait  uas ut'eeasaire. 

Leu  deux  st«aiiicrs  i'orktoien  et  •Tameslown  qui,  descendna  de  Jamea 
River,  attendaient  nu  pen  plus  hunt  le  moment  do  t'attaqne,  apres  avoir 
canoniii^  le  Coui/res't  en  patti^iit,  panircnt  alors  dans  Hampton  Itoada, 
et  engagi-rent  nu  combat  tri'B  vif  avee  les  canonnieres  Fi'deraics  ct  le 
Minnesota  toujonrs  (''chont;,  Le  Mrrriuiar  reparnt  anasi  en  dehors  do  la 
pointe,  lira  alteniativement  enr  le  Cangrexi  et  les  batteries  de  Newport 
NcwB,  pendant  que  les  canonnieres  dn  Snd  en  faisaient  antaut.  Vers 

3''  cette  fr<^gate  liissa  son  foe  et  borda  aes  hnniers,  courut  nne  longuer 
en  avant  et  aVclioua  anasit^'it  sur  les  banes  snd  de  I'entreede  la  riviere. 
I'resque  an  mr*me  instant  elle  auiena  bou  piwilloa  qu'elle  remplaoa  par 
nn  pavilion  Idann  et  pen  npri>s,  olio  en  lUBaa  uu  autre  an  graiio  nint. 
Cost  alors  que  so  possa  le  fait  snivant  dont  se  sont  plaint  les  journaux 
dn  Snd. 

Df-s  que  le  pavilion  blanc  ent  aunonei-  anx  Oonfi!di^ri''s  lareddition 
de  la  fri^gatc,  lis  eesseront  lent  f«u,  ot  nne  de  leura  canonnieres,  le 
JinJeiifh,  s'upprocha  d'elle  et  I'llongea  ])ar  babord  ponr  prendre  les 
ofliciers  et  dire  aux  boinmes  do  IVqnipnge  de  sc  reudro  iV  terre  dane 
lears  cannta ;  mais  au  mouieot  on  la  cauouuiure,  sans  defiance,  abordalt 

la  fri'gate  des  coups  de  fusil  tiri^s  par  les  Fod(?raux  caebes  dans  la 
liniere  des  bois  et  qnelques-uns  partis  du  Congress  tiierent  ct  blesserent 
plusieurs  oHicicrs  et  matelols  dn  Kaleigh.  Quelqiies  liommcs  meme  da 
Congress  furent  atteints  par  lea  balles  venant  de  terre,  Ce  fait,  dont 
Be  sont  anii'renicnt  plaint  les  OonK-deri-a,  a  et^  reprodait  par  la  plupart 
des  jonrnanx  dn  Nord  ancun  ne  I'a  coutredit;  I'un  d'enx  (le  New  York 
Herald  du  14]  te  conflrnic  nu  eontraire. 

i^e  Merrimiic  oontinua  i\  tirer  snr  les  batteries  de  Newport  News, 
juftqn'au  moment  oil  le  lialriifh  abandouiia  le  Congress  (vers  4''),  Tons 
alors  so  rapprocbtTcnt  dii  Minnesota  qui,  tonjours  celioue  et  liigi-remont 
ineJint'>  bbf  babord,  et  entoniv  de  3  on  4  gunboats,  iScliaugeait  des  bonlets k  grande  pnrtt^  avee  le  Yorlloicn  et  le  Jumestoirn. 

Le /tonnoAe  i^tait  di-ji\on  route  pontic monillagc;  lo  St.  Late reiice qni 

arrivait  an  fea^  ne  devait  y  prendre  part  qu'un  instant,  et  tout  faiaait 
croire  que  la  resistanee  dn  Minnesota  no  ponvait  sc  prolouger.  Cepen- 

dant  le  pen  de  profondenr  de  I'eau  ne  pennettiiit  pas  au  Merrimae  dc 
B'^proclier  de  la  fW-gate,  et  les  antres  navircB  6taient  d'un  trop  faible 
^bantillon  ponr  B'es]>oser  do  pres  ii  sa  pnissante  artillerie.  Ijea  com- 
*Attanta  aeniblaient,  d'aillenrs,  (''pnia(''S  pnr  lea  (Amotions  et  les  fati| 
dine  lutte  iucesBante  de  plus  de  3  bourca.     Peut-^tre,  les  Coofi-di 
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presque  assurers  de  prendre  la  frigate  le  leudemain,  ne  voolaient-ils 
pas  trop  eudommager  la  coque  ni  la  machine.  Quoiqu'il  en  soit,  le  feu 
se  ralentit  beaucoup;  vers  6^  il  dtait  compli^tement  dteiut  et  les  uavires 
disparorent  pen  k  pen  dans  la  brume  qui  estompait  leg^rement  Pho- 
rizou.  A  7^  30'  le  Congress  ̂ tait  en  feu  et  sautait  ii  miuuit  avec  uue 
detonation  ^pouvantable.  Les  Confed^r^s  avaieut  en  outre  r^ussi  k 
enlever  de  James  River  et  couduire  i\  Norfolk  le  Reindeer  bateau -citerne 

qui,  seul,  alimentait  d'eau  le  fort  et  les  navires. 
Tout  semblait  done  d^sespdr^  le  8  au  soir,  et  une  panique  g^ndrale 

semblait  s'^tre  empar^e  des  esprits.  La  terrible  machine  de  guerre,  si 
souvent  annouc^e,  6tait  enfiu  apparue,  et,  en  une  heure  h  peine,  avait 
d(3truit  deux  des  plus  forts  navires  de  I'lJniou,  fait  taire  de  puissantes batteries  de  c6te  et  vu  fuir  devant  elle  le  reste  des  forces  maritimes 
qui,  la  veille,  bloquaient  les  2  rivieres.  Plusieurs  navires  chang^rent  de 
mouillage,  et  tons  se  tinrent  prets  k  prendre  le  large  au  premier  mouve- 
ment  de  Pennemi.  Tout  ̂ tait  en  rumeur  au  Fort  Monroe;  les  ferries, 
gunboats,  et  tugboats  allaient  et  venaient  dans  toutes  les  directions, 
les  tambours  et  les  clairons  battaient  et  sonnaient  avec  une  ardeur 

inusit6;  le  Fort  Monroe  et  la  batterie  de  Eip  Eaps  (^'changeaint  des 
signaux  de  unit  sans  relache.  Malgr6  les  secours  d'une  demi-douzaine 
de  vapeurs,  le  Minnesota  ne  pouvait  parvenir  i\  se  renflouer,  et  j'ai 
appris  m^me  qu'un  conseil  de  guerre  tenu  k  ce  sujet,  avait  eu  un 
moment  la  pens^e  de  le  briUer.  D^j^  7  ou  8  pieces  avaient  6t6  jetees 
par  dessus  le  bord  et  quelques-unes  enclou^es,  lorsque  vers  8.40  arriva 
le  Monitor  (batterie  Ericsson)  qui  devait  sauver  le  Minnesota  et  le  reste 
des  navires  au  mouillage.  L'envoi  de  ce  uouvel  auxiliaire  rafiefmit  la 
confiance  ^branl^e.  II  se  dirigea  imm^diatement  vers  le  lieu  ou  la 
fregate  6tait  ̂ chou^e  et  mouilla  au  large  de  celle-ci. 

Les  navires  Conf^ddr^s  avaieut  pris  leur  poste  sous  Sewalls  Point  et 
la  nuit  se  passa  sans  incidents,  chacun  attendant  avec  impatience  les 
r6sultats  de  Pexp^rieuce  du  lendemain. 

Combat  du  9, 

Le  9  au  matin,  petite  brise  d'est,  trfes  beau  temps,  leg^ire  brume. 
Au  jour,  on  aper^ut  i\  Ten  tree  d'Elizabeth  liiver,  les  navires  Conf6d6- 

res  sous  vapeur,  le  Minnesota  toujours  immobile,  et  k  sa  gauche,  i\  peine 
visible,  une  petite  masse  noire  surmontee  d'un  panache  de  vapeur. 

A  8**  la  brume  s'6tant  completement  dissip^e,  le  Merrimac^  preci^d^  du 
Jamestown  et  du  YorJctown^  se  dirigea  vers  la  fregate  Federale.  Les 
steamers  lagers  commenc^rent  le  feu ;  mais  la  petite  masse  noire  s'^tait 
mise  en  mouvement,  et  bientdt  un  nuage  de  fum^e  et  le  bruit  de  deux 
fortes  detonations  vinrent  apprendre  aux  canonniferes  k  qui  elles  avaient 
affaire.  On  les  vit  alors  abandonner  la  partie  et  se  retirer  sous  les  bat- 

teries de  Sewalls,  laissant  le  Merrimao  d^fendre  seul  Thonneur  de  leur 
jeune  pavilion. 

Le  Minnesota  occup<^  k  se  d^s^chouer,  ne  prit  part  au  combat  (]u'i\  de 
rares  intervalles,  et  Paction  se  rdduisit  k  un  veritable  duel  entre  les 
deux  batteries. 

Le  combat  s'engagea  d'abord  k  grande  distance,  mais  les  deux 
ennemis  ne  tarderent  pas  k  se  rejoindre,  chacun  d'eux  cherchant  k 
tronver  le  d6faut  de  la  cuirasse  de  son  adversaire.  Dans  cette  lutte, 
toute  d'^volutions,  dans  un  chenal  resserr6  et  pen  profond,  le  Monitor ^ 
dent  le  tirant  d'eau  n'est  pas  la  moiti^  de  celui  du  Merrimac,  avait  un 
avantage  ̂ norme  sur  celui-ci ;  sAr  de  sa  manoBuvre  11  pouvait  aller  k 
toute  Vitesse,  se  rapprocher  ou  s'^loigner,  comme  11  le  jugeait  convenable, 



oir  i\  ledoiiter  uii  ijcUouage.     La  batterie  Couftdt'-rt'c  iie  pouvi 
  B  coiitraire,  hb  mouvoir  et  evoluer  q u'avec  lea  plas grandes  prt'cnulioL_ 
jaeiinT^  I'linbili-ti:  eviileiit^  du  son  pilote,  Dl's  le  coiiiDieiicemeitt  de 
I'aotiou,  elle  aVtait  licliom'o  et  ̂ tait  resW-e  immobile  p(;udaut  uii  quart 
d'heiicti.  (jei>eiidai]t  le  combat  coiitiimait  avec  iiiie  ardeur  ('gule, 
PlusieiirB  foifi.daiiHleiirs  (.■volutions,  lesdeuxadvorsaires  HVrlaientcauon- 
n^si\  qiielqaesmoti-eadedistHUce,  etmalgr^leuri>uiBaatiteartiUi<rie,les 
Inurds  projectiles  rebuiidiseaieitt  eii  apparence  parfHitemcut  iunflmusifs, 
tTne  foiale  Mfrrimaa  aborda  le  Monilor,  mais  soit  que  eon  Operoii  eiit  (H<5 

coiiiT)li)temi.'ut  bris^  la  veille,  soit  qa'il  fiit  plac6  trop  baut,  il  choquasou 
enuciui  ii  liuutenr  de  la  Hottaisoti  et  lie  produisit  qii'uue  Ic-gOre  di^pre«- 
sioD  8iir  la  puissaute  armature  qui  dt^feiid cette  partie.  Peu  apri'S,  la 
mat  do  pavilion  du  Meri-imaotvit  bruisi^  par  uii  boulet,et  IcsliTiuesde  la 
radeiComiiielesrompartsdelafortereBseiSalnt-rentdebnrralisfr^nrtiqHes 
oetaccident  comiiieune  victniro.  Mais  bienUU  uu  matelut  appurut  siir 

la  plateforme,  moiitrant  aa  bout  d'uue  bauipe  le  drapeau,  nil  itiHtuut 
dispani. 

Dens  on  trois  fois,  la  batterie  Ericsson  se  rapprocba  du  Minnesota  et 
inlenumpit  son  fen  pour  refroidir  set  piice».  La  frigate  alors  tirait  par 

bot'dee  801-  le  Mern'moc  qui  ripoatait  avec  vigweurctdontuii  dusboidets 
Irappa  la  tbaudii're  du  tugboat  Diagon  qui,  auianii  le  long  de  la  fn'-gate dchouije,  se  teuait  prft  sY  la  remorquer.  La  chaudiere  Oclutu,  falnant 
Bombrei'  le  Draffon  briUaut  ot  blessant  plusicurs  bommeB. 

Vers  niidi  et  demi  enlin,  aprea  4  heures  de  combat,  le  Merrimuc  reprit 
le  cbeuiiu  de  Sen-alla  Point;  le  Monitor  se  rapprocba  du  Minnesola,  et, 
peu  ajires,  toute  la  flotille  confiSd^i-^e  rentrait  A  Norfolk. 

Pendant  la  nuit  suivante,  la  frcgate  i^cbouee  fut  reutlouOe.  ct,  lY  U' 
matin,  lu  10,  uue  des  cauoniiiere»  qui  avait  pris  part  au  liombat,  le 
Whitehall,  ))rennit  feu  ct  sautait  il  deux  eiioablures  du  (Jangendi. 
Au  jour,  le  Minnesota  et  le  Monitor  mouillaieut  en  rade. 

Le  Merriniac  ni'a  paru  avoir  Tet;n  flO  ou  liO  boulets,  le  tuyau  ctait  Ui  . 
t^ralcuieut  crible  et  le  mat  de  pavillou  a  t'U'  eoiipr.  Aucuu  des  wmps 
ii'a  cu  d'eflets  bien  aiTieux,  La  preiniire  plaque  du  bliudagt->,  quelque- 
fois  ia  seconde,  t'tait  brise,  uiais  il  n"y  a  eu  iiulle  part  de  pL-nctnition. 
Grfieo  i\  I'iuclinaison  dee  surfaces,  alors  quo  le  fer  se  brisait  sous  to 
choc,  il  n'y  avait  pas  de  courbure  iiiti'rieure  de  la  luasse  totalo,  loiuine cela  a  eu  lieu  preaque  totyourw  pour  la  batterie  Eric^sou.  La  plaque, 

qui  u't'-tait  pas  briaf'e,  restait  a  peii  pri-s  iutactc.  Cependaiit,  a 
coups,  I'uQ  uu  ras,  I'autre  au-deasous  de  la  Hottaieon,  out  fait  <^cla:  er  par 
le  choc  uu  morceau  de  boiH  a  riut/Tienr,  mais  dans  aucun  cas,  le  iiavire 

u'lV  fait  d'eau.  lia  diupoaition  incliniJe  des  plaques  si^pareen  et  de  \ie\i 
de  largeur,  lixt'es  par  des  boulons  i\  to'ou  iiiti^rieurs,  i>erraet  eu  outre 
au  Mnrimac  de  Be  rt^pivrer  promiiteiuent. 

'  Datiti  la  tuatiuco  du  a,  uu  boulet  du  Monitor  lui  brisa  sa  uhaiue  iin 
peu  au  deasons  de  I'tVubier;  I'ancre  tomba  et  la  cliaiue,  violenimeat 
i^hassc'e  au  dedans,  bleaea  gritvement  uu  liomme.  Une  piece  fut  bria^e 
it  la  volee:  elle  u'eu  continun  pas  muins  le  feu  sans  autre  accident. 

Ou  assure  cjue,  lors  de  I'ltbordage  du  Cumberland,  une  partie  de  I'equi- 
page  de  celui-ci  s'elan^a  sur  la  totture  du  MerrimtK ;  mais  da  out  gUss4 
sur  le  plati  incline  et  se  aont  iioyes  pour  la  plupart.  Ceat  sans  donte 
il  cet  iucideut  quo  doit  so  rapporter  la  disparitiou  de  200  bi>nimes  de  ce 
navire. 

Ia>  Monitor  a  i^tk  toucbi^  par  23  projectiles.  Qnelquus-una  ctaient 
lances  par  le  Minnmota  A  I'adresse  du  Merrimac  et  lis  n'ont  produit 
que  Teffet  d'un  coup  do  iuart«au.  Lea  bonlets  du  Merrimac,  conx  aur- 
toat  tir^s  presquu  il  bout  portaut,  out  eu  quelqaes  ri-sultats.    Trois 

lu 
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bonlets  cylindro-coniques  lances  par  les  pieces  ray^es  ont  fait  ane 
enipreinte  de  pr^s  de  4  pouces  de  profondeur  sur  la  cuirasse.  Deux 
d'entre  enx  out  laiss^  la  m^me  saillie  int^rieure  snr  la  tour,  et  on 
horame,  appuy^  sar  les  parois  int^rieures  j\  Tendroit  choqne,  a  6t6  pro- 
jete  et  contusionD^.  Un  troisi^me  projectile  a  frappe  unes  des  plaques 
do  la  gu^^rito  du  timonier  et  a  produit  iino  telle  depression  quo  la 
liniaille  de  fera  6t^  projet^e  avee  violeuce  et  a  aveugle  lo  capitaiue  qui 
{\vait,  en  ce  moment,  la  tete  appuy^e  sur  la  plaque.  Les  autres  boulets 
qui  ont  atteint  le  Monitor ^  et  qui,  x>our  la  plupart,  etaieut  rouds,  ne 
m'ont  pas  paru  avoir  produit  un  effet  bien  puissant;  ceux  surtout  qui 
ont  frappe  la  muraille  normalement.  Deux,  cependant,  ont  i)ort4  sur 
la  muraille  au  ras  du  pont,  ont  soulev^  et  d^cbir^  eelui-ci  en  faisant 
ilecbir  h's  plaques  et  en  enbrisant  trois.  Les  autres  n'ont  produit  que 
des  effets  insiguiiiants. 

[TnuiBlation.] 

Seport  of  the  eommander  of  the  Oanendi  of  the  naval  engagement  which  took  place  in  Hamp- 
ton Beads,  between  the  Federal  foroee  and  thoie  of  the  Confederate!, 

Firat  fight,  March  8. 
Extracts.] 

On  the  morning  of  the  8tb,  light  breeze  from  the  N.  N.  W.,  very  fine 
weather,  slight  ebb  tide.  About  12:40  a  mass,  having  tlie  appear- 

ance of  a  barracks  roof,  surmounted  by  a  large  funnel,  api>eared  at  the 
entrance  of  Elizabeth  River,  a  little  inside  of  Sewell's  Toint.  Every 
one  recognized  the  Merrimack  immediately,  which,  accompanied  by  two 
gunboats,  the  Beaufort  and  the  Raleigh^  advanced  slowly  toward  the 
channel  of  Hampton  Koads.  After  several  evolutions,  executed  doubt- 

less to  assure  herself  of  the  good  working  of  her  mac*.hinery,  the  Merri- 
mack seemed  for  an  instant  to  turn  back  toward  Norfolk ;  but  in  a  short 

time  after,  she  boldly  started  again  on  her  course  at  an  apparent  speed 
of  G  knots,  standing  for  the  Federal  sailing  frigates  Cumberland  and 
Congress^  anchored  at  the  entrance  of  James  River.  The  two  gunboats 
remained  at  the  entrance  of  the  Elizabeth  River  to  watch  the  move- 

ments of  the  Federal  vessels  anchored  off  Fortress  Monroe. 
The  Federal  naval  force  at  the  anchorage  consisted  of  the  screw 

frigate  Minnesota,,  for  more  than  a  month  cleared  for  action,  with  steam 
up;  of  the  screw  frigate  Roanoke,,  also  cleared  for  action,  but  which  an 
inexplicable  negligence  had  allowed  to  remain  for  four  months  with  her 
main  shaft  broken,  and  which  tried  to  deceive  the  enemy  by  a  useless 
blowing  off  of  steam;  of  the  sailing  frigate  St.  Lawrence,,  which  had 
arrived  the  day  before  to  replace  the  Cumberland  at  Newport  News,  and 
which  had  anchored  at  quite  a  distance  outside;  of  two  three-masted 
shi])s,  each  armed  with  six  cannon.  There  were  besides  four  gunboats, 
paddle  wheel  or  screw;  a  half  dozen  tugboats  (each  carrying  a  30- 
ponnder  Parrott),  and  an  equal  number  of  ferryboats. 

Not  one  of  these  vessels  appeared  to  notice  the  arrival  of  their  for- 
midable enemy  in  the  roads,  and  it  was  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour 

after  her  appearance  that  a  shot  fired  by  one  of  the  gunboats  announced 
that  she  was  in  sight. 

At  about  1 :  30  the  Minnesota  hoisted  her  jib  and  started  at  moderate 
speed,  aided  by  a  tugboat  towing  by  the  starboard  side.  The  Roanoke^ 
towed  by  tw  o  tugboats,  followed  her  more  slowly  still.  Having  arrived 
near  the  Rip  Raps  the  Minnesota  stopped  and  ran  out  lines  as  thongh 
to  take  the  Roanoke  in  tow;  but  she  soon  appeared  to  relinquish  that, 
and  about  2  o'clock  she  at  length  started  at  a  speed  of  7  or  8  knots. 



KORTD    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SqUADI 

staDtliiig  towaid  N«w|itirt  News,  where  the  engagement  took  pli 

Her  tugboat  (the  Dragon)  then  wont  to  the  Aid  of  tbe  Roanoh',  whi( 
continued  to  advance  slowly,  her  three  tngs  being  tinable,  withoul 
great  difficulty,  to  make  her  Btem  the  current.    The  paddle-wheel  gun- 

boat Whitehall  iind  the  screw  gouboat  Mpslic  bore  off  toward  Kewport 
NowH  ftlso,  but  they  took  a  very  minor  part  in  the  figlit. 

As  these  vessels  would  come  abreast  of  the  Sewell  Point  batteryj 
that  battery  openetl  fire  upon  Ihem.  They  replied  to  it,  but  this  firo  a 
long  range  (about  2,500  meters),  to  which  was  added  that  of  the  Ri] 

Kaps,  could  but  produce  an  iusiguificiiut  ofl'ect. About  2:30  the  Minnesota  ran  agionnd  on  the  shoals  north  of  Hamp- 
ton Middle  Ground,  a  mile  from  Newport  News.  The  Southern  bat^ 

t^ries  and  gunboats  fired  upon  her  at  long  range.  The  lioanoke,  fearing 
doubtless  to  take  the  ground  also,  which  her  want  of  sjieed  rendered 
imminent,  then  changed  her  I'onrse,  and,  spreading  her  sails,  came 
back  to  the  anchonige  oil'  the  fortress,  where  she  arrived  about  4  o'clock. The  tugs  went  to  the  aid  of  the  Minnesota.  The  Myntic  came  back  to 
tho  anchorage  also  about  the  same  kour,  and  the  frigat«  St.  Laicrcncc, 
which  np  to  that  time  had  steadily  proceeded  towai'd  the  scene  of  the 
engagement,  imitated  likewise  the  maneuver  of  the  Roanoke  and  Mystic. 

The  Alrrrimack,  however,  had  continued  to  direct  her  course  toward 
the  frigates  which  she  wished  to  destroy.  The  two  gunboats  had 
rejoined  her,  and  at  2  o'clock  she  was  at  the  entrance  of  James  River. 

She  was  immediately  greeted  by  a  violent  cannonade  from  the  two 
iVigates  and  from  the  batteries  of  Newport  ITewB.  The  Confederate 
battery  at  Pig  Point  replied.  The  fight  was  then  hidden  from  us  in  a 
great  measure  bythei)oiut,  which  allowed  us  to  see  only  the  masts  of  the 
frigates;  but  we  were  able  tocstimat©  the  force  of  the  fire,  whiob,  during 
a  qnarter  of  an  hour,  particularly,  wiis  of  tha  hottest. 
We  could  see  the  cutrauco  of  the  liver  constantly  swept  in  all  direc- 

tions by  the  shot  that  ricoclicttod,  and  the  strengtii  of  the  detonations 
indicated  to  us  that  they  wore  guns  of  tlio  heaviest  caliber  which  wore 
testiug  the  armor  of  the  Merrimack. 

This  vessel,  after  having  delivered  a  l»roadside  at  the  Conj7fc«», 
nearest  of  the  two  frigates,  advanced  toward  the  Cumhcrlaitd,  vhi 
formidable  battery  might  well  be  dreaded,  and  struck  her  amidships 
a  speed  of  4  to  5  knots,  partially  breaking  her  ram.    After  drawing  i 

two  ship's  lengths,  and  having  delivered  a  second  broadside  at  the  Con- 
ffrcHii,the  Mrrrimack  a  second  time  rammed  the  0MWi6e»-((iwrf,  which  sank 
almost  immediately.     It  was  then  about  2:30.    It  would  seem  that  thi^. 
second  blow  was  unnecessary. 

The  two  steamers  IWA/oirn  and  Jrtme«/oic»,  which,  having  descend) 
James  Kiver,  awaited  a  little  higher  up  the  moment  of  attack,  aft 
having  opened  fire  upon  tliB  Vo}igres8  in  passing,  appeared  in  llampti 
Hoads  and  engaged  in  a  very  sharp  fight  with  the  two  Federal  gnn- 
boiita  and  the  stranded  ^f^^tneltola. 

The  Merrimack  reappeared  also  outside  the  point,  fired  alternately  at 
the  Congremi  and  at  the  batteries  of  Newport  News,  while  the  Southern 

gnnboatsdid  likewise.  Toward  3  o'clock  that  frigate  hoisted  her  jib, 
sheeted  home  her  topsails,  ran  forward  a  ship's  length  and  grounded 
immediately  on  the  sand  banks  sonth  of  the  entrance  of  the  river. 
Almost  at  the  same  instant  she  strnck  her  colors,  which  she  replaced 
by  a  white  flag,  and  a  little  later  she  hoisted  another  at  the  mainmast. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  follow^ing  incident  occurred  of  which  the 
Southern  papers  complained: 

So  soon  as  tlm  white  flag  had  announced  to  tho  Confederates  the  sur- 
render of  the  frigat«,  they  ce^ised  firing  and  one  of  their  gnnboat«,  the 
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Raleigh^  approached  lier  and  rau  alongside  of  her  on  the  starboard 
side  to  take  off  the  officers  and  to  tell  the  crew  to  go  ashore  in  their 
boats:  but  at  the  moment  that  the  gunboat  in  good  faith  came  along- 

side the  frigate,  guns  fired  by  the  Federals  hid  in  the  edge  ot  the  woods, 
and  some  also  from  the  Congress,  killed  and  wounded  many  officers  and 
sailors  of  the  Raleigh,  Some  men  even  on  the  Congress  were  struck  by 
the  balls  coming  from  the  land.  This  incident,  of  which  the  Confeder- 

ates have  bitterly  complained,  has  been  copied  by  the  majority  of  the 
Northern  newspapers;  not  one  has  contradicted  it.  One  of  them  (the 
Few  York  Herald,  of  the  14th)  has,  on  the  contrary,  confirmed  it. 

The  Merrimack  continued  to  fire  at  the  batteries  of  Newjwrt  News  up 
to  the  moment  that  the  Raleigh  drew  off  from  the  Congress  (about  4 
o'clock).  All  of  them  then  drew  near  to  the  Minnesota,  which,  still 
aground  and  slightly  inclined  to  starboard  and  surrounded  by  three  or 
four  gunboats,  exchanged  shots  at  long  range  with  the  Yorktown  and 
Jamestown, 

The  Roanoke  was  already  en  route  for  the  anchorage.  The  St.  Law- 
rence, which  arrived  on  the  scene  of  action,  took  part  but  for  a  short 

time,  and  everything  looked  as  though  the  resistance  of  the  Minnesota 
could  not  be  prolonged.  However,  the  shoaluess  of  the  water  did  not 
permit  the  Merrimack  to  draw  near  to  the  frigate,  and  the  other  ves- 

sels were  of  too  slight  a  build  to  expose  themselves  near  her  powerful 
battery.  The  combatants  appeared,  besides,  exhausted  by  the  emotions 
and  fatigue  of  a  continued  struggle  of  more  than  three  hours.  Perhaps 
the  Confederates,  almost  sure  of  taking  the  frigate  on  the  morrow,  did 
not  wish  to  damage  the  hull  nor  the  machinery  too  much.  However  it 

may  be,  the  fire  slackened  a  great  deal.  About  G  o^clock  it  had  entirely 
ceased,  and  the  vessels  disappeared  little  by  little  in  the  fog  which 
obscured  the  horizon.  At  7:30  the  Congress  was  on  fire,  and  blew  up 
at  midnight  with  a  .tremendous  report.  Tiie  Confederates  had  suc- 

ceeded, besides,  in  cutting  out  in  James  River  and  taking  to  Norfolk 
the  water  tank  Reindeer,  which  alone  supplied  the  fort  and  vessels 
with  water. 

Everything  seemed  desperate  on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  and  a  gen- 
eral panic  appeared  to  take  possession  of  everyone.  The  terrible 

engine  of  war,  so  often  announced,  had  at  length  appeared,  and  in  an 
hour  at  most  had  destroyed  two  of  the  strongest  ships  of  the  Union, 
silenced  two  powerful  land  batteries,  and  seen  the  rest  of  the  naval 
force,  which  the  day  before  blockaded  the  two  rivers,  retreat  before  her. 
Several  vessels  changed  their  anchorage,  and  all  held  themselves  in 
rciuliness  to  stand  out  to  sea  at  the  first  movement  of  the  enemy. 
Everything  was  in  confusion  at  Fort  Monroe;  ferryboats,  gunboats, 
and  tugboatis  were  coming  and  going  in  all  directions;  drums  and  bugles 
beat  and  sounded  with  unusual  spirit.  Fort  Monroe  and  the  battery 
of  the  Kip  Eaps  exchanged  night  signals  without  intermission.  In  spite 
of  the  assistance  of  half  a  dozen  steamers,  the  Minnesota  could  not  suc- 

ceed in  getting  afioat  again,  and  I  learned  even  that  a  council  of  war, 
held  on  this  subject,  entertained  for  a  moment  the  thought  of  burning 
her.  Already  seven  or  eight  guns  had  been  thrown  overboard  and 
some  others  spiked,  when,  about  8:40,  the  Monitor  (Ericsson  battery) 
arrived,  which  was  to  save  the  Minnesota  and  the  rest  of  the  vessels  at 
the  anchorage.  The  sending  of  this  new  auxiliary  restored  the  shaken 
confidence.  She  immediately  directed  her  course  toward  the  place 
where  the  frigate  was  stranded  and  anchored  beside  her. 

The  Confederate  vessels  had  taken  their  position  under  SewelFs  Point, 
and  the  night  passed  without  in(;ident,  each  one  awaiting  with  impa- 

tience the  results  of  the  trial  of  the  morrow. 
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The  fight  of  the  9th. m 

Od  the  morning  of  the  9th,  slight  breeze  from  Che  east,  very  fine 

weather,  light  fog.  *t 
At  daylight,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Elizabeth  Eiver,  the  Confederate 

vessels  were  seen  under  steam,  the  Minnesota  still  immovable,  and  to 
the  left  of  her,  scarcely  visible,  a  small  black  mass,  surmounted  by  a 
curl  of  smoke. 

At  8  o'clock  the  fog  completely  dispersed.  The  Merrimack^  preceded 
by  the  Jamestown  and  Yorhtotcn,  stood  for  the  Federal  frigate.  The 
lighter  vessels  commenced  the  attack,  but  the  little  black  mass  had  put 
itself  in  motion  and  soon  a  cloud  of  smoke  and  the  noise  of  two  loud 
reports  apprised  the  gunboats  with  whom  they  had  to  deal.  They 
were  then  seen  to  abandon  the  attack  and  retire  under  the  batteries  of 

Sewell's  [Point],  leaving  the  Merrima^ck  to  defend  alone  the  honor  of 
their  young  flag. 

The  Minnesota^  occupied  in  efforts  to  get  herself  afloat,  only  took  part 
in  the  fight  at  long  intervals,  and  the  action  resolved  itself  into  a  veri- 

table duel  between  the  two  batteries. 
They  engaged  in  the  fight  at  first  at  long  range,  but  the  two 

enemies  were  not  slow  incoming  together,  each  one  striving  to  find  the 
weak  spot  in  the  armor  of  her  adversary.  In  this  contest,  of  naval 
tactics  entirely,  in  a  narrow  channel  of  little  depth,  the  Monitor^  whose 
draft  is  not  half  that  of  the  ilfcrriwiacA',  had  an  enormous  advantage 
over  the  latter.  Sure  of  her  working,  she  could  run  at  full  speed, 
approach  or  retire,  as  she  judged  best,  without  fear  of  running  aground. 
The  Confederate  battery,  on  the  contrary,  could  not  move  nor  ])erform 
any  evolutions  except  with  the  greatest  precaution,  in  spite  of  the  evi- 

dent skill  of  her  pilot. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  action  she  grounded  and  remained 

immovable  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  However,  the  fight  continued 
with  an  equal  ardor.  Several  times  in  their  evolutions  the  two  adver- 

saries fired  upon  each  other  at  a  distance  of  a  few  meters,  and  in  spite 
of  their  powerful  batteries  the  projectiles  bounded  off  perfectly  harm- 

less, apparently.  Once  the  Merrima^jk  ran  into  the  Monitor,  but  whether 
her  ram  had  been  completely  broken  the  day  before,  or  whether  it  was 
placed  too  high,  she  struck  her  enemy  at  the  water  line  and  produced 
only  a  slight  depression  on  the  powerful  armor  plating  which  i)roteeted 
that  part.  Shortly  after,  the  flagstaff  of  the  Merrimack  was  shot  away 
by  a  ball,  and  the  tops  in  the  roads,  as  well  as  the  ramparts  of  the 
fortress,  saluted  this  accident  with  frantic  hurrahs  as  a  victory.  But 

soon  a  sailor  appeared  on  the  gratings,  showing  at  the  end  of  a  staff'  the flag  which  had  for  an  instant  disappeared. 
Two  or  three  times  the  Ericsson  batterv  drew  near  to  the  Minnesota 

and  stopped  firing  to  cool  her  guns.  The  frigate  then  fired  a  broad- 
side at  the  Merrimack^  which  replied  with  energy,  and  one  of  her  balls 

struck  the  boiler  of  the  tugboat  Dragon^  which,  moored  alongside  of  the 
stranded  vessel,  held  herself  in  readiness  to  take  her  in  tow.  The 
boiler  exi)Ioded,  causing  the  Dragon  to  sink,  scalding  and  wounding 
several  men. 

At  length,  about  12:30,  after  four  hours  of  fighting,  the  Merrimack 
started  for  SewelTs  Point. 

The  Monitor  came  up  to  the  Minnesota  and  a  little  while  after  all  the 
Confederate  flotilla  returned  to  Norfolk. 

During  the  following  night  the  stranded  frigate  was  gotten  afloat, 
and  at  2  a.  m.  of  the  10th  one  of  the  gunboats  which  had  taken  part  in 
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the  fight,  the  WhitehalU  took  fire  and  blew  up  at  two  cable  lengths 
from  the  Odssendi. 

At  daylight  the  Minnesota  and  the  Monitor  anchored  in  the  roads. 
The  Merrimack  appeared  to  me  to  have  received  fifty  oi  sixty  shot. 

The  funnel  was  literally  riddled,  and  the  flagstaff  shot  away.  None  of 
the  shot  had  made  a  very  serious  impression.  The  first  iron  plate  of 
the  armor,  sometimes  the  second,  was  broken,  but  nowhere  was  the 
armor  penetrated.  Owing  to  the  slope  of  the  sides,  even  when  the  iron 
would  break  under  the  blow,  there  was  no  internal  bending  of  the  entire 
structure,  as  nearly  always  happened  to  the  Ericsson  battery.  The 
unbroken  ])late  remained  almost  intact.  However,  from  the  concussion 
caused  by  two  shots,  one  at  the  edge,  the  other  below  the  water  line,  a 
piece  of  wood  flew  ofi  inside,  but  the  vessel  did  not  make  water  in 
either  case.  The  sloping  arrangement  of  the  separate  and  not  very 
wide  plates,  fastened  on  the  inside  by  nut  bolts,  allowed  the  Merrimack 
to  be  promptly  repaired. 

During  the  morning  of  the  9th  a  ball  from  the  Monitor  parted  her 

[i¥erriiwac^-'«]  chain  a  little  below  the  hawse  hole,  the  anchor  dropped and  the  chain,  violently  driven  inward,  seriously  wounded  a  man.  A 
gun  was  broken  at  the  muzzle.  They,  nevertheless,  continued  to  fire 
it  without  other  accident. 

It  is  asserted  tbat  at  the  time  of  the  ramming  of  the  Cumberland  a 
part  of  her  crew  leaped  on  the  roofing  of  the  Merrima>ckj  but  they  slid 
off  the  incline  plane  and  the  greater  part  were  drowned.  It  is  doubt- 

less to  this  incident  that  the  disappearance  of  200  men  from  that  ship 
is  due. 

The  Monitor  was  hit  by  twenty-three  projectiles.  Some  shells  were 
thrown  \)y  the  Minnesota  at  the  Merrimack^  and  they  produced  no  more 
effect  than  a  blow  of  a  hammer.  The  balls  from  tbe  Merrimack,  espe- 

cially those  fired  almost  muzzle  to  muzzle,  produced  some  results. 
Three  cylindro-conical  balls  fired  from  the  rifled  guns  made  an  inden- 

tation nearly  4  inches  deep  on  the  armor  plating.  Two  of  them 
made  an  equally  deep  indentation  on  the  inside  of  the  turret,  and  a 
man  leaning  against  the  inside  walls  at  the  place  receiving  the  blow 
was  thrown  forward  and  wounded.  A  third  projectile  struck  one  of 
the  iron  plates  of  tbe  pilot  house  and  made  such  a  depression  that  iron 
splinters  were  violently  thrown  off  and  blinded  the  captain,  who  at  that 
moment  was  leaning  his  head  against  the  plate.  The  other  shots  which 
reached  the  Monitor ^  and  were  for  the  most  part  round^  did  not  appear  to 
me  to  have  produced  a  very  great  effect,  those  especially  which  struck 
the  sides  ]>erpendicularly.  Two,  however,  struck  the  side  at  the  edge  of 
the  deck,  lifting  and  tearing  it,  causing  the  iron  plates  to  give  way, 
and  breaking  three  of  them.  The  others  only  produced  insignificant 
effects. 

Order  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Goldsbor- 
oughj  U,  S.  Navyy  to  return  to  Hampton  Roads, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe,  Fa.,  March  8\!J\,  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore:  I  request  you  will  turn  over  the  command 
of  title  naval  part  of  your  ex])edition  to  Rowan,  and  return  at  on(;e  to 
Hampton  Roa<ls.  General  Wool  suggests  that  you  bring  back  one  or 
two  of  your  best  steamers. 
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lu  this  yoa  must  use  your  judgment.    The  Ericsson  [Monitor]  is  here 
doing  good  work. 

Yours,  in  haste, G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Report  of  Captain  Marston^  U.  S.  Navy^  acknowledgin4j  order  regarding 
the  removal  of  United  States  vessels  from  Hampton  MoadSj  Virginia. 

[U.  S.  S.]  KOANOKE, 
Hampton  Roa^Sj  March  P,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  relative  to  removal  of 
the  Brandy  wine  and  other  vessels  from  the  harbor,  and  shall  endeavor 
to  carry  out  your  views  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Marston, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  oftlie  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  [of  the]  Potomac, 
March  9,  1862—12:15  m.  [sic]. 

Let  the  Leslie  go  to  Wyman  and  direct  him  to  send  his  fastcist  vessel 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  to  watch  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
Merrimack  or  any  other  steamer.  If  any  comes  in  sight,  proceed  up  at 
once  and  give  information  by  telegraph. 

J.  A.  Daillgren. 
Lieutenant  Parker. 

lTcIe;;ram.] 

Washington,  March  P,  1862—11  a.  m. 
Merrimack  sunk  the  Cumberland;  the  Congress  surrendereil.  Minne- 

sota and  St.  Lawrence  ran  aground  approaching  scene  of  contest.  At 
8:30  last  night  Merrimaxik  had  retired  to  Craney  Island.  Please  be 
fully  on  alert.  See  that  Fort  Carroll  is  placed  in  a  condition  for  defense 
as  rapidly  as  possible  in  case  Merrimorck  should  run  by  Fort  Monroe. 
Until  further  orders  stop  passage  of  army  transports  passing  from 
Philadelphia  to  Annapolis  and  Perry  ville  by  canal.  What  is  condition 
of  FortCaiToll! 

Geo.  B.  McOlellan, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Army. 

Major-General  J.  A.  l)ix, 
BaUimovi'^iMd. 

[Tclej^raui.] 

Washington,  March  9, 1862^1  p.  m. 
If  the  rebels  obtain  full  command  of  the  water,  it  would  seem  impos- 

sible for  you  to  hold  Newx)ort  !News.    You  are  therefore  authorized  to 
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evacuate  that  place,  drawing  the  garrison  in  upon  Fort  Monroe,  which,  I 
need  not  say  to  so  brave  an  officer,  is  to  be  held  at  all  hazards^  as  I  will 
risk  everything  to  sustain  you  should  you  be  attacked  by  superior  forces. 
From  indications  here,  I  suspect  an  intention  of  the  enemy  to  fall  back 
nearer  to  Eichmond,  that  they  may  better  concentrate  their  forces.  An 
attack  on  you  is  not  improbable.  If  the  15-inch  gun  is  at  Newport 
News,  I  would  suggest  its  immediate  removal  to  cither  Fort  Monroe  or 
Fort  Calhoun,  unless  it  will  enable  you  to  retain  possession  of  Newport 
News.  By  authorizing  you  to  withdraw  from  Newport  News  I  do  not 
mean  to  give  you  the  order  to  do  so,  but  to  relieve  you  from  grave  sense 
of  responsibility,  which  every  good  officer  feels  in  such  a  case.  1  would 
only  evacuate  Newport  News  when  it  became  clear  that  the  rebels 
would  certainly  obtain  complete  control  of  the  water  and  render  it 
untenable.  Do  not  run  the  risk  of  placing  its  garrison  under  the  neces- 

sity for  surrendering.  You  will  also  please  inform  me  fully  of  your 
views  and  wishes,  the  practicability  and  necessity  of  reenforcing  you. 
The  performances  of  the  Merrimack  place  a  new  aspect  upon  every- 

thing. 1  may  very  probably  change  my  whole  plan  of  campaign  just 
on  the  eve  of  execution. 

G.  B.  McOlellan. 

Major-General  John  E.  Wool. 

[Telegram.] 

March  9,  \1S62]—J2p.  m. 
Please  have  the  following  communicated  to  Oaptain  Wyman  as  soon 

as  possible: 
The  Merrimack  has  got  ont  of  harbor  and  had  pretty  mnch  used  up  onr  Bhips  at 

Hampton  Roads. 
It  is  impossible  to  say  what  she  may  attem|)ty  bnt  as  a  proper  precantion  it  is  pro- 

posed to  be  ready  to  block  the  channel  of  this  river  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to 
enter  it.  By  direction  of  the  President^  it  has  been  agreed  on  by  General  McClellan, 
General  Meigs,  and  myself— the  Secretary  of  War  present — to  fill  some  canal  boats 
and  other  craft  and  tow  them  down  near  the  place  where  it  would  bo  ad  visible  to 
sink  them.    I  wish  yoa  therefore  to  send  up  some  of  the  steamers  to  tow  down. 

Ton  have  no  doubt  received  my  dispatch  to  send  a  fast  vessel  to  observe  the  month 
of  the  Potomac ;  let  this  duty  be  well  looked  to. 

Will  General  Hooker  please  to  informi  me  of  this  reaching  Captain 
Wyman  t 

John  A.  Dahlgren, 
Commandant  Navy  Yard, 

Brigadier-General  Hooker, 
Commanding. 

[Telegram.  J 

BuDD's  Ferry,  [Md.],  March  9yl863^9:15  p.  m. 
I  was  absent  when  yonr  telegram  for  Captain  Wyman  reached  this 

office;  it  was,  however,  duly  communicated. 
Captain  Wyman  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Merrimack  can  not  ascend 

the  Potomac. Hooker, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Captain  Dahlgren. 
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f  Telegram.] 

Navy  Yard,  March  9, 1862—3  p.  m. 
I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  upon  consaltation  with  such  pilots  as 

I  have  in  the  yard,  I  find  them  to  be  of  opinion  that  a  vessel  drawing 
22  feet  water  can  pass  up  the  Potomac  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the 
arsenal. 

As  far  as  the  lighthouse  on  Blakiston  Island,  some  30  miles,  there  is 
abundant  water  for  any  ship. 

About  5  miles  higher  up  is  the  first  obstacle-— the  Kettle  Bottoms. 
The  channel  passes  among  these  shoals  for  5  miles  and  the  i>ilot  says 
24  feet  can  be  had,  which  I  doubt;  the  narrowest  part  about  300  yards 
wide. 

From  this  the  channel  continues  good  until  just  below  Aquia,  where 
it  shoals  so  that  23  feet  is  considered  the  best  water  at  common  high 
tide. 
Having  passed  this  the  water  deepens,  passing  the  batteries  and 

shoals  about  Mattawoman  Creek,  where  the  depth  at  common  high  tide 
is  22  feet.  This  obstruction  is  less  than  a  mile  in  extent,  after  which 
the  channel  deepens  several  feet;  though  its  narrows,  it  runs  deep  very 
nearly  to  the  arsenal  and  perhaps  some  3  miles  from  the  capital. 

The  actual  blocking  of  the  river  is  only  to  be  resorted  to  when  the 
exigency  arises,  the  means  being  at  hand. 

There  are  three  points  where  it  can  be  done — the  Kettle  Bottoms, 
below  Smith's  Point,  and  at  Mattawoman. 

I  would  advise  that  some  heavy  ordnance  be  got  ready  for  placing  at 
the  arsenal,  at  Giesboro  Point,  and  at  Buzzard  Point.  Fort  Wash- 

ington should  also  have  suitable  cannon.  I  have  telegraphed  to  the 
flotilla  for  some  steamers  to  tow  down  the  blocking  vessels  as  soon  as 
General  Meigs  has  them  ready.  It  happens,  unfortunately,  that  the 
only  two  good  steamers  belonging  to  the  yard  are  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

John  A.  Dahlgren. 

His  Excellency  the  President  op  the  United  States. 

[Telegram.] 

March  9 — 3:30  p.  m. 
Two  of  the  large  yard  steamers  are  at  Fort  Monroe;  one  of  them  is 

not  yet  repaired,  so  that  I  have  but  one  little  tug. 
I  would  suggest  authority  to  charter  or  hire  one  or  two  of  the  best 

steamers  in  the  river,  if  necessary,  without  consent  of  the  owner. 
John  A.  Dahlgren. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 

[Telegram.] 

March  9,  [lS62]—3:-i0p,  w. 
I  nm  making  arrangements  to  place  an  11-inch  gun  and  some  lOinch 

mortars  on  Giesboro  Point,  which  will  command  at  short  range  the 
nearest  point  that  a  vessel  drawing  22  feet  can  approach  the  capital; 
the  channel  passes  within  50  yards  of  this  position.     As  I  have  but  a 
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handful  of  men,  it  might  be  convenient  to  have  some  assistance  from 
the  neighboring  regiments.    If  so,  please  authorize  it. 

John  A.  Dahlgrsn. 
General  McClellan, 

Vammanding. 

[Telegram.] 

War  Department,  March  P,  1862-^:30  p.  w. 
The  steamer  Sophia  will  leave  G  street  wharf  in  ten  minutes,  having 

in  tow  eight  canal  boats  loaded  with  sufficient  stone  to  sink  them. 
Another  steamer,  with  eight  more,  will  leave  in  the  course  of  the  night 
The  captain  of  the  Sophia  bears  a  letter  to  the  officer  in  command  of 
the  flotilla,  stating  ̂ Hhat  the  boats  are  to  be  sunk  if  necessary.^  This 
telegram  is  sent  for  your  information. 

By  order  of  General  Meigs,  Quartermaster-General: 
D.  H.  EUCKER. 

Quartermaster  and  Colonel. 
Captain  Dahlgren. 

[TeleiH'am.] 

I1ead(^uarteks  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe^  Va.^  March  P,  18fi:>. 

I  want  for  immediate  defense,  to  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible,  2,000 
regular  infantry  and  8,000  volunteer  infantry;  live  batteries  of  light 
artillery,  regulars  if  possible;  1,100  horses  to  furnish  the  five  batteries, 
to  complete  the  batteries  I  have  here,  and  for  the  unmounted  cavalry. 

The  rebels  are  threatening  Newport  News.  Scouts  report  they  have 
appeared  in  large  force  within  5  miles  of  that  port.  With  this  force 
I  can  evacuate  Newport  News  by  land  if  necessary.  You  can  probably 
best  determine,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  movements  near  yon, 
what  additional  force  I  may  require.  I  want  three  quartermasters,  the 
chief  of  whom  should  be  a  superior  man,  and  four  brigadier-generals, 
with  an  efficient  stafll  For  the  performance  of  the  Merrimack^  I  refer 
you  to  Mr.  Fox's  telegram  annexed. John  E.  Wool, 

Major-  General, 
Idi^j.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commander  in  Chief j  Washington, 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  9, 1862. 
(General  Dix  has  been  ordered  to  send  you  4,000  men  as  rapidly  as 

possible.    Do  you  want  any  more  reenforceinents  for  defensive  pur- 
posest R.  B.  MAurv, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

H%|or-Geueral  John  E.  Wool. 
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[Tologram.] 

March  9,  [1862 j—i?  p.  m. 
The  propsed  measures  for  guarding  the  Potomac  are  iu  progress.  I 

am  informed  from  the  Quartermaster's  Department  that  eight  canal 
boats  loaded  with  stone  were  about  to  leave,  and  eight  more  would 
leave  during  the  night.  I  have  sent  instructions  to  the  commandant 
of  flotilla  as  to  their  disposition  and  use  at  the  three  places  where  the 
channel  has  least  depth  of  water. 

The  only  11-iuch  gun  and  60-pounder  which  1  have  will  be  landed  on 
Giesboro  Point  before  midnight.  The  platforms  will  be  laid  and  the 
guns  in  position  to-morrow  morning.  The  mortars  will  also  be  placed. 
Shot  are  being  ca«t  for  aU  of  them  and  a  full  supply  will  be  ready 
to-morrow. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  visited  the  defensive  points  and  given  me 
authority  to  draw  on  any  of  the  regiments  or  forts  for  men,  guns,  or 
munitions.  He  has  also  authorized  me  to  take  for  the  while  the  private 
steamers  plying  on  the  river  for  present  use  of  the  Government,  and  I 
have  sent  round  for  them. 

If  there  should  be  any  use  at  all  for  a  battery  on  Giesboro,  there 
ought  to  be  20  of  the  heaviest  cannon.  Shot  of  170  pounds  at  50  or 
100  yards  will  be  apt  to  do  something. 
A  smart  steamer  has  been  dispatched  to  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac 

to  observe  it. 

His  Excellency  the  President. 

Telegraph  also  to  Secretary  of  Navy. 

John  A.  Dahlgren. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  P,  1862^10:45  p.  m. 
Your  telegram  to  Major-General  Wool  received.  The  performance  of 

the  Monitor  to-day  against  the  Merrimack  shows  a  slight  superiority  in 
favor  of  the  Monitor j  as  the  Merrimack  was  forced  to  retreat  to  Norfolk 
after  a  four  hours'  engagement,  at  times  the  vessels  touching  each 
other.  The  damage  to  the  Merrimack  can  not  be  ascertained.  She 
retreated  under  steam  without  assistance.  The  Monitor  is  all  ready  for 
her  tomorrow,  but  I  think  the  Merrimack  may  be  obliged  to  lay  up  for  a 
few  days.  She  is  an  ugly  customer,  and  it  is  too  good  luck  to  believe 
we  are  yet  clear  of  her.  Our  hopes  are  upon  the  Monitor^  and  this 
day's  work  shows  that  the  Merrimack  must  attend  to  her  alone.  Have 
ordered  the  large  frigates  to  leave. G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary, 
Major  General  McOlellan, 

}yashin(jton,  1).  C 

[Telc'Rram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  P,  1862. 
If  the  Oneida  can  go  to  sea,  send  her  to  Hampton  Eoads  instantly. 

Send  any  vessels  you  have.    Don't  delay  a  moment. Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard^  New  York. 
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[Tolegrani.] 

Newport  News,  March  .9, 1862. 
I  have  just  completed  my  arrangements  for  battle  in  the  morning. 

The  enemy  is  1 J  miles  on  the  river  road  beyond  my  brick-house  pickets. 
A  large  body  of  cavalry,  some  infantry,  and  artillery  are  as  above 
posted,  yet  they  may  simply  be  there  to  reconnoiter  and  wait  the  result 
of  the  MerrimacWs  operations.  The  Merrimack  and  other  steamers 
have  gone  to  Norfolk,  and  we  hold  the  waters.  We  want  hard  bread, 
flour,  whisky,  and  spades,  shovels,  and  picks.  Let  them  all  come  by 
boat  Ir.  is  well  to  send  infantry  to  Newmarket  Bridge — this  obliges 
him  to  fight  us  in  front. Mansfield, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Mjyor-General  Wool. 

[Telef^ram.] 

Newport  News,  March  .9, 186J9. 
(3an  you  tell  me  anything  about  the  Minnesota? 

Mansfield. 
Captain  Whipple. 

[  EndorHomont.  ] 

Minnesota  is  afloat  and  coming  down. 
John  B.  Wool. 

Order  of  Quartermaster- General  Meigs,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Colonel  Ingalls, 
U.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  method  of  attacking  the  Merrima<!k  should 
she  appear  off  Annapolis,  Md. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  March  9, 1862. 

Should  the  Merrimack,  which  did  so  mach  damage  at  Newport  News, 
attempt  anything  at  Annapolis,  it  is  believed  that  the  best  defense 
would  be  an  attack  by  a  number  of  swift  steamers,  full  of  men,  who 
should  board  her  by  a  sudden  rush,  fire  down  through  her  hatches  or 
grated  deck,  and  throw  cartridges,  grenades,  or  shells  down  her  smoke 
pipes;  sacrifice  the  steamers  in  order  to  take  the  Merrimack. 

If  an  overwhelming  force  can  be  thus  thrown  on  board,  there  will  be 
little  loss  of  life,  though  the  steam  transports  may  be  destroyed.  Of 
course  the  steamers  should  be  provided  with  ladders,  planks,  grapplers, 
and  other  means  to  board  with.  The  Merrimack  has  iron  sides  sloping 
above  water  to  a  deck  about  9  feet  wide;  said  to  be  an  iron-grated  deck. 

Promotion,  ample  reward,  awaits  whoever  takes  or  destroys  her. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

M.  0.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General. 
Colonel  INGALLS, 

Quartermaster,  Annapolis, 

You,  of  course,  have  a  switl  steamer  outside  on  the  lookout. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  governors  of  New  YorJc^  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Maine  regarding  preparations  for  defense  of  the  ports  of 

those  States  against  attack  by  th^  Merrima^Jc, 
War  Department, 

Wa^shington,  March  9,  1862. 
The  opinion  of  the  naval  commanders  liere  is  that  the  Merrimack  will 

not  venture  to  sea,  but  they  advise  that  immediate  preparations  be 
made  to  guard  against  the  danger  to  our  ports  by  large  timber  rafts, 
protected  by  batteries.  They  regard  timber  rafts,  guarded  by  batteries, 
as  the  best  protection  for  temporary  purposes. 

General  Totten  says  do  not  neglect  the  batteries. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

The  Governor  of  New  York,  Albany;  Massachusetts,  Boston; 
Maine,  Portland. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Shankland,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Gurrituekj  of  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Currituck, 
Hampton  Roads ^  March  P,  1802. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  Currituck  at  this  an- 
chorage. During  the  passage  from  New  York,  in  company  with  the 

Sachem  and  Ericsson's  floating  battery  [Monitor]^  which  vessel  we  were 
ordered  to  convoy  te  Cape  Henry,  our  machinery  became  disabled.  I 
was  obliged  to  come  in  to  an  anchorage  to  repair  it.  I  shall  be  all  ready 

for  sea  and  will  sail  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and  proceed  toward 
Port  Koyal  as  fast  as  i>os8ible. 

I  remain,  respectfully,  yours,  W,  F.  Shankland, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 

Acting  Master j  in  Command. 

Order  of  the  senior  officer^  Hampton  Roads^  Virginia^  to  Acting  Master 
Shankland,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  off  Cape  Henry. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  9, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  orders  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal  are  temporarily  suspended, 
and  you  will  proceed  off  Cape  Henry  and  prosecute  the  blockade  vigor- 

ously and  efficiently. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Marston, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Acting  Master  W.  F.  Shankland, 
U.  S.  S.  Currituck,  Hampton  Roads, 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  Potomac,  March  10, 1862-^1  a.  m. 
You  will  suspend  operations  for  the  present  for  sinking  boats  or 

placing  obstructions  in  the  Potomac 
Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  John  A.  Dahlgren. 
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[Telegnun.] 

War  Department,  March  P,  1862. 

The  Merrimtuik^  an  armor-clad  vessel  belonging  to  the  rebels,  issued 
firoin  Norfolk  yesterday  and  captured  several  of  the  United  States 
blockading  vessels  and  threatens  to  sweep  our  whole  flotilla  from  Chesa- 

peake Bay.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  of  the  last  importance  to 
capture  or  destroy  the  Merrimackj  and  the  whole  wealth  and  power  of 
the  United  States  will  be  at  command  for  that  purpose.  As  this  move- 

ment was  anticipated  and  the  subject  of  discussion  between  you  and 
myself  last  December,  you  have  no  doubt  thought  of  various  modes  by 
which  it  could  be  met  and  overcome  most  promptly.  Tlie  Secretary  of 
War  desires  you  quietly  to  call  a  meeting  of  from  three  to  nine  persons, 
at  your  discretion,  of  the  best  judgment  in  naval  engineering  and  war- 

fare, to  meet  immediately  at  your  father's  house  or  some  other  con- 
venient and  suitable  place,  and  to  sit  as  a  committee  to  devise  the  best 

plan  of  speedily  accomplishing  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  Merri- 
mack.  1  would  suggest  the  name  of  Abram  S.  Hewitt  as  a  member 
of  the  committee.  You  will  bear  in  mind  that  every  hour's  delay  to 
destroy  the  Merrimack  may  result  in  incalculable  damage  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  plan  or  plans  for  her  destruction  should  be  sub- 

mitted at  the  earliest  hour  practicable  for  the  approval  of  this  Depart- 
ment, to  the  end  that  their  execution  may  not  be  unnecessarily  delayed 

a  moment.  To  enable  you  to  communicate  hourly  with  this  Department, 
the  telegraphic  company  is  directed  to  transmit  all  messages  from  you 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government. 
Acknowledge  this  dispatch  the  moment  you  receive  it.  Spare  no 

pains  or  expense  to  get  the  committee  together  immediately.  Act  with 
the  utmost  energy.  You  and  each  member  of  the  committee  will  con- 

sider this  whole  matter  confidential. 
P.  H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Henrt  B.  Eenwiok,  Esq., 

21  Fifth  AventtCj  comer  Ninth  street.  New  York. 

[Telegram.] 

Old  Point  Comfort,  March  10, 1R62—9  a.  m. 
By  the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  of&cers  and  crew  the  Minnesota  was 

got  oft'  at  daylight  and  is  anchored  off  the  fort.  The  Whitehall,  an  old ferryboat,  was  accidentally  burned  last  night.  I  asked  you  to  send  the 
smaJl  gunboats  Arom  Boston  to  this  anchorage.  I  would  also  suggest 
that  the  Wachusett,  Oaptain  Missroon,  be  ordered  here.  The  Da^otah 
was  ordered  to  touch  here,  and  I  shall  keep  her.  Will  you  hurry  her 
by  telegraph  t  This  force  will  be  sufficient  in  the  absence  of  iron  vessels. 
The  Merrimack  has  not  appeared,  and  I  hope  we  shall  get  everything 
clear  in  the  harbor,  so  that  the  combat,  if  again  commenced,  shiill  be 
between  the  iron  vessels  alone.  The  Sabine,  ordered  to  this  point  a 
week  since,  is  not  wanted.  The  Monitor  is  down  receiving  the  cheers 
of  the  garrison  and  vessels.  Whether  I  shall  return  to-night  depends 
ui)on  the  condition  of  things.  I  wish  to  see  the  frigates  off  before  I 
leave. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  ofNa/vy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
H  W  E— VOL  7   6 
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Itepiirl  'if  Capttiin  MnrKtnn,  U.  S.  A'arj/,  of  the  desintction  b 
U.  S.  *•-  Whttekall,  i'larcb  10,  18€2. 

V.  S.  8.  RoAMOKE,  Ketr  Yorl;  March  17, 186S. 
SlE:  The  coustant  iiressuro  ou  my  mind  for  tlie  last  foiir  days  pre-l 

Tiotifl  to  my  loaving  IIiimpt«n  Roads,  caused  by  tlie  miiltitudiDousI 
duties  (Involving  ou  me,  led  ueuniuteiitinDally  to  omit  reportiug  Boveral 
tilings  whicli  it  was  my  duty  to  liiive  informed  you  of,  and  wliicli  omis- 
sious  I  trust  you  will,  under  tbe  circumstancres,  jiardon  and  overlook. 

On  Monday,  tlio  lUtb  instant,  at  2  o'clock  a.  m,,  the  tn;^  WhittkaU, 
while  lying  near  tlie  lauding  at  Fortress  Monroe,  cauglit  flro  and  was 
in  IV  few  niinitteK  so  nomplntely  enveloped  in  flames  tbat  lier  (commander. 
Acting  Master  Baulair,  and  crew  liad  only  time  fo  escape,  saving  only 
the  clothes  tliey  had  on.  I  had  Acting  Master  Baiilsir  ou  board  and 
questioned  him  aa  to  the  cause  of  the  catastrophe,  but  be  could  form  no 
idea  aa  to  its  origin,  and  only  knew  tbat  it  commenced  in  the  Are  room. 

'The  destruction  of  the  Whitehall  ia  not  a  very  soriona  loss  to  the  flov- 
ernment,  us  she  was  so  perfectly  rotten  as  to  have  rendered  her,  ill 
my  opinion,  wholly  unworthy  of  repair.  Acting  Master  Baulsir  being 
entirely  destitute  of  clothing  and  his  aervii^os  not  specially  wanted 
here  at  this  time,  1  gave  him  perinisBion  to  go  to  his  home,  as  1  also 
did  to  most  of  tlio  olHcers  of  the  Congrean  and  Cumber  land,  with  orders 
to  report  li'om  thence  to  you. 

I  also  omitted  to  inlnrm  you  that,  at  the  snggeation  of  the  honorable 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  bad  tha  Brandyirme  towed  up  for 
saftity  lo  Annapolis  by  the  steamer  Mauvt  Vernon,  the  latter  vessel  to 
go  to  Baltimore  and  eomiilete  her  repairs.  The  Brandyicine  also  would 
have  gone  to  Baltimore^  but  she  drew  too  much  wat«r.  Arrangements 
wore  made  by  me,  previous  to  my  sailing,  for  towing  to  Baltimore  the 

gQuboat  Mystic  and  tugs  Ih-agon  and  Zouave,  all  of  which  were  thought 
by  Mr,  Fox  had  better  be  sent  immediately  away.  The  execution  of 
this  I  left  with  Oaptiiiu  Van  Bmnt.  The  coal  ships,  the  hospital  ship, 
and  Braziliera  were  removed  out  of  range  of  the  guns  of  the  fortress  i 
and  safely  anchored  to  the  eastward  of  it.  | 

For  these  omissions  on  my  part  1  trust  you  will  panlon  mo.,  for  no  m 
one  but  myself  can  form  an  idea  of  tlie  constant  drain  there  was  on  m7  I 
energies.  I 

Very  rospectl'ully,  j'our  obedient  servant,  I John  ̂ Iarston,  I 
CajitaJH.     I 

fon.  Gideon  Well
es,  I 

Secretary  of  the  Novy.  I 

art  of  Captain  Mnrnton,  U.  S.  Xary,  regardiny  the  removal  of  ve«Kcltm 
from  Rampton  Roads.  I 

U.  8.  8.  BoanoilE,  I 
Hampton  Road»,  March  10, 1802 — 3  a.  m.     I 

Sir  1  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter"  of  the  9th  relative  to  I 
the  disposition  of  the  ships  and  steamers  at  this  place,  and  shall  at  once  1 
carry  out  your  suggestions  as  early  as  practicable.  m 

^■^       Very  respectifally,  your  obedient  servant,  I 
^^1  JOBK  Mabston,  I 
^^B^  OapUiin  and  Senior  Officer.      I 
^■Sou.  G.  V.  Fox,  I 
^^V     A»ai»tant  HecreUirtf  of  the  Navy,  Forlreaa  Monroe.  I 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.         83 

[Tolegiam.] 

March  10, 1862. 
The  following  communication  has  been  received  from  Lieutenant 

Commanding  McCrea,  of  the  lower  flotilla: 

Point  Lookout,  [March  W^—D:  SO  a.  m. 
From  appearances  the  Merrimack  m  off  the  Point.     I  send  Master  Piersoii  with 

this  communication  to  the  Department. F.  A.  Parker, 
Hon.  G,  Welles,  Lieutenant. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  10, 1862—10:27  a.  m. 
It  is  directed  by  the  President  that  the  Monitor  be  not  too  much 

exposed;  that  in  no  event  shall  any  attempt  be  made  to  proceed  with 
her  unattended  to  Norfolk.  If  vessels  can  be  procured  and  loaded  with 
stone  and  sunk  in  the  channel  it  is  important  that  it  should  be  done. 
The  San  Jacinto  and  Da4H>tah  have  sailed  from  Boston  for  Hampton 

Eoads  and  the  Serine  in  tow  of  Baltic  and  a  tug  from  iN'ew  York.  Gun- boats will  be  ordered  forthwith.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  detain  the 
Minnesota  until  other  vessels  arrive! 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

Letter  from  Captain  Marston,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  requesting  use  of  army  tugs  for  the  removal  of  vessels  from 
the  harbor. 

U.  S.  8.  KOANOKE, 
Hampton  RoadSy  March  10, 1862. 

Sir  :  It  having  been  determined  to  remove  all  the  ships  from  here 
and  place  the  h^s,  etc.,  into  a  secure  position,  I  shall  require  all  the 
tugs  that  can  be  spared. 

Will  you  therefore  please  make  arrangements  with  General  Wool  to 
send  all  the  tugs  he  has  to  me  at  oncet    Any  steamer  that  can  to\^. 
The  officer  who  takes  this  will  wait  for  a  reply. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Marston, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy,  Fortress  Monroe. 

P.  S. — I  can  congratulate  you  on  the  safety  of  the  Minnesota.  Gap- 
tain  Van  Brunt  is  now  on  board  of  nie. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  10, 1862—3  p.  m. 
Send  the  Wa>chusett  to  Hampton  Boads.  Have  the  work  on  the  other 

gunboats  carried  on  day  and  night  with  all  the  force  possible  to  put  on 
Uiem,  and  when  ready  send  them  to  Hampton  Boads. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  William  L.  Hudson, 
Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Boston. 
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[Telesram.] 

March  10,  [1862]--^  p.  m. 
On  retoTDing  to  the  yard  I  foond  that  Wyman  had  ordered  back  the 

stone  barges,  and  they  were  on  the  way  np.  I  have  sent  down  a 
steamer  to  make  them  retnm  to  the  flotilla.  It  may  be  well  to  see  that 
they  do  not  get  to  Washington  by  mistake. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
General  Meigs, 

Quartennaster-  General, 

[Telegram.] 

Newport  News,  March  lOj  1862, 
The  enemy  on  our  front  are  not  in  sight  this  morning.  The  Yorktown 

and  two  other  small  steamers  that  passed  down  out  of  the  river  on  the 
8th  should  not  be  permitted  to  return,  and  there  should  be  a  gunboat 
here  always.  I  shall  send  out  a  reconnoissance  after  breakfast  under 
Colonel  Weber  to  find  out  where  the  enemy  is.  We  should  have  100 
axes  and  helves.  My  official  report  will  be  sent  in  to-day  of  our  doings 
to  date. 

Mansfield, 

Brigadier-  General, 
General  Wool. 

[Telef^rain.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Manroey  Fa.,  March  10, 1862. 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  to-day.  The  Merrimack  has  not 
made  her  appearance  since  yesterday.  It  is  not  yet  ascertained  how 
much  she  was  injured. 

The  chief  engineer  of  the  Monitor  says  three  balls  from  the  Monitor 
passed  through  the  Merrimack.  I  hope  the  regiments  promised  will  be 
forwarded  without  delay.  Colonel  John  C.  Eobinson,  at  Annapolis, 
declined  going  to  Baltimore,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  remain  over  night  in 
that  city  untU  he  was  certain  of  transx>ortation.  I  have  ordered  him 
forward  immediately. 
We  have  but  one  15-inch  gun,  and  that  is  at  this  post.  If  I  can  get 

the  number  of  men  and  batteries  asked  for,  I  think  I  will  be  able  to 
keep  Newport  News,  that  is,  if  no  accident  happens  to  the  Monitor.  In 
her  contest  with  the  Merrimack  she  sufiered  very  littie,  although  she 
was  struck  twenty-three  times.  I  congratulate  you  on  your  glorious 
success  in  taking  the  batteries  on  the  Potomac. 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major- General, 
Mfyor-General  McOlellan. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  10, 1862. 
San  Jacinto  and  Da4iotah  sailed   on  Sunday  for  Hampton  Roads. 

Hudson  telegraphs  that  gunboat-s  can  not  be  got  ready  before  Wednes- 
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day.    Panlding  has  sent  the  SaMne  to  the  roads.    Order  her  elsewhere 
if  yon  think  best. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navi/j 

Or  Senior  IN^AVAL  Officer, Fortress  Monroe. 

Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Golds- 
horoughj  U,  8,  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Viroinia, 
Fort  Monrocy  Va.,  March  lOy  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore  :  As  the  Spaulding  is  off  in  a  Few  minntes,  I 
write  a  line  more.  The  Minnesota  came  off  at  daylight,  and  is  now  get- 

ting ready  for  sea;  she  is  no  nse  here.  The  San  Jacinto,  Da^cotah,  and 
two  114nch  gnnboats  are  ordered  here;  the  two  former  have  sailed.  I 
tmst  yon  will  retnrn  with  Jeffers  as  early  as  possible. 

Yonrs,  most  truly, 
G.  Y.  Fox. 

[Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrojt.] 

[Telegram.] 

Old  Point  Comfort,  March  10, 1862. 
Please  send  down  moorings  for  the  Monitor  ;  I  should  think  a  third- 

class  sloop's  wonld  be  about  right.  Let  there  be  a  good  buoy  with  a 
shackle  on  top;  also  send  30  fathoms  of  1-iuch  chain,  shackle  at  each 
end. 

G.  Y.  Fox. 
John  Lenthall, 

Chief  Bureau  of  Construction,  Navy  Department,  Washington. 

[Telegram.] 

Old  Point  Comfort,  March  10, 1862. 

All  quiet  to-day.  Buchanan  commanded  Merrimack  first  day,  and 
was  wounded;  second  day,  Lieutenant  Catesby  Jones.  She  is  repair- 

ing for  another  attack.  Think  I  shall  return  to-morrow  night.  Tell 
the  President  that  the  Monitor  shall  take  no  risk  excepting  with  the 
Merrimack.    Love  to  Virginia. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Hon.  M.  Blair, 

Postmaster- General,  Washington^  TK  C. 

Report  of  Commander  Totten,  U,  8,  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Brandy- 
winCy  of  the  grounding  of  that  vessel  en  route  for  Baltimore, 

U.  S.  S.  Brandywine, 
Chesapeake  Bay,  March  10, 1862, 

Sir:  Under  orders  ft*om  Captain  John  Marston,  the  senior  captain 
at  Hampton  Boads,  I  left  that  place  on  the  9th  about  midday,  at  short 
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notice,  slipping  our  cables,  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon  for Baltimore. 

On  the  next  morning  near  daylight  the  ship  was  run  on  the  Middle 
Ground  Shoals,  abreast  of  the  Potomac,  where  she  lay  until  3: 30  of  the 
10th,  when  with  much  difficulty,  by  the  assistance  of  the  steamer,  she 
was  got  off  and  continued  up  the  Chesapeake. 

As  I  could  have  very  little  confidence  in  the  pilot  of  the  Mount  Yemon, 
I  determined  to  anchor  off  Annapolis,  or  a  few  miles  beyond,  until  a 
capable  pilot  and  more  powerful  steamer  could  be  obtained  before 
proceeding  to  Baltimore. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  the  rudder  of  the  ship  is  damaged,  as  it  took 
the  ground  and  thumped  heavily  for  several  hours. 

I  regret  to  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  reporting  the  death  of 
Master's  Mate  George  Parks,  who  fell  overboard  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  10th  while'  the  vessel  was  being  towed. 

He  was  picked  up,  but  not  until  he  had  got  far  astern  and  life  was 
nearly  extinct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
B.  J.  TOTTBN, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe^  Ta.,  March  10 j  1862^-8:10  p.  m. 

Telegram  received.  The  Merrima^ck  has  not  appeared  to-day,  and 
everything  is  quiet.  The  Monitor  is  all  ready  for  her.  Most  of  the 
vessels  are  cleared  away  from  the  front  of  the  fort.  The  Minnesota  has 
repaired  sufficiently  to  remain  until  the  other  steamers  arrive.  The 
St.  Lawrence  and  Boanoke  will  go  tomorrow.  The  English  sloop  of 
war  Rinaldo  arrived  to-day  from  Charleston.  I  will  remain,  I  think, 
until  Commodore  Goldsborough  arrives. G.  y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  Washington,  T).  C. 

[  Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  March  10,  [186J2.] 
Minnesot<i  had  not  been  got  off  when  so  reported  yesterday,  but  was 

finally  got  off  during  night  and  returned  to  her  usual  station  at  the 
entrance  to  the  roads  and  is  again  ready  for  action. 

Monitor  came  down  early  this  morning  and  was  greeted  with  enthusi- 
astic cheers  by  the  various  vessels  in  the  harbor.  General  Wool  and 

staff  and  Secretary  Fox  went  on  board  this  forenoon.  She  was  found 
not  to  be  damaged  in  the  slightest  degree,  and  is  as  well  prepared  as 
ever  for  another  conflict.  Her  performance  was  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  her  officers  and  men,  and  they  all  speak  of  her  in  the  highest  terms. 
Gunboat  Whitehall  caught  fire  at  2  o'clock  this  morning  and  was 

totally  destroyed.  Three  of  her  guns,  all  of  which  were  shotted,  went 
off  at  intervals,  and  a  shell,  which  burst  in  the  air,  scattered  several 
fragments  about  without  doing  any  damage.  Another  gun  was  saved 
by  harbor  crew. 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.         87 

British  sloop  of  war  Binaldo  arrived  this  forenoon  from  off  Charleston. 
"So  news. 

Latest  estimate  of  number  killed  on  Congress  is  50,  including  three 
officers — Lieutenant  Joseph  B.  Smith,  commanding;  Acting  Master 
Thomas  Moore,  and  Coast  Pilot  William  Ehodes.  Captain  William 
Smith,  who  commanded  the  Congress  until  recently  transferred,  was 
unhurt.  Twenty-seven  are  reported  wounded ;  40  were  taken  prisoners ; 
none  of  them  were  officers.  Master's  Mate  Peter  [J.]  Hargous  is missing. 

On  board  the  Cumberland^  Eeverend  Mr.  Lenhart,  the  chaplain,  was 
drowned,  and  Master's  Mate  John  M.  Harrington  was  killed.  But  few 
of  the  wounded  escaped  to  the  shore.  The  number  of  killed  and 
drowned  is  stated  at  about  150. 

On  the  Whitehall^  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Andrew  Nesbitt,  and 
Bobert  Waugh  and  Charles  O'Connor,  seamen,  were  killed,  and  two  or three  were  wounded. 
On  the  Dragon,  which  received  a  shot  in  her  boiler,  3  men  were 

wounded,  not  officers. 
The  William  Whildon  received  a  shot  in  her  boiler  and  the  Rescue 

was  damaged  in  her  machinery.  Former  was  towed  to  Baltimore 
to-night  by  Adelaide, 

Minnesota  lost  6  men  killed  and  17  wounded,  not  including  any  officers, 
so  far  as  is  known.  She  is  said  to  have  received  quite  a  number  of 
shots. 

Roanoke  received  but  two  shots  and  little  damage  was  occasioned. 
No  casualty  occurred  on  board  except  the  falling  of  a  man  from  aloft. 

It  is  generally  believed  now  tbat  Merrimack  must  have  received 
serious  damage.  It  is  the  testimony  of  some  that  she  was  considerably 
listed  on  one  side  as  she  went  behind  Sewell's  Point,  probably  to  bring some  leak  above  the  water. 

A  tug  came  out  from  Elizabeth  Eiver  this  forenoon,  and  after  taking 
some  observations  returned  without  making  any  demonstration. 

Babcogk. 
H.  H.  Cbaio, 

New  York. 

Approved. John  E.  Wool, 

Major-  General, 

[TeloKTam.] 

Wab  Depabt>ient,  March  lOj  1862. 

Your  dispatch  of  this  moining  received.*  Why  not  take,  say,  three 
large  and  swift  steamers,  drawing  not  more  than  16  feet  of  water  when 
loaded,  fill  their  bows  and  strengthen  them  generally,  and  protect  their 
machinery  with  timber  f  Could  not  three  such  vessels  be  fitted  up  and 
made  ready  for  sea  in  three  or  four  days,  and  would  they  not  be  suf- 

ficient for  the  destruction  of  the  Merrimack  by  running  her  down,  if 
managed  by  volunteer  commanders  and  crews  ?  Telegraph  immediately 
for  Carryall  to  return. 

P.  H.  Watson, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Henby  B.  Rbnwick,  Esq., 
Ifew  York. 

*  Not  foand. 
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Order  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  senior  officer  in  Ramp* 
ton  Roads  to  send  vessels  to  the  rescue  of  the  If.  8.  ship  Vermont. 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Va.,  March  lOj  1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  the  honorable 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  which  he  states  that  the  YermonV^  was  last 
seen  helpless  on  the  6th  instant,  in  latitude  38^  45'  K.,  longitude  68^ 
W.,  drifting  S.  8.  E.  J  B.  about  2  knots  per  hour.  He  wishes  ves- 

sels sent  immediately.  Will  you  send  down  an  order  to  the  8t.  Law- 
rence to  catch  her,  if  possible,  before  she  gets  outside,  and  let  her  go  in 

pursuit  and  stay  by  herf  and  the  8an  Jacinto^  Sabine^  and  BaltiCy 
hourly  expected,  must  also  be  dispatched  at  the  earliest  moment  to 
continue  the  pursuit  without  returning,  except  for  coal,  until  the  Ver- 

mont is  found;  then  to  tow  her  into  New  York,  the  Delaware,  or  Port 
Koyal,  as  may  be  most  convenient. 

Very  truly, G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Captain  John  Marston, 

Senior  Naval  Officer j  Hampton  Roads. 

[Tolegrun.] 

Navy  Department,  March  10, 186:^—9:45  p.  m. 
If  Ohocura  and  Penobscot  have  not  sailed,  send  them  to  Hampton 

Boads  as  soon  as  steam  can  be  gotten  up;  also  the  Marblehead,  or  any 
other  gunboat  ready. 

Answer. 
Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  William  L.  Hudson, 
Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Boston. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton 
Road 8^  transmitting  information  regarding  the  movement  of  blockade 
runners  from  foreign  ports. 

Navy  Department,  March  10, 1862. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  the  following  papers,  referred  to  this 

Department  by  the  Secretary  of  State: 
Copy  of  dispatch  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  relating  to  the  Her- 

ald and  Bermuda,  dated  the  14th  ultimo.  Extract  from  dispatch  from 
the  same,  dated  February  15,  relative  to  the  Bermuda.  Extracts  from 
dispatch  of  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London,  dated  February  15,  concerning 
the  brig  Gambia  and  bark  Windward,  and  the  invoices  of  the  South- 
wick  and  Economist.  Copy  of  dispatch.  No.  11,  dated  February  17,  in 
relation  to  the  Bremen  bark  Leibnitz,  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Cardiff. 

You  will  perceive  that  some  of  these  vessels  have  valuable  cargoes, 
comprising  mostly  arms  and  munitions  of  war.    The  utmost  vigilance 
should  be  exercised  to  prevent  them  or  their  cargoes,  by  transshipment, 
from  entering  any  of  the  Southern  ports  within  your  command. 

1  am,  respectfully,  youi*  obedient  servant, Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  John  Mabston, 

Senior  Officer  Present,  Hampton  Boads,  Virginia. 

*  For  search  for  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  see  Vol.  I,  pp.  33&-352. 
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[Snelosurse.] 
XJ.  S.  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  14j  1862. 
SiB:  The  steamer  Herald^  referred  to  in  my  last  dispatch,  cleared  at 

the  customhouse  yesterday.  She  will  sail  either  to-day  or  tomorrow 
direct  for  Charleston.  From  her  light  draft  of  water  they  expect  to 
run  her  directly  over  the  stone  vessels  sunk  in  the  channel.  Peter 
Eoney  is  to  be  the  first  mate,  and  is  to  pilot  the  vessel  in.  Charles 
Taylor,  of  Dublin,  is  said  to  be  her  owner.  The  report  is  that  the  South- 

ern agents  have  secured  him;  the  truth,  I  presume,  is,  that  they  have 
paid  him  for  the  vessel  with  permission  to  register  her  in  his  name,  and 
that  he  is  merely  the  nominal  owner.  She  has  taken  on  5  guns,  a 
number  of  large  canvas  packages,  contents  unknown,  5  tons  potatoes 
in  sacks,  and  a  large  quantity  of  coal  and  provisions. 

The  Bermuda^  now  loading,  up  to  this  date  has  taken  on  board  100 
cases  5^  inch  shells,  100  cases  3-inch  shells,  325  cases  7J^-inch  shells, 
3  rifled  cannon,  7^-inch  bore;  2  rifled  cannon,  5^-inch  bore;  2  rifled  can- 

non, 3-inch  bore,  and  3  breech-loading  rifled  cannon  of  the  Whitworth 
patent,  one  10  feet  long,  8^  inch  bore,  and  the  other  two  larger  than  this; 
6  wooden  gun  carriages  for  ships  or  garrisons,  and  12  for  fieldpieces, 
156  tons  saltpeter,  19  cases  of  small  arms,  6  cases  clasped  and  bound 
with  iron,  very  heavy,  and  3  other  cases,  contents  unknown.  Her  cap- 

tain's name  is  C.  William  Westendorff,  as  you  will  perceive  from  the 
enclosure  marked  No.  1,  containing  a  note  written  by  him. 

There  is  much  activity  among  the  Southern  agents,  more  than  there 
has  been  at  any  time  before  since  my  arrival  in  England. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 
Thos.  H.  Dudlsy. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sewabd, 
Secretary  of  State. 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Liverpool^  February  15, 1862. 

Sib  :  •  •  •  Edward  Haigh,  of  Liverpool,  the  cotton  broker  of 
Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  is  the  nominal  owner  of  the  steamer  Bermuda, 
now  loading  at  this  port  for  Bermuda.  The  register  is  in  his  name,  but 
it  is  understood  that  she  belongs  to  the  South,  and  that  his  name  is 
merely  used  for  the  purpose  of  having  her  registered  as  an  English 
vessel.  Within  the  last  two  days  they  have  taken  off  the  old  gilding 
from  the  stern  of  the  ship  and  put  on  in  its  place  a  palmetto  tree. 
Since  my  dispatch  of  yesterday,  she  has  taken  on  the  following  addi- 

tional cargo:  One  heavy  rifled  cannon,  10  cases,  rather  light,  contents 
unknown,  46  cases,  8  J-inch  hollow  shells,  9  heavy  casks,  contents 
unknown,  30  bundles  sapper's  spades,  3  small  round  cases,  6  bales,  5 
small  cases  supposed  to  contain  implements.    •    •    • Thos.  H.  Dudley, 

U.  S,  Consul. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  Amebioa, 
London,  February  15, 1862. 

Sib  :  The  bark  Windward  and  brig  Gambia  have  sailed  for  the  West 
Indies,  both  said  to  have  cargoes  for  the  South,  the  latter  considerable 
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gnnpowder.  •  •  •  I  herewith  send  tlie  iavolce  oT  the  ̂ uthwicl^at 
cargOjSO  laraa  it  has  been  received  at  tliecastoiu-hoose.  It  has  not  all  ] 
gone  in  yet,  although  the  steamer  has  sailed,  by  whkh  you  will  see  that 
18,320  Enfield  rifles,  valued  at  £H,960;  104,G()0  pounds  powder,  valued 

jCSjSOO;  100  bags,  16,372  pounds  enfl'ee,  0.000,000  percussion  caps,  can- non, shell,  tubes,  et«.  This  is  not  the  full  invoice  of  her  cargo,  but  as 
for  as  it  has  been  rendered,  is  correct.  She  cleared  for  Nassau.  The 
cargo  of  this  vessel  and  that  of  the  Economul,  which  left  two  weeks 

,     ago,  are  of  p'eat  im|H>rtance  to  the  rebels  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
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'  U.  S.  C0M8ULATB, 
Gar^ff,  February  17,  18G2. 

Dear  Sir:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  I    have  just  ] 
learned  from  good  authority  that  a  large  Bremen  bark,  called  the 
Leihnitz,  Captain  Schilling,  is  now  loading  here  with  salt,  with  the 
intention  of  running  the  blockade.     I  know  that  the  bags  first  brought 
to  her  were  not  considereil  stroug  enough   by  the  captain,  as  they 
miglit  be  subjected  to  much  land  transportation,  and  that  stouter  ones 
were  procured.     Thebrokerwilluot  tell  wheresheis  going;  theciiptaia  . 

says  "To  the  East,"  while  the  mate  has  privately  said  to  Ealtimore.  j 
It  is  probable  that  her  papers  will  ba  made  out  lor  Baltimore,  80  that  \ 
if  she  is  met  by  any  of  our  armed  vessels  at  tJie  month  of  tlie  Chesa- 

peake she  might  be  allowed  to  go  on  and  then  laud  her  cargo  some- 
where in  Virginia.    But  should  any  of  our  vessels  meet  her,  she  should 

be  followed  and  watched  by  tliem. 
With  the  highest  consideration,  etc., 

Cham.  I>.  Cleveland. 

in,  Wm.  H.  SEWAJtD, 
Seoretary  of  State, 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  received  additional  eon- 
tirmation  of  the  statements  therein  made  from  a  patriotic  American 
captain,  whose  vessel  lay  alongside  of  the  Leibnitz  for  some  diiys,  and 
who,  from  frequent  communications  with  the  officers,  has  no  doubt  she  j 
will  enter  Chesapeake  Bay  if  she  can. 

C.  U,  Clbvhlajhd. 

FoKT  Monroe,  Va.,  Mank  11,  1863. 
Telfigfram  received.    I  will  send  Si.  fMwrence,  Sabine,  Sun  JiuintOj 

and  Baltic  after  the  Vermont, 

The  Roanoke  goes  to  New  York  to-night  or  in  the  morning,  if  wind   , 
permits.    The  harbor  in  the  vicinity  of  the  guns  of  the  fort  is  cleared  of  1 
vessels.    The  Union  gun  is  all  ready,     Magruder  in  some  force  is  in 
vicinity  of  Newport  News.    Troops  to-day  were  being  ferried  over  from 
Craney  laland  to  Sewell's  Point.     Flag  of  truce  said  the  Merrimack 
(now  Virginia)  was  resting  a  little,    Saturday  she  was  commanded  by  j 
Fraakllu  Buchanan,  who,  with  his  lieutenant,  Minor,  was  wounded. 

»e  101 
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Sunday,  Lieutenant  O.  ap.  Eoger  Jones,  formerly  of  the  !N"avy,  bad command.  Nobody  burt  tbe  second  day.  Tbe  Minnesota^  by  the  great 
exertions  of  her  people,  is  in  condition  for  fighting,  with  her  steam 
power  uniDJured. 

Tbe  Monitor  is  entirely  ready  and  anxlons  for  the  appearance  of  the 
Virginia.  If  Commodore  Goldsborough  returns  in  the  morning  I  will 
leave  tomorrow  night. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Hon.  G.  Welles. 

Instructions  from  Captain  Marston^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Van  Brunt^ 
U.  8.  Navy,  preparatory  to  the  departure  of  thq  former  for  New  York, 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Hampton  RoadSy  March  11, 1862. 

Sir:  I  send  to  you  all  the  remaining  officers  of  the  Forbes.  By 
direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  her  engineers  were 
to  be  sent  to  Hatteras  and  the  other  officers  to  be  distributed  among 
the  different  vessels  of  the  squadron ;  this  last  has,  to  some  extent,  been 
attended  to.  I  also  send  you  about  fifty  men,  as  Assistant  Secretary 
Fox  informs  me  that  vessels  will  shortly  be  in  here  which  will  require 
additions  to  their  crews. 

The  gunboat  Mystic  and  tugs  Zouave  and  Dragon  are  to  be  towed  to 
Baltimore,  by  either  the  steamer  Baltimore  or  ̂ ing  Philipy  and  the 
Amanda  by  the  one  left  by  the  other  three,  or  you  can  divide  them 
more  equally.  Captain  Poor  has  charge  of  the  King  Philip  and  the 
Baltimore^  and  will  give  them  to  you  for  the  purpose  intended  above. 

As  you  are  aware,  I  am  going  to  New  York  with  this  ship,  and  the 
8t.  Lawrence  to  Philadelphia.  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  will  be  here 
in  a  day  or  two. 

Please  take  charge  of  all  the  letters  and  papers  I  leave  behind  for 
different  vessels. 

I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  before  I  go,  when  I  shall 
probably  have  other  subjects  to  speak  to  you  about. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Marston, 

Captain  and  8enior  Officer. 
Captain  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

U.  8.  8.  Minnesota^  Hampton  BoadSj  Virginia. 

[Telegxsan.] 

March  11, 1862—9  a.  m. 

I  am  now  ready  to  send  the  only  11-inch  gun  here  to  its  position  on 

Giesboro  Point.  '  It  is  probably  the  only  heavy  gun  in  this  vicinity. It  blew  so  freshly  yesterday  that  there  was  danger  of  the  scow 
foundering  on  the  way  if  sent.  Is  it  still  considered  necessary  to 
mount  itt 

Captain  Wjnnan  considers  more  barges  necessary  than  those  to  be 
sent.  He  wrote  me  that  none  of  them  had  reached  him  at  midnight, 
but  they  were  met  going  down. 

Jno.  a.  Dahloren. 
Brigadier-General  Meigs. 



92  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Quartebmaster-Oeneral's  Office, 
Washington  0%,  March  11, 186^^-^12: 27  p.  m. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  all  measures  of  precaution  ordered  are  to 
be  carried  ont,  having  no  orders  to  the  contrary. 

How  many  more  canal  boats  should  be  sent  down  t  I  will  order  eight 
more  made  ready  and  sent  as  soon  as  i>ossible,  and  as  many  more  as 
you  desire. M.  C.  Meigs, 

Qtiarterma^ter. 
Captain  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  Washington  Navy  Yard. 

Report  of  Captain  Marston,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  Hampton 
Roads,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  S.  BOANOKE, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  11, 1862. 

Sir  :  It  having  been  represented  to  me  by  Fleet  Surgeon  Wood  that 
the  hospital  ship  required  additional  medical  assistance,  I  have  this  day 
ordered  Assistant  Surgeon  Ira  Bragg  to  be  temporarily  attached  to  her. 
I  also  yesterday  ordered  Lieutenant  Thomas  O.  Selfridge  to  command 
the  Monitor,  the  appointments  subject  to  the  approval  of  Flag-Officer 
L.  M.  OoldsDorough. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  G.  V.  Fox,  I 
am  using  every  exertion  to  get  this  ship  to  sea  for  the  purpose  of  going 
to  New  York,  and  hope  to  w  off  by  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morning. 
The  8t.  Lawrence  sailed  this  day  for  Philadelphia. 

I  have  divided  the  crews  of  the  Congress  and  Cumberland  between 
this  ship,  the  Minnesota,  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  have  given  some  of  the 
officers  ]>ormission  to  return  to  their  homes,  with  orders  to  report  to  you 
from  thence. 

Very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Marston, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have^  on  the  urgent  request  of 
Captain  Van  Brunt  and  Chief  Engineer  Loring,  transferred  for  tempo- 

rary duty  to  the  Minnesota  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  J. 
Griffin,  with  orders  to  report  to  me  at  New  York  when  the  Minnesota 
arrives  there. 

[Telegram.] 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Va.,  March  11, 1862— 8  p.  m. 
Please  see  General  Bipley,  and  ask  Dahlgren  to  assist  him  if  neces- 

sary in  casting  some  projectiles  for  the  Union  gun  here.  How  is  Wor- 
denf    Connecticut  just  arrived. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Lieutenant  Henrt  A.  Wise, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  J).  C. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Manroej  Fa.,  March  11, 1862. 

Do  not  you  think  you  can  allow  the  wroaght-iron  shot  to  be  used  in 
the  Xl-iuch  guns!  It  is  the  only  thing  that  will  settle  the  Merrimack. 
If  you  think  so,  she  ought  to  have  more.  We  must  have  more  of  these 
boats  with  15-iuch  guns,  and  you  must  go  ahead  with  your  furnaces  at 
once  to  make  them  to  stand  solid  shot.  The  Monitor  is  anxious  for 
another  brush.  Buchanan  commanded  the  first  day  and  was  w:ounded; 
Catesby  Jones  the  second  day.  TeU  Wise  to  tell  me  how  Worden's 
eyes  are;  all  the  crew  wish  to  know.    They  love  him. 

G.  Y.  Fox. 
Oaptain  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yardy  Washington^  D.  0. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  11, 1862. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  risk  to  fire  shot  so  heavy  as  those  of  wrought 

iron  from  the  Xl-inch  guns,  eighty-five  of  which  are  as  heavy  as  the  gun 
itself.  If  a  gun  should  burst  in  [the]  tower  of  the  Monitor  it  would 
disable  the  vessel  at  once  and  the  Merrimack  would  be  a  free  cruiser. 
I  would  prefer  to  block  the  Merrimack  in  the  harbor  and  take  Norfolk. 
Now  that  the  Minnesota  is  in  good  order,  she  and  the  Monitor  ought  to 
disable  the  Merrimack^  or  get  her  ashore.  I  am  only  awaiting  the  action 
of  the  Senate  aud  then  for  as  large  guns  as  you  want  with  solid  shot. 
I  will  give  your  message  to  Wise.  Give  me  a  hint  in  time  if  the  Merri- 

mack is  to  get  loose,  for  there  are  some  things  to  look  out  for  here. 
J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Oaptain  6.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Baylor^  U.  S.  Army^  to  Brigadier- General  Ripley, 
U.  S.  Armyj  regarding  means  for  destroying  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia 
{Merrim€ick). 

Fort  Monroe  Arsenal,  Ya.,  March  ii^  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch.  I  have  already  tried  the 

Dyer  projectile  for  the  12-inch  rifled  gun — that  is,  I  have  fired  it  four 
times— once  with  40  and  three  times  with  50  pounds  powder.  In  two 
cases  the  projectile  was  regular  in  its  flight  and  gave  at  28  degrees 
a  range  of  over  6,000  yards;  in  the  other  cases  it  turued  over  in  its 
flight,  owing  to  a  piece  of  the  sabot  coming  off.  Since  the  recent  naval 
engagement,  it  is  thought  that  nothing  can  stop  the  Merrima>ck  here 
except  the  Monitor  and  the  big  guns  (the  15-inch  and  12-inch).  G^en 
eral  Wool  is  desirous  of  having  both  of  these  guns  mounted  on  the 
beach  and  plenty  of  ammunition  for  them  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have 
the  12-inch  mounted  on  the  carriage  originally  intended  for  the  15-inch, 
and  a  sand  breastwork  around  it  Can  not  the  carriage  that  Captain 
Kodman  was  making  for  the  12-inch  be  finished  up  and  sent  down 
immediately  t 

Please  forward  as  soon  as  possible  100  projectiles  (Dyer's)  for  the 
12-inch  rifled  gun,  50  of  them  to  be  one-half  an  inch  thicker  than  those 
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first  made;  also  100  of  the  thickest  shells  for  the  15-iuch.  Please  for- 
ward also  as  soon  as  possible  200  solid  shot  (Dyer's)  for  the  42-pounder 

and  400  for  the  32-poiindcr.  Please  direct  the  sabots  of  the  12-inch 
shells  to  be  put  on  very  carefuUv,  and  also  of  the  other  rifled  projectiles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ooedient  servant, 
T.  G.  Baylor, 

First  Lieutenant  of  Ordnance, 
Brigadier-General  J.  W.  Ripley, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Washington,  T>.  C. 

[Telegram.] 

Washinoton,  D.  G.,  March  11, 1862. 
Let  the  name  of  the  gun  heretofore  known  as  the  Floyd  be  changed 

and  hereafter  be  called  the  Lincoln.  What  are  you  now  doing  with  the 
two  big  guns!  Gan  they  be  mounted  on  the  beach  so  as  to  be  avail- 

able for  defense!  Do  you  want  any  aid  in  mounting  them  !  If  there  is 
a  carriage  for  the  12-inch  gun,  mount  the  15-inch  gun  on  that  carriage, 
and  let  another  carriage  be  prepared  for  the  12-inch  gun. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War. 

General  John  E.  Wool. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  N'avy  to  FJ^g- Officer  Qoldshorongh,  V,  S. Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  steamer  Economist, 

Navy  Department,  March  11, 1862. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  an  extract  from  a 

dispatch  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  19th  ultimo,  by  the 
U.  S.  minister  at  Brussels,  in  relation  to  the  steamer  Economist  No.  2, 
which  vessel  is  suspected  of  a  design  to  carry  munitions  of  war  to  the 
rebels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-GflQcer  L.  M.  GOLDSBOROuon,  or  the 
Senior  Officer  Present, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

[Eooloanre.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Brussels,  February  19, 1862. 

Sir  :  •  •  *  I  learn  that  he  has  pui^chased  several  batteries  com- 
plete, numbering  in  all  eighty  cannon  of  various  calibers,  and  that  they 

are  to  be  shipped  from  Hamburg  by  a  steamer,  the  Economist  No.  2, 
which  is  to  proceed  thence  to  London  to  take  in  blankets,  etc.,  thence  to 
Gravesend,  [England],  to  fill  up,  as  those  which  preceded  her  have  done, 

with  powder,  clearing  for  IN'assau,  her  shippers  hoping  she  can  run the  blockade  thence. 
The  Economist  No.  ̂   is  a  new  English  steamer,  this  being  her  first 

voyBge.    •    •    • I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 
H.  S.  Sanford. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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Letter  from  Oaptain  Marston^  U.  8.  Ifav^yj  to  Captain  Van  Brunt^  U.  8. 
Navy,  transmitting  report  of  damages  to  the  U,  8,  8.  Mount  Vernon 
while  towing  the  V.  8,  storeship  Brandywine. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Roanoke,  March  12^  1862 — i  a.  m. 
My  Dear  Van  Brunt:  I  enclose  you  a  communication  which  I 

received  from  Commander  Glisson  at  9  o'clock  last  night.  His  vessel is  unfortunate. 
The  steamer  I  sent  with  orders  for  the  8t.  Lawrence  returned  last 

evening  without  finding  her,  but  the  Currituck  came  up  from  the  capes 
to  clean  her  propeller,  and  she  reports  that  the  8t.  L[awrence\  went  to 
sea  with  the  wind  from  the  southward,  after  having  been  towed  by  her, 
in  doing  which  she  got  a  hawser  round  her  propeller;  she  will  clear  it 
this  morning.  £  send  with  this  a  few  bills  requiring  signatures  from 
commanders  of  vessels.  If  in  your  power,  will  you  call  on  the  captain 
of  the  Rinaldo  for  me.  I  had  not  time  to  return  his  call.  Mr.  Fox  is 
still  here,  and  will  remain  till  Goldsborough  comes. 

The  wind  is  fair,  and  I  shall  be  off  as  early  as  possible.  Did  I  tell 
you  that  Buchanan  was  said  to  be  dying!  I  send  you  the  Day  Book  of 
yesterday.  The  Amanda,  I  find,  went  up  to  Baltimore,  so  her  executive 
informed  me.  Thus  you  will  only  have  the  Mystic  and  two  tugs  to  tow 
up,  which  had  better  be  done  to-day  by  the  steamer  Baltimore. 

If  the  8achem  is  not  required  here  any  longer,  I  think  you  had  better 
let  her  go  to  her  destination.  Port  Boyal ;  she  was  only  detained  by  Mr. 
Fox  in  case  we  required  her  to  tow. 

I  believe  I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  except  Gk)d  bless  you,  ever  prays. 
Yours,  most  truly, 

Marston. 
Captain  G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Minnesota. 

The  Day  Book  covers  the  package  I  send  you.  Will  you  have  the 
goodness  to  send  any  letters  that  may  come  for  me  to  New  York;  indeed, 
any  for  this  ship. 

Will  you  put  a  stamp  on  my  letter!    I  am  utterly  out. 

[Encloanre.] 

U.  S.  S.  MoTTNT  Vernon, 
Off  Cove  Point  Light,  [Md.],  Chesapeake  Bay,  March  11,  186:2. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  anchored  off  this  place  last  night, 
and  shall  proceed  again  with  the  Brandywine  in  tow  toward  Annapolis, 
Md.,  at  which  place  we  hope  to  arrive  this  evening. 

We  have  experienced  heavy  weather  in  towing,  the  weather  having 
been  boisterous  and  the  sea  rough.  The  Brandywine  touched  ofif  the 
mouth  of  the  Potomac  yesterday  morning,  but  we  succeeded  in  getting 
her  off  yesterday  afternoon.  In  assisting  her  we  carried  away  our 
bowsprit^  knocked  a  hole  in  our  port  bow,  started  two  of  the  beams, 
and  earned  away  five  knees.  I  shall  be  compelled  to  place  the  vessel 
on  the  screw  dock  on  her  arrival  at  Baltimore,  to  repair  those  damages 
and  to  fix  the  propeller  wheel,  which  is  loose.  That  can  be  done  while 
the  repairs  to  the  engine  are  being  made. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Captain  John  Marston,  XJ.  S.  Navy, 

8enior  Officer,  etc.,  Old  Point  Comfort,  Va. 

P.  S. — ^Please  send  our  letters  up  to  Baltimore  from  the  post-ofdce. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  March  12^  1862. 
I  have  the  moorings  for  the  Monitor  and  would  send  them  direct  but 

am  short  of  three  steamers,  two  being  now  detained  at  Fort  Monroe. 
The  fourth  is  here,  taking  in  new  boilers,  so  I  shall  have  to  send  by 
way  of  Baltimore.  Why  not  let  the  8U  Lawrence  and  Brandywine 
enter  the  Potomac  and  take  post  at  the  Kettle  Bottoms,  or  higher  up 
at  shoal  parts  of  channel  f  In  case  of  any  mishap  to  the  monitor 
this  river  would  be  inaccessible  by  sinking  the  frigates.  Mr.  Grimes 
says  Fessenden  is  not  in  favor  of  the  furnaces;  they  would  be  too  late 
to  do  for  the  Merrimack. 

John  A.  Dahlgren. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

March  12, 1S62—10: 45  a.  m. 
Captain  Wymau  informs  me  that  the  barges  sent  down  have  no 

arrangement  for  sinking  them,  and  have  so  little  stone  in  them  that  he 
thinks  they  would  not  be  very  efficient  in  blocking  the  channel. 

Jno.  a.  Dahloren. 
Brigadier-General  Meigs, 

Quartermajiter-  General. 

[TeiegTAm.] 

New  York,  March  12^  1862. 
Fire  your  guns  on  a  dead  level  at  200  yards  and  you  will  sink  the 

pirate  in  two  rounds.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  falling  short,  as  the  ricochet 
from  our  bow  guns  will  be  nearly  parallel  and  full  efficient  in  hulling 
the  enemy.  Attacking  land  batteries,  employ  exact  elevation.  An 
interview  with  Stimers  would  not  change  a  line  of  my  plans.  What 
spare  plates  do  you  want  f 

J.  Ericsson. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  12, 1862. 
I  telegraphed  last  night  that  I  thought  it  would  be  unsafe  to  put 

shot  into  the  Xl-inch  heavier  than  170  pounds,  which  is  the  weight  of 
their  caldron ;  that  I  will  have  some  wrought-iron  shot  made  of  170 
pounds  and  also  some  bronze  shot.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Minnesota 
should  have  all  her  masts  and  spars  out  of  the  way  except  the  lower 
yards,  from  which  shells  should  be  dropped  into  the  funnel  of  the 
Merrimack  if  they  come  in  contact.  Please  send  up  the  yard  steamers 
Baltimore  and  Philip  as  soon  as  they  can  be  spared.  They  are  urgently 
wanted  here  for  the  communication  along  the  river. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
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[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  12^  1862. 
The  projectiles  for  the  Union  gun  shall  be  put  immediately  in  hand. 

Worden  is  doing  very  well  indeed.    He  was  leeched  last  night  and 
slept  well.    No  one  bnt  the  snrgeons  and  his  wife  are  allowed  to  see  him. 

Joe  Smith  is  to  be  buried  to-morrow. 
Nothing  new  here,  but  if  anything  turns  up  will  let  you  know. H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  Ordnance. 
Assistant  Secretary  Fox. 

Report  of  Commander  Glisson^  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  JS.  S.  Mount 
Vemony  of  arrival  at  Baltimore^  Md. 

v.  S.  S.  Mount  Vbbnon, 
Baltimore,  Md.y  March  12, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  reiK)rt  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  this  port,  having 
been  three  days  in  towing  the  U.  S.  storeship  Brandyicine  as  far  as 
Annai)olis,  owing  to  the  weather.  My  orders  were  to  bring  her  here, 
but,  in  consequence  of  her  large  draft  of  water,  my  pilot  would  not  take 
her  farther  than  Annapolis.  I  x>resume  that  Captain  Totteu  will  com- 

municate with  the  Department  on  the  subject. 
I  was  ordered  by  the  senior  officer  at  Hampton  Itoads  to  have  the 

necessary  temporary  repairs  done  on  the  hull,  engine,  and  boiler  of  this 
vessel  while  at  this  i)ort.  These  repairs  will  not,  I  presume,  take  more 
than  five  or  six  days. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  GussoN, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

m  _ 

Report  of  Commander  Lockwood,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  a  boat  expedition  fro^n 

the  V.  8.  8.  Daylight,  and  the  death  of  Acting  Master'*s  Mate  Corlace, March  12, 1862. 
U.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 

Off  York  River,  Virginia,  March  14, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  12th  instant,  about  1  ̂30 

p.  m.,  an  armed  boat  from  this  ship  was  on  shore  at  the  marshes  abreast 
of  our  anchorage,  about  2  miles  distant,  when  several  armed  men  were 

discovered  approaching  theiQ  without  being  perceived  by  the  boat's crew. 
Finding  that  they  were  likely  to  be  cut  off,  we  stood  in  near  enougli 

to  cover  their  retreat  and  sent  the  rebels  flying  with  a  few  shells  from 
our  guns. 

The  officers'  conduct  who  were  with  the  boat.  Acting  Master  J.  H. 
Gleason  and  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Van  liensalear  Terry, 
was,  in  my  opinion,  highly  reprehensible,  in  not  having  a  lookout  kept; 
also  in  not  making  a  stand  against  the  enemy,  who  fired  on  them,  and  it 
was  not  returned,  although  our  party  numbered  six  to  eight  of  the 
rebels. 

H  w  »— vol  7   7 
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eiice.  If  auy  accideut  should  befall  her,  Newport  News  would  be  taken, 
probably  depending  on  the  laud  forces.  It  is  said  Magruder  has  from 
15,0<K)  to  18,000  men,  extondiug  from  James  River  to  Yorktowu.  1  have 
about  12,500  elective  troops,  including  the  garrison  of  Fort  Monroe,  and 
only  about  110  regular  artillery.  I  do  not  believe  the  channel  could  be 
blocked  between  Sewell's  Point  and  Graney  Island  without  our  first 
taking  Sewell  battery,  consisting  of  from  five  to  thirty  guus,  several  of 
which  are  10-inch. 
I  Jno.  E.  Wool, 

I  Major-General. 
Major-General  G.  B.  McClellan, 

Fair/ax  Court-House. 

[Telegram.] 

March  12, 1861. ' Yours  received;  all  quiet  here  to-day;  flag  of  truce,  but  little  news. 
Parties  on  flag  from  Norfolk  say  slyly  that  Merrimack  [was]  severely 
han<lled  by  what  they  call  our  cheese  box;  she  won't  venture  out  until 
repaired.  Cable  perfect.  Exi>ect  to  leave  here  tomorrow  at  10  o'clock, unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Yours, 
W.  H.  KEiss.[f] 

E.  S.  Sanford, 
Washington. 

I  Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  [March]  13j  [1863]— 2  a.  m. 
I  think  you  can  rely  upon  the  Monitor.  That  is  the  universal  opinion. 

It  is  reported  from  Norfolk  today  that  the  Merrimack  has  been  consid- 
erably injured,  much  more  than  we  at  first  supi>osed.  The  Monitor  is 

not  injured  at  all;  the  Minnesota  also  is  ready  for  action.  Will  keep 
her  here. 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major- OeneraL 
Major-General  G.  li.  MoClellan, 

Fair/ax  Court-House. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Depabtisient,  March  13, 1862. 
Tlie  Monitor  is  more  than  a  match  for  the  Merrimack^  but  she  might 

l»e  disabled  in  the  next  encounter.  I  can  not  advise  so  grciit  dei>eud- 
eiice  U|>on  her.  Burnside  jvud  Goldsborough  are  very  strong  for  the 
Chowan  liiver  route  to  Norfolk,  and  I  brouglit  up  maps,  explanations, 
etc.,  to  show  you.  It  turns  everything,  and  is  only  27  miles  to  Norfolk 
by  two  good  roads.  Burnside  will  have  New  Berne  this  week.  The 
Monitor  may,  and  1  think  will,  destroy  the  Merrimack  in  the  next  iight, 
but  this  is  ho]>e,  not  certainty.    The  Merrimack  must  dock  for  repairs. G.  V.  rox. 

Major-General  George  B.  McClellan, 
Fairfajs  Court-Rouse. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsboroughj  J7.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  JefferSy 
U,  8.  Navy^  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Monitor. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads^  March  J5, 1862. 

Sir:  Yon  will  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  Tlios.  O.  Selfridge, 
now  in  command  of  the  iron -cased  battery  Monitor  ̂   and  assume  the 
command  of  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer^  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Wm.  N.  Jbffers, 

Hampton  RoadSj  Virginia, 

March  13,  [1862]— 5  a.  m. 
(Received  9:25  a.  m.) 

Captain  Wyman  says  he  would  like  to  have  four  or  six  more  barges. 
Do  you  think  further  measures  necessary! 

J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Brigadier-General  Meigs, 
Quartermaster's  Department. 

[Telegram.] 

War  Department,  March  IS,  1862. 

On  Sunday  I  sent  down  fifteen  boats.  On  Tuesday  eight  more,  mak- 
ing twenty-three  in  all.  Do  you  want  moret  If  so,  notify  Colonel 

Kucker  by  telegraph  and  also  me. 
M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  Oeneral. 
Captain  Dahlgren. 

[Telegram.] 

War  Department,  March  13y  1862-^5:20  p.  m. 
I  ordered  yesterday  nine  barges  and  some  men  to  load  them  sent 

down.  Does  Captain  Wyman  need  more  yetf  I  believe  in  precaution. 
I  would  not  trust  this  city  and  the  tieet  you  see  coming  into  the  river 
to  the  strength  of  a  single  screw  bolt  in  the  Monitor^s  new  ma(;hinery. 
if  one  breaks,  the  Merrimack  beats  her.  The  Merrimack^  too,  is  rejwrted 
able  to  outrun,  neglect  her,  and  pass  her. 

M.  O.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General. 
Captain  Dahlgren. 

[Telegram.] 

March  13, 1862^^  p.  m. 
I  have  your  two  telegrams.    Captain  Wyman  writes  me  that  he  has 

placed  eight  barges  on  the  Kettle  Bottoms,  eight  oft'  Smith's  Point,  and 
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seven  off  Mattawoman.    He  thinks  there  should  be  fonr  or  six  more  on 
Mattawoman,  and  asks  for  them,  with  their  auchors. 

]f  it  is  desired  to  put  the  matter  beyond  doubt,  then  it  will  be  better 
to  let  the  two  frigates  at  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  enter  and  proceed  to 
the  Kettle  Bottoms  or  Smith's  Point,  anchor,  and  prepare  to  sink  them 
as  soon  as  the  Merrimack  reaches  the  Potomac.  She  can  not  get  by 

them.  The  telegraph  at  Fort  Monroe  should  give  twelve  hours'  notice; 
and  it  would  be  well  to  send  a  fast  vessel,  like  the  Metamoraj  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Potomac  to  observe  and  to  convey  intelligence. 

Jno.  a.  Dahloren. 
Brigadier-General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster'  OeneraU 

[Telegnun.] 

March  13,  [1862]—^  p.  m. 
Please  send  six  more  barges  to  Captain  Wymau. 

J.  A.  Dahloren. 
Colonel  BucKER, 

Assistant  Quartermaster- Oeneral. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  13^  1862—9:15  p.  m. 
I  have  seen  Fox.  He  says  the  Merrimack  is  not  able  to  come  into 

the  Chesapeake,  and  is  slower  than  the  Monitor,  The  latter  fought 
under  very  disadvantageous  circumstances,  is  uninjured,  and  is  capa- 

ble of  mastering  her  adversary.  He  seems  to  regard  tlie  operations  of 
the  Merrimack  as  confined  to  Hampton  Koads  above  the  fort.  Tbe 
Secretary  has  telegraphed  concerning  Burnside  and  Wool.  No  troops 
ordered  to  Fremont  from  this  army. 

iRViN  McDowell, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  MoOlellan. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  March  13, 1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  desired  by  telegram  to  know  if  the  channel 
between  Sewell's  Point  and  Craney  Island  could  be  blocketi.  I  reply 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  without  first  taking  the  battery,  30 
guns,  on  SewelPs  Point,  and  then  sink  20  boats  loaded  with  st^one, 
exposed,  however,  to  a  fire  of  30  guns  on  Craney  Island.  The  Hag- 
oHicer,  Goldsborough,  agrees  with  me  in  this  opinion.  To  take  the 
batteries  it  would  require  the  Monitor.  Neither  of  us  think  it  would  do 
to  use  the  Monitor  for  that  service  lest  she  should  become  crippled. 
She  is  our  only  hope  against  the  Merrimack. 

John  K.  Wool, 

Major- OeneraU 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  tJie  Secretary  of  War  regarding 
means  to  prevent  the  exit  of  the  0.  8.  8,  Virginia  (Merrimaci). 

Navy  Dbpabtment,  March  13, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  this  Department  can  easily 

obs tract  the  channel  to  Norfolk  so  as  to  prevent  the  exit  of  the  Merri- 
mack, provided  the  army  will  carry  the  SewelFs  Point  batteries,  in 

which  daty  the  navy  will  give  great  assistance. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  offering 
means  to  prevent  the  exit  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  (Merrimack). 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  0.,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  he  places  at 
yonr  disposal  any  transports  or  coal  vessels  at  Fort  Monroe  for  the 
purpose  of  closing  the  channel  of  the  Elizabeth  Biver  to  prevent  the 
Merrimack  from  again  coming  out. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re8i)ectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-  General. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquabters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Fairfax  CourtHouse, March  13, 1862 — 9:46 p. m. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
requested  to  order  to  Fort  Monroe  whatever  force  Du  Pont  can  now 
spare,  as  well  as  any  available  force  that  Goldsborough  can  send  up  as 
soon  as  his  present  operations  are  completed. 

G.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Report  of  FUig- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  in  Hamp- 
ton Roads  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Dacotah. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  13, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Dacotah  arrived  at  this  port  this  morning. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Missroon^    U.  S,  Navpy  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Wa4ihu8ettg  of  the  departure  of  that  vessel  from  Boston. 

U.  S.  Sloop  op  War  Waohusett, 
Off  WooWs  Holly  March  13, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  enclosed  to  the  Department  a  list 
of  officers  and  the  crew  of  this  vessel. 

I  left  the  navy  yard,  Boston,  at  6:15  p.  m.  yesterday.  The  engines 
are  doing  well,  and  a  full  report  of  performance  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  Department  on  arrival  at  Hampton  Eoads. 

I  am,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  S.   MiSSROON, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 

[Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  March  13,  [1862]. 
To  Craig,  Neic  Yorlc,  and  Fulton,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia: 

Steamer  Merrimack  is  afloat  at  Norfolk  yard  and  large  force  workmen 
employed  in  repairs.  Serious  damage  was  received  by  one  of  prongs 
on  bow,  and  forward  part  of  vessel  was  stove  in ;  that  partis  now  being 
strengthened.  People  of  Norfolk  are  said  to  be  in  state  of  mingled 
rejoicing  and  fear. 

Lieutenant  W.  N.  Jeffers  is  now  in  command  of  Monitor. 
Babcock. 

Approved. John  E.  Wool, 

Major- General, 

Report  of  Commander  McKinstry,   U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  8.  S. 
hacotah,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  in  Hampton  Roads. 

m 

U.  S.  S.  Dacotah, 
Hampton  Roads^  March  13, 1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  order  of  Captain  William  L.  Hudson, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  this  ship  left  Boston  on  the  9th 
instant  and  arrived  at  this  anchorage  on  this  day  at  10  a.  m. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
Jambs  P.  McKinstry, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDsnoROUGH, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  movement  of  blockade 
runners  from  foreign  ports. 

Navy  Department,  March  13, 1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  copies  of  dispatches 

received  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  giving  information  of  the  following- 
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named  vessels,  now  fitting  out  in  foreign  xK)rt8  with  the  intention  of 
running  the  blockade: 

Boadicea^  Mary  Banfield^  sailed  from  Liverpool;  Fanny  Lewis,  loading 
at  Liverpool;  Intended,  Lycurgus,  Fanny  or  Annie  Laurie,  loading  at 
London;  Bermuday  loading  at  Liverpool;  Herald,  said  to  be  a  fast 
sailer;  Maturin  Oor,  loading  at  Havre  with  cloth. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobouoh, 
Comdg,  North  AtUmtic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[EnclosnrM.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Liverpool,  February  19, 1862. 

Sib  :  The  bark  Boadicea,  855  tons,  owned  by  Femie  Brothers  &  Co., 
sailed  from  this  port  on  Saturday  last  loaded  with  salt,  coal,  and 
bagging.    She  cleared  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 

The  Mary  Banfield,  a  small  vessel  of  123  tons,  cleared  on  the  17th 
instant  for  Nassau.  She  is  loaded  with  salt.  Her  consignees  are 
Strong  &  Co.  1  have  reason  to  believe  the  cargoes  of  lK>th  these 
vessels  are  intended  for  the  South,  and  that  they  will  attempt  to  run 
the  blockade. 

The  Fanny  Letcis,  which  ran  the  blockade  at  Charleston  and  brought 
a  cargo  of  cotton  and  resin  to  Liverpool,  is  now  taking  in  a  cargo  of 
saltpeter  for  the  rebel  Government.  She  will  clear  from  here  in  about 
a  week  for  Valparaiso  and  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  at  Charleston. 
Her  nominal  captain  will  be  an  Englishman  and  she  will  clear  as  an 
English  vessel  and  sail  under  that  flag;  but  Captain  Walker,  who  com- 

manded her  when  she  left  Charleston,  will  go  out  in  her  and  be  her  real 
commander.  The  understanding  is  that  if  they  meet  with  the  blockad- 

ing squadron.  Captain  Walker  is  to  hide  below;  if  found,  to  pretend 
to  be  a  passenger,  and  the  English  captain  is  to  represent  himself  as  the 
captain  and  that  they  have  got  off  their  course,  and  remain  until  night 
comes  on  and  then,  under  cover  of  the  darkness,  either  run  in  or  make 
for  Nassau.    •    •    • 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  destination  of  the  Fanny  Letcis  has  been 
changed  ftom  Valparaiso  to  Nassau;  she  will  clear  for  this  last  port. 
The  name  of  her  nominal  commander  is  Mitchell. 

I  am,  etc.. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sewabd, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Thos.  H.  Dudley, 
U.  S.  Consul. 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
London,  February  21, 1862. 

Sm:  Several  sailing  vessels  are  about  to  leave  this  port  with  salt, 
coal,  and  some  iron  and  other  cargo  for  Nassau,  under  circumstances 
which  give  them  the  appearance  of  being  on  Southern  account,  though 
as  yet  we  have  no  positive  proofs  of  the  finid  destination  of  these 
cargoes. 

The  names  are,  the  brig  Intended,  schooner  Lycurgus,  with  coal  for 
Nassau;  the  Fanny  (probably  Annie  Laurie),  a  bark,  is  loading  with 
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suit  for  Nassau.  There  is  uo  doubt  bat  that  vessels  have  left  Bristol 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  I  have  written  to  the  consul  to  ferret 

them  out  and  report.    •     •    • 
I  am,  etc.,  F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Liverpool,  February  19^  1862. 

Sir:  •  »  »  The  Bermuda  went  down  7  inches  last  night.  She 
will  soon  be  away  and  will  have  a  valuable  cargo  on  board  and  is  surely 
going  to  Bermuda.  This  vessel  took  on  board  last  night  and  to-day 
twelve  gun  carriages  for  field  artillery.  The  guns  for  some  must  have 
been  taken  on  board  in  iron  strapp^  boxes,  or  are  not  on  board  yet. 
Since  I  wrote,  there  has  gone  on  board  four  guns  from  l\  to  5  tons 
weight  and  two  [of  J  7  tons  (so  says  the  stevedore).  This  must  be  a 
mistake,  but  it  establishes  the  fact  of  there  being  six  guns  of  the 
heaviest  caliber  on  board.  Aside  from  the  carriages  mentioned,  she 
has  a  good  many  carriages  with  iron  rims,  broad  and  narrow,  evidently 
intended  for  use  in  light  sail.  She  is  now  taking  in  10  tons  telegraphic 
wire. 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Dublin^  February  21^  1862. 

Sir:  •  •  »  The  spirit  of  brag  is  already  displayed  by  those  citi- 
zens of  Dublin  who  have  gainc<1  the  knowledge  of  the  steamer^s  new 

errand.  They  think  there  is  no  steamer  in  our  whole  Navy  that  can 
catch  the  Herald.  1  hope  her  valuable  qualities  will  soon  be  tested  by 
our  fleet.  So  much  has  been  said  about  her  qualities,  I  think  she  will 
make  our  naval  Heet  a  good  prize.  The  greatest  efforts  were  made  to 
keep  the  transactions  appertaining  to  the  Herald  in  silence.  •  •  • 
I  hope  the  next  dispatch  will  bring  the  good  news  of  the  capture  of  the 
steamer  Herald. 

I  am,  etc., 
Henry  B.  Hammond. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State. 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Havrcy  February  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  respectfully  to  sttite  that  300  bales  of  the  rebel  cloths,  in 
relation  to  which  1  have  for  months  been  in  correspondence  with  the 
American  minister  at  Brussels,  are  now  being  shii)ped  in  tliis  port,  by 
the  French  ship  Maturin  Cor,  ostensibly  for  Havana.    Her  purpose 
may  be  to  run  the  blockade,  or,  failing  that,  to  rcship  from  a  West 
India  port. 

-,    ,    .  ̂ ,       wi      1    ,    X               ,    ̂   E.  G.  &  Co.       E.  G.  &  Co. 
Most  of  the  cloths  (bales)  are  marked   ^   or       -  ̂  

I  am,  etc., 
James  O.  Putnam. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  8. 
Navy^  transmitting  information  regarding  tKe  movement  of  blockade 
runners  from  foreign  ports. 

Navy  Department,  March  13, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  information  derived  from  dispatches  received 

at  the  State  Department  in  relation  to  vessels  that  are  suspected  of  an 
intention  to  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  They  are  the  Oreto  (may  be 
designed  for  a  privateer),  Philanthropist,  Mary  Ellen,  Rangoon,  Fanny 
Lewis,  Modern  Greece,  Circassian,  Bermuda,  Bahama,  Economist  No,  2, 
Robert  Bruce,  Amanda,  Alexcmder,  Na4>mi,  and  Windward. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  AtUmtic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Information  respecting  reaaels  suspected  of  a  design  to  carry  muniti&ns  of  war  to  the  reheU, 
derived  from  dispatches  received  at  the  Department  of  State, 

From  the  IT.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  under  date  of  February  26 : 
The  Oreto  has  not  sailed;  it  is  understood  she  will  ship  her  crew  for 

Malta  or  Gibraltar.  Her  guns  will  be  smuggled  on  in  some  way. 
There  is  no  doubt  she  is  intended  as  a  privateer. 
The  ship  Philanthropist,  805  tons,  will  clear  to-morrow  for  Havana, 

loaded  principally  with  saltpeter,  and  is  to  run  the  blockade. 
The  bark  Mary  Ellen  cleared  about  twelve  days  ago  for  the  coast 

of  Africa.  At  the  time  that  was  supposed  to  be  her  destination.  From 
information  received  since,  her  real  destination  is  thought  to  be 
Charleston.    Cargo  of  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  dry  goods. 

The  steamer  Rangoon  has  commenced  to  load  for  the  South.  It  is 
thought  she  will  not  attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  but  land  her  cargo 
at  Nassau  or  Bermuda,  and  send  it  to  Charleston  in  the  Herald  or 
Caroline,  which  are  to  run  regularly  between  those  places.  She  may, 
however,  attempt  it,  as  both  vessel  and  cargo  can  now  be  insured. 
Tonnage,  1,750  tons. 

The  Fanny  Lewis  is  taking  on  cases  supposed  to  contain  rifles  and 
pistols.    Her  saltpeter  is  all  on. 

From  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Cardiff,  under  date  of  February  21: 
There  are  two  vessels  that  have  come  into  this  port  that  intend  to 

run  the  blockiide  if  they  can.  The  Modern  Greece  sailed  on  the  19th 

for'Gibraltar  with  coal,  and  the  Circassian  is  now  loading  with  coal  for Bermuda.  From  these  places  or  elsewhere  they  intend  to  take  arms 
and  stores  and  sail  for  the  United  States. 

From  the  U.  S.  minister  at  Brussels,  under  date  of  February  25: 

The  Bermuda  is  about  to  make  another  venture  from  England,  south, 
and,  in  addition  to  the  Economist  No.  2,  the  Bahama  is  also  about  to 
leave  with  war  materials  for  the  rebels.  The  cargo  of  tlie  Economist 
No.  2  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  impor&nt  yet  dispatched. 
Eight  complete  batteries  of  rifled  cannon,  with  ammunition  to  match, 
would  be  a  formidable  addition  to  rebel  resources.  Captain  Bulloch 
will  take  her  out. 
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From  dinpatcbes  from  Ifristnl,  dnteit  Fehnuiry  12: 

a  vessels  wLicli  bave  iilroiuly  run  the  blockade  and  retiuncd  1 
alt  right,  the  Robert  Sruce,  of  Bristol,  and  the  Amanda,  of  Bangor, 
(Me.],  U.  S.,  are  about  to  load  again  (ostensibly)  for  Havana. 

There  are  three  Oonfederate  vessels  at  present  in  this  i>ort — tlt4 

.  Alexander,  of  Portstnoath,  the  Naomi,  of  Charleston,  and  the  IViSj' Kwarf},  of  yorfolk.    All  display  the  Oonfederate  flag. 

vi( 

■  nf 

I    wa 

Vapture  of  Netc  lirrne,  N.  C,  March  13-14,  1H63.» 

■SapoTt  of  ComiDandar  Bowan.  IT.  S.  Tlivj,  esmmsudiiig  navfti  feross  in  the  wnmdi  of  1 
Cftiolma. 

IT.  S.  Ft^g-Steambr  Philadelphia, 

Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  16,  :" 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  t.o  report  the  capture  of  all  the  rebel  batte 

npon  tlie  Neuse  Kiver.  the  comiik-ta  defeat  iiiul  ront  of  the  enemy's 
forces  in  tliis  vicinity,  and  the  oc(;ii|iation  of  Mie  city  of  New  Berne  by 
the  combined  forces  of  the  Army  and  Navj'  of  the  United  States  ou 
yesterday,  Friday,  at  noon. 

The  incidents  of  the  expedition,  briefly  st;iWMl,  are  these: 
The  fleet  under  my  command,  and  that  of  the  army,  left  Ilatteras 

Inlet  at  7:30  on  \Veilne8daymiirninf;,12th  inHtaiit,  and  arrived  withont 
accident  or  delay  at  the  point  wliieli  had  been  selected  ibr  diaembark- 
iug  the  troops,  anil  witliin  sight  of  the  city  of  New  Berne,  at  aaiidown 
on  the  evening  of  tlie  same  day,  where  we  an*diorwl  for  the  night. 

On  Thursday  morning  I  hoisted  uiy  jicinnant  on  board  the  steamer 
Veiavare, 

At  8:30  a.  m.  our  gnnboats  commenced  shelling  the  woods  in  the 

vicinity  of  the  proposed  pliM-e  of  Innding.  tiiking  stations  at  intervals 
alonj;  the  shores  to  prott^ct  the  advance  of  the  trtmps. 

At  0:30  a.  m.  the  troops  commenced  landing,  and  at  the  Hame  time 
X  naval  boat  howitxers,  with  their  crews,  nuder  the  command  of 
deutenaut  U.  t^.  McCook,  of  the  Star»  and  titripen,  wore  put  on  shore 

to  assist  in  tlie  attack.  The  army  c^mmeno^d  \a  move  np  the  beach 
at  ahont  II  :30  a.  m.,  the  debarkation  of  troops  still  continuing.  In  the 
meantime  onr  vessels  were  slowly  moving  up,  throwing  shells  in  the 
woods  Iwyond. 

At  4:15  p.  ni.  the  first  of  the  enemy's  batteries  opened  fire  on  the 
foremost  of  our  gunboats,  which  was  returned  l>y  them  at  long  range. 
The  troops  were  now  all  disembarked  and  steadily  mlvancing  withont 
resistance.  At  sundown  the  firing  was  discontinued  and  the  ficel  came 
to  anchor  in  position  ti>  cover  the  troops  ou  shore. 

At  G:3«  a.  m.,  Friday,  14tti  iiisfjvnt,  we  heard  a  continnons  firing  of 
heavy  guns  and  musketry  iidand,  and  immediat«ly  commenced  throw- 

ing onr  shells  in  advance  of  the  position  snpirased  to  be  held  by  our 
troops. 

The  fleet  steadily  moved  up  and  gradoally  closed  in  toward  the  bat- 
teries. The  lower  fortification  was  discovered  to  have  been  abandotied 

by  the  enemy.  A  boat  was  dispatched  to  it  and  the  stars  and  ̂ 'tripes 
planted  on  the  ramparts. 

As  we  advanced  the  upper  batteries  oi>ened  fire  upon  ns.  The  lire 

was  returned  with  efl'ect,  the  magazine  of  one  exploding. 
ea,  suD  Oflioiol  Kiioonla  of  the  Union  nnd  Con- 



NOBTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADINQ  SQUADRON.        109 

Having  proceeded  iu  an  extended  line  as  far  as  the  obstruction  in  the 
river  would  x>crmit,  the  signal  was  made  to  follow  the  movements  of 
the  flagship,  and  the  whole  fleet  advanced  in  order,  concentrating  our 
fire  on  Fort  Thompson,  mounting  thirteen  guns,  on  which  rested  the 
enemy's  land  defenses.  The  army  having,  with  great  gallantry,  driven 
them  out  of  these  defenses,  the  forts  were  abandoned. 

Several  of  our  vessels  were  slightly  injured  in  passing  the  barricades 
of  piles  and  torpedoes,  which  had  been  placed  in  the  river. 

The  upper  battery  having  been  evacuated  on  the  approach  of  the 
combined  forces,  it  was  abandoned  and  subsequently  blew  up. 
We  now  steamed  rai)idly  up  to  tlie  city.  The  enemy  had  fled,  and 

the  place  remains  in  our  possession.  Upon  our  apx)roach  several  points 
of  the  city  were  fired  by  the  enemy  where  stores  had  been  accumulated. 
Two  small  batteries,  constructed  of  cotton  bales,  and  mounting  two 
guns  each,  were  also  fired  by  them.  Two  small  steamers  were  captured, 
another  having  been  burned.  A  large  rafb  composed  of  barrels  of 
pitch  and  bales  of  cotton,  which  had  been  prepared  to  send  down  upon 
the  fleet,  was  fired  and  floating  against  the  railroad  bridge  set  it  on 
fire  and  destroyed  it.  In  addition  to  the  prizes,  a  quantity  of  cotton, 
pitch,  tar,  a  gunboat  and  another  vessel  on  the  stocks,  several  schooners 
afloat,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  fell  into 
our  hands. 

At  about  4  p.  m..  I  sent  several  of  our  vessels  to  the  right  bank  of 
the  Trent  River  to  carry  General  Foster's  brigade  to  occupy  the  city of  New  Berne. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, S.  0.  Rowan, 
Gominandinfi  U.  S,  Naval  Forces  %n  Pamlico  Sound, 

Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

[Endonement.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
March  17 ̂   1862—8: 30  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  this  highly  imx)ortant  and  interesting 
dispatch  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  by  Commander  Hazard. 
1  received  it  a  few  minutes  since,  and  lose  not  a  moment  in  sending  it 
to  Baltimore  by  the  steamer  Commodore^  which  brought  it  to  me  from 
Hatteras  Inlet,  in  order  that  it  may  reach  Washington  early  to-morrow 
forenoon. 

Most  re8i)ectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City, 

lift  of  rebel  fortiiicatioiis  on  the  Kenie  Siver,  near  Hew  Berne,  K.  C,  reduced  by  the  United 
Statei  naval  forees  under  oommand  of  Commander  8.  C.  Bowan,  Maieh  13  and  14,  1802. 

No.  1. — Fort  Dixie,  four  guns;  one  6-inch  ritie,  three  32-iK)unders. 
No.  2. — Fort  Ellis,  eight  guns;  among  which  were,  viz,  one  8-inch 

columbiad,  one  6-inch  rifle. 
No.  3. — Gasemated  work,  two  guns. 
No.  4. — Fort  Thompson,  twelve  guns;  two  6-inch  rifles,,  ten  32- 

pounders. 
No.  5. — Fort  Lane,  four  guns;  two  6- inch  rifles,  two  ̂ '2.-\>ov3lw^^t:^, 
And  two  forts  in  front  of  city,  mounting  two  gun^  ea^. 



ATLANTIC   BLOCKADINO    SQUADRON. 

V.  8.  8.  Philadelphia, 

rtj?"  Kifip  Seme,  X.  V.,  March  20,  ims. 
SlB:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  detailed  ifimrt  of  tbo 

attack  upou  New  Berne  and  ita  apjiroautiea: 
I  left  Hattieras  lulet  on  Weduestlay,  Mai'cli  12,  at  7:311  a.  in.,  witli 

tbe  foUuwiag  uaval  furw  uuder  loy  command:  PhlUuieliihia,  my  fiag- 
sbip.  Acting  Master  8.  lleyiiolds,  commandiug;  Star»  and  Utripea, 

Lieiiteuant  Commanding  It.  Werdeu ;  Louisiana,  Lieutenant  C'ommaud- 
ing  A.  Aliirmy;  Hetzel,  Lieutenant  (Jomniandiug  U.  K.  Davenport; 
Delairare,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  1'.  Quaukenbuali ;  Commodore 
i*frry,  Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  W.  Flusser;  Valley  Vily,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  J.  C  Chaplin;  Underwriter,  Lieutenant  Commaudiug  A. 
Hopkins;  Commodore  Barney,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  K.  T. 
Uensbaw;  Ilunchbaek,  Acting  LiLiateuaut  Commanding  E.  G,  Colhoun; 
Soutkjield,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  C,  F,  W.  Bebm; 
Morse,  Acting  Master  Commanding  Peter  Hays;  [Henry]  Brinker, 
Acting  Master  Commanding  J.  E.  Giddings,  and  Loi'kirood,  Acting 
Master  Commanding  G.  W,  Graves.  By8a.m.  tbo  naval  fleet,  together 
with  the  army  transports,  were  steaming  rapidly  up  tbe  sound. 
A  1  p.  ni,  wo  mivde  Brant  lebmd,  distant  about  13  miles.  At  2: 10 

p.  m.,  tbo  advance  division  of  the  guuboate  baviugentcred  tbo  inoutb 
of  Nease  Kiver,  and  being  some  miles  in  advance  of  tbe  Hagiship,  I 
miMle  signal  to  stop,  that  tbe  fleet  might  be  concentrated.  At  this 
time  General  Buruside  came  alongside  tbe  flagship  and  requested  that 

one  of  our  gnuboatH  might  be  sent  to  the  mouth  of  I'umlico  Uiver, 
intelligence  having  been  received  that  two  steamers  were  in  that  river. 
To  guard  against  a  {lossibility  of  an  attempt  by  tbe  enemy  1o  cut  off 
any  of  our  transport  vessels  which  might  remain  unprotected  in  tbe 

rear  of  the  fleet,  I  dispatched  the  Loekwood  to  lay  oil'  the  mouth  of that  river  during  the  night. 
At  3:411  p,  m.,  having  come  up  with  the  advauce,  signal  was  made  to 

form  line  ahead,  and  the  fleet  again  moved  on,  having  now  fairly 
entered  Neuso  Kiver. 

At  6  p.  m.,  tbe  gunboats  being  now  far  in  advance  of  the  army  trans- 
iwrtfl  and  in  sight  of  the  obstructions  placi'd  by  the  enemy  in  the  river 
opposite  to  their  batteries,  a  small  steamer  was  discovered  about  (i  mileii 
ahead,  apparently  reconnoitering.  The  Delaware  was  riiapatcbed  in 
pursuit.  Failing  to  overtake  tbe  chase,  but  having  driven  her  under 
the  gnns  of  tbe  batteries,  she  returned.  At  <> :  10  p.  m.  tbe  naval  fleet 

came  to  anchor  in  three  columns  off  Sfocum's  Creek,  the  point  decided 
upon  for  the  debarkation  of  troops,  and  about  15  miles  distant  from 
New  Berne. 

Early  the  following  morning  (13th)  I  hoisted  my  |>ennant  on  Imard 
the  Detatrarc. 

The  titara  and  Stripes  and  Louisiana  were  pla<^od  on  the  west  side  of 
the  creek,  and  the  Iletael  and  Vallty  City  on  tbe  oast.  At  about  8  a.  m. 
the  troops  started  from  the  transjMrts,  and  at  tbe  same  time  the  gun- 

boats, stationed  as  above,  opened  with  grajio  and  shell  on  the  point 
selected  for  landing,  the  Are  ceasing  as  tbo  flrst  brigade  landed.  At 
D  a.  ni.  six  naval  boat  howitzers,  commanded  respectively  bv  Acting 
Master  0.  H.  Daniels  ( U.  S.  S.  lletzel),  Mr.  E.  P.  Meeker  ( V.  S.  8.  Pkil 
(wie/pAid),  Acting  Master  .1.  li.  Flammond  (II.  8.  8.  JIet::el),  Mr.  E.  C. 

I  GabandiUi   (U.  8.  S.  Delaware),   Lieutenant  Tillotsou   (Union  Coast 
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Gnard),  and  Lieutenant  T.  W.  B.  Hughes  (Union  Coast  Guard),  all 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  R.  S.  McOook,  of  the  Stars  and 
Stripesj  were  landed  to  assist  in  the  attack. 

The  Perry  was  moved  up  opposite  the  position  of  the  battery  in  the 
interior  near  the  railroad,  with  directions  to  open  fire  and  unmask  it. 
The  Souihfield  was  ordered  to  follow  and  take  a  position  near  the  Perry. 
The  Underwriter  was  soon  directed  to  join  them  and  use  her  rifle  gun 
only.  The  Morse  was  stationed  a  mile  below  these  vessels  and  the  Com- 
modore  Perry  J  Commodore  Barney  f\  and  Hunchback  below  the  Morse. 

As  soon  as  the  last  brigade  was  embarked  for  landing,  I  went  up  the 
river  with  the  Delaware  to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  Fort  Dixie.  As  I 
approached,  the  battery  opened  fire,  which  was  returned,  and,  the  Perry 
coming  up,  a  spirited  and  very  effective  fire  was  kept  up  by  that  vessel 
until  dark,  I  having  returned  at  the  request  of  General  Burnside  to 
communicate  with  him. 

Having  dispatched  the  Delaware  on  special  service,  I  returned  to  the 
Southfieldy  after  having  communicated  with  the  general,  and  proceeded 
in  that  vessel  to  the  Perry ̂   which  vessel  was  ordered  to  cease  firing,  as 
the  night  had  set  in  with  a  heavy  fog. 
The  8outhfield  and  Lockwood  were  anchored  2  miles  below  Fort 

Dixie,  and,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  abreast  the  advanced  position  of 
our  forces^  the  Delaware  joining  me  during  the  night. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  report  of  a  gun,  sup- 
posed to  be  a  fieldpiece  on  shore,  was  heard.  The  Delaware^  Hunch- 

ftot'fc,  and  Lockwood  were  immediately  ordered  to  get  underway.  The 
fog  being  too  dense  to  signalize,  the  Lockwood  was  directed  to  trace 
the  land  down  and  order  up  the  vessels  that  had  been  stationed  along 
the  shore  from  our  position  to  the  point  of  debarkation.  The  Delaware 
and  Southfield  were  ordered  to  move  up  and  open  fire  on  Fort  Dixie. 
They  were  soon  joined  by  the  heavy  ships  from  below^  followed  by  the 
more  distant  vessels  that  had  been  guarding  Slocum's  Greek.  Receiv- 

ing no  response  from  Fort  Dixie,  a  boat  was  sent  ashore  and  the 
American  flag  raised  on  the  ramparts.  I  then  passed  on  up  and  opened 
fire  on  Fort  Ellis,  which  was  returned  until  the  fort  blew  up.  At  this 
time  our  troops  were  pressing  on  the  enemy's  entrenchments  in  rear  of 
Fort  Thompsoii.  I  made  signal,  ̂ ^Advance  in  line  abreast,"  and  closed 
up  toward  the  barriers  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Thompson  and  in  direc- . 
tion  of  the  sound  of  the  enemy's  fire  in  the  interior.  At  this  juncture 
an  oflicer  fh>m  General  Burnside  came  down  to  the  beach  and  informed 
me  that  our  shells  were  falling  to  the  left,  and  near  our  own  troops; 
changed  direction  and  continued  the  fire  and  advanced  to  the  barriers. 

Fort  Thompson  having  ceased  to  return  our  fire,  made  signal 
"Follow  my  motions,"  and  advanced  through  the  first  row  of  obstruc- 

tions in  "line  ahead."  As  we  passed  the  obstructions  our  troops  ap- 
peared on  the  ramparts  of  the  fort  waving  the  American  flag.  We 

threw  a  few  shell  into  Fort  Lane,  but  receiving  no  response  ordered 
the  Valley  City  to  raise  the  American  flag  on  the  remaining  forts  and 
passed  rapidly  up  the  river  in  "  line  ahead."  As  we  passed  up,  and  on 
opening  Trent  River,  two  batteries  were  discovered  mounting  two  guns 
each  on  the  wharves  in  front  of  the  city;  both,  however,  were  deserted. 
Passed  up  the  Keuse  River  and  opened  fire  from  the  Delaware  on  some 
steamboats  that  were  attempting  to  escape  up  the  river,  one  of  them 
having  in  tow  a  schooner  loaded  with  commissary  stores.  One  of  the 
steamers  was  run  inshore  and  burned;  the  other  two,  together  with 
the  sohooner;  were  captured. 



At  about  lli  o'clock  lu.,  I  run  tlie  Delaware  alougside  tbe  wliurf  aod 
informed  the  iatiabitanta  tlisit  we  intended  no  injury  to  llie  town.  At 
tbiH  time  &Tiis  broLe  out  in  Boveral  imrtiotis  of  tbe  city,  it  apparciitly 
being  tlie  intention  on  tbe  part  of  tlie  euemy  to  destroy  it.  Fire  wjw 
also  couimuiiiuatetl  to  a  Hoatinfj  raft  in  Treat  Rivor.  filled  with  bate^of 
cottou  isaturated  witli  turpentine,  which  bad  been  prepared  to  sead 
down  to  tbe  fleet.  This,  drifting  agaiust  the  railroad  bridge,  set  lire  to 
and  destroyed  it. 

Tbe  Louiniana  and  liamcy  were  sent  t«  tbe  Trent  side  of  the  town  iu 
ortler  to  ttecure  any  imblic  property  that  misbt  be  foaud  there.    Several 
hundred  ttland  of  arnia  and  other  munitions  of  war  und  a  birgu  amount    , 
of  naval  stores,  together  with  a  large  three-masted  suboouer,  fell  into 
our  hands. 

At  2  p.  m.,  our  victorious  troops  appeiu'iug  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Trent,  the  work  of  transportution  commenced,  iiud  at  sundown  the 
army  was  in  full  occupancy  of  tlie  city. 

The  obstructions  in  the  river  were  very  formidable  unci  had  evidently 
been  prepared  with  great  CJire.  The  lower  barrier  was  composed  of  a 

series  of  piling  driven  securely  into  the  bottom  and  cut  oQ'  below  the water.  Added  to  this  was  ainttber  rowof  ironeapped  and  pointed  jiiles 
inclined  at  an  angle  of  about  45  degrees  down  tlie  stream.  Kear  these 

was  a  row  of  thirty  torpedoes,  containing  about  'M)  imunda  of  powder 
each,  and  fitted  with  metal  fui^es  conneeted  to  spring  percussion  locks 
with  trigger-Iiiiea  atbiehed  to  the  i)ointed  piles. 

Tbe  second  barrier  was  (piita  as  formidable  as  ihe  first,  tboogh  not 
so  dangerous.  This  was  about  a  mile  above  und  abreast  of  Fort 
Thompson,  and  consisted  of  a  line  of  suTiken  vessels,  closely  massed, 
and  chetiiux-de-friitc,  leaving  a  very  iniriow  passage  under  tbe  battery. 

In  passing  through  these  obstructions  the  I'crry  struck  one  of  tbe  iron 
stakes  and  carried  tbe  head  of  it  off  slicking  in  her  bottom.  The  Barney 
bad  a  liole  six  inches  long  cut  in  ber,  and  the  Stars  and  Stripcx  wa» 

also  injured,  but  fortunately  the  torx>odoes  failed  to  serve  tbe  enemy's 
purpose. 

The  forts,  six  in  number  ( exclusive  of  those  on  the  Ti-ent )  were  well 
constructed  earthworks,  varying  in  distance  apart  from  one- half  mile  to 
li  miles  and  mounting  iu  all  thirty-two  guns,  ranging  from  32-pounder8 

.  to  80  ixmuders  rttled,  all  in  barbette,  with  the  exception  of  one  ease- 
mat«d  fort  mounting  two  gnus. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reiiort  of  Lieutenaut  McOook,  commanding 
the  naval  battery  in  the  battle  of  New  Berne.  Tbe  conduct  of  this 
olbcer,  as  also  the  officers  in  command  of  the  guns  and  their  crows,  is 
worthy  of  all  praise.  The  list  of  killed  and  wonnde<I  in  this  little 
command,  amounting  to  less  than  50  all  told,  will  show  that  where  the 
hottest  of  the  fire  was  there  they  were. 

It  again  becomea  my  pleasing  duty  trt  bear  testimony  to  the  gallant 
bearing  of  tbe  commanders  of  the  different  vessels,  their  officers  and 
crews.  I  tnnst  beg  leave  to  express  my  gratefid  thanks  for  the  ablo 
manner  in  which  I  have  lieeu  supported  by  them. 

I  sin  happy  to  add  that  no  casualties  occurred  on  board  the  vessels 
under  my  ctmimand  during  the  engagement, 

I  have>lhe  honor  to  be,  very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
8.  O.  ItowAN, 

Ctimmanding  V.  8.  Naval  Fomat,  Sounde  of  N^orth  Carolina. 
Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Golusbdrodgii, 

Comdg.  Xurtti  Atlantie  lilvckadimj  Squadron,  IlamptoH  EoaiU, 
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[  EnoloBoxea.] 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  K.  C,  March  19^  1862. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabinit  the  following  detailed  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  battery  under  my  command  during  the  action  near 
this  place  on  the  ll^th  instant: 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  13th,  I  took  command  of  the  naval 
battery  of  six  howitzers,  and  on  the  morning  of  that  day  landed  with 
the  advance  of  the  army  at  Slocum's  Greek.  I  was  placed  in  the  brigade 
and  under  the  orders  of  General  Foster,  and  at  once  moved  forward  to 
join  him.  The  roads  were  very  heavy,  in  some  places  almost  impassable, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  assistance  which  was  cheerfully  rendered 
me  by  the  army  the  pieces  could  never  have  gone  forward.  We  marched 
steadily  forward  till  9  o'clock  at  night  and  then  halted  to  rest. 

At  1  a.  m.  of  the  14th  we  again  moved  forward,  and  at  3  a.  m.  reported 
to  General  Buruside,  who  ordered  us  to  halt. 
At  daylight  we  resumed  our  march.  At  about  7  a.  m.  General 

Burnside  ordered  me  to  take  a  position  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  enemy's works. 
I  moved  the  battery  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  cleared  space  and 

deployed  it  to  the  left  of  the  county  road,  opening  fire  at  once  with  shell 
and  shrapnel,  at  a  distance  of  about  600  yards.  Opposed  to  us,  and 
behind  the  breastwork,  was  a  battery  of  eleven  fieldpieces  (six  of 
which  paid  particular  attention  to  us)  and  a  number  of  riflemen,  who 
annoyed  us  excessively  whenever  the  smoke  would  lift  clear  of  our 

guns. In  attempting  to  drive  these  latter  from  the  breastwork  I  advanced 
the  battery  some  distance,  firing  canister,  but  was  compelled  to  fall 
back  to  my  original  position  after  having  one  gun  disabled,  an  officer 
and  several  men  wounded,  and  one  kille<l. 

For  an  hour  and  a  half  we  maintained  our  position  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  shell,  grape,  and  musketry,  when  a  gallant  charge  by  our  troops 
cleared  the  enemy  from  the  breastwork. 

I  at  once  moved  forward  into  the  work  with  three  of  my  pieces  and 
all  my  remaining  ammunition. 

General  Foster  then  ordered  me  forward  with  a  portion  of  his  brigade. 
When  we  had  arrived  within  200  yards  of  the  railroad  a  detached  body 
of  the  enemy  appeared  in  sight.  The  guns  were  at  once  prepared  for 
action  and  pointed  toward  a  cleared  spot  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
railroad  that  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  making  for.  As  they  came  into 
this  open  space  I  gave  the  order  to  fire,  but  before  the  order  could  be 
executed  Acting  Master  Hammond  rashly  dashed  forward  in  front  of 
the  guns  and  demanded  their  surrender.  To  this  demand  they  com- 

plied by  throwing  down  their  arms  and  holding  up  their  hands  in  token 
of  submission. 

The  prisoners  proved  to  be  Colonel  Avery  and  a  portion  of  his  com- 
mand, the  Twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  Regiment.  They  had  been 

driven  from  the  rifle  pits  by  our  troops  and  were  endeavoring  to  make 
their  escape.  From  this  point  I  was  ordered  down  the  railroad  to  New 
Berne.  Obtaining  two  cars,  I  placed  my  guns  upon  them  and  rea<*.hed 
the  burning  bridge  to  find  our  navy  in  possession  of  the  city  and  the 
gunboats  transporting  the  troops  across  the  river. 
The  cheerfulness  with  which  the  brave  men  under  my  command 

dragged  their  guns  through  the  heavy  roads,  part  of  the  time  exposed 
to  a  drenching  rain,  and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  %\SL%^k\Vk»^ 
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the  lieavy  lire  of  tb«  enemy,  is  ivorthyof  all  praise.  I  would  especially 
call  your  sittontion  to  Ibe  gallant  conduct  of  Orderly  Sergeant  J.  Men- 
dciiliall,  Company  E,  Union  Coast  Gaard ;  Seamen  James  Judge,  George 
ir.  Mansell,  Jolin  Williams,  Ubarles  Patterson,  and  Ordinary  Seamnii 
Dnncaii  Dougtaa.  Tliese  men,  with  the  exception  of  Meudenhall, acted 
as  raptain»  of  guns,  and  from  their  intimate  acqnaintitnee  with  the 
howitzers  were  of  great  service.  The  conduct  of  my  officers  was  all 
that  1  could  wish.  Acting  Masters  Daniels  and  Hammond,  of  the 
Helzd,  rendered  me  most  valnable  aid.  One  gnn  in  each  of  tbeir  sec- 

tions was  in  charge  of  E.  P.  Meeker,  of  the  Dagship,  and  V..  V..  Gaban- 
daii,  of  the  Delaware.  To  their  coolness  and  courage  all  can  testify. 
The  gun  in  charge  of  Licnteunnt  Haghes,  of  Company  B,  iridou  Coast 
Guard,  suffered  severely,  aud  was  finely  disabled.  During  a  portion  of 
the  engagement  he  loaded  the  gnu  himself,  until  carried  away  wounded. 
Mr.  Daniels  made  an  attempt  to  carry  forward  two  of  the  capturetl 
pieces,  but  after  dratrging  them  some  distauc*  they  stuck  fast  in  the 
mud.  Lieutenant  Tillotson,  of  the  Coast  Guard,  after  tiring  away  all 
his  ammunition,  left  his  section,  and  I  have  since  learneil  was  picked 
up  by  the  retreating  enemy. 

On  going  into  action,  I  discovered  that  some  of  the  men  had  straggled 
off,  leaviijgine  about  fifty  men  to  fight  the  guns.  Among  those  1  regret 
to  rejiort  the  following  casualties: 

Killed. — Private  Arthur  McGinuis,  Private  John  Sheefay,  Company 
B,  Union  Coast  Guard. 

■  Wounded. — Second  Taeutenaut  T.  W.  B.  Hnghefi,  Orderly  Sergeant  J. 
Mendenhall,  Sergeant  James  O.  Freemiin,  Corporal  Thomas  Riley,  Pri- 

vate John  McDougal,  Private  8. 8.  Fonda,  Private  Kichulas  Mertz  (yet 
missing),  Company  B,  Union  Coast  Guard;  Seaman  John  Williams, 
Ordinary  Seaman  Jeremiah  Sullivan,  Ordinary  Seaman  George  Busbee, 
Ordinary  Seaman  Thomas  Simmons. 

Killed,  2;  wounded,  11. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K,  Sheldon  MoCook, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Savy. 

Commander  S.  C.  Kowan, 
Commanding  Xatal  Forces  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  s.  Philadelphia, 

Off  3^dc  Berne,  N.  C,  Mareh  18,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  toreiwrt  that  the  only  casmilties  to  the  fbreea 

under  your  command  in  the  engagement  at  this  place  on  the  13th  aud 
14th  instants  occurred  in  the  naval  howitzer  battery  under  the  com- 

mand of  Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  U.  8.  Navy,  cooperating  with  the 
forces  on  shore,  and  are  as  follows,  viz: 

Killed. — Arthur  McGinnis,  private  Company  B,  Union  Ooaat  Gnardj 
John  Slieehy,  private  Company  B,  Union  Coast  Guard. 
Wounded. — Lieutenant  T.W.  B.  Hughes  (severely),  second  lieutenant 

Company  B.  Union  Coast  Guard;  J.  Mendenhall  (slightly). orderly  aet- 
geant  Company  B,  Union  Coast  Guard;  James  0.  Fretsman  (Hlightly), 
sergeant  Company  B,  Union  CoastGuard;  ThomasRiley  (sliglitly),cor- 
poral  Comiiany  B,  Union  Coast  Guard;  John  McDougal  (severely), 
privateCompanyB, Union  CoastGuard;  8.  8.  l''onda(8lightlv),  private Company  B,  Union  Coast  Guard;  Nicholas  Mertz  (miwsing),prfvate  Com- 
/)aijyB,  Union  Coast  Guard;  John  Williams,  seaman  (severely),  U.  8, 8. 
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Roanoke;  Jeremiah  Sullivan,  ordinary  seaman  (slightly),  U.  S.  S.  Morse; 
George  Bnshee,  ordinary  seaman  (slightly),  Thomas  Simmons,  ordinary 
seaman  (slightly),  (7.  S.  S.  Valley  City. 

Killed,  2;  wounded,  11. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  J.  JOI4ES, 

Assistant  Surgeon^  U.  S,  Navy. 
Commander  S.  C.  KowAN, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Beport  of  lieatenaat  Werden,  TS.  S.  Hayy,  oommaading  IT.  8.  S.  Stan  and  Stripes. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 
Off  New  Bernej  March  lOy  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I  got 
underway  at  7 :  30  a.  m.  on  the  13th,  and  stood  in  to  cover  the  landing 
of  the  troops  at  the  mouth  of  Slocum's  Greek. 

I  anchored  at  a  point  distant  half  a  mile  from  shore  and  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  Having  discovered  a 
small  body  of  cavalry  and  infantry  in  the  woods,  I  fired  a  few  shots  and 
dispersed  them.  At  11 :  30  a.  m,  ceased  firing  and  remained  at  anchor 
during  the  night. 

At.9: 15  a.  m.  on  the  14th,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  steamed  up 
toward  New  Berne. 

In  crossing  over  the  obstructions  placed  in  the  channel  by  the  rebels 
we  struck  severely  upon  one  of  the  sunken  spears,  resulting  in  no  serious 
injury.    At  11 :  30  a.  m.  I  anchored  off  the  city. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report.   I  herewith  enclose  reports*  of  expendi- 
ture of  ammunition  and  seizure  of  prize;  also  list  of  officers  and  crew. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, R.  Werden, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Commodore  Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces. 

Eeport  of  lieatenaat  Qoackenlraih,  IT.  8.  Haxjt  oommaading  U.  8.  8.  Delaware. 

U.  S.  8.  Delaware, 
Off  New  Berney  N.  C,  March  15y  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  submit  to  you  the  following 
report: 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  got  underway,  in 
obedience  to  a  general  signal  from  the  flagship.  Passing  within  hail, 
we  were  ordered  to  proceed  in  advance  of  the  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Neuse  River,  where  we  arrived  and  anchored  at  12:40  p.  m.  of  the  same 
day.  At  3  p.  m.,  in  accordance  with  signals  to  this  vessel,  we  followed 
the  flagship,  and  at  6 :  50  came  to  anchor  with  the  squadron  about  15 
miles  l^low  New  Berne. 

At  7  a.  m.  of  the  13th  instant  got  underway  and  ran  close  inshore  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  proper  i)lace  for  the  troops  to  land  and  to 
cover  their  landing  by  shelling  the  woods.  Returning  to  flagship,  took 
on  board  Oommoilore  Rowan  and  aids,  and  continued  to  shell  the  woods 
to  protect  our  army  while  landing  and  marching. 

*  Not  found. 
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At  4  p.  in.  eugiiged  battery  on  Johoson'M  Point,  and  at  8  p.  i 
slougaide  of  ttie  8t«amer  PMlattelpkia  for  tlie  night. 
Oq  tbe  moruing  of  tbe  14th.  at  A  a.  m.,  cast  loose  from  tlie  PhilaoM- 

j  pkia  and  stood  up  tbe  river  in  advance  of  the  fleet  toward  New  Berne. 
We  engaged  the  enemy's  batteries  along  the  river,  receiving  mid 

retorning  tUeir  tire  as  we  passed  rapidly  up,  and  when  off  New  Berne 
gave  chase  to  two  steamers,  one  of  which  had  a  schooner  in   tow; 
brought  them  to  with  shots  from  our  rille  howitzer;  after  which  sent 
boats  and  captured  them.     They  proved  to  be  the  Albemarle  and  Old 
North  State. 

At  2: 30  p.  m.  commenced  transporting  troops  from  Ferry  Point  to 
the  town,  and,  finishing,  at  6:30  came  to  anchor  near  the  Philaihlphia. 

I  am,  very  reapoctfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  P.  QuArKENBrsH, 

TAeutenant,  Cot 
Commodore  S.  C.  EOWAN, 

Comdg.  V.  H.  Naval  Forces,  Albeinarle  and  Pamlico  iSuunda.  i 

B«part  of  lifluUmuit  Hnpldng, .  S.  Kavy,  0 imanding  IJ.  B.  B.  IlnderwrilW. 

tar.    ̂ ^^^1 

U.  S.  S,  Undbrweitbe, 
Ne-iP  Berne,  N.  C,  March  15,  18C2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  roirort  that  on  the  morning  of  the  13t.h,  in 

ot>edieuce  to  your  orders,  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the*  river and  reported  myself  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  FluBser,     I  took  the 
jMsitiou  assigned  me  and  shelled  the  woods. 

Receiving  no  response  from  the  enemy,  we  retired  for  a  shorl.  time. 
At  3  p.  m.  we  again  advanced  and  tired  upon  a  point  where  a  battery 

wa«  supiH>»ed  to  be.    Tbe  enemy  then  fired  upon  ua,  firing  two  shots. 
We  then  fired  upon  them  until  dark,  when  we  proceeded  to  our  former 
anchorage,  in  obedience  to  orders. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  weather  being  very  foggy,  and  l)ear- 
ing  continued  tiring,  1  got  underway  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of 
the  tiring. 

In  company  with  the  rest  of  the  tieet,  I  advanced  up  the  river  and 
fired  upon  the  supi)03e<l  position  of  the  enemy.  We  then  fire<i  njwn 
the  batteries  as  they  appeared.  1  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a 
shell  from  my  !W  pounder  ritle  exploded  the  magazine  of  a  battery  that 
hiul  previously  fired  upon  ns. 

1  am  happy  to  say  that  the  off)i':ers  and  men  under  my  command  are 
everything  I  could  wish  them  to  be. 

1  have  to  congratulate  yon  npon  the  entire  success  of  our  arms 
against  so  sui>erior  a  force  of  the  enemy. 

X  have  no  casnalties  to  repott. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedieut  servitut, 

ALPEBD   HOPKINSjl 

Li£ittenant,  Commanditr 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  V.  S.  Naral  Forceii,  Pamlitfo  Soutid. 

Sapart  of  Lisntenuit  KcCook,  V.  S,  Nayy,  oommuidmg  dstU  batMrr. 

U.  8.  S.  PiiiLADKLPHiA,  March  15,  ISSi 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  r^-port  that  in  nliedience  to  your  orders  t 
I,  Sooi  command  of  the  naval  battery  of  six  howitKeca  on  the  morning  of 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        117 

the  13th.  After  a  very  fatiguing  inarch  I  reported  at  the  headquarters 
of  General  Burnside  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  14th.  I  was 
assigned  a  position  by  General  Burnside  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works, 
and  was  placed  in  the  brigade  and  under  the  command  of  General 
Foster.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  during  a  sharply  contested  fight  of 
about  two  hours  we  maintained  our  position  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of 
field  guns  and  musketry.  One  of  my  guns  was  struck  by  a  shell  and 
disabled.  The  casualties  in  my  command  were  3  killed  and  10  wounded, 
some  of  the  latter  badly.  I  will  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a 
more  detailed  report*  at  an  early  day. 

Very  respectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
E.  Sheldon  MoCook, 

Lieutenantj  U.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  S.  0.  Eowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Oommanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces^  Pamlico  8ound. 

TTnoffloial  letter  from  Commander  Bowan,  IT.  S.  Hayy,  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldiborongh,  IT.  S.  Havy. 

New  Bebne,  N.  C,  March  15y  1862. 
My  Deab  Sm :  New  Berne  is  ours,  and  a  splendid  thing  it  is.  The 

army  deserves  all  praise,  and  the  navy,  you  know,  is  always  right  side 
up.  We  reached  the  proposed  landing  place  at  sundown  of  the  next 
evening  after  you  left  us.  I  anchored  my  squadron  above  the  creek, 
and  the  transports  came  straggling  in  during  the  night.  The  general 
came  on  board  and  had  a  ''talk."  It  was  decided  to  land  early  next 
morning.  At  daylight  I  had  Murray,  Davenport,  Chaplin,  and  Werden 
in  position  to  cover  the  landing,  and  in  the  most  economical  manner 
swept  the  woods  with  32-pounder  shell. 

The  army  commenced  to  land  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.  Six  howitzers  in 
command  of  McCook  were  put  on  shore  with  the  first  brigade  under 
Foster,  who  pushed  ahead,  and,  as  they  advanced,  I  pushed  ship  after 
ship  along  the  shore.  The  night  closed  in  thick  fog.  In  the  meantime 
I  made  a  reconnoissance  in  the  Delaware  and  drew  the  fire  of  the  four- 
gun  battery.    I  left   and  the  Lockwood  to  amuse  themselves  with 
the  battery  till  night.  I  returned  in  the  meantime  to  the  place  where 
the  inshore  battery  was  said  to  be.  The  head  of  our  column  had 
passed,  the  battery  was  deserted,  whether  in  consequence  of  the  guns 
of  the  Perry  and  8outhfield  that  had  been  plajring  on  it  during  the 
forenoon  or  not  I  am  unable  to  say.  The  general  came  to  me  at  this 
point  and  after  deciding  upon  a  plan  of  signals  for  the  night  we 
separated. 

The  army  pushed  gallantly  on  to  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  enemy's 
intrenchments,  where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night  At  daylight  a  dense 
fog.  I  went  f^om  the  Philadelphia  to  the  Delaware  and  shortly  after 
heard  the  report  of  a  gun.  Sent  the  Lockwood  down  to  bring  up  all 
the  ̂ ^broad  horns"  and  then  use  them  to  even  up  the  broadside  batteries, 

1  got  hold  of  the  shore  and  groped  slowly  along  with  the  Hunchback 
and  Perry  until  we  came  plump  on  the  point.  In  the  meantime  the  fir- 

ing became  general  and  soon  I  was  satisfied  that  our  whole  force  was 
engaged.  I  commenced  throwing  5, 10, 15  second  shells  inshore  and 
notwiUistanding  the  risk,  I  determined  to  continue  till  the  general  sent 
me  word.  I  know  the  persuasive  effect  of  a  9-inch,  and  thought  it 
better  to  kill  a  Union  man  or  two  than  to  lose  the  effect  of  my  moral 
suasion.    The  effect  was  terrific — large  pine  trees  were  cut  dowvv  Vvk&^c^ 

*Seep.  113. 
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Kiftiiy  twigs.  lu  tlie  lueiiutime  I  advnnced  very  gingerly  up  to 
__inferuala  aud  (i)>enud  ou  tlie  foui-guii  battery;  but  |(nie]  sliot  was  fti 
from  it,  vheu  it  was  abnndoiied.  The  first  large  battery  was  ui 

visited.  By  tbis  time  I  had  all  my  "broad-lioru"  force  io  lino  abreast 
moving  very  slowly  up  to  the  iufernal  machines.  The  old  pilot  ( who  ia 

atramp)  sang  out, "  Tou  must  stop  or  you  will  bi'  all  blowu  up,''  but  1  told 
him  we  iimst  run  some  risk  aud  I  Loped  their  machines  would  not  go 

oB',  aud  Hare  enough  they  did  not.  I  gathered  the  liue  iu  a  little  and 
went  on  very  slowly,  the  euemy  fli'ing  weak  and  wild.  I  saw  he  was 
demoralized  by  the  army  iu  hia  reai',  and  if  1  did  uot  push  on  Burnside 
would  be  defeated.  The  euemy  blew  up,  or  we  blew  up,  with  oar  shell, 

one  of  his  magazines.  Behm  swears  his  "  Stiltou  cheese"  did  it.  The 
moment  the  army  succeeded  iu  drawing  the  enemy  from  his  extended 
lines  of  ride  pita  iu  the  rear  of  the  second  large  battery,  that  magazine 
blew  u]»  aud  the  jig  was  up. 

I  luovetl  then  rapidly  up  to  the  city,  took  possession  of  an  immense 
amount  of  stores  and  arms,  manitious,  vessels  and  cotton,  and  lot^  of 
pitch  and  tar.  In  fact,  the  town  is  an  immense  depot  of  army  fixtures 

-  and  manufactures,  of  shot  and  shell,  gun  carriages,  etc. 
I  went  over  the  battle  ground  with  the  general  today.  It  was  a 

sad  sight,  the  rain  poured  in  torrents  and  the  dead  lay  scattered  over 
the  ground,  Bouie  in  the  mud,  others  half  buried  in  the  water  of  the 
pits.  The  wounded  were  objects  of  pity,  poor  creatures,  lying  exposed 
and  begging  a  little  water.  All  was  done  for  their  comfort  that  is 
possible  under  the  circnmstauces.  I  think  this  fight  the  most  gallant 
affair  of  the  Army  that  has  occurred  during  the  war.  Seven  thousand 
five  hundred  entrenched  troopa  with  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery  ought  to 

have  whipped  11,500  "  Yankees"  ont  of  their  boots. 
Our  naval  battery  was  the  boast  of  the  day.  All  the  oflBcers  in  com- 

mand, save  one,  behaved  splendidly.  I  hope  you  will  have  little  naniels 
restored  to  the  Navy;  I  mean  to  write  to  Fox  about  him.  Miller  is  a 
trump;  so  ia  my  clerk,  Gabaudan,  aud  Ilughes,  of  the  Coast  Guard,  who 
is  wounded.  The  bluejackets  stood  to  their  guuH  like  men.  The  Coast 
Guard  flunked,  with  a  few  exceptions. 
We  are  preparing  to  move  on  Beaufort.    Can  not  you  insure  the 

retention  of  the  ifa«hrilte  until  we  get  there.     I  have  a  great  deal  to  say, 
^but  no  time.     About  300  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side.    Generala 

mhurt.    Troops  fonght  like  regulars. 
\'ery  trnlj',  yours, 

S.  C.  ROWAM. 

[Flag-Offioer  L.  M,  Goldsbobouoh,  IT.  8.  Navy, 
Commandiug  North  Atlantic  Blockadiny  SquaAroa. 

L  of  Cununandcr  Bowon.  B 

t 
U.  S.  Flag-Steasteb  Philaublpuia, 

Off  Xeic  Berne,  N.  C,  March  S6,  ISCS. 
8iE:  T  take  great  pleasare  in  forwardingthe  enclosed -letter,  written 

by   Lieutenant  Commanding  Davenport,  recommending  young   Mr. 
Daniels  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Department. 

1  had  the  honor,  on  previous  occasions,  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
Department  to  the  merits  of  this  youth  while  serving  as  my  clerk  on 

"ward  the  I'awnef,  particularly  of  his  cool  bravery  uuder  a  heavy  fire t^guJa  Creek  daring  my  bombardment  of  that  place. 
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Such  was  my  appreciation  of  Mr.  Daniels'  pluck  and  ability  that  I 
assigned  to  him  the  responsible  duty  of  reorganizing  the  boat  howitzers 
for  the  attack  on  New  Berne,  which  duty  he  performed  with  so  much 
zeal  and  ability  that  I  gave  him  command  of  one  of  the  sections,  and 
nobly  did  he  bear  himself  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  when  our  whole  bat- 

tery was  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire  of  musketry  and  grape  which  cut 
down  one-fourth  of  the  crews. 

I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  renew  the  hope  that  the  youth  may  be 
restor^  to  his  original  position  in  the  Navy  which  he  lost  by  insubor- 

dination as  a  schoolboy. 
Very  respectfully,  8.  C.  Eowan, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces j  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
[Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Letter  of  eongrataUtioii  from  Flag-Officer  Goldiborongh,  U.  S.  Havy,  to  Commander  Bowaa, U.  8.  Havy. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  BoadSy  March  22^  1862. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  announcing  your  success  at  New  Berne  reached 
me  in  due  season  and  was  immediately  forwarded  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

I  beg  to  congratulate  you,  your  officers  and  men,  for  the  glorious 
achievement.  I  expected  nothing  less.  I  trust  that  Beaufort  and  Fort 
Macon  will  soon  share  a  similar  fate  with  New  Berne— that  is,  be  in  your 
possession. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant,  - 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  S.  G.  Eowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces^  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Letter  of  thaiiki  frvm  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Havy  to  Flag-Officer  OoldBboroiigh,  U.  8.  Havy, 
Commander  Bowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  the  offioers  and  men  of  the  flotilla. 

Navy  Depabtmbnt,  March  27 ̂   1862. 
Sib:  Yours  of  the  17th  instant  is  received,  enclosing  the  highly 

interesting  and  important  dispatch  of  Commander  Stephen  0.  Bowan, 
in  command  of  the  flotilla  on  the  inner  waters  of  North  Carolina,  com- 

municating the  successful  achievements  of  himself  and  bis  command,  in 
cooi)eration  with  the  army,  in  capturing  the  rebel  batteries  upon  the 
Neuse  Biver,  the  defeat  and  rout  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  that  vicinity, 
and  the  occupation  by  the  combined  forces  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of 
the  United  States  of  the  city  of  New  Berne.  This  brilliant  victory  has 
been  the  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  whole  country  and  adds 
additional  obligations  to  those  previously  acquired  in  the  opertations  in 
Albemarle  Sound  and  at  Elizabeth  City.  You  are  desired  to  convey  to 
Commander  Rowan  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  flotilla  the  thanks 
of  the  Department  and  of  the  Government  for  the  services  and  gallantry 
which  have  been  displayed  in  the  combined  operations  of  the  army  and 
naval  forces. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

FlagOfficer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOBOuaH, 
Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Hloelcading  SqiAadrou^  Honv^totv  Bioa^%% 



War  Department,  Mmrh  i-i,  is6a—ism. 

Your  telegram*  relative  to  barges  received.     1  have  ordered  eight 
more  sent  down.     I  liave  seen  notliinf;  yet  to  satisfy  bio  tliat  in  the 
uext  engagement  Ihe  Monitor  will  not  be  mmk. M.  C.  Meigs, 

Qvar  term  aater-6  ent>ral. 
Captain  l)Ani.«BBN. 

Report  of  FUig-Op,iitr  Goldshnrouyh,  U.  S.  JT&i-y,  iiri/ing  the  upteHy  prcpa- 
ratw?t  of  iroiuilads  for  use  in  Hampton  Road-n. 

IT.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Eaniplon  Hoods,  Virtfinia,  March  J-4,  IWiS. 

SiE:  In  view  of  tlie  actual  state  of  things  existing  here,  I  would 
most  respectfully  urge  that  the  ironclad  vessels  preparing  at  tlic  Noith 
should  be  got  ready  lor  service  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  ami 
that  both  of  them  be  dispatched  for  these  roads.  By  working  upon 
tbem  with  a  largely  increased  force  day  and  night  one  or  both  of  them, 
perhaps,  might  reach  here  in  season  to  do  infinite  good. 

Cp  to  this  time  the  enemy  lias  made  no  further  demonstration  with 
either  the  Merrimack  or  the  other  vessels  associated  with  her  in  the 
late  attack. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.    M.   GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

FlagOffiar,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washingtun,  I>.  C. 

[Xdegnm.] 

FoET  Monroe,  March  14,  [18(!S]. 
I  beg  yon  will  send  me  nmre  troops.  The  Merrimack  is  preparing  and 

they  are  strengthening  her  weak  points.  It  is  thought  she  will  be  pre- 
I>ared  to  come  out  in  a  very  few  days.  If  she  should  overeome  tbe 
Monitor  we  would  lose  Newport  News,  an  important  position,  unless  I 
have  troops  enongh  to  meet  and  repel  the  rebels  before  they  can  reach 
Newjwrt  News. 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-Goieral. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[Iclegmn,} 

FoBTBESS  MoNBOE,  March  14, 1862. 
All  quiet  here. 
Two  rebel  tugs  seen  off  SewelPs  Point  this  forenoon,  making  recon- 

uoissauce.    No  signs  of  Merrimack. 
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Fog^;  wind  N.  E. 
Gunboats  UncaSj  CurrituclCj  and  Sachem  are  here. 
Name  of  Captain  Davis  was  erroneously  telegraphed  Spragae  in 

Wednesday's  dispatch. Babgock. 

Craig,  New  York^  and  Pulton,  PhiUidelphia  and  Baltimore. 

Approved. John  B.  Wool, 

[  Major-  OeneraL 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  i4, 1862. 
The  Secretary  of  War  wishes  you  to  consult  with  Major-General 

Wool  as  to  the  safest  place  to  put  the  commissary  supplies  to  avoid 
their  being  destroyed  by  the  rebel  iron-plated  steamer. J.  P.  Taylor, 

Commissary- General  of  Subsistence. 
Captain  J.  M.  Taylor. 

[Telegram.] 

Newport  News,  March  i4,  [1862]. 
Two  steamers  are  reported  to  have  passed  up  the  river  by  this  post 

within  an  hour.*  In  the  fog  we  could  not  see  them  ft*om  our  battery, 
but  they  were  heard  and  sparks  seen. Mansfield, 

Brigadier-Oeneral. 
General  Wool. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters,  Fort  Monroe^  March  14y  1862. 

Why  not  send  down  Professor  Wyman's  [  Winans']  new  stieamert  It 
is  reported  that  she  is  in  the  shape  of  a  cigar  and  runs  very  fast.  She 
would  answer  to  run  into  the  Merrimack  or  any  other  vessel.  She  is  at 
Baltimore. 

John  E.  Wool, 
Major- Qeneral. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  14^ 
For  the  present  retain  the  San  Jacinto  at  Hampton  Boads 

of  your  squadron. Gideon  Wp 
Se^  PL 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 
*  See  p.  745. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldshorough^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  the  captain  of  army 
transport  S,  R.  Spaulding,  to  proceed  to  Hatteras  Inlet  carrying  men 
and  ammunition  for  the  naval  service. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roa^Sy  Yirginia,  March  14  j  1862. 

Sir:  General  Wool  having  placed  the  aS'.  R.  Spaulding  temporarily 
under  my  orders,  you  will  ])leaj$e  proceed  with  her  to  Hatteraa  Inlet, 
and  on  your  arrival  there  deliver  the  men  and  ammunition  you  have  on 
board  for  the  naval  service. 

Should  there  be  no  naval  steamer  at  the  inlet  will  you  please  give 
Mr.  Hale  such  aid  as  may  be  in  your  power  to  facilitate  the  forwarding 
of  the  men  and  ammunition  to  Commander  liowan  t 

Mr.  Hale  will  return  with  you,  if  possible,  according  to  the  orders  I 
have  given  him,  but  you  are  not  to  wait  an  unreasonable  time  for  him. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 
Captain  Howes, 

U.  S.  Steam  Tratisport  8.  R,  Spaulding. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  N'avy,  to  Acting  Master^ s  Mate HalCy  to  superintend  the  transportation  of  men  and  ammunition  to 
Hattera^  Inlet. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads^  March  14j  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  men  and  ammunition  to  be  sent  to 
Hatteras  Inlet  by  the  S.  R,  Spaulding^  and  on  your  arrival  there  deliver 
them  to  Commander  S.  C.  Eowan,  commanding  naval  forces  in  Pamlico 
Sound. 

Should  there  be  no  naval  steamer  at  Hatteras  Inlet  you  will  request 
the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Hatteras  to  forward  the  men  and  ammu- 

nition to  Commander  Kowan  in  one  of  the  army  steamers,  as  it  is  impor- 
tant we  should  have  them  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

After  delivering  the  men  and  ammunition  to  Commander  Bowan  you 
will  return  to  this  place  in  the  Spaulding. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsbouougu, 

Flag  Officer. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  Thos.  G.  Hale, U.  S.  S.  Minnesota,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Report  of  Commander  Totten,  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  storeship 
Brandy wine^  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Baltimore. 

U.  S.  SjHip]  Bbandywine, 
Balttmorey  Md.y  March  14^  1862. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  this  port 
hist  evening,  having  been  towed  from  Annapolis  by  the  Government 
tugboats. 
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I  had  the  honor  ia  a  previous  coinmunication  to  report  the  loss  of  one 

of  our  master's  mates  by  drowning,  Mr.  George  Parks. 
He  was  buried  at  Anna))olis,  the  commanding  officer  there,  Brigadier- 

Oeneral  Hatch,  very  kindly  rendering  us  every  fiicility  and  furnishing 
an  escort. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
B.  J.  TOTTEN, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa^hingtony  D.  C. 

Report  0/  Flag- Officer  Qoldsborough^  U.  8.  Navy^  of  the  arrival  in  Hamp 
ton  Roads  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Chippewa. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSy  Virginia^  March  14, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Chippetoa  arrived  this  morning  from  Baltimore. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Fla^'Officerj  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Brigadier- Oeneral 
Jdeigsy  U,  8,  Army,  regarding  the  steamers  Vanderbilt  and  Atlantic, 

Navy  Department,  March  14, 1862. 
Dear  Sir:  Are  the  Vanderbilt  and  Atlantic  in  your  employ;  and  if 

so,  where  are  they  t 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Brigadier-General  M.  G.  Meigs, 
Quartermaster-General,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington. 

[Endorsement.] 
a 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 
March  16, 1862— 1:50  p.  m. 

The  Vanderbilt,  I  am  told,  is  now  in  New  York.  Sbe  is  not,  so  far  as 
I  am  advised,  in  employment  of  the  War  Department. 

The  Atlantic  was  lately  in  New  York  discharging  a  load  of  cotton. 
On  1st  March  I  directed  that  she  should  sail  on  Monday,  the  3d  instant, 
for  Port  Boyal.  She  is  there  or  on  her  way  back,  unless  she  accompanied 
Du  Pont  to  Fernandina.  Oaptain  Bodgers  could  inform  you  as  to  this 
probably. 

Bespectftilly, 
M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  Oeneral, 



'der  of  the  HeareUtrti  of  War  to    the   tfuarU-rmaitter-lSenernl  at  Kti 
York,  regarding  Ihv  uteutntrs  Vanderbilt  anil  Ailjintic. 

Wae  Department, 

WnahiugtoH  Viti/,  1>.  C'„  .Vtirrh  It,  1862.^ 
SiE:  If  the  steiimers  Vanderbilt  luiil  Atlmitic,  or  either  of  tliem,  i 

in  tlie  service  of  tlie  War  Department,  or  under  yonr  coutrul,  you  y 
please  tnrD  tliem  over  to  ABBistaut  tJecretary  Fox  for  the  use  of  t 
Navy  UepartmeDt. 

VonrB,  truly, 
Edwik  M,  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
I  Colonel  T0MPKIN8, 

ADsistant  QwirtermtMttfr- General,  New  York. 

jttter  from    Major-Oeneral   Wool,   U.  S.  Armp,  to  FUig-Officfr    Gold 
whoroygk,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a  gwpieioim  craft  off  SetcelPs  Point. 

UEA.»grABrisBS  Department  op  Vibuinia, 
Fort  Monroe,  Vn.,  March  11,  Ifilji. ; 

Bit:  It  has  jast  been  reported  to  ine  a  aiiKpicious  craft  Is  off  SewelH 
^oiut.     I  am  not  without  appreheusion  that  »ome  moveiueiit  is  makiqi 

ttt  requires  our  atteiitiou. 
I  au,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  E,  Wool. 

Major-Oenerai,  \ 
KFlag-Ofiicer  (rOLDSBoaoiiOH. 

t 

rttcr  from  Major-Oeneral   Wool,  JJ.  8.  Army,  in  Flaij-O^er 
borowjh,  V.  8.  Xavy,  regarding  stigpimous  morementii  oftlte  enemy, 

HBADyrABTEKS  DEPABTSfENT  OF   VlBGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Ta.,  Marvh  14,  1HG2. 

'8lB:|  General  Maus field  iiifonus  me  this  evening  tliat  there  liaab iisiderable  ntoveuient  of  troops  from  Big  Betliel  toward  the  Warwick 
which  empties  into  the  James  Biver  about  13  miles  above  New- 

port News,  I  Lave  also  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  eneuiy  have 

been  moving  troops,  and  jterhaps  ordnance,  from  Sewell's  Point  to 
Craiiey  Island,  and  possibly  from  that  rjuarter  toward  Day's  Point  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  James  River,  nearly  opp<}Bile  Warwick  River; 
atul  General  Mauslield  also  reports  that  he  belie\'es  a  steamer  of  the 
enemy  passed  up  by  Newi>ort  News  to-night,  as  indicated  only  by  tlie 
sparks,  and  ho  als»»  rejwrts  that  they  were  crossing  considerably  from 
Day's  I'oint  over  to  the  Warwick  side, 

I  aiu  not  without  apprehension  that  the  Merrimack  cont«mphit< 
coming  out,  and  that  a  simultaneous  attack  by  water  and  by  land  maj 
be  matle  to  morrow  or  soon,  and  I  desire  you  will  send  up  early  tomoi 
row  morniug  tugs  to  Newport  News. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  serv 
JouN  E.  Wool, 

MajorUeneral. 
[na^-Oflicer  Goldsbobouqh. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  FUig- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8. 
Navy  J  naming  additional  vessels  for  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  March  14^  1862. 

Sir  :  The  following  steamers,  which  were  under  orders  to  other  squad- 
rons, but  are  now  at  Hampton  Boads,  or  on  the  way  there,  will  form  a 

part  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  under  your  command, 
viz: 

Wa4ihusett^  (Commander  J.  S.  Missroon;  Da^cotahy  Commander  J.  P. 
McKinstry;  Clwcuraj  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  H.  Patterson;  Penob- 
scoty  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz;  Currituck^  Sachem. 

AJso  the  steamers  Commodore  Barney  and  Commodore  Perry^  which 
you  were  directed  to  send  to  Port  Boyal  when  they  could  be  spared. 

I  am,  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Oflacer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOROuaH, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War^  promising 
cooperation  in  case  of  a  movement  against  Norfolk. 

Navy  Department,  March  14^  1862. 

Sir  :  Yours  enclosing  the  dispatch  *  of  Ms^or-General  McOlellan,  sug- 
gesting that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  "to  order  to  Fort 

Monroe  whatever  force  Du  Pont  can  now  spare,  as  well  as  a^y  available 
force  that  Goldsborough  can  send  up  as  soon  as  his  present  operations 
are  completed,"  has  been  received. 

If  a  movement  is  to  be  made  upon  Norfolk,  always  a  favorite  meas- 
ure of  this  Department,  instant  measures  will  be  taken  to  advise  and 

strengthen  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough;  but  unless  such  be  the  case,  I 
should  be  extremely  reluctant  to  take  any  measure  that  would  even 
temporarily  weaken  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade,  especially  at  the 
points  under  the  command  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 

The  importance  of  capturing  Norfolk  is,  I  know,  deemed  almost  indis- 
pensable by  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  who  will  be  happy  to  cooperate 

in  a  movement  in  that  direction,  and  will,  I  need  not  assure  yon,  have 
the  active  and  earnest  efforts  of  this  Department  to  aid  him  with  all  the 
force  that  can  be  placed  at  his  disposal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  15^  1862. 
Send  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Kettle  Bottom  Shoals  in  the  Potomac. 

If  she  has  not  arrived,  send  orders  to  her  at  some  point  on  the  Dela- 
ware. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy, 

Commodore  G.  J.  Penderorast, 
Commandant  Navy  Yardy  Philadelphia. 

"Seep.  103. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  15^  1862. 
Proceed  forthwith  with  the  Brandywine  into  the  Potomac.    Answer. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  B.  J.  Totten, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Frigate  Brandywiney  BaUimore^  Md. 

[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  March  15, 1862. 
Order  received.    Will  proceed  without  delay  as  soon  as  steam  x)ower 

can  be  obtained. 
How  far  up  the  Potomac  shall  I  ̂ o? 

B.   J.  TOTTEN, 
Commander. 

Secretary  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  BEPARTivrENT,  March  15, 1862. 
Come  up  as  far  as  Kettle  Bottom  Shoals.    Lieutenant  Wyman,  of 

the  flotilla,  has  instructions. 
(xiDEON  Welles. 

Commander  B.  J.  Totten, 
U.  8.  Frigate  Brandywine,  BalUnwrej  Md. 

IjCtterfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  requesting  a  statement  regarding  the  cause  and  circumstances  of 
the  loss  of  th^  U.  8.  ships  Congress  and  Cumberland. 

Navy  Department,  March  15, 1862. 
Sir:  The  recent  calamities  at  Hampton  Eoads  by  the  armored 

steamer  Merrimack,  which  made  its  api^earance  in  those  waters  on  the 
8th  and  0th  instant,  with  the  loss  of  the  Cumberland  and  Congr€SS,liiiye 
caused  alarm  throughout  the  country.  It  would  be  difficult  to  insti- 

tute a  formal  enquiry  into  this  disaster  and  the  attending  circumstances 
at  this  time,  but  the  Department  desires  to  possess  itself,  so  far  as 
practicable,  of  the  facts,  and  also  to  ascertain  whether  the  suggestions, 
l)lan  of  operations,  and  other  measures  proposed  by  yourself  were  car- 

ried into  effect,  or  wherein  they  failed,  and  the  cause  or  reason  of  the 
failure.  Unfortunately  you,  who  have  given  the  subject  ceaseless 
attention,  and  on  whom  the  Department  relied  for  not  only  most  of  its 
information,  but  to  meet  and  overcome  this  formidable  vessel,  were 
absent  on  other  duty  when  the  occurrence  took  place.  But,  being  now 
at  your  post,  1  desire  that  you  will,  as  early  as  you  can,  without  detri- 

ment to  other  active  duties,  communicate  your  views,  opinions,  and  the 
circumstances  attending  this  untoward  affair,  the  errors,  if  there  were 
any,  and  to  whom  and  what  cause  attributable.  Is  it  not  now  possible 
to  sink  vessels  in  the  narrow  channel  or  strait  in  Elizabeth  Uiver, 
through  which  the  Merrimack  passes,  so  as  to  prevent  her  egress? 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(iiDBON  Wkli.es. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Oonid^t,  2^orth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  HamiHon  Roads. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldaborough,  U.  8. 
Navyy  regarding  the  placing  of  obstructions  to  prevent  the  C.  8.  8.  Vir- 

ginia (Merrinmclc)  from  coming  out  from  Norfolk^  Va. 

Navy  Department,  March  15j  1862. 
Sir  :  There  is  a  degree  of  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  armored 

steamer  Merrimack  which  it  is  difficult  to  allay.  If  it  is  possible  to 
place  obstructions,  by  sinking  vessels  in  the  narrow  channel  of  Eliza- 

beth Eiver,  so  as  to  prevent  her  from  coming  out,  it  is  desirable  that  it 
should  be  done  at  any  cost.  Such  I  know  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Presi- 

dent as  well  as  the  Department,  and  a  large  committee  of  highly  respect- 
able gentlemen  from  the  cities  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston, 

at  the  head  of  whom  was  Mayor  Opdyke,  have  just  called  upon  me  to 
urge  that  vessels  might  be  forthwith  sunk  in  the  channel.  I  have 
already  written  you  in  regard  to  closing  up  the  strait  through  which 
the  Merrima£iJc  comes  out.  Of  course  the  work  will  be  attended  with 
great  difficulty  and  danger,  as  you  will  have  to  pass  the  various  bat- 

teries. Still,  if  the  channel  can  be  closed  it  shonld  be  done,  as  that  is 
the  only  certain  means  of  guarding  against  the  formidable  vessel, 
except  by  capturing  Norfolk,  which,  if  the  army  were  disposed,  I  think 
the  most  desirable  and  effective  movement.  The  entire  subject  is  com- 

mitted to  your  judgment,  for  you  best  know  the  case. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Hampton  Roads. 

[Telegram.] 

March  15,  [1S62]—11:15  a.  m. 
The  Monitor^s  guns  are  Nos.  27,  28,  West  Point,  1859.    T.  A.  Hunt. 

I  will  send  you  their  tensile  strength. H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Inspector  of  Ordnance. 
Captain  Dahlgren, 

Navy  Yard. 

Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Werden^  TJ.  8. 
Navy y  to  assume  command  of  the  naval  force  in  Albemarle  8oundj 
North  Carolina. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berncj  N.  0.,  March  15, 1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  8tars  and  8tripes  under  your  com- 
mand, accompanied  by  the  Lockwood,  to  Albemarle  Sound,  and  assume 

command  of  the  forces  there,  consisting  of  the  UlliSf  Whitehead,  8hatc- 
sheen,  Ceres,  and  Putnam. 
The  object  of  keeping  this  force  in  these  waters  is  to  guard  the 

canals  emptying  into  the  North  and  Pasquotank  rivers  and  Currituck 
Sound. 
Ton  will  have  Lieutenant  Commanding  Franklin  in  command  in 

places  off  Elizabeth,  with  the  Ellis,  Whitehead,  8hawsheen,  and  Ceres. 

'Xbu  will  take  position  off  North  River  with  the  8tars  and  Stripes, 
Lockwood,  and  Putnam;  the  latter  two  veasela  g^^u  ̂ abWoXvw  \\v^v\fc  \5ofc 
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bar  in  bad  weather,  and  can  make  a  daily  reconnoissance  of  the  month 
of  the  canal  and  Carritnck  Sound,  which  must  be  well  watched  to 
prevent  the  euemy  from  making  a  descent  on  Eoanoke  Island.  You 
can  obtain  coal  at  Boanoke.  The  object  of  the  forces  now  under  your 
command  being  to  guard  the  canals  and  Gurrituck  Sound,  you  must  be 
the  judge  as  to  the  best  disposition  to  make  of  your  forces. 

Very  respectfully, 
S.  0.  EOWAN, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  Pamlico  Sound, 
[  Lieutenant  Eeed  Wbrdbn,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Stars  and  Stripes.] 

Report  of  Commander  Parker,   U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  need  of  four  efficient 
steamers  for  the  blockade  of  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Oambbldge, 
Off  Beauforty  N.  0.,  March  15, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  this  vessel  is  unseaworthy  and  requires 
extensive  repairs.  I  respectfully  request  that  she  may  be  relieved 
and  ordered  to  return  to  one  of  our  Northern  ports  for  the  purpose  of 
refitting  ships. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  at  least  four  swift  and  efficient  steamers  are 
required  to  blockade  this  port;  they  should  carry  powerful  batteries. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  a.  Parker, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Telegram.] 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  March  15, 1862. 

You  will  turn  over  the  steamer  Illinois  to  Assistant  Secretary  Fox, 
to  be  placed  at  his  disposal. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Colonel  Tompkins, 
Assistant  Quartermaster- General,  Neic  York. 

[Telegram.] 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  March  15, 1862. 

Your  dispatch  just  received. 
Orders  have  been  given  to  Colonel  Tompkins  to  turn  over  the  Illinois 

to  you  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  may  direct. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

New  York. 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        129 

[Telegram.] 

War  Department,  March  15, 1862. 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  ask  you  for  what  sum  you  will 

contract  to  destroy  the  Mn'rimack  or  prevent  her  from  coming  out  from 
Norfolk,  yon  to  sink  or  destroy  her  if  she  gets  out. 

Answer  by  telegraph,  as  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost. 
John  Tucker, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
C.  Vanderbilt,  Esq., 

New  York. 

[Telegram.] 

New  York  City,  March  15, 1862. 
Mr.  Vanderbilt  desires  me  to  say  he  can  make  no  satisfactory  reply 

to  the  enquiry  made  of  him,  but  will  be  in  Washington  on  Monday 
next  to  confer  with  the  Department. 

W.  B.  DiNSMORE. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Qoldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  in  Hamp 
ton  Roads  of  tlie  U,  S.  8.  San  Jacinto. 

U.  S,  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  16, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
San  Jacinto  arrived  here  yesterday.  Agreeably  to  the  orders  received 
by  telegram,  I  shall  retain  her  as  one  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron  until  directed  to  do  otherwise.  She  may  be  of  great  service 
here  when  the  Merrimack  and  consorts  next  appear,  particularly  to 
contend  against  the  latter. 

I  am  sorry  to  state  that  the  telegraphic  cable  between  this  and 
Cherrystone  ceased  to  act  yesterday.  It  is,  I  understand,  to  be  under- 
run  immediately. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUOH, 

FUtg- Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C, 

Report  of  Commander  Missroon,    U.   S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Wachtisett,  of  arrival  in  Hampton  Romls. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  16, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  re])ort  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  here  this 
evening,  and  that  I  have  reported  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
Department  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

The  steam  works  of  this  vessel  have  performed  very  satisfactorily 
during  the  whole  passage  hence  from  Boston,  and  give  reason  to  expect 
the  fullest  satisfacition  for  the  future, 

N  w  R — VOL  7   9 
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The  performance  of  the  vessel  at  sea,  in  several  particalars,  is  by  no 
means  what  I  had  expe(*'ted.  Her  rolling  (always  excessive  in  a  p;ro- 
poller)  is  so  unusually  sharp,  quick,  and  deep  as  to  make  it  doubtful  if 
her  battery,  especially  the  Xl-inch  guns,  can  be  worked,  if  at  all,  with 
any  degree  of  efficiency  in  an  ordinary  seaway,  the  attempt  to  do  so 
being  at  the  risk  of  serious  casualties  to  her  guns'  crews,  and  she 
seems  to  be  entirely  without  the  buoyancy  essential  to  her  safety  as  a 
seaboat  with  her  present  heavy  battery  and  disposition  of  weights. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.   S.   MiSSHOON, 

Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 

Letter  from  Captain  Case,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  coinmanding  officer  II.  8.  S* 
Currituck  regarding  approa^ch  of  the  enemy. 

Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  16, 1862. 

Sir:  Blue  lights  burned  at  night  by  our  tug  packets  indicate  the 
approach  of  the  enemy. 

The  tugboats  go  out  nightly  toward  SewelPs  Point  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Elizabeth  and  James  rivers. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, A.  L.  Case, 

Captain  of  the  Fleet. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Currituck. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  16, 1862. 
Have  you  information  that  the  8t.  Lawrence  is  in  the  Potomac? 

Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 
Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington. 

[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  March  16, 1862. 
We  have  no  medical  officer  and  no  medicines.  Men  much  exposed 

and  some  sick.  A  surgeon  might  be  obtained  here.  We  have  but  one 
anchor,  and  that  a  light  one,  for  the  vessel.  Sufficient  steam  power 
has  not  yet  been  obtained.  When  it  is,  1  shall  leave  as  soon  as  possible 
for  the  Potomac.    No  reply  to  telegram  of  yesterday  yet  received. 

B.   J.   TOTTEN, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8toreship  Brandywlne. 
Secretary  of  Navy. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  16^  [1862]. 
Come  up  as  far  as  Kettle  Bottom  Shoals.  Send  sick  to  receiving 

ship,  or,  if  neitessary,  employ  surgeon  for  few  days  until  relieveil  in 
Potomac. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  B.  J.  Totten, 
U.  8.  Frigate  Brandy  wincy  Baltimore^  Md, 

Report  of  Commander  Armstrong,  U.  8.  Navy^  of  the  movements  of  the 
U.  8.  8.  State  of  Georgia  from  January  27  to  March  17 j  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 
Hampton  RoadSj  Virginiay  March  i7, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that^  in  obedience  to  instructions,  I 
left  Hampton  Roads  on  the  evening  of  the  27tli  of  January  and  arrived 
off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  on  the  night  of  the  28th.  On  the  morning  of  the 
20tli,  having  supplied  the  U.  S.  bark  GemsboJc  with  some  water  and  pro- 

visions, dispatched  her  to  Hampton  Koads  for  supplies  and  sent  by  her 
a  notice  of  my  arrival  here  to  you. 

The  night  of  February  7  was  very  stormy.  About  noon  of  the  8th 
the  schooner  Pearl  was  missing  from  her  anchorage  of  the  previous  day. 
On  the  night  of  the  8th  the  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island  came  in,  bringing  the 
mail  and  fresh  provisions  for  the  crew. 

On  February  12  a  sail  was  seen  in  the  offing.  Ban  out  and  boarded 
the  English  schooner  Mars,  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Keystone  State.  On  the  13th  exercised  crew  in  firing  at  a  target  with 
great  guns. 
On  the  26th  a  sail  was  seen;  ran  out  and  boarded  the  American 

schooner  Sarah  8.  Bayce,  with  coal  for  our  squadron  at  Port  Boyal. 
On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  at  daylight,  a  sail  was  seen,  which 

]>roved  to  be  a  steamer,  ai)parently  at  anchor,  with  the  American  flag 
and  signals  flying.  At  about  the  same  time  a  boat  was  seen  coming  off 
from  shore  under  sail.  This  ship  was  got  underway,  when  the  strange 
steamer  started  ahead,  then  turning  toward  us,  as  if  to  speak,  dashed 

off' at  great  speed  for  the  channel. 
This  ship  gave  chase,  and  the  Parrott  gun  (the  only  one  bearing)  was 

fired  at  her  to  bring  her  to,  but  without  avail.  After  she  passed 
through  the  channel  she  fired  one  gun  at  us,  a  rifle  gun  of  small  caliber, 
which  fell  short  of  us,  when  she  hoisted  the  rebel  flag.  This  ship  kept 
on  until  well  within  range  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Macon  and  came  round 
as  the  steamer  was  passing  in  behind  it,  and  all  the  port  guns  were 
discharged  at  her,  all  falling  short  except  the  i^arrott  gun,  which  for 
the  first  time  passed  beyond  her  and  the  angle  of  the  fort.  No  guns 
were  fired  from  the  fort,  though  the  men  were  at  them  and  could  have 
been  counted. 

In  order  to  remain  on  my  station  as  long  as  possible,  this  ship  when 
at  anchor  had  been  lying  with  banked  tires.  On  the  morning  of  the 
28th,  although  steam  was  got  up  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  steam  in 
working  off  was  reduced,  reducing  the  speed  of  this  ship,  and  as  the 
rebel  steamer  was  under  a  press  of  steam,  she  outran  me.* 

*  For  the  paHsage  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Nashville  iuto  iieaufort,  N.  C,  bee  \  oi.  I,  \>\>,  'Siil aad745. 
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The  Nmhoilk  is  »aid  by  offlcero  acqnainled  with  her  to  have  a  siieed 
of  13  knotu,  greater  by  from  2  to  3  knots  thun  I  Lave  ever  gotten  ont 
of  this  ship. 

I  do  not  attempt  to  cooceal  my  mortiHuatiou  at  the  eaoape  of  this 
vessel,  but  can  not  blame  myself  for  auj'wantof  vigilanct*  or  endeavor 
to  prevent  it. 

Our  guns  have  been  cast  loose,  at  all  time-i  ready,  one  watch  in  readi- 
ness at  the  guns,  and  when,  from  signals  at  the  fort  or  other  indica- 

tions, I  had  reason  to  Huspeet  a  vessel,  all  hands  were  at  quarters. 
The  boat  that  came  off  on  the  2Sth  contained  two  black  men,  a 

woman  and  her  daughter.  They  gave  us  the  news  that  three  companies 
hEid  lelt  Fort  Macon  for  New  Berne,  where  an  attack  was  expected; 
that  the  news  of  your  glorious  success  in  the  sound  had  created  a  panic 
in  Beaufort;  that  the  schooner  Pearl  had  gotten  out  on  a  stormy 
night,  a)>out  three  weeks  previous,  corresponding  with  the  time  I 
missed  her. 
On  the  uight  of  the  28th  I  ran  <lown  to  New  Inlet  and  sent  Mr. 

Corson,  pilot,  who  was  well  acignaiutetl  with  the  coast,  and  a  boat's 
crew,  with  a  communication  of  Chut  dato  to  the  senior  ofticer  off  Wil- 

mington, covering  one  to  you  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  steamer, 
believed  to  be  the  Xunhi^ille,    I  returned  with  all  speed  off  Beaufort, 

On  the  2d  the  U.  S.  bark  Gmitsbok  arrived  from  Portress  Monroe,  and 
on  the  4th  Commander  Glisson  came  in  in  the  V.  9.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
bringing  back  Mr.  Corson  and  the  boat's  crew.  I  forwarded  by  him  a 
communication  of  that  date  to  you. 

On  the  lltli  the  I'.  8.  8.  Cambridne,  Commander  Parker,  arrived. 
On  the  12th  two  shots  were  fired  at  us  from  Fort  Macon,  one  of  which 

fell  siKirt  about  50  yards. 
On  the  13th,  about  0  a.  m.,  and  again  at  1  p.  m.,  a  cannoutuling  was 

beard  to  the  northward  of  us,  since  which  no  trains  have  been  heard 
to  leave  the  depot. 

On  the  16th  the  steamer  Nashville  was  lying  at  anchor  under  the 
guns  of  Fort  Macon;  a  heavy  sea  was  rolling  in  from  the  8.  W.,  which 
prevents  her  egress.  My  coal  being  as  low  a3  a  proper  regard  for  the 
Bafety  of  the  ship  at  this  season  of  the  year  would  permit,  I  left  for 
this  place,  leaving  the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge  and  bark  Oemsbok  at  auchor 
off  the  port. 
During  the  whole  period  of  my  stay  off  Beaufort  we  have  had 

almost  a  constant  succession  of  bad  weather. 
As  the  ship  lightens  Irom  the  use  of  coal  she  becomes  much  oat  of 

trim.  1  wouhl  ask  that  a  bunker  iidght  be  iniKle  in  the  fore  bold,  in 
which  coal  could  be  stowed  for  ballast  and  be  used  in  an  emergency; 
it  will  improve  her  speed. 

At  I'hiladelphia  I  iwinted  out  tije  expediency  of  cutting  away  the 
side  portion  of  the  house  on  deck  now  used  as  an  armory.  This  would 
enable  me  to  work  the  <rable  with  a  deck  tackle  and  transport  the  guns 
fore  and  aft,     It  was  not  done  tLero  for  want  of  time. 

Thesturtsof  thol'arrott  gun  reipiire  shifting  in  order  to  point  it  with 
more  advantage.  The  entrance  to  Beaufort  has  three  channels,  tha 
Slue  Channel,  nearest  the  fort,  with  depth  of  10  feet;  the  South  Chan- 

nel, by  which  the  Ntiahville  entered,  with  a  depth  of  18  feet,  and  the 
old  Southeast  Channel,  mentioned  as  the  channel  on  the  chart  of  1857, 
with  a  depth  of  14  feet 

To  blockade  the  t-oiist  of  Onslow  Bay  eflwtnally  reiniires  a  force  of 
fivo  steamers,  three  of  which  sLuuld  be  off  Beaulbrt, 
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I  enclose  the  bimensal  report  of  the  ship  for  transmission  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Qoldsborough, 
Camd^j.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

Report  of  FUtg-Officer  Qoldsborough^  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  in  Hamp^ 
ton  Roads  of  the  U.  8.  steamers  Wa^chuseft  and  Penobscot, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  17, 1802. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Wcuihusett  and  Penobscot  arrived  in  these  roads  yesterday. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FUig-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8quadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  2>.  C. 

Report  of  Fla{f- Officer  Qoldsborough^.  8.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  8.  8.  State  of  Qeorgia  in  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  17, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
State  of  Qeorgia  arrived  from  off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  this  morning.  She  is 
here  for  coal  and  supplies  and  will  return  to  her  station  the  moment 
she  has  received  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Report  of  Flag-Offi^cer  Qoldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  detailing  of  the 
U.  8.  8.  8a>chemfor  Coast  Survey  duty. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  17,  1862. 

Sib:  Mr.  Patterson,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  has  communicated  to  me 
your  wish  that  I  should  exchange  for  the  Coast  Survey  steamer  Uncas 
one  of  our  vessels  precisely  similar  to  her,  and  accordingly  I  have  given 
him  the  8a>chem.  The  UncOrS  requires,  as  I  am  informed,  considerable 
repairs.  She  has  now  on  board  the  oflficers  and  crew  of  the  Sachem, 
and  I  have  dispatched  her  to  Baltimore  with  orders  to  await  instruc- 

tions from  Washington  concerning  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  to  her 
for  efficiency.    I  know  not  whether  the  Coast  Survey  or  the  Navy 
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Department  is  to  have  her  put  in  order,  and  hence  my  reason  for  refer- 
nn^  the  matter  as  I  do.  Her  commander  is  ordered  to  rei>ort  his  arrival 
at  Baltimore  to  the  Navy  Department. 

I  am,  very  respectAilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Fla^'Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naiy^  Washington^  D.  C. 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  Z7.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  Crane^ 
U.  S.  Navyj  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Uncos,  to  proceed  to  Baltimore. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Road,  Virginia,  March  17, 1862. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Baltimore  with  U.S.  ̂ ..Unca^  under  your  command, 
and  on  your  arrival  there  rei>ort  the  fact  immediately  in  writing  to  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag'0ffi4>er. 
Acting  Master  Commanding  L.  G.  Crane, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Uncas,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorovgh,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Prentiss^ 
U,  S,  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  17, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  moment  your  repairs  are  finished  you  will  proceed  with  all 
possible  dispatch  directly  to  your  blockading  station  off  Beaufort.  Your 
presence  there  is  very  much  needed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag'Offi<^. 

Commander  G.  A.  Prentiss, 
U.  S.  aS\  Albatross,  Baltimore, 

N.  B. — The  State  of  Georgia  has  just  returned  to  this  place,  and 
reports  that  the  Nashville  intends  to  get  out  from  Beaufort,  if  possible. 
I  infer  from  your  late  letter  to  Captain  Marston  that  you  must  now  be 
ready  to  start,  and  I  therefore  repeat  to  you  my  urgent  desire  that  you 
will  do  so  without  a  moment's  delay. L.  M.  G. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  possibility 
of  the  escape  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Virgi7iia  (Merrimack)  from  Hampton  Roads^ 
Virginia. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  17^  1862. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  15th  instant  I  have  the 
honor  to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  not  now  practicable  to  sink 
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vesnelH  in  tbe  cbannelway  of  Elizabeth  Biver  so  as  effectually  to  pre 
vent  the  egress  of  the  Merrimack.    Her  coDStructioii  forbids  her  going 
to  sea.    Therefore  there  need  be  no  alarm  at  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Boston,  etc. 

If  I  had  half  a  dozen  large  and  fast  steamers,  such  as  those  running 
on  the  Hudson  and  East  rivers,  I  am  satisfied  that  I  could  easily  cap- 

ture the  Merrimack  by  running  her  down  with  one  or  more  of  them  at 
:niy  time  she  might  make  her  appearance.  No  arms  need  be  put  on 
bonrd  of  them.  Upon  their  immense  momentum  alone  I  should  rely, 
and,  in  my  judgment,  success  would  be  certain. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag  Officer  J  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashingtoUj  D.  G. 

Report  of  Captain  Marston^  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke^ 
of  arrival  at  New  York  from  Ilampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Roanoke, 
Neic  York,  March  17y  lf^62. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  arrived  here  this  day 
in  five  days  from  Hampton  Eoads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, John  Marston, 

Captain. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squa^ron^  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  t4)  Flag-Officer  Goldsboroughy  U.  S. 
Nany^  regarding  the  charter  of  the  steamships  Illinois  and  Arago. 

Navy  Department,  March  17, 1862. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  chartered  the  steamships  Illinois  and 
^ra^f>,  which  are  to  report  to  you  at  Hampton  Roads  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  in  running  down  the  Merrimack  should  she  a^ain  make  her 
ap)>earance.  The  Illinois  sails  from  New  York  to  day.  The  Arago  will 
sail  about  Wednesday.  A  copy  of  the  charter  party  will  be  sent  to  you 
in  a  day  or  two. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Unofficial  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer 
Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  additional  vessels 
to  Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  Department,  March  17,  I8fi2. 
Dear  Commodore:  Every  available  vessel  we  have  will  be  ordered 

to  rei)ort  to  you  to  assist  in  the  army  movement  whicU  i^  tA>  t^^^'^V^R^ 
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iniinediately  from  Hampton  Roads.  I  liavo  rliartere<I  t.li«  TIHnoi» 
and  Ar<mo  Ut  report  to  you  to  be  used  as  rams.  Sand  bajts  will  go 
by  tlie  Arrigo  to  protect  their  boilers.  Wo  telepraphcd  lor  yon  to  keep 
tlie  San  Jacinto. 

The  Wacinmett  Railed  the  12tli  from  Boston,  and  throe  giinboutfl;  two, 

I  think,  went  to  Boanl'ort.  I  will  also  send  what  boats  are  heavily 
armed  from  the  Potomac.  If  »  hawser  conid  be  trjiiled  iieiir  tho  Merri- 
mncic'g  stern,  it  wonld  be  sucked  in  and  disable  hor,  but  these  are  all 
bell-cat  ideas. 

Yours,  in  haste,  G.  V.  Fox. ■r  tlie 
innineers,  who 

\e,-  N<u<hvUle(,  formerly  0.ii.S.Nmlinllr) 
fort,  A'.  6'..  March  17, 1862. 

I  Ueaii- 

Report  of  Cammsndsr  ArmatiDng.  V,  8.  Kavj, 

U.  B.  S.  Statk  oi'  (Ieouqia, 
Off  limuforl,  K,  V.,  March  23,  1SG3. 

SiB:  On  my  arrival  here  I  find  that  the  rebel  steamer  A'axhrille  haa escaped.     As  it  inuat  be  of  importance  to  the  Government  to  have 
early  information  of  the  fact,  I   have  directed  Commander  Parker  to 
proceed  with  tUvCamlrriilgr  to  Hiuupton  Itoadsand  repo)l  to  you.    The 
fnnboat  Chippoira  and  bark  (iemabok  are  with  this  ship  off  the  port. 
t  is  bolieved  that  the  bark  QJenn  has  been  fitted  out  as  a  privnteej-. 

Site  is  lying  off  tlie  fort  at  the  eutraiicu  of  the  channel  and  will  no 

doubt  endeavor  to  escape.  The  Cambridge  has  but  a  few  days'  <50al  on 
board,  and  in  view  of  giving  you  the  iulbrmatinii  I  have  thonght  it  ray 
duty  to  send  lier  up  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jas.  F.  Armstbonq, 

Commandfr,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  iState  uf  (/eorffia, 
i'Mag-Oflicer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOBOuaH, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantio  Blockading  Squrulron,  Jlampton  Roadti. 

[P.  8.] — Since  writing  this  letter  the  bark  Glenn  has  taken  fire  and 
burned  up. 

Very  lespectlnlly,  Jas.  F.  AitHSTitONii, 
Commander. 

Beport  of  CommaDder  PaTkei.  V,  S.  Ht-vj,  oommuidiiig  0.  8,  B.  Oambridge. 

U.  S,  S.  Cambridge, 
Hampton  Roa<h,  Virginia,  March  25,  1863. 

8iE :  I  have  to  report  that  the  Confederate  steamer  Nanhrille  escaped 
from  Beaufort  Harbor  and  went  to  sea  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant 
between  the  hours  of  7  and  S  o'clock. 

The  night  was  intensely  dark,  and  although  the  Camhridi/e-waB  under- 
way guarding  the  chaTniel  through  which  1  thought  that  the  ynsheille 

would  attomjit  to  escape,  and  every  precaution  resorted  t^  for  strict 
watchfulness,  she  wiis  not  seen  by  anyone  on  board. 

The  Oemsbok  was  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  center  or  soutliorn 
passage  and  discovered  her  in  time  to  fire  upon  her.  It  is  believed  that 
tba  yashville  was  hit,  but  it  is  not  known  what  damage  was  done. 
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When  the  Oemsbok  fired  we  started  in  chase  to  the  southeast,  suppos- 
ing in  this  direction  we  might  cut  off  the  Nashvillej  and  fired  several 

times.  She,  however,  escaped  by  the  southeastern  channel.  I  deeply 
regret  this  unfortunate  occurrence  and  took  all  the  precautions  I  could 
think  of  to  prevent  it. 

There  are  three  channels  leading  to  the  harbor  of  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
.two  of  which  will  admit  large  vessels  to  pass  through,  and  it  is  impos- 

sible for  one  steamer  to  guard  them  all  at  the  same  time.  Moreover, 
you  are  probably  aware  that  the  Nashville  is  a  much  faster  steamer 
than  the  Cambridge. 

I  am  confident  that  any  officer  who  has  ever  visited  the  port  of 
Beaufort  will  agree  with  me  that  four  swift  and  efficient  steamers  carry- 

ing heavy  batteries  are  required  to  blockade  that  port  eflFectually. 
Had  there  been  one  more  steamer  present  on  the  night  in  question 

the  Nashville  might  have  been  taken  or  destroyed,  for  then  the  channel 
through  which  she  passed  out  would  have  been  guarded.  The  reason 
why  it  was  not  guarded  was  that  the  pilot  of  the  Geinsbok  said  there 
was  not  sufficient  water  in  that  channel  to  allow  her  to  pass  out.  This 
opinion  seemed  probable,  as  the  Nashi'ille  had  entered  the  port  by  the 
southern  channel,  which  we  were  then  guarding. 

I  respectfully  request  that  a  court  of  enquiry  may  be  ordered  to 
investigate  the  affair. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Mr.  Miller,  the  first  lieutenant  and 
executive  oiiicer  of  this  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  a.  Parker, 

Commander. 

Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

[Knilorsement.] 

Respectfully  forward  to  the  Navy  Department.  One  of  the  first 
things  to  engage  my  earnest  attention  on  arriving  here  from  Uatteras 

was  to  dispatch  vessels  off*  Beaufort,  and  accordingly  I  got  the  Chippewa 
off'  for  there  on  the  18th  instant,  the  State  of  Georgia  on  the  20th,  and the  Albatross  on  the  23d,  which  vessels  are  now  at  that  station.  The 
Mount  Vernon  I  sent  off  Wilmington  on  the  18th. 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-  Officer. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  blockade  at  this  point  was  not  more 
efficient. 

[Welles.] 
[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Cambridge,  March  24^  1862. 
Sir  :  I  submit  the  following  rejwrt  of  the  escape  of  the  steamer  Nash- 

ville from  the  harbor  of  Beaufort,  N.  O. : 
At  about  7  p.  m.  of  the  17th  instant  the  Oemsbok  threw  up  a  rocket 

and  fired  a  gun  as  a  signal  that  a  vessel  was  coming  out  of  the  harbor. 
At  this  time  we  were  underway  about  a  half  mile  S.  S.  W.  from  the 
Gemsbokj  which  was  anchored  abreast  the  southern  or  short  channel  at 
the  distance  of  a  mile  from  it.  We  did  not  see  the  Nashville,  but  the 
shells  of  the  Gemsbok  exploded  in  a  N.  E.  direction,  indicating  that  the 
vessel  was  passing  out  the  Ciistern  channel.  We  then  stood  S.  E.  and 
endeavored  to  cat  her  off.  The  course  was  afterwards  changed  to 
S.  S.  B.  At  one  time  we  thought  we  saw  the  vessel  N,  E*  of  \i%  ̂ v<>^ 
fired  our  port  guns. 
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After  staiHliug  2  miles  in  a  S.  S.  E.  direction  from  the  OemshoTc  yre 
returnod  to  lier  and  were  informed  that  the  Xashville  had  gone  out  the 
eastern  channel. 

I  think  it  impossible  to  ])revent  a  steamer  getting  out  of  the  liarbor 
of  Beaufort  with  only  this  vessel  and  the  Gemshok  blockading  it. 

I  am,  very  resjiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, J.  N.  Miller, 
lAeutenant, 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker. 

Report  of  Aotmg  Lieatenant  Cavendy,  U.  S.  Navy,  eominaiiding  U.  S.  bark  Oenubok. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gemsrok, 
Bloclading  Beaufort,  N.  6\,  March  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  for  transmitting  the  particulars 
of  the  Nanhr tile's  running  this  blockade  out  of  Beaufort  harbor  on  the 
evening  of  the  17th  of  March.  We  lay  1  mile  from  the  entrance  of 
the  scmth  channel,  and  just  out  of  the  range  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Macon. 

As  it  appears  that  my  senior  oflicer,  (.'aptain  Parkor,  of  the  Cambridge^ 
did  not  see  the  Xanhnllcj  it  devolves  upon  me  to  give  you  a  statement 

of  the  affair  by  presenting  you  a  full  extract  from  the  ship's  log: 
G  to  8:  Lij^lit  airs  from  S.  W. ;  latter  part  calm.  At  7: 40  p.  m.  observed  the  rebel 

BiL^iiuiev  Xashrille  coming  oiitsido  Fort  Maroii;  lieat  to  quarters:  sijirnalized  imme- 
diately to  Vamhridije^  "  Kneiiiy  is  coming  out;'*  Camhridgf.  boarinj^  8.  one-half  mile 

distant;  fired  our  bow  |||^nii,  lioistr^d  foreto])H:ul  and  Jib,  and  Rjirung  the  Rhip  with 
starboard  spring  broadside  to  cbannrd.  The  moment  the  XatihriUe  cnmo  under  our 

guns,  fire<l  at  ber  hh  ({uick  as  wo  <-onld  load ;  the  yashrille  being  now  1 }  niilcs  I'rom  ua, stood  out  tbo  main  Khip  rhannol  with  all  speed ;  being  calm,  she  soon  got  out  of  the 

range  of  onr  giins,  the  Cumhr'uhje  moving  slowly  to  S.  E.  We  lirod  twenty  guns,  aud no  doubt  the  rebel  steamer  was  struck,  as  she  eauio  out  without  a  light  to  be  seen, 
and  when  we  tired  the  third  and  fourth  guns  her  lights  were  seen  Hying  fore  and  aft, 
an<l  out  again  ami  up  a;;ain.  After  X\\(\  XdHhrille  being  out  of  range  of  our  guus, 
the  Camhridfje  bore  S.  E.  from  us,  distant  1^  miles;  she  tired  three  or  four  guns,  but, 
as  it  appears,  di<l  not  see  the  enemy.  This  occurred  Just  before  the  moon  rose — 
.Va«// (*{//<;  outside.  From  the  time  she  was  first  observed  until  out  of  range  of  our 
guns  was  twenty- five  minutes. 

8 to  12 :  Fine  weather  an<l  light  breeze  from  K.  N.  E.  At  8 :  10  p.  m.  Captiiin  Cavendy 
went  on  board  Cambridge;  captain  aud  oflicers  told  Captain  Cavendy  they  did  not 
sec  the  enemy  and  fired  three  or  four  shots  where  our  shells  burst.  Captain  returned 
at!hl.5;  all  quiet;  sharp  lookout  kept;  air  56^. 

The  above  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  occurrence,  and  it  is  extremely 
mortifying  to  nie  that  she  was  suc(jessful.  It  being  calm  at  the  time, 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  approach  her.  T  feel  confident  in  saying 
that  had  1  been  in  charge  of  a  steamer  instead  of  a  sailing  vessel,  with 
my  present  otlicers  and  crew,  the  course  of  the  Nashville  would  have 
been  finished. 

The  Chippewa  arrived  here  on  the  19th  and  the  State  of  Qeorqia  on 
the  22d. 

The  flag  oflicer  will  please  communicate  this  to  the  Department. 
1  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Cavendy, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding, 

riag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Bloclading  Sqnudron. 

P.  S. — Tlie  day  before  the  Nashrille  came  out  I  thought  I  observed 
through  my  glass  that  the  afterpart  of  her  hurricane  deck  had  been 
taken  off. 
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Letter  from  the  Anistant  Seoretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-OflBoer  Ooldsborongh,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  feeling  ezdted  by  the  eecape  of  the  eteamer  KaihviUe. 

Navy  Department,  March  ̂ 7,  J86J2. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  yours  about  the  yashrille.  It  is  a  terrible 

blow  to  our  naval  iirestige,  and  will  place  us  all  very  nearly  in  the 
position  we  were  before  our  victories.  The  Secretary  wishes  to  order 

the  Albat7'088  to  the  Gulf,  or  else  take  Prentiss  out  of  the  vessel.  For 
two  weeks  he  tried  to  get  him  to  sea,  but  could  not.  He  told  Lenthall 
he  would  not  go  until  he  had  everything  he  wanted ;  if  he  did  he  would 
come  right  back.  Finally  he  wanted  to  turn  his  vessel  into  a  ram.  He 
better  go  south.    Can  you  spare  him? 

You  recollect  Armstnuig  said  that  at  daylight  he  discovered  the 
Nashville  at  anchor  3  miles  inside  of  him.    This  is  not  blockade.    You 
can  have  no  idea  of  the  feeling  here.     It  is  a  Bull  Run  to  the  Navy. 

Yours,  most  truly, 
G.  Y.  Fox 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Kavy,  to  Lieutenant  Brysan, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8,  Chippewa,  to  proceed  to  duty  off 
Beaufort,  N.  0. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  18, 1662. 

Sir:  Proceed  off  Beaufort,  N.  G.,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Chippeica  under 
your  command,  and  remain  there  closely  and  vigorously  blockading  the 
place  until  further  orders,  or  as  long  as  your  supply  of  fuel  and  pro- 

visions will  possibly  permit.  The  enemy's  steamer  Nashville,  at  last 
accounts,  was  still  at  Beaufort.  Do  everything  in  your  power  to  pre- 

vent her  from  escaping,  and  if  she  can  be  captured,  I  wish  it  done.  It 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  you  should  not  delay  a  moment  in 
getting  to  your  destination. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Fl4igOjfw€r. 
Lieutenant  Oommanding  Andrew  Bryson, 

U,  8.  8.  Chippeica,  Hampton  Roads^  Virginia, 

P.  S. — It  may  be  that  two  of  the  new  gunboats  will  have  reached 
Beaufort  before  you  get  there,  or  appear  shortly  after  your  arrival.  If 
so,  yon  will  proceed  at  once  off  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  and  assist  in  block- 

ading that  port. 
L.  M.  G. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Glisson, 
U,  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  8,  Mount  Verwm,  to  proceed  to  duty 
off  Wilmington,  N,  C. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  18,  1862, 

Sir:  Proceed  off  Wilmington,  N.  G.,  with  the  Mount  Vernon  under 

your  command,  and  remain  there  closely  and  vy^otom^^  \SV»^*di^\\i% 



TlLOCKADINO    S<JU. 

e  placu  itxiLil  I'urllici'  urdei-8,  or  iis  loug  iis  your  supply  of  fuel  | rovisioua  will  possibly  permit. 
I  am,  very  roapet^tfally,  your  obedieDt  servant, 

L.   M.    (iOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-C ConiTDander  O.  8.  Gliskon, 
U.  N.  S.  Mount  Vernon,  JIamjilim  Rinuh,  Viri/inia. 

yetterfrom  Brujadier-General  Mannjtelil,  U.  8.  Army,  to  the  Seorataryof 
I  the  Navy,  regarding  the  position  of  llie  U.  S.  nkipn  Congrcea  and  Cum- 
berland. 

Newport  News,  Camp  Butler,  March  18,  28G3, 
8lB:  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the  coudition  of  the 

^  tlumberland.  She  is  sunk  deck  uuder  winter,  perpendicular  to  the 
shore,  800  yardH  from  my  battery  of  four  L-olutnbi:kd»  and  one  James 
gun,  bowB  out,  the  three  mastB  at  an  an^le  of  4i>  degrees,  pointing  to 
tlie  southward.  Her  gnnti  nnd  every  article  in  her  just  as  she  weot 
down,  prow  foremost.  This  ship  can  be  raised  whole  and  taken  into 
Fort  Monroe  and  her  guns  landp-d,  and  then  taken  into  dock  and 

repaired  immediately.  If  she  is  sitfi'ered  tu  remain  long  in  this  posi- tion she  will  till  up  with  mud  and  be  more  diflicutt  to  handle. 

The  Congrens'x  keel  is  8i|uare  off  the  shore  and  abnnt  500  yards 
off,  8he  blew  up  after  burning  to  the  waters  edge,  and  all  her  gaas 
mnst  be  now  accessible  and  can  be  recovered  if  worked  at  immediately. 

The  Monitor  will  keep  off  any  steamer  that  ttboiild  attempt  to  iuter- 
e  with  the  operations  of  workmen,  and  our  guns  uau  keep  off  a 

bing  but  the  Merrimack. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resiMJtitfulIy,  your  servant, 

Jos.  K.  i'.  Mansfield, 

fSrigtiUierdenei-a I  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
SrJT('ta)-y  nf  the  Navy. 

k  F.  S. — The  Cumberlund  sunk  so  quickly  that  I  presume  she  tias  1 
I  very  few  holes  iii  her, 

J.  M., 

Iiriga<'ier-  Oetteral 

ietterfrom  thr  Secretary  of  the  Nari/  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborow/h,  0".l yavy,  regarding  the  Ht^Mmem  Octorara  and  Victoria. 

Navy  Depabiihent,  March  18, 1868. 
SlE :  The  Rtoamers  Octorara  and  Victoria  have  been  ordered  to  repor! 

to  you  for  temi)orary  service  under  yonr  commatkd  and  sailed  from  Sew 
York  yesterday  afternoon.    The  former  has  the  new  propeller  fur  the 
Mereedita  on  board,  which  should  be  landed  if  it  interferes  with  her 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welleh^. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDSiioiiorGii, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockuilmg  Siiuadron,  Uatapton  lioadt. I 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Qoldsboraugh^  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  orders  issued to  certain  vessels, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  18, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  early  this 
morning  I  dispatched  the  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa  with  all  speed  to  assist  in 
the  blockade  off  Beaufort,  N.  0.;  also  that  I  have  given  orders  to 
Commander  Prentiss,  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Albatross,  now  at  Baltimore,  to 
proceed  to  the  same  point  immediately  on  the  completion  of  his  repairs. 

The  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia  will  return  thither  as  soon  as  she  has 
finished  coaling  and  provisioning  here.  We  heard  of  the  victory  at 
New  Berne  last  night. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

FUng- Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 

Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fla^- Officer  Ooldsbor- 
ough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  additional  vessels  for  his  command. 

Kavy  Department,  March  18, 1862. 
Sib:  Your  Ko.  161  has  been  received.    The  Department  informed 

you  yesterday  of  having  chartered  the  steamships  Ara^o  and  Illinois 
to  assist  you  in  running  down  the  Merrimack. 

Will  you  need  any  others?    If  so,  they  shall  be  procured. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Report  of  Commander  Totten,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transportation  of stores. 

XT.  S.  S[Hip]  Brandywine, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  March  18, 1862. 

Sib  :  Your  order  in  relation  to  the  charter  of  a  schooner  to  take  stores, 
etc.,  to  the  fleet  in  Pamlico  Sound  was  received  yesterday  and  I 
immediately  attended  thereto. 
As  I  am  under  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  proceed 

forthwith  up  the  Potomac,  and  as  the  stores  required  are  in  this  vessel, 
I  have  determined  to  load  the  chartered  schooner  at  once,  not  waiting 
to  the  time  directed  in  your  letter,  viz,  the  15th  of  April,  and  send  her 
off  iis  soon  as  loaded.  It  happens  opportunely  that  I  am  prevented 
by  northwest  winds  and  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  tugs  from  leaving  here 
immediately  in  compliance  with  the  orders  from  the  Department. 

I  trust  I  may  not  derange  any  of  your  plans  by  my  action  in  this 
matter,  but  I  can  see  no  other  mode  of  procedure  than  that  I  have 
adopted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, B.  J.  Totten, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 

Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  the  Sevrvtanj  of  the  Xavy  to  jUuj-oj}iv.erH  of  blockading  squad- 
ronHj  transmitting  information  rrganling  the  steamer  Oreto. 

Navy  Dkpartment,  March  18 j  180J2. 
Sir:  I  enclose  lierewith  for  your  inforination  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 

received  by  tbe  Sectretary  of  State  from  the  V.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool 
in  reference  to  the  jjfunboat  Oreto,  supposed  to  be  fitting  out  as  a  priva* 
teer  for  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  AVelles. 

Flag-Off icer  S.  V.  I)u  Pont, 
Comdg.  South  Atlantic  lilockading  Squadron^  Port  hoyaly  8.  C» 

Flag-Officer  I).  (J.  Farkagut, 
Comdg,  Western  Gulf  liloehtding  Sqttadron,  Shij)  Island. 

FlagOfllcer  L.  M.  (loLDSBoROidn, 
Comdg.  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading  ISquadron^  Hampton  Roads, 

Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean, 
Comdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  Westj  Fla. 

I  J.  S.  Consulate, 
Lirerpool,  February  jJ7j  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  jwisitive  evidence  that  the  Orvto  gunboat  is  intended  for 

the  Southern  (,'onfederacy.  She  is  to  carry  sixteen  guns,  is  intended 
as  a  privateer,  and  from  presenta])pearances  looks  as  if  she  would  start 
on  her  cruise  direct  from  this  ]H)rt.  She  has  taken  on  board  this  morn- 

ing 70  barrels  of  pork  and  beef,  (K)  sacks  of  navy  and  0  barrels  of  cabin 
bread,  together  with  other  j provisions. 

The  guns  are  to  be  shii)i)ed  at  some  other  iM»rt  in  England. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  H.  Dudley, 
U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  II.  Sewaki), 
Secretary  of  State. 

She  has  one  funnel,  three  masts,  bark  rigged,  eight  i)ortholes  for 
guns  on  each  side,  and  is  to  carry  sixteen  guns. 

Report  of  Commander  h'otran,  V.  S.  Xary,  regarding  profposcd  combined 
attack  upon  Ucaufort,  S,  C, 

v.  S.  Fla(  J -Steamer  IMiiladelpiiia, 
Off  y etc  Berne,  X.  C,  March  19,  /N6M>. 

Sir:  (leueral  Bnmside  is  organizing  a  force  against  Beaufort  by 
land,  and  1  am  i)r(»|»aring  such  cooperation,  through  Core  Soun<l,  as  my 
means  and  the  character  of  the  vessels  will  admit  of. 
The  Xashrille  is  still  at  lieaufort,  anchored  under  the  fort,  on  the 

inner  facre  of  it.  The  fort  is  well  garrisoned  and  ])rovisioned.  I  must 
eiirnestly  re(|uest  ycm  to  send  live  mortar  vessels,  if  possible,  otf  Fort 
Mac<m,  to  be  in  readiness  to  open  on  the  fort  as  soon  as  the  army  opens 
from  our  mortar  battery  on  the  land  side. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.   C.   liOWAN, 

Commanding  Xaval  Forces,  Sounds  of  Xorth  Carolina. 

Flag-< )lVuTr  L.  M.  (lOLDsiioKoruii, 
Comdg.  Xorth  Atlantic  J  blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Burn&ide^  U.  S.  Army^  to  Commander 
EowaUj  U,  8,  Navy^  requesting  the  transfer  of  a  detOrchment  of  the 
Fourth  Rhode  Island  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Korth  Carolina, 
Neic  Berne,  March  19, 1862. 

Commodore:  By  direction  of  General  Barnside  I  have  the  honor, 
respectfully,  to  request  that  if  possible  the  men  of  the  Fourth  Rhode 
Island  Kegiment,  now  on  duty  on  your  vessels,  shall  be  relieved  and 
transferred  as  early  as  practicable  to  the  Eastern  Queen.  It  is  very 
important  that  they  should  be  present  with  their  regiment. 

I  am.  Commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Lewis  Richmond, 

A  ssistant  Adjutant-  General, 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces. 

Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U,  8.  Navy^  to  lAeutenant  Murray,  U,  8. 
Navy,  to  proceed  in  command  of  expedition  to  Washington,  N,  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  19, 1862, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  force  placed  under  your  command, 
consisting  of  the  Louisiana^  Delaware,  and  Commodore  Perry,  to  Wash- 

ington, K.  C,  and  take  possession  of  all  the  public  property  there, 
promising  to  respect  all  private  property  provided  the  public  ])roperty 
is  given  up.  The  lens  and  apparatus  belonging  to  Hatteras  light  must 
be  returned. 

Should  there  be  opposition  in  removing  the  barriers  you  will  exercise 
your  discretion  as  to  whether  you  can  silence  the  fort  or  not.  If,  after 
a  short  bombardment,  you  find  the  resistance  continues,  you  will  imme- 

diately dispatch  your  fastest  vessel  to  report  the  fact  to  me,  and  in  the 
meantime  haul  out  of  range  and  confine  your  operations  to  removing 
the  obstructions  under  cover  of  night,  until  I  join  you  in  i)erson  with 
reenforcements. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Pamlico  ^ound. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Mitrkat, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Louisiana,  Off  New  Berne, 

Letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  H,  I,  M.  8,  Gassendi  to  Flag- 
Officer  Goldsborough,  U,  8,  Navy,  requx'sting  communication  with  Nor- 
folk  by  flag  of  truce. 

[Translation.] 

H.  1.  M.  S.  Gassendi, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  19, 1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  put  at 
my  disposal  to-morrow,  March  20,  a  Hag  of  truce  to  send  an  officer  to 
Norfolk  to  take  the  dispatches  of  our  consuls. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant,  Gaiitier, 
Captain  of  the  Gassendi, 

COMDR.   IN   CHARGE   NAVAL    FoRCKS   OF    UNITED   STATES, 
Hampton  [Roads], 
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Report  of  FUig-Officcr  Qolihboromjh,  U.  i".  jVarj,  reyardimj  steamers  for 
running  down  fhf  Merrimavk. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roatia,  Virginin,  March  19, 1863. 

8iB:  The  Illinoig  aniv&d  liere  yesterday  alteruoou,  and  I  sapiKise 
tlie  Arago  will  be  oil  band  very  soou.  If,  besides  these,  I  bad  two 
others,  8iich  as  those  of  greiit  weight,  high  speed,  aud  light  draft,  whicb 
run  on  the  North  and  East  rivers,  the  runniug  dowu  of  the  Merrimack 
wonld  be  more  certainly  and  effectually  acconiplished. 

Lioutenaut  SelMdge  was  given  a  short  leave  to  visit  bis  friends  in 
Boston,  aud  it  has  uot  yet  expired,  but  the  jmblic  interesta,  in  luy 
Judgmeut,  require  his  immediate  return  to  this  phu;e.  I  would  be 
pleased  if  the  Departmeiit  wouUl  telegraph  him  to  that  effect  uiwn  the 
receipt  of  this. 

The  telegi-apli  here  is  still  out  of  order. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

h.   M.  GOLIJSBOROCQH, 

Flag  Officer,  Cimimandiny  North  Allantio  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Seci'etary  of  tite  Naty,  Washington,  1).  V. 

Tnttriicliont  ^from  Flag-Officer  Goldnborough,  U.  8.  JVary,  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  viiartered  steamer  IlUnois  regarding  an  attack  vpon  the 

Merrimack. 

U.  a.  Flagship  MmsEsoTA, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  SO,  1862. 

Sir:  The  object  in  chartering  the  Illinois,  a«  1  am  fully  iurormed  by 
the  Government,  is  to  use  her  us  a  ram  against  the  vessels  of  the  enemy, 
more  especially  and  particularly  against  the  Merrimack,  or  Virginia,  as 
she  is  called  by  the  rebels;  aud  todo  thiseBectuully  it  is  advisable  that 
she  should  be  made  to  strike  that  vessel  with  the  greatest  possible 
velocity,  at  right  angles  to  her  side  or  stern,  the  side  to  be  preferred, 
or  in  <»se  she  can  uot  be  so  struck,  then  even  a  severe  blow,  somewhat 
slanting,  delivered  on  either  side  or  stern,  might,  aud  probably  would, 
disable  her  so  as  to  insure  iit  least  her  capture. 

In  the  event  of  an  attack  occurring  in  these  waters  between  tlie  forces 
of  the  United  iStates  and  those  of  the  rebels,  and  of  my  not  placing  an 
ofiictT  of  the  Navy  on  boaid  the  Illinois  to  tliiect  her  uiovenients,  you 
will  perform  this  duty  to  the  best  of  your  ability,  and  thus  destroy  the 
Merrimack,  if  possible.  As  to  any  iigury  the  Illinois  herself  may  sus- 

tain in  carrying  out  the  object  in  view,  even  though  it  should  involve 
ultinnitely  her  entire  uselessness,  that  is  not  to  be  regarded  for  a 
moment. 

1  am,  very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 
1-.   M.    GOLDHBOIIOVGB, 

FUui-Officer. 
Captain  U.  B.  Baeton, 

Vommanding  Steamer  lllijwis,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

(A  copy  of  the  foregoing  order,  with  the  i)roper  alteration  of  nameft, 
waa  made  for  Captain  H.  A.  Gadsden,  commanding  stvamer  Arago,  and 
dated  Maich  :il.J 
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(A.  copy  also  made,  with  the  proper  alteration  of  names,  for  Captain 
Lefevre,  commanding  steamer  Vanderbilt^  and  dated  March  23,  chang- 

ing the  first  sentence  so  as  to  read:  '^The  main  object  of  Government 
with  regard  to  the  Vanderbilt  is,"  etc.) 

(An  exact  copy,  with  proper  alteration  of  names,  made  for  Captain 
D.  S.  Babcock,  commanding  steamer  Illinois^  and  dated  March  30.) 

(An  exact  copy,  with  proper  alteration  of  names,  made  for  Captain 
A.  B.  Lowber,  commanding  steamer  Ericsson^  and  dated  April  11.) 

Letter  from  the  captain  of  the  chartered  nieamer  Illinois  to  Flag-Ojfficer 
Ooldsboroughj  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  the  refusal  of  his  crew  to  ram  the 
Merrimack. 

S.  S.  Illinois, 
Hampton  Roads^  Virginia^  March  J20j  1862, 

Sir  :  Tonr  dispatches  of  the  20th  are  received,  informing  me  that  the 
steamship  Illinois  is  chartered  particularly  by  the  Government  for  the 
purpose  of  running  down  the  Merrima^Jcy  or  the  Virginia^  as  she  is 
so  called  by  the  rebels. 

On  informing  my  ofiQcers,  engineers,  and  ship's  company  of  the  pur- 
pose she  was  chartered  for,  they  all  refused,  with  the  exception  of  five 

(viz.  Captain  D.  B.  Barton,  Chief  Engineer  Stephen  H.  Scott,  Chief 
Mate  John  Deakeu,  Purser  M.  Otis  Boberts,  and  Steward  J.  H.  Doran), 
they  having  previously  shipped  for  port  or  ports  in  the  United  States, 
West  Indies,  or  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  not  agreeing  to  perform  duty  in 
the  Illinois  when  used  as  a  ram  to  run  down  the  enemy's  iron  ships. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  B.  Barton, 

Commanding  S,  8,  Illinois, 
Flag-Oificer  L.  M.  Goldsboeough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadro7i, 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8,  Navy^  to  Commander  Poor^ 
U,  8,  Navyy  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the  chartered  steamer  Illinois. 

U.  S.  FLArrSiiiP  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roadsj  1  Irginia^  March  ̂ 0^  1862, 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  written  agreement  made 
between  Messrs.  Boberts  and  Fox  for  the  use  of  the  steamship  Illinois 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  1  deem  it  proper  to  direct  that  you 
will  proceed  and  remain  on  board  that  vessel,  so  as  to  direct  her  move- 

ments in  the  event  of  an  attack  occurring  in  these  waters  between  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  the  rebels. 

The  object  in  chartering  the  Illinois  is  to  use  her  as  a  ram  against 
the  vessels  of  the  enemy,  more  especially  and  particularly  against  the 
Merrimackj  or  Virginia^  as  she  is  called  by  the  rebels;  and  to  do  this 
effectually,  it  is  desirable  that  the  Illinois  should  be  made  to  strike 
her  with  the  greatest  possible  velocity  at  right  angles  to  her  side  or 
stem,  the  side  to  be  preferred;  or  in  ease  she  can  not  be  so  struck, 
then  a  severe  blow  even  somewhat  slanting  delivered  on  either  side  or 
stem  might  and  probably  would  disable  her  so  as  to  insure  at  least 
her  capture.  But  of  course  the  details  of  this  service  are  left  to  your 
own  choice. 

N  w  B— vol  7   10 
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In  appointiDg  yon  to  this  extremely  important  dnty,  I  beg  to  say  that 
I  have  every  confidence  in  your  zeal,  ability,  and  determination,  andif 
you  can  accomplish  the  great  object  in  view,  viz,  the  destruction  of  the 
Merrimackj  you  will  render  a  service  to  your  country  worthy  of  the 
highest  reward. 

Bear  in  mind  that  any  injury  the  IlliTioia  herself  may  sustain,  even 
though  it  involve  ultimately  her  entire  uselessness,  is  not  to  be  regarded 
for  a  moment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  C.  H.  PooB, 

I  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 
I 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Gold^boroughj  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  of  United 
States  steamers  in  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  20, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  XJ.  8. 
steamers  Anacosiia,  Freeborn,  Victoria,  and  Island  Belle  arrived  here 
yesterday  afternoon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

F lug- Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 

Order  of  the  AssiMant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flng- Officer  Ooldsbor- 
ough,  U,  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  return  of  United  States  vessels  to  the 
Potomac  River. 

Navy  Department,  March  20, 1862. 
Sir:   Send  back  to  the  Potomae  immediately  the  vessels  of  the 

flotilla  that  convoyed  the  army  transports  of  Heintzelman's  division  to 
Old  Point,  as  they  will  be  needed  to  convoy  another  detachment.    They 
are  the  Anacostia,  Freeborn,  and  Island  Belle. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Oeo.  W.  Blunt,  esq., 
of  New  York,  regarding  the  charter  of  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  March  20, 1862. 

I  enclose  herewith  extracts  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough's  dis- 
patcthes  No.  161*  and  165,*  on  the  subject  of  running  down  the  Merri- 

•  See  pp.  134, 144. 
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mack.    Can  you  charter  a  couple  of  such  vessels  as  he  refers  to;  and 
if  so,  upon  what  terms?    Answer  by  telegraph. 

1  am,  respectfully,  • G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary, 
Geo.  W.  Blunt, 

yew  York. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  20^  1862. 

Proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  without  delay  and  report  to  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough.    Inform  the  Department  by  telegraph  when  you  leave. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy. 

Commander  Geo.  A.  Prentiss, 
Commandim  U.  S.  S.  Albatross j  Baltimore,  Md. 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  Goldshoro^^fhy  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Goodwin,  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S,  hark  Amanda,  to  pro- 

ceed to  blockade  duty  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  20, 1662. 

Sir:  The  moment  your  repairs  are  completed  you  will  proceed  to 
your  station  off  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  block 
ading  that  port.  Have  all  your  supplies  completed  at  Baltimore,  as 
we  have  no  longer  a  storeship  here.  Be  economical  in  all  your  demands. 
Examine  and  distribute  carefully  among  the  blockading  vessels  off 
Wilmington  the  enclosed  general  orders  and  extracts  from  the  foreign 
correspondence  of  this  Government. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag -Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Goodwin, 
U.  S.  Bark  Amanda,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Order  of  FUjuf-OMcer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Arm- 
strong, U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  State  of  Georgia,  to  proceed 

to  duty  off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roa^S)  Virginia,  March  20, 1862. 

Sir:  Proceed  oft*  Beaufort,  N.  C,  with  the  Stats  of  Georgia  under 
your  command  and  remain  there  closely  and  vigorously  blockading  the 
place  until  further  orders,  or  as  long  as  your  supply  of  fuel  and  pro- 

visions will  possibly  permit. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Flag-Officer. 

Commander  J.  F.  Armstrong, 
U.  8.  8.  State  of  Georgia^  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  the  distribu- 
tion  of  information  received  from  a^oad. 

•  U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads^  Virginia^  March  20^  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  March 
7,  in  which  you  enquire  if  I  cause  the  information  from  time  to  tinie 
sent  to  me — concerning  the  fitting  out  of  suspicious  vessels  abroad — ^tiu 
be  communicated  to  the  vessels  of  this  blockading  squadron,  that,  as 
soon  as  the  extracts  from  tbe  foreign  correspondence  of  the  Gtovem- 
ment  are  receivM  by  me  I  cause  them  immediately  to  be  printed  on 
the  press  which  I  have  on  board  and  distributed  among  the  vesselB  <^ 
this  squadron  by  tbe  earliest  opportunity. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer^  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlte  Navy^  Wa^shington^  D.  C, 

[Telegram.] 

New  York  City,  March  20^  1862. 
(Received  2: 40  p.  m.) 

Please  send  me  the  necessary  authority  for  action  by  this  day's  maiL 
Be  in  time.    The  sbip  leaves  to-morrow.    Please  answer. 

0.  Vanderbilt. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton. 

[Telegram.] 

War  Department, 
Washingtonj  March  20 j  1862. 

Your  telegram  received.  The  President  and  this  Department  are 
highly  gratified  at  your  promptitude,  and  that  you  are  so  far  forward. 
I  sliould  be  glad  to  have  a  detailed  statement  of  your  preparations  and 
proceedings  by  mail.  Tbe  necessary  authority  for  action  will  be  for- 

warded by  this  day\s  mail  and  instructions  will  also  be  given  to  General 
Wool  and  the  officers  at  Fort  Monroe. 

Yours,  truly, 
Edwin  M.  Stanton. 

C.  Vanderbilt, 
5  BoicHng  GreeUj  New  York, 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  C.  Vanderhiltj  esq.,  regarding  the 
equipment  and  employment  of  the  steamer  Vanderbilt, 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  20, 1862. 

Sir:  The  President  desires  to  turn  to  the  utmost  account  your  patri- 
otic and  generous  gift  to  the  Government  of  the  great  steamship  Van- 

derhiltj and  to  use  and  employ  tiiat  ship  for  protection  and  defense 
against  the  rebel  ironclad  ship  Merrimack,  and  also  to  secure  at  the 
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present  time  the  advantage  of  yoar  great  energy  and  nautical  experi- 
ence; and  to  that  end,  having  accepted  yonr  gift  of  the  Vanderhiltj  he 

authorizes  and  directs  me  to  receive  her  into  the  service  of  the  War 
Department,  and  to  use  and  employ  the  said  steamship  and  her  ofQcers 
and  crew,  under  your  supervision,  direction,  and  command,  to  aid  the 
protection  and  defense  of  the  transports  now  in  the  service  of  this 
Department  on  Chesapeake  Bay,  Bampton  Koads,  and  adjacent  waters, 
and  wherever  the  said  transports  may  be  bound. 

Confiding  in  your  patriotic  motives  and  purposes,  as  well  as  in  your 
skill,  judgment,  and  energy,  full  discretion  and  authority  are  conferred 
upon  you  to  arm,  equip,  navigate,  use,  manage,  and  employ  the  said 
steamship  Vanderhilt  with  such  commander  and  crew  and  under  such 
instructions  as  you  may  deem  fit  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore  expresst^. 

Instructions  will  be  given  to  the  Qnartermaster-General  to  furnish 
you  with  supplies,  and  to  treat  and  recognize  the  Vanderbili^  her  ofBcers 
and  crew  as  in  the  Government  service  and  under  the  special  orders  of 
this  Department.  Whatever  instructions  or  authority  you  may  require 
for  the  proper  conduct  and  efQciency  of  said  steamship  in  the  Govern- 

ment service  will  be  given  on  application  to  this  Department. 
To  the  officers  whom  you  may  place  in  command  of  said  ship  you  will 

give  such  instructions  as  you  may  deem  proper,  communicating  a  copy 
thereof  to  this  Department  for  its  information. 

By  order  of  the  President: 
Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

{Secretary  of  War. 
C.  Vandbrbilt,  Esq., 

Netc  York  City,  JVT.  Y. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Qold^horough,  U.  8. 
Navy  J  transmitting  information  regarding  the  construction  of  Confederate 
vessels. 

Navy  Department,  March  20^  1862. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from 

Lieutenant  Barrett  relative  to  ironclad  vessels  at  Norfolk. 
You  are  requested  to  inform  the  Department  whether  or  not,  in  your 

opinion,  the  statement  is  entitled  to  any  credit;  also  to  furnish  any 
information  you  have  in  regard  to  vessels  at  Norfolk. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Encloflure.] 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  17, 1862. 
Sir:  Yesterday  I  met  at  the  Havana  Hotel  several  of  the  company 

of  Zouaves,  actors  (Frenchmen).  In  conversation  they  stated  that 
while  in  Norfolk,  two  months  since,  they  had  visited  the  navy  yard, 
the  Merrimack,  and  that  they  had  also  seen  four  other  ironclad  vessels 
of  the  same  model  as  the  Merrima<ik,  but  smaller.  They  also  said  that 
they  were  told  one  of  them  was  an  old  frigate.  From  all  1  heard  I 
should  judge  the  vessels  alluded  to  were  begun  after  the  Merrimack 
some  two  or  three  weeks.  The  Frenchman  said  that  General  Blanch- 
ard  was  residing  at  the  navy  yard ;  that  Captein  Forrest  ac^e^v&\>^\£v»^ 
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tbem  aroand  the  yard  and  on  board  the  Merrimack.  I  can  not  say 
whether  this  information  is  from  a  reliable  source.  I  should  judcre  it 
was,  as  several  of  the  Zouaves  confirmed  the  statement  made  to  me  by 
their  companions.  I  considered  the  statement  of  importance,  and  have 
the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  it  to  your  consideration. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Edward  Barrett, 

Lieutenantj  LL  8.  Navy. 

[lion.  Gideon  Welles, 
Setrretary  of  the  Navy  J] 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough^  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  coTtstruc- 
tion  at  Norfolk  of  Confederate  gunboats, 

II.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  21^  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  never  before  heard  anythin^f  about  the  ftmr  additional 

plated  vessels  alluded  to  in  Lieutenant  Barrett's  communication. 
1  do  not  credit  the  story.  Tliey  are  constructing  at  Norfolk  six  gun- 

boats, each  to  be  built,  armed,  etc.,  according  to  the  specifications  I 
had  tlie  honor  to  forward  from  Koauoke  Island,  at  the  time  I  sent  Mr. 
Maury's  manuscript  letter  to  Captain  Lynch  concerning  them. 

I  can  hear  of  nothing  at  Norfolk  except  the  Merrimack,  Jamestown^ 
Yorktow7ij  Germantown,  Plymouth,  United  States,  Beaufort,  Raleigh,  and 
perhaps  one  or  two  others  similar  to  the  latter  two. 

They  may  attempt  to  plate  some  of  the  gunboats  they  are  buildini^ 
in  a  light  way,  and  also  the  Gerinantoicn  and  Plymouth, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag  Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J>,  C, 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U,  S,  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant Murray,  U,  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  cdpedition  to  Washington^ 

N,  C,  March  21,  lS(i2, 

V.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Thiladelphia, 
Off  Netc  Berne,  N.  C,  March  27,  1802. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  returned  from  Washington, 
N.  C,  this  morning.  His  report  of  his  visit  to  that  place  is  herewith 
enclosed. 

1  have  to  regret  that  the  lens  has  not  yet  been  returned.  Th(5  author- 
ities .assured  Captain  Murray  that  X\\i\  lens  wns  taken  away  without 

their  knowledge  or  consent  and  carried  to  Tarboro  in  a  little  steamboat. 
I  purpose  holding  the  authorities  responsible  for  the  return  of  the  lens 
before  I  i)romise  i»rotection  to  the  inhabitants,  it  may  be  a  matter  of 
policy  not  to  cMiforce  this  demand,  if  satisfactory  ])roof  offers  that  the 
authorities  had  no  knowledge  of  the  removal  of  the  lens;  but  I  shall,  if 
possible,  ascertain  the  guilty  parties  and  take  all  the  property  I  (^an 
find  that  will  reimburse  the  Government.  1  shall  of  course  consult  with 
General  Burnside  on  this  point. 
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The  x)olitical  seutiuieuts  of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington  are  divided, 
but  the  reception  given  our  people  is  more  hopeful  than  any  we  have 
yet  witnessed  in  these  waters.  The  rabid  secessionists  proclaimed  that 
we  intended  to  burn  the- town,  and  this  fear  alone  may  induce  many  to 
seem  what  they  are  not.  I  shall  institute  a  secret  enquiry  into  the 
antecedents  of  the  authorities  and  remaining  inhabitants,  and  if  I  find 
that  they  are  not  in  reality  what  they  seem  (good  Union  men  at  heart), 
1  shall  treat  them  with  less  consideration.  For  the  present  I  shall 
keep  a  strict  blockade  of  the  river  and  town  and  shape  my  course  as 
circumstances  may  seem  best  for  the  interest  of  my  Government. 
From  the  best  information  obtained,  the  enemy  commenced  disman- 

tling his  forts  below  Washington  before  I  reached  here,  and  redoubled 
his  haste  on  my  arrivjil  in  this  river.  So  far  as  I  can  learn,  nearly  all 
the  military  stores  and  munitions  were  destroyed  or  carried  off  and  the 
naval  stores  and  cotton  belonging  to  individuals  burned. 
Two  gunboats  on  the  stocks;  one,  intended  to  mount  six  guns,  was 

launched  and  carried  up  the  river  out  of  sight,  and  was  burned  the 
night  our  forces  arrived,  as  stated  by  reliable  authority.  The  other 
gunboat,  of  less  size,  remained  on  the  stocks  and  was  sawed  in  pieces  by 
our  people,  assisted  by  the  authoiities,  to  prevent  her  destruction  by 
fire,  which  would  have  endangered  the  town. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  0.  KOWAN, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosares.] 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 

Washington,  [N.  0.],  March  x^fi,  18G2. 
SiE:  In  obedience  to  your  orders*  of  the  20th  [19th]  instant,  I  pro- 

ceeded to  this  place,  arriving  at  the  obstructions  about  5  miles  below 
on  the  morning  of  the  21st. 

Tlie  naval  column  consisted  of  this  vessel,  the  Delaware,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Qua(*.kenbush,  and  the  Commodore  Perry,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Flusser. 

We  were  accompanied  to  the  obstructions  by  the  steamer  Admiral, 
army  transport,  with  eight  companies  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Colonel  Stevenson,  and  a  small  tugboat. 
We  met  with  no  resistance,  the  batteries  having  been  abandoned  and 

their  armament  removed. 
By  blasting  and  other  processes  we  soon  forced  a  channel  through 

the  piles,  though  they  had  been  driven  very  deep  (in  triple  row)  and 
cut  off  3  feet  below  the  surface. 

At  11  a.  m.  we  arrived  abreast  the  town,  the  Delaware  bringing  from 
the  transport  the  field  officers,  two  companies,  and  the  regimental  band. 
The  authorities,  with  many  of  the  citizens,  met  us  on  the  wharf, 

where  I  briefly  explained  to  them  the  object  of  our  visit. 
The  military  then  formed  and  we  i)roceeded  to  the  court-house,  where, 

with  all  the  ceremonies,  we  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  Union.  The  troops 
returned  to  the  Delaware  with  unbroken  ranks. 

I  found  on  further  consultation  with  the  authorities,  on  whom  1  had 
made  my  demand  for  the  restoration  of  the  Ilatteras  light  property, 
that  underlying  an  apparent  ac(]uiescence  of  the  people  of  the  town  and 

•  Seo  p.  143. 
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neigb'borhood  in  permitting  tlie  bailding  of  gnnboiits  and  the  conBtmo- tion  of  batteries  to  repel  the  approach  of  tbo  Federal  forces,  was  a 
deep-rooted  atfection  for  the  old  Union,  and  not  a  little  animosity  to  its 
enemies,  the  latter  clement  not  being  diminished  by  the  importatioii  ot 
troops  from  a  distant  State. 

The  result  of  this  state  of  aS^ra  wan  to  be  anticipated — the  abao- 
donment  of  its  defenses  by  the  troops,  followed  by  tlie  destraotion  of 
what  remained  of  Confederate  proi»erty  by  the  people. 

tVASHINGTQN.N.C. 

The  laanclied  gunboat  had  been  towed  several  miles  up  the  river, 
loaded  with  turgientine,  and  flrod  the  nif;ht  of  our  arrival. 

A  few  handn'd  bushels  of  meal  and  enni  left  in  the  commissary  store 
were  distributed  to  the  poor  by  my  order. 

The  most  valuable  part  of  the  Hattci-as  li^ht  property,  the  lenses, 
have  been  taheit  to  Tarboro.     I  have  hopes  of  their  recovery  through 
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the  instrumentality  of  the  x)eople  of  Washinp^n.    The  rest  of  the 
property  is  secured  with  channel  buoys  and  moorings. 

In  addition  to  the  batteries  on  either  side  of  the  obstructions,  the 
enemy  had  thrown  up  breastworks  east  of  the  town  and  joining, 
extending  half  a  mile;  they  also  had  fortified  their  camp,  which  com- 

manded the  high  road. 
A  sketch  of  the  river  from  the  obstructions  to  the  bridge  above  the 

town  is  enclosed;  it  includes  all  tbe  fortifications. 
The  woods  and  swamp  in  this  and  Hyde  County  are  represented  as 

being  alive  with  refugees  fiom  the  draft.  Many  of  tbem  encouraged  by 
our  presence  came  in ;  they  are  deep  and  bitter  in  their  denunciations 
of  the  secession  heresy,  and  promised  a  regiment,  if  called  upon,  to  aid 
in  the  restoration  of  the  flag. 

If  this  expedition  has  not  as  yet  been  fruitful  in  profitable  results, 
its  future  promises  well.  The  place  should  not  be  neglected;  it  could 
soon  be  refortified,  the  guns  being  traceable  only  as  far  as  Tarboro.  In 
case  our  force  is  too  limited  to  permit  of  a  division  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  possession,  periodical  visits  at  least  should  be  made. 
We  have  been  delayed  two  days  in  consequence  of  low  water,  the 

Commodore  Perry  being  aground. 
I  nm,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.   MiTBRAY, 

LwutcHantj  Commanding  Column, 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Comdg,  Naval  ForceSy  A  Ibemarle  and  Pamlico  Soumljt. 

Report  of  Commander  Locl'icood^   U.  8,  Navy^  regarding  asHuttance  ex- tended to  chartered  vessels  7).  B,  Bills  and  Eureka. 

IT.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
Off  York  River,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  15th 
instant,  whilst  at  anchor  in  Mobjack  Bay,  on  the  lifting  of  a  dense  fog 
we  discovered  a  schooner  inshore  which  i)roved  to  be  the  1).  B,  Bills, 
from  Boston  for  Perryville,  chartered  by  Government.  She  was  hard 
and  fast  in  6  feet  of  water  within  hail  of  tlie  shore.  Our  boats,  armed, 
remained  by  her  that  day  and  the  following  night,  and  succeeded  in 
getting  her  afloat  without  injury  and  anchored  her  near  us  on  the 
morning  of  the  Kith.    She  proceeded  up  the  bay  in  the  afternoon. 

Yesterday  morning,  being  at  anchor  near  the  mouth  of  York  Kiver, 
with  thick,  heavy  N.  E.  weather,  toward  noon  the  fog  lifting,  we  dis- 

covered a  small  steam  propeller  ashore  on  Drum  Island  Flats,  and 
immediately  got  underway  and  steamed  down  abreast,  and  as  near  to 
her  as  the  pilot  thought  prudent  to  go,  and  sent  an  armed  boat  to  her, 
which  soon  retunied  with  an  old  colored  woman — the  cook,  and  only 
person  on  board.  The  vessel  had  run  in  the  night  previous,  having 
cast  off  her  tow  of  two  schooners  with  mules  belonging  to  the  Govern- 

ment. Finding  their  vessel  hard  and  fast,  the  crew  took  the  boat  and 
deserted  her,  leaving  the  old  negress  alone  and  ignorant  of  their 
departure. 

The  propeller  is  named  Eureka,  and  belongs  at  Bound  Brook,  N.  J., 
is  from  Perryville,  and  was  chartered  by  the  (government,  and  the  pre- 

cipitate abandonment  of  her  by  her  crew  siiould  be  known  in  the  proper 
quarter,  that  the  owners  may  not  receive  compensation  from  the  Gov- 

ernment for  loss  arising  from  the  neglect  of  performance  of  duty  of 
their  agents. 
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Our  boats  succeeded  in  gettiug  her  off  about  11  a.  m.,  with  the  loss 
of  her  rudder  and  some  30  barrels  of  water,  which  were  started. 

I  send  her  down  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Gleasou,  and  have 
directed  him  to  return  to-morrow  in  the  Cherrystone  boat  with  his 
officers  and  men. 

I  have  licard  that  the  rebels  are  building  three  gunboats  at  West 
Point,  on  York  Eiver,  and  that  they  are  making  a  steam  gunboat  of  the 
light-boat  taken  from  York  Spit. 

T  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Samuel  Lockwood, 

Commawler. 
Flag-Officcr  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg,  yorth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roa^U, 

['IVlegruin.l 

Baltimore,  March  21  j  1862. 
I  would  have  left  here  this  morning  for  Kettle  Bottom  Shoals,  but 

the  steamer  engaged  failed  lis,  being  seized  by  the  army.  No  other  to 
be  obtained  at  present. 

B.  J.  TOTTEN, 

Commander. 
SKcnjETAiiv  Navy. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flay  Officer  Ooldnboroughy  U.  & 
Xaryj  necking  information  regarding  the  construction  of  Confederate 
vessels. 

Navy  Department,  March  ̂ i,  1862. 
Siu:  (ieneral  Mansfield  writes  mo  under  date  of  the  19th  instant  as 

follows : 

I  was  last  night  infornu'd  from  pretty  good  authority  that  the  rehels  wore  building two  iron  mail  war  Htoamers  at  iiii(;limond  and  two  at  Norfolk  and  several  hundred 
mm  at  work  on  them.  This  may  he  an  exaggeration,  hut  I  think  it  quite  likely  they 
are  huihling  one  at  JHchmond  and  anothrr  at  Norfolk. 

Have  you  any  information  tliat  leads  you  to  suppose  that  the  infor- 
mation or  suppositions  of  General  Manstield  are  correct  in  regard  to 

the  construction  of  additional  iron  mail  war  steamers  either  at  Norfolk 
or  Richmond f 

I  am,  respectfully,  ete., 
Gideon  Welt.es. 

Flag-Otticer  L.  M.  (lOi.DSBOKOUGn, 
Comdg.  Noj'th  Atlantic  lilockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Baltimore^  March  21^  lS(i2. 

SiK  :  I  am  getting  nnderway  for  Hampton  Roads,  1  o'clock. 
Geo.  a.  Prentlss, 

Commander, 
lion.  (fiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
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Report  of  Fla^-  Officer  Goldshoroughy  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  of  the 
U,  S,  8.  Chocura  at  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  21, 1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  IT.  S.  S. 
Chocura  arrived  in  these  roads  yesterday  afternoon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  CiOLDSBOEOXTGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8quadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  7).  0. 

[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  March  21, 1862. 
The  Alabama  and  Albatross  have  sailed.    The  Brandytoine  is  detained 

for  want  of  tugs  of  sufBcient  power. 
Jas.  McDonnell, 

U.  8.  Navy. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  8ecretary  Navy. 

Letter*  from  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Higgins  to  FUig- Officer  Ooldsborough, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  raising  of  the  U.  8.  ship  Cumberland, 

Office  of  Johnson  &  Higgins, 
Average  Adjusters  and  Insurance  Brokers, 

No.  89  Wall  8treet,  New  York,  March  21, 1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  are  applied  to  by  the  Department  to  make  a  propo- 
sition to  raise  the  Cumberland.  We  can  not  do  this  understandingly 

without  some  knowledge  as  to  her  exact  position.  Will  you  do  us 
the  greiit  kindness  to  have  a  diagram  of  her  present  position  made,  and 
inform  us  as  to  the  depth  of  water  there  and  in  her  i)roximity.  We 
should  also  like  to  know  the  extent  of  her  wounds  and  how  long  she 
was  filling,  and  any  other  information  that  in  your  opinion  would 
infiuence  us  in  the  steps  to  be  taken. 

Your  compliance  will  greatly  oblige. 
Tour  obedient  servants, 

Johnson  &  Higgins. 
Commodore  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roa4s. 

P.  S. — As  the  Department  wanes  instant  action,  we  have  to  beg  that 
we  may  receive  this  at  your  very  earliest  convenience. 

[Endonoment.] 
March  21, 1862. 

Dear  Sir:  At  the  request  of  Assistant  Secretary  Fox,  1  have  made 
the  application  named  above  to  the  gentleman  signing  the  letter. 

Yours,  truly, 

Geo,  W,  BiAi^*^. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  8.  ̂ ary,  of  the  arrival  of  vessels. 
U.  S.  FLACisniP  Minnesota, 

Hampton  RoadSj  Virtfiniay  March  22^  1862, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Hteamahip 

Arago  and  17.  S.  S.  Octorara  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag- Officer y  Comdg.  North  Atlantw  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

^evrvtary  of  the  Nary^  Washingtotij  IK  C. 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  (ioldtthoroughj  U,  S.  Xavy,  to  Commander  PrentisSj 
U,  IS,  Nanfy  to  proceed  with  the  i-,  S,  S,  AWatrofss  to  duUf  off  Beau- 

fort, N.  (\ 
U.  S.  F'LAGsiiip  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roadn,  Virginia,  March  22, 1862, 
Sir:  Proceed  off  Beaufort,  N,  G.,  with  the  Albatross  under  your  com- 

mand, and  remain  there  closely  and  vigorously  blockading  the  place 
until  further  orders,  or  as  long  jis  your  8upi>ly  of  fuel  and  provisions 

will  possibly  permit.  The  enemy's  st<nimer  Nashrille,  at  last  accounts, 
was  still  at  Beaufort.  Do  everything  in  your  power  to  prevent  her 
from  escaping,  and  if  she  can  be  captured,  I  wish  it  done.  It  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  you  should  not  delay  a  moment  in  getting 
to  your  destination. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  (tOLDsborough, 

FlagOJgficer. 
Commander  G.  A.  Prentiss, 

V.  ̂ ^  ̂ S,  Albatross,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 

P.  S. — Should  Beaufort  with  Fort  Macon  fall  into  our  possession,  or 

should  there  be  at  any  time  more  of  our  vessels  oft*  there  than  may  be absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  the  blockade  and  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  Nashville,  1  wish  every  steamer  not  needed,  or  that  possibly  can 

be  spared,  to  go  oil*  Wilmington,  N.  O.,  and  assist  in  blockading  that 
I>ort. 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOKOUGII, 
Flag- Officer. 

Letter  from   Flag-OXficer  Gohlsborongh^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- General 
Wool,  i\  aV.  Army,  regarding  chartered  steamer  Eureka. 

ir.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  >i2, 1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  steam  propeller  EureJca 
arrived  here  this  morning  in  charge  of  a  naval  officer.  This  vessel,  as 
the  accompanying  extract  will  show,  was  chartered  by  Government 
and  was  <leserted  by  her  crew  at  the  mouth  of  the  York  liiver,  her  tow 
of  two  schooners  with  mules  having  been  cast  iulrift.  She  is  at  your 
service. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOROT'GH, Flag-officer, 
Major-General  John  E.  Wool, 

VomMiuuling  Department  of  Virginia,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 
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Order  of  Commander  RowaUj  U.  8.  Navyj  to  Lieutenant  Hopkins,  U,  8, 
Navy  J  to  proceed  to  Albemarle  Sound. 

U.  S.  Flag-Stbambr  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berncy  N.  C,  March  22^  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  with  the  steamer  Underwriter 
under  your  command  to  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  and  report  to  Lieutenant- 
Commanding  Beed  Werden  for  duty  in  Albemarle  Sound. 

Very  respectfully, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces j  Pamlico  8ound, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Alfred  Hopkins, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Underwriter. 

Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  coal  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  March  22, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  the  steamer  Underu>riter  for  duty  under  your  com- 
mand. On  her  arrival  you  will  please  dispatch  the  steamer  Ellis,  with 

orders  to  report  to  me.  Direct  Cai)tain  Franklin  to  stop  at  Boanoke 
anchorage  and  ascertain  the  number  of  coal  vessels  there  and  the 
quantity  of  coal  on  board  each.  If  any  one  of  them  be  empty  and 
will  come,  I  will  give  them  ft'eight  to  Philadelphia  or  New  York  at 
40  cents  per  barrel — lay  days  not  less  than  four  nor  more  than  six. 
Keep  yourself  ready  to  go  through  the  swash.    I  may  want  to  send 

you  to  Beaufort  in  a  few  days. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  BOWAN, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Pamlico  8ound. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  B.  Werden, 

Commanding  Naval  Division,  Albemarle  8ound. 

Correspondence  regarding  the  charter  of  the  steamship  Illinois  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ramming  the  Merrimack. 

Report  of  Flag-Of&oer  Goldiborough,  XT.  8.  Havj,  traiunnittmg  oorretpondeiiee  with  the  oaptain 
of  tlie  chartered  iteamer  Tlllnflii. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  22,  1862. 

Sm :  The  conduct  of  the  captain  of  the  Illinois  has  been  anything  but 
what  I  expected,  and  his  whole  crew  is  demoralized  and  unwilling 
to  run  down  the  Merrimack,  It  seems  to  me  as  though  he  came  here 
predetermined  not  to  do  what  he  was  expressly  chartered  for.  Argu- 

ment and  persuasion  are  useless  upon  such  a  character.  To-day  he 
proposes  to  me,  in  writing,  to  annul  his  charter  party.  1  forward  here- 

with a  copy  of  his  communication.  I  have  not  the  engineers  or  firemen 
necessary  for  her  engines,  and  am  so  much  disgusted  with  this  whole 
proceeding  that  I  have  determined  to  let  him  go  with  his  vessel  wher- 

ever he  likes.  I  also  forward  a  copy  of  a  lett^  I  have  written  to  him 
upon  the  subject. 
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In  chartering  steamers  for  the  service  in  view  it  would,  I  think,  be 
infinitely  better  for  the  Government  to  officer  and  man  them  entirely. 

Then,  and  then  only,  perhaps,  can  we  place  implicit  confidence  in 
having  done  what  is  wanted  in  a  proper  manner. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  volunteers  in  abundancve,  good  and  true,  may 
be  procured  in  New  York  to  serve  on  board  the  Illinois  in  the  way 
wanted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer^  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Bhckadinij  Squadron, 
ll<m.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washhigto7i^  I).  C, 

[EncloHure  No.  1.] 

Steamship  Illinois, 
Hampton  RoadSy  Virginiaj  March  22^  1862. 

Sir:  As  Captain  Poor,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  has  taken  command  of  the 
steamship  lUinoifi  and  has  ordered  the  crew  (who  have  refused  duty  on 
said  ship  when  used  as  a  ram)  to  leave  the  ship,  and  replaced  them  with 
men  from  the  Navy,  out  of  my  control,  and  also  out  of  the  control  of 
my  officers,  I  therefore  do  respexjtfnlly  ask  you  to  receive  the  steamship 
IUi)toi8j  and  give  me  a  receipt  for  her  accordingly. 

Otherwise,  under  the  cin^nnisfiinces,  1  must  annul  the  charter  party 
and  return  the  ship  to  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  B.  Barton. 

Flag-Ottlcer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  JStfuadron, 

[EncloAiiro  No.  2.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roada^  Virginia^  March  22,  1862, 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  this  date. 
Your  whole  conduct  concerning  the  Illinois  is  of  a  character  which 

bes))eaks  anything  but  duty  to  your  country,  and  1  regard  your  pro- 
ceedings as  a  willful  abandonment  of  your  charter. 

How  different  the  bearing  of  the  captain  of  the  Aragoj  whose  vessel's 
charter  is  similar  to  that  of  your  own.  As  soon  as  Captain  Poor  and 
his  men  are  removed  from  the  Illinois  you  can  go  with  her  where  you 
like,  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  you  yourself  annul  the  charter 
party  and  desert  the  trust  confided  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
I).  B.  Barton,  Esq., 

Commanding  Steamshij)  Illinois,  Hampton  Roads, 

Latter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  ManhaU  0.  Roberts,  eeq.,  relative  to  recharteiing 
the  iteamship  lUinoii. 

Navy  Department,  March  2r>,  if^62. 
8iR:  This  Department  will  charter  the  Illinois  on  the  same  terms  as 

jii  the  charter  just  canceled  by  her  captain,  excepting  the  maritime  risk, 
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provided  you  put  on  board  a  captain,  crew,  and  officers  who  are  will- 
ing: to  attempt  to  run  down  the  Merrimack.    Charter  party  to  com- 

mence the  day  the  vessel  leaves  New  York. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
M.  O.  Roberts,  Esq., 

Washington,  D,  C, 

Letter  from  MarghaU  0.  Bobertt,  eeq.,  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldiborongh,  XT.  S.  Havy,  relative  to 
the  charter  of  the  iteamship  niinoii. 

New  York,  March  26^  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  duplicate  copies  of  your  correspondence  with 

the  Navy  Department  in  relation  to  the  steamship  Illinois^  and  beg  to 
say  that  the  charter  will  show  for  what  purpose  the  ship  was  chartered, 
and  to  say  further  that  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  inform  the  officters 
or  crew  that  she  was  intended  to  run  down  the  Merrimack  or  chartered 
for  any  other  purpose.  But  presuming  under  the  charter  party  there 
could  be  no  misunderstanding  on  the  subject,  I  left  the  matter  entirely 
with  your  good  self.  1  really  regret  the  turn  things  have  taken,  and 
assure  you  Captain  Barton  had  no  authority  from  me  to  annul  the 
contract. 

1  chartered  the  Illinois  to  Mr.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
at  a  time  when  she  was  under  employment  in  another  service,  and  for 
an  emergency  that  had  arisen  at  Fort  Monroe.  Mr.  Fox  informed  me 
there  was  no  time  to  be  lost.  Captain  Barton  was  recommended  to  me 
by  Moses  Taylor,  esq.,  of  this  city,  in  whose  employ  he  had  been  for 
seventeen  years  past,  but  never  before  in  mine. 

In  accordance  with  a  letter  just  received  from  the  Navy  Department, 
a  copy  of  which  you  will  please  find  herewith,  I  have  concluded  to  send 
the  Illinois  back  to  Hampton  Eoads,  under  directions  to  Captain  D.  S. 
Babcock,  to  comply  with  your  orders  to  the  fullest  extent. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Marshall  O.  Roberts. 

Commodore  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Flag- Officer,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  Mawhall  0.  Boberts,  eiq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Havy  relative  to  the  charter 
of  the  iteamihip  lUbiois. 

New  York,  April  15, 1862. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  the  24th  ultimo, 

stating  that — 
The  Department  approvos  the  course  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsboroagh  in  accepting 

the  annnlling  of  the  contract  between  the  owners  of  the  steamer  flliiioia  and  the 
Department  for  the  charter  of  said  steamer,  and  that,  in  view  of  all  the  circum- 

stances in  the  case,  it  does  not  feel  justified  in  allowing  any  pay  A:om  the  date 
specified  in  the  charter  party. 

There  are  circumstances  connecte<i  with  the  charter  of  the  Illinois 
and  occurrences  which  led  to  the  alleged  annulling  of  the  charter 
party  not  known  to  the  Department  at  the  date  of  your  dispatch  which 
I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  your  attention,  in  the  confident  hope  that  thft^ 



may  affuid  siiHicieut  grouutl  fur  a,  ret'onsideratiuii  of  tLe  action  of  the 
Departmeut,  aoil  Justify  au  ullowanco  of  pay  from  the  date  Bj^ecified 
ill  the  chattel'  jiarty. 
When  application  was  uiaAa  for  the  lllinniK  by  the  Department  she 

wua  mider  charter  to  tLe  War  Departmeut  as  a  dispatch  vessel. 
Although  at  somewhat  less  per  diem  pay,  this  iterviee  was  less  haz- 

ardous to  the  ship  and  tlie  ship's  company  thaii  the  present.  The 
release  from  that  contract  was  ubtaitiud  by  the  Xa\'y  Department,  ami 
she  was  speedily  dispatched  to  Fortress  Monroe,  nuder  the  charter  of 
March  17. 

At  the  time  of  sailing  her  ofBcers  and  creir,  except  Captain  Barton, 
wore  not  informed  of  the  actual  puriiose  of  the  charter,  because  at  that 
time  it  was  nut  thought  e<c|ie(Iieiit  to  disclose  it.  In  fact,  I  considered 
myself  precluded  by  injnnctions  from  a  high  quarter  from  divulging  it 
to  anyone  except  the  captain.  13ut  to  guard  against  the  refusal  by  any 
of  the  ship's  company  to  serve  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  at  faer 
place  of  destination,  the  charter  party  provided  that  the  Department 

should  be  allowed  "the  right  to  put  on  board  any  officers  and  men  to 
take  the  place  of  any  ofBcers  or  crew  who  shouKl  refuse  to  go  under 

Are."  This  provision  of  the  chai-ter  party  was  relied  upon  as  a  resonrcei 
shoald  any  of  the  ofilcers  or  crew  refuse  to  serve  when  informed  of  the 
object  of  the  charter. 

At^ompanying  this  are  the  depositions  of  Captain  Barton  and  Purser 
Ifobertt*,  fltatiiig  the  occurrencea  from  the  time  of  shipping  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  fllinoia  in  New  York  to  her  arrival  in  Haniptoii  Uoads 
on  the  18th  March,  atid  to  her  return  to  New  York  on  the  24th  of  that 
month,  together  with  all  the  corresiiondeuce  between  Flag-Oftlcer 
Goldsborough  and  Captain  Barton;  by  which  it  will  be  seen  tbat 
Captain  Barton,  in  his  letter  of  the  20th  March,  informed  Commodore 
Goldsborongh  that  live  of  the  officers  of  his  ship,  viz,  the  captain,  first 
mate,  first  engineer,  purser,  and  steward,  had  determined  to  remain  on 
boanl.  This  letter  had  not  been  received  at  the  Department  at  the 
date  of  your  di8pat<;h  of  the  a4th  March. 

It  will  be  8een  alio  that  i'a|)t:iin  Barton  and  Purser  Roberts  exerted 
themselves  to  iuilnce  the  crew  to  remain,  and  did  prevail  upon  twelve, 
in  addition  to  the  live  already  meiitionetl,  to  continue  on  board. 

The  8ubse((ueut  difTereuce  of  views  was  no  doubt  the  result  of  mutual 
misunderstanding. 

Captain  Poor  having  taken  command  of  the  ship,  Captain  Barton,  in 
his  tender  of  the  ship  to  the  Hag  officer,  aupiwsed  ho  was  acting  in 
obedience  to  the  conditions  of  the  iliaiter  party,  and  after  his  avowed 
detei'minatiiin  to  remain  on  board  the  ship  and  aid  in  running  down  the 
Merrimack,  and  after  the  oll'orts  he  had  made  to  secure  the  services  of his  officers  and  men,  I  am  unwilling  to  suspect  him  of  any  intention  to 
prevent  the  ship  from  carrying  out  the  object  of  the  Department. 

Captain  Barton  is  a  loyal  citizen  of  worth  and  of  well-known  rectitade, 
and  has  been  upward  of  twciity  years  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Moses  Tay- 

lor, a  gentleman  of  the  highest  character,  and  one  of  the  most  extensive 
and  honorable  shipping  merchaiits  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He  sup- 

posed, as  I  snppoBipd,  that  on  the  refusal  of  any  of  the  officers  and  men 
lo  serve,  their  places  would  be  supplied  by  the  llagofiicer,  or  by  any 
officer  of  the  Navy  that  should  be  placed  in  command  of  the  ship,  and 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  tender  tho  shi])  to  the  Goverumeut.  But  lie  was 
wholly  without  authority  to  annul  the  charter  party;  and  had  uot  the 
(•ourse  of  the  tiagofficer  been  approved  by  the  T*epartment,  I  should 
doubt  his  ]K>wer  to  accept  an  unauthorized  abrogation  of  the  charter. 
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I  ought,  perhaps,  not  to  omit  to  add  that  the  difficulties  of  shipping 
a  crew  for  the  return  of  the  Illinois  to  Fortress  Monroe  were  considera- 

bly aggravated  by  the  arrival  of  the  crew  of  the  Arago,  who,  having 
quit  their  ship,  returned  to  New  York,  and  prevailed  upon  the  fresh 
crew  of  the  Illinois  to  refuse  to  serve,  and  nearly  a  day  elapsed  before 
their  places  could  be  supplied. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Marshall  O.  Koberts. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Letter  from  Kanhall  0.  Boberte,  eiq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  giving  faU  details  relative 
to  the  duutering  of  the  steamihip  XUinois. 

New  York,  June  tf,  1S(>J2, 

Sir:  I  have  read  carefully  the  statement*  of  Mr.  Fox  in  reply  to  my 
letter  previously  addressed  to  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  charter 
of  the  steamship  Illinois^  and  regret  to  say  that  between  that  gentle- 

man and  myself  there  is  an  entire  misunderstanding  of  the  material 
facts  as  he  relates  them.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  my  under- 

standing at  the  time,  hoping  that  the  facts  may  be  found  to  justify  my 
conclusions. 

On  Saturday,  March  15,  Mr.  O.  S.  Halsted  called  at  my  office  to  say 
that  the  Government  wanted  to  hire  or  purchase  the  steamship  Illinois 
for  an  extra  hazardous  employment,  and  said  Mr.  Fox,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  was  then  in  the  city,  at  the  Astor  House,  sent 
by  the  President  for  that  purpose,  and  advised  me  to  see  him  at  once. 
1  stilted  to  him  that  the  Illinois  was  then  in  the  (lovernment  service, 
but  still  in  port.  At  Mr.  Halsted's  urgent  solicitation,  who  insisted 
that  the  business  of  the  Government  would  admit  of  no  delay,  I  went 
to  the  Astor  House,  found  Mr.  Fox  in  his  room,  and  informed  him  of 
my  earnest  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Department  in  every  way 
in  my  power,  and  expressed  the  desire  that  he  would  freely  command 
my  time. 

I  said,  "Do  you  wish  to  charter  or  purchase  steamships!"  He 
answered  by  asking,  "What  ships  are  here!"  I  replied,  "I  have  two, 
the  Illinois  and  Philadelphia^  and  know  of  no  others  except  the  Van- 
derbilt  and  Havre  lines.'^  He  answered, "  But  the  A  tlantic  will  be  back 
to-morrow."  1  said,  "  Do  you  want  the  Illinois  f  "  He  answered,  "  I  do 
not  know.  Is  she  not  already  in  the  service  of  the  War  Department!" 
I  replied,  "Yes,  but  perhaps  that  maybe  changed,  if  important."  But 
I  could  get  no  answer  from  Mr.  Fox  to  show  the  least  possible  desire 
to  employ  the  ship. 
On  leaving  Mr.  Fox's  room,  he  followed  me  out  to  the  hall  of  the 

Astor  House  (his  room  being  on  the  same  tloor  with  the  hall  nnd  office). 
Still  hoping  he  might  suggest  to  me  some  mode  of  serving  my  Govern- 
meut,  I  walked  with  him  more  than  ten  minutes  up  and  down  the  hall, 
but  got  nothing  from  him  beyond  the  remark  that  he  was  then  going 
up  the  river  to  West  Point,  and  expected  to  return  to  Washington  on 
Sunday  afternoon.  On  Sunday  morning,  lOth,  a  messenger  called  at 
my  house,  saying  the  quartermaster  wished  to  see  me  at  his  office,  upon 

'  Not  found. 
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York. 

On  reading  the  above  letter,  I  was  at  a  \qsh  to  know  wlint  ta  do;  tH 
IltinoiM  being  transferred  to  tlie  Navy  Department,  not  (liscliarged,  aj^ 
wns  the  nsnal  mode  of  prueedme.  1  fold  ('aiitQin  StJuson  that  I  was 
groatly  eiiibarraHsed,  but  was  ready  to  take  any  course  that  would  fiuuli- 
tate  tlie  object  of  the  Navy  Deimrtinent.  He  said,  "  Have  you  not  seen 
Mr,  Fox  t"  I  replied,  "Yes,  for  sometime  yesterday,  but  be  told  me  he 
was  going  up  tlie  river,  and  did  not  appeiir  to  waut  the  Illinois  for  his 

Department  for  any  purpose  whatever,  although  he  did  not  say  so." 
Captain  StiuRoneaid,  "Get  tlie ///iHois  ready  for  sea;  I  know  they  want 
her,"  Not  willing  to  take  so  much  responsibility,  I  called  and  con- 

sulted my  friend  Moses  Taylor,  who  advised  me  to  get  the  ship  ready, 
and  in  the  absence  of  her  regular  captniu,  said  he  would  authorize 
Captain  Barton,  who  hivd  been  in  bis  employ  for  a  fjuarter  of  a  century, 
to  take  her  to  sea. 

Mr.  Taylor  and  myself,  notwithstanding  it  was  Snnday.  proeecded  at 
once  to  the  ship  to  get  her  ready  for  service,  without  regard  to  expense 

or  liilior.  Fagged  and  tirud,  I  reached  my  house  at  nearly  4  o'clock 
p.  m,  and  learned  for  the  first  time  that  Mr.  Vox  had  been  there  twice 
and  would  return.  In  five  minutes  he  was  announced,  and  I  met  him  in 
my  library.  Then  for  the  first  time  he  said  he  wanted  the  JUinnit  for 
immediate  service,  and  asked  if  she  was  ready  for  aea,  and  if  she  could 
leave  early  the  next  morning.  I  answered  Ihat  she  was  ready,  and 
could  sail  at  the  time  named.  He  then  said,  "  1  will  take  her  at  the 
same  rate  of  compensation  paid  by  the  quartermaster."  This,  you  are 
aware,  was  tl,;iO()  i>er  day,  as  dispatch  vessel,  with  no  more  than  the 
ordinary  risk.  I  answered  that  the  service  was  different,  much  more 
baxardousand  costly,  and  worth  more  money  than  that.  He  said  he 
would  give  no  more  and  left  the  room,  proceeding  down  the  stairs,  fol- 

lowed by  myself.  At  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  I  said,  '■  You  have  suc- 
ceeded in  procnring  the  ship's  discbarge  from  the  service  of  the  War 

Department,  and  as  you  do  not  want  her,  1  will  go  down  and  inform 
the  people  on  board  and  discharge  the  crew,  but  regret  to  do  it,  not 
only  because  I  have  been  put  to  exi^ense  and  some  trouble  to  get  her 
in  n-adiness  for  this  duty,  but  because  I  wish  to  do  the  Government 
any  service  in  my  power,"  He  replied,  "  1  will  give  you  the  same  price 
paid  for  the  Arago,  41,300  per  day,"  I  agreed  tfl  this  proposition, 
although  the  lUinoif  was  a  better  conditioned  ship  and  more  expensive 
to  run, 

1  state  these  particulars  because  it  may  be  inferred  from  ]^Ir.  Fox's 

statement  that  the  difl'erence  in  compensation  between  the  two  Depart- 
ments was  greater.  I  then  said,  "Mr.  Po.\,  I  understand  the  purpose 

for  which  yon  intend  to  use  the  ship,  and  I  think  her  perfectly  compe- 
tent to  run  down  the  Merrimack,  out,"  said  I,  "suppose  any  of  the 

crew  should  refnse  tii  go  under  fire."  He  answered,  "  That  is  all  pro- 
~  '  led  for  in  the  contract,  which  you  will  obtain  from  Sir.  Isaac  Bell, 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADINa  SQUADRON.        163 

and  let  your  own  copy  correspond  with  that,  but  let  the  Illinois  leave 
early  to-morrow  morning.  The  Arago  can  not  be  got  ready  for  several 
days,  as  tliey  have  some  repairs  to  make  to  her  boilers." 

1  called  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Bell  and  obtained  a  copy  of  the  contract, 
and  en(iuired  if  anything  had  been  said  to  him  about  the  service  to  be 
rendered  by  the  Illinois  or  the  Arago,  He  replied,  ''Not  one  word." 
Having  received  my  information  on  that  subject  from  Mr.  Halsted  in 
contidence,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  mention  it  to  anyone  except  Cap- 

tain Barton.  My  son,  a  lad  of  18,  who  desired  to  go  out  in  the  shij),  was 
not  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  voyage.  Had  I  stated  it  to  the  crew 
of  the  Illinois^  many  of  them  probably  would  not  have  gone  out  in  the 
ship,  and  she  w-ould  have  been  delayed  over  the  day  named,  and  as  1 
sujiposed  an^Tsuch  contingency  was  provided  for  by  the  arrangement 
with  the  Department  1  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  disclose  it,  especially 
as  its  publicity  might  do  mischief  in  other  respects. 

The  contract  distinctly  covered  all  the  points.  The  Assistant  Secre- 
tary will  not  deny  that  this  is  the  contract  under  which  the  Illinois 

sailed,  and  I  most  respectfully  refer  the  honorable  Secretary  to  it,  on 
iile  in  the  Department. 

If  it  was  expected  the  crew  would  be  shipped  expressly  to  run  down 
the  Merrimack^  why  provide  in  the  charter  for  the  emeigency  of  their 
refusing,  on  reaching  their  destination,  to  go  under  fire! 

The  charter  party  provides  for  precisely  the  emergency  which  hap- 
pened, showing,  in  the  opinion  of  both  parties,  that  it  was  likely  to 

occur  under  the  circumstances.  The  men  were  shipped  without  know- 
ing that  the  ship  was  to  go  under  fire,  and  it  was  in  the  contempla- 

tion of  both  parties  that  more  or  less  of  them,  when  they  should 
ascertain  this,  would  refuse  to  serve;  and  in  that  event  the  Govern- 

ment, not  the  undersigned,  was  to  supply  the  deficiency.  That  it  was 
so  understood  will  be  apparent  by  the  fact  that  the  fiagofticer  sent  on 
board  several  men,  besides  Commander  Poor,  who  immediately  called 
up  the  ship's  company  and  announced  not  oidy  the  purpose  of  the  ship, but  that  he  was  in  command. 

Mr.  Fox  argues  his  case  with  all  the  skill  and  zeal  of  an  advocate. 
In  order  to  show  that  1  could  not  have  been  restrained  from  avowing 

the  object  of  the  charter  of  the  Illinois  and  thus  shipping  a  crew 
expressly  for  that  pur])Ose  by  any  consideration  of  the  confidential 
nature  of  the  service,  or  by  any  injunction  of  secrecy,  he  asserts  at 
three  different  times  (on  pages  2,  4,  and  9)  that  I  stated  in  the  inter- 

view at  my  house,  before  making  the  contract,  ̂ Hhat  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  inform  the  people  on  board  of  the  service  ex])ected  from 

them,  as  they  might  object  to  going  in  the  vessel  on  such  duty.''  Had 
1  said  this,  and  then  omitted  to  inform  them,  I  might  think  myself  as 
delinquent,  as  Mr.  Fox  charges  me  with  being.  But  no  such  intimation 
wiis  made,  or  any  such  thought  entertained  for  a  moment  by  me.  All 
that  transpired  in  the  two  interviews  between  us  is  as  stated  above. 

As  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  15th  of  April,  I  felt  myself  precluded 
irom  disclosing  the  nature  of  the  service  by  the  intimation  through  Mr. 
Halsted,  as  I  then  supposed  from  a  high  official  source.  But  had  no 
such  intimation  been  made,  the  urgency  of  the  service,  the  late  hour 
(Sunday  afternoon,  and  the  sailing  hour  next  morning),  and  the  belief 
that  the  provision  in  the  charter  that  the  place  of  anyone  refusing  to 
"  go  under  fire"  could  be  supplied  by  the  fiag  officer,  would  probably 
have  deterred  me  from  raising  the  (juestion  at  that  time.  I  can  only 
explain  the  discrepancy  by  assuming  that  Mr.  Fox  has  inadvertently 



coufnumled  my  reniiirk — when  1  supposed  hia  intention  was  not  to  clia_ 
ter  tlio  sliip.  alter  iiuving  witlnlrawii  lior  from  tlie  War  Depart meiit-i^ 

tliiit  I  mii-t"iiil'orm  tlie  hUip'h  peoj)!*)  on  board  auddjucliarge  tltemen" witli  tlie  nnreiil  [teclaratian  which  lie  puts  in  my  montli. 
U|iuu  a  review  of  the  entire  cuao  I  liave  no  fault  to  Hud  ivitli  myself, 

l>ut  I  greatly  regret  that  there  should  be  any  misunderstuuding  ivit 
Mr.l-'os. 

Nor  can  I  ooneider  myself  responsible  for  the  occurrences  atFoi 
Monroe,  nor  for  the  surrender  of  the  charter  by  Captain  Barton,  or  ti 
net'optance  of  snch  surrender  by  Commodore  Goldsboroiigh,  or  than 
iiii^ht  til  be  subjected  to  all  its  conseipieuces. 

Wliilf,  therefore,  I  make  no  claim  for  the  ship's  service  fi'om  the  d 
thii  charter  was  annulled  by  the  unauthorized  act  of  Captain  ttarton  (3S 
March)  to  the  date  of  the  second  charter  (28th  of  that  month),  I  am 
not  but  think  that  the  first  charter  should  be  held  to  be  in  operation 
during  the  time  the  whip  was  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Navy  Depart- 

ment, viz,  from  the  17th  to  the  'J.2d  March. 
I  beg  leave,  also,  in  couclasion  to  say  that  the  price  fixed  for  the  service 

of  the  steamship  J/Ifnot»  is  less  reniuiieriitive  thau  any  other  commercial 
employment  iuTolving  the  same  amount  of  capital  invested,  and  1  here 

'ktclare  that  I  would  not  for  the  whole  of  it  have  a  personal  difScul^ tth  the  Navy  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  oiieiliout  scnant, 

Mausuall  O.  ltoiiiiBra.J 
Bon.  (iiDKON  Welles, 

flem-tari/  uf  fht-  Xavy. 

BlTKD  States  of  Ameetca, 
Southern  IHntrUit  of  Jfeir  York,  n. 

Dn  this  twelfth  day  of  June,  A.  !>.  1802,  before  me,  (reorgoW.Mortfl 
bited  States  Commissioner,  per.sonally  appeared  Maishull  ( >.  Itobertll 

0  me  pcrsoually  known,  who,  being  by  mo  duly  sworn,  did  depose  am 
say  tliut  he  had  repd  the  foregoing  iitatemeut  of  facta,  and  8ub8(^ribed 
the  same,  and  that  the  same  wei-e  trne. 

iln  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto
  aubscribed  my  name  and  affix

ed 
f  Real  of  office  the  day  and  year  last  above  written. 
[SEAL.]

  
Geo.  W.  Morton, 

U,  S.  CommisHioner,  ] 

Sir 

irl  of  Flag  (tffii-rr    noltUboroiigli,    U.  S.  yary,  regarding  the  moM 
u'titK  v/ the  f'.  iS'.  itcamerii  AlliatroHH  and  Marblehead. 

v.  S.  Flagship  MrawKsoTA, 

Hampton  Hondg,  Mrginia,  March  L'3,  1Sf!3.  ' 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform   ihe  Department  that  the  U.  H.  I 

Alhnlros'.  having  Unislied  her  i-epairs  in  Baltimore,  left  these  roails  f<M 

blockading  duty  nil'  Hciiufort,  N.  C.  this  morning;  also  tliat  the  U.  S.  V 
'Tfirbtelwad  arrived  here  this  morning. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
I,.    M.   GllLDSBOROUGn, 

Flaij-OjficeF,  Vomdg.  North  Atlantic  Htockading  iHquadroTi.  3 
Hon.  GtUEfiN  Welles, 

Secretary  v/lhn  Xaiy,  Wimiiingtiin. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Goldshorough,  U.  S,  Navy^  regarding  Confederate 
vessels  under  construction, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  EoadSy  Virginia,  March  ̂ .7,  18(jJ2. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  21st  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  I  have  no  direct  information  which  leads  me  dis- 

tinctly to  understand  that  the  enemy  is  preparing  the  iron  cased  boats 
mentioned  by  General  Manstield. 

Several  months  since  he  advertised  for  proposals  to  build  six,  and  it 
is  not  at  all  unlikely  therefore  that  he  is  now  actually  engaged  in  pre- 

paring several. 
Of  the  six  gunboats  building  at  Norfolk,  I  am  induced  to  believe 

that  two  of  them  are  very  much  larger  than  the  rest;  have  a  beam  of 
40  feet. 

I  am,  very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
li.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  Xorth  AHantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C, 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S,  Kavy,  regarding  the  refusal 
of  the  crew  of  the  chartered  steamer  Arago  to  serve  in  ramming  the 
C.  S,  S.  VirgifUa  {Merrimack),  the  arrival  of  the  steamship  Vanderbilt 
in  Hampton  Roads  j  and  his  proposed  method  of  attacking  the  Merrimack. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  23,  1862, 

SiB:  The  captain  of  the  Arago  informs  me  this  morning  that  in  con- 
sequence of  a  visit  yesterday  of  the  engineers  of  the  Illinois  while  he 

was  absent  on  board  this  ship  engaged  with  me,  his  own  engineers, 
except  the  head  one,  all  called  upon  him  this  morning  and  protested 
their  unwillingness  to  serve  in  running  the  Merrhnack  down,  and  that 
the  firemen  and  crew  go  with  them  in  this  unmanly  determination. 

The  reason  they  assign  for  their  course  is  that  they  were  not  informed 
at  New  York  of  the  purpose  the  vessel  was  intended  to  subserve.  The 
captain  himself  and  his  otUcers  are  all  well  disposed.  Ue  will  dispatch 
his  purser  this  afternoon  for  New  York  to  get,  if  possible,  volunteer 
engineers  and  firemen,  and  then,  he  tliinks,  his  crew  will  not  refuse  to 
serve. 

Unfortunately  his  chief  engineer,  who,  I  am  told,  is  a  first-rate  man, 
and  exercises  great  control  over  all  under  him  on  board,  was  lelt  at 
New  York  to  rejoin  the  vessel  here.  He  is  still  absent.  The  captain 
relies  greatly  upon  him  to  get  another  crew  of  engineers  and  firemen, 
and  hence  his  reason  for  sending  off  the  purser. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.    iM.   GOLDSBOROIHJH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D,  C, 

P.  S. — If  the  purser  succeeds  in  getting  the  engineers  and  firemen  I 
can  put  enough  of  the  other  men  on  board  in  case  those  now  there 
should  Btill  persist  in  refusing  to  undertake  the  task  assigned. 

Should  the  Merrimack  appear  during  the  abaeuc^ot  \^^  v^'^^^'^^'^^ 
captain  assures  me  that  be  wiU,  drspite  of  all  \mm\^3i%u^^^ol\i\^A£k»^<^ 
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obey  my  orders  mid  ruu  her  down,  but  this  intention  he  will  not  divulge, 
lie  strikes  lue  very  favorably,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  do  as  he 
says. 
The  VanderhUt  has  just  arrived  here  under  charter  or  authority  of 

the  War  Department.    A  fine  spirit  prevails  on  board  of  her  throughout. 
I  am  not  at  all  ap])reliensive  about  the  Merrimack^M  escape.  My 

plans  are  all  fully  digested  an*!  I  am  morally  sure  of  success  in  her 
capture  or  destruction  if  1  can  only  get  my  vessels  fairly  at  her.  The 
momentum  of  a  vessel  weighing  only  l,i)UO  tons,  with  a  speed  of  but 
10  knots  per  hour,  is  1<K)  tons  greater  than  that  of  a  shot  weighing  2(K) 
pounds  and  impelled  with  a  velocity  of  1,001)  feet  i)er  second. 

Hut  a  shij)  like  the  Vandvrhilt^  for  instance,  weighs  quit«  5,000  tons, 
and  can  easily  be  worked  up  to  15  knots  jht  hour;  hence  her  momen- 

tum can  be  made  to  exceed  that  of  the  shot  Just  mentioned  by  consid- 
erably more  than  a  thousandfold.  The  Merrimack  couhl  not  possibly 

resist  such  a  blow  for  ji  moment,  nor  indeed,  as  I  believe,  tlie  ti^nth 

])art  (»t*  it.  Kunning  her  down  is  the  only  wa}-  to  insure  her  capture or  destruction;  and,  furthermore,  it  is  by  Wit  the  safest  course  to  be 
ado])tcd.  JShouhl  she  go  to  Newport  News,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
follow  her  there,  but  the  nioment  she  comes  down  toward  these  roads 
and  gets  where  my  vessels  can  act  without  grounding  we  shall  all  be 
at  her.  Any  attack  of  hers  uiM)n  New]»ort  News  would  amount  to 
nothing,  for  cmr  men  there  could  easily  retire  beyond  reach  of  her 
shells.     Indeetl,  the  ])liwe  itself  is  but  of  little  consequence  to  ns. 

Were  the  Merrimack  to  escape  beyond  these  roads,  she  would  in  all 
l)robability  go  at  once  to  York  Kiver,  and  thus  derange  entirely  our 
conten) plated  attack  upon  Kichmond.     As  a  matter  of  course,  I  keep 

all  these  considerations  J'ully  in  view. Most  respectfully, 
L.  M.  (loij)sn()RoiT(;u, 

Flat/-  Oj^ccr, 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flay- Officer  GoUUhoronyh^  l\8. 
Nary^  transmlttiny  wformatioii  of  the  arriral  at  llermuda,.  Went  Indies^ 
of  the  blockade  runner  Economist. 

Navy  Dkpartmknt,  March  ̂ 7,  ISG:2, 
Sir:  The  Department  herewith  transmits  and  directs  your  special 

attention  to  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  dated  the  oth  instant,  receive*  1  by 
the  Se(tretary  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Bermuda,  reporting 
the  arrival  there  from  Kngland  of  the  steamer  Fjconomint,  The  sus- 
incions  character  of  this  steamer  has  been  fret |Uently  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  blockatling  squadrons,  and  the  indications  are  that  she 

will  attenq)t  to  run  into  some  one  of  the  blockaded  ports.  \'igilance should  be  exercised. 
1  am,  res])ectfully,  etc., 

(iii)KON  AVkm.ks. 

Flag-Ollicer  L.  M.  (Ioldsborough, 
Comdy.  North  Atlantic  lilockadiny  Squadron^  Hampton  Ixoadn, 

[KncloMurv.J 

OONSULATK   (IF   THK   UnITKD   STATES   OF  AMERICA, 

liermuda,  March  .-7,  lSflJL\ 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  British  screw  steamer 

Economist^  having  on  board  a  full  cargo  and  the  lirst  lieutenant  of  the 
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Soathern  steamer  Nashville  and  two  pilots  belonging  to  the  Southern 
States,  arrived  at  tiiese  islands  on  the  28th  ultimo,  having  cleared  at 
London  on  the  29th  of  January  last  for  Melbourne.  She  is  owned,  as 
Iter  register,  by  Eichard  G.  Brisberg,  of  Liverpool,  is  472  tons  burden, 
is  bark  rigged,  and  draws  10  feet  of  water.  She  is  a  long,  narrow 
steamer,  with  no  topmasts  or  spars,  and  reported  very  fast.  She  came 
here  to  replenish  her  coal,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  intended  to  leave  at 
once  after  doing  so,  but  the  late  news  from  the  Southern  States  seems 
to  have  disarranged  their  plans,  and  at  present  they  seem  undecided 
what  to  do.  1  am  unable  to  learn  anything  reliable  in  regard  to  her 
cargo. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 
C.  M.  Allen,  Consul. 

Secretabt  of  State, 
Wa^hingionj  J).  C. 

Report  of  F I  Off 'Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U.  8.  Navy^  fequestimj  the  presence 
of  Jive  mortar  vessels  off  Beaufort^  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginiay  March  24^  1862. 

Sir:  Commander  Bowan  writes  me  under  date  of  the  19tli  instant 
earnestly  reciuestiug  that,  if  possible,  five  mortar  vessels  may  be  sent 

ofl'  Fort  Macon  to  be  in  readiness  to  open  on  the  fort  as  soon  as  the army  will  open  upon  it  with  its  mortar  battery  on  the  land  side. 
The  Nashville,  he  states,  was  still  at  Beaufort,  anchored  under  the 

fort,  on  the  inner  face  of  it. 
If  the  Department  has  any  mortar  vessels  near  at  hand  that  can  be 

spared  for  the  service  in  view,  it  would  be  well,  I  think,  to  send  them 
off  Beaufort.  I  am  in  hopes  that  both  Beaufort  and  Fort  Macon  will 
fall  into  our  possession  at  an  early  moment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
borough^  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  available  force  for  cooperation  with  the 
movements  of  t)\e  army. 

Navy  Department,  March  24, 1862. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  General  [J.  G.]  Barnard  has  informed  you  of  the  plan 

of  operations  and  the  desire  the  army  has  to  have  you  strike  a  blow  for 
them.  I  told  the  President  that  it  must  be  left  entirely  to  your  judg- 

ment, bearing  in  mind  that  your  first  duty  was  to  take  care  of  the 
Merrimack.  He  agrees  to  that.  At  the  same  time  I  do  not  like  to  have 
the  Army  say  that  the  Navy  could  not  help  them,  so  we  are  ordering 
everything  we  can  raise  to  report  to  you. 

The  Bebago  and  Maratanza  (similar  to  the  Octorara)  will  probably  be 
in  time^  00  wiU  the  Galena,  ironclad  vessel,  and  you  can  probably  brlu^ 
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,lck  Botne  of  the  North  Carolina  fleet,  tboagli  tlipy  Hinonnt  to  v«j 
(tie.  Tlie  JMirnee  is  ordered  up  from  Dn  I'oiit's  squatlrou.  Tbe  e 

^fflif rcnrp  was  ordered  into  the  Potomac;  in  my  nbstince  yon  fan  waJ 
what  use  you  wish  of  her.  Please  aend  back  the  yard  boats  and 
Potomac  Flotilla  era.  as  fast  as  you  can,  as  they  are  much  required 
lierp.  If  Biiniside  gets  to  lieanfort,  atid  tlie  NoKhi'llle  is  destroyed.  1 
,incy  one  sailing  vessel  will  be  enough  off  that  port;  so,  alto^etlici'. 
ton  will  have  considerable  of  a  force,  such  as  they  are,  beluro  the 
imy  is  ready.     If  it  is  not  enough,  1  will  take  care  to  e\i)lHiu  it;  but, 

  Fyou  can,  I  slioald  like  to  see  yon  knock  down  the  town  for  them. 
They  consider  it  as  aaving  several  months  in  the  campaign.  VVe  want 
the  Ovtontra  to  go  south  aft«r  this  matter  and  the  Mtrrimarl,-  is 
decided.  Thepi'Oijelleraud  mail  she  has  better  go  by  the  lihodc  Island. 
We  will  send  yon  the  Maratanza  and  Sclmgo  probably  without  com- 

manders, or  at  least  one  of  them,  and  you  mnat  give  them  to  your  host 
men,  keeping  in  view  seniority  if  it  [Kissessea  merit',  not  without. 

The  President  has  sent  you  the  Vanderlnlt.  Are  you  in  want  of  any 

moi-e  for  rams!  Thoy  charge  #y,(H)0  per  day  for  those  sound  boats. 
The  lioiiHoke  is  to  ha  ironclad.  Can  not  yiin  spare  StimersI  We  want 
him  here  for  one  of  the  board  on  ironclad  vessels.  We  shall  have  a 
doKen  moriitorMimx)rovedand  currying  two  loinch  guns.  Is  Buchanan 
deadf  I  think  the  Mtrrlniack  is  abilliug  her  battery.  Has  she  been 
ill  the  dockt  Could  one  of  these  Potomac  fishing  nets  be  sunk  across 
the  channelf  Prize  money  for  tleet  captains  is  iised  as  agreed  uik>d 
when  yon  were  bore. 

Most  truly,  yours, (}.  V.  Fox.^ 

f  riag-Offlcer  li.  M.  GoLDsnoRouGn. 

ttepitrl  •>/  Finn- Officer    Goldsboroutih,   U.  9,  ̂ avy,  refiardinij  the  mot 
ments  of  United  States  veg»eh, 

U.  S.  FLAGSirip  MiNNKaoTA, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virffinia^  March  35, 18SA  1 

_.   Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  iiiform   the  Department  that  the  I'.  H.  f 
Vaviltridjie  arrived  here  this  moniiug  from  off  Heanfort,  N.  C,  wi" 
disj>atclie8 ;  also  the  U.  S.  S.  Yoant;  liotvr  from  off  the  mouth  of  t 
Hit  ppa  ban  nock,  for  supplies. 

I  have  this  morning  sent  the  Victoria  to  that  blockaxling  statioifl 
fith  direictioua  to  return  as  soon  as  relieved  by  the  Yoiniff  Korer.  whiof 
^1  be  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M,  GnLDHBOuni'tJD 

Flaff-Officcr,  Comdg.  North  Aflaittic  ISlovkading  .'Squadron,  j 
I'Bon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seorclary  of  the  Nary. 

h 

Mer  of  Fiag-Officer  Ooldaborough,  U.  8.  Navt/,  to  Lieutenant  Braint 

>  V.  S.  Nav^y,  txiwmanditig  V.  S.  m.  Montioello,  to  proceed  irith  that  v  ' I  Hi  to  duty  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
XT.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  3S,  1862.  j 
Bir:  I  wish  you  to  get  (at  Ualtimore  from  the  receiving  ship  avJl 

aavy  agent)  together  everything  in  the  way  of  provisions,  clothins 
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stores,  coal,  water,  etc.,  necessary  to  enable  you  to  return  to  your 
station  off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  without  any  delay  here  whatever,  except 
it  may  be  for  a  deficiency  of  your  ordnance  stores,  absolutely  neces- 

sary to  be  made  good.  It  is  very  important  that  you  should  go  to  Wil- 
mington at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Direct  your  especial  attention  to  the  enclosed  extracts  from  the  for- 
eign correspondence  of  Government,  relative  to  the  fitting  out  of  ves- 
sels abroad  to  violate  this  blockade.  The  latest  of  these  extracts, 

several  copies  of  which  are  enclosed,  you  will  cause  to  be  distributed 
among  the  vessels  off  Wilmington  blockading. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GoLDSBOROuan, 

Flag- Officer,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine, 

'  U.  S.  8.  MonticellOj  Baltimore, 

Letter  from  the  captain  of  the  chartered  steamer  Arago  to  Flag- Officer 
Ooldshorough,  U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  the  refusal  of  his  crew  to  serve  in 
ramming  the  Merrimack^  and  requesting  to  he  furnished  tvith  a  crew  for 
his  vessel, 

U.  S.  Chartered  Steamship  Abago, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virgifiia,  March  25, 1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  exceedingly  the  necessity  that  compels  me  to  apply  to 
you  tor  a  supply  of  officers  and  men  to  make  this  ship  at  all  serviceable 
to  the  Government. 

Since  my  announcement  to  the  men  that  this  ship  was  to  be  used  as 
a  ram  against  the  rebel  fioating  battery  Merrimack,  a  panic  has  seized 
the  crew  and  most  of  the  officers  and  men  refused  duty.  In  the  engine 
department  all  refused  with  the  single  exception  of  the  chief  engineer. 
In  the  sailing  department  my  chief  officer  is  sick  with  Chagres  fever 
and  must  be  sent  home,  and  the  other  officers  and  fourteen  seamen 
refuse  to  serve  any  longer  on  board.  I  am  therefore  compelled  to 
flpply  to  you  for  at  leasts  engineers,  12  firemen,  and  12  coal  passers,  4 
deck  officers  and  12  seamen,  until  I  can  procure  from  New  York  or 
elsewhere  other  men  to  fill  the  positions  vacated  by  those  who  have 
determined  to  leave  this  ship  before  4  o'clock  p.  m.  this  day. 

Again  regretting  the  necessity  of  making  this  application,  I  remain, 
sir,  yours,  obediently, 

Henry  A.  Gadsden, 
Commander. 

Commodore  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Flag- Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8<piadron, 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Greene,  U,  8,  Navy,  to 
furnish  a  statement  regarding  the  qualities  of  the  U,  8,  8,  Monitor  as  a 
sea  boat 

Navy  Department,  March  25, 1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  state  to  the  Department  your  opinion  of  the 

qualities  of  flie  Monitor  as  a  sea  boat;  also  the  impressions  regardiu^ 
her  in  this  respect  of  other  ex])erienced  men  ouboatOi    T\i^ivs^^"©X.^\3L^ 



170       NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

most  niiiuite  )>articnlars  respecting  her  motions,  buoyancy,  etc,  in 
sea  way,  are  desired. 

i  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  S.  D.  (iREENE, 
r^  S,  S,  Monitor^  Hampton  RoadHy 

ReiHprt  of  Lieuiemmt  Greene,  U.  i^.  Xary,  regarding  the  seagai^ig  qualities 
of  tft€  U.  S,  IS.  Slonitor. 

U.  S.  S.  Monitor, 
llampton  RoadSy  March  27^  1862. 

Siu:  1  rec^eived  to-day  your  communication  of  the  25th  instant.  I 
do  not  consider  tiiis  steamer  a  seagoing  vessel.  During  her  passage 
from  New  Vork  her  roll  was  very  easy  and  slow,  and  not  at  all  deep. 
Slie  pitched  very  little,  and  with  no  strain  whatever.  She  is  buoyant, 
but  not  very  lively.  The  inconveniences  we  experienced  can  be  easily 
remedied. 

lint  slie  has  not  the  steam  power  to  go  against  a  head  wind  or  sea, 
and  I  think  it  very  doubtful  if  slie  could  go  from  here  to  Delaware  Bay 
by  Iicrself,  as  she  would  be  unable  to  make  headway  against  a  sea;  she 
would  not  steer  even  in  smooth  water,  and  going  slow  she  does  not 
mind  her  helm  readily. 

At  sea  she  would  l)e  unable  to  work  her  guns,  as  we  are  obliged  to 
keep  the  ])orts  <!losed  and  calked,  they  being  but  5  feet  above  water. 
For  smooth  water  operations,  such  as  she  was  engaged  in  on  the  9th 
instant,  I  think  her  a  most  desirable  vessel.  The  opinion  of  experi- 

enced seamen  on  board  is  the  same  as  my  own. 
1  am,  very  resiiecttfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  (tRkene, 
Lieutenant^  U.  S.  Nary, 

Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 
ISivrvtary  of  tliv  Nary,  Washington,  D,  C. 

TjetUrfrom  Flag- Officer  Gohlnhorongh,  U,  S,  Nary,  to  Comnuinder  Roxcanj 
l\  aS'.  Nary,  regarding  rumored  preparationft  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  the 
Uniied  /States  reatteltt  in  the  ifonnds  of  North  Carolina. 

II.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  2(1,  1802, 

Siu:  I  em'lose  you  lujrewith  a  letter*  Just  receiveil  from  (reneral 
Wool  in  relation  to  the  preparation  of  two  inmclad  gunboats  by  the 
enemy  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  our  vessels  in  the  sounds  of  North 
Carolina,  et*'.  The  report  may  be  true,  indeed  it  probably  is  true,  and 
hence  the  necessity  for  increased  vigilance  in  wat<!liing  the  Ourrituck" 
Canal  and  keeping  it  closed.  Momentum  is  a  powerful  element  to 
destroy  an  ironclad  vessel.  In  my  belief,  any  one  of  the  ferryboats  you 
have,  with  good  headway,  would  crush  any  ironchul  gunboat  the  enemy 
can  produce.     A  vessel  weighing  only  5(K)  tons,  and  going  at  10  knots 

"  Nut  1'oiiikI. 
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I)er  hoar,  would  have  a  momentum  80  times  greater  thau  that  of  a 
200-pound  ball  with  a  velocity  of  1,000  feet  per  second. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flng  Officer. 
Commander  Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Comdg,  U.  S,  Naval  Flotilla^  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Order  of  Commander  Roican^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Ren^haic, 
U.  S.  Navyy  to  proceed  to  guard  duty  in  the  Keuse  River, 

U.  S.  Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berncy  N.  C,  March  26,  1S62. 

SiE:  You  will  take  a  position  with  the  Barney  off  Sloeuni's  Creek  as 
an  outpost  to  prevent  small  craft  from  passing  down  the  river  without 
a  pass  signed  or  endorsed  by  me.  You  will  also  keep  a  good  lookout 
on  the  ileet  to  guard  against  plundering  on  their  part.  You  are  author- 

ized to  look  into  the  hold  of  any  sailing  vessel  leaving  here  that  you 
have  reason  to  suspect.  You  can  look  for  deserters  or  assign  any  other 
politic  reason  you  choose  for  your  visit,  the  object  of  which  will  be  to 
prevent  dishonest  people  from  carrying  off  property  that  has  been 
stolen  or  sold  without  authority. 

You  will  not  examine  the  steamer  of  General  Burnside. 
The  passes  1  may  sign  are  intended  to  cover  the  vessels  empty. 

When  any  goods  are  found  on  board,  such  as  you  may  have  reason  to 
suspect  have  been  stolen  or  obtained  without  leave  and  not  designated 
in  the  pass  signed  or  countersigned  by  me,  you  will  detain  the  vessel, 
large  or  small,  boat  or  canoe,  and  send  the  person  in  charge  to  me. 

I  want  you  to  combine  a  sound  discretion  in  the  performance  of  this 

duty  with  good  temper  and  tact  on  the  part  of*  your  subordinates. Very  respectfully, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U,  8,  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  North  Carolina, 
Acting  Lieutenant  K.  T.  Kenshaw, 

Commanding  U,  8,  8.  Commodore  Barney, 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  IJ,  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  of  the 
U,  8,  8,  l*atroon, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads j  Virginia^  March  ̂ 7,  186:!?. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Patroon  arrived  in  these  roads  yesterday. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer y  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8qua(dron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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[Telegram.] 
March  27, 1862. 

A  man  that  I  sent  to  the  Monitor  with  some  shot  is  just  back.  He 
says  that  two  contrabands  reported  that  the  Merrimack  had  6  feet  water 
in  her  hold  when  she  reached  the  navy  yard  after  the  conflict  with  the 
Monitor  J  and  that  her  own  puni])s  would  not  keep  her  free. 
Two  refugees  also  state  that  the  Merrimack  seems  to  have  completed 

her  rei)airs. 
J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
{Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Report  of  Lieutenant   Wei'den^    U.  8.  Navy^  transmitting  information 
regarding  the  cotistruction  of  Confederate  gunboats  at  Norfolk. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Stars  and  Stripes, 
PowelVs  Pointy  [N.  C],  March  27 j  1862. 

Sir:  Captain  Hopkins  came  here  this  morning  with  the  within  infor- 
mation from  the  enemy,  which  he  assures  me  is  perfectly  reliable.  I 

send  it  to  you  at  once,  that  you  may  advise  me  what  to  do.  The  Put- 
nam and  Geres  are  quite  used  up,  and  the  Lockicood  is  leaking  bo  badly 

that  it  is  with  difficulty  that  she  can  he  kept  afloat.  Can  you  not  send 
me  one  or  two  of  the  **  broad  honis  !" 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obe^lient  servant, 
R.  Werden. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  U,  8.  Naval  Forces,  Pamlico  8ound, 

[Enclosure.] 

Two  ironclad  gunboats  building  at  Norfolk  to  come  through  the  north 
channel.    One  of  them  is  nearly  ready  to  be  launched. 

The  troops  have  all  left  Elizabeth  City,  except  a  few  of  the  militia. 
The  inhabitants  of  Elizabeth  are  rapidly  coming  back  since  the 

departure  of  the  troops,  and  they  manifest  a  good  feeling  toward  our 
vessels. 

A  small  battery  is  being  built  near  the  mouth  of  the  north  canal. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Alfred  IIopkins, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  U,  8,  8.  Under  writer. 

Jjetfer  from  the  8eeretary  of  War  to  Major- General  Wool,  U.  8.  Army^ 
introducing  Mr,  Vanderhilty  and  in  relation  to  the  steamship  Vander- 
bilU 

War  Departaient, 
Washington^  D.  C,  March  27,  18G2. 

General:  Allow  me  to  introduce  to  you  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  esq., 
of  New  York,  and  commend  him  to  your  confidence  and  kind  atten- 
tion. 

On  Satunlay  last  you  were  informed  by  telegraph  from  this  Depart- 
ment that  the  steamship  Vanderbilt  had  been  given  to  the  Government 
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and  accepted  by  the  President  and  assigned  to  special  duty  to  guard 
tlie  transports  in  tbe  service  of  this  Department  and  to  aid  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Merrimack.  I  am  waiting  for  intelligence  from  you 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Vanderbiltj  as  requested  in  my  telegram,  and 
feared  something  had  delayed  her,  but  Mr.  Yanderbilt  informs  me  she 
arrived  on  Sunday.  I  hope  that  you  may  find  much  advantage  in  the 
use  of  the  VanderbilL 

I  have  also  detailed  the  Metamora,  the  fastest  vessel  that  could  be 
chartered,  to  run  as  a  packet  between  the  fortress  and  Cherrystone 
Point  and  guard  the  telegraphic  cable.  You  will  please  give  such  orders 
as  you  may  deem  proi)er  for  that  purpose. 

1  have  placed  the  Metamora  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Vanderbilt  while 
he  is  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Yours,  truly, 
Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Major-General  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Monroe, 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major-General  Wool,  U.  S.  Army,  in 
regard  to  the  steamship  Vanderbilt, 

War  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  ̂ 7,  18(iL>, 
General:  Mr.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary,  has  just  arrived,  and 

brings  me  your  note  of  the  24th,*  stating  that  you  had  turned  the  Van- 
derbilt over  to  Flag-Officer  (loldsborough.  This  disposition  of  the 

Vanderbilt  was  not  contemplated  by  my  instructions  to  you,  nor 
designed  as  the  mode  of  employing  that  vessel.  She  belongs  to  the 
War  Department,  and  is  to  act  exclusively  under  its  orders. 

You  will  therefore  take  measures  to  have  her  placed  immediately 
under  command  of  this  Department  and  relieved  from  duly  under  Flag- 
Officer  (roldsborough. 

Yours,  truly, 
Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Major-General  John  E.  Wool. 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U,  8,  Navy,  regarding  the  preparaliann  for 
attack  upon  Beaufort,  N,  C. 

U.  S.  S.  PHILADELnilA, 
Off  N etc  Berne,  N,  C,  March  x^s,  1S62. 

Sir  :  General  Parke  moved  from  here  to  Morehead  City  on  the  22d 
instant.  General  Burnside  paid  him  a  visit  there,  who  informs  me  that 
Parke  summoned  the  fort  to  surrender,  which  was  declined.  He  is 
now  erecting  mortar  batteries,  and  will  cross  to  the  seashore  with  a 
regiment  or  two  and  make  approaches  from  the  westward.  There  is  a 
difficulty  in  the  way  in  the  latter  movement;  water  has  to  be  crossed, 

*  Not  foand. 
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and  requires  onr  aid.  I  have  alreaily  iiifornied  you  that  I  was  ]>repar- 
iii^  such  force  as  the  depth  of  water  iu  the  sound  admits  of.  I  have 
recalled  the  EIUh  from  Albemarle  and  sent  the  Undericritir  to  take 
her  ])lace. 

This  vessel  and  the  little  (iranite  and  a  stern-wheel  steamer  that  I 
captured  here  will  constitute  the  naval  tleet.  The  general  wants  tlio 
stern-wheel  boat  for  the  j)urpose  of  carrying  troops  fix)m  Morehead 
City  to  the  neck  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  fort  for  the  purposti 
above  stated.  The  stern-whoel  boat  will  be  commanded  by  Lieuteoaut 
McOook,  who  is  to  pass  the  fort  in  her,  and  if  disabled  to  burn  her  and 
take  to  his  boats  and  join  Franklin  in  the  Ellis^  whom  1  shall  order  to 
keep  out  of  range  in  the  sound  until  the  army  opens  fire,  when  he  is  to 
do  all  he  can  with  his  rifled-banded  gun.  L  had  the  honor  t<o  suggest 
the  propriety  of  sending  live  of  our  mortar  vessels  to  cooperate. 

Any  suitable  vessels  that  you  can  spare  from  your  command  woald 
be  of  infinite  importance  to  the  general  besieging. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respe(jtfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

('onuhj,  U,  S.  Naral  Forces^  iSotmds  of  ̂ orth  Carolhia, 
Klag-Otlicer  L.  M.  (ioLDsnoiioriJii, 

Vomdij.  Xortli  Atlantic  Blovladhuf  SffHadron^  Hampton  RocuIh. 

Report  of  Commander  Roican,  l.\.S.  Xary^  refjardintj  the  neizure  of  two 
schooners  in  Pantetfo  Greek,  Xorth  Carolina, 

U.  S.  Fla(j-8teamer  Philadelphia, 
OfNeiC  Heme,  X.  C.  March  :.^S,  1862. 

Sir:  J  sent  Lieutenant  (.'ommanding(^uiwkcnbush  to  visit  tlie  Pungo and  seize  some  vessels  said  to  be  liauled  into  the  creek,  lie  returned 
yesterday,  bringing  with  him  two  schooners,  with  a  number  of  Northern 
women  and  two  men  who  claimed  his  protection. 

(leneral  Burnside  has  given  them  permission  to  occupy  houses  in 
town. 

1  have  the  honor  to  b(»,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, S.  0.  Rowan, 

Comdtj,  r.  S.  Xaral  Forces^  Sonnds  of  Xorth  Carolina, 
FlagOnicer  L.  M.  (ioLDsnouorcrH, 

Comdfj,  Xorth  Atlantic  lUockading  Sqnadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Report  of  Lieutenant   (Jnackenhufth,   U,  >S'.  Xary,  of  the  seiznre  of  the 
schooners  Albemarle  and  Lion  in  Rant^/fo  Creek,  Xorth  Carolina, 

r.  8.  S.  Delaware, 

Off  Xetr  Berne,  X.  C,  March  ̂ >.N,  1S6Ji\ 
Sin:  I  liave  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  the  following 

report : 
in  obedience  to  your  verbal  order,  on  the  'J5th  instant,  at  10:30  a.  m., 

weighed  anchor  and  protteeded  down  the  Neuse  Kiver,  arriving  oppo- 

site Wade's  Point,  l^amlico  Kiver,  at  7  p.  m.,  where  we  anchored  for the  night. 

The  following  morning,  at  5:30  o'clock,  weighed  anchor  and,  running 
in  close  to  Wade's  Point,  landed  M.  Kilbett,  pilot.  Returning,  we entered  the  mouth  of  the  Pnngo  Kiver  at  7  a.  m.  At  7:30  laid  to  and 

sent  a  boat  up  Juaran  [Jordan's?]  Creek  for  the  purpose  of  ascertsiin- 
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log  if  there  was  a  schooner  there.  The  boat  returned  at  8  a.  ni.,  having 
failed  to  discover  any  vessel.  At  9 :30  entered  the  Pantego  Creek,  and 
proceeding  slowly  up  to  its  head  discovered  two  large  schooners,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Alhem^irle  and  Lion^  owned  by  Boyle  and  liichard 
Keddick,  of  Su£foIk,  Ya.  Sent  two  armed  boats,  took  possession,  and 
towed  them  out,  when  we  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  Pantego  at 
6:30  p.m. 

The  following  morning  at  daylight  received  on  board  several  fami- 
lies, who  came  off  for  protection,  after  which  weighed   anchor  and 

proceeded  on  our  way  to  this  place,  arriving  at  12  a.  m. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.   P.   QUAOKENBUSH. 
Commanders.  C.  Eowan, 

Camdg.  U.  8,  Naval  Forces j  Albemarle  and  Pamlwo  Sounds. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldshoroughy  U.  S. 
Navyj  regarding  reports  not  received, 

Navy  Department,  March  28j  1862. 

Sir:  Eeferringto  the  dispatch*  from  this  Department  of  the  25tli 
November,  1861,  you  will  please  state  why  the  reports  therein  called 
for  have  not  been  made. 

Very  respectfully, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Oflftcer  L.  M.  GoLDSBORonaH, 
Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtiadron,  Hamiitmi  Road^. 

Instructums  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding 
blockading  squadrons^  regarding  evasions  of  the  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  March  28,  1862. 
Sib:  Whenever  a  case  is  brought  to  your  knowledge  of  an  evasion 

of  the  blockade  within  the  limits  of  your  command  you  will,  without 
unnecessary  delay,  convene  a  court  of  enquiry  for  the  purpose  of  a 
rigorous  investigation  of  the  circumstances  attending  such  evasion  and 
direct  the  court  to  report,  in  addition  to  the  evidence  and  a  statement 
of  the  material  facts  ascertained,  their  opinion  whether  the  evasion  was 
in  any  manner  the  consequence  of  negligence  or  other  fault  on  the  part 
of  commanding  or  other  officers  or  persons  in  the  naval  service,  naming 
X>erson8  censurable,  if  any. 

The  record  of  any  court  convened  under  this  order  will  be  promptly 
dispatched  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  MoKban, 
Oomdg.  Eastern  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  WeM,  Fla. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Fabragut, 
Oomdg.  Western  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Island. 

•  See  Series  I,  Vol.  6,  p.  454. 



DINU    SQOADHON. 

(.'IIKRUV STONE,  Va.,  March  3'',  1863. 

Ypsterday  afternoon  1  visital  the  Vinnlcrhilt  ;nid  t'omul  iier  iirejmra 
tioiis  fur  nilviinci!*!  ivn'i  tlmt  she  is  at  itiiy  moment  ready  tor  motion. 
Her  steam  is  kept  eoiistantly  up.  There  are  seven  steauitrs  here,  all 
ready  to  act  as  rams,  with  more  or  less  efficiency,  but  by  their  (■,ombtiie«l 
o[»u-atiun8  abuudantly  able  to  ileetroy  the  Merrimack.  In  my  judgmetit, 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Merrmack  to  come  down  to  I-'ort  Monroe  with 
out  being  8unl(  by  the  rams.  Khe  can  run  up  Jain^s  Uiver,  she  c;in 
iitlack  Newport  News,  and  do  what  she  pleases  above  Fort  Monroe,  aa 
tlie  chiuiiiol  above  is  too  narrow  and  crooke<l  to  admit  of  the  steam 
rams  being  worked  against  her  with  eflect;  but  while  remaining  up 
there  out  of  our  reatih  she  can  do  us  no  harm.  Commodore  Oolds- 

borough  is  i'uUy  awake  to  the  imiKirtiiuce  of  destroying  the  Metrimack, and  has  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  manner  in  wliich  that  can  best  be 
done  with  the  metius  at  his  command.  I  tliink  he  will  do  his  duty  both 
skillfully  and  bravely,  anil  1  have  no  doubt  withsucceas.  Mr.  Vander 

bilt  fully  approves  ('ommodore  (ioldsborough's  plan  of  battle,  aiid 
desires  the  steamer  I'andcrliilt  to  remain  under  Cioldsborough's  com- mand. I  have  directed  her  so  to  remain  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
yim.  Tlie  large  guns  are  not  made  as  available  as  they  ought  to  t>e. 
The  Ju-iuchguuis  not  yet  ready  to  be  used  with  any  efliclency,  although 
it  is  mounted  upon  a  carriage  It  is  important  to  have  the  great  gaa 
mailo  available  immediately  for  defense  against  the  Merrimack.  If  yoa 
approve,  I  wdl  return  this  aftoruoon  to  aid  in  making  it  ready.  The 
odlcers  of  two  ateamera  of  the  French  navy,  uow  here,  went  to 
Norfolk  yesterday,  under  a  flas  of  truce  sent  by  Commodore  Goldftbor- 
ough.  Uu  their  return  this  moi-niiig  they  at  ouee  got  up  steam  in  both 
ships,  although  they  have  had  their  fires  out  for  the  last  week.  This 
looks  ah^  if  they  auticipatedanaval  engagement  to  come  otf  soon.  This 
is  all  the  informatiou  I  can  gather  as  to  the  force  and  disposition  of  th» 
lebel^.  I  tliink  they  will  make  no  light  this  side  of  Rii-limond.  Our 
diief  dillieulty  will  bo  to  land  transportation.  I  will  await  your  answer 
here. 

I'.  II.  Watson, 
Assinlanl  Sccrclari/  of  Wnr. 

Hon.  I'i.  M.  Stanton, 

.Si^nxlary  »/'  W'lir. 

fhiler  <)f  Commander  howan,  I'.  8.  Naey,  to  J.ieuUttant  (/uavkenfiunhf 
('.  S.  Xacji,  to  proaed  with  the  T',  S,  S.  helawarc  to  the  I'anUivu  /direr, 
to  cut  u£  comm%nk-ation  irith  Wankington.  X.  C. 

U.  S.  Flag  Stkameb  rmr.AnBi.pniA, 
Off  Xeir  Heme,  Mnrch  -?ft,  J^«2. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Pamlico  Kiver  for  I  be 
pur|iose  of  intercepting  all  comuiunicatiou  between  Washington,  [  N.  (',  |, 

and  the  sound.     It  is  re|iorted  that  a  vessel  is  expet't<>d  hourly  in  the  ' 
I'limlico  or  Pungo  from  the  West  Indies  through  Onaeoke. 

You  will  uiao  ascend  the  Pamlico  and  show  your  vessel  off  Washing, 
ton,  and  be  very  careful  that  no  attempts  are  made  to  remount  the 
guns.     Remain  in  the  liver  until  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  C.  Kowan, 

Commaiuling  I',  S.  Xaral  Forces,  etc. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  8.  P.  QuACKENBtJKn, 

Commanding  V.  S.  8,  Iklaware. 
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Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Werden,  U.  S. 
Navyj  enjoining  a  strict  watch  on  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 

U.  8.  Flag  Ship  Philadelphia, 
New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  29, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  the  steamer  Morse  to  report  to  you  for  duty  off 
Elizabeth  City.  It  is  very  desirable  and  important  to  keep  a  close 
watch  on  both  canals  and  to  use  every  means  in  your  power  to  ascer- 

tain what  the  enemy  is  doing  on  either  canal.  Whether  the  North 
Biver  Canal  is  permanently  obstructed  and  whether  the  onemy  can 
come  through  the  Elizabeth  City  Oanal  [Dismal  Swamp  fj  with  his  new 
gunboats.  Employ  spies  if  you  can  find  intelligent  and  reliable  negroes, 
and  I  will  approve  any  biUs  for  reasonable  sums  thus  expended. 

Be  vigilant  and  prohibit  all  intercourse  with  the  shore  except  under 
your  own  immediate  orders  and  for  special  purposes  connected  with  the 
public  interest. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  0.  Rowan, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  B.  Webdbn, 
Commanding  Naval  Division,  Albemarle  Sound. 

Leftrr  from  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldshor- 
ouf/h,  U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  condition  of  affairs  in  the  sounds  of  North 
Carolina. 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  29, 1862. 

Flag-Opficeb:  I  have  been  very  busy  since  I  last  wrote  you.  This 
thing  of  playing  commander  in  chief  is  attended  with  a  great  deal  of 
thinking,  working,  and,  what  is  worse  than  all,  writing. 

1  travel  charmingly  in  harness  with  the  generals,  particularly  the 
chief,  who  is  a  trump. 

Since  my  last  note  nothing  startling  has  occurred  in  a  naval  way. 
The  general  wants  to  keep  me  and  my  force  with  him.  Beport  says 
that  the  enemy  is  concentrating  a  large  force  at  Goldsboro  to  move  on 
us.  I  tell  him  they  can  not  come  into  this  town  so  long  as  the  navy 
surronnds  three  sides  of  it.  He  thinks  so,  too,  but  when  I  talk  of 
sending  more  force  to  Albemarle  he  feels  uncomfortable.  Hawkins,  in 
command  at  Roanoke,  has  a  big  scare  on  him,  notwithstanding  I  have 
five  of  the  small  vessels  there  under  Werden. 

The  Ellis  brings  a  re])ort  from  Elizabeth  that  the  enemy  is  plating 
his  new  gunboats  and  intends  paying  us  a  visit.  This  news  puts  the 
scare  on  me,  and  I  liave  determined  to  send  Flusser  and  Peter  Hays 
there  to  hull  him  and  board  him.  When  the  general  learns  that  two  ol 
the  big  gun  vessels,  as  he  calls  them,  have  left,  he  will  begin  to  fidget. 
From  what  you  learn  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  locks  there  is  but  17^  feet 
width;  the  contract,  or  specification,  calls  for  vessels  of  22  feet  beam. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  there  can  be  deception  in  thisf  I  can  shut  up 
the  channel  at  Elizabeth  temporarily,  and  would  do  so  at  once,  but  for 
the  difficulty  of  guarding  so  many  points  and  having  anything  left  to 
work  with.  I  understand  the  Albemarle  Canal  is  closed  and  a  solid 
road  now  crosses  it  Have  you  any  information  to  give  me  on  this 
point  f  Oan't  you  spare  me  the  Miamif  She  would  be  a  tower  of 
strength  to  run  down  the  coats  of  mail.  If  you  can  possibly  do  so  I 
know  you  will,  for  it  was  my  parting  request.  I  have  been  as  happy 
as  a  clam  at  high  water  until  this  Albemarle  news,  and  L  aui  wo\)  ^^ 
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nervous  as  the  n*at,  thcmgh  I  say  nothing.  IT  the  three  new  boat) 
imned,  added  to  th«'  tw  o  we  know  of,  t-onie  out  and  can  horn  iis.  as  <U 
Iho  Mvrrimack  to  tlie  Vwiiljerl^ntl,  we  shall  be  wiped  out  and  the  an 
must  share  our  fate. 

Foster  is  entrenching,  bnilding  two  forts  in  the  rear  of  the  ti>wn. 

was  out  there  to  day  with  Bumside.     I  don't  like  this  building;  fort*  8 
far  bai^k,  indeed  forts  of  any  kinti,  which,  if  taken,  may  be  turned  ( 
the  wob footed  people;  and  I  so  statod  to  tlie  general.     But  Foster  i 
iiu  engineer,  and  be  mnat  buEid  fort». 
What  think  you  of  luy  doings  at  Washington  T  If  1  had  a  foitse  a 

one  or  two  "broad  horns "  I  would  go  there  and  frighten  the  people  oa of  their  hoots  uuless  the  lens  is  leturned.  1  am  on  the  track  of  tb 
party  concerned  iu  its  removal,  and  if  I  And  the  authorities  slipiwry 
shall  scout  them.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am  a  believer  in  moral  suasion 

The  hearts  of  the  people  of  North  ('arolina  are  not  with  the  rebels 
the  woods  and  swamps  are  full  of  ret'ngeea  Heeiug  from  the  terror  o 
iron  scrip  tion.  A  fellow  by  tlienameofjCohinel  James  U,!]  Lane  held 
fort  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Neuse  I  tic  day  we  arrived.  He  told  liii 
soldiers  to  go  home  aud  hohl  themselves  in  readiness  to  obey  his  call 
The  call  was  made  and  responded  to  by  :tG  of  the  ioO;  the  rest  are  ii 
the  swamps,  and  the  doughty  hero  is  looking  [for]  them  and  carryiu 

them  oft",  tied  to  horses,  to  Goldsboro.  Isentthe7>ei«tr(irf  to  thoPang alter  two  schooners.  The  people  in  Hyde  County  are  lieeing  in  a 
dii'cctiouB.  Quaukenlmsh  afforded  protection  to  several  women  am 
brought  them  here.  The  people  say  they  won't  tight  ua,  and  if  th^ 
must  tight  it  will  be  on  our  side.  The  general  has  decided  to  an 

these  people  and  organize  them  as  North  Carolina's  reserve. 
Lieutenant  Haxtun,  of  the  State  »/  Georgia,  came  up  iu  the  last  trail 

(hand  cars)  last  night  from  Beaufort,  He  lauded  on  Cove  [Core]  a'  ' and  look  his  boat  across.  He  brings  no  news  of  importance,  I  gav 
him  three  of  our  code  signal  books  to  take  to  Franklin  when  he  ̂ t 
down.  Five  feet  can  bo  carried  through  thesunnd.  The  little  wlied 
barrow  I  captured  here  will  soon  be  ready.  The  general  is  very  aiix 

ious  to  get  her  to  MoreheacI  City.  1  shall  send  McCook.  She  v  " not  pass  nearer  than  a  mile  aud  a  half  of  the  fort  and  will  be  undo 
lire  while  she  runs  about  3  miles.  It  does  not  occur  to  me  to  be  ver; 
hazardous,  yet  1  would  not  expose  the  people  if  they  did  not  expreS 
fio  strong  a  desire.  1  fought  it  off  until  he  proposed  to  get  volunt;6ei1 
who  would  get  a  large  sum  if  they  succeeded.  I  then  told  him  I  wouli 
undertake  it.  It  is  a  chance  shot  that  will  hit  the  little  craft;  tlia 
shot  may  cripple  her,  iu  which  case  he  is  to  take  to  his  boat  iiiuac 
diatety  and  pull  to  Beaufort.  One  of  my  pilots  has  Just  carried  s 
crafts  through  the  canal  to  Beaufort.  He  informs  me  that  the  for 
opened  on  Beaufort  while  he  was  there,  but  the  best  shot  only  reachoi 

to  within  ■<()  feet  of  the  wharf.  The  guns  must  be  iudifl'erent,  or  thi commandant  of  the  fort  is  only  trying  to  fool  us,  since  the  distance  i 
by  chart  not  over  a  mile  and  a  half, 

April  1. — I  expect  to  start  the  little  wheelbarrow  tomorrow,  escorte 
by  Franklin  in  the  KUis.  1  have  directed  McCook  to  be  very  prudent 
and  Franklin  is  to  knock  spots  out  of  the  fort  with  his  ritled  gun. 
know  of  no  safer  gun,  riHed,  tlian  the  banded  .3- pounder,  uotwith 
standing  the  objection  to  introduce  them  on  the  part  of  the  bureau. 
shall  send  the  little  dranite  down  when  wc  aii'  ready  to  open  on  tin 
fort.    The  cajitairi  is  spoilitig  for  a  light. 

I  shall  liave  at  l'>li>^ubeth  two  "broad  horns"  under  Flusser  to  watoi 
my  friends  at  KliKaheth. 
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General  Bumside  lias  offered  to  put  his  whole  navy  under  my  com- 
mand. I  could  make  something  of  some  of  the  vessels  by  putting 

heavy  d2-pounders  on  them,  taken  from  the  forts,  but  I  am  not  willing 
to  trust  myself  in  the  hands  of  his  people,  and  I  have  no  officers  or 
nu^n  to  spare.    Please  give  me  your  ideas  on  this  point. 

1  think  of  suggestiug  to  the  general  to  run  two  of  them  between 
Marmora  [Merrimont]  and  here.    They  might  as  well  do  something. 

I  have  sent  two  launches  to  Beaufort  at  the  generaPs  reciuest.  He 
wants  one  of  my  100  Parrotts  there.  Shall  I  let  him  have  it?  £  am 
lighting  shy. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 
S.  0.  EOWAN. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsbobough, 
Commanding. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  8.  Navy^  explaining  the  delay  in 
forwarding  information  reqnented  by  the  Department  regarding  the  reUt- 
tive  merits  of  commanding  offi^cers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roadn^  Virginia^  March  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation* of  the  28th  instant,  and  in  reply  beg  leave  to  say  that  the 

reports  therein  alluded  to  have  not  been  made,  because,  from  their 
nature,  I  supposed  they  would  not  be  expettted  until  ample  opportuni- 

ties had  occurred  to  enable  me  to  determine  fairly  and  Justly  with 
regard  to  their  requirements.  The  task  they  impose  is  both  difficult 
and  delicate,  and  to  this  hour  I  can  not  conscientiously  assign  the  rela- 

tive merit  of  each  and  every  commanding  officer  attached  to  the  squad- 
ron under  my  command,  nor,  indeed,  do  I  feel  myself  yet  prepared  to 

speak  with  exact  justice  to  all  concerned  in  relation  to  the  officers  for- 
merly in  the  Navy  and  serving  under' acting  appointments  and  those 

now  attached  to  seagoing  vessels  who  are  on  the  retired  list. 
I  can  state,  however,  that  in  my  belief  each  and  every  one  of  the 

above  is  thoroughly  loyal  to  his  country.  Not  a  sign  to  the  contrary 
has  ever  been  evinced  or  even  whispered,  to  my  knowledge. 

My  attention  at  this  time  is  especially  given  to  the  Merrimack  and 
to  aiding  our  Army  in  its  contemplated  operations  in  this  quarter.  As 

soon  as  these  momentous  afl'airs  areoii'  my  hands  1  shall,  I  hope,  have it  more  in  my  i)ower  to  respond  to  the  wishes  of  the  Department  with 
regard  to  the  individuals  in  view. 

The  steamer  Illinois  arrived  to  day,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  in  a  con- 
dition as  reported  to  me  ready  for  the  service  she  is  to  perform. 

The  Cambridge  left  to  day  for  Wilmington,  N.  O. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGn, 

Flag-Officer^  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 

*  See  page  175. 
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Order  of  Flag-Ojficer  (iol(hhorou(jh^  U.  8.  Navyj  to  Commander  Parker^ 
U.  S,  Navyj  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Wilmington,  y.  C, 

I'.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roadttj  Virginia^  March  30. 1862. 

Sir:  F^roce^d  of!"  Wilmington,  N.  C,  with  the  Cambridge  under  your command,  and  remain  there  closely  and  vigorously  blockading  the  place 
until  further  orders,  or  as  long  as  your  8ui)ply  of  fuel  and  provisions 
will  possibly  i)ennit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   CfOLDSBOROUGH, 

Fla4f'  Officer. 
W.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  CambridgCj  Hampton  Roadn,  Virginia. 

r.  S. — As  a  matter  of  course.  Commander  Parker  will  rei)ort  himsell 
to  the  senior  oflicer  olV  Wilmington  and  re<*/eive  his  orders  as  to  the 
])articular  point  he  is  to  guard.  Distribute  copies  of  the  accouipanyiug 
printed  papers  among  all  the  vessels  otf  Wilmington. 

L.  M.  G. 

Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  ̂ ^ary^  to  Lieutenant   Werden,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  duty  asffignrd  to  the  U.  S,  S.  iShatr sheen. 

U.  S.  Flau-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Xeic  Berne,  X.  C,  March  30,  lf<ti2. 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Morse  you  will  order  the  8hawsheen  to 
I)roceed  to  this  place  and  r(»port  to  me.  You  will  direct  the  captain  of 
the  8liatcsheen  to  bring  down  all  the  parts  of  the  engine  belonging  to 
the  Seymour  and  all  and  every  description  of  stores  and  supplies  that 
have  been  taken  from  that  vessel  and  are  now  on  board  the  Ceres, 
Lockiro(nl,  Putnam,  or  Whitehead. 

N'ery  respectfully, S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naral  Forces,  8ounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Lieutenant  ( -ommanding  Wkrdkn, 
Commanding  Xncal  Forvrs  Albemarle  8ound, 

or  J  in  his  absence,  Senior  Officer  present  off  Elizabeth  City. 

Report  of  Flag  Officer  tioldsborough,  U,  8.  Nary,  acl'iwxcledging  the  receipt 
of  Department's  communications. 

U.  S.  Flagsiiip  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads ^  Virginia,  March  31, 1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  its  communi- 
cations of  March  131  and  27,  conveying,  respectively,  the  thanks  of 

(iovernment  to  the  oilit'ers  and  crew  of  the  Monitor  i\\\6.  to  Commander 
liowan,  his  oHicers  and  men,  have  been  duly  received  and  forwarded; 
also  that  of  21st  instant,  n»(iuiring  reports  on  certain  desiccated 
vegetables;  that  of  the  2Sth,  calling  for  courts  of  enquiry  to  investi- 

gate violations  of  blockade,  and  that  of  the  29th,  recalling  at  my 
request  the  detachments  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Bragg  and  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  Griflin. 
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All  the  extracts  lately  received  relative  to  proposed  violations  of 
this  blockade  have  been  printed  and  are  being  circulated  as  fast  as 
possible  among  the  vessels  of  my  squadron,  with  instructions  to  com- 

manding officers  carefully  to  observe  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.   GOLDSnOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer^  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  Z>.  0. 

Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Natty,  to  TAeutenant  Flnsser,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  off  Elizabeth  City,  N  C,  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  enemy, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  March  SI,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  Commodore  Perry  to  Elizabeth 
City,  N.  0..  On  your  arrival  there  you  will  assume  command  of  the 
naval  forces  in  front  of  that  place.  You  will  make  such  close  daily 
inspection  of  the  town  as  will  assure  you  that  the  enemy  is  not  forti- 
tying.  The  great  object  of  your  presence  otf  Elizabeth  is  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  sending  his  gunboats  through  the  canal,  which  must 
be  prevented- at  all  hazards.  Use  every  means  to  obtain  information 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Mislead  him  as  much  as  possible  as 

U)  the  real  object  of*  your  presence.  Obtain  reliable  information  if  pos- sible as  to  the  state  of  the  canal,  the  width  of  the  locks,  the  beam  of 
the  gunboats,  and  the  extent  of  the  fortifications  at  the  milldam. 
Any  reasonable  sum  expended  for  such  information  will  be  author- 

ized. When  you  think  it  prudent  you  can  go  to  North  River  in  the 
Whitehead  and  some  other  small  steamer  for  making  a  close  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  c'ondition  of  the  canal,  that  youmay  be  able  to  report  all 
tlie  parti(*.nlars  to  me  in  writing,  and  in  person  on  your  return  here. 

You  will  leave  your  vessel  at  Klizabeth  and  your  orders  with  Lieu- 
tenant Oommanding  Hopkins.  Wishing  you  better  health,  and  success 

in  your  expedition, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  0.  W.  Flusser, 
Commanding  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

Report  of  Commander  Olkson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon,  regarding  the  impaired  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  8.  Mount  Vbbnon, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  31,  1862. 

8ra:  I  herewith  enclose  you  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer  of  this 
vessel,  by  which  you  will  see  the  bad  condition  of  our  boiler.  We 

arrived  off"  this  place  on  the  20th  instant,  after  encountering  a  fearful 
gale  of  wind  from  the  southeast.  Our  boiler  commencted  leaking  and 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  keep  steam  on.  We  were  obliged  to  keep 

the  bilge  pump  going  to  keep  the  ship  free  from  water.  After  anchor- 
ing at  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  leak  became  so  bad  as  to  render  it 

absolutely  necessary  to  blow  the  water  (mt  of  the  boiler,  notwithstand- 
ing the  threatening  appearance  of  the  weather.    We  worked  all  night 
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on  tlie.  boiler  and  have  sncceeded  in  temporarily  stopping  llio  leak.  It 
i«,  liowpver,  liable  to  break  ont  again  at  any  moment,  ami  I  fear  that 
we  can  not  carry  aiifflcient  steam  to  conteinl  with  a  gale.  We  may  be 
rendered  lielplcsnat  any  instant  so  far  as  the  steam  ia  con<.>erned.  J  shall 
do  all  ill  my  power  to  keep  tije  boiler iu  repaii'  and  keep  tier  atloat  until 
my  coal  is  out,  which  will  be  abont  the  first  of  May  next.  I  would 
most  respectfully  request  the  llag-oHicer  to  send  another  steamer  off 
here  as  early  as  practicable,  as  one  is  not  sufiicient  to  keep  np  a  strict 
blottkade.  We  are  all  well,  and  everything  is  qnietoff  Wiimiugtou. 
Since  our  return  here  the  weather  lias  been  very  boistonjuw. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  8.  tlLISSON, 

Commiiinler,  V.  S.  -Vntty. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbo bough, 

Covimandiufi  the  Attaittic  lilodcndhiij  Siiiuidrnn. 

Order  of  the  tkvretary  of  the  JW(r^  to ̂ fttig  nfficerg  commandinri  litockading 
mjiiadrons,  to /urninh  forlHiffhU}/  reports. 

Navy  Department,  March  .v.  iM;s. 

8ib;  Yon  will  please  furnish  the  Department  every  fortnight  wiUi 

a  statement  ol'  the  respective  stations  of  the  several  vessels  comixisiog 
yonr  squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  I,.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
CoMthj.  North  Atlantiv  BlofkaiHnff  Sifua^roH,  Ilaiiiplon  RoaiS«. 

FlagOlticer  D,  G.  FABBAOrT, 
Comdff.  Western  Qutf  BlookaiUnii  Si[Utidr<m,  Ship  Inland. 

Flag  Officer  Wm.  W.  MoKban, 

Comdi/.  Kiiitirii  GulJ' Bhckadin^i  Htjundroii,  Ki\i  Weal,  Fin, 

Letter  from  the  Secretnrif  of  the  Ifary  to  fiag-o^'em  lommitntiing  litockad- 
ini/  »i}Uudron»,  Iransmittinj}  information  regarding  the  shipment  of 
tnunitionn  of  irar  in  steamer  Bahama. 

Navy  Dei'abtment.  March  31,  WG2. 
8ie:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  dispatoh 

Ko,  U,  received  at  Department  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  New- 
tiastle-apon-Tyne,  eouceruing  the  movement's  of  the  steamer  Bahamok, 
which  is  uow  loading  at  that  place  with  guns  and  other  niuuitious  of 
war. 

1  am,  respectfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
GnjEoN  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  8aml.  F.  Dn  Pont, 
Cmndg,  ISonth  Attaulic  Blttrlaiiing  Squadron,  Port  Koyid,  S.  C. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Fabbauut, 
Comdg.  Western  Qulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Inland. 

Hag  Officer  h.  M.  GoLnsnoBouoH, 
Vomdg.  Sorth  Atlaiitio  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Ituad*. 

Fla«-0!tir"cr  Wm.  W.  McKean. Vomdg.  Eastern  Oulf  Bloclnditnj  S-juadron,  Key  Wtut,  Fla. 

h^ 
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[Enclosure.  1 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Neicca8tle-up<yH'Tyne^  March  11^  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  iuform  you  that  the  British  steamer  Bahama^  referred 
to  in  my  dispatch  No.  1,  dated  the  27th  of  January  last,  is  now  nearly 
loaded  and  is  expected  to  sail  from  West  Hartlepool  docks  in  a  few 
(lays.  She  is  entered  out  for  Hamburg  and  the  West  Indies.  Her 
cargo  consists  of  shot,  gunpowder,  and  other  munitions  of  war;  she 
has  also  a  small  gun  on  deck,  and  I  heard  several  others  will  be  shipped 
before  she  leaves.  She  is  a  line  screw  steamer,  bark  rigged,  and  about 
8(K)  tons  register.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  James  H.  Anderson,  our  con- 

sul at  Hamburg,  to  look  after  her  and  report  fiill  particulars  to  your 
Department.  If  I  can  obtain  any  further  information  about  the  Bahama 
I  will  write  by  the  next  mail.  I  duly  received  your  dispatches  dated 
22d  January  and  17th  February,  respectively. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Herbert  Davy, 

U,  8.  Vice-Consul. 
Secretary  of  State, 

Washington. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Warren,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  it,  S,  8.  Vic- 
torin,  of  the  duty  performed  by  that  vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rappa- 
luuinock  River. 

U.  S.  8.  Victoria,  March  31, 1862. 
Sir  :  Immediately  after  receiving  your  orders  on  Tuesday,  the  25th 

instant,  I  steamed  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kappahannock  Eiver  and 
anchoreil  at  9  p.  m.  After  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  I  sent 
two  boats  on  shore  with  my  executive  officer  in  charge  of  one  and  a 
master's  mate  in  charge  of  the  other,  to  reconnoiter.  At  11  a.  m.  they 
returned  with  a  negress  and  three  children  The  white  men  all  ran 
away  as  they  landed. 

From  the  negress  I  learned  there  was  a  battery  of  three  or  four  guns 
2  miles  farther  up  the  river — say  4  miles  from  Windmill  Point — and  that 
their  picket  guard  extended  nearly  to  Windmill  Point.  They  were  not 
strong  at  their  battery— say  70  or  80  men. 

I  sent  her  on  shore  again,  hoping  to  get  further  information  the  next 
day  from  her. 

On  the  27th  the  boats  went  on  shore  again  and  found  a  number  of 
armed  men  occupying  a  large  house.  They  came  on  board  again  at 
1  p.  m.  The  boats  attempted  to  land  at  another  point  and  were  fired 
ui)on  before  they  landed.  I  immediately  commenced  shelling  the  woods 
and  other  places  of  concealment  and  sent  a  few  well-directed  shells  into 
and  around  the  houses  occupied  by  their  armed  men. 

On  the  25th  my  boats  attempt^  to  land  at  another  place  and  were 
again  pursued  by  mounted  armed  men. 

I  boarded  the  American  bark  Lapwing,  from  Kio  for  Baltimore,  3,000 
bags  coffee. 

On  the  27th  I  stood  off  and  spoke  U.  S.  ship  8t.  Lawrence,  bound  up 
the  bay.  Also  spoke  schooner  Laura  Oertrude,  from  Alexandria,  with 
horses  and  mules  for  Hampton  Roads.  Also  boarded  ship  Casilda,  of 
Baltimore^  from  Liverpool  for  Baltimore. 
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On  the  30th  steamer  Champion  came  along  and  took  oar  pilot,  who 
belonged  to  that  boat. 

I  liave  returned  to  the  roads  for  another  pilot  and  further  orders,  the 
Yom^g  Hover  not  having  returned  to  relieve  me. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  D.  Warren, 

Acting  Master^  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Victoria. 
Commodore  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  8.  Navy,  giving  the  stations  of 
the  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockciding  Squadron. 

U.  S.  FLAasHip  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads^  VirginiUy  April  i,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have  the 
lionor  to  append  the  following  statement  of  the  respective  stations  of 
the  vessels  of  my  squadron  at  the  present  date,  according  to  the  latest 
infonnation  in  my  possession  : 

Ve88el. 

MiniH'Hota   
WurliiiK«*tt   
Shu  •) Hoiiito   
Diu'otiih   
(MuK'iiru   
ronolmi'ot   
( M'torarn   
A  iiiu'UAtia   
Fn*«'l»<»rii   
^I  url)li*heatl   
]lriiziliera   
Koman  (coal  nhip)   
ClinrU'H  Phflpit  (coal 

Hliip)   
William  liadccr   
Ikm  Mor^au  (iioHpital) 
Kcmuio  (tiif()   
CobaHHet  (til';)   
Vouii^  America  (tug) . 

Monitor  (bat terj-)   Currituck   
Victoria   
llaltinioro   
iHland  Ikfllo   
PatrtMin   
LouiMiaiia   
Starrt  and  Strinoa   
Valley  (Mty   
rnderwriter   
Hct7,cl   
Delaware   
Comiuodoru  Perry   

Station. 

Hampton  Koadn. 

1)0. 

Do. Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
IK). 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
I>o. 
Do. 

SoundH  of  North  Carolina. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

I 

Vessel. 

C^omniodoro  Barney . 
Ellis   
Shawsheen   
Lockwoo<l   
Ceres   
Morse   
Putnam   
Whitehead   
Philadelphia   
Brinker   
Granite   
Hunchback   
Sonthfield   
Albatross   
State  of  Georgia   

Chippewa   Gcmsbok   
Jamestown   
Cunbridse   
Mount  Vernon   , 

Monticello*   Amanda   
Femandina   

Daylight   
Young  Korer   
Brantl^v'wine  (store 
ship)    

Mystic  (repairing).. 
Zouave  (repairing)  . 
Dragon  (repairing)  . 
Dawn  (repairing) . . . 
Uncas  (repairing)  . . 

Station. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolinpk. 
Do. Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. Off  Beaufort,  N.  C. Do. 

Do. 

Do. Off  Wilmington.  N.  C. 
Do. Do. 

Do. Do. 
Do. 

Off  York  River. 
OH'  Kappahannock  River. 

Baltimore,  Md. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. New  York. 
Baltimore.^Id. 

*ThiH  vessel  wiis  ordennl  a  week  or  so  since  to  go  off  Wilmington  direct  from  Baltimore,  and  the 
presumi>tiou  in  she  left  three  or  lour  days  ag«). 

I  am,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   (iOLDSBOROUGn, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

V.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  the  U.  8.  S.  Seminole  has  arrived  here 
from  Port  lioyal. L.  M.  G, 
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Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Wool,  U.  8.,  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Goldn- 
borough^  IT,  S.  Navy,  reqiwsting  the  presence  of  a  gunboat  at  Newport 
Neics,  Va. 

Headquartbrs  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va,,  April  1,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  Just  received  a  dispatch  from  Brigadier  General  Maus- 
iield  at  Newport  News,  by  which  I  am  informed  that  yesterday  one  of 

the  camps  at  or  near  that  place  was  shelled  by  an  enemy's  gunboat. 
The  general  asks  for  a  gunboat  to  be  stationed  at  Newport  News  dur- 

ing the  day  to  keep  off  the  enemy  and  protect  the  landing  of  troops 
and  supplies.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  comply  with  his  desires. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  B.  Wool, 

Major- General, 
Flag-Oflacer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  McGooJc,  U,  S, 
Nary,  to  proceed  in  charge  of  the  steamer  Old  North  ISt<ite  to  Carolina 
City,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flag-Stbambr  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  April  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  [take]  charge  of  the  stern-wheel  boat  Old  North  State 
and  proceed  in  her  to  Carolina  City  through  Core  Sound.  You  will 
use  great  care  and  prudence  in  passing  Fort  Macon.  You  will  pass  the 
fort  through  the  swash  between  Canal  [Carrot!]  Island  and  Bird 
Island.  You  must  use  your  discretion  as  to  whether  it  will  be  best  to 
make  this  passage  in  the  night  or  by  daylight. 
The  Ellis  will  accompany  you  to  within  long  range  of  the  fort  and 

will  assist  you  in  any  way  possible.  On  your  arrival  at  Carolina  City 
you  will  report  to  (leneral  Parke  and  deliver  to  him  the  vessel  and 
launch,  with  their  officers  and  crews.  This  done,  return  here  and 
report  to  me. 

Wishing  you  every  success  and  a  safe  arrival  at  the  jioint  of  your 
destination, 

1  remain,  very  respectfully, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  S.  McCook, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Old  North  State. 

Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Franklin,  U,  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  with  the  U.  8,  S.  Ellis  to  Fort  Macon,  N,  C,  as  con- 

sort to  the  steamer  Old  North  State. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  April  1,  t^(}2. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  company  with  the  stern- wheel  boat  through 
Core  Sound  to  Shackleford  Hanks,  where  you  will  remain  until  the  Old 
North  State  i)asses  the  tort  to  Carolina  City.  This  completed,  yon  will 
return  to  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  8.  C.  Rowan, 
Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Franklin, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ellia. 



I'.  S.  Flag^SteA-Mer  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  April  1,  Ifisi 

Sir:  I  aend  tlip  Perri/,  Captain  Fliisaer,  with  the  Worse,  Whiteheat , 
and  Putnavi,  to  watch   Klixabetli.     I  have  aliw  directed  Captain  Flns- 
ser  to  iiialce  a  personal  reconnoissance  with  the  Whitehead  and  launch 
of  the  Albemarle  Canal. 

It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  will  attempt  to  pass  the  canals  witli 
his  guuboatH  that  are  said  to  be  partmll.v  plated.     Do  all  in  yoar  power 
to  obtain  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  by  land  or  water. 
Please  send  uie  all  tiagn  taken  from  the  three  masted  schooner  Ifapola 

Very  respectfully, 
S.  C.  KowAH, 

VoiitmnniUuij  V.  ti.  Xaral  Forces,  i 
Lieutenant  Commaniiing  K.  Wi^ud^n, 

Commawlini]  !'.  8,  Xaral  Force,  Albewirli  Souiul. 

wtnttrtiHionii  of  the  Sctiretary  of  the  .V(H>i/  '"  ,flag-officcrs  commam 
I  bluckailing  nqiiadrotm,  regarding  owners  and  crewn  n/  ves»eln  seized  J 

violation  of  the  blockade. 

Navy  Dkpaetmbnt,  April  1, 18I',2. 
8lE :  Complaint  has  been  Tnade  by  the  Knftlish  minister  of  the  sep- 

jration  of  master  and  crews  of  vessels  seized  for  violatloti  of  the 
^looka^le  and  sent  in  for  adjudication,  claiming  that  it  is  not  regular, 
and  may  be,  e8]>e£ially  as  regards  the  master,  attended  with  serious 
detriment  to  the  owners. 

So  fur  OS  it  can  be  done  with  safety,  the  otficers  and  t'lews  will  l>e 
tttept  together  and  sent  into  port  with  the  piiKC. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GiUBoN  Welles^ 

PlagOfflcer  S.  F.  Du  Pokt, 
Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Ruptl,  S.  0.1 

Flag-Officer  D.  (!.  FAiittAGttT, 
Comdg,  Wi-ittern  Utilf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Mand. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Comdg,  Eautrni  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Keg  Went,  Fla.       ', 
Flag-Olficer  L.  M.  OoLDsnoKonm, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Soails, 

mOrder  of  llie  Secretari/  of  the  Nai\v  to  Fla/f-Officer  Goldnborovgh,  U,  i 
Navg,  regarding  the  11.  S.  »hip  Cumberland. 

Navy  Depaetmbnt,  April  1, 1861iM 

Sib:  The  Department  desires  you  to  securo  anything  or  any  part's 
"*  9  Cumberland  that  is  above  water  and  is  worth  saving. 

I  am,  reapectl'iUly,  your  obedient  servant, Gideon  Welles,! 
Flag  Officer  h.  M.  OoLDSBORoCGn. 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Jtlockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoada, 
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Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  naval  forcen, 
sounds  of  North  Carolina,  transmitting  list  of  vessels  laden  with  prize 
naval  stores. 

U.  8.  8.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  April  1,  ]S()2. 

8iR:  I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  returning  vessels  freiglited  by  me 
with  prize  naval  stores  which  fell  into  my  hands  when  I  captured  New 
Berne,  N.  O. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
8.  C.  EOWAN, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comd^.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosare.] 

List  of  United  States  merchant  veeseU  freighted  hy  Commander  S,  C.  Bowant  commanding 
U.  S,  naval  forces  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina^  mth  prize  naval  stores  captured  by 
the  squadron  under  his  command  when  New  Berne  was  occupied  by  the  U.  S,  naval  forces 
on  the  14th  Marchy  showing  the  cargo  of  eaohj  and  consigned  for  adjudication  to  the 
judges  of  the  U,  S,  district  court  at  the  port  for  which  they  have  sailed. 

Name  of  vessel. 

Harriet  and  Sarah. 

Eothen   
Lissie  Taylor 

CUfton 

Cargo. 
I 

Alfred  H.  Partridge 

Sarah  A.  Falconer. . 

IV  A.  Sanders   

EvaBeH   
Palraa   

386  barrels  rosin,  31  barrels 
tar,  4,500  dressed  shinjsles. 

550  barrels  rosin,  64  casks 
rosin. 

750  barrels  and  25  casks 
rosin. 

050  barrels  rosin   
1,331  barrels  rosin,  turpen- 

tine, and  pitch,  llSbarrelH 
oil,  and  2o7  casks  rosin. 

753  barrels  and  136  casks 
rosin,  71,000  dressed 
shingles. 

508  barrels  rosin   
520  barrels  and  318  casks 

roain.  101  barrels  turpen- 
tine, and  32,650  dressed 

shingles. 
900  barrels  and  74  casks 

rosin,  9  bales  cotton. 

Keported  owner. 

Cicero  Jestice 

John  B.  Planner. 

'  To  what  )>ort  con- 

signed. 

New  York. 

Do. 
PhUadelphia. 

Do. New  York. 

530  barrels,  Wm.  Fife;  re- 
mainder, lUcliard  Taylor. 

Wm.  G.  Brvne   
1,174  barrels  rosin  and  pitch, 
43  casks  rosin,   and    118 
barrels  oil,  Alex.  Miller; 
162  casks  and  52  barrels 
rosin,  J.  B.  Flanner;  105 
barrels  and  51  casks  rosin, Wm.  Whitford.  | 

Jarvis      Philadelphia. 

"Wm.  P.  Moore   New  York. 
Rosin  and  shingles,  Cicero 
Jestice ;  turpentine,  £. Ellis. 

513  barrels  and  8  casks  rosin, 
David  Bell:  387  barrels 
and  66  casks  rosin,  Wm. 
{jr.  Brvne:  0  bales  cott^m, 
Dibble  &,  Bros. 

Philadelphia. 

New  York. 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Qoldshorough,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  orders  given 
to  certain  vessels  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSj  Virginia^  April  :i,  1S6Q. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  tliat  this  morning 
I  ordered  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Marblehead  to  relieve  the  Daylight  in  the 

blockade  off  York  iiiver^  also,  chat  I  dispatched  thi&moi\im%\Xi<^\3«'^* 
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^uul)oat  Choevra  to  Baltimore,  in  tow  of  the  Victoria^  to  diseugage 
fr<nn  lier  propeller  a  cable  which  has  fouled  it  and  rendere-d  it  tempo- 

rarily useless. 
The  Victoria  is  under  orders  to  return  immediately  to  these  roaxls. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Gomdg.  North  Atlantic;  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secret  wry  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  IK  C, 

hepori  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S,  Xavy,  regarding  the  canstructi4}n  by 
the  enemy  of  three  ironclad  gimhoatH. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  Xetc  Berne,  N.  C,  ApHl  2,  1862. 

Sin :  Li(Mitonant  Commanding  Franklin  returned  in  the  Ellis  on  the 
2>ith  ultimo  from  Klizjibeth.  He  left  there  the  Underwriter,  Putnam,  and 
Whitehead.  Me  reports  that  a  negro  informed  him  that  the  enemy  was 
working,  near  completion,  three  new  gunboats,  which  he  was  plating. 
These  boats  may  not  be  heavily  plated,  but  if  fitted  as  rams  they  would 
be  very  formidable  against  my  slight  little  craft. 

1  would  resiiectfully  urge  upon  the  commander  in  chief  the  propriety 
(I  may  say  the  necessity)  of  sending  the  Miami  into  these  waters  a«  the 
only  vessel  capable  of  coping  with  these  little  mail-clad  craft,  should 
they  suci^eed  in  entering  the  sound. 

The  commanding-general  is  threatened  in  front,  and  is  unwilling  that 
I  shouhl  have  less  than  six  of  my  heaviest  vessels  to  protect  his  Hanks 
at  this  place.  I  have  sent  two  heavy  ships,  the  Perry  and  Morse,  all 
that  can  be  spared,  to  Kliziibeth,  with  instructions  to  be  very  vigilant 

and  give  me  the  earliest  information  of  the  enemy's  movement. 
The  commander  in  chief  is  too  familliar  with  my  position  in  these 

waters  not  to  know  that  in  case  my  little  squadron  should  be  destroyed, 
the  army  must  necessarily  share  the  same  fate,  unless  Fort  Macon  is 
taken  in  the  nu»anwhile. 

I  have  the  hoiuu'  to  be,  very  respectfully,  y<mr  obedient  servant, 8.  C.   HOWAN, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Xaral  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Flag()fUc(T  Ij.  M.  GoLDsnoKoiKiH, 

Comdg.  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  GohUhorongh,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Patterson^ 
U.  S,  Nary,  to  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Chocura  to  Baltimore  for 
repairs, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  2,  1S62. 

Sir  :  Proceed  to  Baltimore  with  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Chocura  under  your 
command  and  have  her  j)ropeller  cleared  without  delay  by  resorting  to 
any  means  necessary  for  the  purpose,  and  then  return  to  this  place  at 
the  earliest  moment  practicable. 
The  Victoria  will  take  you  in  tow.  On  reaching  Baltimore,  put  your- 

self in  communication  with  Carpenter  James  McDonnell,  U.  S.  Navy, 
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superintendent  of  naval  repairs,  whose  address  is  68  N.  Broadway, 
corner  of  Mullikin  street. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  T.  U.  Patterson, 

U,  S.  Gunboat  Ghocura^  Hampton  Roads^  Virginia, 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldaborough,  U.  8.  Kavy^  to  Acting  Master  War- 
ren^ 17,  8,  Navy  J  to  proceed  to  Baltimore  to  tow  the  U.  8.  8,  Chocura, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginiaj  April  2,  1862, 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Victoria  under  your  command  and  take  the 
gunboat  Choaira  in  tow  to  Baltimore,  and  then  return  to  this  place 
without  delay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROTTGH, 

Flag- Officer, 
Acting  Master  Commanding  J.  D.  Warren, 

U.  8,  8.  Victoria,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Murray,  U,  8, 
Navy,  to  proceed  in  command  of  the  U,  8,  8.  Louisiana  to  Washington, 
N,  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  A2)ril  2,  1862, 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Washington,  N.  C,  and  on  your  arrival 
there  investigate  the  circumstances  of  the  visit  of  the  Delaware  to  that 
place  and  obtain  any  other  information  of  interest. 

After  remaining  there  twenty-four  hours  you  will  return  to  this  place, 
bringing  the  DeUiware  with  you,  leaving  the  Brinker  to  carry  out  her 
written  instructions. 

Very  respectfully, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  8ounds  of  North  Carolina, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Louisiana,  off  New  Berne, 

Letter  from  Commander  Rowan,  U,  8.  Nary,  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough, 
U,  8,  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

New  Berne,  April  2,  1862. 
Flag-Officer :  I  have  omitted,  I  think,  to  mention  the  reissue  of 

your  proclamation.  We  found  a  printing  press  here,  and  the  general 
had  any  number  of  copies  struck  off.  lie  sent  the  manuscript  coi)y  to 
me  to  sign,  to  which  I  demurred,  but  the  general  thought  that  the 
officer  commanding  the  naval  forces  present  ought  to  sign  the  procla- 
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fin  this  r  erred,  you  mtist  attribute  it  to 
e  to  Arrogate  to  myself  what  projMirly  belt 

g:enem1  has  jiiat  lelt  mo.  Ho  says  our  outposts  liad  a  brush  last 

night  with  the  enemy's  cavalry.  We  killed  one  of  them  and  ouo  of  our 
side  was  taKeu  prinoiier. 

The  I'eri-y  started  lor  Eli/.atieth  this  morning  wliilo  the  peneral  wan oil  board.  He  became  a  little  nervous  aud  wanted  her  to  remain  tor  :i 
few  (lays  till  we  heard  from  the  enemy.  1  told  him  I  hjul  suHieieut  foree 
here  to  proteet  him  trom  an  attack  by  land  of  50,<)0(t  men.  The  Huneh- 
biiek  and  I{et:d  are  in  position  above  his  lines  in  the  Neuse.  The 
Vtitlej/  (Jity  is  opposite  in  the  Trent  and  the  LouUiana  will  be  in  |Kisi- 
tiou  to  day  above  the  railroad  bridge.  The  SontKjield  is  off  the  town, 

ill  the  Trent,  and  the  Barney  is  ofi'  Slocam's  Creek,  readj'  to  come  up  at 
any  moment.  The  Delaware  and  Jirinkiir  are  in  the  Pamlico  lliver 

InTiding  the  euemy's  wounded  at  Waeliin^^tou  and  keeping  a  lookout 
that  the  i>oiiit'i  are  uot  agitiri  armed,  aud  to  pick  him  a  schooner  or  so 
expected  daily  from  the  West  Indies  through  Ocracoke.  I  am  told  that 
it  brisk  trade  has  been  kept  up  through  thiii  inlet  up  to  oitr  arrival  at 
lionnoke. 

1  have  been  waiting  from  day  to  day  the  departure  of  a  mail.  The 
general  proraines  to  give  me  twenty-four  hours' notice.  To-night  Gap- 
tnin  Reynolds  came  oti'  and  told  me  that  three  mails  have  left  in  tbe la.it  week.  If  this  is  so  the  general  and  I  will  have  a  row.  I  shall 
consider  it  very  iliscourteous,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  but  until  J  know  it 
liom  his  own  lips  I  shall  not  believe  it.  As  lat«  as  this  morning  he 

gave  me  the  same  as-iuranee. 
If  the  mails  have  left  yon  must  not  blame  me  for  not  writing- 
]  am  out  <if  sugar,    riease  urder  20  barrels  to  be  sent  by  first  i 
»yaDce. 

Very  truly,  yours, 
8.  C.  KowAB 

Flag-OIHcer  L.  M,  GoLDSBOROtTGH, 
VommaniHng  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Siiuadron. 

I  am  shipping  the  captured  naval  stores  by  returning  vessels.    I  s 
\  list  of  sliipinents  so  far.    The  property  iiehings  to  rabid  secesh, 

^tlr  they  are  good  Union  till  they  find  it  won't  do;  then  they  ahowltf 
■loven  foot. 

■rfer  of  FlagOfficcr  GoUUboroiigk,  U.  8.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant  IfichoU 

II.  S.  Xary,  commanding  J!'.  S.  8.  Marlilehead,  to  prowed  to  rjufyl 
lork  Hiver.  * 

V.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Koaih,  Virtflniti,,  April  :J,  It 

SiB:  Proceed  to  the  mouth  of  York  Hivur  with  the  U.  s.  gunh, 
MatbleheaAl  under  your  command  and  relieve  the  U.  S.  H.  Daylight^ 

I  closely  and  vigorously  bloi^kadlng  that  river  until  further  onlers  ora 

I  long  as  your  supply  of  fuel  aail  prnvisiou
s  will  possibly  permit. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
I  1i.  M.   UOLDSBOUOnoH, 

[  I'iag-O^cer^ P  Lieutenant  Connnandiiitr  S,  Nicholkon, 
I  U.  S.  S.  Marhleheail,  Itampton  Roads,   Virginia. 
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Letter  from  Major- Oeneral  McClellany  U.  S.  Army^  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
boroughj  U,  S,  Navy,  requesting  the  detail  of  a  naval  officer  for  tempo- 

rary duty  as  harbor  mobster, 

Headquabtebs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  2, 1862, 

My  Deab  Goldsbobough  :  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  detail  one 
of  your  oflScers  on  temporary  duty  as  harbor  master  to  control  the 
movements  of  the  transports!  If  he  will  report  to  me  or  to  General 
Marcy  in  the  morning  I  will  have  him  placed  in  communication  with 
my  chief  quartermaster,  General  Van  Vliet,  and  turn  over  to  him  the 
entire  control  of  the  vessels,  with  the  sincere  hope  that  he  will  use  any 
force  that  may  be  necessary  to  force  the  captains  of  vessels  to  obey 
orders.  I  think  this  arrangement  will  be  best  for  all.  You  can  then 
control  fully  the  positions  of  vessels  and  keep  your  front  clear.  All  I 
ask  is  that  men,  horses,  and  material  shall  be  disembarked  with  the 
utmost  rapidity  and  the  vessels  sent  back  to  Washington  at  once. 

Sincerely,  yours,  Geo.  B.  MoClellan, 
Major-Qeneral. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsbobough, 
Commanding  Fleet. 

P.  S. — If  you  can  spare  more  than  one  officer  for  a  very  few  days  it 
will  be  well.  My  wish  is  to  enable  you  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
interference  with  your  military  arrangements,  and  to  leave  the  control 
afloat  where  it  belongs,  i.  e.,  to  the  Navy. 

Do  not  hesitate  to  refuse  my  request  if  it  will  in  anyway  interfere 
with  your  convenience  or  arrangements. McC. 

Request  from  Brigadier- Oeneral  Casey y  U,  S.  Army^  to  Major- Oeneral 
Wool,  U.  8,  Army,  for  a  gunboat  to  accompany  transport  Hero  to 
Netoport  News,  Va, 

Hbadquabtebs  Department  of  Vibginia, 
Fort  MonroCy  Va.,  April  2,  1862. 

Genebal:  I  am  instructed  by  BrigadierGeneral  Silas  Casey  to 
make  a  requisition  for  a  gunboat  to  accompany  the  transport  Hero  to 
Newport  News  this  evening. 

I  understand  the  transport  has  been  fired  upon,  and  I  respectfully 
request  you  to  furnish,  if  possible,  an  escort. 

The  gunboat  would  have  to  re])ort  at  the  steamer  Comtitution,  on 
which  General  Casey  has  at  present  his  headquarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  M.  P.  Engle, 

Captain,  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
Major-General  Wool, 

Commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough, 
U.  8.  Navy,  placing  at  his  disposal,  for  service,  the  revenue  steamer 
E,  A.  Stevens. 

Tbeasuby  Depabtment,  April  2,  1862. 

SiB:  This  letter  will  be  handed  you  by  Captain  Shippen,  command- 
ing the  E.  A.  Stevens,^  who  has  been  directed  to  place  himself  tem- 

*Al8o  called  Naugaiuck. 
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l><)raTily  under  yonr  orders.  The  E,  A.  /Stevenn  is  a  -lioat  of  pecaliar 
constnictioii,  whicli  luis  boon  generously  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government  by  K.  A.  Stevens,  esq.,  of  Hoboken,  wlio  built  her  at  his 
own  expense.    She  is  now  in  tlie  revenue  service. 

A  12-inch  i^un  has  been  ordered  ft^r  the  Sterem,  and  upon  its  arrival 
at  Fortress  Monroe  is  tc»  be  substituted  for  the  gun  now  on  board. 

Captain  Shippen  will  be  very  happy  to  perform  any  service  you  may 
assign  him,  and  I  cordially  commend  him  to  yonr  favor. 

Yours,  truly, 
S.  P.  OUASK. 

Flag-Otlicer  Goldsborougii. 

Letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  H.  H.  M.  S,  Rinahlo^  to  FUig-Officer 
(ioldshorouijhy  U,  IS.  Navy^  regarding  the  delivery  of  dispatches  by  flag 
of  truce, 

II.  B.  M.  S.  RiNALDO, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir:  riaving  disi)atches  for  the  British  consul  at  Norfolk  and  Kich- 
mond  from  Lord  Lyons,  which  I  have  been  asked  to  transmit,  I  have 
the  honor  to  re(iuest  you  will  be  pleased  to  allow  me  to  send  them  by 

an  othcer  belonging  to  her  Brittanic  jViajesty's  ship  under  my  com- 
mand, under  a  Hag  of  truce,  to-morrow,  the.'Ul  instant,  at  any  hour  most 

convenient  to  you,  when  you  may  have  a  steamer  at  your  disposal  suit- 
able for  such  service. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
W.  N.    W.   IlEWETT, 

(Jommander. 
Flag-Oflicer  Goldsborough, 

U,  aV.  Frigate  Minnesota,  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  flag-officers  commanding  Moclc- 
ading  squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  monmient  of 
blockade  runners  from  foreign  ports. 

Navy  Department,  April  :2, 1S6J2. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated  the  7th  ultimo,  by  tiie  T.  S.  consul  at  Hamburg, 

reiH»rting  the  sailing  from  that  port  of  the  shii)  Carcilie  with  a  cargo  of 
arms,  it  is  believed,  for  the  insurgents. 

The  steamer  South  trick,  heretofore  brought  to  your  attention,  was  at 

Fnnchal  March  .'^,  destined  for  Nassau,  and  recent  advices  state  that the  steamers  Hermuda.  Southwiek,  and  Herald  are  or  were  at  Bermuda, 
i  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Olficer  W.  W.  McKeax, 
Commanding  fJastern  Gulf  Blocka4ing  Squadron. 

Flag-Ollicer  I).  G.  Farragtt, 
Commanding  Western  (iulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOROi'dii, 
Comdg.  Nnrth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

Mag-Orticer  Samuel  F.  J)it  Pont, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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[£ziolo8ure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Ramhurg^  March  7, 1862. 
Sir:  The  Carcili^  sailed  from  this  port  yesterday  for  St.  Thomas, 

havitig  oil  board,  according  to  my  belief,  a  cargo  of  arms  for  the  Soath. 
A  steamer  coald  easily  overhaal  her.    She  sailed  utider  the  Ham- 

burg flag. 
I  am  keeping  up  a  strict  surveillance,  and  all  my  discoveries  are 

immediately  reported  to  Mr.  Sanford,  our  minister  at  Brussels. 
Over  200,000  arms,  which  my  agent  has  seen,  have  arrived  here  from 

the  interior  within  the  last  two  weeks. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

James  H.  Anderson, 
Consul, 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State. 

P.  8. — I  have  written  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  consul-general  at 
Havana. 

J.  H.  A. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  at  Hamp- 
ton Roads  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Aroostook  and  Bienville. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roadsy  Virginia^  April  5, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  XT.  S.  gun- 
boat Aroostook  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  from  Philadelphia. 

In  the  evening  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville  arrived  from  Washington  with 
ordnance. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

•  FUig- Officer y  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washingtony  Z>.  C 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldshoroughy  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  tranter  of  coal  vessels  to  Admiral  Du  Ponfis  com- 
mand. 

Navy  Department,  April  5, 1862. 
Sir:  If  there  are  any  coal  vessels  at  Hampton  Koads  that  can  be 

spared  from  your  service,  siend  them  immediately  to  Fiag-Oflicer  Du 
Pont,  Port  Boyal.    Can  you  spare  the  Albatross  from  your  command T 
Have  you  merchant  steamers  enough  for  your  peculiar  service  f 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obecUent  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrony  Hampton  Roads. 
N  W  R— VOL  7   13 
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Order  of  th^  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough^  U.  & 
Navy,  regarding  the  U.  8.  8.  Seminole. 

Favy  Department,  April  5, 1862. 
Sib  :  Yon  can  retain  the  Seminole  until  you  no  longer  require  her, 

and  then  dispatch  her  to  Philadelphia  for  full  repairs. 
•  •••«•• 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Telegram.] 

Favy  Department,  April  3, 1862. 

Proceed  at  once  to  Hampton  Eoads  and  report  to  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborough. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Lieutenant  D.  L.  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  JJ.  S,  8.  Monticello,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  FUig- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  orders  iss'iied  to  Lieutenant  Braine^  of  the  U.  8.  8. Monticello. 

Navy  Department,  April  5, 1862. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Braine,  of  the  Monticello,  has  applied 

to  the  Department  for  orders  to  sea.  He  appears  to  be  unaware  of 
your  instructions  to  him  to  proceed  off  Wilmington  with  that  vessel^ 
and  the  Department  has  therefore  directed  him  to  report  to  you  at 
Hampton  Eoads. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  U.  8.  vessels  Amanda  and  Rhode  Island. 

Navy  Department,  April  3, 1862. 
Sir  :  The  Department  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  Nos.  182, 184, 

186, 188,  and  189.  The  U.  S.  bark  Amanda  has  been  detached  fix>m 
your  squadron  and  ordered  to  the  Gulf. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island  will  probably  leave  Philadelphia  on  the 
5th  instant  for  the  Gulf,  touching  at  Hampton  Eoads. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  steamship  Illinois  to  Fla^-Officer 
Goldsboroughy  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  that  vessel. 

Steamship  Illinois, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virgima,  April  5, 186J2. 

Sir  :  The  Illinois  sailed  from  New  York  on  her  present  cruise  on 
Friday,  28th  March,  at  3:30  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, D.  S.  Babcock^ 
Commanding  S.  IS.  Illinois, 

Flag-OflSeer  L.  M.  Goldsbobouoh, 
U,  S.  Flagship  Minnesota^  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Woodward, 
U.  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Shawsheen,  naming  duties  to  he 
performed  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  April  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  in  tow  tbe  prize  schooner  Napoleon  and  take  her 
through  the  swash  into  Hatteras  Inlet.  On  your  arrival  there  you  will 
ascertain  the  number  of  navy  coal  vessels  there  and  order  them  to  pass 
the  swasb  if  their  draft  of  water  will  permit,  sending  one  to  Eoanoke 
and  another  to  PowelPs  Point  to  report  to  Captain  Werden. 

You  will  also  tow  the  Eliza  J.  Raynor  through  the  swash  and  direct 
her  to  come  here  and  anchor  below  the  barriers  and  report  to  me. 
Assist  the  schooner  Howard  and  the  Granite  to  execute  their  orders 
and  hasten  here.  You  will  examine  the  condition  of  the  Neuse  Eiver 
light-boat  and  report  the  articles  on  board.  Enquire  if  we  have  any 
sugar  in  the  inlet;  if  so,  have  it  sent  here. 

This  duty  done,  you  will  return  here  with  all  dispatch,  taking  coal 
from  some  of  bur  coal  vessels.    Be  careful  not  to  iiijure  your  vessel. 
Do  not  attempt  to  round  to  with  a  strong  ebb  tide;  pass  down  below 
the  vessels  before  doing  so. 

Very  respectfully, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U,  8.  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Acting  Master  Thos.  J.  Woodward, 

Commanding  U,  8.  8,  Shawsheen^  off' New  Berne. 

Letter  from  Major- General  McOlellan,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
borough,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  plan  of  operations  against  York- 
town,  Va. 

Headquabtebs  of  the  Abmt  of  Potomac, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  3, 1862. 

Deab  Sib:  I  find  that  I  have  wagons  sufficient  to  move  the  greater 
part  of  the  force  now  here,  and  have  accordingly  concluded  to  advance 
toward  York  tomorrow  morning. 

Unless  delayed  by  an  obstinate  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
our  advanced  guard  ought  to  be  in  rear  of  the  Ship  Point  battery  at 
about  2  o'clock  to-morrow  afternoon,  and  in  possession  of  it  by  from  3 
to  3 :  30  o'clock. 



196        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

I  propose  on  the  next  day  (5th)  to  invest  Yorktowu,  throwing  a  snfB- 
cient  force  above  it  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  garrison  by  land,  unless 
they  abandon  the  place  on  onr  approach.  So  many  days  would  elapse 
before  I  could  collect  the  transports  necessary  to  land  a  ibrce  on  the 
Gloucester  side,  that  I  have  thought  it  more  prudent  to  advance  upon 
Yorktown  without  waiting  for  the  movement  on  the  other  side.  I  would 
now  respectfully  ask  for  such  assistance  in  the  way  of  gunboats  as  you 
can  properly  afford. 

A  couple  (or  more)  of  gunboats  to-morrow  afternoon  near  Ship  Point 
battery  would  be  of  great  use  to  us. 

If  you  can  send  all  your  available  force,  after  providing  for  the  other 
objects  you  have  in  view,  so  as  to  reach  the  vicinity  of  Yorktown  day 
sifter  to-morrow,  1  think  we  can  make  sliort  work  of  it. 

If  we  can  arrange  matters  so  that  I  can  get  in  rear  of  Yorktown 
before  you  open  lire,  we  ought  very  soon  to  get  the  place. 

I  shall  have  troops  at  Howard's  Bridge  to-morrow  by  midday,  and 
we  might  arrange  to  communicate  there,  but  I  expect  to  have  the  tele- 

graph comi)leted  to  my  headquarters  to-morrow  evening  and  can  then 
tell  you  the  exact  state  of  affairs  and  the  time  when  I  shall  probably 
reach  the  rear  of  Yorktown.  If  at  all  possible,  I  will  come  out  to  see 
you  this  evening,  but  in  the  meantime,  let  me  ask  the  favor  that  yoa 
will  inform  me  what  I  can  probably  count  upon  at  Ship  Point  and 
Yorktown  in  the  way  of  naval  assistance. 

Very  truly,  yours, 
Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General y  Commanding. 
Flag-Otticer  Goldrborough, 

Commanding  Squadron. 

Report  of  Commander  (ilisaonj   U.  S,  Xary,  of  the  destruction  of  the 
8c1u)oner  KatCj  of  Xa^saUy  Xeir  Providence. 

U.  S.  S.  Mox'NT  Vernon, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  6\,  April  /,  1S6J2. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d  instant  we  discovered  a  scjhooner  to  the  westward,  at  the  dist^ince 
of  about  13  miles  from  us.  She  was  st^inding  in  for  the  shore.  Wo 
immediately  slipped  our  cjible  and  made  all  sail  in  chase.  We  soon  dis- 

covered it  to  bo  their  intention  to  beach  the  schooner,  as  they  could  not 
fetih  into  Lockwood's  Folly  Inlet,  the  wind  being  fresh  from  the  north- ward and  eastward.  At  (5: 15  we  observed  the  orew  of  the  schooner 
leave  for  the  shore  in  their  boat,  and  at  the  same  time  discovered  the 
s<*hooner  to  be  on  shore  in  the  snrf  with  all  sail  set  and  pressing  her 
farther  on.  At  <»:  50  we  observed  smoke  coming  out  of  her  cabin.  At 
7  sent  a  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Alick  Allen,  manned  and 
armed,  and  i)rovided  with  buckets  to  extinguish  the  tiames.  At  7:15 
the  fire  was  entirely  put  out.  We  anchored  as  near  the  schooner  as 

was  prudent  in  .'J.J  fathoms  of  water;  ran  a  hawser  to  her,  weighed  the 
anchor,  and  steamed  ahead  to  try  to  haul  her  ott";  the  hawser  parted,  and we  a^ain  anchored  in  onr  former  ]>osition  to  make  further  etVorts  to  get 
her  olf.  We  iired  several  shot  from  our  32-pounder  guns  in  the  direc- 

tion of  a  party  of  rebels  who  were  concealed  in  the  i)ushes  and  firing 
ritles  at  oiir  men  on  board  of  the  schooner.  At  7 :  20  observed  a  steamer 
standing  in  for  Bald  Head  and  the  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina  standing 
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toward  the  steamer.  At  7 :  30  both  vessels  stood  toward  us,  and  at  7 :  40 
the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge  made  her  number.  At  8 :  15  the  Femandina 
opened  fire  on  the  rebels  in  the  same  direction  as  that  in  which  we  had 
been  firing.  At  8 :  30  made  signal  to  her  to  cease  firing,  the  rebels  hay- 

ing dispersed.  Both  vessels  then  anchored  near  us,  semding  their  boats 
to  assist  us. in  getting  the  schooner  off. 

All  hands  on  board  of  the  schooner  employed  in  starting  overboard 
salt  to  lighten  her.    The  tide  was  falling  rapidly. 

At  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  having  started  overboard  half  of  the 
cargo  of  salt  and  fully  ascertained  that  she  had  no  other  articles  on 
board,  and  that  there  was  no  chance  of  getting  her  off,  it  was  deter- 

mined, after  consultation  with  Commander  Parker  and  other  officers,  to 
burn  her,  after  scuttling  her,  which  was  done. 

The  Mount  Vernon  and  the  Cambridge  fired  some  shot  through  the 
burning  schooner,  and  all  the  vessels  remained  by  her  until  5  p.  m., 
when  her  masts  fell,  her  deck  fell  in,  and  both  hull  and  cargo  were  so 
thoroughly  destroyed  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  rebels  to  derive 
any  advantage  from  them. 

All  the  vessels  then  returned  to  the  anchorage  off  Bald  Head. 
The  schooner  proved  to  be  the  Kate^  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Her  papers,  log  book,  etc.,  which  are  much  injured  by  the  fire  in  her 
cabin,  I  forward  you  by  the  U.  S.  bark  Fernandina;  also  an  American 
and  a  secession  flag  and  a  private  signal  marked  Leonora^  all  of  which 
were  badly  burned  by  the  fire  and  were  the  only  flags  found  on  board. 

The  surf  ran  so  heavily  alongside  of  the  schooner  and  the  water  was 
so  shallow  there  that  it  was  impossible  to  load  any  of  our  boats  with 
any  part  of  her  cargo  without  risking  their  loss,  otherwise  much  of  the 
cargo  could  have  been  saved.  By  her  papers  I  see  that  she  has  borne 
three  different  names,  viz,  the  Leonora^  Lucy  C.  Holmes^  and  the  KatCj 
of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commander^  U.  8,  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  the  [North]  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough^  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  the  move- 
ments of  vessels  under  his  command, 

U.  S.  FLAasHiP  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  4, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 

Daylight  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  from  off*  York  Eiver,  and  this morning  the  U.  S.  S.  Marblehead  left  these  roads  to  take  the  place  of 
the  Daylight  temporarily  on  that  blockading  station;  also  tbat  the 
floating  battery  called  the  Naugatuck^  or  Stevens,  arrived  here  from 
Baltimore  yesterday  afternoon,  and  in  the  evening  the  Bienville  left  for 
Philadelplua  with  sick  men  on  board  from  this  squadron.  The  Daylight 

is  under  orders  to  proceed  to  assist  in  the  blockade  off*  Beaufort,  N.  G., as  soon  as  she  has  coaled,  and  the  Monticello,  which  reached  here  this 
morning  from  Baltimore,  will  go  at  once  off  Wilmington,  N.  G.  Both 
the  Monticello  and  Daylight  are  amply  supplied  with  the  latest  infor- 

mation concerning  proposed  violations  of  this  blockade  printed  for 
disiributioD. 
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In  reply  to  a  cominiiiiication  IWnn  the  Department  dated  tbe  Ist 
iii^taiit,  I  bave  to  state  that  the  steamer  Jllinoin  Hailed  from  New  York 
on  lii-ipriisout  cruise  on  Friday,  March  28,  at  3:30  p.  m. 

I  am,  very  re9i»ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goi.nsBoRoiTOH, 

Flofi'Officer,  Coindif.  Xortli  Allantiv  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  OlDEON  WKI.1.E8, 

Sevrel^iryo/thvlfavy,  Wtttihini/loii,  /'.  0. 

KejHtrt  of  FIngOffiocr  QoWtborough,  U.  S,  Nary,  regarding  orders  igaued 
to  Lieuteiwnt  Braine,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  MonlieeUn. 

IT.  S.  FLAtiSHiP  Minnesota. 

Hampton  h'oadH,  Virginia,  April  ■},  }riC3. 
SiE;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  orders*  to 

Lieutenant  Commandiug  Itraiue,  dated  March  2't,  1862.  The  comntii- nication  which  I  have  Jnst  received  fVom  the  Department,  therefore, 
iufonningme  of  the  application  of  this  officer  for  orders  to  sea  surprises 

me.  Another  letter,  sent  by  tbis  day's  mail,  will  inform  tiie  Depart- 
ment that  the  Monticello  is  now  heie,  on  the  point  of  leaving  for  Wil- 

tniogton,  N.  <J. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L,   M.  GOLDSBOEOUOH, 

Fl(ig-Office>\  Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  tSquadron. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Setretars  of  the  Navy. 

Report  of  Flag-OJficer  Oold»borough,  U.  8.  Nary,  regarding  eoal  veaaeU 
for  Flag-Officer  1)h  J'onfs  command,  and  re/erring  to  the  U.  S.  ateatn- 
era  Daylight  and  Albatroaa. 

V.  a.  Flaoship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roadn,  Virginia,  April  1,  1863. 

SiH:  There  are  no  coal  vessels  here  tliat  can  be  spai-ed  from  otir 
service  and  sent  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont.     It  is  my  intention  to  send 
the  Daylight  off  Beanfort  as  soon  as  she  can  be  provided  with  coal, 
water,  etc.,  which,  weather  [wrinitting,  will  be  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  d»ys  from  this  time;  then,  I  think,  the  Albatross  can  be  spared 
from  my  command.     I  should  prefer  to  have  one  more  merchant  steamer, 
with  matters  properly  arranged  at  tlie  place  of  her  departure  as  to 
engineers,  crews,  etc.,  for  the  peculiar  service  of  this  place,  but  unless 
captitin  and  all  hands  come  here  already  engaged  for  that  service,  and 
witling  to  execute  it,  she  would  probably  prove  rather  a  source  of 
embarrassment  tliau  an  object  of  substantial  assistance. 

1  am,  very  rvs|}ectfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROUOH, 

Flag-Officcr.  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hou.  Gideon  Welleb, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
•  Jkn-  p.  I6B. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Oold^horoughj  U.  8,  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  OlitZj 
U,  8.  Navy^  and  other  commanding  offi>cers^  to  report  to  Commander 
Missroon  for  duty  in  York  Eiver,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  Report  yourself  to  Commander  J.  S.  Missroon  for  duty,  and  obey 
any  orders  he  may  give  you  concerning  the  movements  of  your  vessel 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOI DSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Offi>cer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

U.  8.  8.  Penobscot. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  Nicholson, 
U.  8.  8.  Marhlehead. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Thomas  S.  Phelps, 
U.  8.  8.  Cor  win. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Georoe  Brown, 
U.  8.  8.  Octorara. 

Acting  Master  Commanding  J.  D.  Warren, 
U.  8.  8.  Victoria. 

Acting  Master  Commanding  W.  F.  Shankland,  Jr., 
U.  8.  8.  Currituck. 

Instructions  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Missroon,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  cooperation  with  the  army  for  the 
reduction  of  Yorktown  ana  Gloucester  Point. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  4, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  diractedthe  officers  commanding  the  Penobscot,  Marble- 
head,  Corwin,  Octorara,  Victoria,  and  Currituck  to  report  to  you  for 
duty,  and  to  obey  your  orders  concerning  the  movements  of  their  ves- 

sels. With  these  vessels  and  the  Wachusett  you  will  proceed  to  coop- 
erate with  the  army  at  and  about  York  Biver,  and  thus  to  execute  the 

services  which  I  have  fully  explained  to  you  in  person.  I  wish  you  to 

keep  yourself  in  as  easy' communication  with  General  McClellan  and his  authorized  officers  as  practicable,  so  that  by  the  information  he  or 
they  may  afford  ftx)m  time  to  time  your  steps  may  be  made  corresx)ond- 
ingly  with  those  of  the  army.  The  first  object  in  view,  as  you  are 
aware,  is  the  reduction  of  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point,  and  thus  to 
open  the  navigation  of  York  Biver  and  its  tributaries  to  our  army  trans- 

ports and  navy  vessels.  The  next  is  to  keep  those  streams  clear  of  the 
enemy  to  every  necessary  and  practicable  extent.  In  the  landing  and 
covering  of  our  army  forces,  and  in  protecting  its  transports,  you  will 
afford  every  assistance  in  your  power. 

These  instructions  are  necessarily  only  general;  details  I  intrust  to 
your  own  sound  discretion  and  judgment. 

In  assigning  you  to  the  discharge  of  those  highly  important  duties, 
I  beg  to  say  that  I  place  every  confidence  in  your  circumspection  and 
in  your  ability  to  execute  them  in  a  way  at  once  creditable  to  yourself, 
the  Navy,  and  the  country. 

L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Flag-  0ffi4ier. 

Commander  J.  S.  Missroon, 
O.  8. 8.  Wachusett 
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Order  of  Oommo/nder  Rowa/n^  U.  8.  Navyy  to  Acting  Master  Chase^  U.  8. 
Navy  J  to  proceed  in  the  prize  schooner  Caroline  Virginia  to  Hatteras 
Inletjfor  the  purpose  of  lightening  the  schooner  Eliza  J.  Raynor. 

U.  S.  8.  Philadelphia. 
Off  New  Berncy  April  4, 186:^. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Hatteras  Inlet  in  the  schooner  Caroline  Vir- 
ginia. On  yoar  arrival  there,  take  irom  the  schooner  Eliza  J.  Raynor 

sufficient  ordnance  stores  to  bring  said  schooner  to  a  draft  of  8  feet  or 
less.  Having  done  this,  you  will  direct  the  schooner  Eliza  J.  Raynor 
to  cross  the  bulkhead  and  make  the  best  of  her  way  to  this  place.  Yoa 
will  return  also  in  the  Caroline  Virginia. 

If  there  are  any  heavy  coal  schooners  in  the  inlet  that  can  not  pass 
over  the  swash,  take  their  names  and  draft. 

Very  respectfully, 
S.  0.  EOWAN, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces^  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Acting  Master  Luke  B.  Ghase, 

Gomdg,  U,  8.  Prize  Schooner  Caroline  Virginia^  off  New  Berne. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Big  BetMy  April  4, 1862—5 :  40  p.  m. 

We  have  turned  Ship  Point  battery,  and  our  cavalry  no  doubt  [is]  in 
possession  by  this  time.  Our  advanced  guard  is  at  Oorkleville  [Cockle- 
town!],  about  5  miles  from  Yorktown.  No  longer  necessary  to  land  at 
Sand  Box.  I  shall  order  a  division  to  disembark  at  Ship  Point.  Will 
you  be  good  enough  to  send  a  couple  of  gunboats  there  to  prevent  acci- 

dents. Van  Vlict  will  communicate  with  you.  It  would  be  well  to  send 
the  gunboats  there  early  in  the  morning.    All  goes  well. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-Oeneral. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 
U.  8.  8.  Minnesota. 

1  Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  McClellan^  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
borough,  U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  the  advance  upon  Yorktown,  Va. 

Bia  Bethel,  April  4, 1862-^-8:30  p.  m. 
j  My  Dear  Goldsborouoh:  Our  advanced  guard  is  about  5  miles 
i  from  Yorktown,  our  left  column  where  I  ordered  it  to  go  (Young's 
I  Mills).    I  hear  that  the  rebels  are  being  reenforced  from  Richmond, 
I  and  rather  think  we  shall  have  a  fight  to-morrow,  as  I  shall  endeavor 

to  cut  their  retreat.    Would  it  not  be  well  for  you  to  have  some  of 
1  your  gunboats  in  the  vicinity,  ready  to  act  according  to  circumstances f 

We  may  find  them  useful  if  I  succeed  in  beating  the  enemy  in  front  of 
Yorktown. 
To-morrow  night  I  will  give  you  more  definite  information. 

Truly,  your  friend, 
Geo.  B.  McClellan. 

I  Flag-Offlcer  Goldsborouoh, 
I  [17.  &]  iS.  Minnesota. 
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Letter  front  Colonel  Hawkins^  U,  8.  Army^  to  Commander  Rowan^  U.  S. 
Navpy  advising  the  release  of  the  schooner  Zetiith, 

Headquarters, 
Roanoke  Isl^ndy  N.  C,  April  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  two  men  here,  Bloxham  and  Soms,  who  were  taken  on 
board  of  the  schooner  Zenith  by  one  of  the  vessels  under  your  com- 

mand. I  think  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  cargo  of  corn  on  board 
belonging  to  the  citizens  of  Core  Sound,  who,  as  you  know,  are  very 
poor  and  wholly  dependent  upon  the  mainland  for  their  supplies.  We 
are  not  in  want  of  the  corn  here,  and  I  feel  disposed  to  let  them  pro- 

ceed to  their  homes,  should  such  a  course  be  in  accordance  with  your 
ideas. 

Be  kind  enough  to  let  me  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience 
in  relation  to  this  matter. 

Most  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Rush  0.  Hawkins, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade  and  Post 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  North  Carolina. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U.  8.  Navy,  relative  to  operations in  York  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSy  Virginia^  April  .5, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  U.  S.  steamers  Wachusett, 
Penobscot,  and  Currituck  left  here  early  this  morning  for  operations  in 
and  about  York  River. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  communications  of  the  Depart- 
ment relative  to  the  detachment  of  the  Amanda  and  the  future  dispo- 
sition of  the  8eminole.  Your  instructions  concerning  Acting  Master's 

Mate  Hargous  and  the  seamen  of  the  Congress  will  receive  due  attention. 
A  heavy  firing  has  been  going  on  for  several  hours  in  the  direction 

of  Yorktown,  and  from  information  received  by  me  this  morning  from 
General  McClellan  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  our  army  is  now 
busily  engaged  in  reducing  the  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Fla{i-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8qu<idron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Warren,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  8.  8. 
Victoria,  of  his  return  from  Baltimore. 

U.  S.  S.  Victoria,  April  5, 1862. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  orders  to  me  on  the  2d  instant,  I  pro- 
ceeded on  my  way  to  Baltimore,  towing  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Chocura. 

We  arrived  there  in  safety  on  the  3d  instant,  at  2.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  and 
I  immediately  called  on  the  U.  S.  Navy  agent,  who  supplied  me  with  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  coal  to  fill  my  coal  bunker,  and  I  left  Baltimore 
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D  the  4th  instant  at  5  o'clock  p.  lu.,  and  have  arrived  safely  bai^'.lc 
his  place,  ready  for  service  again. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 
J.  D,  Wabbem, 

Acting  Master,  CommantHni;  U.  S.  S.  Yioto 
\  Ooniinodore  L.  M.  Goldsbobougii, 

Fhg-Officer,  Oomdtf,  North  Atlantic  HUtvTcading  l^quadron. 

ietitiled  report  of  Acting  Master  Woodward,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  1 
execution  of  ordera  in  Hatlcraa  InM,  North  Carolina. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Shawshebh, 
Pamlico  Sound,  April  5,  XSeM 

SiB:  III  obedience  to  youi-  orders   I   proceeded  to  the  inlet  with 
schooner  Napoleon  and  towed  her  to  sea  without  much  trouble;  then 

I  took  lighter  alongside  the  schooner /?.  J.  idawnor  to  lighten  her;  sup- 
plied myself  with  coals  from  the  Charlotte  Williams,  she  being  deei>est 

I  draft,  and  gave  her  orders  to  proceed  to  Powell's  Point  to  report  to 
j  Captain  Weixien;  also  gave  orders  tw  scliooner  Neptnne  to  proceed  to 

I  Boanoke  Island  to  report  to  Captain  Wcrden,  those  Ix-ing  all  the  coal 
'  schooners  at  the  inlet  for  the  Navy.    Fonnd  the  schooner  Charles  H.  Mol- 
I  Iw  with  stores;  pave  him  orders,  aft#r  towing  him  over  the  swash,  to 

proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  New  Berne,  to  report  to  you  on  his  arrival, 
I  and  to  anchor  below  the  barricade.     After  lightening  the  Raynor  up  to 
;  8  feet,  towed  hiui  over  the  swash.    Went  Ut  the  steamer  Sutcanee,  took 

I  7.'}  boxes  of  shell  for  ]0u-])ounder  Parrott  guns,  the  boxes  in  bad  condi- 
tion, and  one  cask  of  packing;  then  took  lighter  up  over  the  swash  and 

I  put  ammunition  on  Iward  the  Raynor  again,  and  gave  him  orders  to 
'  proceed  to  New  Berne  and  report  to  you  on  his  arrival,  and  to  aucbor 
I  below  the  barricacle,     Ilaving  met  two  coal  schooners  on  their  way  here, 
I  I  believe  I  did  right  in  sending  the  remnining  two  to  lioatioke  Island. 

I  examined  the  Neuse  Kiver  light  boat  and  fonnd  her  in  fair  condition, 
i  perfectly  tight,  and  lamp  tixtores  nearly  complete,  good  ground  tackle, 
■  6t<;.    The  hoisting  chains  to  lamp  have  been  taken  away.    There  is  one 

howitzer  carriage  on  boani,  two  spare  warps  or  hawsers,  and  a  quan- 
I  Hty  of  stores,  consisting  of  the  following  articles;   Five  barrels  beef, 
:  8  barrels  rice,  21  barrels  bread,  7  barrels  dried  apples,  4  barrels  beans, 
I  3  barrels  vinegar,  1  barrel  molasses,  4  boxes  cheese,  2  boxes  tea,  2 

boxes  coffee,  and  several  water  barrels.    The  Howard  and  Granite  were 
ready  to  leave  when  I  arrived  down.     Having  done  all  as  directed  in 

1  your  letter  of  instructions.  I  left  the  inlet  for  New  Berne  at  5  p.  m.,  5th 
instant.    Passed  on  the  way  here  schooner  C,  li,  Mollcr,  bound  here,  and 

J  schooner  Palma,  lionnd  out. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  J.  WOODWABD, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  V.  8.  8.  Shawskcen. 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Comdg.  U,  S.  Naval  Farces,  Sonnds  of  North  Caroliin 

hder  of  the  Scorctarg  of  the  Navj/  to  Flag-Officcr  Qold^borough,  U.  8, 
Navy,  for  the  restriction  of  unauthorized  trading. 

Navy  Depabtmbbt,  April  ■5,  ise3. 
StK:  It  is  not  unlikely  that  some  vessels  may  make  their  appearance 

t  Old  Point,  or  in  that  vicinity,  for  the  purpose  of  tradiug  with  the 

4 r.B.     I 
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army  and  naval  forces  without  authority  to  do  so.    None  should  be 
allowed  there  without  the  permission  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy 
Departments,  and  should  you  discover  any  that  have  not  such  permis- 

sion you  will  seize  them  and  send  them  into  port  for  adjudication. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-OflScer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Oomdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roa^ji, 

Letter  from  Major- General   Wooly   U,  8.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Oolds- 
boroughj  U.  8.  Navy^  giving  information  regarding  Confederate  vessels. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe^  Va,,  April  5, 1862. 

Sir:  It  is  reported  to  me  that  the  Virginia  was  in  the  dry  dock  last 
night  with  coal  on  board  and  two  new  guns.  She  is  expected  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  dock  to-day.  The  Yorktowny  Jamestown,  Teaser,  and 
four  other  gunboats  are  at  Norfolk.  Captain  Pegram  is  to  command 
the  Virginia. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
John  E.  Wool, 

Major- General. 
Flag-OfBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads. 

Report  of  Commander  Rotcan,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant Murray,  U,  8.  Navy,  regarding  condition  of  affairs  at  Washing- 

ton, N.  C. 
U.  8.  S.  Philadelphia, 

Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  April  5,  1862. 

Sir:  The  general  has  sent  the  enemy's  wounded  to  Washington.  I 
sent  the  Albemarle  to  land  them,  but,  by  stupidity  or  accident,  Mr. 
Chase  ran  her  on  the  piles,  when  she  sank  immediately.  The  Delaware 
was  fortunately  in  sight  and  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  wounded  men 
then  on  board.  To  guard  against  any  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  then  in  the  Pamlico,  I  dispatched  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Murray  in  the  Louisiana, 

The  condition  of  affairs  in  Washington  may  be  inferred  from  Captain 
Murray's  report,  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces,  8ounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8quadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Endorsement.] 

Respectfully  forwarded.  The  Albemarle,  the  vessel  alluded  to,  was  a 
prize  steamer  taken  at  Kew  Berne. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Flag-Officer. 

April  16, 1862. 



204        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  8.  S.  Louisiana, 
Off  Fete  Berne,  N.  0.,  April  5, 1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  2d,  by  some  delay  not 
sent  to  me  until  the  3d,  I  proceeded  to  Washington,  N.  C,  arriving  at 
the  obstructions  below  on  the  evening  of  the  latter  day,  where  I  found 
the  Delaware  and  Brinker. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  I  went  up  to  the  town  in  company  with 
the  Delaware  and  put  myself  in  communication  with  some  of  our  friends. 
I  learned  that  Mr.  liespice  (the  mayor)  had  been  taken  out  of  his  bed 
the  night  before  and  carried  off;  that  a  detachment  of  cavalry  was  iu 
the  neighborhood  for  the  ])urpose  of  arresting  the  Union  men,  and  iu 
consequence  most  of  the  respectable  people  had  left  town  for  the  woods, 
a  reign  of  terror  prevailing. 

The  report  that  the  Confederate  army  was  marching  from  Kinston 
on  New  Berne  is  not  fully  sustained. 

I  returned  over  the  obstructions  before  night,  and  proceeded  to  visit, 
and  finally  to  destroy,  by  blasting  and  fire,  a  fortification,  partially 
masked,  which  up  to  tills  present  time  had  escaped  our  observation. 
It  was  a  formidable  affair,  with  barrack  accommodations  for  a  thousand 
troops,  situated  on  the  right  bank,  about  2  miles  below  the  obstruc- 

tions. I  also  visited  the  Albemarle  in  company  with  the  commanding 
ofiicers,  engineers,  and  carpenters.  She  was  i)ronounced  a  total  loss, 
and  1  ordered  her  destruction.    She  was  on  fire  when  we  left. 

]  think  the  disaster  to  the  Albemarle  the  result  of  negligence  or 
incapacity. 

I  send  you  Confederate  dates  to  31st  March,  and  remain,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, A.  Murray, 

Lieutenanty  Commanding. 
Commander  S.  C.  liowAN,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg,  in  Albemarle  and  Pamlico  Sounds^  North  Carolina. 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  at  Beaufort, 
N.  C,  of  the  prize  steamer  Old  North  State. 

IT.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  April  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  the  safe  arrival  at  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
of  the  ])rize  steamer  Old  North  State,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
McCook,  which  left  here  on  the  Ist  instant  for  Core  Sound  and  success- 

fully ran  past  Fort  Macon  in  the  night.  She  is  now  performing  good 
service  in  transporting  troops  across  the  Bogue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  C.  KOWAN, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockadiiuj  Squadron,  Hampton  Road^. 

P.  S. — I  would  also  inform  you  that  the  Ellis  has  assumed  a  position 
in  Core  Sound.  The  Granite,  1  fear,  draws  too  much  water  to  enter  the 
sound. 

8.  C.  R. 
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Report  of  Commander  RowaUj  U.  8.  N'avy,  giving  information  of  an atta>ck  by  the  blockading  squadron  upon  Fort  Ma<;on^  N,  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  Neiv  Berncj  N.  C,  April  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  an  aid  of  General  Parke  arrived 
here  this  afternoon  from  Beaufort,  and  by  him  I  am  informed  that  a 
fire  was  opened  upon  the  fort  yesterday  afternoon  by  the  blockading 
squadron,  which  was  kept  up  for  about  one  hour  and  a  half. 

General  Parke  is  getting  his  rifle  gun  and  mortars  in  position  as  fast 
as  possible. 

I  am,  very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  0.  Rowan, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  Naval  Forces,  8ounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  BlockufUng  8quadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  McClellnn,  U.  8.  Army^  to  FUig-Officer  Golds- 
boroughy  TJ.  8.  Navy^  regarding  operations  against  Yorktovm,  Va. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Five  Miles  from  Yorktown,  April  5, 1863 — 10:30  p.  m. 

My  Dear  Flag-Officer:  The  rebels  are  close  in  my  front  and  we 
have  had  sharp  cannonading  most  of  the  afternoon,  with  but  little  loss 
on  our  side,  some  eight  or  ten  killed.  Our  neighbors  are  in  a  very 
strong  position,  their  left  at  Yorktown  (strongly  entrenched  with  numer- 

ous guns),  thence  extending  along  the  line  of  the  Warwick  Eiver  to 
its  mouth.  This  river  is  some  7  feet  deep  to  a  point  near  Lee's  Mill, 
banks  marshy  and  almost  impassable:  from  point  to  point  they  have 
batteries.  The  roads  are  inferior  and  I  have  had  great  difficulty  in 
moving.  To-morrow  I  shall  spend  in  making  reconnoissances,  in  repair- 

ing the  roads,  getting  up  supplies,  and  establishing  my  depot  at  Ship 
Point.  I  can  not  turn  Yorktown  without  a  battle,  in  which  1  must  use 
heavy  artillery  and  go  through  the  preliminary  operations  of  a  siege. 
The  reconnoissances  of  to-morrow  will  enable  me  to  form  a  pretty  cor- 

rect judgment  of  what  I  have  to  meet  and  the  best  way  of  overcoming 
the  difficulties  before  me.  Naval  cooperation  seems  to  me  more  essen- 

tial than  ever.  I  can  best  give  you  my  ideas  by  to-morrow  night.  I 
learn  that  the  Mystic  has  reached  you.  Will  you  be  able  to  put  her  at 
the  Yorktown  batteries  if  I  find  it  necessary! 

If  I  find  the  position  as  strong  as  I  now  anticipate,  I  will  probably 
propose  to  you  that  I  shall  get  my  siege  guns  and  mortars  in  battery 
to  open  simultaneously  with  the  action  of  such  naval  vessels  as  you  can 
spare. 

Keenforcements  are  said  to  be  arriving  from  Richmond  and  Norfolk. 
I  fear  our  Severn,  [  Va.],  expedition  may  be  impracticable.  I  received 

this  morning  a  dispatch  from  the  Adjutant-General  informing  me  that 
McDowell's  corps  (some  35,000  men)  had  been  withdrawn  from  my 
command.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  nothing  could  have  astonished 
me  more.  I  received  the  dispat<;h  while  listening  to  the  rebel  guns,  and 
was  well  assured  that  I  required  all  the  force  I  had  counted  ui>on.  I 
shall  send  this  through  Missroon  and  ask  him  to  read  it. 
Do  let  me  hear  from  you  occasionally;  as  often  as  your  duties  will 

permit* 



[  r.aii  tell  you  better  to-mormw  evening  about  the  Severn  [Rival 
Erginia,!  aud  will  ask  MissrooL  to  come  to  sei'  me  toniorrow. 

Ever  your  friend, 
Geo.  B.  McOlbllan, 

ilajor- General,  Commanding^ 
Inag-OfBcer  (lOLDSuoitorCrH, 

CommaHdhig  Squadron. 

!•((«(■  from  Flag-Op'Cer  Ooldahorowjh,   U,  S.  Jfavy,  to  Major-Gem 
r  McGlellan,   C  S.  Army,  regard inif  proposed  operatiotiH  iigninxt   " town,  Va. 

II.  S.  8.  MlNNBBOTA, 

Hampton  Roads,  Sunoco/,  April  (!.  18(13— 3:30  p.  m. 
|Mt  Dear  Gbkebal:  Just  thia  inomeut  received  your  dispatcli  of 

_5wt  niglit.  The  Mystic  in  not  here,  nor  do  I  exi)ect  her  for  some  time 
to  come.  Until  the  guns  on  (Uoucester  Point  be  tnrneil  by  the  move- 

ment up  the  Severn  it  will  be  wholly  impracticable,  in  luy  judgment, 
lor  the  small  naval  force  I  can  now  detiiil  to  assist  you  to  uttack  the 
forts  at  Vorktown  and  Gloueester  with  iiny  prospect  of  Buccess,  unless, 
forsooth,  it  be  practicable  to  run  past  those  forts  at  night  and  so  get 
ou  the  inside  of  them  and  assail  them  in  flauk.  Of  this  Missroon  may 
judge.  Tell  him  what  1  say.  Yon  know  my  position  iiere.  I  dare  not 
leave  the  Mmimack  and  consorts  unguarded.  Were  she  out  of  the 
way  everything  1  have  here  should  be  at  work  in  your  behalf;  but  as 
things  stand  you  must  not  count  ui>on  my  sendin;;;  any  more  vessels  to 
aid  your  operations  than  those  1  mentioned  to  you.  Some  of  them  are 
now  at  and  abont  York  River,  under  Missroon,  and  the  other  three  I 
hold  here  to  move  with  your  divisiou  u|»  the  Severn  if  yon  still  intend 

to  send  over  there,  and  if  you  do  not,  1  shall  send  them  ofl"  to  Missroon on  being  informed  of  the  fact  by  you. 
I  wish  it  had  been  in  your  power  to  carry  out  the  plau  of  landing  at 

the  Sand  Box,  up  the  Severn,  and  ruoving  Item  Fort  Monroe  and  about 
Newport  News  simultaneonsly.  Will  you  uot  still  have  serious  diffi- 

culty in  your  way  in  marching  a  force  from  Shipping  [Ship]  Point  to 
Yorktowu ! 

The  moment  you  tell  me  of  your  intention  not  to  carry  oat  the  Sev- 
ern movement  I  shall  dispatch  the  three  vessels  now  here  for  York 

River  service  to  Missroon,  but  until  1  do  hear  from  you  on  the  subject 

I  shall  keep  them  ou  hantl  ready  for  a  spring  at  a  moment's  notice. 
Write  me  or  telegraph  as  often  as  you  can.  I  feel  an  inteuse  interest 

in  you  and  ycnir  operations. 

I   
    

 
In  great  haste,  yo

urs,  most  truly  
and  faithfully, L.    M.   GOLDSBOKOITGH.1

 

M4ior-<ieueral  GEORfiE  B.  McOlellan, 
tjommanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Yorhtoicn,  Va. 

ftli 

wt 

4 
etltr  front  C'ommnndir  Mitsroaa,  U.  S.  Navy,  io  Major- General  McCfci 
Ian,  i',  iS.  Army,  regarding  the  ertensive  defenses  of  Yorklown,  Va. 

[U.  S.  S.j  WacHUSBTT,  April  5  [6],  1863—11:45  a.  m. 
[  My  Dear  Genkbaj.  :  I  received  your  note  of  4th  last  evening,  pro- 

ving to  me  to  shell  at   long  range  today  noon.     I  was  prepared  to 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        207 

do  SO  with  three  ̂ nboats  to-day.  At  daylight  this  morning  we  had 
the  first  clear  view,  which  disclosed  vast  additions  to  the  fortifications 
of  which  I  had  the  plans — so  vast  that  these  boats  would  be  destroyed 
in  twenty  minutes. 

I  have  to-day  discovered  the  position  of  the  masked  battery  of  four 
10-iuch  guns,  to  which  have  been  added  extensive  works,  and  some 
more  guns  have  been  reported.  I  am  now  trying  to  draw  its  fire  by 
advancing  and  firing  at  long  ranges;  so  far  without  effect. 

1  have  this  moment  received  your  note  of  yesterday  of  11  p.  m.  It 
came  too  late  for  me  to  get  to  you  today.  I  wish  I  could;  but,  my 
dear  sir,  I  am  without  officers.  I  have  not  one  with  whom  I  dare  to 
leave  this  vessel.    None  have  any  experience  whatever. 

I  saw  your  troops  advancing  along  Wormley's  Creek  toward  the 
masked  battery  of  four  10-inch  guns.  Until  these  are  taken  I  can  not 
advance  with  this  range.  When  these  are  taken  they  can  be  turned  on 
the  water  battery  which  lies  nearest  to  us,  and  wbich  has  lately  been 
made  more  extensive  also,  as  I  see  by  the  new  earth. 
When  you  take  the  Wormley's  Creek  we  can  have  uninterrupted 

communication  at  any  and  all  times.  The  view  is  good  from  where  I 
am.  Your  signal  officer  did  not  come  on  board,  and  would  be  very 
serviceable  if  here. 

I  am,  with  the  commanders  of  the  two  vessels  with  me,  anxious  to 
assist  you;  but  you  see  the  cost  of  its  attempt  in  the  existing  state 
of  things.  Depend  on  it,  all  the  fortifications  have  been  largely 
increased. 

Our  want  of  officers  is  a  hard  trial,  and  my  presence  is  a  necessity 
to  my  vessel;  yet,  if  you  still  wish  it  at  any  time  that  I  should  join 
you,  I  will  do  so. 

Your  views  in  writing  will  be  carried  out  faithfully,  if  possible,  or  by 
signsd.  If  you  want  me  to  take  the  boats  under  fire  say  so,  and  it 
shall  be  done  at  once,  no  matter  at  what  cost. 

I  am  writing  tliis  on  deck  while  firing. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  S.  MiSSBOON. 

General  Qboege  B.  McClellan. 

Letter  from  Brigadier- Oeneral  Hotrard,  U.  S.  Army^  to  Acting  Master 
Shanklandj  U.  S.  Ifavy,  requesting  cooperation. 

Headquarters  Howard's  Brigade, 
Shipping  [Ship]  Point,  Va.j  April  6, 1862. 

Captain:  Oeneral  Howard  directs  me  to  request  you  at  once  to 
reconnoiter  the  Poquosin  River  and  ascertain  what  facilities  there  are 

on  that  river  for  transporting  supplies  to  Howard's  [Harwood's]  bridge. Also  to  see  if  any  transports  can  be  found  in  that  river. 
Will  you  also  send  one  boat  to  the  Spaidding  to  be  subject  to  the 

order  of  Colonel  Miller,  while  he  is  landing  commissary  stores! 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  D.  Sew  all, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Captain  Shanexand, 

C  8.  Ounboat  Currituck. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Miasroonj  V.  S.  Xary,  to  Major-General  McGleU 
Ian  J  U.  S.  Armi/j  giving  additional  information  regarding  the  fortiJioO' 

.  tiona  in  York  River y  Virginia, 

Sunday,  April  6',  1863 — i  p.  w. 
My  Dear  CJenkral:  1  have  received  your  favor  of  this  date  by 

Colonel  Key,  and  liasten  to  say  that  1  have  already  written  you  via 
Shipping  l^hij)]  Point  in  reply,  giving  my  reasons  for  not  having  joined 
you.  The  time  j'ou  proposed  to  proceed  with  me  hsul  elapsed,  and  par- 

ticularly the  difficulties  of  my  leaving  my  vessel,  owing  to  the  want  of 
officers  of  exj)erience  to  take  care  of  her. 

1  have  explained  in  nij'  note  of  to-day,  and  have  repeated  to  Colonel 
Key,  the  greatly  increased  strength  of  the  fortifications  as  seen  from 
this  position.  The  forts  at  (lloucestor  are  very  formidable  indeed,  and 
the  water  batteries  of  Yorktown  have  evidently  been  increased  in 
dimensions  within  a  few  days,  as  indicatx>d  by  the  new  earth. 

As  I  pointed  out  to  you  in  our  interview,  the  works  to  be  most  appre- 
hended (though  thej'  all  are  too  formidable  for  our  vessels  or  three  or 

four  times  their  numbers  and  class)  are  the  guns  in  mask,  about  one- 
fourth  to  one  half  of  a  mile  this  side  of  Yorktown,  which  position  I 
pointed  out  to  Colonel  Key. 

The  enemy  are  still  on  (Jloucester  Point;  how  strong  1  can  not  say. 
So  long  as  he  holds  that  formidable  work  (or,  indeed,  u])per  and  lower 
work)  we  surely  can  not  command  the  York  Kiver.  All  the  gunboats 
of  the  Navy  would  fail  to  take  it,  but  would  be  destroyed  in  the  attempt; 
yet  I  will  not  hesitate  to  try  the  exjieriment,  if  required  to  do  so,  with 
the  force,  however  inadequate. 

1  have  explained  to  Colonel  Key  that  if  you  tum  the  masked  works 
which  1  (ired  on  to-day  and  received  its  lire  in  return,  the  guns  would 
command  the  next  wjitt»r  battery,  which  is  about  the  fifth  of  a  mile  from 
it,  toward  Yorktown,  as  it  ap])ears  from  this  ship. 

With  those  two  batteries  carried,  this  force  might  approach  near 
enough  to  shell  Yorktown  at  long  range,  but  nothing  more.  These 
vessels  of  this  (•lass  are  not  <*.alcalated  for  closer  or  heavier  work. 

As  1  could  not  go  in  time  to  reach  you  to-day,  as  requested,  I  sent, 
after  dispatching  my  letter  to  you,  the  second  in  rank.  Lieutenant  Com- 

manding Clitz,  to  conler  with  you;  and  now,  with  Colonel  Key,  I  pro- 
ceed to  Wormley's  Cn^ek  to  meet  you  or  General  Heintzelman. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.   S.   MiSSBOON, 
Commanding, 

(ieneral  (iEOBge  H.  MgClellan. 

Order  of  Commander  Rotran,  V,  S,  Xarj/j  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Behm,  U.  IS,  yary,  to  proceed  to  Elizabeth  City, 

U.  8.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  yew  Heme,  April  7, 1^62. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  South  field  under  your  conunand  to 
Albemarle  Sound.     Yon  will  find  Captain  Werden  in  the  iStartt  and 

Stripes  off  Powell's  Point,  to  whom  you  will  report,  and  then  proceed 
without  delay  to  Elizabeth  City  and  report  to  Captain  Flusser. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  C.  KOWAN, 

Commanding  Karal  Forres,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  Conidg.  C.  F.  AV.  Behm, 

Commanding  l\  S.  S.  Southftehi  off  New  Berne. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Brainej  U.  8.  Navy, 
regarding  orders. 

Navy  Department,  April  7, 186J^. 
Sir:  Please  inform  tbe  Department  why  you  awaited  its  orders  at 

Baltimore  (telegraphing  it  to  that  effect)  when  you  had  before  you 
orders  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  to  return  to  your  station  off 
Wilmington,  etc.,  and  to  be  there  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  D.  L.  Braine, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello,  off  WilmingtoUy  N.  C. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Mettsra,  Dunham  &  Co.,  New 
York,  urging  the  early  sailing  of  the  steamer  Ericsson, 

Navy  Department,  April  7, 1862. 
You  will  please  direct  the  captain  of  the  Ericsson  to  proceed  with 

that  vessel  as  early  as  possible  to  Hampton  Boads  and  report  to  Flag- 
Officer  GoMsborough.    It  is  desirable  that  the  Eri<isson  should  sail 
before  Wednesday  if  you  can  get  her  off. 

I  am,  respectfully, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Dunham  &  Co., 
New  York. 

Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  movements  in 
cooperation  with  tlie  army  against  Confederate  defenses  in  York  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

At  anchor  between  Sand  Box  and  Wormley^s  Creek,  April  8, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  reached  this  anchorage,  after  a  passage  of  four  hours,  at 

11:10  a.  m.  on  the  5th  instant,  after  having  dispatched  the  Penobscot, 
with  tlie  Currituck,  to  Ship  Point. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Clitz  found  the  battery  at  that  place  in 
possession  of  our  troops.  The  Currituck  was  left  there  upon  the  requi- 

sition of  General  McClellan  for  <<a  small  gunboat  to  remain  till  the 
l)ost  should  bo  well  occupied."  The  Penobscot  reported  to  me  at  this 
place  (where  I  found  the  Marblehead)  a  few  hours  after. 

On  the  same  day  1  received  a  communication  from  General  Mc(31ellan 
asking  such  assistance  as  we  might  be  able  to  render,  about  noon  on 
the  0th,  by  throwing  shell  into  Yorktown,  if  it  could  be  done  without 
seriously  exposing  the  vessels,  in  order  to  divert  the  enemy.  Arrange- 

ments were  made  accordingly  to  proceed  at  the  time  intimated  to 
attack  at  long  shell  range  the  nearest  water  battery  in  view  at  the 
time,  if  not  prevented  by  intervening  works,  and  which  is  situated  an 
eighth  of  a  mile  or  more  in  advance  than  represented  in  the  sketch  we 
possess  of  the  enemy's  works. 

To  reach  Yorktown  it  was  necessary  to  dislodge  the  gunners  from 
that  water  battery,  which  has  lately  been  very  much  increased  in 
dimensions,  as  shown  by  the  addition  of  new  earth,  as  have  all  the 
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fortifieations  botli  at  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point.  At  the  latter 
place  additional  and  more  elevated  works  have  been  erected  than  those 
of  wliicli  we  had  information. 

The  i)ositi()n  of  the  masked  battery  having  now  become  an  object 
of  much  concern,  as  on  it  would  depend  our  first  advance,  and  the  day 
bcinp:  hazy,  a  clearer  inspection  at  early  dawn  on  the  following  day, 
Gth,  revealed  the  four  large  columbiads  but  indistinctly,  of  which  we 
liswl  notice,  behind  some  mere  fringe  wood,  near  the  position  represented 
in  the  sketch  of  the  enemy's  works.  To  assure  myself  of  the  strength 
of  this  battery,  and  to  get  our  own  longest  ranges,  I  ran  in  nbout  noon 
of  the  Gth  with  the  Wachnsett^  Penobscot,  and  Marhlehead  and  threw  in 
a  few  shells  from  each  of  these  vessels,  several  of  which  falling  among 
them.  The  enemy  opened  from  a  concealed  rifle  cannon  of  heavy  caliber 
under  the  masked  battery,  which  threw  near  and  far  beyond  us,  but 
withheld  tljc  fire  of  tlie  columbiads,  which  were  manned  at  the  time,  in 
expectation  of  our  nearer  approach,  when  the  vessels  immediately 
withdrew  just  out  of  range,  having  accx)mplished  in  several  particulars 
the  object  of  the  movement. 

This  work  is  very  formidable,  both  from  its  heavy  cannon,  its  exten- 
siveness,  and  its  very  elevated  position,  which  enables  it  to  throw  a 
plunging  fire  upon  the  decks  of  these  gunboats,  as  well  as  a  horizontal 
fire  from  its  rifle  cannon. 

The  c(>ntemi>lated  movements  of  General  McClellan  Jibout  noon  of 
the  Gth  were  not,  however,  made  by  him. 

The  balhxm  observations  also  show  its  construction  and  strength  to 
be  formidable  to  any  attack  from  the  the  rear  by  troops,  while  its 
masked  situntion  renders  it  a  very  indistinct  target  from  the  vessels. 
1  think  it  alone  would  destroy  all  the  vessels,  while  it  would  re<?eive 
little  or  no  injury  from  our  tire. 

The  balloon  survey  also  shows  that  it  is  only  vulnerable  to  the  can- 
non in  Yorktown,  so  that  should  we  gain  it  by  a  land  attack  our  troops 

could  be  driven  out  l\v  a  concentrated  fire  from  that  ])ointu 
All  the  works  on  the  river  sides  are  extremely  formidable,  fnr  more 

so  tlian  we  have  had  any  idea  ot,  and  I  learn  that  works  on  the  land 
side  are  very  extensive,  reaching  sicross  the  peninsula.  To  attack  the 
works  on  the  river  front  several  heavy  frigates  or  vessels  of  much 
endurance  would  be  necessary  to  insure  success. 

AVhile  the  now  unmasked  batteries  of  columbiads  and  rifle  cannon 

remain  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  it  [they]  forms  a  complete  barrier  to 
these  vessels,  to  pass  which  would  only  insure  their  destructicm.  This 
ojunion  is  sustnined  decidedly  by  all  the  commanding  oflicers  with  me, 
1  have  so  informed  (leneral  >lcClellan,  while  stating  that  such  a  requisi- 

tion would  only  be  justifiable  by  the  most  urgent  necessity.  1  believe 
that  this  is  also  the  opinion  of  those  generals  who  have  lately  made 
balloon  observations. 
The  ])resence  of  these  vessels  is  very  im]iortant  to  the  army  for  the 

prot(M'tion  of  their  transports,  the  enemy  having  several  steamers  and 
aruH'd  scnooners  in  the  river  which  appear  to  be  zealous  and  indefati- 

gable in  their  movements. 
The  Octorara  would  be  the  most  serviceable  vessel  on  this  station,  on 

account  of  her  light  draft  and  heavy  rifle  guns. 
UespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   S.  MiSSROON, 
Commander. 

riag-Offieer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOROUGn, 
Comdg.  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrony  Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  Major-General  McClellan,  U.  8.  Army^  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
boroughj  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  conditions  in  York  River, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Near  YorJctotvn,  April  8y  1862. 

My  Dear  Flag-Offioer  :  Your  kind  letter  received.  From  the 
information  received  thus  far  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  ̂^ masked 
battery"  on  the  river  bank  below  Yorktown  is  not  in  existence,  but  that 
the  gun  fired  upon  Missroon  was  from  the  advanced  bastion  of  the  place 
itself. 

Porter  thinks  that  he  has  found  a  place  from  which  we  can  enfilade 
their  water  batteries.  I  go  there  in  a  few  minutes  to  look  at  it.  Should 
it  prove  to  be  Bo.we  can  enable  the  gunboats  to  take  an  effective  part 
in  the  contest.  The  weather  is  infamous  (has  been  raining  hard  for  the 
last  twelve  hours  and  still  continues),  the  roads  are  horrid,  and  we  have 
the  devil's  own  time  about  supplies. 

I  have  made  strong  representations  as  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  First 
Corps,  which  has  forced  me  to  abandon  the  Severn  movement,  and  hope 
the  President  may  be  induced  to  change  his  order.  Prisoners  say  that 
Joe  Johnston  has  assumed  command ;  that  heavy  reenforcements  are 
arriving,  and  that  they  intend  to  fight  the  great  battle  here.  I  am 
probably  weaker  than  they  now  are,  or  soon  will  be,  but  I  will  whip 
them  in  spite  of  the  fsM^t  that  50,000  men  have  been  withdrawn  from 
my  command  since  1  commenced  the  operation. 

This  reduction  of  force  necessitates  more  caution  on  my  part. 
The  position  of  the  enemy  is  immensely  strong,  but  we  are  learning 

more  of  it  every  hour.  Our  men  behave  splendidly — brave  and  patient 
as  men  can  be. 

I  will  communicate  with  Missroon  this  morning,  and  write  you  frilly 
tonight. 

In  great  haste,  sincerely,  your  friend, 
Geo.  B.  McOlellan, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Qoldsborough, 

[XJ.  8.  8.\  Minnesota. 

Porter's  camp  is  just  off  shelling  range ;  his  pickets  and  sharpshooters 
are  near  enough  to  pick  off  their  cannoneers. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  fla^- officers  commanding  block- 
ading squadrons^  transmitting  information  of  the  arrival  at  Bermuda  of 

the  steamer  Herdldj  carrying  munitions  of  war. 
Kavy  Department,  April  8, 1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  dispatch 
No.  14,  received  at  the  Department  of  State  from  the  I^.  S.  consul  at 
Bermuda,  respecting  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  the  steamer  Herald^ 
with  a  vsJuable  cargo  of  arms  and  munitions. 

Be6i>ectfolly,  your  obedient  servant,  Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offlcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 
Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Royals  8.  C. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 
(hmdg.  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^  Key  West^  Fla. 

Flag-Offlcer  D.  G.  Farragut, 
Comdg.  We%iem  Ou\f  Blookading  Squadron^  Ship  IsUmd.^ 
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[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Bermuda^  March  24^  1S63. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  British  side- wheel  steamer  Herald^ 
of  Dublin,  rei)orted  fourteen  days  from  Madeira,  arrived  here  this  morn- 

ing. She  is  consigned  to  J.  T.  Bourne,  agent  for  the  so-called  Southern 
Confederacy.  She  is  a  Jong,  narrow  iron  vessel  of  about  600  tons  bur- 

den, and  draws  but  9  feet  of  water;  is  white  below  water  line  and  black 
above;  has  one  smokestack  and  two  masts,  with  yards  on  the  foremast. 
It  is  reported  she  is  to  take  the  cargo  of  the  Bermuda^  but  from  her 
appearance  I  should  think  she  has  on  board  a  full  cargo.  The  steamers 
Bermuda  and  Southwick  are  still  here.  I  think  the  Southwick  will  leave 
soon,  and  presume  the  cargo  of  the  Bermuda  will  be  reshipped.  They 
have  tried  to  get  storage  for  it,  but  as  there  is  a  large  (luantity  of  pow- 

der the  authorities  will  not  allow  it  to  be  landed.  Fourteen  men  came 
as  passengers  in  the  Bermuda.  They  are  supposed  to  be  Southerners. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
C.  M.  Allen, 

Consul. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State, 

Washingtan,  J).  C. 

Report  of  Commander  Mhsroon^  U.  S.  Navy,  regardin{f  the  formidable 
charact^  of  the  fortificaiions  in  York  River, 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
At  anchor  between  Sand  Box  and  Wormleipa  Creek,  April  9, 1S62. 

Sir:  In  my  official  communication  of  the  7th  [8th]  instant,  I  had  the 
honor  to  inform  you  of  the  extremely  formidable  character  of  the  forti- 

fications and  of  their  commanding  ])osition  upon  this  river.  1  should 
have  exemplified  their  power  by  a  comparison  with  tho  works  on  Hil- 

ton Head,  S.  C,  which  engaged  the  entire  fleet  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont 
for  four  hours.  From  my  inspection  of  the  works  on  Hilton  Head  I 
should  say  that  they  were  not  so  powerful  by  50  per  centum,  at  least,  as 
those  now  before  us;  nor  can  we  ascertain  with  certainty  the  existence 
of  concealed  works,  as  no  deserters  come  in  to  us. 

An  inspection  of  the  river  and  chart  shows  that  the  works  on  both 
sides  of  it  are  so  admirably  located  with  regard  to  mutual  protection 
and  assistance  that  I  could  not  engage  one  and  escape  the  concen- 

trated fire  of  tlie  whole.  To  give  good  eff'ect  to  our  fire  we  must  pass 
a  line  drawn  north  and  south  through  Wonnley's  Creek,  when  the 
enemy's  fire  would  probably  destroy,  within  one  hour,  not  only  these 
vessels,  but  a  dozen  like  them,  while  our  ftre,  owing  to  the  position  of 
their  most  advanced  works,  would  inflict  little  injury. 

In  my  communication  of  the  7th  instant  I  intimated  a  desire  to  have 
the  Octorara  with  me.  1  did  not  intend  to  suggest  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  vessels  of  the  gunboat  class,  but  desired  an  exchange  for 
one  of  those  alrea<ly  assigned  to  this  duty,  owing  to  her  lighter  draft 

and  rifle  gun,  much* needed  here.  Indeed,  1  would  prefer  not  to  have an  increase  of  vessels  which  are  so  illy  ciilculated  to  endure  tlu^  fire  of 
land  batteries.  The  more  we  have  the  more  will  be  expected  of  them 
in  the  attack,  while  I  know  they  can  do  but  little  service  in  such  an 
attack.    1  apprehend  that  too  much  is  expected  from  these  vessels  by 
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the  general,  notwithstanding  my  understanding  with  him  in  your  cabin, 
and  your  own  remarks  to  him,  of  their  vulnerability.    I  am  prepared, 
however,  to  attempt  all  of  which  these  vessels  are  capable. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.   S.  MiSSROON, 

Commandey'j  Senior  Naval  O^er  Present. 
Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Qoldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Qoldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  steamer  Ericsson. 

Navy  Depari  mbnt,  April  .9, 1862. 

Sir:  The  steamship  Ericsson  is  to  leave  New  York  to-day  for  Hamp- 
ton Koads  to  report  to  you  for  such  duty  as  you  may  require  of  her  in 

running  down  the  Merrima^ck. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Oomd^.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  FUig- Officer  Oold^tborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rowan, 
U.  S.  Navyy  regarding  the  Confederate  gunboats  building  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Road^,  Virginia,  April  9,  1862, 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  1st  and  2d 
instant. 

I  wrote  to  you  some  days  ago  that  two  plated  gunboats  were  prob- 
ably being  prepared  by  the  enemy  at  Norfolk,  and  that  they  might  be 

intended  for  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina.  Should  they  appear  in 
those  sounds,  you  can,  I  am  satisfied,  readily  capture  or  destroy  them 
with  the  ferryboats  under  your  control  by  running  them  down.  This, 
in  my  judgment,  is  the  only  proper  way  to  accomplish  the  object,  situ- 

ated as  you  are,  and  it  is,  I  think,  morally  certain  to  succeed.  Those 
gunboats,  I  take  it,  can  be  at  most  but  small  aflfairs,  as  the  breadth  of 
the  lock  above  Elizabeth  City  will  not  admit  a  vessel  of  a  greater  beam 
than  17  feet  4  inches,  and  it  is  scarcely  probable  that,  with  your  vigi- 

lance over  the  Ourrituck  link  of  the  Albemarle  Canal,  any  attempt  will 
be  made  to  get  any  into  the  sound  except  by  the  way  of  Elizabeth  City. 

The  Miami  is  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  but  a  vessel  like  her,  with  a 
rudder  at  each  end,  would  not  answer  well  as  a  ram. 

I  have  no  other  information  about  a  solid  road  across  the  Currituck 
link  of  the  Albemarle  Canal  than  what  your  letters  convey. 

It  strikes  me  as  altogether  impracticable  for  you  to  take  the  exclusive 

control  of  any  of  (leneral  Burnside's  vessels  with  things  standing  as 
they  now  do.  Exercise  your  own  discretion  about  letting  the  general 
have  the  use  of  one  of  the  100-pounder  Parrotts. 

I  regret  that  the  general  should  have  persuaded  you  to  sign  the  proc- 
lamation to  which  you  allude.  In  a  military  point  of  view,  he  urged 

upon  you,  in  my  opinion,  a  wrong  proceeding,  and  to  satisfy  him  of  this 
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fact  it  is  only  necessary,  I  think,  to  remind  him  that  it  was  General 
Dix,  commanding  a  department,  and  not  Oeneral  Lockwood,  command- 

ing a  division  of  his  forces,  who  issued  the  proclamation  to  the  people 
of  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia;  nor  was  the  former  present  at  any 
time  among  the  people  to  whom  the  proclamation  applied,  while  the 
latter  was  conimancling  an  armed  force  in  their  midst  to  compel  obedi- 

ence to  what  that  instrument  required. 
There  were  ship]>ed  to  you  from  Baltimore  by  schooner  Charles  H. 

Molla  [A}[oUer],  on  the  19th  ultimo,  7,792  pounds  of  sugar. 
My  situation  here  is  such  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  detail  any 

more  vessels  for  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina.  Besides  the  Merrimack 
and  consorts,  all  of  which  are  now  lying  off  Craney  Island  in  a  state  of 
readiness  to  attack  us  at  any  moment,  I  have  an  expedition  under  Com- 

mander Missroon  to  engage  my  attention,  which  expedition  is  required 
to  cooperate  with  General  McClellan  in  York  River. 

I  am,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag  Officer. 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  measurei 
taken  for  the  restriction  of  unauthorized  trading. 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  JO,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  a(iknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  5th  instant  instructing  me  to  cause  the  seizure  of  vessels  trading 
with  our  army  and  navy  forces  in  this  vicinity  without  permission  from 
Governnieiit.  I  have  taken  measures  to  have  this  order  properly  exe- 
cuteii,  and  Major-General  Wool  has  promised  me  his  cooperation.  I 
have  this  day  received  the  communication  of  the  Department  dated  the 
8th  instant  directing  due  notice  to  be  given  the  postmaster  here  of  the 
d(»])artiire  of  vessels  lor  the  South,  and  also  that  covering  a  copy  of  a 
dis])atcli  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Bermuda  relative  to  the  steamer 
Ilvrald^  which  1  have  caused  to  be  printed  for  circulation.  I  learn  from 
a  letter  of  the  9th  from  the  Department  that  the  steamer  Ericsson  was 
to  have  left  New  York  on  that  day  for  this  place. 

I  am,  very  resi)ect fully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOFGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
lion.  (jIDeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Order  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Acting  Master  Shankland^ 
i\  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S,  S.  Currituck,  to  proceed  to  duty  at 
Ship  Voint,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
York  River,  April  10, 1862. 

Sm:  TTntil  I  shall  make  other  arrangements  than  exist  now  with 
General  McClellan,  you  will  proceed  and  remain  at  Shipping  [Ship] 
Point,  f  Poquosin  Rr\*erl,  for  such  service  and  protection  as  you  may  be^ called  ui>on  to  render  that  post. 
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I  would  wish  you  to  call  here  on  the  13th  for  further  orders.    While 
you  continue  at  Shipping  [Ship]  Point,  there  should  be  an  understand- 

ing with  the  military  commandant  at  that  place,  so  as  to  secure  a  con-, 
current  action  between  the  port  and  your  vessel  in  case  of  necessity. 

Bespectfully, 
J.   S.   MiSSROON, 

Commanding  J  and  Senior  Naval  Officer. 
Acting  Master  W.  F.  Shankland, 

U.  S.  S.  Currituck. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Near  YorJctown,  April  10,  186:2— S:  10  p.  m. 

I  have  had  a  good  view  to-day  of  the  river  defenses  of  Yorktown  and 
Gloucester.  If  you  can  spare  her,  please  send  the  Naugatuck  and  any 
other  small  vessel  with  an  80  or  100  pounder  ritle.  With  such  guns  we 
can  probably  prevent  their  landing  men  and  supplies  from  York  in  day- 

light and  can  annoy  them  much  at  night.  If  X\\^  Mystic  q^w  run  the 
batteries,  she  can  break  up  all  their  communications  by  land  and  dis- 

turb them  terribly,  even  if  she  can  not  drive  them  out  of  the  water 
batteries  by  a  reverse  fire. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-Oeneral. Oommodore  Goldsborough. 

[Telegram.] 

GonfidentiaL]  Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Near  Yorktown,  April  10, 1862 — 10  p.  m. 

Nothing  of  interest  to-day.  Weather  and  roads  a  little  better.  Shall 
make  good  progress  in  landing  heavy  guns  and  supplies  tomorrow. 
Hooker's  division  commenced  arriving.  Fonnd  other  landing  places. 
Examined  water  defenses.  Enemy  strengthening  works  and  receiving 
reenforcements.    Gloucester  well  fortified  on  land  side. 

G.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  movements  of  the  Con- 
federate  schooner  Star. 

Navy  Department,  April  10, 1862. 

Sir:  1  herewith  enclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  dated  12th  ultimo,  re- 
ceived by  the  Department  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Guade- 

loupe, in  relation  to  the  schooner  Star,  which  vessel  is  said  to  be  loading 

with  a  cargo  for  some  port  in  >'orth  Carolina. 
I  am,  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-OfBoer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atluntic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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[EndoBore.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 
Pointe  (i  Pitre^  Guadeloupe,  March  12^  1862. 

Sir:  The  Soathern  schooner  Star,  of  85 Jf  tons,  six  men,  David 
Gaskell,  master,  arrived  in  this  port  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant 
from  Washington,  N.  C,  with  a  cargo  of  60,00<)  shingles,  16,800  staves, 
8  barrels  tar,  and  G  barrels  spirits  of  tari)6iitine,  sold  at  the  following 
rates:  Shingles, $9.14;  staves,  $50.58  per  thousand;  tar,  $5  per  barrel; 
turpentine,  88  cents  per  gallon. 

The  schooner  will  in  a  few  days  effect  her  return  to  Washington, 
laden  with  sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  and  apothecary  ingredients.  Accord- 

ing to  a  conversation  held  by  Captain  Gaskell,  the  wants  of  Washing- 
ton are  great  and  things  of  immediate  necessity  are  held  at  enormous 

prices. 
I  resort  to  the  British  steam  packet  as  the  surest  and  most  expedi- 

tious moile  to  convey  these  facts  to  your  knowledge,  thinking  that  this 
will  reach  you  at  a  due  and  propitious  moment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
H.  TlIlONVILLE, 

U.  8,  Vice- Consul. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  /Staie^  Washingtony  D.  0. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  block- 
ading squadrons^  transmitting  information  regarding  the  shipment  from 

foreign  ports  of  arms  and  munitions  of  tear. 

Navy  Department,  April  lo,  1862. 
Sir:  Enclosed  are  extracts  from  dispatches  received  at  the  Depart- 

ment of  State  respecting  vessels  fitting  out  in  England  or  that  have 
sailed  with  supplies  for  the  insurgents,  viz: 

Concerning  the  Fanny  Letcis,  Annie  Childs,  Rosina  Claypole,  Mary^ 
Kiinigen  Augusta,  and  Oreto  (privateer),  from  dispatches  of  the  consul 
at  Liverpool,  dated  the  12th  and  22d  of  March. 

Concerning  the  Marshal  Ney,  Bahama,  Economist,  Southwick,  Minna, 
and  Pacific,  from  dispatches  of  the  consul  at  London,  dated  the  14 th, 
21st,  and  22d  of  March. 

The  steamer  Bahama  is  reported  at  Hamburg,  March  20,  receiving 
on  board  100,000  muskets.  Her  commander  is  said  to  be  a  native  of 
South  Carolina  and  boasts  of  having  twice  run  the  blockade. 

Most  of  the  vessels  named  have  already  been  brought  to  your  notice. 
Some  of  them  are  heavily  loaded  with  Enfield  rifies  and  munitions 
of  war. 

The  impression  seems  to  be  gaining  ground  that  a  well-organized 
stock  company  has  been  formed  in  England  whose  object  is  to  throw 
supplies  into  the  South.  It  therefore  behooves  the  otlicers  who  have 
been  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  the  blockade  to  strain  every 
nerve  to  thwart  the  purpose  in  view  and  to  cut  off  the  insurgents  from 
all  foreign  aid. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag  Ofticer  Sa3u..  F.  Dxt  Pont. 
FlagOfticer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 
Flag Oflicer  D.  G.  Farragut. 
Flag  Onicer  Wm.  W.  McKean. 
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[  Enclosure.— Extracts.  ] 

From  tlie  U.  S.  cousal  at  Liverpool,  dated  March  12,  1862: 

*  *  *  The  Fanny  LeiciSj  referred  to  in  previous  dispatches,  sailed 
on  Monday  last.  As  yet  there  has  been  no  notice  published  by  the  cus- 

tom-house of  her  clearance,  if  any  was  effected.  Her  cargo  consists  of 
about  900  bags  saltpeter,  229  coils  manila  rope,  40  barrels  and  10  casks 
soda  ash,  28  barrels  caustic  soda,  50  packages  hardware,  lot  machinery, 
625  barrels  gunpowder,  bales  of  cotton,  and  ilaunel  goods,  etc.  The 
powder  was  put  on  in  the  river  just  before  she  sailed.    »    *    » 
From  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  dated  March  22, 1862 : 

*  »  ♦  The  cargo  of  the  rebel  steamer  Annie  Childsj  which  ran  the 
blockage  at  Wilmington  and  arrived  at  this  port  some  days  ago,  was 
634  bales  of  cotton,  788  barrels  rosin,  215f  and  10^  boxes  manufactured 
tobacco,  oue  box  peanuts,  and  one  box,  contents  unknown.  Iler  com- 

mander's name  is  W.  C.  Hammer.  Her  consignees  at  this  place,  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Go.  She  is  an  American  steamer,  was  called  the  Norm 
Carolina,  and  is  said  to  be  [have  been]  owned,  previous  to  her  seizure 

by  the  Confederates,  by  New  Yorkers.  "  I  understand  she  is  to  be  loaded with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  and  sent  back  to  Wilmington.  I  will 
obtain  an  accurate  description  of  her  and  send  it  in  my  next  dispatch. 
A  small  bark,  called  the  Bosina  Claypole,  is  loading  nominally  for  Kings- 

ton, in  Jamaica;  her  cargo  is  intended  for  the  South.  She  will  either 
run  the  blockade  or  land  it  at  some  port  in  the  West  Indies.  She  is 
only  184  tons  burden,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Vickers. 

The  bark  Mary^  formerly  belonging  to  oue  of  the  Southern  ports,  but 
now  sailing  under  the  English  flag,  is  also  taking  on  a  cargo  for  the 
South.    She  will  clear  for  St.  Thomas. 

The  ship  Konigen  AMgusia,  of  610  tons  burden,  commanded  by 
Captain  Schaull,  is  also  taking  in  a  cargo  for  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
She  will  clear  for  Havana.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  all  of  these  vessels 
may  land  their  cargoes  at  some  of  the  West  India  ports  and  run  them 
in  upon  steamers,  rather  than  incur  the  risk  of  running  the  blockade 

with  sailing  vessels.    »    ♦    * 
The  gunboat  Oreto,  so  often  referred  to  in  my  communications  to  the 

Department,  was  reported  in  the  papers  on  Wednesday  last  as  having 
taken  her  final  departure  from  this  port,  but  she  was  back  again  in  the 
river  the  same  evening.  A  part  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Annie  Ghilds 
have  just  left  my  office;  they  tell  me  that  Captain  Bulloch  is  to  com- 

mand the  Oreto,  and  that  four  officers  for  this  vessel  came  over  with 
them  in  the  Childs.  The  names  of  three  are  Young,  Low,  and  Maffet 
or  Maffitt;  the  fourth  was  called  Eddy  on  the  ship;  the  first  two  are 
lieutenants,  and  the  other  two,  last  named,  midshipmen.  They  lurther 
state  that  these  officers  during  the  voyage  wore  naval  uniforms;  that 
they  came  on  the  Childs  at  a  place  called  Smithville,  some  20  miles  down 
the  river  from  Wilmington;  that  it  was  talked  about  and  understood  by 
all  on  board  that  their  object  in  coming  was  to  take  the  command  of  a 
vessel  which  was  being  built  in  England  for  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
They  further  state  that  it  was  understood  in  Wilmington  before  they 
left  that  several  war  vessels  were  being  built  at  Liverpool  for  the  South. 
Information  from  them,  from  the  pilot  who  was  in  charge,  as  well  as 
from  other  confidential  sources,  leads  me  to  believe  that  she,  the  Oreto. 
will  sail  from  here  direct  to  Madeira,  and  from  thence  to  Nassau,  and 
there  will  attempt  to  run  into  one  of  the  Southern  ports.  I  understand 
that  at  least  a  part  of  the  armament,  together  with  several  cases  of 
small  arms,  within  the  last  two  days  have  been  taken  to  her  on  a  flat- 
boat.    •    ♦    ♦ 
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From  the  TJ.  S.  consal  at  London,  dated  March  14, 1862: 

The  Marshal  Ney  has  not  yet  arrived  at  Havre,  consequently  no 
European  officers  have  yet  been  embarked. 

Quite  a  number  of  cannon,  gun  carriages,  and  large  quantities  of 
shell  have  gone  to  Hartlepool,  250  miles  from  here,  to  be  shipped,  £ 
hear,  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Bahama.  This  vessel  is  an  iron  screw, 
245  feet  long,  35  feet  beam,  depth  of  hold  22i^,  and  1,530  tons.  She 
will  receive  all  necessary  attention  from  Mr.  Marshall  of  that  consular 
district.    *    •     * 

1  trust  it  will  be  remembered  at  the  Navy  Department,  and  by  our 
naval  commanders  on  the  Gulf  and  Atlantic  coasts,  that  the  steamers 
Economist  and  tSouihxcick  have  near  40,000  Enfield  rifles,  with  a  large 
quantity  of  powder,  rifled  cannon,  army  clothing,  etc.,  on  boa^ 
designed  for  the  insurgent  States.    ♦    ♦    • 

From  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London,  dated  March  21, 1862: 

♦  •  *  The  rebel  steamer  Minna  did  not  get  out  of  the  dock  until 
last  evening,  and  I  think  will  not  be  got  to  sea  before  to-morrow.  She 
is  very  deep,  with  a  tiill  and,  for  the  Confederates,  valuable  cargo. 
She  is  drawing  17  feet  water  aft  and  14  forward,  and  it  is  said  will  run 
about  9  knots  per  hour.  During  the  present  week  she  has  taken  in 
several  thousand  more  Enfield  rifles  and  has  now  on  board,  we  are  con- 

fident, 10,000,  and  perhaps  double  this  quantity,  several  thousand 
pistols  (revolvers),  sabers,  ball  cartridges,  a  quantity  of  saltpeter,  etc. 
I  fear  an  invoice  can  not  be  procured  until  next  week.  She  will  go  to 
Bermuda,  ISassau,  Matamoras,  or  some  other  convenient  port  for  reship- 
ment,  if  she  can  not  get  into  Fernandiiia,  which,  from  accounts  they 
send  here,  seems  to  be  almost  an  open  port. 

The  steamer  Pacific^  her  captain  said  last  evening,  will  certainly  be 
ready  to  leave  on  Saturday  evening.  She  has  coffee,  tea,  clothing, 
Enfield  rifles,  etc.  She  will  take  out  a  number  of  passengers,  some 
Southerners,  some  foreigners,  surgeons,  and  officers  for  the  rebel  Army. 
I  have  very  direct  information  that  she  will  take  out  some  heavy  rifled 
cannon,  at  least  for  her  own  use.  She  is  called  one  of  the  fastest  boats 
afloat,  and  threats  are  given  out  that  we  shall  fin<l  her  very  trouble- 

some. I  trust,  therefore,  the  Navy  Department  will  give  her  all  neces- 
sary attention.    •     •    • 

From  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London,  dated  March  22, 1862 : 

•  *  •  I  herewith  forward  an  invoice  of  the  cargo  of  the  steamer 
Minna.  You  will  notice  that  her  cargo  is  mostly  made  up  of  tea, 
coffee,  blankets,  leather,  boots  and  shoes,  swords,  knapsacks,  rifles,  etc. 
Only  8,580  rifles  are  invoiced,  but  we  think  there  are  more  on  board; 
also  that  she  has  powder,  saltpeter,  and  revolvers. 

The  Fa^cijic  at  this  time,  4  p.  m.  Saturday,  shows  no  signs  of  moving 
to-day.  I  have  good  authority  for  thinking  she  is  detained  for  a  quan- 

tity of  rifles,  which  are  coming  from  Birmingham.  I  herewith  send  a 
description  of  her,  taken  from  an  American  shipmii^ter  here,  but  as  she 
was  run  on  the  Galway  line,  between  Qalway  and  New  York,  she  must 
be  well  known  to  many  there,  and  by  some  of  our  naval  officers. 

There  are  two  or  three  sailing  vessels  here  which  have  ballasted  with 
coal  and  are  taking  in  assorted  cargoes  for  Nassau.    Should  anything 
be  discovered  to  give  them  a  rebel  complexion,  they  will  be  reported. 

I  am,  sir,  very  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 
F.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 
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Second  appearance  of  the  C.  8.  iS.  Virginia  (Merrimack)  in  Hampton 
RoadSj  April  11  j  1862. 

Beport  of  Flag-Offioer  Goldsborongli,  XT.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSj  Virginia,  April  12^  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Merrimack  and  ('onsorts  all  made  their  appearance  yester- 
day morning  and  remained  between  Sewell's  Point  and  Newport  >ew8, 

ont  of  gnnahot  from  Fort  Monroe  and  the  Eip  Eaps,  until  late  in  the 
afternoon,  when  they  returned  to  their  anchorage  under  Craney  Island. 
Among  the  hundreds  of  sailing  vessels  congregated  here  several  had 
anchored,  contrary  to  my  advice  repeatedly  and  formally  urged  upon 
the  proper  authorities  on  shore,  in  an  exposed  position,  well  over 
toward  Newport  News,  and  three  of  them  were  ca])tured  by  the  enemy's 
vessels.    Except  this  nothing  further  of  any  importance  occurred. 

Had  the  Merrimack  engaged  tlie  Monitor^  which  she  might  have  done, 
I  was  quite  prepared,  wit  h  several  vessels,  to  avail  myself  of  a  favorable 
moment  and  run  her  down.  This  experiment,  however,  must  not  be 
made  too  rashly,  or  until  the  right  opportunity  presents  itself,  as  to 
fail  in  it  would  be  to  enable  the  Merrimack  to  i)lace  herself  before 
Yorktown,  etc. 

I  am,  I  believe,  fully  impressed  with  all  the  considerations  attending 
the  case  in  view,  and  shall  most  certainly  do  my  best  in  the  premises. 

Of  this  the  Department  may  feel  itself  most  fully  assured. 
The  Ericsson  and  Sehago  arrived  last  evening. 
It  is  very  desirable  that  the  new  ironclad  steamer  at  the  navy  yard, 

New  York,  should  be  got  here  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Beport  of  Major-General  Wool,  XT.  S.  Army. 

Fort  Monroe,  April  11, 1862 — 11  a.  m. 
The  Merrimack  came  out  and  planted  herself  between  Newport  News 

and  Sewell's  Point,  with  the  Yorktown  ^udf /amestoicn  and  several  gun- 
boats and  tugs.  The  tugs  <rame  down  as  far  as  Bates'  Dock  and  carried 

off  three  email  vessels,  empty.  Driving  cattle  across  Hampton  Bridge 
this  morning  it  was  broken  down  and  I  could  not  cross;  otherwise  I 
would  have  sent  my  artillery  to  protect  them. 

Brigadier-General  Casey's  division  •  was  quite  near — within  a  mile. 
I  believe  it  is  the  intention  to  strengthen  the  rebels  opposite  the 

Warwick"  Court- House.  Bjigadier-General  Keyes'  cor])s  is  opposite the  rebels.  I  have  telegraphed  McClcIlan  that  the  Yorktown  and 
Jamestown  were  crowded  with  troops  opposite  to  General  Keyes.  I 
have  a  battery  at  Newport  News,  but  Brigadier-General  Mansfield  says 
for  the  want  of  horses  it  is  of  no  use.    Everything  we  had  has  been 

"Qenerst  Casey's  division  was  not  near.  See  Official  Records,  Union  and  Confed- 
•mto  AmiiM,  Vol.  XI,  Pt.  UI,  p.  89. 
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put  ill  requisition  to  aid  the  Army  of  tbe  Potomac;  consequently  we 
are  somewhat  in  a  crippled  condition.    The  roads  are  almost  impassable. 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major- General, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[Telegram.]  v 

Fort  Monroe,  April  11^  1862—5  p,  m, 
Merrifna^k  came  down  toward  the  Monitor  and  Stevens.  The  latter 

fired  four  or  five  rounds  and  the  MerrimacJc  one  round,  when  she,  with 
her  consorts,  returned  to  Craney  Island.  Thus  ends  the  day.  What 
the  night  may  bring  forth  I  am  unable  to  say. 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major- Oen^aL 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  April  iiy  1862. 
(Received  at  Washington,  D.  C,  via  Baltimore, 

April  12—9:25  a.  m.) 
I  said  two  days  since  that  we  were  looking  for  [the]  MerrimacJc  and 

sunshine  together;  both  are  here  this  morning.  Day  opened  bright 

[and]  clear,  with  [the]  broad  expanse  of  Hampton  Roads  almost  unruf- 
lied  oy  wave.  About  7  o'clock  |a]  signal  gun  from  fthe]  Minnesota 
turned  all  eyes  toward  SewelPs  Point,  and,  coming  out  rrom  under  [the] 
land,  almost  obscured  by  [a]  dim  haze,  fthe]  Merrimack  was  seen,  fol- 

lowed by  [the]  Yorktown,  Jamestown,  and  four  small  vessels,  altogether 
soven  in  number.  There  was  instantaneous  activity  among  [the]  trans- 

ports and  vessels  in  [the]  upper  roads  to  get  out  of  [the]  way  [of  the] 
steamboats,  several  of  which  were  crowded  with  troops,  [and]  moved 
down  out  of  danger.  Steam  tugs  ran  whistling  and  screaming  about, 
towing  strings  [^of  ]  vessels  behind  them,  whilst  sloops,  schooners,  and 
brigs,  taking  anvantage  of  what  air  there  was,  got  up  sail  [and]  moved 
out  [of]  harm's  way.  in  [the]  course  [of  an]  hour  [the]  appearance  [of] 
crowded  roads  was  greatly  altered. 

Forest  [of]  masts  between  fortress  [Port  Monroe]  and  Sewell's  Point 
disappeared,  and  [the]  broad,  open  expanse  of  water  bore  on  its  sur- 

face only  [the]  rebel  fleet  and  two  French  and  one  English  men[of-]  war, 
which,  with  steam  up,  still  maintained  position. 

Curious  maneuvers.  8 : 30  o'clock :  For  fthe]  last  hour  the  maneuvers 
of  [the]  rebel  fleet  have  apparently  been  directed  toward  decoying  our 
fleet  up  toward  Sewell's  Point.  When  [the]  Merrimack  first  appeared 
she  stood  directly  across  the  mouth  jof]  Elizabeth  River,  followed  her 
consorts  as  if  they  were  bound  [for]  Newport  News. 

[The]  Merrimack  approached  [the]  English  sloop  of  war,  and  after 
apparently  communicating  with  her,  fell  slowly  and  moved  back  toward 
her  consorts  in  rear.  [The]  French  and  English  vessels  then  moved  up 
as  if  they  had  been  informed  that  [the]  lower  roads  were  to  be  [the] 
scene  of  conflict  and  they  had  been  warned  to  get  out  of  range. 

For  an  hour  [the]  rebel  fleet  kept  changing  position  without  making 
any  decided  advance  in  any  direction. 
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On  our  part  no  movement  was  made.    The  Monitor^  with  steam  up 
and  in  fighting  trim,  laid  quietly  near  her  usual  anchorage.    [The 
Naugatuck  (Stevens'  battery)  came  out  and  took  position  alongside  [the 
Monitor.    Signals  were  exchanged  between  our  vessels,  the  fort,  ana 
Eip  Baps,  but  no  movements  were  made. 

Curiosity  grew  rapidly  into  suspense.  A  bold  stroke.  At  length 
fthe]  Torktown  moved  rapidly  up  and,  after  advancing  well  toward 
Newport  News,  steamed  rapidly  toward  Hampton. 

The  object  was  then  seen  [to]  be  the  capture  of  three  sailing  vessels, 
two  brigs,  and  [aj  schooner,  transports,  which  were  lying  either  aground 
or  had  not  been  furnished  with  a  steam  tug  in  order  to  make  their 
escape.  The  bold  impudence  of  maneuvering  continued;  the  apparent 
apathy  of  our  fleet  excited  surprise  and  indignation. 

There  was  a  rebel  boat,  not  built  for  war  purposes,  having  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Merrimack  and  his  consorts,  where,  it  appeared  to  impar- 

tial eyes,  she  could  easily  be  cut  oft*,  and  yet  no  attempt  on  our  part  to do  it.  Of  course  there  were  good  reasons  for  this  policy,  though  the 
crowd  could  not  see  it. 

Fulton. 
Secretary  War. 

Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  bark  BraiUiera. 

April  11  y  1862, — At  7:20  a.  m.  the  rebel  fleet,  consisting  of  ten  ves- 
sels of  difterent  sizes,  came  out  from  Norfolk.  Cleared  ship  for  action. 

From  9  to  10  purchased  our  anchor.  At  11  let  it  go  again  and  veered 
away  30  fathoms.  All  the  rest  of  the  morning  the  rebel  fleet  continued 
to  hover  around  between  SewelFs  Point  and  Newport  News.  One  of 
their  steamers  went  into  the  bight  about  Hampton  Boads  and  took 
three  small  prizes.  All  the  steam  fleet  of  our  Navy  underway.  The 
English  and  French  steamers  are  at  anchor  far  up  the  river  toward 
Newport  News.  Afternoon :  The  vessels  of  both  fleets  hovering  about 
and  keeping  about  as  far  from  each  other  as  they  have  been  since 
morning.  At  4  p.  m.  the  Merrima<ik  let  fly  a  gun,  I  think  at  the  Nauga- 

tuck^ and  both  the  Naugatuck  and  the  fort  answered  it  in  return,  after 
which  the  rebel  fleet  went  away  to  SewelPs  Point  and  our  fleet  all 
anchored. 

Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Choonra. 

April  8j  1862, — At  2 :  30  p.  m.  a  tugboat  came  from  flagship  with  orders 
to  prepare  to  get  underway,  as  the  Merrimack  and  six  other  rebel  vessels 
were  at  Oraney  Island  and  expected  out. 

April  11, — At  7:30  a.  m.  flagship  fired  a  signal  gun  for  all  vessels 
in  the  fleet  to  get  underway  and  be  ready  for  action,  as  the  Merrimack 
and  five  other  rebel  steamers  were  in  sight  coming  this  way.  At  4 
p.  m.  the  Merrimack  opened  fire  on  the  Monitor  at  long  range,  but  the 
shot  fell  far  short.  At  4:10  the  Merrimacl^s  fire  was  returned  from  the 
Octarara  and  Naugatuck  without  doing  any  damage.  At  5  the  Merri- 
maoky  with  her  consorts,  turned  and  steamed  toward  Norfolk  and  went 
out  of  sight  behind  Sewell's  Point. 

April  12, — Heard  heavy  firing  and  saw  a  large  column  of  smoke  in 
the  direction  of  Yorktown.  At  2 :  20  p.  m.  the  San  Jacinto  signaled  to 
the  flagship  that  the  rebel  flagship  was  aground. 
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Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Daootah. 

April  11, 1862. — At  7:30  a.  m.  saw  rebel  steamers  Merrimack^  York- 
town,  iiud  Jamentoicn;  cleared  ship  for  action.  From  8  to  meridian: 
Uuiied  States  squudrou  underway,  watching  the  maneuvers  of  the  rebel 
vessels,  liebel  steamer  Yorltoirn  took  two  prizes — ^a  schooner  and 
sloop.  From  meridian  to  -k  p.  m. :  Squadron  underway,  watching  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  At  5  p.  m.  rebel  vessels  went  behind  Sewell's Point. 

Abfltract  log  of  the  V.  8.  8.  Daylight 

April  11,  1862, — At  7 :  10  a.  m.  saw  several  steamers  up  the  river. 
At  7:1^5  the  Minnesot^i  fired  a  gun  and  made  signal  No.  5;  got  into 
position.  At  8 :  10  Minnesota  made  signal  No.  438;  waiting  for  the  Mer- 

rimack and  the  rebel  st<3amers  which  are  in  sight.  From  12  to  4  p.  m., 
waiting  for  the  rebel  steamers  (six  of  them  in  sight  besides  the 
Merrimack). 

April  13, — At  8: 30,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  Minnesot/ij  called 
all  hands  to  quarters  and  prepared  for  action;  stood  up  toward  the 
Rip  Rax)s,  but  linding  that  the  Merrimack  did  not  come  out,  ran  under 
the  stern  of  the  Minnesota  and  received  permission  to  coal. 

Abetraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Minneiota. 

April  11,  1862, — At  0:30  a.  m.  the  rebel  steamer  Merrimack,  with 
several  others,  came  out,  passed  Sewell's  Point,  standing  in  the  direc- 

tion of  Newport  News.  8  a.  m.  to  meridian:  Made  signal  to  get  under- 
way'; beat  to  (quarters;  Merrimack  and  seven  other  st<»amers  in  sight. 

Steamer  Vorktown  (rebel)  stood  toward  Hampton  Roads  and  made  fast 
to  two  schooners  and  a  brig  and  towed  them  toward  Sewell's  Point. 
The  rebels  are  not  disposed  to  come  out  of  shoal  water.  From  meridian 
to  4  p.  m. :  Still  standing  up  and  down  the  roads.  At  2 :  30  p.  m.  the 
Merrimack  fired  two  shots,  which  were  returned  by  the  Naufjatuck; 
nothing  of  importance  transpired.  At  5  the  rebel  steamers  steamed 
toward  Norfolk;  made  signal  to  pick  up  moorings.  At  0:25  got  ship 
to  her  moorings. 

Abetraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  San  Jacinto. 

April  11,  1862. — At  7 :  30  a.  m.  flagship  fired  a  gun  and  hoisted  No.  5; 
beat  to  general  iiuarters;  slii)ped  the  cable  and  kept  ])Osition  in  chan- 

nel, with  head  upstream.  Immediately  after  hearing  the  signal  gun 
from  the  flagship,  saw  the  Merrimack  and  six  other  rebel  steamers 
looming  i)ast  Seweirs  Point.  From  8  to  meridian:  Crew  at  quarters 

during  the  watch,  and  enemy's  fleet  maneuvering  between  Sewell's 
Point  and  Newport  News.  One  of  the  enemy's  fleet  crossed  over 
toward  Hampton  Bar  and  captured  two  brigs.  Meridian  to  4  p.m.: 

('rew  at  (|uarters  during  the  watch,  and  enemy's  fleet  in  sight.  The 
Merrimack  fired  three  shot  at  the  Monitor,  which  fell  short.  At  4:45 
p.  m.  enemy's  fleet  stood  in  Elizabeth  River  in  line  of  battle,  the  Mer- 

rimack leading.  At  5  p.  m.  the  whole  fleet  passed  in  out  of  sight.  At 
5:30  beat  the  retreat. 
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Beport  of  Flag-OfBoer  Tattnall,  C.  8.  Hayy,  of  the  oaptnre  of  three  merehant  vesseU  within  the 
bar  of  Hampton. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
Off  SewelVs  Point,  April  12^  1862. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  yesterday  by  telegraph  in 
regard  to  the  movements  of  the  Virginia  on  that  day. 

I  have  now  to  inform  you  more  particularly  that,  the  weather  having 

cleared  up,  I  left  the  anchorage  ofi'  Norfolk  at  6  a.  m.  and  dropped 
down  to  Hampton  Eoads,  within  long  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
which  fired  several  shot  at  us,  but  without  effect. 

Their  steamer  JVfom^or  was  lying  close  under  the  protection  of  the 
batteries.  The  flagship  Minnesota^  with  a  large  number  of  men-of-war 
and  merchant  vessels,  was  lying  below  the  forts.  A  few  of  the  latter 
lying  above  the  forts,  on  our  approach  retired  to  the  squadron  below. 
Signal  guns  were  at  the  same  time  fired  by  the  squadron.  Several  of 
the  men-of-war,  including  tlie  Monitor^  got  up  steam,  and  I  thought  it 
to  be  their  intention  to  engage  me,  but  they  suflered  me  to  hold  my 
position  until  late  in  the  afternoon  without  doing  so. 

Observing  three  merchant  vessels  within  the  bar  of  Hampton,  I 
directed  Lieutenant-Commandant  Barney,  in  the  Jamestoicn,  to  capture 
them,  if  he  lound  they  (^ould  be  ai)proached  without  too  much  risk. 

This  was  very  promptly  and  creditably  accomplished,  and  the  vessels 
were  towed  out  with  the  assistance  of  the  steamer  Raleigh,  Lieutenant- 
Commandant  Alexander,  who  followed  the  Jamestown  in  for  the  latter 
purpose. 

They  proved  to  be  the  brig  Marcus,  of  Stockton,  K.  J.;  brig  Saboahj 
of  Providence,  and  schooner  Catherine  T.  Dix,  of  Accomac.  One  of  the 
brigs  was  loaded  with  hay:  the  two  others  were  in  ballast.  A  part  of 
their  crews,  to  the  number  of  thirteen,  were  captured. 

The  capture  of  these  vessels,  almost  within  gunshot  of  the  Monitor, 
did  not  affect  her  movements. 

The  prisoners  were  examined  separately,  but  the  only  information 
received,  in  which  they  all  concurred,  was  that  the  steamer  Yanderhilt 
was  with  the  enemy's  fieet  below,  and  that  she  had  been  fitted  with  a 
ram,  very  low  down  on  her  stem,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the 
Virginia. 
They  were  mistaken  in  her  being  present,  for  late  in  the  afternoon 

she  joined  the  fieet  from  sea. 
This  steamer,  as  powerful  in  her  lower  frame  as  the  Virginia,  was 

known  to  be  fitting  at  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Monitor, 
and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  others  of  the  enemy's  steamers,  now 
below,  are  prepared  to  do  the  same. 

The  enclosed  paragraph*  from  a  Northern  paper,  found  on  board  of 
one  of  the  prizes,  refers  to  this. 

I  have  reason  to  think,  also,  that  obstructions  have  been  placed  in 
the  channel  between  Fortress  IMonroe  and  the  Rip  Raps.  It  is  observed 
that  the  enemy's  large  ships  pass  the  posts  very  near  to  Fortress  Mon- 

roe, thus  avoiding  the  mid  channel. 
This  morning  I  left  Craney  Island  and  moored  to  the  buoy  off 

Sewell's  Point,  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  ships. 
I  shall  act  with  proper  prudence,  for  with  the  Virginia  at  the  mouth 

of  James  River  the  enemy's  operations  in  that  direction  may  be  checked, 
which  will  aid  the  plans  of  General  Magruder,  as  I  understand  them. 

I  shall  take  especial  care  not  to  be  cut  off'  from  Norfolk. 
*  Not  found. 
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The  enemy's  plan,  obviously,  will  be  to  get  nio  in  close  conflict  with 
the  Monitor,  and,  as  in  that  event  I  must  occasionally  lose  my  headway 
entirely,  to  seize  the  opportunity  to  run  into  me  with  the  VanderhUt 
and  otlier  vessels,  which,  for  that  purpose,  will  keep  out  of  the  melee. 

The  alterations,  it  is  thouglit,  have  decreased  the  speed  of  the  Vir- 
ginia 1  mile  the  hour. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JosiAH  Tattnall, 

Flag- Officer  J  Commanding,  etc, 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  tlw  Navy. 

Instraotions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Flag-Officer  Tattnall, C.  8.  Nayy. 

C.  S.  Kavy  Department, 
Richmond,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  yesterday,  announcing  your  cruise  in  the 
roads  and  your  capture  of  three  small  vessels  and  twelve  prisoners, 
and  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  have  been  received.  Captain  Lee 
has  been  instructed  to  make  all  practicable  dispatch  with  the  port 
shutters,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  they  shouhl  not  all  be  in  ])lace  in  a 
few  days. 

No  immediate  necessity  for  your  leaving  the  roads  exists,  and  con 
curring  with  you  in  the  opinion  which  you  express,  that  were  the  Vir- 

ginia to  pass  the  forts  now  Norfolk  would  be  in  danger  of  immediate 
capture,  you  will  not  subject  it  to  this  hazard  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Department.  Circumstances  may,  however,  render  a  dash  in  York 
Eiver,  or  even  farther,  expedient,  and  hence  the  importance  of  prepar- 

ing your  ship  for  it.  I  am  urging  the  completion  of  the  new  ironclad 
gunboat  (the  Richmond),  which  will  be  able  to  do  good  service  under 
your  command. 

You  will  i)lease  keep  a  vigilant  watch  upon  the  enemy,  who  must  not 
be  allowed  to  cross  the  river  nor  to  ascend  the  James  liiver. 

The  32-pounder  rifled  gun  of  the  Teaser,  one  of  your  squadron,  was 
burst  near  the  nuizzle  a  few  days  ago,  and  she  came  here  for  another 
and  returns  with  it  to  day. 

The  Monitor  and  her  consort  are  probably  expecting  the  Mystic,*  an 
ironclad  boat  from  New  York,  and  hence  did  not  assail  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Flag-Officer,  Josiah  Tattnall, 

Gomdg.  Naval  Defenses,  etc.  Steamer  Virginia,  Hampton  Roads. 

Extract  firom  report  of  Commander  W.  K.  W.  Hewett,  V.  C,  Boyal  Navy,  commanding  H.  M.  8. 
Binaldo,  dated  26th  AprU,  1862,  off  Fortrees  Monroe,  forwarded  to  the  Admiralty  by  Vioe- 
Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  K.  C.  B.,  on  the  24th  May,  1862. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  the  Confederate  iron-cased  battery 
Virginia  (late  il/cmwacA),  accompanied  by  four  gunboats  and  two  tugs, 
was  seen  approaching  from  the  direction  of  Norfolk.  At  7 :  10  a.  m. 
the  Federals  fired  two  alarm  guns  from  the  iron-cased  battery  Monitor 
and  the  fortress.    The  Virginia  and  her  consorts  continued  steaming 

*ThiB  rofers  to  the  l'.  8.  S.  Galena,  which  vesael  was  built  at  Mystic,  Conn 
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for  Fortress  Monroe,  but  when  abreast  of  Sewell's  Point,  well  out  in  the 
stream,  the  gunboats  and  tugs  stopped,  and  the  Virginia  proceeded 
as  before,  passing  within  200  yards  of  me.  At  7 :  45  the  fort  on  the  Eip 
Eaps  fired  two  shots  at  her,  both  falling  short.  I  then  slipped  from  my 
port  anchor,  and  in  company  with  the  French  war  steamers  Gatinat  and 
Oassendiy  headed  for  Newi)ort  News,  keeping  out  of  the  range  of  the 
Federal  guns. 

At  9  a.  m.  the  Confederate  gunboat  Patrick  Renry,  with  some  little 
assistance  from  the  gunboat  Teasery  captured  three  transports  close 
inshore  on  the  Federal  side,  without  being  interfered  with,  and  towed 
them  up  to  Norfolk.  From  this  hour  until  4  p.  m.  the  Confederate 
squadron  cruised  about  the  roads  without  opposition,  the  Virginia  occa- 

sionally going  within  range  of  the  Federal  guns  on  the  Bip  Eaps  and 
Fortress  Monroe,  as  well  as  those  of  the  large  squadron  under  the  guns 
of  the  fortress.  At  4  p.  m.  the  Virginia  fired  three  shots  at  two  Fed- 

eral gunboats  inside  the  bar  for  the  protection  of  the  schooners  and 
transports.  They  immediately  returned  the  iire,  but  the  range  being 
too  long  no  damage  was  done  on  either  side.  The  Virginia  then 
steamed  back  to  Craney  Island  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron.  I  was 
at  this  time  anchored  near  Newport  News. 

The  next  day  the  Virginia  and  her  consorts  steamed  down  to  Sewell's 
Point  and  remained  there  all  that  day,  the  Federal  squadron  making 
no  attempt  to  harass  or  engage  them. 

During  the  time  the  Virginia  was  in  Hampton  Eoads  I  had  a  good 
opportunity  of  witnessing  her  movements.  It  was  surprising  to  see 
how  easily  she  turned,  and  she  was  apparently  handled  with  the 
greatest  ease.  I  calculated  her  speed  to  be  a  little  over  7  knots  per 
hour,  which  is  better  than  her  former  speed  as  the  Merrimackj  and 
somewhat  faster  than  the  U.  S.  frigate  Minnesota. 

Report  of  Commander  Missroon^  TJ.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  letter 
sent  to  Major-General  McGlellan  regarding  the  strength  of  the  fortifica- 

tions of  Yorktown, 
U.  S.  S.  Wachusbtt,  April  11^  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  forward  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  sent  General 
McClellan  today,  for  your  information,  in  relation  to  the  strength  of 
the  enemy  upon  the  bay  side,  as  it  affects  the  vessels  now  here. 
A  very  intelligent  negro  informed  General  McClellan  and  myself 

yesterday  that  up  to  November  last  he  had  been  employed  upon  the 
fortifications  of  Yorktown,  and  that  he  had  assisted  in  mounting 
thirty-six  large  rifie  cannon  in  the  upper  batteries. 

The  enemy  is  now  busily  at  work  increasing  his  works  to  bear  upon 
the  shipping  at  Gloucester,  but  his  finished  works  are  so  formidable 
that  I  am  unable  to  check  the  work  now  going  on.  To  go  within  range 
would  insure  tbe  destruction  of  all  the  vessels,  without  accomplishing 
the  object.  They  have  had  too  much  time  allowed  them  since  our 
arrival  to  get  reenforcements  for  works  vastly  more  formidable  than 
imagined  by  us. 

If  an  attack  be  delayed  much  longer  this  anchorage  will  not  be 
tenable. 

Eespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.   S.  MiSSROON, 

Gommander, 

Flag-Oflftcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  HampUyn  Eoads, 
N  W  B — VOL  7   15 
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IT.  S.  S.  VVaohukett,  April  11. 1S6^—S  a.  m. 
My  Dear  Genbb^i,:  This  (early)  morning  wae  reiuarkably  clear 

and  favorable  for  observations,  and  the  following  may  be  relied  uimn, 
viz:  A  sliort  distance  left  of  wharf  are  10  cannon,  bearing  on  the  bay, 
on  elevated  ground.  Still  farther  to  left  of  these  are  12,  elevated,  and 
hearing  on  the  bay.  On  the  water  battery  are  8  ])lainly  in  view,  and  on 
the  hill,  whence  they  flred  on  the  6th,  4.  Total  in  Yorktown,  34  guns, 
bearing  on  the  bay. 

On  the  two  upper  batteries  at  Gloucester  16  guns  bear  on  the  bay, 
with  5  empty  embrasures  in  the  water  buttery  (the  gnns  may  be  only 
withdrawn  from  our  view),  making  oO  cannon  which  bear  upon  the  bay, 
apparently  of  heavy  caliber. 

Appearances  indicate  an  intention  to  throw  up  works  opposite  to  the 
anchorage.  If  they  do  so,  it  will  probably  be  so  far  inland  as  will  be 
beyond  shell  range  of  Xl-inch  guns. 

If  in  range,  we  can  shell  them  with  effect;  but  if  not,  vessels  would 
be  compelled  to  retire  toward  Too's  Point.  I  have  expected  that  move- ment of  his. 

The  enemy  is  aotive  today  with  hiw  working  parties  at  Gloucester. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

J.  8.  MiasBOOH, 
Commander. 

[General  <1.  11.  MoClellan.1 

11  a.  m. — The  enemy  is  now  erecting  a  work  in  advance  of  their 
npper  forts,  some  distance  in  front  of  them,  and  between  the  two  high 
chimneys  and  this  anchorage,  but  so  completely  covered  by  Hi  heavy 
cannon  on  that  side  that  I  can  not  approach  near  enough  to  prevent 
the  progress  of  the  work.  These  boats  can  not  go  uuder  sucii  a  tire  aa 
appears  before  us. J.  a.  M. 

(TBlegruu,] 

FoKT  Monroe,  Va.,  April  11, 1863 — op.  m. 
I  have  not  fiiiled  to  keep  you  advised  of  what  is  passing  in  Hampton 

Eomls.  Among  other  conjectures  it  is  thought  the  Merrimack  intends 
to  make  her  way  to  Yorktown  to  relieve  the  rebels  of  our  gnnboata 
and  to  drive  ua  from  Ship  Point,  where  he  had  his  depot  of  supplies. 
I  will  keep  you  advised  of  all  movements  if  it  is  jrassible.  The  tiag- 

oftlcer  has  at  last  furnished  us  with  ii  gunboat  to  keep  the  enemy's 
boats  from  entering  Hampton  Creek. 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major-Oeneral, 
Hon.  E,  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  Wur. 

Headquabtebs  Ahmt  of  the  Potomac, 
Near  Yorktoicn,  April  11, 1863 — lop.  in. 

Weather  good.     Work  on  roads  progressing.    Nothing  is  left  undone 
to  enable  us  to  attack  with   least  possible  delay.    It^conuoissauoes 
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pasbed  boldly  and  satisfactorily  to-day.  Several  skirmisbes  to-day,  in 
wbicb  we  bave  bad  a  few  wounded,  none  killed.  In  every  ca^e  drove 
back  tbe  enemy  witb  considerable  loss  on  bis  side.  Our  men  sbow  tbe 
utmost  spirit  in  all  tbese  affairs,  and  bave  been  uniformly  successful. 
I  am  deligbted  witb  Franklin's  orders.  I  sball  make  tbe  movements  I 
bave  alluded  to  as  soon  as  possible  after  be  arrives. 

Geo.  B.  MoOlellan, 
Major- General, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War^  Washington. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Near  YorTctown^  April  11  j  1862 — 10  p.  m. 

Franklin's  division  is  ordered  to  join  me.  I  will  now  make  tbe  move- 
ments proposed.  It  will  be  some  tbree  or  four  days.  Weatber  good; 

roads  improving. 
Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding^  Hampton  Roadn. 

[Telegram,  yla  Cherrystone.] 

Navy  Department,  April  llj  1862— 2:15  p.  m. 
Tbe  French  sloop  of  war  Oassendiy  now  at  Hampton  Koads,  designs 

proceeding  to  Alexandria,  baving  the  approbation  of  the  Government. G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Hampton  BoadSy  Virginia. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  block- 
ading  squadrons^  transmitting  information  regarding  the  movement  of 
blockade  runners  from  Liverpool. 

Navy  Department,  April  11, 1862. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch.  No.  42,  dated  March 

26,  received  by  tbe  Department  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liv- 
erpool, reporting  the  departure  from  that  port  of  tbe  steamer  Oreto  and 

giving  further  information  and  description  of  the  steamer  Annie  Childs 
and  bark  Mary, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  McKean. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 
Flag-Officer  8.  F.  Du  Pont. 
Flag-Officer  D,  O,  Fabragut. 
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[Enckwuie.] 
U.  S.  (30NSULATB, 

Liverpool^  March  26^  1S62. 
Sir:  The  Oreto  took  her  departure  from  this  port  on  Saturday  after- 

noon last.  The  pilot  who  took  her  out  says  she  will  not  return,  but  go 
direct  to  Bermuda.  This  may  be  true  or  not.  Captain  Bulloch  and 
the  officers  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  38  were  on  board. 

The  bark  Mary^  referred  to  in  No.  30,  is  clearing  to  day.  She  will 
attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  Her  cargo  consists  of  coal,  iron,  hard- 

ware, bales  of  clothing,  blankets,  shoes,  spades,  etc.  Enclosed,  marked 
No.  1,  iind  a  description  of  her.    She  will  clear  for  St.  Thomas. 

Enclosed,  marked  No.  2,  is  a  minute  description  of  the  steamer  Annie 
Childs.  This  vessel  on  Saturday  last  was  nominally  transferred,  and 
will  therefore  clear  from  here  an  English  vessel.  She  will  load  a  careo 
for  the  Confederate  Government  and  run  or  attempt  to  run  the  block- 

ade. She  has  not  hiken  as  yet  any  cargo  on  board. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Thos.  n.  Dudley, 
U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  AVm.  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State, 

Instructiotis  of  Fla^- Officer  GoldsJ>oroiigh,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  naval  vessels  in  Hampton  Roads,  in  view  of  tUeprohahle  attack 
of  the  C  S.  S.  Virginia  (Merrimack). 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RooflSy  April  1^,  1S62. 

There  are  many  indications  to  my  mind  that  the  Merrimack  and  con- 
sorts intend  an  attack  upon  us  tonight.  Be  thoroughly  prei>ared, 

therefore.  She  must  be  run  down  at  all  hazards,  and  if  she  attem])t  to 
go  to  Yorktown  she  w^ill  have  to  go  around  the  IIorsi»slioe,  where  she 
must  be  followed  and  run  down.  The  salvation  of  our  army  now  before 
Yorktown  greatly  depends  u|)on  the  accomplishment  of  her  destruction, 
or  at  least  crip])ling  her.  All  commanders  of  vessels,  those  of  the  Van- 
derhilty  Arago,  Illinois,  and  Ericsson  included,  will  do  their  very  best 
in  the  premises,  and  none  will  be  considered  as  having  disobeyed  orders 
who  will  bring  sibout  the  end  in  view,  whether  signals  be  made  to  them 
or  not  for  the  ])urpose.  All  are  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  and  to 
bear  in  mind  that  at  night  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  imi)ossible,  to  tell 
any  one  vessel,  other  than  the  flagship,  particularly  what  to  do.  Destroy 
the  Merrimack  by  running  her  down  is  what  I  want  all  to  do,  and  this, 
whether  the  attack  be  made  to-night  or  on  any  other  night. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GoLDsnoEoiT(tH, 

FUuj-  Officer. 
To  KvKRv  Naval  Vessel  in  the  Roads. 

[Telegram.] 

HEADlilARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Near  Yorktoicn,  April  ll>,  ISCr}. 
I  desire  very  much  that  the  Octorara  should  join  the  Severn  [River, 

Virginia,]  exi>edition.     If  you  can  do  so  without  attracting  too  much 
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observation,  will  you  please  have  a  naval  reconnoissance  maae  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Severn  [Eiver,  Virginia,]  to  find  out  the  strength  of  the 
rebel  fortifications  there? 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- OeneraL 
Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding^  Hampton  Roadtt. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Near  YorJctown^  April  lJ2y  1862. 

I  will  now  be  able  to  make  our  second  movement.  Where  shall 

Franklin's  vessels  rendezvous?  What  of  the  Naugatuck  f  Can  I  have 
her?    We  are  pretty  quiet  here,  but  working  hard. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commandingy  Hampton  Roads. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  Oillea- 
pie,  U.  IS.  Navy^  to  proceed  tvith  stores  to  the  Rappahannock  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSy  April  12y  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  take  from  the  U.  8.  ship  William  Badger  the 
provisions  and  stores  on  board  of  her  for  the  Young  Rover  and  proceed 
with  them  to  the  Rappahannock  River.  On  your  arrival  there,  deliver 
the  stores  to  the  Young  Rover  and  take  from  thence  the  contrabands 
she  has  on  board,  whom  you  will  bring  to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible. 
You  are  authorized  to  employ  a  pilot ;  i  t  is  possible  that  one  of  the  York 
River  pilots  on  board  the  William  Badger  may  answer  your  purpose;  if 
so,  you  are  authorized  to  take  him;  if  not,  you  will  have  to  get  one  from 
the  shore. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Master  W.  T.  Gillespie, 

Comdg.  U.  *S.  Ship  Braziliera,  Hampton  RoadSy  Virginia. 

p.  s. — Tell  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Young  Rover  to  receive  no 
more  contrabands  on  board  till  further  orders  from  me. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  urging  the  restriction  of  the  exportation  of  anthracite  coal, 

Kavy  Department,  April  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  It  is  oi  the  greatest  importance  that  the  exportation  of  anthra- 
cite coal  from  ports  of  the  United  States  to  any  and  all  foreign  ports 

should  be  abeolately  prohibited. 



I  The  rebels  obtain  this  c^oal  for  tlieir  steamers  from  Nassan  and 
_^aTaDa,  and  tbe  fact  tbat  it  bunitt  wilhout  smoke  eiiAblee  theta  to 
approach  blockaded  ports  with  (rr^atcr  security,  as  all  other  (;oal8 
throw  out  so  muith  rtriioke  as  to  reuder  their  presence  visible  a  great 
distancfl  at  sea. 
_  I  am,  moat  tnilj,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,    

(llDEUN  WellBB, 

[   The   PltESIDENT   OF    THE    I'NITKT)   STATES. 

Tort  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  If^avy,  regarding  the  t menta  of  the  V,  8,  8,  Virginia  {Merrimack). 

U.  a.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
HamptoTi  Riiads,  Virginia,  April  13, 1861^ 

8iE:  AlthonRh  tlip  MerrimacJt  and  eoiinorts  hovered  about  iiisidefl 

Sewell's  Point  during  yestflrday,  none  of  them,  except  a  very  small  tug, 
appeared  outside  of  that  point,  and  she,  doubtless,  ouly  to  reconnoit«r. 
To-day  up  to  this  hour,  3  p,  m.,  they  all  remain  at  anchor  about  Orauey 

""Bland,  aud  seem  to  be  quint.  ^ 
lu),  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  UoLDSBOROUae 

Flag-Officer,  Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockadittg  SquaSron,^ 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellem, 

Secretary  of  tiie  If avy,  Waahingto)},  D.  C. 

[Tolflgr»iii.] 

BalTimobe,  April  13, 18S3. 

Old  Point  letter  brings  nothing  later  than  dispatch  of  Wool's  last 
night,  except  that,  as  the  Mtrrimack  remained  stationary  off  Sewell's 
Point,  it  was  thought  she  was  aground.    The  letter  closes  thus: 

4  p,  m. — The  Mtrrimact-  atill  lit>s  in  the  position  she  aMmneil  early  this  morning, 
Thu  oClier  vessela  of  rebel  fleet  were  uboQt,  but  she  renmina  qiiletl;  »nd  it  is  tM 
opinion  or  soniu  tlmt  she  is  n);roiiDiI,  as  tlie  tide  ia  (|Ulta  law,  but  this  [»  only  a 
miitbT  of  Biiriniao,  Tip.  m.— Thu  ilaryiiHaek atiU  ri'iiiniTisotrCrimcy  Islaud,  anil  tnat 

the  otnstfr  of  tu(;1ioatB  around  h(^r.  il  is  pr<>tt;  certain  she  is  a^roiiod.     The  .Saraaae 
tSaimner]  t^ome  in  this  innmiDK  from  llstteras.  Nu  Dens.  'I'tie  Uhode  Islanil,  from 

'.ej  West  and  the  block iid ins  sqiiadfon  Iti  the  Uolf,  also  come  in  this  moniiuK  and left  agtiii  for  [New]  Vork.    No  news  transpired. 

Fulton. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 
Sevrclary  o/Nai-g. 

fpor(  iif  Flag  Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Nary,  regarding  Ike  uiore- 
mentu  o/certmn  re-mieU  ofki»  vommand. 

V.  S.  Flagshtp  Minnebota, 
Hampton  Hoada,  Virginia,  April  13,  1863. 

b  Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  V.  S.  bark 
iraziliera  left  thew  roada  this  morning  to  take  proviaions  aud  eUires 
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for  the  U.  S.  S.  Young  Rover  off  the  Bappahannock  River  and  to 
receive  from  that  vessel  some  contrabaDds  which  she  has  lately  taken 
on  board.  The  Braziliera  has  instructions  to  return  immediately  to 
Hampton  Boads. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Daylight  left  this  place  this  afternoon  for  Baltimore  to 
get  water,  whence  she  will  proceed  immediately  to  assist  in  the  blockade 
off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

The  U.  S.  bark  Femandina  arrived  here  this  afternoon  from  off  Wil- 
mington, N.  C,  and  was  dispatched  at  once  to  Baltimore  to  get  her 

supplies.    She  will  return  to  her  station  as  soon  as  these  are  obtained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 

of  the  11th  instant,  enclosing  information  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
Liverpool,  dated  March  26,  and  to  forward  herewith  statements  of 
vessels  boarded  by  the  Jamestown  and  Femandina. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 

Ord^r  of  FUig- Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commands  Lock- 
tcood,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Daylight,  to  proceed  to  duty 
off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  13, 1862. 

Sm :  Proceed  off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Daylight  under 
your  command,  and  remain  there,  closely  and  vigorously  blockading 
the  place  until  further  orders,  or  as  long  as  your  supply  of  fuel  and 
provisions  will  possibly  permit.  Distribute  carefully  among  the  com- 

manding officers  off  Beaufort  copies  of  the  accompanying  extracts  and 
of  all  other  extracts  you  may  receive  relative  to  proposed  attempts  to 
violate  the  blockade. 

Proceed  first  to  Baltimore  and  there  fill  up  your  water  tanks,  losing 
no  time  whatever  in  doing  so,  and  go  from  there  direct  to  Beaufort 
Get  from  Commander  Prentiss,  off  Beaufort,  the  instructions  given 
him  by  me  in  relation  to  sending  some  of  the  vessels  now  off  Beaufort 
to  Wilmington  in  case  Fort  Macon  should  fall  into  our  possession,  and 
govern  yourself  accordingly. 

I  am,  very  respectSilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  Sahl.  Logkwood, 

U.  S.  S.  Daylight,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Letter  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-Oeneral  McClellan^ 
U.  S.  Army,  stating  objections  to  a  naval  attack  on  Gloucester  Point. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
York  River,  April  13, 1862. 

My  Dear  General  :  Your  proposal  to  throw  shells  into  the  enemy's 
works  at  Gloucester  last  night  was  about  to  be  attempted  at  11  p.  m. 
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(although  I  conld  not  believe  that  it  would  injare  the  works  he  has 
been  erecting),  when  the  movement  of  the  vessels  was  immediately 
signaled  by  their  pickets,  and  I  was  nnwllling  to  carry  three  vessels  m 
•this  light  description  under  such  a  destructive  fire  as  the  enemy  was 
prepared  to  concentrate  flrom  fifty  cannon  upon  them. 

The  wind  was  directly  upon  their  works,  which  would  have  driven 
the  vessels  ux)on  Yorktown  had  any  accident  occurred  to  their 
machinery. 

The  works  of  the  enemy  are  entirely  too  formidable,  both  in  stmctare 
and  cannon,  to  warrant  an  attack  by  three  such  light  vessels  as  theseu 
and  I  should  be  very  unwilling  to  attack  them,  unless  it  be  to  a  limited 
extent,  simultaneously  with  your  assault. 

The  enemy's  pickets  are  stationed  all  along  tlie  whole  extent  of 
Gloucester  and  are  sleepless. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Mi^of'^ii^i^^^  George  B.  MgGlellan. 

J.  S.  MiSSROON, 
Commander. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters, 
Near  Yorktown^  April  13j  1862. 

We  are  much  in  want  of  15  and  20  second  fuzes  for  11-inch  gun  and 
for  Parrott  and  Dahlgren  shells. 

J.  S.  MiSSROON. 
FlagOfficer  Goldsborough. 

[Telejnwn.l 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Near  YorJctownj  April  13, 1862. 

If  you  possibly  can,  please  spare  me  something  with  a  100-i>ounder 
rifle.  We  need  it  to  annoy  their  working  parties  on  the  other  side  of 
river.    All  goes  well. 

Geo.  B.  MgGlellan, 

Major- QeneraU 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Hampton  Roads, 

[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  14,  1862. 

I  have  ordered  the  Sebago  to  your  assistance.  She  is  provided  with 
a  100-pounder,  and  is  of  the  same  class  and  construction  as  the  Octorara^ 
and  will  take  the  place  of  the  latter.  Inform  Missroon  of  these  facts, 
if  you  please. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Flag- Officer. 

Major-General  MgGlellan^ Near  Yorktown. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  I4j  1862. 
The  mortars  and  beds  were  shipped  yesterday  at  Pittsburg  and  are 

ordered  with  the  utmost  possible  dispatch  by  way  of  Baltimore,  and 
will  probably  reach  you  by  the  close  of  this  w^eek.  Five  thousand 
13-inch  shells  and  fuzes  were  ready  to  leave  the  Boston  navy  yard 
yesterday  for  Old  Point.  No  exertion  shall  be  spared  on  our  part  to 
carry  your  wishes  out. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Major-General  G.  B.  MoClellan, 

Near  Yorktown. 

Report  of  Commander  Lockwoodj  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bay- 
light,  of  his  intended  departure  for  Beaufort,  N.  G. 

U.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
Off  Baltimore,  Md.,  April  11, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  here  this  morning  at 
7:30  a.  m.  from  Hampton  Hoads,  having  been  ordered  here  by  Flag- 
Officer  Goldsborough  for  a  supply  of  water,  with  orders  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  on  blockading  duty. 

1  shall  leave  in  execution  of  the  order  this  afternoon,  and  proceed 
direct  to  Beaufort  without  stopping  at  Hampton  Hoads. 

Enclosed  herewith  1  forwarcl  a  Hst  of  the  officers  of  this  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Lookwood, 
Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
8ecretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  B.  C. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  nonappearance 
of  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia  {MerrimacJc.) 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  14,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Merrimack  and  consorts  did  not  make  their  appearance 
yesterday,  nor  have  they  done  so  to  day  up  to  this  hour,  3  p.  m.  The 
lookouts  report  that  all  of  them  have  gone  to  Norfolk,  or  at  any  rate, 
considerably  above  Craney  Island.  The  weather  for  the  last  two  days 
has  been  mild  and  clear,  and  favorable  for  a  sally  on  their  part.  I  am 
satisfied  that  Commodore  Tattnall  now  commands  the  Merrimack. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  an  early  opportunity  to  recover  the  officers  and 
men  taken  from  the  Congress  on  the  8th  ultimo.  All  of  them,  I  believe, 
are  now  in  Kichmond.  1  intend  to  suggest  that  they  either  be  placed  at 
once  on  parale,  or  else  given  up  in  exchange  for  an  equal  number  of  the 
enemy,  put  upon  parole  by  me,  taken  in  the  fight  off  Elizabeth  City. 

Your  dispatches  concerning  the  men  from  the  Congress  and  Cumber- 
land, now  on  board  the  Braziliera,  and  enclosing  the  report  from  the 

U.  S.  consul  at  Halifax,  [Nova  Scotia],  have  been  received  today. 
I  have  just  dispatched  the  8ebago  to  assist  in  the  operations  in  York 

Eiver. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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n  the  secretary  of  the  jVany  to  t'lagOmcer  u 
Navy,  regarding  the  U,  «.  Frigate  St.  Lair 

Navy  Dei'artmeht,  April  11,  IfifiS, 
Sir:  The  Department  proposes  to  eeud  tlin  AY,  /^irrenrt^  to  sea  unless 

you  can  make  ber  of  service  at  Uainptoii  KoadB.     Stie  is  now  anchored 
at  ttie  Kettle  Bottom  Shoale,  iu  the  Totuniac,  imd  will  be  ordered  dovD 

il'you  want  her. 
If  yon  need  any  life  preservers  on  board  the  vessels  designed  to 

operate  against  tbe  Merrhuavfv,  you  are  at  liberty  to  procure  them, 
either  by  reqniaitiun  on  the  Department  or  otherwise. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
CiDEoN  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDSBriRouGH, 
Uomtig.  Xnrth  Atlantic  Btackaiiing  SiiiuKJrcn,  Hampton  Hoadn. 

Lett^  from  Ma}or-Oeneral  Wool,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Qoldsbor- 
ougk,  U.  S.  A'avy,  regarding  expected  attaok  by  the  C.  8.  S.  Virginia 
[Merrimack). 

HeADQUAETERS   DErAETMKNT  OF  VlEGINIA, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  U,  1863. 

SiB:  1  am  informed  that  the  ilferi'imctri',  if  Hlie  receives  I'oalthiaeven- 
ing,  anticipated  from  Bichiiioud,  will  attack  Newport  News  to-morrow. 

I  am.  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  K.  Wool, 

Major-OeneraL 
Flag-Oilicer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Studley,  U.  S.  ffary,  regarding  negroes  sent  to 
Hampton  Roadx. 

U.  8.  S.  Young  Rover,  April  i-l,  1863. 
SiB:  The  bark  BraziUera  has  arrived  here  with  instrm^tionn  to  take 

certain  negroes  from  tliiB  vessel.  The  said  negroes  I  have  sent  to  the 
roads,  with  a  list  of  their  names,  hut  tlie  messenger  for  some  reason 
or  (ither  neglected  to  carry  out  the  iiistnictiona  I  gave  him,  lience  this 
mistake.  The  negroes  were  turned  over  to  tlie  provost-marshal,  whose 
receipt  1  have. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Iea   B.  STnDLET, 

Aetinif  Master,  Vommariding, 
Fiag-Olflccr  L.  M.  <1oldsborofoh, 

Hampton  RoaHi,  Virginia. 

lietterfrom  Commander  Missroon,  U.S.  Xary,  to  Major  ■(}  en  ni'l  MeCtellany 
V.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  battej-y  on  (ilouee«ler  Point. 

[V.  S.  a.]  WAOHrsKTT,  April  II,  1862. 
My  Dear  (Irneral:  I  am  very  sorry  >ou  are  obliged  to  defer  yoar 

visit  to-day,  as  we  mny  soon  have  thick  weather. 
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The  enemy  are  collecting  about  the  picket  station  I  designatea  yester- 
day as  the  one  where  notes  were  being  taken.  The  troops  are  in  the 

rear,  out  of  range,  and  came  down  in  sqnads  of  a  dozen  to  look  at  the 
ships.    They  seem  to  anticipate  as. 

From  the  ship  to-day  it  would  seem  that  the  works  being  thrown  up 
at  Gloucester's  upper  works  are  to  defend  their  rear,  which  has  been 
neglected  up  to  this  time  to  a  certain  extent.  Our  movement  on  it 
should  be  hastened,  to  save  our  troops  as  much  as  possible. 

Last  night  a  contraband  came  on  board  from  Oloucester  in  a  canoe, 
at  which  they  fired.  He  is  not  inteUigent;  says  there  are  only  five 
companies  of  troops  in  Gloucester,  and  that  they  have  many  pickets 
out;  one  company  of  fifteen  or  twenty  men  near  the  creek  (Sarah's); 
that  they  expect  the  Merrimack  here,  Colonel  or  General  Magruder 
having  written  for  her  to  come  up,  which  is  promised  him;  that  the 
battery  at  Gloucester  Point  is  commanded  by  Jeff  Page,  late  of  U.  S. 
Favy,  a  good  oflBcer;  Eichard  L.  Page,  also  formerly  of  Kavy,  in  com- 

mand of  one  of  the  upper  works  at  Gloucester;  that  they  are  very 
sanguine  of  sinking  vessels,  and  have  practiced  their  firing,  which  is 
very  accurate;  says  Page  (Jeff)  can  kill  a  dog  at  a  mile.  He  knows 
roads  and  creeks.    I  will  send  his  p.  m.  [sic].    If  yon  want  him,  telegraph. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  communicate  with  Flag-Officer,  Magruder's 

expectation  of  Merrimack  coming  heref  It  can  do  no  harm,  and  if  she 
escape  in  the  night  we  might  be  telegi-aphed  the  fact,  as  we  must  have 
room  to  oppose  her  more  than  we  have  here. 

One-half  hour  on  board  this  vessel  is  all  that  would  be  necessary  to 
give  you  a  clear  idea  from  this  standpoint. 

I  much  fear  if  we  delay,  or  are  obliged  to  delay  our  landing,  the 
troops  will  find  a  battery  in  the  rear  of  picket  station  to  oppose  them 
with  telling  effect. Yours, 

J.   S.  MiSSROON. 

Msgor-General  McOlellan. 

General  Orders. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
York  River  J  April  14,  1862. 

To  communicate  between  the  vessels  of  this  division  by  night,  the 
following  regulations  will  be  observed : 

1.  One  sharp  whistle  will  bring  the  Penobscot  within  hail  of  this  ship, 
or  that  of  senior  officer  present. 

2.  Two  sharp  whistles  will  bring  the  Marblehead  alongside,  and  within 
hail. 

3.  Three  sharp  whistles  will  bring  the  vessel  of  the  third  in  seniority 
within  hail,  and  so  on. 

One  long  continuous  whistle  of  ten  seconds  or  thereabouts  will  notify 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  or  our  intention  to  attack  the  enemy,  and 
for  all  vessels  to  go  to  quarters  and  to  get  underway  by  slipping  cable. 

Two  lights  vertically  placed  on  board  of  the  vessel  of  the  senior  officer 
(when  signal  thus  made)  will  signify  remain  at  quarters  without  slip- 
ping. 

One  long  continuous  whistle  will  be  sounded  by  any  vessel  perceiving 
the  enemy  approaching. 

J.   S.  MiSSROON, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Golditlfoj'ough,  U.  8.  Navyy  regarding  the  expected 
att<tcJc  of  the  C  S.  8.  Virginia  (Merrimack)  and  consorts. 

IJ.  S.  FLAnsnip  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roadn^  Virginia^  April  i.o,  1862 — 3  p.  w. 

Sir:  The  Merrimack  ami  consorts  still  remain  quiet  and  at  anchor 
near  Norfolk. 

Their  next  move,  I  understand,  is  to  shell  Newport  News.  The  place 
is  no  long:er  of  any  material  consequence  to  us,  and  it  is  not  my  inten- 

tion to  be  drjiwn  up  there  by  the  enemy.  Our  troops  stationed  there, 
a^  both  Generals  JVlcOlellan  and  Wool  assure  me,  can  easily  fall  back 
out  of  the  way  of  all  harm.  It  would  be  extremely  hazardous,  if  not 
l>08itively  destructive,  for  me  to  ffo  amon^  the  shoals  and  narrow  waters 
thereal)outs  with  my  lar^e  vessels. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GoLDSBORoiian, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading  8<iu^ron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Kary,  Washington,  ./>.  6*. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshoroitgh,  U.  8.  Xary,  giving  the  stations  of 
the  veaneh  of  the  North  Atlantic  Jilockatling  8qnadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Uampton  Roads,  Vip-gijiia,  Ajfril  15, 1863, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  March  .'U,  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  herewith  a  statement  of  the  present  distribution  of  the  ves- 

sels bolon^in^  to  this  squadron. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.   GOLDRBOROUGH, 

Flag-Offiicer,  Comdg.  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
lion.  <lii)E0N  Welles, 

Setretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  ./>.  (-. 

[  KiirloHurt'.] 

Distribution  of  the  rcsiieh  heloitfiimj  to  the  Nortli  Attantic  Blockading  StjiiadrtfH,  Flag- 
OffivfT  L.  M,  tiotdHhoroiujh  commanding^  April  7.7,  ISOH. 

I  V(.fiiM(>l.  ('oiiuiiimdiii^  oiliiMT.  Stutioiiit.  KoinurkH. I 

I 

MiniicAota      <\i]»tain  (t.J.  Viui  Itriiiit      Hniiiptoit  ItOiulH,  Va..  j 

I  Wnrliunftt      Comiiiaiiflortl.S.  MiMMnMtii..'   <lo    Li>1'(  lor  Vurk  Kivt^r,  AprilG. 
Sun  •Jacinto         ('oiiiiiiaii<Irr  Win.  Koitrkcii-      do   '  a»rir.  ! 
l>a<-otii1i       ('itinniiiiulrrJ.I*.  Mf'KiuHtrv   do   

S^-niinolt'      (■oinuiiindrrJ.I*.  (tilliit   *   dn   I 
Monitor      I^iiMitenant      Connnanding      do   \ 

Wm.  K.  JfllVTrt.  I 

CliotMirn      Lioiitcnant  Commanding  T.  '   do   i 
II.  I'HtterRon.  ' 

l*enobi»oot      Liciitt^nant  rouimandini^  J   do   !         Do. 
M.  n.  (Mil/.  I 

(k'toraru      LimtcnRUt      Commanding      do   
(iiMirgi'  lJn»wn.  I 

Marltlrlieud      Lifiit4Miant      Commandin;;      do   !  ]A!>riforVorkliivor,April4. 
Somervilh*  Nii-holxon. 

ArooMtitok      Lieiitrnant  Comniundtngtl   do   
I  v..  Ifeanmonl. 

liraziliera      A rtinu  Master  W.  T.  f.'il       do   
Ivsple. 
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Di$iHbution  of  the  vessels  helangina  to  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadronj  Flag- 

Officer  L.  M,  Goldshorough  commanding,'  April  15,  1862 — Continued. 

VeMel. Commanding  oflicer. 

Roman   
Charles  Phelps . 

William  Badger 
Ben.  Morgan   

Victoria . . 
Baltimore. 
Patroon... 

Corritack   

KescQo   

Cohassot   

Tonng  America. 

Corwin   

Sebago   

Illinois  .... 
Vanderbilt 
Arago   
Ericsson . . . 
Louisiana.. 

Stars  and  Stripes  . . 

VaUeyCity   

Underwriter   

Hetzel   

Delaware   

Ellis   

Commodore  Perr3*  . 

Commodore  Barney 

Hanchbaok   

Soath6eld   

Shawshecu 

Lockwood. 
Mom   
Ceres   

Pntnam  ... 

Whitehead 

Philadelphia. 
H.  Blinker. . . 

Granite.. 

Daylight. 

State  of  Georgia . . 
Chippewa   

Acting  Master  F.  P.  Allen.. 
Acting    Master    Wra.    F. 

North. 
Acting  Master  H.  P.  Carr. . . 
Acting  Master  Wm.  Shank- 

land. 
Acting  Master  J.  D.Warren 
Acting  Master  C.  Germain. . 
Acting  Master  Robert  G. 

Leiar. 
Acti  ngM  aster  W.F.  Shank- lan(i,jr. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  C.  A. Blanchard. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  R. 
Berrj'. Fin)t   Assistant   Engineer 
Jas.  Hamilton. 

Lieutenant      Commanding 
Thos.  S.  Phelps. 

Lientenant  Commanding  E. 
W.  Henry. 

Lieutenant  D.  S.  Babcock. . . 
Lieutenant  Lefevre   
Lientenant  Gadsden   
Lieutenant  Lowber   
Lientenant  Commanding  A. Murray. 

Lieutenant      Commanding 
Reed  Werden. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J. 
•  C.Chaplin. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A. 
Hopkins. Lieutenant  Commanding  H. 
K.  Davenport. 

Lientenant  Commanding  S. 
P.  Qnackenbush. 

Lientenant  Commanding  C. 
L.  Franklin. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C. 
W.  Flusser. 

Acting    Lieutenant    Com- 
manding R.  T.  Renshaw. 

Acting    Lieutenant    Com- 
manding IL  R.  Colhoun. 

Acting  Volunteer  LieutcMi- 
ant  Commanding  C.  F.  W. 
Behm. 

Acting    Master    Thos.    A. 
Woodward. 

Acting  Master  G.W.  Graves 
Acting  Master  Peter  lla^ys. . 
Acting  Master  J.  MacDiar- 

mid. 
Acting     Master    Wm.    J. 

Ilotchkiss. 
Acting  Master  Charles  A. 
French. 

Acting  Master  8.  Revnohls  . 
Acting    Master  J.  £.  Gid- dings. 

Acting  Master's   Mate  K. Boomer. 
Commander  S.  Lockwood . . . 

Stationw. 

Hampton  Roads,  Va 
  do   

do 
do 

do do 

.do 
..do 
..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

.do 

do 
.do 

do Sounds  of  North  Caro- 
lina. .do 

.do 

do .do 

.do 

.do 

do 

.do 

.do 

.do 

Gemsbok 

Mount  Vernon. 
Jamestown . . . . 
Cambridge   
lConUo«uo   

Commander  J. ii^  Armstrong 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A. 

Bryson. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 

ant Comnuinding  E.  Cav- endy. 

Commander  O.  S.  Glisson  . . . 
Commander  C.  Green   
Commander  W.  A.  Parker  . . 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D. 

L.  Bralne. 

.do 

.do 

.do do 

.do 

do 
.do 

.do 

.do 

Remarks. 

Off  Beaufort,  N.C.. 

do 

.do do 

Off  Wilmington,  N.C 
  .do   
  do   
....do   

>Coal  ships. 

Hospital  ship. 

To  be  used  as  a  ram.  * 

Left  for  York  River,  April5. 

Left  for  York  River,  April 
14. 

>To  be  used  as  rams. 

Left  Hampton  Roads  for 
Baltimore,  April  13,  for 
water.  Thence  to  go  at 
once  to  Beaufort.  April 
15  passed  Hampton  Roads 
on  her  way  to  Beaufort. 

Left  Hampton  Roads,  April 
5,  for  Wilmington. 
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Distribution  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  North  Atlantic  Bloolcading  Squadron,  Fimg^ 
Officer  L,  M,  Goldsborough  commanding,  April  15, 186S — Continaed. 

YesBel. CommandiDg  officer. Stations. Remarks. 

Femandina   

Yoang  Rover   

Dawn   

Aotiiiff  Yolnnteer  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  G.  W. 

Browne. 

Acting  Master  I.  B.  Stndley . 

Lieatenant  Commanding  A. 
O.  Clary. 

Commander  B.  J.  Totten   
Lieatenant  Commanding  H. 

N.  T.  Arnold. 
Actins  Master  W.  Watson. . 

OffWilmin|?ton,N.C. 

Off  Bap pa ban nock 
River,  Va. 

New  York   

Arrived  at  Hampton  Boads 
for  supplies,   April   IS. 
Sent  to  Baltimore  to  x«- 
tum  to  station  at  onoe. 

Undergoing  repairs  »t  Now 

York. Storeship. 
■ 

Brandywine   
Mvatio   

Baltimore,  Md   
  do   

DrftiToxi  ••••••  ••••••   do   Undergoing  repairs  at  Bal- 
TlDcafi ..........   A  ctine  Master  L.  G.  Crane . .   do   timore. 

Zouave  ............ Pilot  kTohn  A.l  Phillips     do   

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGn, 

FJ^iuf'Officer,  Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  G. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
April  15j  1862. 

Have  found  what  seems  to  be  a  good  landing  place  for  Franklin,  who 
has  returned  to  superintend  embarkation  of  his  division.  Naval  rifled 
shells  have  annoyed  enemy  considerably  today.  All  our  work  being 
rapidly  pushed,  but  there  is  an  immense  deal  to  do.  Saw  no  signs 
to-day  of  reenforcements  to  the  enemy.    Weather  good  again. 

G.  B.  McOlellan, 

Major- QeneraL Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  8.  8,  Cur^ rituck, 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
York  River,  Virginia,  April  15,  1862. 

SiR^  Having  no  especial  duty  for  the  Currituck  to-day,  I  can  better 
dispense  with  her  now  than  hereafter,  and  as  she  has  less  than  fifbeea 
days'  provisions,  medical  and  other  stores,  have  concluded  to  dispatch 
her  to  Hampton  Roads,  with  directions  to  hasten  back  as  early  as  pos- 

sible, as  her  light  draft  makes  her  invaluable  to  us  in  the  approachmg 
service  at  this  place. 

The  ammunition  required  to-day  may  be  brought  by  the  Currituck. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•   J.   S.  MiSSROON. 
Commander. 

Plag-OflScer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  U.  8.  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Order  oj  the  Secretary  of  the  N'avy  to  Acting  Master  Oillespiey  U,  8. Navy  J  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  April  15, 1862. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  bark  Braziliera  to  Port  Eoyal,  S.  0., 

and  report  to  FJag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  on  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Master  W.  T.  Gillespie, 
Comdg.  Officer  JJ.  S.  Bark  Braziliera,  Hampton  Roads. 

Explanatory  report  of  Lieutenant   Braine,   U.  8.  Navy,   regarding  the 
execution  of  orders, 

U.  S.  S.  MONTICELLO, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  April  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  communication*  of  the  7th  instant,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  that  I  considered  it  my  duty  as  well  as  the  proper  courtesy 
due  you,  to  report  this  vessel  when  ready  for  sea.  As  regards  my  tele- 

graphing that  I  awaited  the  Department's  orders,  I  must  refer  you  to 
the  fact  that  although  I  had  orders  to  proceed  to  Wilmington,  N.  0., 
with  all  dispatch,  and  I  was  using  every  effort  so  to  do,  yet  the  nature 
of  the  Department's  orders,  detaching  an  assistant  engineer  from  the 
Monticello,  and  directing  him,  upon  her  arrival  at  Hampton  Eoads,  to 
report  to  Flag-OflScer  Goldsborough,  led  me  to  believe  that  I  was  to 
proceed  first  to  Hampton  Eoads,  instead,  as  I  intended,  directly  down 
the  coast.  Being  in  doubt,  I  tolegraphed  as  I  did,  not  wishing  through 
courtesy  to  refer  the  Department  to  the  nature  of  my  orders  whilst  they 
conflicted  with  an  implied  order  alluded  to  above. 

I  am,  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Na/v^y. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  C.  8.  8. 
Virginia  {Merrimack),  and  the  visit  of  the  French  minister  to  Nor- 

folk, Va. 
U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  Wednesday,  April  16, 1862 — 3  p.  m. 
Sir  :  The  Merrimack  and  company  still  keep  themselves  in  reserve, 

and  remain,  I  believe,  anchored  either  off  or  above  Norfolk. 
Yesterday  the  French  man-of-war  Gassendi,  with  the  French  minister, 

M.  Mercier,  on  board,  went  from  this  to  Norfolk,  her  captain  having 
informed  me  that  the  niattor  was  well  understood  at  Washington  and 
by  General  Wool,  to  whom,  I  understood  him  to  say,  M.  Mercier  was 
referred  by  the  Stato  Department.  The  thing,  however,  was  mentioned 
to  me  rather  informally  than  officially,  just  as  he  and  the  minister  were 
quitting  this  ship's  gangway. 

*  S2 

See  p.  209. 
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The  mmister  himself  said  nothing  to  me  upon  the  subject,  although 
he  was  on  board  and  in  conversation  with  me  for  some  time. 

I  am,  very  resi)ecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  (lOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer^  tUmuhf,  Xorih  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  WaMngton^  J>.  C, 

Report  of  Flag- Officer   (fohhhoroughy   l\  8.  Nary,  regarding  the  move 
menta  of  resseU. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  1G,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  F.  S. 
steamers  Fort  Henry  and  Somerset  \n\t  in  here  yesterday  evening  on 
their  way  to  Key  West,  the  former  for  repairs,  the  latter  for  coal.  I 
have  sent  the  Fort  Henry  to  Baltimore. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Currituck  arrived  here  yesterday  from  York  River  for 
supplies. 

Tlie  order  detaching  the  V,  S.  bark  Braziliera  from  this  squadron 
has  been  riHieived. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   (iOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^ 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secret^iry  of  the  Nary. 

Jjettrrfrom  Commander  Missroon,  U,  S.  Nary,  to  Major-Gcneral  McClel- 
Ian,  U.  S,  Army^  regarding  the  shelling  of  York  River  batteries, 

V.  S.  S.  WACntJSETT, 
York  River.  April  IG,  18G2. 

Mv  Dear  General:  i  sent  the  Anacostia  last  night  to  throw  some 

shell  into  Gloucester  at  11  and  1  o'clock.  Her  commander  reports 
t<>  day  that  he  threw  eleven  into  Gh>ucester  and  one  into  York  town, 
several  of  which  were  seen  to  exph)de.  He  says  that  when  he  com- 

menced on  (llou(;ester,  lights  were  visible  where  tluy  were  apparently 
at  work,  but  were  extinguished  immediately.  He  also  informed  me  that 
he  had  no  more  explosive  shells,  and  asked  to  return.  As  I  had  no 
instructi(nis  in  his  case,  I  left  him  to  act  on  his  own  discretion,  in  view 

of  the  orders  he  received  from  (^aptain  VVynian.  He  has  left,  and 
rer] nested  me  to  forward  enclosed  letter  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
»I.    S.   MiSSROON, 

Commander. 

]Major-General  Georoe  li.  McClellan, 
Commanding  Army  of  Potomac,  near  Ynrktotcn.  Va. 

r.  »S.  S.  Anacostia, 
York  Rirer,  April  IG,  18GQ. 

Sir:  I  have  expended  .ill  the  explosive  projectiles  for  the  50-pounder 
rilled  gun,  au<l  as  ( -aiitain  Missroon  will  not  give  his  consent  for  uc 
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to  bring  the  O-inch  guns  into  action  even  at  night,  fearing  that  we  may 
be  crippled,  and  that  in  assisting  ns  he  may  get  some  of  his  own  ves- 

sels crippled,  which  he  wishes  to  keep  in  good  order  for  what  he  con- 
siders more  important  daties  expected  hereafter.  1  am  therefore  of  but 

little  use  here  at  present,  and  shall  return  to  day  to  the  Potomac,  when 
I  hope  to  exchange  my  9-inch  guns  for  a  couple  of  80-pounder  rifled 
guns,  and  with  them  to  return  here  soon.  We  have  landed  in  the 
enemy's  works  between  twenty  and  forty  shells  since  we  have  been  here. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 
O.  C.  Badger, 

TAeutenant,  Commanding. 

[Major-General  Geo.  B.  McClellan,  IT.  S.  Army, 
Commanding  Army  of  Potomac^  near  Yorktoinij  Va.] 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan^  U,  8.  Navy^  regarding  the  expedition  up  the 
Pasquotank  River,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  N.  0.,  A2)ril  16, 1802. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser  ascended  the  Pasquotank  to 
within  3  miles  of  the  locks  with  the  Whitehead  and  Putnam. 

Here  the  river  became  so  crooked  that  he  considered  it  very  hazard- 
ous to  go  farther,  owing  to  the  danger  from  musketry  or  shell,  and  the 

impossibility  of  turning  the  vessels. 
Colonel  Hawkins  sent  a  detachment  from  lioanoke  to  cooperate  in 

this  movement,  which  resulted  in  the  ca])ture  of  upward  of  70  militia, 
who  are  now  prisoners  on  the  island,  and  the  obstruction  of  the  new 
cut  in  the  river  through  one  of  the  sharp  turns. 
We  are  getting  up  a  strong  force,  to  be  commanded  by  (leneral  Reno, 

for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  locks. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.   liOWAN, 

♦  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Flag-OfHcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flngoficers  commanding  blockad- 
ing squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  movement  of 

vessels  from  foreign  ports  carrying  munitions  of  war. 

Navy  Department,  April  IG,  1863. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  extracts  from  a  dispatch  of  the  U.  S.  consul 

at  Liverpool  to  the  Department  of  State,  dated  the  29th  ultimo,  giving 
further  information  concerning  the  bark  Mary  and  in  relation  to  a 
vessel  called  the  Eaglets  Wing;  also  extracts  from  a  dispatch  of  the 
U.  8.  minister  to  Belgium,  dated  the  28th,  and  from  dis])at<ihes  of  the 
U.  S.  consul  at  Hamburg,  dated  the  26th  and  27th  ultimo,  respecting 
the  steamer  Bahama. 

The  screw  steamer  Pacific,  of  which  you  have  been  jmI vised  hereto- 
fore, is  reported  as  at  London  on  the  27th  ultimo,  loaded  with  powder, 
N  w  R— VOL  7   16 
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gaiis,  Rwonls,  bliiiikctH,  cannon,  eb-.,  witb  the  intention  of  sailing  the 
iiext  day  for  NanHaii,  or  Boino  one  of  tlie  blockaded  porta. 

I  aiu,  I'espect fully,  your  obedient  Msrvnut, Gideon  Wellss. 

Flag  Oflicer  \Vm.  W.  McKean, 
Voiudy.  Eastern  Guff  Blockii4mg  Squailroa. 

l-'lag-Officer  L.  M.  Golusborough, 
Vtmulg.  Xorlh  AllnHlic  Blocladinij  Sriuadron,  Hampton  Soath. 

Flttg-Officer  1).  ft.  Fakbaiiut, 
Comdij.  ̂ Veateri^  Qulf  BlockaiUng  (iquatlron,  Ship  Inland. 

Flug-Ofticcr  S.  F.  Du  Pomt, 
Citmtlg,  Soulh  A  tlantto  Hlockiiding  iSquadrtm,  Port  Royal,  S.  O. 

[EucluBure.] 

From  the  IT.  S.  consulate  at  LiveriKioI,  dated  March  29, 1802: 

•  •  •  Tlie  bark  .l/«i-i/,  i-eferretl  to  in  dixpatrli  Ko.  i'2,  sailed  on  the 
2Tth.  I  nnderittMiid  8bo  took  on  a  large  (juaulityof  {wwder  while  in 
tlie  river.  Slie  will  make  din^ct  for  one  of  the  Sonthern  ports,  I  think 
Wilinintrtnii,  and  attempt  to  run  tlie  blocka<1e.  Slieinowncd  by  Fernie 
Brotlier.s  &  (Jo.     Her  oon^ignt'es  at  Liverpool  am  luville  &  TomlinRon. 

A  ismall  boat  railed  tlie  Kaglv's  Wing,  of  lili  tons  bni-deti,  owned  by 
Curry,  ivelloi-k  &  Oo.,  cleared  and  sailed  yesterday  for  Uaviiiia  nud 
Naxsan.  Slio  earriei*  a  mixed  cargo  for  the  8outh,  and  I  am  iufiirmed 
will  attempt  to  run  thi*  bloukadc.     •     •    " 
From  the  U.  S.  miui»ter  at  Kntsaels,  dateil  March  28, 1802: 

*  *  *  I  have  the  h<mor  to  eueloso  herewith  some  inforinatioii 
touching  the  Hteiuner  lluhamii,  referred  to  in  my  diit|mteh  No.  55,  as 
being  engaged  at  Hamburg  taking  in  a  large  and  valuable  cargo  of 
cautiouH  and  small  arms  for  the  reliels.  She  will  itrobably  leave  to-day 
or  t'>-iiiom>w,  with  the  intention  of  seeking  to  ran  the  blockade.  I  also 
enclose  a  sketch  of  the  vessel. 

She  is  a  new  screw  steamer  of  alioiit  a  thousand  h>ns  nieasniemeut, 

iminted  black,  with  a  namnv  red  strii)u  aroiiud  her  waist ;  yellowish- 
gray  below  the  water  line;  yellow  houses  nud  boats;  much  gilt  and  fili- 

gree work  about  her  bows  and  stern;  upjier  half  of  her  chimney  red, 
lower  half  black;  name  gilded  on  light-blne  ground  on  each  bow  aud 

iiiwii  her  stern;  i-oofs  of  her  houses  munded  and  painted  white;  three 
masts,  two  of  them  siinareriggeil,  canying  topgailaut  sails;  beads  aud 
yards  painted  black;  five  bouts  in  sight. 
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From  the  U.  S.  consnl  at  Hambarg,  dated  March  26  and  27, 1862 : 

The  Bahama  is  still  loading  with  contraband.  Up  to  the  24th  sixty- 
four  brass  cannon  had  been  put  on  board  of  her,  6  and  12  pounders.  I 
am  fearful  that  her  name  will  be  changed,  because  her  commander  yes- 

terday sent  the  ship's  clock  to  a  clock  maker  to  have  the  word  Bahama 
taken  off  and  his  own  name,  Captain  E.  L.  Tessier,  substituted. 

At  present  she  draws  16  feet  of  water,  and  when  she  is  fully  loaded 
she  will  draw  from  18  to  19  feet.    •    •    • 

Report  of  Commander  Missrootiy  U.  S.  Navy^  of  the  shelling  of  tlie  York 
Biver  batteries  by  the  U.  8.  ii.  Seba^o. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
York  Rivevy  April  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  enclose  requisition  of  the  Sebago  for  ammunition. 
The  Sebago  has  been  throwing  shells  from  her  loO-pounder  ritle  into 

Yorktowu  and  Gloucester  at  intervals,  and  with  effect,  for  the  last  two 
days.  Her  fire  was  returned  from  two  heavy  rifles  on  the  Yorktown 
works  yesterday,  which,  though  it  did  not  strike  her,  exhibited  excel- 

lent long-range  practice,  throwing  the  water  over  her  and  all  passing 
in  close  proximity.  The  object  having  been  obtained,  I  withdrew  her 
by  signal. 

I  have  taken  100  tons  coal  from  the  Ontario.  The  Currituck  has 
received  40  tons,  and  the  army  vessels  20  tons.  A  small  balance  of  a 
few  tons  is  now  going  to  the  Marblehead.  We  shall  require  at  an 
early  day — say  in  Ave  days  or  less  time — about  100  tons  of  coal  for  the 
Penobscoty  Sebago,  and  Marblehead. 

Bespectfully,  sir, 
J.   S.  MiSSROON, 

Commander. 
Flag-OfBcer  L.  M.  Goldsbobouoh, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8.  Navj^  regarding  the  crew  of 
the  U.  8.  bark  Braziliera. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
HiMnpton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  17, 1862. 

SiB:  The  present  crew  of  the  Braziliera  is  made  up  essentially  of 
men  who  belonged  to  the  Congress  and  Cumberland,  with  one  man  who 
belonged  to  the  Whitehall  and  four  men  who  belonged  to  the  R.  B. 
Forbes.  As  these  men  have  not  yet  received  their  accounts,  and  as  it 
is  the  wish  of  the  Department  to  indulge  them  with  a  leave  of  absence 
for  a  while,  I  respectfully  request  permission  to  send  the  Braziliera  np 
the  Potomac  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  transfer  over  to  that  vessel  the 
above  men  and  to  receive  from  her  an  equal  number  in  return. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GoLDSBOBOUon, 

Flag-Office,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Seeretwry  of  the  Na/vy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  /Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldshoroughj  Z7.  flL 
Nacy^  approving  1)1  an  of  operations  against  the  0.  S,  S.  Virginia  {Met- 
ri7naok)j  and  enjoining  cooperation  with  Major-General  MeClellan  in 
York  River. 

Navy  Department,  April  17^  1862. 

Sir:  The  measures  adopted  by  the  Goveriiuieiit  and  yourself  in  rela- 
tion to  the  armored  steamer  Merrima^'k  will,  I  think,  under  your  direc- 
tion and  execution,  be  elective  in  overpowering  her,  provided  she  gives 

you  the  opportunity.  If  she  does  not,  her  power  will  be  restri<;ted  to 
narrow  limits  and  where  it  will  be  comparatively  harmless.  Should  she 
venture  out,  the  Minnesota^  or  some  [onej  or  more  of  the  large  steamers, 
will  be  able,  I  doubt  not,  under  full  speed,  to  run  her  down.  The 
Department  has  full  confidence  in  your  judgment  and  etticiency  in  the 
dis(?harge  of  this  and  every  duty  intrusted  to  you. 

The  attention  of  the  whole  country,  as  well  as  of  the  Department,  is 
turned  with  intense  interest  at  this  time  to  the  naval  and  army  move- 

ments in  lower  Virginia.  1  commend  your  determination  not  to  be 
drawn  into  a  contiict  where  the  enemy  can  take  you  at  disa<lvantage, 
and  would  enjoin  unceasing  vigilance  at  every  point.  It  can  not  be 
many  days  before  the  Galena^  wliich  is  now  receiving  her  armament  on 
board,  will  be  with  you,  and  will,  I  trust,  prove  an  efficient  acquisition 
to  your  squadron.  Your  determination,  should  the  enemy  shell  !New- 
port  News,  not  to  be  drawn  among  the  shoals  and  narrow  waters  there- 

abouts, seems  to  me  wise  and  proper. 
You  will  actively  and  earnestly  cooperate  with  Major-General 

McClellan,  whose  position  and  movements  at  Yorktown  and  on  York 
River  are  of  momentous  interest  and  consequence  to  the  whole  country. 
Any  and  all  aid  that  you  can  render  him  and  the  Army  you  will 
extend  at  all  times.  It  is  important  and  absolutely  essential  that  he 
should  secure  all  the  assistance  that  he  may  re<iuire  of  the  Navy  and 
that  it  is  in  your  power  to  bestow,  consistently  with  your  other  duties. 

The  general  objects  and  designs  of  the  (lOvernment,  and  the  great 
interests  dependent  on  the  naval  and  army  movements  in  the  vicinity 
of  Ham]>ton  Roads,  are  well  understood  by  you.  In  a<ldition  to  the 
general  fa(;ts  from  time  to  time  connnunicated  to  you,  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  visited  you  on  your  station  and  made  known 
the  wishes  of  the  (iovernment  in  person. 

Whether  and  to  what  extent  you  can  detsich  any  portion  of  your  com- 
mand from  tlieir  employment  on  other  stations  at  this  juncture  I  am 

unable  to  decide.  To  your  judgment  these  and  other  matters  are  con- 
fided with  a  solicitude  and  anxiety  that  1  can  not  express,  but  with  a 

confidence  that  the  crountry  will  not  be  disappointed  in  you. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-OfHcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Jioads. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flag-Offi^cer  Goldsbarough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Young  Borer  and  the  limits  of  his  com- 
mand. 

Navy  Department,  April  /;,  1802. 

I  tSiR:  The  steam  bark  Young  Rover  has  been   <letached  from  your 
squadron  and  ordered  to  report  for  duty  in  the  Potomao  Flotilla,  under 
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Lieutenant  Commanding  Wyman,  the  order  of  transfer  having  been 
sent  direct. 

Your  command  will  not  hereafter  embrace  the  Bappahannock  Eiver, 
which  is  placed  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wyman,  of 
the  flotilla. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-OflScer  L.  M.  Goldsbohouoh, 
Covidg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  :/7, 1862. 

There  are  not  any  ships'  carriages  for  Parrott's  100-pounders  that 
can  be  spared  from  our  ordnance,  but  it  is  thought  that  the  8-inch  case- 

mate carriages,  of  which  there  are  some  on  hand  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
can  be  made  to  answer  with  very  little  alteration. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Msgor-General  McClellan. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldshoroughy  TJ.  8.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  War- 
reuy  U.  8,  Navy^  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Victoria^  to  proceed  to  duty  off 
Wilmington^  N.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads^  April  17 j  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  with  the  U.  S.  ̂ .Vic- 
toria under  your  command.  Immediately  on  your  arrival  you  will 

report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  there  for  duty  in  closely  and  vigor- 
ously blockading  the  place  until  further  orders,  or  so  long  as  your  sup- 

ply of  fuel  and  provisions  will  possibly  permit. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.   GOLDSnOROUOH, 
Flag -Officer. 

Acting  Master  Commanding  J.  D.  Wabben, 
U.  8.  8.  Victoriay  Hampton  Roads^  Virginia. 

General  report  of  FUigOfficer  Ooldshorough,  U.  8.  Navy,  acknowledging 
tlie  Departments  communications. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSj  Virginia,  April  IH,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  yesterday 

dispatched  the  U.  S.  S.  Victoria  to  assist  in  the  blockade  ofl"  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C. 

I  have  this  day,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department,  appointed 
Barry  D.  Mulligan  an  acting  third  assistant  engineer  in  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
and  ordered  him  to  report  for  duty  on  board  the  steamer  Rescue. 

Your  communication  of  April  16,  conveying  further  information  con- 
cerning the  bark  Mary,  the  steamships  Bahama,  PaciJiCj  etc.^  has  been 

received  and  printed. 
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The  steamer  EricHson  left  the  wharf  at  New  York  on  Wednesday,  the 
9th  of  April,  at  1  p.  lu.,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  the  quarantine,  where, 
on  a(*couiit  of  bad  weatlier,  she  anchored  for  the  night  and  proceeded 
on  her  voyage  at  9  o'clock  tlie  next  morning. 

Vonr  dispatcli  of  the  17th  instant^  api)roving  of  my  course  with 
reference  to  the  enemy,  and  expressing  the  solicitude  of  the  Department 
concerning  the  present  as^x^ct  of  affairs  in  and  about  Hampton  KoadSi 
has  been  received. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOnOH, 

Fhuj'Officvr^  Comdff.  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Wa^hingtoUj  D.  C. 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  Qoldshorongh^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Pilot  PhillipiSj  com- 
manding U.  aS.  S.  Zouavey  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  JS,  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once,  being  ready,  to  Hampton  Hoads  with 
the  Zouave  under  your  comnuind.  The  <iuestion  you  asked  can  be 
answered  heie. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROITGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Pilot  Comman<ling  John  A.  Phillips, 

U.  tS.  Gunboat  ZouavCy  Baltimore j  Md. 

rr  of  Flag- Officer  Goldnhoroughj  l\  S.  Xary,  to  Acting  Master  Wat- 
7i,  U,  S,  Xavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dragon,  to  proceed  to  Hampton 

Ordr 
Hon, 
Roads, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  IH^  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once,  being  rea4ly,  to  Hampton  Roads  with 
the  Dragon  under  your  command. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
li.  M.  GOLDSHOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  .Master  Commanding  \V.  Watson, 

r.  S.  Gimhoat  Dragon,  Baltimore^  Md. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer   Goldshorough,    U.  8.  Xavy,  aclcnowledging  the 
Departmcnfn  commendatory  letter. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia^  April  VJ,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  acknowledging  yesterday  the  receipt  of  your  communication* 
of  the  17th  instant,  commending  the  course  1  have  pursued  and  intend 

*  See  p.  244. 
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to  par»ue  in  relation  to  the  Merrimack^  and  expressing  confidence  in 
my  ability  to  discbarge  tbe  duties  intrusted  to  me,  1  did  not  obey  the 
impulse  of  my  heart  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  kindness  and 
consideration  it  evinces,  because  I  really  had  not  time  to  do  so.  Owing 
to  the  large  mails  which  now  arrive  here,  scarcely  more  than  an  honr 
or  so  intervenes  between  the  time  of  receiving  my  letters  and  that  of 
the  departure  of  the  return  mail,  and  consequently  I  have  but  a  very 
limited  period  at  my  disposal  to  frame  my  replies. 

Your  communication,  sir,  is  very  gratifying  to  my  feelings  on  many 
accounts,  but  especially  so,  because  of  the  outrageous  and  ridiculous 
comments  made  by  some  of  the  newspapers  of  the  country  in  alluding 
to  the  Merrimack's  visit  the  other  day. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  objects  and  designs  of  the  Government  in  this 
vicinity,  and  I  well  know,  too,  the  intense  interest  they  excite,  and  how 
much  there  is  at  stake.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  that  everything  in  my 
power  shall  be  done  to  carry  them  out,  and  bring  about  the  most  happy 
results.    I  only  await  a  suitable  opportunity  to  crush  the  Merrimack, 
Any  and  all  aid  that  I  can  render  General  McClellan,  consistently 

with  my  duties  here,  shall  be  most  cheerfully  extended  to  him  and  his 
army  at  Yorktown  and  on  York  River. 
Again  thanking  you,  sir,  most  profoundly,  for  the  encouragement 

your  letter  in  view  ait'ords,  I  have  tbe  honor  to  subscribe  myself, 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FUtg-Officer^  Comd^.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C. 

Report  of  Fla>g- Officer  Ooldsborough^   U.  S.  Navy^    acknowledging  the 
Departments  communication  regarding  the  limits  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
April  17,  informing  me  that  the  Kappahannock  River  is  nu  longer 
embraceu  in  my  command,  and  of  the  detiichmeut  of  the  Young  Rover 
from  this  squadron.  To-day  1  have  receivexl  your  comniunication  con- 

cerning the  supply  vessels  Connecticut^  Rhode  Island,  and  Massachusetts, 
I  have  to-day,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department,  ap|)ointed 

Ja(*.ob  [John  J.]  Everhart  an  acting  master's  mate,  with  orders  to  report 
for  duty  on  board  the  Brandyicine  at  Baltimore. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

FUig-Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  J  Washingtc.    D.  G. 

Report  of  Commander  Lockwoo'^  J.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed  plan  of attack  v;    n  Fort  Macon^  N,  C. 

U.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
ijlockading  off  Beaufort^  N.  C,  April  19, 1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  ̂ onor  to  report  my  arrival  here  with  the  U.  S.  S. 
Daylight  on  tbe  I.i  ch  instant,  and  on  relieving  Commander  Prentiss,  he 



248        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

proceodecl  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Albatross  to  Port  Royal,  taking  with  him  a 

small  propeller,  the  Magicj  attached  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pout's  command, 
which  had  put  in  here  in  distress.  I  called  on  the  commanding  general, 
Parke,  whose  heiulquarters  are  on  Bogne  Island  [Bauksfj.  I  have  on 
board  of  my  vessel  a  signal  ottlcer  and  two  privates  belonging  to  his 
command,  and  am  thus  enabled  to  commanicate  with  him  at  all  times. 

On  the  following  day  I  held  a  consaltntion  with  the  commanders  of 
the  dilferent  vessels  relative  to  our  several  duties  and  submitted  a  plan 
of  atta(;k  on  Fort  Macon  by  the  naval  forces,  which,  after  an  interchange 
of  views  and  opinions,  was  adopted  and  will  be  carried  into  execution 
when  the  land  forces  have  comi)leted  their  batteries  and  signify  their 
readiness  to  open  fire.  Our  plan  is  similar  to  that  practiced  at  Port 
Royal. 
General  Burnside,  who  is  at  Xew  Berne,  I  am  informed,  dispatched 

four  days  ago  a  schooner  loaded  with  coal  from  Hatteras  Inlet  for  this 
place  for  the  TJ.  S.  S.  /State  of  Georgia  and  the  Chipjpetcaj  which  we  are 
expecting  to  arrive  hourly. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  opportunity  of  doing  something  to  establish  my 
fair  fame  may  not  be  taken  from  me,  and  that  the  contemplated  attack 
on  Fort  Macon  will  enable  me  to  confound  my  enemies,  and  that  this 
foul  conspiracy  against  me  may  be  exposed. 

I  hope  that  summary  measures  may  be  taken  in  reference  to  the  base 
conduct  of  Acting  Paymaster  Charles  H.  Denison,  which  I  reported  to 
you  from  Baltimore,  and  could  there  be  a  general  removal  of  the  ofiicers 
of  this  vessel  to  break  up  this  combination  the  interests  of  the  service 
would  be  promotctl. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Samuel  Lockwood, 

Commander, 
Flag-Ollicer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

ComiUj.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

P.  S. — I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  officers  of  this  vessel. 
S.  L. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  to  Commander  Taylor^  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
proceed  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Galena  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  Department,  April  19, 1862. 
Sm:  Proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Hampton  Roads  with  the 

steamer  Galena  under  your  command  and  report  to  Flag-Oflficer  L.  M. 
Goldsborough. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 
Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  Alfred  Taylor, 
New  York. 

Letter  from  H.  K.  Ixiwrence,  esq.^  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary,  proposing 
to  destroy  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  (Merrimack). 

Washington,  J).  0.,  April  IS,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  propose  to  the  Navy  Department  to  destroy  the  rebel  ironclad 

steamers  Merrimack,  Jamestown,  and  Yorktown  within  twenty  days  from 
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this  date,  the  IJuited  States  Government  paying  me  for  the  destruction 
of  the  steamer  Merrimack  $500,000  and  for  the  destruction  of  the  steam- 

ers Jamestoicn  and  YorJctown  $100,000  each. 
The  respective  sams  named  to  be  paid  on  the  destruction  by  me  of 

either  of  the  said  steamers.  The  Government  is  to  furnish  me  with 
2,000  pounds  of  gunpowder  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  necessary 
transportation  for  my  men  and  apparatus  from  the  city  of  Washington 
to  a  point  as  near  the  said  steamers  as  shall  be  deemed  safe  to  venture. 

In  event  of  the  said  steamers  being  removed  from  their  present  posi- 
tion, beyond  my  reach,  or  being  destroyed  by  other  means  before  the 

expiration  of  this  proposal,  then  the  Government  shall  refund  to  me  the 
amount  of  my  actual  outlay  to  carry  out  this  proposal,  not  to  exceed 
$1,800. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  K.  Lawrence. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  i>.  0. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  H.  K.  Lawrence^  esq,,  in  regard 
to  his  proposition  to  destroy  the  0.  S.  S.  Virginia  (Merrimack). 

Navy  Department,  April  18, 1862. 
You  are  informed,  in  reply  to  yours  of  this  date  proposing  to  destroy 

the  Merrimackj  Jamestown,  and  Yorktown  for  a  specified  amount,  that 
if  you  state  your  plans  to  the  Department  your  proposal  will  be 
considered. 

Very  respectfully, 
Gideon  Welles. 

H.  K.  Lawrence, 
Washington. 

Letter  from  H.  K.  Lawrence,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  regarding 
plan  for  the  destruction  of  the  0.  S.  S.  Virginia  (Merrimack)  by  means 

of  submarine  armor's. 
April  19, 1862. 

Sir:  I  propose  to  the  Navy  Department  to  destroy  the  rebel  ironclad 
steamer  Merrimack  within  twenty  days  from  this  date  and  to  prepare 
for  the  purpose  four  submarine  armors,  for  which  the  Department  shall 
pay  me  $1,800,  payable  at  the  time  I  shall  leave  Fort  Monroe  with  my 
men  to  carry  out  this  proposal.  The  Department  shall  furnish  me  with 
1,500  pounds  gunpowder  and  facilities  and  material  to  manufacture  the 
necessary  torpedoes  at  the  arsenal  in  Washington. 

In  event  of  my  success  in  destroying  the  Merrimack  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Department,  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  pledges  himself  to 

recommend  an  appropriation  by  Congress  of  $100,000  as  my  compensa- 
tion and  to  use  his  influence  and  best  exertions  to  have  said  appropria- 
tion passed. 

H.  K.  Lawrence. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 
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Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  FUig- Officer  Golds- 
borough,  U,  8,  Navy,  regarding  the  affairs  of  his  command. 

Private.]  Favv  Department,  April  19, 1862. 
Dear  Commodore:  I  have  yonr  two  notes.  I  am  glad  Missroon  is 

more  in  accord  with  the  General.  He  is  one  of  our  best  oflicers.  The 
Navy  is  suffering  severely  from  the  condition  of  things  at  Ilampton 
Koads,  the  great  public  not  understanding  why  wo  can  not  take  York- 
town.  The  feeling  here  is  that  McClellan  has  put  himself  into  a  very 
tight  place,  and  that  a  rush  past  the  batteries  at  Yorktown  only  c^m 
relieve  him,  or  very  greatly  assist  him.  The  President  sends  daily 
about  the  Galena,  and  Paulding  promises  her  Tuesday.  The  Maratanza, 
double  rudder,  has  sailed  from  Boston.  The  command  of  this  latter 
vessel  you  are  to  leave  vacant.  I  wish  John  K.  jGoldsborough]  was 
here  to  take  her.  The  best  officers  seem  to  wish  this  class  of  vessels, 
and  we  will  try  and  work  him  into  one.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
Galena,  I  presume  from  the  anxiety  the  general  expressed  to  me,  that 
he  would  like  to  have  her  above  Yorktown.  »Some  of  our  brave  fellows 
will  have  to  go  with  her,  but  I  do  not  feel  very  great  anxiety.  A  pas- 

sage at  night,  under  full  steam,  across  the  line  of  fire  has  been  demon- 
strated by  this  war  to  be  easy  of  accomiilishment. 

Most  truly,  yours, 
G.  V.  Fox. 

Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan^  U,  8,  Navy^  regarding  the  expediti4)n  to  the 
Diemal  8wamp  Canal. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  FAizaheth  City,  April  no,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  h»ft  New  Berne  on  the 
evening  of  the  17th,  followed  by  two  of  the  large  army  transports  with 
two  regiments,  which  were  Joined  by  three  regiments  ot  Coloiiel  Haw- 

kins' command,  all  under  the  command  of  iirigadier-General  Keno. 
This  united  force  left  Roanoke  Island  at  5  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the 
18th  and  reached  the  point  of  debarkation  opposite  Cobb's  l*oint  about 
10  o'clock  the  same  night. 

This  command  was  landed  by  the  boats  of  the  Navy  and  transport 
vessels  between  midnight  and  daylight,  together  with  three  wagons, 
loaded  with  blasting  material  for  the  purjmse  of  destroying  the  locks 
in  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal. 

The  head  of  the  column  did  not  move  into  the  road  till  nearly  day- 
light; the  rear  left  about  7  o'clock.  The  force  moved  up  the  h*ft  bank 

of  the  Pasquotank  about  8  to  10  miles,  when  the  enemy  met  it  about 
2,000  strong.  A  bnsk  but  short  engagement  t/ook  i>Iace  at  a  point 
about  1  to  2  miles  below  the  river  bridge,  and  about  3  miles  below  the 
first  lock.  The  enemy  were  driven  back  and  our  troo])s  held  the  tield, 
where  they  bivouacked.  At  10  o'clock  the  same  night  our  troops  com- 

menced to  retire  for  the  i>oint  of  debarkation,  which  Avas  reached  at 
early  daylight  on  Sunday  morning,  destroying  the  bridges  behind  them. 

The  troops  were  embarked  as  soon  as  possible  and  returned.  Gen- 
eral Reno  left  here  for  New  Berne  about  noon,  having  left  a  letter  to 

be  sent  on  shore  under  flag  of  truce  asking  i>ermission  to  remove  the 
remainder  of  his  wounded,  about  eleven  in  number. 
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Oar  force  was  3,000  effective  men,  and  our  loss  is  10  to  15  killed  and 
30  to  40  wounded.  The  enemy  lost  20  to  30  killed;  his  wounded  were 
removed,  it  is  supposed. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  lock  has  not  been  destroyed. 
Ab(»ut  10  o'clock  1  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  fallen 

ba(!k  on  !N'orfolk.  I  presume  he  will  return  immediately  on  learning that  our  troops  are  moving  in  an  opposite  direction. 
I  shall  destroy  the  mouth  of  the  North  River  Canal*  before  I  leave,  if 

I  can  get  the  services  of  the  submarine  material  from  the  engineer. 
1  am  loading  an  additional  vessel  with  sand  to  be  sunk  at  the  mouth. 

If  I  had  the  JUllis  here  now,  I  would  send  her  to  the  locks  and  blow 
them  up,  notwithstanding  the  danger  to  the  vessel  from  the  flood  and 
rapids  consequent  thereon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  G.  Rowan, 

Gommafiding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces^  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 
Flag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Boad^. 

Order  of  Flag-Offlcer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Browne,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  return  to  duty  off  Wilmington,  N,  G. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Boads,  April  20, 1862. 

Sir:  Unless  you  have  received  orders  from  Washington  detaining 
you  at  Baltimore  you  will,  as  soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  as  possible, 
return  with  the  CJ.  S.  bark  Feniandina  under  your  command  off  Wil- 

mington, iN*.  C,  and  remain  there  as  formerly,  blockading  the  place until  further  orders,  or  until  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  you  to  leave 
there  for  supplies.  It  is  entirely  unnecessiiry,  I  take  it,  for  you  to  touch 
at  these  roads.  The  enclosed  printed  information  is  for  distribution 
among  the  commanders  of  blockading  vessels  off  Wilmington. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  W.  Browne, 
U.  8,  Bark  Fernandina,  Gare  of  Navy  Agent,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major- General 
Wool,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  a  system  of  signals  in  case  of  attack  by 
the  enemy. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Boads,  April  20,  1862. 

General:  I  deem  it  proper  to  communicate  to  you  that  in  case  of  a 
night  attack  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  or  an  attempt  on  his  part  to 
escape  by  us,  all  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  squadron  under  my  com- 

mand and  acting  under  my  authority  will  hoist  at  one  of  their  mast- 
beads  three  lights,  disposed  of  vertically,  the  upper  one  red,  the  next 

*A  part  of  Albeniiirle  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 
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below  it  blue,  and  tlie  lower  one  red,  in  onli-r  tlmt  tliey  may  lio  reiulily 
<IistirigiiiKlii-il  from  tLose  of  tlie  t'lieniy,  and  ttms  not  be  lireii  iijiou  by 
tlio  Kinis  (>r  I'oilresB  Monroe  or  the  Itiii  Kaiis.  Besides  tbese]iglita, 
each  of  my  vessels,  if  absolutely  necessary,  will  resort  to  tbe  private 
iiigiit  signal  to  make  lierself  known  an  one  of  ourselves,  wbicli  nip^lit 
signal  is  a  single  roll  of  tireworks,  tbe  first  third  of  wliicb  exhibits  n 
whife  color,  the  second  tbird  a  red  color,  and  tbe  last  third  a  greeu 
color,  ewh  tbird  lasting,  perhaps,  only  the  fractional  part  of  a  inniute, 
and  oneb  snccccding  the  otber  with  only  an  intervnl  of  a  few  seconds, 
Tbe  answer  t<i  tbis  private  night  signal,  if  made  by  anyone  or  more  of 
my  veiisfis,  will  be  alsf)  a  singlei  roll  of  fireworks,  witb  the  Orst  third 
exliibiting  a  red  color,  tbe  8e<x>nd  third  awhit6C(dor,and  the  luNt  tbird 
a  rod  color;  but  it  is  not  likely  in  tbe  cases  pnt  that  any  answerti  will 
be  necessary,  and  therefore  in  all  probability  none  will  be  mode. 

In  the  event,  however,  of  any  iittuck  by  the  eneiny,or  bis  attempt  to 
escape,  this  «hip  and  others  in  all  probability  will  have  t«  make  varimiH 
night  signals  in  tbe  way  of  orders  nnd  recognition,  Init  these  are  not  to 
lie  confounded  with  those  just  alluded  to;  and.  in  order  to  guard  ciire 
folly  against  anytbing  of  tbe  sort,  the  colored  lights  at  tbe  tuastbead 
mentioned  above  sbonid  be  kept  stciulily  in  view  and  regarded,  nnleas 
shot  away,  as  a  governing  symbol. 

Shonld  you  deem  it  advisable,  I  will,  with  jiletvsare,  make  anyone  or 
more  of  your  olbcers,  whom  you  may  designate,  ac(|uaint«d  witb  our 
code  of  nigbt  signals,  witb  the  understanding  that  he,  or  they,  will 
regard  the  information  as  ̂ ttrtctly  conlidentiul  and  oidy  to  be  nsed  to 
avoid  accidents.  It  o<'cars  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  to  keep  (he  light 
»f  tbe  lighthouse  at  Fortress  Monroe  from  showing  at  all  in  the  direc- 

tion of  Eliaabetb  Kiver,  and  nIs'O  that  no  light  whatever  Rhonld  bo 
exhibited  on  tbe  Ei|i  Raps,  Will  ymi  permit  ine  to  suggest,  then^tfore, 
that  orders  be  given  accord iipgly.  The  light  bouse  at  Fortress  Monroe 
isagovcniingmark  for  vessels  coining  from  Koi  folk,  and  by  blinding  the 
]K>rtion  mentioned  no  inconvenience  can  be  cxpcneuoed  by  oumelvea. 

I  am,  very  rcspectfnlly,  yonr  obedieut  servant, 
L.  M.  GoLDsnoROFon, 

M^or  General  Joira  F.  WrioL. 

Vommnitding  DcjmrhncHi  of  I'lr^iJiid,  t'orlress  Monroe,  l'«. 

lAittrr  from  Majm-aeneral  Wool,  V.  S.  Armi/,  to  Flag-Offii-rr  Oold»bar. 
oiitjii,  (',  S.  ynry,  reijardimj  fommunicatiiin  hy  Mifftial. 

HHAUijIIARTERS    DEPAUTMBNT    01'    VlBQINIA, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.:  April  ;-yJ,  1SG3. 

Sir:  I  thank  you  for  yonr  commonicalion  of  today.  Tbe  signals 
di-^Mcribed  will  claim  my  particular  attention,  and  1  will  send  an  officer 
(perhaps  two)  to  see  yon  and  receive  yonr  exjilanations  of  tbeir  use 

when  tbe  .Ifcm'tHncA"  again  niiikes  her  appearance.  One  of  tbe  offlccrs will  be  tlie  signal  ofllccr,  who  may  possibly  make  an  arraiigement  with 
you  to  have  a  signal  officer  on  board  of  your  ship  to  Migiiitli/e  with 
the  fort. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  K.  Woni,, 

Major-dcnrral. 
Flag-Olbcer  K.  M.  tiOLDSDoRuruu. 
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Letter  from  Major-Oenetal  McClellan^  U.  8.  Army,  to  the  Asswtant  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy^  making  enquiry  regardiny  the  preparation  of  the 

U.  8.  8.  Oalena. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  April  20^  1862, 
[Sir:]  How  soon  can  I  coant  on  the  Oalena  with  certaiiity?  I  am 

fast  reachiDg  a  point  where  the  success  of  my  operations  must,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  depend  upon  the  fact  of  her  cooperation,  or  the  reverse. 

She  will  be  of  very  great  assistance  to  me,  and,  if  she  can  do  what  we 
were  talking  of,  will  shorten  my  work  here  very  much. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  GeiieraL 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Qoldshorough^  U.  8,  Navy^  to  Major-Oeneral 
Wooly  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  light-house  at  Fort  Monroe. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads^  April  21,  1862, 

General:  In  your  note  of  yesterday  you  do  not  allude  to  my  prop- 
osition concerning  the  light-house  at  Fort  Monroe,  and,  therefore,  it 

may  be  that  I  did  not  make  myself  sufficiently  understood. 
The  light  of  that  lighthouse  is  a  governing  mark  by  night  for  ves- 

sels coming  from  Norfolk,  and  it  ought,  therefore,  I  think,  [be]  at  once 
so  blinded  by  boards  or  otherwise  as  to  show  no  light  whatever  in  that 
direction,  and  it  should  be  kept  so  blinded  as  long  as  this  war  lasts  as 
it  does.  This  will  occasion  no  inconvenience  to  vessels  approaching 
Hampton  Boads  from  the  bay  or  sea.  Also,  in  my  judgment,  no  light 
should  be  exhibited  on  the  Kip  Haps.  I  take  it  that  you  have  abun- 

dant authority  in  the  premises,  and  therefore  beg  to  invoke  it  to  carry 
out  these  suggestions  if  you  agree  with  me  in  opinion.  Under  no  cir- 

cumstances would  the  keeper  of  the  light-house  venture  to  disregard 
your  directions,  although  he  may  not  be  placed  immediately  under 
your  orders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag- Officer, 
Major* General  John  B.  Wool, 

Commanding  Departmetit  of  Virginia,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 

Order  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Shankland, 
U,  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Chesemanh  Greek  on  special  duty  in  connec- 

tion with  the  army, 
U.  S.  S.  Waohusett, 

York  River,  Virginia,  April  21, 1862 — 2  a,  m. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  without  a  moment^s  delay  to  Chese- 
man's  Creek,  with  such  purchases  and  tackles  as  I  am  a])]e  to  furnish 
you  with  from  this  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  heavy  pieces  of 
ordnance  for  the  army,  to  which  duty  you  will  give  your  personal  atten- 

tion until  the  work  re(]uired  of  you  shall  be  accomplished,  when  you 
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will  retnm  to  this  anchorage  with  the  parchases  loaned  by  me,  as  they 
are  necessary  to  this  vessel.  Go  to  Artillery  Landing,  Cheseman's Creek. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.   S.  MiSSROON, 

Commanding. 
Master  W.  F.  Shankland,  U.  S.  Navy, 

In  Command  of  Currituck. 

Get  there  by  early  daylight  if  possible. 

Order  of  Commander  Bo  wan  j  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  MacDiar- 
mid^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Xeto  Berne,  N.  C,  for  repairs  to  the 
U.  8.  8.  Ceres. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  April  21, 1862. 

Sir:  Proceed  in  the  Ceres,  under  your  command,  to  New  Berne, 
N.  C,  and  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  for  repairs.  Ou 
your  way  down  you  will  communicate  with  the  inlet  and  get  the  news, 
and  send  here  two  of  the  coal  schooners  supposed  to  be  there:  that  is, 
send  them  to  Boanoke;  send  the  third  one  to  New  Berne. 

You  will  iiscertain  from  some  person  in  the  inlet  whether  there  is  any 
matter  for  the  Navy  there,  mail  or  other.    Should  you  want  coal,  take 
it  from  the  army  vessels.    If  you  receive  any  very  important  news, 
return  with  it  to  this  place.     Use  all  disx>atch  in  re][>orting. 

Yery  respectfully, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces^  etc. 
Acting  Master  Commanding  Jno.  MacDiarmid. 

Order  of  the  8ecret<iry  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  PurviancCj  U.  8.  Navyj  to 
proceed  to  duty  in  Hampton  Roa^s. 

Navy  Department,  April  21^  1862. 
Sir  :  On  the  receipt  hereof  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  frigate  8t.  Lawrence 

to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Flag-Oilicer  Goldsborough  for  duty. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Welles. 
Captain  H.  Y.  Purvianoe, 

Comdg.  8t.  Lawrence^  Kettle  Bottom  8hoals,  Potomac  River. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  8.  Navy,  to 
proceed  to  duty  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  Department,  April  21, 1862. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  hereof  proceed  with  all  dispati^h  to  Hampton 

Roads  and  report  to  Flag-Oflicer  Goldsborough  for  duty. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  (»bedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  C.  Ringgold, 

Commanding  U.  8.  [8hip]  Sabine,  New  York. 
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Letter  from  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fla^- Officer  Ooldshorough^  U.  8. 
Navyy  regarding  certain  vessels  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  April  J21, 1862. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  is  an  ansealed  order  to  Flag-Officer  Da  Pout 

to  send  the  Susquehanna  to  Hampton  Koads  for  duty  under  your  com- 
mand. You  will  immediately  dispatch  one  of  your  vessels  with  it  to 

Port  Royal.  The  steamer  selected  for  this  purpose  and  to  supply  the 
j)lace  of  the  Susquehanna  should  be  one  that  will  be  of  little  service  to 
you  for  military  purposes,  but  should  at  the  same  time  be  suitable  for 
blockading  duty.  Perhaps  one  of  the  several  merchant  steamers  under 
charter  will  answer  the  purpose. 

The  Department  as  yet  has  received  no  reply  to  its  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  asking  if  you  needed  the  St,  Lawrence^  nor  to  its  telegram  of 
Saturday  repeating  the  enquiry  and  also  informing  you  that  the  Sabine^ 
at  New  York,  was  at  your  service.  It  has,  nevertheless,  ordered  both 
of  those  vessels  to  report  to  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Oflacer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldshorough,  J7.  S.  Navy,  giving  information 
regarding  the  construction  of  gunboats  at  Norfolk^  and  referring  to  the 
expedition  to  Dismal  Swamp  Canal, 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  BoadSj  Virginiaj  April  22^  1862, 

Sir  :  Three  white  men  (one  of  them  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two 
children)  were  picked  up  last  night  by  the  Baltimore,  They  were  in  a 
boat  and  had,  as  they  say,  escai)ed  from  Norfolk.  One  of  them  has 
been  working  for  a  long  time  past  in  the  Gosport  navy  yard.  He 
describes  the  Merrimack  as  being  off  the  yard,  with  a  large  gang  of 
men  working  upon  her,  day  and  night,  fitting  shutters  to  all  her  side 
ports.  She  has  always  had  them,  he  says,  to  her  end  ports.  He  also 
informs  me  that  four  new  wooden  gunboats  have  been  completed  at  the 
Norfolk  yard,  and  a  fifth  over  in  Norfolk,  and  that  all  are  now  ready 
for  service.  Furthermore,  that  at  the  Norfolk  yard  they  are  building 
rapidly  a  vessel  to  be  just  like  the  Merrimack  in  every  respect,  except 
in  size,  which  is  only  to  be  about  a  thousand  tons;  that  she  is  already 
far  advanced  toward  completion  in  her  woodwork  and  has  even  the 
woodwork  of  her  covering,  or  house,  finished.  Neither  her  engines  nor 
any  of  her  iron  plates  have  yet  been  put  in  place.  It  is  expected  she 
will  be  ready  for  use  in  about  a  month  or  so.  This, he  says,  is  the  only 
vessel  to  be  plated  that  the  enemy  is  preparing  at  Norfolk.  Besides 
the  above  five  gunboats,  they  are  now  building  there  four  more. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  all  these  statements. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Flag-OfficcTy  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navyj  Washington^  J),  C, 

N.  B. — By  a  late  Norfolk  paper,  which  I  forward  to  the  Department 
to-day,  it  appears  that  a  fight  came  off  last  Friday  near  Elizabeth  Oity 
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between  some  of  General  Burusido's  men  and  the  enemy,  and  that  tke 
latter  were  driven  halfway  to  Norfolk.  The  object  of  the  attack  on  cut 
part  was,  I  know,  to  destroy  the  lock  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  at 
Sontli  Mills,  which  I  have  no  doubt  has  been  accomplished  efiTectaaUy.* 
With  this  lock  destroyed,  and  the  Currituck  link  of  the  Albemarle  and 
Chesa])oake  Canal  kept  choked,  no  ironclad  or  other  gonboats  can  go 
from  Norfolk  to  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

No  vessel  drawing  over  3  or  3^  feet  water  can  pass  throagh  Gnrri- 
tuck  Sound  from  Norfolk,  and  so  get  into  Croatan  and  Pamlico  sonnda. 
I  speak  from  positive  information  on  this  point,  for  I  had  the  experiment 
tried  in  eflect  by  Lieutenant  Jeffers,  when  he  was  dispatched  by  main 
charge  of  an  army  stern-wheel  boat,  drawing  only  3  feet  or  so  or  water, 
to  destroy  some  salt  works  at  Old  Currituck  Inlet. 

Could  General  Burnside  be  promptly  reenforced  with  a  body  of  40.000 
men,  I  am  convinced  that  he  could  possess  himself  of  Norfolk  in  a  fi»rt- 
niglit  after  their  arrival  at  Roanoke  Island.  This  idea  I  have  enter- 

tained ever  since  that  island  surrendered  to  our  arms,  and  the  morel 
think  of  it  the  more  I  am  confirmed  in  my  belief.  With  the  force  the 
general  would  then  have,  he  would,  undoubtedly,  use  the  roads  leading 
from  Powell's  Point,  Winton,  and  Gatesville,  all  three  of  which  are 
good  and  practicable,  nnd  hold  Roanoke  Island  and  Winton  as  bases 
of  operation.  These  considerations  may  be  of  moment  before  a  great 
while,  if  they  are  not  so  now. 

Most  respectfully,  L.  M.  G. 

[Telegram.] 

IT.  .8.  Flaoship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  lioads^  Virgina^  April  22^  1862. 

1  do  not  think  that  I  can  use  either  the  8U  Lawrence  or  ̂ bute  to  any 
advantage.    I  wrote  to  the  Department  concerning  an  exchangr^  ̂ f 
some  men  between  the  St  Lawrence  and  Braziliera.    Can  this  bo  donet 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 
Flag- Officer. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  22^  1862. 
The  Galena  sailed  this  forenoon  for  Hampton  Roads  direct. G.  V.  Fox. 

Major-General  G.  B.  McClellan, 
Headquarters  Army  Potomac. 

Report  of  Commander  Missroon^  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  need  of  large 
suppUen  of  ammunition. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusktt, 
YorJc  River ̂   Virginia^  April  22, 1862. 

Sib  :  The  expenditures  of  ammunition  from  these  vessels,  and  espe- 
cially that  for  the  lOO-jwunder  rifle  of  the  Sebago^  are  large,  and  as  it 

*Soep.  250. 
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is  probable  that  they  will  all  have  to  expend  largely  for  several  con- 
secutive days  when  the  expected  attack  is  made,  according  to  the 

arrangements  now  made,  I  telegraphed  you  to-day  that  we  shoald 
want  an  early  and  a  large  supply,  of  which  the  vessels  of  this  class 
can  carry  but  little  more  thaii  a  day's  full  supply. 

I  am  borrowing  30"  to  25"  paper  fuzes  for  the  rifles  from  the  army, 
and  am  trying  now  to  borrow  for  immediate  use. 

Our  fire  from  the  100-pounder  has  done  important  work  in  prevent- 
ing the  erection  of  works  and  in  getting  shells  into  enemy's  works  day 

and  night,  to  which  General  McOlellan  attributes  much  importance. 
It  is  expected,  I  find,  that  the  Galena  shall  be  made  to  pass  between 

Gloucester  Point  and  Yorktown  batteries,  up  the  York  River. 

If  it  be  attempted  before  the  reduction  of  most  of  ̂  these  works,  she 
will  be  destroyed  probably,  as  her  armor  is  only  2  or  2^  inches  thick. 
The  general  tells  me  that  Mr.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary,  told  him  she 
could  go  up  with  impunity. 

Respectfully, 
J.   S.   MiSSROON, 

Commander, 
Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  8.  Port  Boyalj  to  proceed  to  duty  in  Hampton 
Roads, 

Navy  Department,  April  4?^,  186^. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  £.  S.'Port  Royal  under  your  command  with 
the  utmost  dispateh  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Flag-Ofllcer 
Goldsborough  for  duty. 

Before  sailing  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  of&cers  of  the  Port  Royal, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  Geo.  U.  Morris, 
Commanding  Steamer  Port  Royal,  New  York. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  block- 
ading  squadrons,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  blockade  run- 

ners Memphis,  Melita,  and  Bahama. 

Navy  Department,  April  22, 1862, 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 

received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  minister  at  Brussels 
in  reference  to  the  steamers  Memphis,  Melita,  and  Bahama,  supposed 
to  be  intended  to  run  the  blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Offlcer  W.  W.  MoKeAN. 
FlagOfficer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh. 
Flag-Offlcer  D.  G.  Farragut. 
Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont. 

N  w  »— VOL  7   17 
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[Enclnnini.l 

Legation  op  the  Unu'ed  States, 

Jlrusaeh,  April  J,  J8(iS,~^ :  With  reference  to  my  dispatcli  of  the  20th  Miircli,  I  huve  I 
(port  tliat  ati  offer  has  been  made  by  the  owners  of  the  new  stcamfli 

mph!»  to  leave  I;ivcr)>ooI  SDtb  instant  \rith  a eargo  of  1,100  touij,  con- *< ttisting  of  blanket^,  shoes,  clotli,  powder,  etc.,  which  coat  £65,000,  and 
with  tlie  ship  valued  at  £00,000,  to  run  ber  info  tlio  hands  of  our 
blockading  siiuadron  or  aground  so  ihat  ehe  can  be  secured,  for  £53,000. 

Tlie  Melita,  referred  to,  has  been  sold  to  rebel  agents  aud  that  cargo 
can  not  bo  secured  as  projected.  The  liahama,  Captain  Teasier,  for- 

merly of  the  liermnfla,  ia  about  full,  antl  at  last  advices  was  to  leave 
Hamburg  immediately.  She  has,  I  presume,  tlie  most  valuable  cargo 
yet  shipjied  by  the  rebels,  is  very  fiist,  and  it  is  undoubteilly  intended 
to  run  the  blockade  with  her.  Her  draft  ia  roitortetl  lU  feet,  which  1 

tliiiik  an  exaggeration.  •  •  • 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respwt,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  Wm.  11.  Sewakd, 
Sucrclari/  i<f  iSiale. 

11.    S.   8ANFOKD  J 

irl  "/  Hiiij-Officir   Uohhhoroiiffli,  V.  A'.  -Vdcy,  regarding  the  U. 
vemih  ̂ 7.  Jjtiwrenve,  Habinc,  nnd  tineas, 

U.  8.  Flagship  M  insesota, 
Hampton  Hoatl*,  Vmjinin,  April  33,  ISd!^ 

Sm :  Your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  whidi  did  not  reach  me  unfl 
to  day,  stating  that  the  Departnient  had  not  then  received  a  rejily  to  it« 
questions  about  the  tit.  Lawrence  and  Sabine,  surprises  me  not  a  little, 
as  1  returned  an  answer  to  the  telegram  by  telegraph  in  five  luiuute^ 
after  its  receipt,  and  to  the  elfcct  that  neither  of  tlioso  frigates  could 
be  used  to  any  advautage.  I  have  since,  however,  on  more  mature 
reflection,  concluded  that  if  their  present  Kpar-deck  gnus  c^uld  be 
removed  aud  replaced  by  100-ponuder  rillca,  and  the  vessels  arrauged 
so  ns  to  aflbrd  high  elevation  aud  abundant  training  to  these  guns, 
that  then  they  might  be  of  very  great  service,  and  litive  so  espressed 
myself  to  both  Assistant  Secretary  Vox  and  Captain  Ilarwood  in 
rejieatod  notes.  Armed  as  those  frigates  now  are,  they  can  not  be  of 
any  use  in  this  quarter,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  would  rathei'  be  a 
source  of  embarrassmeut  than  efficiency. 
We  received  no  mail  yesterday,  A  letter  to  me  from  the  navy 

agent  at  Phihidclphia,  dated  the  15th  instant,  rejiched  me  only  this 
Dioruiug.  A  letter  f^'om  me  Ut  the  navy  agent  at  Baltimore  had  not 
reiK^heil  him  four  days  after  it  was  mailed  here.  There  is  something 
wrong  somewhere. 

The  i7?icrt8  has  just  arrived  here  on  her  way  to  Tort  Moyal,  aud  by 
her  1  will  dispatch  your  order  to  Flag-Oflicer  I  »n  I'ont  about  ordering 
the  Nuafiuekanna  to  report  tfl  me  at  Hampton  Uoade. 

1  am,  very  reai)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goij),SBOKOi'u 

Fl»g  OJ}ieer,  Comdij,  Xo^rth  Ailanlic  Blockading  8quadrti 
Hon.  (JmBON   WB1.LES, 

Sfuretnrj/  of  the  Xarg,  Washington,  i>.  C. 

I  P.  8. — As   the  Un&m,  which  lenvea  immediately,  will   be  able  to 
taewer  nil  that  the  Department  requires,  will  it  be  uectiasary  for  me 
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still  to  dispatch  another  vessel  to  Port  Boyal  f    If  so,  I  shall  have  to 
send  the  Patroon, 

L.  M.  G. 

Report  of  Commander  Missroon^  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  ammunition. 
U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

York  River  J  Virginia,  April  23,  1862, 
Sib  :  Yoor  letter  of  the  22d  was  received  by  the  Patroon  last  evening. 
The  pyrotechnist  examined  the  fuzes  on  board  the  MarbleJwad,  which 

Captain  Nicholson  had  complained  of.  The  fuzes  upon  which  1 
reported  unfavorably  were  those  contained  in,  and  extracted  from, 
fifteen  32-][>ounders,  and  in  fifteen  Xl-inch  shells,  all  which  were  used 
in  the  experiment  or  test. 

I  received  your  dispatch  yesterday,  requiring  a  more  specific  requi- 
sition for  ammunition  than  contained  in  my  dispatch.  In  reply,  I  beg  to 

say  that  these  vessels  can  not  carry  in  their  magazines  and  shell  rooms 
more  than  ammunition  enough  for  thirty  hours' constant  firing;  that  they 
have  now  nearly  or  quite  that  quantity,  but  that  a  supply  should  be 
near  at  hand  exceeding  that  which  may  be  expended  in  thirty  hours;  a 
contingency  which  will  be  likely  to  occur  if  the  army  be  able  to  open 
the  way  to  these  vessels  to  pass  up  the  York  River  to  points  where 
there  will  probably  be  continuous  opposition,  and  which  I  believe  we 
shall  have  to  encounter  up  to  West  Point. 

The  works  of  the  enemy  are  excessively  strong  and  powerfully  armed. 
Their  cannon  are  managed  and  served  with  surprising  accuracy,  exceed- 

ing anything  I  have  heretofore  known,  and  there  is  every  indication  of 
a  most  determined  resistance.  More  than  fifty  heavy  cannon  bear  upon 
this  bay,  and  the  destruction  of  vessels  of  this  class  is  inevitable  if 
taken  under  such  a  fire  without  their  having  the  power  to  inflict  any 
damage,  or  but  trifling  damage,  to  the  enemy,  owing  to  the  superior 
and  well-chosen  position  of  their  batteries. 

1  believe  that  any  number  of  vessels  of  this  or  the  gunboat  class  will 
not  prevail  against  works  so  located  as  those  now  before  me,  and  that 
an  increase  of  numbers  will  only  add  to  our  casualties.  General 
McClellan  proposes  to  dismount  some  of  the  cannon  before  these  ves- 

sels advance,  and  it  is  an  evident  necessity  that  he  should  do  so  to  a 
very  large  extent. 

I  have  forwarded  to  Commander  Poor  a  general  requisition  for  ammu- 
nition such  as  the  vessels  will  be  likely  to  require,  but  which  they  can 

not  stow  till  the  present  stock  be  expended.  It  will  have  to  remain 
in  the  vessel  bringing  it. 

Bespectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  S.  MlSSROON, 

Com7nander, 
Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Report  of  FUtg- Officer  Ooldsborough,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  8. 
steamers  Dragon  and  Cambridge. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  23, 1862. 

•  •  •  #  •  #  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Dragon  arrived 
here  from  Baltimore  yesterday  afternoon,  and  this  motmn^  \\i^  OatWi- 
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bridge  came  in  from  the  blockade  off  Wilmington,  [N.  C],  for  sap- 
plies. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   (JOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  i^qnadron. 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

ISecretury  of  the  Navy,  Wa^thingtonj  D.  C. 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant Flusser,  U,  S.  Nat'y,  regarding  the  expedition  for  the  destruction 

of  the  Chesapeake  and  Albenmrle  Cannl,  April  23,  ISOii. 

U.  S.  8.  Philadelphia, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  Ajtril  J26,  1862. 

Sir:  Finding  the  army  had  failed  to  accom])lish  the  purpose  for 
whicli  it  was  hmded  near  Elizabeth  City,  and  having  returned  to  its 
post^i  without  accomplishing  either  the  (lestruction  of  one  or  the  other 
of  the  canals,  1  resolved  to  undertake  it  with  the  navy.  I  accordingly 
gave  orders  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser,  and,  furnishing  him 
with  all  the  means  he  require^l,  he  a(*complishod  the  work  to  my  entire 
satisfaction,  and  in  his  usual  able  and  energetic  manner. 

I  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser's  rciH>rt. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.   liOWAN, 

Commanding  Nacal  Forces^  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 
Flag-Otticer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roa^s. 

[Knclonuro.  I 

IT.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  April  25, 1S62. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  this  place  on  the  2.'>d  instant in  the  Lockwood,  with  the  Whitehead  and  Putnam  in  company,  each 
with  jin  ofllccr  and  a  dctax'hmont  of  men  on  board,  the  Lovktcood  tow- 

ing the  wrecking  scliocmer  Emma  Sladv,  with  the  api)aratu8  for  blowing 
up  the  banks,  to  block  up  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  At  the 
mouth  of  North  liiver  we  were  joined  by  the  Nhaicsheen,  having  in  tow 
a  schooner  which  had  been  sent  the  day  betbre  to  Roanoke  Island  to  be 
filled  with  sand. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  2fk\,  fifty  men  were  landcHl  on  each  bank, 
while  a  lau!ich  with  a  heavy  i2-pounder  w^as  sent  up  the  canal;  and 
with  this  force  we  moved  up  13  miles,  examining  the  banks  to  find  the 
best  pla(!e  for  operatioiis. 

I  conclu<le<l  to  place  the  obstruction  near  the  mouth,  that  the  men 
while  at  work  might  be  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  steamers  and  the 
enemy  be  prevented  from  removing  it.  The  schooner  was  sunk  just 
inside  the  canal,  an<l  with  brush,  stumps,  rails,  trunks  of  heavy  trees, 
and  earth,  the  passage  was  obstructed  from  the  s<^hooner  about  50 

yards  above.  We  were  occupied  from  noon  till  sunset  of  the  2'M\  an<l from  7:30  a.  m.  till  half  an  hour  after  sunset  on  the  21th.  Karth  was 
thrown  in  by  hand  from  each  bank  as  far  as  could  be,  but  we  had  no 
wheelbarrows  to  carry  it  to  the  middle. 

Professor  Maillefei  t,  of  the  New  York  Submarine  Engineering  Com- 
pany, and  his  assistants,  were  of  great  service  to  me;  indeed  I  wiis 
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mostly  governed  by  liis  advice,  as  he  is  more  familiar  with  this  sort  of 
work  than  I  am.  He  is  of  opinion  that  it  will  require  two  or  three 
months'  labor  with  a  dredging  machine  to  remove  what  we  have  placed 
in  a  day  and  a  half.  He  says  it  will  be  easier  and  cheaper  to  cut  a  uew 
outlet  than  to  remove  the  obstruction. 

The  rebels  have,  I  think,  no  thought  of  using  that  canal,  as  they  have 
themselves  been  obstructing  it  above  and  below  the  bridge. 

It  would  be  well  to  send  a  steamer  there  daily  until  the  timber  is 
well  watersoaked  and  sunk. 

'Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 0.  W.  Flusser, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 
Comdg.  0.  S.  Naval  Forces^  Inner  Waters  of  North  Carolina, 

Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  to  Flag  Officer  Golds- 
borough,  U,  S,  Navy^  regarding  cooperation  with  tlie  Army  of  the 
Potomac, 

Navy  Department,  April  23, 1862. 
My  Dear  Oommodore:  1  have  your  note  of  the  20th  itistant,  and 

your  two  of  the  21st.  It  is  perfectly  understood  that  the  army  were  to 
dash  up  the  peninsula  without  the  navy,  and  in  fact  we  were  never 
informed  of  the  movement.  I  found  it  out  accidentally,  and  did  my 
best  to  turn  it  to  Norfolk,  knowing  the  scant  force  we  had  and  the 
benefit  the  rebels  would  derive  from  the  Merrimack.  But,  as  it  was 
determined  to  go  on  to  the  peninsula,  we  threw  all  the  force  we  could 
toward  you,  and  so  continue  to  do,  because  the  cry  will  be  (it  has 
already  commenced)  for  the  Navy  to  pull  them  out  of  the  slough.  The 
Navy  have  done  it  several  times  during  the  war  for  our  army  friends, 
but  the  golden  opportunity  is  now  presented  to  save  the  Army  and 
immortalize  the  Navy.  Harwood  has  written  you  about  the  Parrott 
guns.  All  our  rifles  of  Large  caliber  seem  to  be  failures,  which  leaves 

us  in  the  lurch  about  such  guns.  Meeker's  commission,  or  appoint- 
ment, has  been  sent.  It  is  all  right  about  Daniels;  he  could  not  be 

reinstated  as  midshipman.  Kowan's  clerk  has  no  chance  at  present.  I 
wish  you  could  send  two  merchant  steamers  in  lieu  of  the  Susquehanna. 
Du  Pont  wiU  send  up  a  wail  about  withdrawing  that  noble  ship,  but 
the  (lovernment  and  people  call  upon  us  to  lift  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  out  of  the  mire.  The  submarine  boat  I  hope  will  be  with 
you  before  many  days,  also  another  blow-up  matter,*  in  which  the 
party  takes  the  risk  and  labor  for  $100,000,  if  successful.  I  think  the 
Galena  will  trouble  them  if  she  runs  batteries.  Our  Potomac  Flotilla 
now  have  the  run  to  Fredericksburg.  Do  not  you  learn  anything 
about  New  Orleans? 

Most  truly,  yours, 
G.  V.  Fox. 

Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Corwin. 

U.  S.  S.  Waohusett, 
York  River,  Virginia,  April  2H,  1862. 

Sir:  The    steamer    Corwin   arrived    yesterday.     Captain    Phelps 
informed  that  after  the  landing  of  troops  had  been  effected,  he  was 

•  Soo  pp.  24S,  249. 
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I  otiier  duty,  to  the  I'otomiii Btendoil  to  pmi^eL-d  hence  < 
iDportaiice. 

I  beg  to  say  that  aa  the  Ci)ricin  drnws  10  feet,  she  can  not  npiirnai 
the  appoiiitcd  iaiidiiig  within  l.iiOO  yards,  at  which  distance  her  light 
battery  ol'  one  ̂ 'O-jioutider  Parrott  and  two  howitzerB  wnnid  not  Imj  of 
material  assiNtiHiee,  especially  as  we  have  as  many  vessels  ivud  guns  m 

are  necessary  to  cover  the  landing,  and  as  can  operate  to  advanta  " 
1  do  not  expect  n  serious  o|))>ositioii. 

Beiipectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
.1.   8.   MiSSBOOK,- 

Commandt 
'  Flag-Ofiicer  L.  M.  GoLDsnoEouoH, 

VomA<i.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  HamptonS 

Keport  of  Commanilcr  Mignroon,  U.  A',  Xavy,  requvelhtg  to  be  t 
t  from  iluty  in  cooperation  leith  Ueneral  McClAlan  aijainxt  the   iia| 

Kivcr  batt€ricn. 
U.  S.  S.  Wa(;husett, 

Ym-k  River,  Virginia,  April  3:S,  18Si 
Sir:  I  beg  that  you  will  relieve  me  from  lui  unpleasant  position,  li 

only  on  iny  iudividmil  account,  but  tlisit  the  naval  service  may  not  ̂  
subjected  to  censure  or  disagreeable  criticism. 

It  is  evident  that  General  McOIelhin  expects  tJiese  gunboats  to  p   
form  duties  under  tlje  Sily  cannon  of  Yorlttown  and  (Jloucestei*, 
occupying  most  commanding  iK)sitionB,  which  would,  in  my  opinion, 
canae  their  destruction,  while  they  could  iuflict  little  or  no  serious 
injury  to  the  enemy. 

While  General  McClellan  hears  silently  a  general  officer  propose  to 
me  to  take  these  vessels  under  a  destroying  tire — thereby  apparently 
acquiescing  in  the  proposition — he  has  taken  me  aside  to  say,  "  Cap- 

tain, if  I  commanded  a  Ilotilla  as  yuu  do,  I  should  hesitate  before  I 

woidd  take  the  vessels  under  such  a  destiuctive  fire,"  and,  "Uaptain,  I 
do  not  see  that  the  vessels  can  do  anything  now." 

If  yon  will  do  me  the  favor  to  relieve  me,  the  opportunity  will  be 

all'orded  General  McClellan  of  finding  in  my  successor  one  whose  views coincide  with  bi»  as  to  the  ability  of  these  vessels  to  endure  the  fire  of 
Yorktown  and  Gloucester;  while,  if  he  fail  t«  find  that  concurrence,  it 
will  afford  evidence  against  the  measure,  very  satisfactory  to  the  Navy 
to  possess. 

In  view  of  coming  events,  I  think  it  is  due  alike  to  the  service  and 
to  myself  to  relieve  me  on  tliis  application  Ibr  the  above  reasons. 

liespectl'uUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, J.   S.   MiSSBOON, 
Commaiuler^ 

I  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobouoh, 
Comdp,  Xortli  Atlantif  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Boadt.A 

tort  of  Commander  Mtggroon,  U.  S,  Navy,  requetting  to  withdratc  I 
application /or  relief  from  duty  in  the  York  Hirer, 

U.  9.  a.  WACHUSETT, 

York  Riser,  Virginia,  April  33,  iSfi5,~( J  Bib:  1  have  received  your  letter  of  this  d.^te  by  the  Pntroim,  iind 
HVe  just  received  a  dispatch  from  General  McClellan,  informing  mo 
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that  OomiDander  Kodgers  had  proceeded  to  Fortress  Mouroe  to  await 
the  Oalenoj  and  that  he  did  not  need  the  blocks  and  tackles  now.  1 
therefore  return  the  letters  directed  to  Commander  Rodgers  herewith 
to  you. 

The  blocks  and  tackles  are  on  board  the  Patroon,    I  had  previously 
furnished  what  were  needed  for  landing  mortars. 

The  gun  carriage  makers  have  completed  the  work  on  the  carriage  of 
the  SehagOj  and  I  send  them  to  you  by  the  Patroon. 

I  have  to  request,  sir,  that  the  request  to  be  relieved,  which  I  made 
this  afternoon,  be  suspended,  or  that  I  be  permitted  to  withdraw  it. 

Respectfully,  sir, 
J.   S.  MiSSROON. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  U,  S. 
steamers  Galena  and  Maratanza. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  J24, 1862. 

Sir:  The  Oalena  and  Maratanza  arrived  here  to-day  about  noon;  the 
former  vessel,  the  Qaleno,  with  the  cam  on  the  eccentric  shaft  carried 
away  and  the  eccentric  arm  or  main  steam  rock  shaft  of  starboard 
c!igi!ie  also  carried  away.  The  cam  is  repaired,  but  a  new  arm  for 
rock  shaft  will  probably  be  necessary. 

Engineers  are  now  engaged  in  deciding  what  must  be  done,  and 
whether  we  can  do  it  here  or  not.  If  I  get  their  report  before  the  mail 
closes,  1  will  give  the  Department  the  result.  1  think,  and  hope,  that 
the  work  can  be  done  here,  and  that,  too,  without  much  delay. 
Commander  Rodgers  is  already  in  command  of  the  Galena. 
The  Maratanza  I  have  sent  to  Yorktown. 
The  mail  is  about  closing,  and  I  have  not  yet  received  the  report  from 

the  engineers. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding  a 
plan  to  capture  Norfolk,  Va. 

Navy  Department,  April  J24, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  dispatch •  No.  214 
of  Flag-OflBcer  Goldsborough,  received  this  day  by  the  Department. 
The  views  expressed  by  him  in  regard  to  the  possession  of  Norfolk 
accord  so  fully  with  my  own  that  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  communicate  them 
to  you.  I  know  not  that  it  is  possible,  in  the  existing  state  of  things,  to 
reenforce  General  Bnrnside,  as  proposed,  but  the  capture  of  Norfolk 
would,  in  my  opinion,  next  after  New  Orleans,  be  the  most  decisive 
blow  that  would  be  struck  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

'  See  pp.  255, 256. 
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I  also  send  yon  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  of  Commander  MissrooB, 
of  tbe  steamer  Wachusett^  York  River,  in  relation  to  the  works  at 
Yorktown. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  E.  M.'  Stanton, Secretary  of  War. 

Escape  of  the  steamer  Nashville  into  Wilmingtonj  N.  C,  April  24^  1862. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  GoldBborongh,  17.  B.  Navy,  to  famiih  official 
\  information. 

Navy  Department,  May  12^  1862. 
I  Sir  :  Enclosed  is  a  slip  from  a  newspaper,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 

the  rebel  steamer  Nashville  ran  out  of  Wilmington,  N,  C,  on  the  30th 
ultimo,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton.    Have  you  official  information  on  the 
subject f    What  force  was  blockading  the  port  at  the  time? 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

i  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
!  Gomdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Ilampton  Roads. 

[  Enclosure.— Newspaper  clipping.  1 

The  rebel  steamer  Nashville. — A  letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Daylight  J  dated  Beaufort,  X.  C,  May  2,  says: 

The  steamer  Nashville  ran  the  blockade  on  the  24th  of  April  and 
entered  the  harbor  of  Wilmington  by  Gape  Fear  Eiver  (not  by  the  new 
inlet,  as  before  stated)  and  got  aground  inside  of  Fort  Caswell,  having 
on  board  GO,(K)0  stand  of  arms  and  40  tons  of  powder.  They  sent  steam- 

ers from  Wilmington  and  Smithville  to  lighten  her  and  succeeded  in 

getting  her  off*  on  the  2Gth,  when  she  proceeded  to  Smithville,  where 
she  took  in  two  lighter-loads  of  cotton  and  ran  the  blocknde  out  of  the 
harbor  on  the  30th  of  April  and  went  to  sea. 

Report  of  Flag-Offioer  Goldsborough,  17.  B.  Navy,  regarding  the  laok  ox  oflBdal  informatioiL 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  13,  ISO 2. 

Sir:  1  have  no  oHicial  information  with  regard  to  ih^ Nashville'' s  hav- ing run  out  of  Wilmington,  N.  G.,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  with  a  large  cargo 
of  cotton  J  nor  do  I  believe  it.  She  doubtless  did  run  into  that  place 
on  or  about  the  24th  ultimo. 

The  Jamestown,  Monticello,  and  Victoria  must  have  been  oft'  Wilming- ton on  the  oOth  ultimo.  The  Mount  Vernon  left  these  roads  early  this 

morning  for  Wilmington.  The  vessels  now  oft'  there  are  the  Chippewa^ Penobscot,  Monticello,  State  of  Georgia^  and  Victoria.  The  Cambridge  is 

to  go  oft*  there  the  moment  she  can  leave  Baltimore. I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROFGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Beport  of  Commander  Green,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  ship  Jamestown. 

South  Windsor,  Conn.,  May  ̂ 4^  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of 

the  24th  instant,  enquiring  into  the  circumstances  of  the  running  of  the 
blockade  at  Wilmington  by  the  Nashville  and  of  her  exit  loaded  with 
cotton.  In  reply  I  respectfully  state  the  facts  relating  thereto,  so  far 
as  I  am  informed,  and  which  were  immediately  placed  on  record  for 
transmission  to  the  flag-officer. 

On  the  24th  ultimo  the  Jamestown  was  obliged  to  haul  off  from  New 
Inlet  on  account  of  a  strong  breeze  from  the  northward  and  eastward. 
On  the  25th,  whilst  on  our  return,  we  fell  in  with  the  Mount  Vernon  and 
communicated  with  her.  As  we  came  in  sight  of  the  light-house,  late 
in  the  afternoon,  six  steamers  were  discovered  near  the  batteries  bear- 

ing the  rebel  flag,  and  apparently  awaiting  our  approach.  I  did  not 
suspect  that  the  larger  steamer  was  the  Nashville^  but  supposed  their 
intention  was  to  endeavor  to  dispute  the  blockade,  knowing  probably 
that  the  Jamestown  was  the  only  vessel  on  that  side  of  the  shoal,  with 
a  view  to  cover  the  exit  of  other  vessels  loaded  and  waiting  inside  to 
make  good  their  escape. 

I  was  not  able  to  fetch  far  enough  to  windward  to  reach  the  steamers 
on  that  tack,  but  stood  in  toward  them  until  within  3  miles,  when,  hot 
wishing  to  place  the  ship  so  near  the  land  as  would  prevent  maneuver- 

ing, I  wore  ship  in  the  hope  of  drawing  them  away  from  the  land  and 
from  under  the  protection  of  the  batteries.  We  now  discovered  that 
the  largest  steamer  was  aground,  and  as  the  wind  was  getting  light 
(about  a  3-knot  breeze),  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  reach  them  before 
night,  I  called  for  the  opinion  of  the  three  senior  sea  officers  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  procedure  for  attacking  the  enemy.  The  opinion  was 
unanimous  that  the  most  certain  way  of  insuring  success  would  be  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  our  steamers  on  the  other  side  of 
the  shoal.  I  accordingly  stood  on  to  the  shoal  into  8  fathoms  of  water 
and  threw  up  several  rockets  and  fired  a  gun  to  attract  attention,  but 
without  effect.  The  wind  had  become  very  light  and  I  concluded  to 
send  a  boat  across  the  shoal.  She  was  sent  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 
TMidshipmanJ  Bache,  who  volunteered,  as  did  also  Acting  Master 
Ellery.  In  the  morning,  26th,  the  Monticello  came  around  and  took  us 
in  tow,  and  we  stood  in  prepared  to  attack  st-eamers  and  batteries. 
The  wind  at  this  time  sprung  up  from  the  northward  and  eastward,  and 
increased  so  that  when  within  about  8  miles  of  the  bar  the  sea  and 
wind  had  risen  so  much  that  it  was  evident  the  Monticello  could  not 
manage  the  ship  when  brought  into  action  head  to  wind  and  sea.  I 
was  therefore  compelled  very  reluctantly  to  cast  off,  I  directed  Lien- 
tenant  Commanding  Braine  to  go  in  the  Monticello  and  reconnoiter  and 
endeavor  to  destroy  the  large  steamer  which  was  side-wheel  and  of 
American  build,  Gaptain  Braine  soon  returned  and  reported  that  the 
steamer  had  got  inside  and  beyond  the  range  of  his  guns.  At  this 
time  the  Victoria^  steamer,  arrived,  and  I  ordered  her  in  to  keep  as  close 
a  blockade  as  could  be,  and  the  Monticello  to  return  to  her  position  on 
the  other  side,  I  was  compelled  to  carry  sail  to  clear  the  shoal,  and 
the  wind  and  current  prevented  my  return  until  the  1st, 

On  meeting  the  VictoriUy  which  vessel  was  then  in  plain  sight  of  the 
light-house  at  Federal  Point,  Acting  Master  Warren,  in  command, 
informed  me  of  the  plan  pursued  by  him  in  blockading,  which  was  to 
take  the  bearings  of  a  known  point  and  keep  just  in  sight  during  the 
day,  and  when  night  set  in  to  run  in  by  compass  close  to  the  entrance 
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|n<l  anclior,  uot  showing  siiiy  light.    I  Iiiul  not  heard  ol'  the  rep< 
JBcapc  of  the  yimhrllle  at  tlie  time,  noi'  do  I  tUiuk  she  could  faavrf 
int  at  New  Iiilttt  with  ji  cargo,  as  at  high  tidetlieroiM  but  11  feet  on? 
iar,  iiud  I  liuve  beard  that  waa  tlte  draft  of  the  steamtT  wheu  light, 

i  liavo  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  rCBiMctfuIly,  your  obedient  Bervant, 
OnABLES  GREISK, 

Comviandttt 
Hon.  Gn>EOM  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  .V«ci/.  WtiHhiiu/lou,  J>.  V. 

kaport  of  Flaf-Dltloer  Ootdiborough,  XS.  S,  Navy,  giving  sxtTMCa  from  reporta  of  Dommuidiiig 

V.  H.  I'LAGSHIl-   MlNNKaO'iA, 

Norfolk,  \'u.,  .luueH,  28t 
I  Sib:  The  following  extrai'ts  afford  all  the  oilicinl  inrormation  I 
received  with  regard  to  tht(  euti^ipe  of  the  Naglirille  into  and  oi 

'Viliningtoii,  N.  0.: 
I-'rom  Uommaiider  I-oekwood,  under  date  of  Heaufoit,  N.  0., 

30, 1862: 

The  U.  S.  KQuboat  Cldjiptwa  retiirnoil  lieie  lust  ivenint'  rrom  Fciit  Caswell, 
wbero  I  had  sent  her  on  tlie  2Tth  iiutnut,  »t  the  re(|Dtat  of  M^iir-Genern)  Diimaidflf 
Iwith  j  K  Hug  of  trui'e,  to  land  a  Dumber  of  parulud  priaoners  cuptnred  iu  Fort  Hocon. 
.ii'nteiiaiit  Commaudiog  BryHou  repart«  tliat  the  ytubHlle  ran  the  liloukarde  nt 
[Cape]  Fear  River  on  tbu  24th  instant  aboot  10  a.  to.  with  a  lurge  and  valnalile 
otirf^  of  arms  and  mmiitiona  of  war,  passin;;  in  through  tbi>  northern  pasHaKe,  New 
Iiilot,  whero  she  groundeil,  uiid  thy  ri'bels,  with  several  tugboals,  were  busily  work- 
in);  until  the  uight  of  the  25lb  oi-  morning  of  the  2<]th,  when  they  Buoceoded  in 
gettiQ);  her  iut<i  ii<irt. 

From  Lieutenant  Oomniaudiiig  Hraine,  under  date  of  Wilmington, 
1802,  whose  letter  was  only  received  bv  mo  yesterday,  Juiie 

1803: 

.form  yoa  that  on  the  2ntb  April,  IHGl?,  tiro  soldiers  of  the 
—  ...   .1    — .J  (j,.ofgn   Henry,  i>rivat«s,  desartod  from 

Tbi-y  gave  me  thu  foUoiviug  information 

^^^^p  From  Lieutenan
t 

^^^■Hay  0,  1S02,  whose 

^^■1,1803: ^^^^H  I  have  tha  honor  to  i 

^^^^^nbel  Ami;,  iiames.  He 

^^^^Bort  Caswoll  and  nams 

^^^^Kl)ativ<i  to  tbn  rebel  fori 

^^^^■^In  Fort  Caswell  there ^^^^^    They  have  rei^elved  li 

i)ativ<i  to  tbn  rebel  forces  nt  this  pli 
In  Fort  Caswell  there  ara  between  551)  mid 
They  have  rei!e[ve<l  lately  in  the  fort  5,000  pounds  bacon,  200  1i 

othi^r  provisions. 
9    tloi 

The  fort  ninunts  thirty-six  guns  iu  all :  four  of  thera  ai'e  oarronadu^,  jdaoeil  so  a« 
torakelhii  moat  (which  has  5  fetil  depth  of  watiir  iu  it),  The  gnna  iu  barbi'tte  are 
thirty  in  iiuiubei';  six  are  rltle  gnns,  and  look  towanl  the  oiitranc"  to  tho  harbor, 
and  with  tliese  are  t'onr  VIII4nch  roliimbiade,  looking  in  the  samo  direotlon.  Ths 
balani'u  of  tho  gnns  ar.i  light  3'J  and  24  pounders. 

In  and  abont  Lhe  fort,  nt  Fi^dural  Point,  New  Inlet  entrance,  are  2,000  men,  tha 
grealor  nortion  of  them  in  camp,  abont  1  miles  to  tho  northward  of  Federal  Point. 

At  Smithville  tburo  are  six  comp]iniaa  of  artillery  and  sis  lU-ldpieci'H.  The  gavm 
in  earthwork  nt  Now  Inlet  are  twenty-four  iu  unnibcr;  of  their  dasa  and  caliber  I 
have  no  Infbmiatinn. 

These  dcMrters informed  mu  that  the  steamer  Xtulitiltt,  now  culled  tho  William  L. 

Wnug,  and  eailing  under  KugUsh  colors,  rau  in  at  N'ew  Inlet  on  the  26th  of  April. 
Whilst  doing  to,  she  struck  on  the  bar  anil  lay  there  twenty-eight  bnuri,  during 
wbU'lt  time  a  portion  of  bur  cargo  was  takvu  out  by  live  tags  which  went  to  hsr aaBistanee. 
Tbay  state  that  while  sho  lay  on  the  bar  the  C  ii.  sloop  of  war  Jamalown  came  to 

vllbiii  about  3  or  i  miloa  of  bor  and  then  slood  olTahore. 

The  S'a»hi-iUf  is  n'porled  by  them  to  he  injuri>d,  having  her  port  wheelhouse  stove 
in,  iind  tbnt  sh'-  wait  tnweil  to  Wilmington. 

From  Oominauder  Armstrong,  nuder  date  of  Wilmington,  May  14, 
_  1862,  whose  k'tter  was  also  ouly  received  by  me  yesterday,  Juno  il,  18fi2i 
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ohaDiiel,  and  have  a  line  of  floats  across  the  entrance  of  Cape  Fear  River.  Contrn- 
bandSy  who  came  off  on  Monday,  May  4,  report  that  the  steamers  Nashville  and 
Gordon  had  previously  gone  oat.  I  placo  no  reliance  on  their  statement,  although  a 
rumor  prevailed  at  Beaufort,  N.  C,  before  I  left  there,  that  such  was  the  case. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Bloclading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navxfy  Wa^hingtoUj  D.  0. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  FlagOfficer  Ooldiborough,  IT.  S.  Navy,  ezpreodng 
sarpxise  at  the  laok  of  official  information. 

Navy  Department,  June^  9^  1862. 
Sir:  Your  No.  273,  dated  the  3d  instant,  has  been  received.  The 

Department  is  surprised  not  only  at  the  insufficiency  or  mismanage- 
ment of  the  blockading  force  off  Wilmington  when  the  rebel  steamer 

Nashville  ran  into  and  out  of  that  port,  but  also  at  the  neglect  of  the 
commanding  officers  to  report  those  circumstances  promptly. 
The  first  official  information  that  reached  the  Department  of  the 

escape  of  the  Nashville  into  Wilmington  on  the  24th  or  25th  of  April 
was  the  report  of  Commander  Green,  under  date  of  May  24,  in  response 
to  an  enquiry  of  the  Department. 

Lieutenant  Braine,  who,  it  would  appear  from  Commander  Green's 
report,  was  sent  to  attempt  to  destroy  the  Nashville  while  aground, 
does  not,  in  his  letter  to  you  of  May  5,  mention  his  action  in  the  mat- 

ter, but  states  that  he  had  learned  from  a  deserter  of  the  escape  of  the 
Nashville  into  Wilmington. 

No  official  information  of  the  Nashville  having  run  out  of  Wilmington 
has  been  received.  Commander  Armstrong  says  in  his  report  to  you 
that  he  had  heard  from  some  contrabands  that  such  was  the  case. 

Officers  on  blockading  duty  should  be  required  to  report  promptly 
to  the  fiag-officer  or  the  Department  all  matters  of  importance  pertain- 

ing to  the  blockade. 
You  will  require  of  Lieutenant  Braine  and  the  commanding  officer 

of  the  Victoriay  and  of  other  vessels  that  were  off  Wilmington  when  the 
Nashville  ran  in  and  out,  a  report  of  the  facts  within  their  knowledge 
relating  thereto. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Commander  Green,  above 
mentioned,  upon  which  the  Department  has  ordered  a  court  of  enquiry. 

It  is  said  that  the  steamer  Theodoroj  gt  Gordon^  also  escaped  from 
Wilmington  about  the  same  time  the  Nashville  did. 

I  am,  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborottgh, 
Commanding^  etCj  Norfolk^  Va. 

Order  of  Flafip-Offloer  Oddlboroogh,  IT.  8.  If avy,  to  oommanden  of  yetsels  blookadixig  off  Wil- 
mingUm,  If .  C,  to  famiih  reports. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  W,  1S62. 

Sir:  You  will  send  me  a  ftiU  report  of  all  the  facts  within  your 
knowledge  concerning  the  late  entrance  of  the  Nashville  into  Wilming- 

ton and  her  subsequent  escape  from  that  port. 
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OflBcers  on  blockading  duty  under  my  command  are  required  to 
report  promptly  to  me  all  matters  of  importance  pertaining  to  the 
blockade. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer^  Vomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U,  S.  8.  Mount  Vernon. 
Commander  J.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  State  of  Georgia. 
Lieutenant  J.  M .  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Penobscot. 
Lieutenant  A.  Bryson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Chippewa. 
Lieutenant  D.  L.  Brains, 

Commanding  V.  8.  8.  Monticello. 
Acting  Master  J.  1).  Warren, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Victoria. 

Report  of  Commander  OliaBon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Koimt  Venum. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 

Off  Wilmington^  N.  0.,  June  i6*,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  lOth  instant  has  been  received.  In  answer, 

I  have  to  state  that  I  have  known  nothing  of  the  entrance  of  the 
Kashrille  or  of  her  departure  from  Wilmington.  Contrabands  state 
that  she  ran  in  on  the  25th  April  and  out  on  the  29th  of  the  same 
month.  On  the  25th  April  I  was  on  my  way  to  Hampton  Roads  for 
coal ;  on  the  29th  the  Mount  Vernon  was  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  it 
was  there  that  I  first  heard  that  the  Nashtnllehad  got  into  Wilmington. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commander^  U.  8.  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

Report  of  Commander  Armitrong,  U.  S.  If  avy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 
Off  Wilmington,  X.  C,  Jvne  16,  ISGQ. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  has  been  received,  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  facts  concerning  the  entrance  of  the  Nashville  into 
this  port  or  her  subsequent  escape  from  it. 

Contrabands  who  came  off  from  shore  reported,  as  mentioned  in  my 
letter  of  May  14,  her  escape  from  this  port  prior  to  the  arrival  of  this 
ship.    I  have  since  heard  their  statement  confirmed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander,  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLBsnoROUGH, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtuidron. 
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Beport  of  Lleatoiimiit  Cliti,  IT.  S.  Navy,  oonmianding  IT.  S.  S.  Ponobscot. 

U.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Penobscot, 
Off  Cape  FeaVy  North  Carolina^  June  16y  1862, 

Sm :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  lOtb  instaut,  in  relation  to  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  the  steamer  Nashville  at  and  from  the  port  of 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  I  have  to  state  that  I  know  nothing  of  my  own 
knowledge,  as  I  was  not  present  at  the  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Lieutenantj  Commanding, 
Flag-Oliicer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Norfolk^  Ya, 

Beport  of  Lieatenant  Br]rson,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Chippewa. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  Jm^e  21, 1862. 

Sib  :  Your  order,  dated  Norfolk,  Va.,  June  10, 1862,  directing  me  to 
send  you  a  full  report  of  all  the  facts  within  my  knowledge  concerning 
the  late  entrance  of  the  Nashville  into  Wilmington  and  her  subsequent 
escape  from  that  xK)rt,  has  been  received,  and  in  reply  I  have  to  state 
that  of  my  own  knowledge  I  can  say  nothing. 

In  explanation  of  the  above,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  at  the 
time  it  was  said  that  the  Nashville  ran  in  (on  or  about  the  25th  of  April) 
I  was  at  Beaufort,  N.  G.  At  the  time  she  is  said  to  have  escaped  from 
that  harbor  (and  it  is  said  that  she  went  out  of  the  western  bar  channel 
on  the  night  of  May  4)  I  was  off  New  Inlet. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaiit, A.  Bbyson, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Oflicer  Louis  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Additional  order  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieatenant  Braine,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  KonticeUo. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  11, 1862. 

SiB:  In  addition  to  the  information  relative  to  the  evasions  of  the 
blockade  of  Wilmington  by  the  Nashville,  required  from  you  in  my 
letter  of  yesterday,  you  will  give  me  in  detail  an  account  of  your  action 
in  obedience  to  Gommander  Qreen's  directions  to  you  to  run  in  and 
attempt  to  destroy  the  Nashville  while  aground  on  the  bar  at  the 
entrance  of  the  barbor. 

Your  letter  to  me,  dated  May  5,  does  not  allude  to  this  order  of  Com- 
mander Green. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Bbainb, 

U.  8.  8.  Monticello,  off  Wilmington. 
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Seport  of  LieatMiaat  Bnine,  V.  B.  Navy,  oomnniidlng  U.  S.  6.  Koatiodlo. 

I'.  S.  S.  MONTIOELLO, 

lieonfiirt,  X.  (.'.,  June  13, 1H62. 
:  III  reply  to  your  letters  of  Jiiiic  10  uml  11,  iuataut^  in  wliicb  yon 

iquire  ii  full  report  of  nil  the  faota  witUiu  my  knowledge  coacetuiug 

elate  outmiiceof  the  A'««AtM7fc  iuto  tlieport  of  WilminRtou  and  ber 
•subsequent  escaiie  from  that  port;  ulsoiudetailaii  account  of  my  action 
[u  the  matter,  L  beg  leave  to  state  tliat  on  Saturday,  April  26, 1862,  the 

MoHticello  beiug  at  aucbor  ott'  tlie  western  entrance  Oajie  Fear  River, 
At  iii'M  a,  lu.  wo  discovered  a  boat  to  the  southward  of  Smith's  Island 
pulling  up  to  the  uofthward  and  westward  along  the  line  of  Frying 
I'iiii  Sliuals,  We  immediately  got  underway.  The  bout  proved  to  ho 
II  cutter  in  i;harge  of  Acting  Master  Bache,  trom  the  U.  8.  sloop  of  war 
■Jame*toirn.  He  brought  news  ofa  rebel  sleamer  being  ashore  on  the  bar 
at  I^ew  Inlet  entrance,  uear  Federal  I'oint  light-house,  with  orders  from 
Ci»inmauder  Green,  of  the  Jamcslvwiif  for  the  Montictllo  and  steamer 
Victoria  to  proceed  around  the  shoiUa.  I  directed  the  U.  S,  S.  Victoria 
to  follow  ns,  taking  in  tow  the  cutter  belonging  to  the  Jame»town,  and 
at  7  a.  m.  »tt)od  to  the  southward  to  clear  the  end  of  Frying  Fan  Shoals. 
At  10::tO  H.  m.  made  a  sail  to  the  eastward  across  the  shoals,  whiob 
proved  to  he  the  Jamcatomi:  stood  across  the  shoal,  and  at  1 1 :  20  a.  m. 
telegraplied  the  following  to  the  Javieatoicn :  "Shall  1  tow  youT"  The 
Jumeiftoirii  signalized:  "Communicate,  X  wish  to."  I  rau  close  to  her 
and  was  ordered  on  board  by  Commander  Ureeu.  He  directed  me  to 
take  him  in  tow.  At  12  meridian  took  the  Jaweitoicn  in  tow  and  stood 
for  Sew  Inlet.  At  2; 30  p.  m.  the  weather  became  squally  and  thick; 
wind  increased  from  the  northward  and  eastward;  we  were  ordered  to 
cast  oflr  tiie  hawser.  We  now  slood  in  at  full  speed  to  Kew  Inlet,  and 
at  3: 30  p.  m.  we  were  near  the  bar  when  we  discovered  a  largo  side- 
wheel  steamer  showing  English  colors  lying  in  Cape  Fear  Itiver,  appar- 

ently discharging  cargo  into  tugboats  alongside  of  her.  I  stood  in  us 
ulose  to  her  as  the  water  would  permit.  She  was  beyon<l  tlm  reach  of 
our  guns.  At  i  p.  m.  stood  out  to  tbe  southward  and  eststward;  at  4:3(1 
discovered  the  Victoria  and  Jamestown  and  stood  for  them,  making  the 
following  telegraphic  signals:  "The  strange  steamboat  is  inside,  safe, 
dischargingcargo;  she  is  American  built,"  I  then  received  orders  from 
Commander  tireen  to  proceed  aronnd  Frying  Pan  Shoals  to  our  former 
station;  the  riefi»ritt  was  ordered  into  New  Inlet.  I  imme^liately  stood 
to  the  southward  and  amnnd  the  shoal,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  27tli 

instant,  at  2 ;  15  a.  m.,  anchored  ou  our  station  oft"  the  western  bar.  Cape Fear  River.  The  evening  of  the  27th  instant  two  deserters  from  the 

Confederate  Army  stationed  at  Foi*t  Caswell  came  ott'  to  the  ship  in  a small  boat;  their  names  were  Henry  Garwood  (private;)  and  (teorg« 
Henry  (private).  My  letter  to  you,  May  5  (1862),  pive  you  all  the  infor- 

mation I  received  from  them.  In  that  I  stated  the  Xashrilte  struck  on 
the  bar  at  New  Inlet  whilst  trying  to  get  in  and  lay  there  twenty-eight 
hours,  during  which  time  a  portion  of  her  cargo  was  taken  out  by  tugs. 
These  deserters  were  sent  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  to  be  forwarded  to  you  so 
that  they  might  give  you  personally  all  the  information  Ihuy  possessed. 
I  remained  at  my  statiou  on  the  blockade  until  I^Iay  IS,  when  I  was 
ordered  by  Commander  Glisson  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  for  provisions  and 
coal.  At  the  expiration  of  forty-eight  hours  after  my  arrival  there  I 
left  Beaufort.  N.  0.,  and  at  11 :  M)  p.  m..  on  the  night  of  the  2l8t  of  May, 

■  1  took  up  my  statiou  on  the  blockade  off  New  Inlet.     As  regards  the 
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escape  of  the  steamer  Nmhville^  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it.  I 

was  told  by  some  oflBcers  that  the  contrabands  which  came  oft*  from New  Inlet  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa  said  that  the  Nashville  ran  out  of 
New  Inlet  entrance  to  Cape  Fear  River  on  the  night  of  the  29th  April, 
1862.  This,  sir,  is  all  the  information  I  possess  relative  to  the  entrance 
and  egress  of  the  steamer  Nashville. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  L.  Braine, 

JAeutenant^  Commandiny  U.  S.  S.  Monticello. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Norfolk. 

Beport  of  Acting  MMter  Warren,  U.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  IT.  S.  S.  Victoria. 

U.  S.  S.  Victoria, 
Off  Wilmington  Bar,  June  15, 18(i2. 

Sir:  Your  orders  under  date  of  the  10th  instant,  directing  me  to 
send  a  full  report  of  all  the  facts  within  my  knowledge  concerning  the 
late  entrance  of  the  Nashville  into  Wilmington  and  her  subsequent 
escai>e  from  that  port,  has  been  received  this  day,  and  in  reply  I  beg 

leave  to  say  that  on  the  26th  of  April,  last,  whilst  lying  oft'  Fort  ('as- well,  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Braine,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticelloj 
to  accompany  him  around  to  New  Inlet,  the  other  side  of  Cape  Fear,  to 
assist  him  to  destroy  a  large  steamer  said  to  be  ashore  there.  We 

immediately  started  around  Frying  Pan  Shoals.  Off*  the  southern  end 
of  the  shoals  I  was  sent  to  board  a  vessel  some  way  oft*,  which  separated my  vessel  from  the  Monticello.  On  my  way  around  I  si)oke  the  U.  S. 

sloop  of  war  Jamestown  working  oft'shore,  the  wind  blowing  strong  from 
the  northeast,  and  she  had  lost  one  anchor.  I  spoke  the  Monticello,  who 
stated  that  the  steamer  above  alluded  to  had  floated  off  and  gone  into 
the  river.  I  was  then  ordered  by  Captain  Green  to  go  to  the  Federal 
Point  channel  and  stay  there  for  the  present.  The  Monticello  returned 
to  Fort  Caswell  to  guard  that  channel.  It  being  at  that  time  too  dark 
to  approach  the  channel,  I  kept  underway  all  night. 

On  the  27th,  at  daylight,  I  stood  in,  and  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  anchored  in 
9  fathoms  of  water.  At  11 : 30  I  got  underway  and  stood  in  nearer  the 
channel.  Seeing  a  steamer  aground  in  the  river,  I  stood  in  as  near  as 
I  dared  to,  and  made  the  steamer  inside  to  be  the  Nashville  (as  I  sup- 

posed). I  immediately  sent  a  rifted  30-pounder  shell  at  her,  but  she 
was  too  far  distant  for  me  to  reach  her.  At  5  p.  m.  the  steamer  floated 

and  went  up  the  river,  I  kept  underway  till  6  o'clock,  sounding  and 
taking  bearings.  At  6  p.  m.  I  anchored  oft'  the  channel  as  near  as  I could  judge. 

I  have  heard  many  stories  about  the  Nashville,  but  this  is  all  I  know 
about  her. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Warren, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Victoria. 

Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8quadron. 
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Letter  from  the  Seoretary  of  the  Havy  to  71ag-(MBMr  OoUiboxmigh,  U.  S.  Navy,  tttauamttia^ 
oopy  of  the  opinion  St  the  court  of  enquiry. 

Navy  Department,  July  a,  186J9. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  enquiry 

which  was  recently  convened  at  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  inves- 
tigating the  causes  of  the  escape  of  the  rebel  steamer  NashvilU  from 

capture  while  aground  near  Kew  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  24th  of 
April  last. 

The  court,  it  appears,  are  of  opinion  that — 
The  disoretion  of  the  senior  officer,  Commander  Glisson,  of  the  M<mnt  Vernon,  in 

leaving  the  station  when  he  did,  without  being  relieved,  was  not  well  exercisedy  and 
in  a  great  measure  tended  toward  the  escape  of  the  Nashville, 

As  the  Department  can  not  give  the  detailed  and  specific  instructions 
which  might  remedy  a  want  of  judgment  or  discretion  in  subordini»te 
officers  of  a  s(iuadron,  it  must  rely  upon  the  vigilance  of  the  flag-offioer 
for  such  supervision  as  will  prevent  a  repetition  of  occurrences  so  littla 
creditable  to  the  service  as  the  escape  of  the  Nashville, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles, 

l.  m.  goldsborough, 
Commandingj  etc.,  Norjolkj  Va. 

[Enclosure.] 

Opinion  of  the  court. 

The  opinion  of  the  court  relative  to  the  facts  and  incidents  which 
have  come  before  them  in  their  investigation  of  the  failure  to  capture 
the  rebel  steamer  (supposed  to  be  the  Nashville)  whilst  aground  on  the 
New  Inlet  Bar  by  the  IJ.  S.  ship  Jamestown,  commanded  by  Oommander 
Charles  Green,  is  as  follows: 

The  court  is  impressed  with  the  fact  given  in  evidence  that  the  James- 
town  was  ordered  to  sea  in  great  haste  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  blockading  squadron  from  Hampton  Eoads,  through  the  urgency 
of  the  Navy  Department,  without  having  completed  her  repairs,  in 
being  unsupplied  with  the  full  complement  of  boats  and  anchors.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  condition  of  the  ship  tended  very  much  to 
inix)air  the  efficiency  of  the  Jamestoicn  and  to  lessen  the  confidence  of 
the  commander  and  officers  in  her  ability  te  perform  the  service  of  the! 
blockade;  written  evidence  is  produced  that  Commander  Charles  Green 
remonstrated  against  going  to  sea  thus  unprepared,  but  obeyed  his 
orders. 

The  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  part  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina 
about  Cape  Fear  is  one  of  the  most  exposed  during  the  winter  and 
spring  months,  rendering  very  diflicult  and  at  times  almost  impossible 
for  a  sailing  vessel  te  maintain  position,  and  frequently  very  dangerous, 
especially  with  a  defective  outfit 

It  is  doubtful,  in  the  mind  of  the  court,  whether  the  force,  consisting 
of  the  Jamestoicn  and  three  steamers,  was  competent  te  guard  the  two 
entrances  to  the  Cax)e  Fear  Kiver  and  maintain  a  strict  blockade,  the 
first  being  a  sailing  vessel  and  the  last,  steamers  defective  in  their 
machinery.  There  were  no  directions  given  to  the  commanders  of 
these  vessels  how  to  act  or  to  what  their  attention  was  to  be  called, 
and  they  were  permitted  to  leave  their  stations  for  supplies  without 
being  relieved  by  others. 
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In  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  discretion  of  the  senior  officer,  Com- 
mander Glisson,  of  the  Mount  Verno7iy  in  leaving  the  station  when  he 

did,  without  being  relieved,  was  not  well  exercised,  and  in  a  great 
measure  tended  toward  the  escape  of  the  Nashville,  as  the  guarding  of 
the  New  Inlet  was  left  thereby  entirely  to  the  Jamestoicn,  a  sailing 
vessel,  with  an  armament  inadequate,  as  has  been  proved,  deficient  in 
an  anchor  aud  a  first  cutter,  wbile  the  old  channel  was  left  to  be 
guarded  by  the  Monticello  and  Victoria^  steamers. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  Commander  Green,  on  discovering 
lights  while  at  anchor  to  the  northward  of  the  bar,  acted  on  the  even- 

ing of  the  23d  of  April  with  cautious  prudence  in  slipping  his  cable 
aud  getting  underway,  and  they  are  satisfied  that  he  used  all  diligence 
to  keep  his  ship  as  near  the  entrance  during  the  night  as  the  weather 
permitted.  From  the  evening  of  the  23d  to  the  afternoon  of  the  25th 
it  is  shown  that  the  state  of  the  weather  was  such  as  to  preclude  his 
maintaining  a  position  under  sail  to  intercept  vessels  bound  in  or  out. 
Had  Commander  Glisson  left  one  of  the  three  steamers  in  his  company, 
this  could  have  been  effected,  as  appear^  to  the  court  was  his  duty  to 
have  ordered.  The  court  thinks  that  Commander  Green  should  have 
guided  his  movements  by  the  time  of  high  water  and  have  sighted  the 
bar  at  that  time,  when  vessels  bound  out  or  in  would  have,  in  all  prob- 

ability, made  the  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  The  court  was  sur- 
prised to  find  that  no  attention  had  been  paid  to  this  event,  and  that 

no  attention  appears  to  have  been  given  to  the  tides. 
There  is  little  doubt,  from  the  information  derived  from  the  witnesses 

and  the  documents  submitted  to  the  court,  that  the  Nashville  passed 
in  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  and  grounded  on  the  bar  at  that  time, 
where  she  lay  some  thirty- six  hours,  till  the  morning  tide  of  the  26th 
April. 

The  court  is  of  opinion  that  after  the  discovery  of  the  rebel  steamer 
aground  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  Commander  Green  had  not 
the  force  to  attack  her  or  efiect  her  capture,  by  reason  of  the  inade- 

quate armament  of  the  Jamestown^  in  having  no  guns  of  long  range, 
or  with  boats  at  night,  being  deficient  in  a  first  cutter.  Finding  him- 

self so  situated,  he  consulted  his  oflicers,  who  coincided  in  his  opinion, 
when  he  made  diligent  exertions  to  procure  the  aid  of  the  steamers  to 
effect  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  rebel  steamer.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  in  evidence  that  those  two  steamers,  the  Monticello  and  Vic- 

toria (the  Mount  Vernon  having  left  her  station  the  day  before  without 
a  relief)  were  some  distance  off,  and  the  Monticello  defective  in  her 
machinery,  from  which  cause  his  intentions  were  retarded  and  frus- 

trated by  the  delay  which  ensued.  The  court  would  also  notice  the 
willful  neglect  and  deviation  of  Acting  Master  Warren,  in  command 
of  the  Victoria,  from  his  orders,  in  giving  chase  to  a  schooner,  thus 
failing  to  join  the  Jamestoicn  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  Jamestown  and  the  two  steamers 
were  of  sufficient  force  to  have  made  any  successful  attempt  to  capture 
the  rebel  steamer  after  she  had  got  o^  and  within  the  bar,  or  have 
effected  her  destruction,  although  the  Victoria  was  of  light  draft  of 
water,  protected,  as  the  rebel  steamer  was,  by  the  forts  and  the  armed 
tugs  that  had  come  to  her  assistance.  If  it  had  been  possible,  it  was 
not  deemed  advisable  to  attempt  it. 

The  high  character  of  Commander  (Jreen  for  energy  and  attention  to 
his  duties,  which  the  officers  of  the  Jamestown  have  borne  testimony  to, 
has  satisfied  the  court  that  Commander  Green,  under  the  circumstances, 
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acted  witli  desire  to  i)orf(>rin  his  duty,  ana  that  the  escape  of  the  JVJrwA- 
rille  is  in  no  manner  to  bo  imputed  to  the  neglect  of  Commander 
Charles  (xreen,  commanding  the  Jamestotcn  at  the  time  and  idaco  of 
said  escape. 

CiiARLKs  Wilkes, 

Captain^  U.  ̂S,  Nary,  and  Pnttident  of  the  Court. 
William  E.  Whitman, 

Judge- A  dvovatc. 

Report  of  Flag-Offieer  Ooldslwroiigh,  IT.  S.  Navy,  makiiig  oommentB  upon  the  opinion  of  the 
court  of  enquiry  in  the  case  of  Commander  Oreen,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

r.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk  J  Va.,  July  lij  1862. 

Sin :  The  opinion  of  the  court  of  enquiry  in  the  case  of  Commander 
Charles  Oreen,  of  the  Jamestown,  a  copy  of  which  was  recently  for- 

warded me  by  the  Department,  accompanied  by  remarks  from  the 

honorable  Secretary,  contain's  some  statements  so  unfounded  in  fact and  so  calculated  to  injure  others  entirely  innocent  of  wrong  in  the 
premises,  that  1  deem  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  submit  to  you  the  fol- 

lowing comments  with  regard  to  them  and  the  papers  herewith  trans- 
mitted. It  is  very  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  evidence  adduced,  instead 

of  being  full  and  complete  in  relation  to  the  affair  involved,  was  but  of 
a  very  meager  character,  although  it  may  have  been  the  best,  in  absence 
of  important  witnesses,  that  could  have  been  obtained;  and  that  ni)Oii 
this  the  opinion  is  predicated. 

It  is  stated  that — 
Tho  court  is  iiiiprcBRed  witli  tho  fact  ̂ ivon  in  ovidcnco  that  the  Jamestown  was 

ordered  to  Bra  in  j^roat  h:i8te  hy  tlio  coinniandin^  oDircr  of  the  Mockading  Bquadron 
from  1Iani])tou  lioads,  tliron^h  the  urgency  of  the  Navy  Dojiartiuent,  withoat 
having  completed  her  repairs,  in  beini;  nnsu])])lied  with  the  full  complemeut  of  boats 
and  anchors. 

As  this  stands,  and  with  the  opinion  separated  from  the  proceedings, 
one  would  naturally  infer  that  I  am  the  oflicer  alluded  to,  and  the 
omission  therefore  to  name  who,  in  the  minds  of  the  court,  that  com- 

manding otiicer  was,  is  calculated  to  implicate  me.  The  truth  is,  at  the 
time  in  view  I  was  and  had  been  for  several  weeks  in  the  sounds  of 
North  Carolina.  I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  preparation 
of  the  Jamrstotrn  lor  service,  nor  did  I  order  her  to  sea. 

Again,  in  alluding  to  the  JamcMtotcn  and  tlnee  steamers  as  being  the 
vessels  detailed  to  guard  the  entrances  to  Cape  Fear  JU ver,  it  is  stated : 

I  There  wero  no  dirodions  ji:iveu  io  the  comman<lers  of  these  vcsbi-Ih  how  to  act,  or 
to  what  llieir  attention  waw  to  he  called,  and  thi-y  wen*  i»enuittrd  to  leave  their 

I  stations  for  flup])lii's  without  hoing  relieved  l)y  others. 

,  So  far  from  there  being  the  slightest  truth  in  this  conclusion  about 
directions  to  commanding  oflicers,  J  doubt  whether  in  the  whole  his- 

tory of  blo(!kades  such  minute  instructions  ever  were  given  to  cruisers 
as  those  furnished  to  all  the  vessels  of  the  Noith  Atlantic  I^lot^kading 
S(iuadron  engaged  on  blockading  service;  and  in  supjwrtof  this  asser- 

tion, and  as  a  matter  of  Justice  to  myself,  I  ask  that  the  accompanying 
pai)ers  may  be  carefully  examined.  They  are  just  such  as  were  given 
to  the  vessels  alluded  to  in  the  (»i)inion,  and  as  have  been  given  to 
every  vessel  of  this  squadron  sent  on  blockading  service  sin(!eavery 
short  time  after  I  first  took  command  in  it.  If  tliey  contain  no  direc- 

tions to  commanders  how  to  act  or  to  what  their  attention  is  to  be 
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called,  then  I  am  incapable  of  issuing  any  that  will.  But  upon  this 
point  the  Department  will  judge  for  itself  and  decide  upon  the  conse- 

quence due  to  the  court's  reflections.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that 
as  far  back  as  last  December  the  president  of  the  court,  Captain 
Wilkes,  obtained  from  me  a  printed  copy  of  all  these  i^apers,  except,  of 
course,  those  headed  extracts,  etc.;  and,  unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken, 
Captain  Einggold,  another  member  of  the  court,  must  also  have  beqn 
similarly  provided  with  them. 
And  it  is  further  stated  that — 
The  court  would  also  notice  the  willful  neglect  and  deviation  of  Acting  Master 

Warren,  in  command  of  the  Victoriay  from  his  orders,  in  giving  chase  to  a  schooner, 
thus  failing  to  join  the  Jamestown  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

Upon  this,  very  naturally,  the  Department  has  felt  itself  called  upon 
to  dismiss  Acting  Master  Warren  from  his  command;  but  it  now  turns 
out,  from  the  proceedings  of  another  court  of  eiuiuiry,  which  were  for- 

warded by  me  yesterday  to  the  Department,  that  Acting  Master  War- 
ren was  ordered  by  his  superior  officer,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Braine, 

tf>  do  the  very  thing  which  has  brought  upon  him  the  court's  censure, 
and  resulted  in  his  displacement.  So  much  for  relying  implicitly  upon 
mere  ex  parte  test i  mony. 

1  find  that  I  omitted  to  notice  in  the  proper  place  the  remark  of  the 
court  about  the  vessels  being  permitted  to  leave  their  stations  for  sup- 
l)lie8  without  being  relieved  by  others.  No  vessel  of  this  squadron  has 
been  allowed  to  leave  her  blockading  station  except  in  a  case  of  abso 
lute  necessity.  Every  available  one  had  to  be  kept  constantly  on 
blockading  service,  and  thus  an  arrangement  of  relief  yessels  was 
impracticable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  (ioLDSBORouan, 

Flag- Officer  J  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  ISquadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 

Record  of  prooeadings  of  a  oonrt  of  enquiry,  held  on  board  the  IT.  S.  S.  Penobscot,  June  24, 
1862. 

The  court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment  on  the  28th  instant,  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m.  Present,  Commander  O.  S.  Glisson,  Lieutenant  Com- 

manding J.  M.  B.  Clitz,  Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  N.  T.  Arnold, 
Judge- Advocate  Theodore  E.  Smith. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
There  being  no  further  testimony  to  be  obtained  on  this  station,  and 

after  reading  over  the  evidence  and  maturely  deliberating  thereon,  the 
court  are  of  the  following  opinion : 

That  no  x>€rson  or  |)erson8  on  board  of  the  TJ.  8.  S.  Monticello  or  the 
U.  S.  8.  Victoria  are  at  all  censurable  for  the  entrance  or  escape  of  the 
steamer  Nashville  into  or  from  the  port  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  in  April 
last.  But  the  court  are  of  the  opinion  that  Commander  J.  F.  [Charles] 
Green,  of  the  U.  8.  ship  Jamestown,  is  censurable  for  not  having 
destroyed  or  attempting  to  destroy  the  supi)osed  steamer  Nashville 
while  ashore  on  the  bar  of  New  Inlet,  N.  C,  on  the  26th  April,  1862. 
Also  for  not  having  maintained  his  proi)er  station  on  blockading  serv- 

ice.   The  court  feel  called  upon  to  say  that  they  have  labored  under 
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lat  (li»ail vantages  iu  paBsing  aa  (i]jiiiiou  ou  Commamlflr  Green  t 
t  baviug  buua  able  tu  ubtaiti  uviileuw  liuut  either  liiiu  |or]  bis  o 
%  crew. 

O.  S.  (Jlisson, 
Vommaiukr,  Senior  OfficerM 

J.  M.  B.  CLiiz,  J 
Lieutenant,  Comiaandituf,  U.  S.  Xasjfji 

II.  N.  T.  AfiNi'i.D.  J 
Lieutenant,  Commantiiny,  C  .S.  -VopyJ 

ThEOUUUE    E.  t^MITH, 

Judye-Advocatc*  1 

Xlie  court  having  tinished  the  busnioss  belure  it,  ad,iourne(l. 
OomiDaudtit'  O,  S.  Olisson, 

Senior  C '" 

Theodobb  E.  Smiti 

Judge-Advoeo 

^lofi-Qfficer  Goldshorouffh,  U.  S.  Xnvy,  re^ardinij  tke  repm 
to  the  U.  if.  S.  Galena. 

V.  8.  FLAfisnip  Minnesota, 
JlnmpUm  Roads,  Virginin,  April  35,  1963. 

:  The'  damages  mistaiiied  by  the  macliinery  of  tlie  Galena  are 
ting  repaireil  at  our  own  workshop  ou  Nhore  at  l''ortresB  Monroe,  and t  am  greatly  iu  lioi)e8,  from  the  reports  1  receive,  that  tliey  will  all  \ 

made  good  iti  the  course  of  to-day.    There  are  difflculties,  however,  1 
contend  with,  but  I  have  ii  strong  impressiou  that  they  will  be  eSi 
toally  overcome. 

"~  Nothing  of  importance  hue  transpired  here  sini«  my  hist. 
"        1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  olwdient  servant, L.  M.  OoLDBBtiEOUGH, 

FUig-Officer,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  tiquadron^\ 
Bon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

ikvretary  of  tke  Naiy, 

TTfrom  the  Secretary  of  thf!  Navg  to  Flag-Opeer  Goldnhomiigh,  U.  A 
tJVapyj  regarding  the  uteamerii  Patroon,  Massackiiaefta,  and  I'ort  Ro^ 

Navy  Department,  April  35, 18(!&.M 

■6tH:  If  yon  can  spare  the  Patroon  send   her  to  Port  lioyal  wi'tT 
Wers  to  report  to  Flag-Oflicer  Uu  I'ont  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlanta 
'jckuding  Squatlniu. 
Hie  steamer  ManKtu^kusett^  will  proliably  leave  Now  York  to-dajq 
e  steamer  i'oj-i  Uoijal,  Lieutenant  fr4^or^«  IT.  MorriM  commaii 
w  under  orders  to  re|K>rt  to  you  fur  duty.    8he  may  not  be  ready  £ 
%  before  tbn  30th  instant. 

!  am,  respectfully,  eti-., Gideon  Welles.  | 

iFlttg-Oflicer  L.  iM.  UoLUsnoKoituH. 
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Letter  from  Commander  RowaUy  TJ.  8.  Navy^  to  Major-Oeneral  Bnrnside^ 
U,  8,  Army  J  reporting  the  successful  obstruction  of  the  North  River 
Canal, 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  Elizabeth  City^  April  ̂ 5, 1862. 

General:  We  have  effectually  obstructed  the  North  Kiver  Canal.* 
I  enclose  you  an  abstract  from  the  Norfolk  Day  Book,  which  Flusser 
captured  in  the  postofiice  on  the  morning  of  his  arrival  in  the  canal. 

I  have  been  up  the  Pasquotank  several  miles  above  Elizabeth  City. 
Troops  can  be  landed  on  either  side  of  the  river  witlfin  6  miles  of  South 
Mills.  The  body  of  the  adjutant  has  been  sent  in  by  flag  of  truce  and 

brought  oft"  by  the  Delaware. General  Blanchard  informs  Major  Jardine  (who  was  here  for  the 
wounded)  that  they,  the  wounded,  have  been  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe. 
I  also  enclose  a  communication  from  General  Blanchard  to  General 
Eeno. 

Very  respectfully, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Naval  Forces^  Sounds  North  Carolina. 

Major-General  A.  B.  Burnside, 
Commanding  Department  North  Carolina. 

Bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort  Macon,  N.  C,  April  25-26, 1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldiborongh,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  2, 1802. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Fort  Macon 
is  now  in  our  ])os8ession.    The  accompanying  reports  give  all  the 
official  information  I  have  received  with  regard  to  its  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag  Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  tranimitting  report  of  Lieutenant  FranUin,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  EUie. 

17.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  NeiJO  Berne,  N.  C,  May  1, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  anchored  off  New  Berne  and  avail  myself 
of  the  mail  to-morrow  to  inform  you  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Macon,  after  a 
bombardment  of  ten- hours. 

I  enclose  copy  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Franklin's  report  of  his 
participation  in  the  affair,  which  has  disappointed  me.  I  regret  to  say 
that  this  officer  did  not  make  prize  of  the  vessels  in  port,  but  suffered 
Gaptain  Lockwood  to  come  in  and  seize  them.  I  forbore  capturing 
these  vessels  before  the  fort  fell,  in  consequence  of  their  being  English, 
though  principally  owned  by  rebels. 

*  A  part  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 



278       NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

I  refer  the  matter  for  your  consideration.    I  think  the  vessels  are  my 
prizes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Gomdg.  TJ,  8.  Naval  Forces j  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Flag-OfBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

» 

[Bnclofliire.] 
U.  S.  S.  Ellis, 

Off  Beaufort^  N.  C,  ApHl  26^  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  to  you  the  following  report: 
Fort  Macon  surrendered  after  being  bombarded  for  ten  hours.    In 

my  letter  of  the  23d  instant  to  you  I  mentioned  the  superior  range  of 
the  fort's  guns  and  my  inability  to  reach  it  at  2  miles,  even  with  the 
increased  charge  of  8  x>ounds. 

On  Friday,  the  morning  of  the  attack,  the  wind  was  fresh  from  the 
southward  and  westward,  making  sufficient  sea  to  render  my  fire  very 
uncertain  and  to  endanger  the  vessel  on  the  shoals. 

Tliese  circumstances  and  the  poor  range  of  my  gun  decided  me  not 
to  engage  with  the  Ellis^  so  I  was  obliged  to  content  myself  with  offer- 

ing the  services  of  my  people  to  assist  at  the  guns  on  the  canal  boats. 
Mr.  Porter  worked  one  for  a  short  while,  but  orders  soon  came  to  stop 
it,  and  when  the  firing  ceased  [we]  were  engaged  in  sounding  out  a 
better  position  for  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
0.  L.  Franklin, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding  Ellis. 
Commander  S.  0.  EowAN, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Naval  Forces  in  North  Carolina. 

Beport  of  Commander  Lookwood,  IT.  S.  Havy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Daylight. 

U.  S.  S.  Daylight, 
Beaufort  Harbor^  April  26^  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Fort  Macon  is  ours  after 

one  day's  bombardment,  in  whicb  the  gunboats  under  my  command 
])articipate(l.  Our  loss  is  one  engineer,  wounded  in  the  arm  by  a  round 
shot,  or  rather  the  splinters,  the  shot  entering  our  starboard  quarters 
and  lodging  in  the  opposite  side  of  the  ship. 

The  army  had  2  wounded  and  1  killed,  I  hear.    Particulars  of  our 
part  in  the  capture  hereafter.    In  haste. 

Yours,  respectfully, 
Saml.  Lockwood, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 
Flag-OflScer  L.  M.  Goldsboeough, 

Comdg.  North  AtlaiUic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

Additional  report  of  Commander  Lookwood,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  B.  BayUght 

U.  S.  Pbopelleb  Daylight, 
Beaufort  Harbor^  April  27^  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  25th  instant  our  batteries 
ou  shore  being  in  position,  Are  was  opened  about  6  a.  m«  on  Fort  Macon. 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  8QUADR0N.       279 

Oil  its  being  reported,  I  got  underway  and  steamed  toward  the  otber 
blockading  vessels,  making  signals  for  them  to  get  underway,  to  pre- 

pare for  action,  and  form  in  line  ahead.  When  within  range,  as  near 
as  the  shoals  allowed  us  to  approach,  the  Daylight  oi)ened  lire,  followed 
in  succession  by  the  steamer  State  of  Georgia^  Commander  James  F. 
Armstrong;  the  gunboat  CMppevca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Bryson, 
and  the  bark  Gemsbok^  Acting  Lieutenant  Edward  Cavendy.  The 
three  steamers  kept  underway,  steaming  around  in  a  circle,  delivering 
their  lire  as  they  came  within  range  at  a  mile  and  a  quarter  distant 
from  the  fort.    The  bark  anchored. 

After  firing  a  number  of  rounds  of  shot  and  shell,  finding  that  the 
sea  from  a  southwest  wind  blowing  on  shore  caused  the  vessels  to  roll 
so  quick  and  deep  as  to  render  our  guns  almost  unmanageable,  to  affect 
our  range  and  the  accuracy  of  our  aim,  I  reluctantly  withdrew,  after 
being  engaged  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  hoping  that  the  wind  and 
sea  would  subside,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  renew  our  firing  in  the  after- 

noon. I  the  more  readily  adopted  that  course,  as  we  did  not  contem- 
plate to  be  continuously  engaged,  but  to  occasionally  open  fire  on  the 

enemy,  whom  we  expected  would  hold  out  for  several  days.  The  wind 
and  sea  increasing  rendered  the  renewal  of  the  engagement  impracti- 

cable that  afternoon  by  the  gunboats.  Toward  evening  a  flag  of  truce 
was  displayed  from  the  fort,  which  passed  into  our  possession  the  follow- 

ing morning,  and  we  heartily  cheered  the  reappearance  of  our  glorious 
flag  over  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Macon  about  10  a.  m.,  April  26, 1862. 
On  entering  the  i)ort  I  had  an  interview  with  Major-General  Burn- 

side,  and  we  jointly  signed  the  terras  of  capitulation  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  forces. 
We  expended  nearly  half  of  our  losecond  fuzed  shells,  and,  I  am 

happy  to  say,  with  good  eflfect,  and  our  time  of  attack  was  most  oppor- 
tune, as  we  drew  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  an  important  land  battery, 

which  enabled  our  forces  to  repair  damages  caused  by  the  concentrated 
fire  of  the  enemy  thereon. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  on  the  vessels  from  guns  of  greater  range  was 
excellent;  their  shot  and  shell  fell  around  us  in  every  direction.  Many 
good  line  shots  passed  just  over  and  beyond  us,  as  we  successively 
passed  their  line  of  fire,  and  we  were  exceedingly  fortunate  in  receiving 
so  little  damage.  The  Daylight  was  struck  by  an  Vlll-inch  solid  shot 
on  the  starboard  quarter  below  the  spar  deck,  passing  through  several 
bulkheads  and  the  deck  below  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  vessel  in 
the  engine  room  about  6  inches  above  the  machinery,  among  which  it 
dropped.  A  splinter  fractured  the  small  bone  of  the  right  forearm  of 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Eugene  J.  Wade;  and  I  am  happy  to 
state  that  this  was  the  only  casualty  that  occurred  afloat. 

I  am  informed  that  our  forces  on  shore  had  1  killed  and  2  wounded, 
and  that  the  enemy  had  8  killed  and  20  wounded.  It  is  remarkable 
that  so  important  a  victory  should  have  been  achieved  with  so  little  loss 
of  life,  particularly  as  the  interior  of  the  fort  was  literally  covered  with 
fragments  of  bombs  and  shell,  and  many  of  their  guns  disabled. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  the  several  commanders,  and  it  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  commend  the  gallantry  of  all. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
SAMii.  Lock  WOOD, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
FlagOfflcer  Louis  M.  Goldsborough, 

Oomdg,  North  Atlantio  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads, 
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Ronort  of  CommanilBr  ArmBtiong,  D.  S.  Hftvy,  commanding  V.  S.  S,  SUM  of  OemgU. 

U.  S.  S.  State  ok  Geoboia, 
Of  Fort  Mdfon,  N.  f.,  April  36,  1S62. 

SIR:  I  have  tlie  honnr  to  liaiicl  lierewilh  a  stutvinent  of  the  amouot 
of  amminiitioti  exiieiidcd  iliirini:  the  action  i>f  yost^rday. 

Tlio  lire  of  tbe  Queiiiy  mhs  wril  dtrecteil.  their  shot  untl  shell  fallioj 
Jliick  and  fast  around  us,  one  imaaiuB  through  the  American  eusigii  a 
the  peak. 

While  inakinp  the  circle  iiuder  the  lire  of  the  fort  wo  touelied  liottom 
slighUj,  without  daiimge, 

The  coolness  and  8i)irit  displayed  liy  the  ofHcers  and  crow  of  this  vea- 
Bel  deserve  the  highest  praise. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
Jamks  F.  Abmstkomg, 

Commander. 

Captain  Samubi.  Lockwood, 

Vomniti iiikr  miA  Senior  Officer,  off  Furl  i\fiii-itii.  A',  V. 

BepMt  of  Liau it  Bi^lon.  V.  S.  Kav;.  oomnmndii 1.  S.  Cbippews. 

I'.  S.  Gunboat  UtiipPKWA, 
lie'iit/ort,  April  37,  1S03. 

8i!t :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  herewith  tiiiusmit  you  an  account 
of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  al  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Macon  on 
the25tli  instant. 

In  accordance  with  your  si^al  we  got  underway  at  S  o'clock  and, 
following  iu  line,  atoutl  in  for  the  fort.  I  am  surprised  that  our  tirJDg 
should  have  been  so  accurate,  when  I  take  into  oonsideratiou  the  roll- 

ing: of  the  vessel.  At  times  the  muzKle  of  our  XI  inch  pivot  gun  wm 
within  a  very  short  distance  of  the  water.  During  the  time  wo  were  in 
the  engagement,  we  tired  twelve  rounds  from  the  Xi  inch  gun  and  ten 
from  (ho  20-ponnder  Parrott. 

The  shell  from  the  fort  jiassed  through  onr  rigging  and  exploded  all 
around  us,  but  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  no  one  wns  injnredf 
neither  did  the  hull  or  rigging  receive  the  slightest  damage. 

Both  oHicers  and  men,  few  of  whom  had  ever  been  under  lire  before, 
behaved  with  the  greatest  cooCuess  and  bravery. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  BnysON, 

LievleiinnI,  Comviundinfi. 
Commander  Sami,.  Lockwood, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 

BspoTt.  of  ActiBg  VolontMr  JiancaDBnt  Cnvend;,  0.  8,  Sntj,  oommuLdlng  V.  B.  bark  0«mabalL 

r.  a.  s,  [Baek]  gemshok, 
Of  licau/orl,  \.  C,  yipril  X'5, 1SG2. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  tlie  folk>wing  statement  of  the 
part  this  vessel  took  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Macon  between  tha 
hours  of  S  and  IC  a.  m.  oti  the  above  date. 

Agreeiably  Ut  signal  from  my  senior  officer  I  prcjiarwl  the  ship  ready 
for  action.    At  7:u6  perceived  signal  to  get  underway  to  the  fort  and 
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open  fire.  At  8  hove  up  anchor  and  stood  iu  toward  Fort  Macon  and 
anchored  close  in  to  the  breakers  in  4  fathoms  water,  distant  1  mile 
(large  distance)  from  the  fort. 

Immediately  opened  fire  and  continued  firing  until  the  flagship  stood 
off,  when  I  hove  up  anchor  and  stood  for  the  anchorage.  Fired  twenty- 
eight  shot  and  shell  at  the  fort.  Having  but  a  small  quantity  of  long- 
range  fuzes  that  would  reach  it,  compelled  me  to  use  hollow  shells  and 
shot  instead. 

During  the  time  the  ship  was  in  action  several  shot  and  shell  came 
very  near  us;  only  one  did  any  damage,  however,  carrying  away  the 
forward  starboard  maintopmast  backstay  10  feet  from  the  deck;  also 
carrying  away  main  topsail  halyards  and  main  braoe. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 
Edw.  Oavendy, 

Commanding  OemsboJc. 
Samuel  Lockwood, 

Senior  Officer ̂   Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Daylight.    ' 

Order  of  oongratnlatioii  of  Ilag-Offioer  Gddiboroiigh,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lookwood, 
IT.  8.  Navy,  and  regarding  the  diipoeition  of  veesels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSj  May  2j  1S62. 

Sm :  I  beg  to  congratulate  you  and  the  officers  and  men  associated 
with  you  upon  the  capture  of  Fort  Macon.  Be  good  enough  to  commu- 

nicate to  them  my  entire  satisfaction  at  the  gallant  conduct  evinced  on 
the  occasion,  and  receive  for  yourself  the  same  manifestation.  The 
attention  of  the  Navy  Department  is  already  drawn  to  the  deed. 

I  wish  you  to  send  the  Chippewa  and  8tate  of  Georgia  off  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C,  without  delay,  to  assist  in  blockading  that  place. 

The  Daylight  and  GemsboJc  can  remain  at  Beaufort  until  further 
orders.  I  have  this  day  ordered  a  thousand  tons  of  coal  to  be  sent 
from  Philadelphia  to  Beaufort  for  the  use  of  our  vessels  there  and  off 
Wilmington,  and  also  a  full  supply  of  provisions,  stores,  and  clothing 
to  be  sent  from  Baltimore  to  Beaufort  for  the  same  purpose.  Tell  the 
commanding  officers  of  tlie  Chippewa  and  8tate  of  Georgia  that  here- 

after they  will  find  supplies  at  Beaufort,  and  direct  them  to  inform  the 
commanding  officers  they  may  meet  off  Wilmington  that  they,  too, 
hereafter,  are  to  go  to  Beaufort  for  supplies.  In  short,  no  vessel  sta- 

tioned at  Beaufort  or  off  Wilmington  is  to  come  here  unless  her  condi- 
tion is  such  as  to  render  the  move  absolutely  necessary,  or  unless  she 

be  ordered  by  the  Navy  Department  or  myself  to  do  so. 
It  is  very  desirable  that  the  coals,  provisions,  stores,  etc.,  should  be 

landed  and  stored  conveniently  and  safely,  so  as  to  avoid  demurrage. 
This  you  will  endeavor  to  manage.  The  clerk  accompanying  the  pro- 

visions, etc.,  is  to  remain  with  them  and  attend  to  their  delivery,  taking 
all  necessary  receipts.  Direct  him,  however,  not  to  deliver  any  article 
unless  there  be  a  requisition  for  it,  duly  approved  by  the  senior  naval 
officer  present. 

I  am,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  LooinvooD, 

U.  8.  8.  Daylight. 
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H  U.  S.  3.  Dayught, 

^^H  lieav/ort  Harbor,  N.  C,  May  3,  I8C2A 
^^^BiR:  On  tbe  capture  of  Port  Maunii  I  found  two  stiijm,  the  AUiai^ 
^^K^  Uonihir,  Hying  tlie  EntfUali  Hag.  lying  near  the  railroad  de|K>t  iS 

Morehoad  CSity,  iu  charge  of  their  masters,  v\X\\  a  guard  of  Boldicrn  uii 
l)inird  to  i»r6V(!»t  tlio  rt-nioval  of  tlie  cargo  or  proi>erty.  consisting  of 
lurpi^iitino,  rosin,  and  cotton,  and  yesterday  Brigadier-Genorul  I'aikc, 
in  Mimmand  of  this  division,  turned  them  over  to  me,  with  sundry 
]iav»ur8  found  at  the  ciisloni-liousowhen  our  forces  entered  Beaufort,  ou 
examining  which  1  mn  satisfied  that  they  are  lawful  prixes,and  have  no 
doubt  but  that  their  transfer  to  the  English  Hag  is  fraudulent.  Keport 
saya  they  belong  to  parties  in  Chiirlestou,  S.  O..  and  New  York.  They 
have  been  here  sinra  the  latter  part  of  August  last,  and  claim  to  have 
arrived  before  a  blockiide  of  the  harbor  existed,  and  the  captain  of  the 
AUumce  saya  he  applied  to  the  comtnandiug  officer  iu  less  than  HI  teen 
days  after  the  blockade  actually  took  place  for  permission  to  leave.  1 
find  that  the  Ooniinr  took  in  cargo  as  late  as  the  2L'd  January  last,  aud 
they  have  been  watching  for  a  chanue  to  run  the  blockade,  having  sev- 
ei-al  times  dropped  down  near  the  eiiti-ance  of  the  harbor  for  that  pur- 

pose. The  Adianer,  from  her  bills  of  lading,  dated  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  August  12, 1S61,  must  have  cleared  for  Havana  and  entered 
at  the  Confederate  enstoni- house,  Beaufort.  N.  U.,  August  ̂ 8,  18CI. 
The  Oondar,  by  her  bills  of  lading,  found  also  at  the  Confederate 

custom-bouse,  dated  Liveri)ooI,  July  ">,  1861,  must  have  cleared  for 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  entered  Beaufort  custom  hoase  Septem- 

ber '2, 1861,  Being  satisfied  that  tbey  are  lawful  prizes,  1  have  put  a 
prize  crew  on  board  of  each  and  ordered  them  to  New  York  for  ndjndi- 
cntion.  The  Oondar's  cargo  was  salt  and  iron.  The  captain  of  the 
AlUance  is  here.  Iter  cargo  consiatt^d  of  grindstones,  fjuickailver,  cas- 

tor oil,  spool  cotton,  mackerel,  tin  plate,  block  tin,  bar  iron,  sheet  iroDj 
iron  wire,  pig  iron,  and  two  trnnkn  of  percussion  caps.  ^H 

The  log  book  of  the  Hondar  is  missing  for  the  period  prior  to  C'apta^H 
Matthew  Robert  Gooding's  leaving  lier  to  command  the  Niiakrille,  O^^M 
John  Jennings  was  appointed  to  command  the  Oomlar  March  17,  1«^| 
the  day  the  Naghnlle  is  said  to  have  run  the  blockade.  Both  ships  il^H 
American  built,  and  haveha<l  their  name  and  Liverpool  recently  paintj^H 
on  tbeir  stern,  under  which,  on  one  of  I  hem,  sufficient  letters  are  visia^| 

«>  make  out  Charleston.  ^M 
[There  is  said  to  be  at  the  railroad  depot  about  400  barrels  of  roa^H 
Id  turpentine  wliich,  report  says,  was  formerly  loaded  on  board  t^H 
■rk  Qlenn  to  run  the  blockade,  but  was  subsequently  landed  to  coj^f 
ert  her  into  a  privateer.  I  shall  onrjuire  into  it,  and  if  J  can  gt^^ 

sufficient  proof  of  that  fact.  I  shall  confiscate  it  and  send  it  North  t^M 
adjudication.  ^M 

The  U.  S.  ship  Oemitbok  will  sail  in  company  with  tbc  above  prizejH 

convoying  them  as  far  as  oil"  the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake,  when  »wM 
will  go  to  Hampton  Koad.'^  and  they  t»  New  York.  jM 

There  is  a  report  here  that  the  NushvUle  ran  ont  of  Wilmington.  N.  0.^ 
^isn  the  3Uth  April,  taking  with  her  two  steamboat  and  one  lighter  loadfl 
^^B(  cotton,  hurriedly  put  on  board  and  nnstowed.  H 
^^H        I  am,  sir,  re3l)ectAiny,  your  obedient  servant,  H 
^^H  SA.ML.  LocKWoon.  I 
^^^1  Commander  and  Senior  Officer,  fl 
^^BS^ag-Offleer  L.  M.  OoLDSBORoroH,  fl 
^^H         Comiig.  Korth  Atlantic  BhcJcadinff  Squadron,  Sampton  Roads,  H 
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P.  S. — I  send  also  herewith  a  copy  of  the  terms  of  capitulation  of  Fort 
Macon. 

S.   LOCKWOOD. 
[Encloflure.] 

Terms  of  capitulation. 

Fort  Macon,  N.  C,  April  26^  1862. 
The  following  are  the  tenns  of  capitulation  agreed  upon  for  the  sur- 

render to  the  forces  of  the  United  States  of  Fort  Macon,  Bogue  Banks, 
North  Carolina: 
Article  1.  The  fort,  armament,  and  garrison  to  be  surrendered  to 

the  forces  of  the  United  States. 
Article  2.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  garrison  to  be  released  on 

their  parole  of  honor  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  United  States  of 
America  until  properly  exchanged,  and  to  return  to  their  homes,  taking 
with  them  all  their  private  effects,  such  as  clothing,  bedding,  books,  et<$. 

M.  J.  White, 

Gol&nely  0,  8.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Macon. 
Saml.  Lockwood, 

Commander  J  U.  8.  Navy,  and  8enior  Offi<ier. 
John  G.  Parke, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I  \  'olunteersj Commanding  Third  Division^  Department  North  Carolina. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer   Ooldsborough,   U.  8.  Navy,  acknowledging  the 
Departments  communications. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSj  Virginia.  April  26, 1862. 

Sir:  The  information,  dated  the  22d  instant,  from  the  Department 
concerning  the  steamers  ̂ a^i/ia,Jlfe2t^,  ̂ .wAMemphiSj  has  been  received 
and  printed.  The  information  about  the  vessels  at  Liverpool  and  Ber- 

muda preparing  to  violate  this  blockade,  sent  to  me  from  the  Depart- 
ment on  tlie  25th,  has  Just  been  received;  also  the  dispatch  dated  the 

24th  concerning  the  steamship  Karnakj  and  that  of  the  25th  relating 
to  the  Patroonj  Massachusetts j  and  Port  Royal.  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  I  have  chartered  the  schooner  Victory  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  our  naval  force  in  the  York  River  supplied  with  ammunition. 
1  enclose  herewith  the  du])licate  of  the  ch<arter  party. 
The  Connecticut  arrived  here  from  the  south  this  morning.  The 

engineer  reports  that  the  repairs  on  the  Oalena  will  be  completed 
to-day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Fiag-Offieerj  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Letter  from  Major-General  Wool,  TJ.  8.  Army,  to  FUtg-Officer  Golds- 
borough,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  information  from  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Wool. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe,  April  26,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosdd  herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  notejust 
received  from  Ideatenant-Oolonel  Helleday^  commanding  at  Fort  Wool^ 
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r  iiii'oruiiitinii,  alllioiigli  il.  in  probublu  Iliat  you  are  ivlruudy  uwfl 
e  movemoiita  ol*  the  rebels  referred  U*. John  K.  Wool, 

■Flag-Offlcer  L,  M.  Goldsborofgh, 
JJ.  S.  [8team\  Frigatf  MinaenDtii,  Jinmplon  Ji'oarln. 

Fort  Wool,  April  36,  lHf.2.^ 

Sm:  Everj'thing  qniet  at  Fort  Wool.  1  presume  it  ia  reported  to 
and  known  at  lieudquarters  tliat  the  rebels  are  busy  soiiDding  the 

ehautie]  opposito  and  this  side  of  Jewell's  Point,  and  that  floating  ligbts 
are  to  bw  seen  at  night  at  tlie  place  where  the  boat^s  worked  during  tbo 

Iig.   
 A  gunboat  njight  destroy  tho

se  buoys,  or  whatever  they  a
re,     ̂ ~ I  am,  colonel,  must  respectfully,  youra, 

G.  B,  Helleday,         ■ 

Lkutenani-Colonel,  Commanding  Fort  Wooti^ 
Colonel  W.  D.  WHlPl'LE, 

Assisfnnt  Adjutunt-flcnnitl, 

am 

f^nrl  of  Fla'j-Offm ri'l'ilii'c  to  Home  of  C Goliliihorough,  IT.  8.  Xavfi, ; 
reMch  of  his  commanil. 

U.  8.  Fi-AGSHIP  Minnesota, 
Eampton  Road*,  Virginia,  April  iT,  ]S63,^ 

Sin:  In  consequence  of  discharging  the  crew,  formerly  of  the  Cut 

bti-liiiid,  ngreeiibly  to  your  order  of  the  25tli  iuatant,  I  shall  not  ha'tf^ 
men  enough  left  for  the  Braziliera.    Can  40  men  be  sent  here  tor  tba| 
hip*    Tlio  M/innt  Vernon,  jnst  arrived  from  off  Wilmington,  will  aiBi 
live  to  be  provided  with  a  new  crew  forthwith,  and  it  will  take  som 

'  men  for  the  purpose.     In  all,  therefore,  100  men  are  now  requin 

'he  frigate  8t.  Laicrence  arrived  here  to-day.    The  machinery  of  tl^ lend  bus  bceu  repaired. 
Agreeably  to  your  instructions  of  the  2.5th  instant,  I  ha' 

ordered  the  I'atroon  in  Port  Uoyal.     I  have  also  sent  the  Chocura^ 
York  Itiver;  the  I'enobiicot  is  to  return  here  from  that  place. 

1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  commuuicatii 
the  E>epartment  conceruiug  James  Uorlace,  killed  on  the  12l 10, 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GULDSROROUOH, 

Fla;i-Offici>r,  Comdfi.  Xnrth  Atlanlie  lilocknding  Hquadrmt, 
11.  (iiubon  Welles, 
Seori'tttri/  tif  the  Xavy,  Washinglon,  U.  C. 

ptrrt  of  Commander  OlinHon,  I'.  S.  Kitvfi,  retinrding  the  Iniideiiuotn  fort tm  thi:  lilovUitde  off  WUiainijton,  \.  C. 

U,  S.  8.  MotTNT  Vkbnon, 
Ilamptmt  Roads,  Virginia,  April  27,  1S03.  ] 

BiB:  I  h.ive  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  V.  8.  S,  Mount  Vern 

'   I  Wilmiugtou,  N.  C    1  have  also  to  i-eport  that  the  Jameato 
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will  have  to  return  for  supplies  on  the  1st  May.  The  MontweUo  can 
remain  until  the  15th  and  the  Victoria  until  the  20th  May.  After  the 
Jamestown  leaves  there  will  be  only  two  vessels  off  Wilmington,  one 
off  each  entrance,  which  force  is  totally  inadequate  to  maintain  an  effi- 

cient blockade. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander^  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  [North]  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Ord^  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Lelar,  U.  8,  Navy^  commanding  U.  S,  IS.  Patroon,  to  proceed  to  duty  in 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  27, 1862, 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag 'Officer, 
Acting  Master  Commanding  Hobert  G..Lelar, 

U,  S.  S,  Patroon,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 

Order  from  Commander  Rowan,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Murray,  U,  S. 
Navy,  to  dispatch  the  U,  8.  S,  Morse  to  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C, 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  April  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  arrival  of  the  Underwriter  you  will  dispatch  the  Morse 
with  orders  to  report  to  the  senior  officer  off  Elizabeth  City. 

Direct  the  Morse  to  coal  before  leaving  and  not  to  run  on  snags  in 
passing  through  Croatan  Sound.  Direct  Captain  Hays  to  arrange  his 
movements  so  that  he  Avill  make  good  anchorage  at  night  and  avoid 
grounding  anywhere. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  C.  Bowan, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Murray, 
Commanding  U.  8.  S,  Louisiana, 

Letter  from  Lieutena/nt  Badger,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Wise,  U,  8, 
Navy,  advising  the  use  of  ̂̂   liquid  fire^  to  repel  boarders  on  the  U,  8.  8, Monitor, 

U.  S.  S.  Anaoostia, 
Rappahannock  River,  April  27, 1862, 

Dear  Sir:  It  has  occurred  to  me,  from  the  movements  of  the  u^[er' 
rimack  on  her  last  visit  to  Hampton  Koads,  and  from  other  reasons,  that 
the  enemy  has  some  plan  to  draw  the  Monitor  out  from  under  the  guns 
of  the  fortress,  in  oraer  to  capture  her  by  boarding  and  towing  her  up 
Elizabeth  Biver  by  her  (the  MerrimacVs)  superior  power  or  momentum. 
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Sii]>pose  half  a  dozen  men  were  to  spring  on  the  Monitor^a  decks  pro- 
vided with  grapiielH  and  (Hiains,  and  make  them  fast,  just  after  her  two 

guns  had  been  fired ;  undoubtedly  she  could  be  towed  off  and  they  could 
not  help  themselves. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  them  to  provide  a  few 
meu  with  armor  to  perform  this  duty,  and  with  comparative  safety, 
since  only  musketry  could  be  used  against  them. 

In  such  an  event  it  strikes  me  that  the  "liquid  lire,"  Avith  which  you 
Avitnessed  an  experiment  four  or  five  months  ago  at  the  navy  yard, 
Wasliington,  would  be  a  good  thing  to  drive  them  off  Avith.  The  pii>e 
of  a  hose  tlirown  out  of  the  sumli  holes  in  the  '*  dome,"  or  out  of  tlio 
pilot  house,  Avould,  I  think,  clear  the  decks  sooner  than  the  lieaviest 
discharge  of  musketry  that  could  possibly  be  brought  to  bear. 

Jf  you  think  well  of  this  idea,  pray  call  Fox's  attention  to  it.  He 
was  present  and  witnessed  the  effect  of  the  "  liquid  fire  "  on  the  occasion referred  to. 

Very  truly,  yours,  O.  C  Badger. 
Lieutenant  II.  A.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Ordnance  Jiureau^  Navy  DeparimenU  Washington, 

Letter  from  Major-Gcneral  Wool,  U,  S.  Army^  to  Fhuj- Officer  (ioUhhor- 
ou(fh,  U.  8.  Navy,  givimj  intelligence  regarding  the  G.  IS.  S.  Virginia 
{Merrimack), 

Headquarters  Department  of  ViRtnNiA, 
Fort  Monroe^  Virginia,  April  ̂ 7^  lSfii\ 

Deak  Sir:  1  send  a  man  (contraband)  Avho,  with  several  others,  has 
just  jiri'ive<l  from  Portsmouth  [Norfolk]  navy  yard. 

Ho  is  intelligent  and  can  give  you  some  information  as  to  the  talk  of 
the  Mcrrimack'-s  intention  to  come  out  to-morrow. 

He  also  brings  intelligence  of  our  navy  having  arrived  at  New  Orleans, 

as  reported  in  the  yesterday's  Richmond  paper,  etc. 
By  direction  of  Major-Cieneral  Wool: 

T.  J.  (^RAM, 
Colonelj  A iddrCam]). 

Klag-Otlicer  L.  M.  (ioldsborouou. 

Report  ({/'Flag-Officer  Goldsboroughj  T.  8.  Navy,  regarding  themovnncnta 
of  vessels, 

U,  S.  Fla(jship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  lioads,  Virginia,  April  :Js,  7«S6"^\ 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  CawftriV/f/t' returned  to  her  bh)ckading  station  off 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  yesterday  atternoon.  Last  night  the  U.  S.  S. 
Vcnohsvot  arrived  here  from  York  River. 

< \)l)ies  of  the  general  [order]  from  the  Department,  forbidding  the 
communication  of  intelligence  concerning  naval  movements,  etc.,  have 
been  received  and  will  at  once  be  distributtMl,  with  directions  that  they 
are  to  be  read  publicly  on  the  quarter-deck  of  every  vessel  in  this 
squadron. 

I  am,  very  resi>e<'tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.    M.   (rOLDSnOROUGH, 

Flag-Offiver,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  ISqnadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weli.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  FUng-Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U,  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Glwson, 
U.  S,  Navy  J  to  proceed  with  the  U,  8.  8,  Mount  Vernon  to  Baltimore  for 
repairs, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  28 j  1862. 

Sir:  Yoa  will  proceed  to  Baltimore  witli  the  Mount  Vernon  under 
your  command  and  have  her  boiler  repaired  there  with  all  possible 
dispatch. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag 'Officer. 
Commander  O.  S.  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U,  8.  8.  Mount  Vernon^  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from    Commander   Missroon,    U.   8.    Navy,   to    Major- General 
McClellan,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  YorJe  River  defenses. 

U.  8.  8.  Wachusett, 
York  River,  April  28, 1862. 

General  :  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn 
his  long-range  rifles  from  Yorktown  and  has  placed  them  in  the  woods, 
to  operate  on  this  anchorage.  The  shells  for  the  two  lOOpounder  ves- 

sels are  nearly  exhausted,  and  I  am  just  now  advised  that  a  supply 
vessel  may  not  be  expected  under  three  days  and  to  husband  our  shells 
in  the  meantime. 

Should  the  enemy  place  rifles  behind  embankments  900  yards  beyond 
the  margin  of  the  river  our  11-inch  guns  could  not  reach  them,  their 
range  for  accurate  firing  being  only  1,320  yards  and  short  of  3,000 
yards  at  extreme  elevation,  while  the  lOO-pounders,  mounted  on 
extremely  vulnerable  vessels,  with  their  machinery  exposed  and  with 
crews  as  yet  uupracticed,  and  short  of  shell,  though  with  abundance  of 
shot,  could  do  little  toward  displacing  the  enemy. 
As  the  first  duty  of  importance  for  the  vessels  will  be  to  cover  the 

landing  of  General  Franklin's  division,  they  must  be  kept  intax^t  and 
ready  for  it.  I  therefore  think  it  proper  to  take  a  position  somewhat 
farther  outside  my  present  anchorage  till  I  get  a  supply  of  ammunition, 
or  till  General  Franklin  be  ready  to  move,  but  in  the  meantime  shall 
keep  a  steamer  in  position  to  protect  tlte  pontoons  I  see  near  Sand  Box, 
and  shall  also  throw  a  few  IL-inch  shells  into  Yorktown  or  Gloucester, 
when  practicable,  at  night. 

I  should  think  that  the  pontoons  at  Sand  Box  indicate  to  the  enemy 
the  intention  to  land  at  Gloucester. 

Very  respectfully, 
J.   S.  MiSSROON, 

Commander, 
Major-General  George  B.  McOlellan, 

Comdg,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Headquarters  near  Yorktown,  Va, 

Order  of  Commander  Rowan,  U,  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Quackenbush, 
U,  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Delaware,  to  proceed  on  an  expedi- 

tion up  Albemarle  Sound, 
U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 

Off  Elizabeth  City,  April  29, 1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  up  the  Albemarle  Sound  with  the  Delaware  under  your 

command,  accompanied  by  the  Ceres  and  Whitehead.  You  will  visit 
Hertford,  show  your  force  off  Edenton,  and  visit  PlymoutVi, 
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I^Stionlil  tliere  be  any  vessels  ol  tUe  stocks  you  will  destroy  thei 
]r  suflicieul  size  to  be  used  by  tUe  rebels. 

'  It  is  reporUsti  that  a  small  steftiner  is  liauled  u\>  and  concealed  in 
PerqiiimaiiaEiver,  near  Blanfliard's  Bridge;  if  you  lind  you  cau,  with- 

out too  mncli  risk,  cut  lier  out,  do  so.    Keport  says  there  is  Mjiue 
militia  stationed  ut  the  bridge. 

Uee  good  dist^retioii.    Say  to  thp  people  of  the  towns  you  viait  ttli 

theiv  safety  depends  on  their  neutrality  and  good  eonduct,     l*ronj 
nothing  in  the  way  of  proteetion  to  any  of  these  jjeople  residing 
eliore.    
Communicate  with  Plymouth  and  Hertford  in  person,  and  keep  yonr 

people  in  hand,  that  they  ueither  scatter  nor  do  violence  to  private 
property.  Public  property  will  be  seizetl  and  destroyed,  and  such 

vessels  aa  you  may  lind  will  be  captured.  Don't  remain  over  night  ia 
the  river  within  mnaket  range. 

As  soon  aa  yon  have  completed  your  visit  to  Plymouth,  you  will  direct 
tlie  Cerei  and  Whitrhead  t«  return  here  and  you  will  i)roceed  to  New 
Berne,  communicating  with  the  cummander  of  the  ('raniti;  now 
tioued  at  Ocracoke  Inlet,  on  the  way. 

vtae 

fOJU  I cate luch 

Very  reapectfully, 

Lieuleuant  Commanding  I 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  «(<d 

.  P.  (JUACKENBUSH, 
Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Delaware. 

,  ̂yrt  of  Flag-^wer  GoXdnborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 
'meata  of  the  U.  8.  steamers  Dawn.,  New  Berne,  and  Massachuaett9.M 

^^H    Lieu(< 

^^^K  meali
 

^^^1  TJ.  3,  Fla(i.siiii>  Minnesota, 
^^^B  Hampton  Kondg,  Vinjinia,  April  29, 18G£i 
^^™   8lE:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  U.  8.  9.  J>aifii,  from  K« 

York,  en  route  for  Port  Royal,  put  into  this  plnce  this  moruing  t 
repairs  to  her  engines.     1  have  this  morning  sent  the  C  8. 8.  .Yeir  Iter 
to  Baltimore,  owing  to  the  condition  of  her  boilers,  which,  npou  ( 
iiil  examination,  directed  by  me,  have  been  found  very  defectivu,! 
conse'iuence  of  age  and  long  continned  use,  and   require  exteiiu 
repairs.    The  U.  S.  supply  steamer  Massackmetls  arrived  here  to-d 

^^^  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

^^^L  |j.  M.  GoLiisnoBo0on, 

^^^H  Flnff-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockadiiig  Squadron.M 

^^^VHou.  (llUKON  Wkllkb, 
^^^V  Secretary  of  the  Naey,  WaKhingt4}ii,  D.  C. 

rport  of  Coitimandir  MiHsroon,  U.  S.  J^arg,  regarding  the  shelling  ofU 
York  Rieer  batteries  by  the  veasrh  under  his  cotumand. 

U.  8.  S.  WachusetT, 
York  River,  April  30,  3803.^ 

8iK:  I  have  the  honor  to  rei>ort  to  you  that  at  the  retpient  of  Geuei 
McClellau  "to  annoy  the  enemy  by  firing  a  few  shelU  by  day  and  nightj 
these  vessels  have  been  engaged  in  that  duty  almost  daily,  wl 
mitted  by  circumstances  to  ilo  so,  and  by  the  limit  prescribed  by  thi 
Btore  of  ammunttiou,  especially  since  the  13th  iustant. 
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On  the  14th  iostaut  all  the  vessels  shelled  very  effectively  the  woods 
on  Gloucester,  where  the  enemy  were  erecting  a  battery  abreast  the 
anchorage,  and  soon  drove  them  away;  we  have  since  learned  that  the 
six  companies  engaged  there  were  that  night  withdrawn  to  Yorktown 
and  the  intended  work  abandoned. 

On  the  15th  the  Anacostia  and  SebagOj  each  mounting  a  rifled  cannon 
of  long  range,  arrived  at  this  anchorage  and  were  immediately  brought 
into  requisition.  They  both  shelled  very  effectively  the  attempted 
extension  of  the  main  works  on  Gloucester  and  caused  the  enemy  to 
desist  from  their  work,  killing  an  officer  in  charge,  his  horse,  and  2  men, 
as  we  have  since  learned.  The  shelling  on  that  point  was  renewed 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  16tli.  On  the  same  day  the  Sebago  threw 
her  shells  into  Yorktown,  narrowly  escaping  the  well-directed  shots 
from  the  enemy's  heaviest  rifled  cannon;  she  resumed  the  firing  at 
midnight. 

On  the  17th  she  again  threw  her  shell  at  Yorktown  and  Gloucester. 
On  the  20th  the  ikbago  threw  her  rifle  shell  with  precision  upon  the 

Gloucester  works. 
On  the  21st  she  again  shelled  the  enemy.  On  the  24th,  the  enemy 

being  at  work  again  upon  an  extension  of  his  works  on  Gloucester,  the 
Sebago^s  rifled  gun  did  good  execution,  completely  driving  them  away from  it. 
On  the  25th  the  Maratanza  commenced  on  Gloucester  and  Yorktown, 

throwing  her  rifle  shell  into  the  rebel  camj)  and  water  battery  with  fine 

efi'ect,  causing  great  commotion,  and  it  iB  believed,  from  the  activity  of the  ambulance  and  its  subsequent  direction  to  the  hospital,  to  have 
caused  the  enemy  some  casualties. 

On  the  26th  she  again  operated  on  two  occasions  during  the  day, 
successfully  lodging  her  shell  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  magazine 
in  the  water  battery  in  Yorktown  and  enemy's  camp. 

The  Sebago  cdso  threw  her  shell  into  Yorktown  with  accuracy  on  the 
same  day. 

On  the  27tb  the  Sebago  and  the  Maratanza  both  operated  effectually 
on  the  Yorktown  works,  bursting  their  shells  on  the  ramparts,  camps, 
and  in  the  water  battery.  At  midnight  the  Maratanza  again  annoyed 
the  enemy  by  her  shells. 

On  the  29th  the  Maratanza  drove  off  by  her  shells  a  working  party 
of  the  enemy  from  the  fortifications  on  Gloucester,  and  on  the  same 
day  she  and  the  Sebago  were  ordered  to  shell  a  steamer  plying  between 
Yorktown  and  Gloucester.  The  fire  of  the  former  is  believed  to  have 
struck  the  steamer,  when  she  ran  up  York  River.  The  Sebago  then 
threw  several  shell,  which  exploded  in  the  midst  of  the  camp  at  York- 
town,  evidently  doing  much  damage. 

The  services  of  both  these  vessels  are  now  suspended  by  the  want  of 
shells,  the  one  having  twenty  and  the  other  but  sixteen  on  hand.  On 
the  5th  of  April,  at  the  request  of  General  McClellau  to  ̂^  get  some  shells 
into  Yorktown,"  the  Wachusett^  Marblehead^  and  Penobscot  were  run 
within  long  range  of  the  nearest  works  of  the  enemy  on  the  following 
day,  with  a  view  first  to  ascertain  the  locality  of  a  masked  battery  said 
to  contain  X-inch  columbiad  cannon.  These  vessels  discharged  several 
shell,  which,  on  taking  effect,  the  fire  was  replied  to  by  several  shots 
from  a  rifle  cannon  of  long  range,  when  the  vessels  withdrew  under 
the  impression  that  the  position  of  the  supposed  battery  had  been 
unmasked.  This,  it  would  now  seem,  was  not  the  masked  work  we 
looked  for. 

N  w  »— VOL  7   19 
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Since  then  the  Mnrblelteud  mid  Penohscot  have  reinlereii  good  service 
in  dlsdiargiug  Xl-incU  8hell  iuto  Yorktowii  and  Gloucester  on  all 
iible  oGcaaious  under  cover  of  iii^ht,  and  vitb  impmiity,Ho  far,  to  tin 

Helves.    On  tbe  Di^bt  of  the  '2Ath  iDstaut  the  fiie  of  the  eiiemy  pi 
over  the  Jtarblehend  without  inflictiug  injury. 

The  namber  of  ahelln  ex[)eniled  iii  each  of  these  operationn  has 
bf  necessity  carefully  limited  by  our  stock  on  hand.  It  han 
beoome  ro  much  reduced  that  I  am  admonished  to  desint  in  a  ̂ <^at 
degree  from  the  farther  expenditure  of  the  lUO-pounderf  rifle)  shell  till 
»  I'l-esh  snpply  be  i-eccived  and  now  expected  within  two  days.  In  the 
nieanlime  we  can  only  use  the  gunboals  with  Xl-iuch  gunn  undercover 
of  night.  Solid  shot  would  be  a  useless  waste,  as  they  do  uot  effect  tbe 
object  in  view. 

Ab  1  shall  this  day  relinquish  thift  vessel  to  mysaccessor,!  would  beg 
to  say  that  she  is  not  well  suited  to  service  in  this  narrow  river.     Her 
great  length  preveuta  her  movement  with  that  facility  which  would 

tend  to  her  benefit  when  under  the  enemy's  tire,  and  she  is  so  extremely 
ei-nnk  that  her  heavy  cannon  when  "run  out"  to  batteiy  careens  her 
much  as  |to]  render  useless  the  sights  of  her  guns,  as  well  as  to  iinj 
their  extj-e me  ranges.    A  small  gunboat  with  a  l(H>-ix>nnder  rilii 
would  be  infinitely  more  serviceable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  8.  M1S3B00N, 

Cftmmtinder. 

I  n^-Officer  L.  M.  OOLDSBOBOuRn. 

Comdff.  y^orth  Atlantic  Jitockadhifj  Squadron,  Hamplun  RuMis^. 

I  BOlt- 

tliej^^^ 

oiild 

nely 

1 
Iditionat  reitort  o/  CommiiTider  Wnitroon,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  tkr- 

duty  performed  by  the  vesxeU  under  his  command', 
U.  8.  9.  WicnrsETT, 

York  Birer,  Virginia,  April  30,  18H3. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  this  evening 
trausferi'ed  the  comnmnd  with  which  I  was  intrnHted  to  rommaDder 
William  Smith,  with  my  instuictions  from  yon  in  regard  to  the  dnty  nt 
this  place,  and  that  I  shall  profeed  at  daylight  to  Boston  in  obedience 

to  the  orders  of  the  Dojiartjnent  of  '12A  instant,  transmitted  through 

you. 1  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  you,  sir,  to-day,  a  detaile<l  state- 
ment of  the  ilnty  performed  by  the  vessels  at  the  request  of  General 

McClellitn,  with  the  object  of  annoying  tlic  enemy,  and  I  omitted  to 
state  therein  that  during  the  whole  lime  various  seriices  were  also 
rendered  at  his  request  in  landing  cannon  and  niortursat  Ship  Point 
and  at  Wormley's  Creek,  and  that  tlie  Curriturk  was  for  several  weeks 
stiilioned  at  Ship  Point,  until  released  by  the  verbal  consent  of  Gen- 

eral McClellan. 

It  was  understood  that  the  vessels  sbould  protect  the  landing  of 
General  Franklin's  division  at  the  beach  opposite  Sand  Box,  and  with 
that  view  Oenerul  McClellnn  and  stafl',  and  also  General  Franklin, have  made  inspections  from  the  deck  of  the  Waehu«ett,  but  no  definite 
arningement  had  been  enterwl  into  with  me  a«  to  the  exart  position, 
nor  as  to  tlie  particular  manner  in  which  that  Important  servii*  Wft9  to 
be  jierformed,  nor  as  to  the  IJme. 
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I  have  several  times  urged  the  necessity  upon  General  Franklin  for 
a  defined  arrangement,  without  obtaining  it.  In  our  last  interview  on 
the  19th  instant  he  promised  to  visit  the  Wachuseit  on  the  following 
day  (20th)  at  noon,  and  to  be  accompanied  by  his  staff,  including  Colo- 

nel [B.  8.]  Alexander,  of  Engineers.  The  weather  was  unpleasant  on 
the  20th,  and  I  have  neither  heavd  from  nor  seen  General  Franklin 
since.  In  view  of  the  great  importance  of  a  clear  understanding  on 
that  subject,  1  have  represented  to  my  successor  its  necessity. 

I  feel  it  to  be  of  importance  that  this  statement  be  laid  before  you  at 
this  time,  in  order  to  record  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.   S.  MiSSROON, 

Commander, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad  ran  j  Hampton  Roads, 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan j  XT.  S,  Navy^  regarding  the  retention  of 
a  naval  force  off  liJlizaheth   City    with  a  view    to    restricting  the 
movements  of  new  ironclads  under  construction  for  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 

Off"  Elizabeth  City,  April  30j  1862. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  failure  to  destroy  the  locks  in  the  Dismal 

Swamp  Canal,  and  the  report  that  the  canal  is  being  deepened  for  the 
jmrpose  of  bringing  through  some  ironclad  vessels,  one  of  which  is  now 
completed,  another  nearly  so,  and  a  third  is  being  built  out  of  sight  in 

Deep  Creek,  I  deem  it  advisable  to  keep  all  the  force  I  can  oft'  Elizabeth. To  enable  me  to  do  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  detain  the  Underwriter 
as  a  guard  ship  to  the  army  at  New  Berne.  1  shall  therefore  send  her 
down  and  anchor  her  in  the  position  now  occupied  by  the  Hunchback 
and  order  that  vessel  here. 
When  I  return  I  shall  have  here  the  Perry ,  Lieutenant  Commanding 

Flusser  ;  the  Barney,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Chaplin  ;  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  Lieutenant  Commanding  McCook  ;  the  Southfield,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Behm  :  the  Morse,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hays  ;  to  be 
joined  by  the  Hunchoa^ck. 

I  have  directed  Flusser  to  hold  his  force  in  a  threatening  positioi), 
with  his  own  ship  or  the  Barney  around  the  bend,  and  two  of  the  tugs 
to  keep  watch  up  in  the  swamps  at  night,  and  in  the  day  to  keep  a  shar]) 
eye  on  the  lirm  ground,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  erecting  batteries. 
The  remainder  of  the  force  is  drawn  up  in  line  in  the  Pasquotank,  in 
front  of  the  city,  with  beautiful  shooting  ground  across  the  neck  of  land 
which  forms  the  bend. 

By  reference  to  the  sketch  you  will  see  the  position  of  the  ships. 
In  case  any  ironclad  vessels  come  through  either  canal  I  shall  change 

my  tactics  and  draw  them  into  the  sound,  where  I  shall  have  room  to 
uianeuver. 

Very  respectfully, 
S.  C.  KOWAN, 

Commanding  Naval  Foreen,  etc, 

FlagOfficer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 



^ort  <if  Commander  Lockwooit,    U.   8.  Nary,  reijardinff  affairs  \ 
Beaufort,  K.  C. 

U.  8.  8.  Datliqht, 
Off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  April  30,  iSSi 

^     8nt  :  The  tT.  8.  gnnboat  Ckippewa  returued  here  last  evening  __, 
5'ort  Caswell,  N.  C,  where  I  hafl  sent  her  oii  the  27th  iiistaut,  at  v 
request  uf  Major- Geaeriil  Huruuide,  a  flag  of  truce,  to  laud  a  uuuiboi-  cit' paroled  prisoners  (;ai)tured  in  Fort  Mauou. 

Lieutenant  OoDimanding  Brysoii  reports  that  the  Nashrille  ran  the 
blockade  at  |Gape^  Fear  Kiver  on  the  24th  instant,  about  10  a.  lu.,  with 
a  large  and  valnable  cargo  of  arms  and  muuitiuus  of  war,  pat^aing  In 
through  the  northern  passage.  New  Inlet,  where  she  grounded,  and  thu 

rebels  with  several  tugboats  were  busily  working  until  the  night  of  f ' 25th  or  morning  of  the  26th,  when  they  succeeded  in  getting  her  i] 

port. The  Chippewa  returued  here  for  coal,  which  had  been  daily  ex] 
as  General  jtarnside  had  dispatche^l  a  schooner  load  for  the  use 
and  State  of  Oeitrijiu.  The  coal  vessel  arrived  this  morning  and  is  along- 

side the  Chippewa.  I  Nhall  dispatch  them  its  soon  as  they  Ciin  be  got 
ready  for  sea,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  to  i-e|)ort  to  the  senior  ofticer  off 
lOape]  Fear  Jiiver,  and  should  have  doue  m>  the  day  after  the  fall  of 
Fort  Macon,  which  occurred  the  day  after  the  NashvUlu  ran  the  block- 

ade, had  they  have  liail  coal  for  more  than  a  few  day». 
The  Chippewa  16  short  of  provisions,  and  1  shtill  try  to  make  up  a 

month's  supply  for  her  from  the  bark  Gevinliiil;  which  vessel  1  shall  bu 
obliged  to  send  to  the  roads,  as  she  leaks  aud  has  lust  her  false  keel  by 
getting  aground  on  crossing  the  bur  to  enter  the  harbor,  through  the 
ignorance  of  the  pilot.  1  send  herewith  Acting  Lieutenant  Comoiaud- 
ing  Cavendy's  report. 

This  would  be  a  good  place  of  deposit  for  coal,  provisious,  small 
etores,  and  lubricating  oil,  which  ia  in  constant  demand  by  the  eugi- 
neer'8  department  for  the  vessels  stationed  here  aud  blockadiug  off 
|tjape|  Fear  Itiver,  North  Carolina.  Should  it  meet  your  ajiprobatioii 
I  trost  you  will  order  a  supply  sent  here  suou,  aud  could  a  number  of 

10  and  I.'}  second  fuzed  shells  for  32^>ouudcts  be  lUso  sent  they  would 
be  very  desirable. 

Both  the  Chippewa  and  State  of  fJeorgia  are  in  want  of  oil  and  other 
stores  which  I  am  unable  to  furnisli,  oxcept  in  limited  f|uautitii.'S,  and 
by  so  doing  I  am  reducing  this  ship's  supplies  so  as  to  require  their being  replenished  at  the  earliest  moment.  The  valves  aud  chambers  uf 
the  auxiliary  pump  of  the  Chippema  are  worn  out,  and  she  requires  a 
new  one.  The  galley  of  the  State  of  Oeorijia  is  burned  or  worn  out. 
The  service,  however,  requires  that  they  should  report  for  duty,  as  yoa 
directed,  to  the  senior  oflicer  off  [Cai>e]  Fear  liiver,  and  he  must 
determine  on  the  necessity  of  their  going  to  the  roads  for  supplies. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Basil.  Lookwood, 

Commander  aud  Henivr  i}fficer. 

Flag-Ofticer  L.  M.  GoLDSBORoucn, 
Vomdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  lioadt. 

P  P.  8. — It  i»  reported  that  the  NiuhviUe  had  her  cargo  transferred  to 
r  tuna  auothet'  vessel  at  Nasnau,  Now  Providence. 

S,   Lot'KWOOD, Commaadert^ 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Gemsbok, 
Beaufort  Harbor ^  April  — ,  J862, 

Sib  :  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  damage  this 
ship  has  sustained  on  the  bar  while  getting  in  here. 

At  2 :  50  p.  m.  the  steamer  State  of  Georgia  took  us  in  tow.  She  had 
a  pilot  on  board,  and  while  crossing  the  bar  this  ship  (drawing  14  feet 
9  inches  water)  struck  the  bottom  and  the  towline  parted.  The  /State 
of  Georgia  could  not  turn  at  the  time,  as  the  channel  was  too  narrow, 
and  was  just  getting  clear  of  the  bottom  herself.  Immediately  got  a 
towline  rea<ly  for  the  Ohippeway  which  was  coming  up,  and  asked  the 
captain  to  take  me  in  deep  water,  but  he  said  <^  had  not  the  power." 
Immediately  found  the  depth  of  water,  and  got  out  the  launch  and 
brought  out  the  stream  anchor  and  cable  on  starboard  quarter,  the 
ship  thumping  heavily,  and  hard  bottom;  started  water  in  hold  and 
kept  the  pumps  going;  fired  signal  guns  and  hoisted  signal  of  distress 
at  fore  royal  masthead,  tide  still  rising.  Loosed  the  fore- topsail,  backed 
the  sail,  and  hove  on  stern  hawser,  ship  thumping  heavily  yet.  At 
4: 15  the  ship  got  afloat  and  stood  into  6  fathoms  water  and  came  to 
anchor.  At  5 :  30  p.  m.  Chippewa  came  alongside  with  a  pilot  on  board, 
and  told  me  if  I  could  get  the  ship  ready  before  dark  he  would  tow  me 
in,  and  came  for  that  purpose;  got  up  our  anchor  and  gave  her  a  tow- 
line  and  proceeded  on  in  tow  at  6:30  p.  m.,  and  at  7  p.  m.  ship  struck 
in  14  feet  water,  soft  bottom ;  parted  towline;  Chippeica  came  back  and 
gave  us  a  towline  and  tried  to  get  us  off,  but  failed,  tide  falling.  Let 
go  starboard  anchor  on  forefoot.  At  12  j).  m.  tide  rose,  got  out  anchor 
and  hawser  on  starboard  bow  and  hove  taut,  and  then  hove  up  star- 

board anchor.  The  ship  beginning  to  thump  heavily,  sent  boat  on 
board  the  Chippewa  and  asked  them  to  come  aud  heave  us  oif,  but  the 
pilot  then  said  he  could  not  do  it.  The  ship  swinging  to  the  eastward, 
made  head  sail,  hove  on  the  hawser,  and  got  off  by  degrees  in  3  fathoms 
of  water;  let  go  the  anchor.  At  daylight  the  Chippewa  came  and  towed 
us  in.  The  ship  now  leaks  8  inches  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the 
carpenter  reports  that  he  thinks  the  forefoot  is  off  the  ship,  as  he  has 
examined  with  a  boat  hook  and  finds  the  copper  of  the  ship  torn  up.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  ship  to  go  into  the  dry  dock. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Edward  Cavendy, 

Acting  lAeutenant^  Commanding. 
Captain  Samuel  Lockwood, 

Senior  Officer^  Commanding  If.  S.  8.  Daylight 

Jjetterfrom  TAeutenant  Wise^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Badger ̂   U.  S. 
Navy  J  responding  to  his  suggestions  regarding  the  use  of  "  liquid  fireJ^ 

Bureau  of  Oednancb,  Navy  Department, 
Washington  City^  April  30j  1862. 

Dear  Sib  :  Your  letter*  of  the  27th  came  to  me  this  a.  ni. 
With  reference  to  .the  Monitor ^  the  moment  I  jumped  on  board  of  her 

after  the  fight  I  saw  that  a  steam  tug  with  twenty  men  conld  have 
taken  the  upper  part  of  her  in  as  many  seconds,  and  perhaps  the  inside, 
too,  by  dropping  two  or  three  12-pounder  shrapnel  down  her  little  steam 

•  Seo  p.  285. 
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t  nil  pv«nta  by  clioki :  til©  t 
inui  e could  tbat  H i  turret. 

e  daucttd  round 

]>errectly  safe  Ironi  Larni. 
liut,  indeed,  tbe  vessel  was  not  iuteoded  to  be  left  alone,  and  sbonid 

-   never  be  run  into  if  it  could  be  avoided;  and  then,  while  in  buttle, 
with  nimble  gunboats  as  consoits,  Ler  decks  could  be  kejjt  cleai'  ei 
were  au  attempt  made  to  capture  her  by  boarding. 

Now,  however,  I  hear  that  hot  water  pipes  are  arranged  so  aa| 
sciild  the  assailants  when  they  may  dare  to  set  foot  on  her,    

With  respect  t«  that  ■'  liquid  tire"  stufl',  which  is  petroleum,  Daphtha, and  benzine,  it  might  do  very  well  on  au  emergency,  in  all  Siive  the  risk 
of  the  Ore  running  down  the  gratings  of  the  Monitor  ov  the  crevices 
about  the  turret  and  setting  her  going  below.  Moreover,  we  have  sent 

to  all  the  big  gnus  in  the  roads  shells  tilled  with  Blrney's  prex>ar;Ltton, 
nearly  the  same  elemeuts  as  the  ̂ 'liquid  tire."  which  will  pu/./.le  the 
devil  himself,  even  in  his  own  domiuious,  to  put  out,  should  one  urack 
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h'ler  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flay-offi/:erg  commnnding  blocki 
ttguadrowi,  rcijurding  (A«  enlistment  of  contraliandx  for  the  naval  gern' 

Navy  Dbpaetment,  April  30, 18C3. 
Sib  :  The  approach  of  the  hot  aEul  sickly  season  upon  the  Southern 

coast  of  the  United  States  renders  it  inqierative  tbat  every  precaution 
sbouldbeusedby  the  ofhcers  commanding  vessels  to  continue  the  excel- 
But  sanitary  raiiditiou  of  their  crews.  The  large  number  of  liersons 
pnnwii  as  contrabands  docking  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States 

IHg  aS'onls  au  opi>ortunity  to  provide  in  every  depjirtment  of  a  ship, 
iftpeciiilly  for  bouts'  crewis,  acclimated  labor.  The  Hag-otticers  are 
ci|uirtid  to  obtain  the  services  of  these  persons  for  the  country  by 
crdistiug  them  freely  in  the  Navy,  with  their  consent,  rating  them  ait 
boys,  at  #8,  *{»,  ortIO  per  month  an  done  ration.  Let  a  monthly  reluro 
Iw  made  of  tbe  number  of  this  class  of  persous  employed  ou  each 
^I  under  your  command. 

1  am,  reBpectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, UlDBON  Welj 
FlagOfticer  L.  M.  GOLOsitoKouaH. 
Flag-Ofticer  S.  F.  Mv  Pont. 
Flag  Officer  I>.  G.  PiRKAOUT. 
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fport  of  Cnnimander  GUhkoii,  T'.  S,  Knri/,  cnmrnanHing  V.  S.  .S,  Mo\ Vernon,  of  urriral  at  JSattimore,  Md. 

XJ.  S.  8.  MoiTfT  Vernon, 
Satthnore,  M<t.,  April  30, 186^ 

f  Sib:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  tJ.  8.  8.  Mount  Vernon  j 

'  I  port  this  morning.    On  my  arrival  the  circular  from  the  l>epi 
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nient,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  was  placed  in  my  hands,  the  order 
stating  that  the  list  was  to  be  forwarded  without  delay.  I  considered 
it  to  be  necessary  for  me  to  forward  it  direct  to  the  Department  witb- 
out  sending  in  [it]  via  Hampton  Eoads. 

The  Government  engineer  here  informs  rao  that  tbo  boiler  of  this 
vessel  will  have  to  come  out.  The  work  will  be  pushed  forward  as  rap- 

idly as  possible. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commander,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  [North]  Atlantic  Blockading  Squudro^n. 

Brport  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborottghj  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  departure  of  the 
U,  S,  S.  Cambridge  to  Baltim^ore  for  repairs, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  30, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  Cambridge  returned  here  this  morning  from  on  her  way  to 
Wilmington,  fN.  C],  on  account  of  a  leak  in  the  check-valve  casing, 
the  seat  of  which  having  worked  from  the  casing  into  the  feed  pipe, 
disabling  feed  pumps.  The  casing  of  the  valve  is  found  to  be  very 
n)U(*h  worn  and  has  a  hole  in  it  an  inch  in  diameter.  I  have  sent  her 
to  Baltimore  to  have  the  repairs  effected,  with  orders  to  proceed  from 
there  direct  to  Wilmington  the  moment  they  are  done.  In  a  week  at 
farthest  she  ought  to  be  off. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  Pilot  Phillips,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Zouave,  regarding  the 
condition  of  that  vessel. 

XJ.  8.  Gunboat  Zouave, 
Baltimore,  April  30, 1862. 

Sir:  I  left  Baltimore  for  Hampton  Roads  yesterday  at  2  p.  m.,  and 

came  to  at  Patuxent  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  on  account  of  a  thick  fog.  When 
I  started  to  get  anderway  this  morning  the  engineer  informed  me 
that  the  socket  bolts  that  were  put  in  in  Baltimore  had  given  out,  and 
that  he  could  not  keep  the  boiler  in  water,  it  was  leaking  so  badly,  so 
determined  on  returning  to  Baltimore  to  have  the  necessary  repairs 
fixed.  When  done  I  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads  with  dispatch. 
Hoping  my  return  will  meet  with  your  approbation, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  A.  Phillips, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Zouave. 
Commodore  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
[First  endorsemeDt.] 

Received  May  1.    I  beg  to  refer  this  communication  to  the  Depart- 
ment, in  order  that  it  may  be  satisfied  of  the  faithless  way  iu  whiih  th^ 
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repairs  of  oar  engines,  etc.,  are  supervised  by  the  assistant  engineer 
stationed  at  Baltimore  to  guard  the  Government's  interests.  For  sach 
shameful  neglect  there  certainly  can  be  no  excuse.  The  very  work  be 
liad  done  to  the  Zouuve,  after  keeping  her  in  Baltimore  five  times  as 
long  as  she  ought  to  have  been  detained,  gives  way  in  a  few  hours  after 
leaving  there,  and  requires  the  return  of  that  tug  again  to  Baltimore  to 
have  the  same  done  over  again. 

Eespectfully, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH. 

[Second  endorsemont.] 

The  Zouave  was  ready  three  weeks  ago,  and  might  then  have  returned 
to  Fortress  Monroe  but  for  tlie  unwillingness  of  her  engineer,  who  made 
all  kinds  of  frivolous  objections  and  excuses,  and  who  was,  it  appears 
by  his  remarks  to  others,  determined  not  to  go  till  the  battle  of  York- 
town  was  over.  The  superintending  engineer  had  done  everything  that 
was  required,  and  the  repairs,  in  his  opinion,  had  long  since  been  com- 

pleted. His  only  error  appears  to  consist  in  not  reporting  these  facts 
to  the  Department  sooner. 

From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  the  delay  has  been  caused  by 
the  determination  of  the  engineer  of  the  vessel  to  keep  out  of  an  expected 
battle. 

The  two  socket  bolts  referred  to  in  the  within  letter  were  not  part  of 
the  repairs  made  at  Baltimore,  but  were  the  original  work.  They  are 
very  small  affairs,  and  could  have  been  repaired  in  two  hours  with  the 
means  on  board,  and  there  was  no  reason  for  returning.  The  engineer 
of  the  vessel  is  either  grossly  incapable  or  cowardly. 

B.  F.  ISHERWOOD, 

Engineer  in  Chief. 
May  3, 1862. 

Captvre  of  the  British  brig  Intended. 

Report  of  Commander  Oreen,  11.  8.  Navy,  commanding  11.  8.  ship  Jamestown. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Jamestown, 
Off  Wilmington^  X.  C,  j}fay  1,  J 862. 

Sir  :  The  British  brig  Intended  was  fallen  in  with  this  morning  about 
20  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Federal  Point  light.  She  was  steering 
about  N.  by  E.  and  did  not  haul  on  a  wind  until  she  found  it  was  impos- 

sible to  get  ahead  of  this  ship.  Her  papers  are  In  several  respects 
incomplete.  I  have  therefore  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication, 
under  charge  of  Acting  Master  G.  H.  Avery,  with  Midshipman  G.  A. 
Crall  aiul  eight  men.  There  is  a  passenger  on  board  the  brig,  but  the 
ca])taiii  can  give  no  account  of  him,  and  has  no  passenger  list.  Her 

cargo  is  1,00()  bags  of  salt,  some  coft'ee,  medicines,  acids,  etc.  Her  bills of  lading  are  incomplete,  and  she  has  no  letter  of  instructions. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Green, 
Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads, 

The  Intended  is  on  the  list  of  vessels  ex[)ected  to  run  the  blockade. 
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Additioiuu  report  of  Comxnander  Green,  11.  8.  Kavy,  oommanding  11.  8.  ship  Jamestown. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Jamestown, 
Off  New  Inlet  J  North  Carolina^  May  2^  1S62. 

Sir  :  Tlie  former  report  of  the  capture  of  the  brig  Intended  being  brief 
and  incomplete  for  want  of  time,  the  following  is  presented  as  more 
fully  explaining  the  circumstances:  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant 
we  discovered  a  brig  standing  across  our  bows,  steering  about  north, 
with  all  sail  set,  the  wind  being  about  southeast.  This  course  would 
take  her  about  to  Stump  Inlet,  one  of  the  finest  on  this  part  of  the 
coast.  We  made  sail,  and  when  he  found  that  we  would  cut  him  off  he 
hauled  on  the  wind.  We  fired  a  gun,  and  after  seeing  that  we  still 
gained  ou  him  he  shortened  sail.  When  we  came  up  to  him  we  found 
his  name  to  be  the  Intended^  of  London,  which  being  on  our  list  made 
us  the  more  suspicious.  When  the  boarding  officer  got  on  board  and 
asked  to  see  his  papers,  he  first  said,  *,' Am  1  not  out  of  your  jurisdic- 

tion!" and  then  produced  some  papers,  after  secreting  some  in  his 
bosom,  and  said  that  was  all  he  had.  Among  them  was  only  part  of 
the  invoice,  and  he  did  not  produce  the  remainder,  but  said  he  had  no 
more,  so  that  either  he  kept  back  part  of  his  papers  or  he  was  not  pro- 

vided with  them  all.  He  had  no  letter  of  instructions  and  no  letter  to 
his  consignee,  and  he  declined  to  inform  us  what  the  articles  were 
which  were  not  ou  his  manifest.  He  had,  moreover,  a  passenger,  of 
whom  he  could  give  no  account  except  that  he  was  an  American, 
bound  from  Europe  to  Baltimore,  who  had  gone  to  Nassau  instead  of 
coming  direct  to  New  York.  This  led  me  to  suspect  that  he  might  be 
either  a  pilot  who  had  gone  out  for  the  puri)Ose  of  bringing  in  vessels, 
or  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  as  he  seemed  to  take  a  great  interest  in  it. 
The  boarding  officer  brought  the  master  on  board  this  ship,  where  all  his 
answers  were  contradictory  and  evasive.  He  said  he  had  liad  no  sights 
for  three  or  four  days,  and  tlie  boarding  officer  had  seen  his  sights  for 
that  day  worked  up  on  his  slate.  He  had  no  log  book.  As  soon  as  he 
came  on  board,  he  asked  if  there  were  other  vessels  blockading  here, 
and  while  here  he  asked  two  or  three  persons  the  same  question.  His 
cargo  was  salt,  coffee,  tea,  castor  oil,  and  other  oils,  medicines,  acids, 
etc.  These  were  on  his  manifest.  What  he  had  besides  I  am  not 

aware.  He  said  his  longitude  was  77^  03'  or  05',  and  the  boarding 
officer  had  seen  it  worked  up  on  his  slate  77°  29'.  When  asked  if  he 
was  steering  the  proper  course  for  Baltimore,  he  replied  that  he  was, 
and  on  being  asked  where  he  was,  said  he  did  not  know;  he  had  been 
knocking  about  here  for  two  or  three  days,  and  yet  he  said  he  had  not 
got  a  cast  of  the  lead,  though  he  was  in  15  fathoms  of  water.  This 
''American"  passenger,  after  the  prize  crew  were  put  on  board,  drew 
u)>  a  protest  and  got  the  captain  to  sign  it  and  sent  it  on  board.  It 
is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
CHAS.   (iREEN, 

Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hingtouj  I).  C. 

[Enrlomire.] 

At  Sea,  on  board  British  brig  Intended,  of  London, 
Thirty  miles  from  land.  May  7,  lS/]2. 

I  do  hereby  protest  agaitist  my  forcible  removement  from  on  board 
my  vessel  as  above  named  by  nn  jirined  crew  and  oilicers  from  the  U.  S. 
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lamcMtowii,  Oaptiiiii  tfreeii,  ou  a  le.gritiiuaU'  \'oyiige  fn»rii  X»8r 
few  Provitleuce,  to  the  city  of  Italtimore.  U.  S.  A.,  iiiid  1  further  prt 

text,  agaiitst  tlie  removal  of  my  iTev,  all  British  subjects,  aiitl  t'ttrtber (lecliire  I  am  unw  aud  started  on  a  voyage  as  above  meutioued,  and  I 
lit)  solemnly  proteut  against  such  treatuient. 

James  Geikfiths,  m 

from  Commander  EoKon,  U.  S.  Jfory,  to  Floii-Oi^eer  fiold)ili{irou\ 
' '  H.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  sounds  of  !forth  Carolina, 

U.  8.  S.  Phu-adelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  May  1, 1863.^ 

BlB:  I  left  the  forces  off  EliztUietb  (3ity  in  conimandof  Fluaser  in  t, 
irry;  Barney,  Chaplin;  South  field,  Kehm;  Stars  and  Stripes,  Mcijoi 

Jemporarily  till  I  meet  Franklin),  with  the  Sliawalieen,  Putnam,  ai 
ijockwood. 

I  dispatched  Lientenant  Comniandiu);  Qtiackeubush  up  Albemarle 

IBonud
  with  the  Ceres  and  Whitehea

d,    I  enclose  a  copy  of  his
  ordersj* 

nich  will  explain  the  object  of  his  servic
e.  '" 

frl  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
■  S.  (J.  BowAU, 
I  Commanding  U.  S.  Xnval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  CaroUnOt  1 

KFlag-Ofaoer  L.  M.  UoLDi^BOROtiaB, 
WT      Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrrm,  Uamfiton  Ruoiis. 

r [    8lR 

tttrr  from  Major-Oeneral   Wool,   U.  S,  Armp,  to  Flag-Officer   6ol4 
borough,  U.  &  Navy,  regarding  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  {Merrimack), 

nBAUQUAKTERS  DEPAETMENT  OF  VIRGINIA, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  I,  JStfAl 

'  8iE:  I  have  just  received  the  following  report  from  five  contraband! 
who  have  arrived  from  Portsmouth,  [Va.]: 

Fort  Macon  was  taken  on  Friday  last;  18  rebels  were  killeil  and  2 
wounded.  Cieueral  Beaure^^ard  has  evacuated  Corinth  and  fallen  bat 
on  Memphis.  Itisrejrarted  that  Commodorti  Tattnall  aud  tbeprincipi 
officers  of  the  Merrimack  have  resigned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  K.  Wool. 

Major-Oeneral.  1 
^Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboeodoh, 

Hampton  Roads. 

S. — The  Merrimack  lies  off  the  marine  hos))ital  at  Graney  IslaDcl 
t  to  the  buoy.  She  now  mounts  twelve  gaun.  There  are  no  otliQf 
lamerH  there. 

John  E.  Wool, 
Major-Oeneral.  | 

[EddDnfrmeDt-I 

1  On  learning  jtositively  that  Fort  Macon  is  in  our  possession,  I  sh^ 
VOUce  send  an  ample  supply  of  coals  and  provisions  to  Beaufort  f 
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our  vessels  blockading  oif  Wilmingtou.  In  anticipation  of  that  fort 
falling  into  our  hands,  I  gave  directions  long  i^ince  for  all  the  vessels 
oflf  Beaufort  that  could  possibly  be  spared  to  go  immediately  off  Wil- 

mington when  the  event  occurred. 
Having  a  depot  of  supplies  at  Beaufort  will  greatly  fticilitate  the 

maintenance  of  the  blockade  of  Wilmington. 
Most  respectfully,  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 
May  1,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Wachu- 
settj  of  the  sltelling  of  Yorktown,  Fa.,  with  Birney  incendiary  shelh. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett,  York  River,  May  i,  1863. 
Sir:  On  board  the  schooner  which  came  here  yesterday  were  some 

Birney  incendiary  shells.  Mr.  Bimey  was  here  and  desirous  of  making 
some  experiments  before  going  to  Washington,  where  he  has  been  called 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  directed  Lieutenaiit  Commanding 
Nicholson,  of  the  Marblehead,  to  take  some  of  the  shells  and,  with  Mr. 
Birney  on  board,  go  in  and  throw  them  into  the  enemy's  works.  He  did 
so,  and  made  a  report  of  his  proceedings,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you 
herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Wachusett. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
[EncloAure.] 

F.  S.  S.  Mabbleheaj),  York  River,  May  J,  1862. 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  orders  I  proceeded  toward  Yorktown  last  night 

and  at  11 :  20  p.m.,  within  good  range,  opene<l  fire  upon  the  enemy's  works 
with  the  Bimey  incendiary  shell.  At  the  second  discharge  the  enemy 
returned  our  fire  from  a  heavy  rifle  gun.  He  fired  three  times,  one  of 
his  shell  exploding  within  20  yards  astern  of  this  vessel. 

I  continued  to  fire,  and  expended  seven  Birney  shell  and  three  rifle 
shell  from  the  Parrott  gun. 

Tlie  first  five  Birney  shell  landed  and  exploded  well,  and  the  flames 
were  distinctly  visible.  The  other  two  I  believe  fell  short  and  in  the 

water,  as  I  had  hauled  off  at  Mr.  Birney's  request,  he  thinking  we  were 
landing  the  shell  too  far  inland. 

It  had  been  raining  all  day,  and  we  had  drizzling  rain  and  thick 
weather  during  our  firing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  ̂ Nicholson, 

lAeuienant,  Com  manding. 
Commander  Wm.  Smith, 

U.  8.  8.  Wachusett,  York  River,  Virginia. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  oftlie  Navy  to  Flaff-Officer  Goldsborough^  U.  8. 
Na/vyj  regarding  tlie  U.  8.  frigates  Sabine  and  St.  Lawrence. 

Navy  Department,  May  1, 1S62. 
Sib:  In  consideration  of  the  two  frigates,  the  Sabine  and  St.  iMwrence^ 

being  an  incumbrance  to  you  at  llamptou  Uoad^,  W\\b  \>vi^*Ax\\\\^\\V\v"«^ 
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revoked  the  order  to  the  former  and  encloses  herewith  an  order  for  the 
latter  to  proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  for  duty  in  the  Eastern  Galf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldshorough. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Potomac, 
Near  Yorktoirn,  May  i,  1862. 

How  long  would  it  take  to  arrange  ten  sloops  or  schooners  as  mortar 

ketches  for  13-incli  mortars"?  i  have  ten  extra  ones  complete.  We  will 
soon  be  ready  to  open.  Are  getting  on  well.  Rebels  fire  a  great  deal 
and  do  but  little  harm. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  OeneraL 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding. 

Letter  from  Commander  Rowan  ̂   77.  S,  Navy^  to  Flag- Officer  Goldsborovghj 
U,  S,  Navy^  requenting  instructions  in  regard  to  sunken  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
OffKew  Berne^  N.  C,  May  J,  18G2. 

Sir:  a  number  of  vessels  captured  by  the  enemy  before  the  block- 
ade was  enforced  at  Hatteras  Inlet  and  brought  to  New  Berne  were 

sunk  in  the  river  Neuse  as  a  barricade. 
1  respectfully  recpiest  instructions  as  to  what  disposition  I  shall 

make  of  them.  The  owner  of  one  of  these  vessels  came  here  some 
two  weeks  since  to  recover  her.  1  gave  him  permission  to  raise  her 
and  have  her  valued  and  give  me  a  receipt  for  her.  Shall  I  do  the  same 
in  other  cases?  i  could  raise  these  vessels  and  send  them  North  as 
prizes  were  it  not  a  dcmbtfnl  matter  whether  the  expenses  would  be 
paid,  much  less  jmze  money. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  C.  liOWAN, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  Naval  Forces^  8onnd^  of  North  Carolinu. 
Flag  Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadronj  JlampUyn  Roads. 

Rej)ort  of  Acting  Ma^stei'  Graves^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U,  8.  8,  Lock- 
icoodj  of  engagement  with  the  enemy  in  Pasquotank  River. 

XJ.  S.  S.  LOCKWOOD, 
Pasquotank  River,  North  Carolina^  May  2^  1862. 

Sir  :  While  lying  at  anchor  at  Three  Mile  Beach  about  daylight  this 
morning  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  me  with  one  or  more  tieldpieces 
at  a  bend  in  tlie  river  from  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  distant. 

r 
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After  a  sharp  engagement  of  twenty  minutes'  duration  I  drove  them 
from  their  position  (as  I  have  subsequently  learned),  wounding  8  of 
their  number  and  disabling  the  carriage  of  one  of  their  fieldpieces. 

No  casualties  on  our  side. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Graves, 
Acting  Mdstery  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Flussbr, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces^  Elizabeth  Cityj  N.  C. 

Report  of  FkLg- Officer  Ooldshoroughj  U.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  of  U.  8.  S. 
Susquehanna  atj  and  departure  of  U.  S.  8.  Penobscot  fram,  Hamptan 
Roads, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  2,  ISfi^. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna  arrived 
here  last  evening  from  Port  BoyaJ.  To-day,  at  meridian,  the  U.  S.  S. 
Penobscot  left  this  place  for  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  touching  at  Beaufort. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  communications 
from  the  Navy  Department:  Those  dated  April  30,  relating  to  the 
enlisting  of  contrabands  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  acclimated  labor 
during  the  hot  season,  and  concerning  the  transfer  of  L.  F.  Robinson, 
seaman,  to  this  squadron;  also  that  dated  May  1,  informing  me  that 
140  men  are  to  be  sent  here  from  Boston  to  supply  vacancies. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.    M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  additional  vessels  for  his  squadron. 

Navy  Department,  May  2, 1862. 
Sir:  The  Port  Royal  and  Mahaska,  side-wheel   steamers,  will  soon 

reach  Hampton  Heads.    Upon  the  arrival  of  either,  you  will  deliver 
the  enclosed  order  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Brown,  of  the  Octorara. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Order  from  Flag- Office  Goldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Clitz, 
U,  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Penobscot,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Wil- 

mington, N.  C. 
U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  May  2, 18()2. 

Sib:  Proceed  first  off*  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  with  the  U.  S.  8.  Penobscot 
under  your  command,  and  deliver  the  accompanying  dispat<;h  to  the 

senior  naval  officer  stationed  there;  then  proceed  oft*  Wilmington, 
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!N.  C,  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  naval  oflScer  there  for  duty  in 
blockading  that  port,  at  which  service  you  will  continue  as  long  as 
your  supplies  will  last,  or  until  further  orders.  Say  to  the  naval 
officers  commanding  vessels  off  Wilmington  that  a  full  supply  of  coal, 
provisions,  stores,  and  clothing  will  be  kept  hereatter  at  Beaufort*, 
N.  C,  for  their  use,  and  to  that  place,  and  not  here,  they  will  go  for 
them  when  necessary. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

U.  S.  tS.  Penobscot. 

p.  s. — Garefully  distribute  among  naval  officers  commanding  vessels 
at  Beaufort  and  off  Wilmington  the  accompanying  circulars,  general 
orders,  and  extracts  from  the  foreign  correspondence  of  Government^ 
lately  received,  concerning  proposed  violations  to  this  blockade. 

Order  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldshoroughy  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Look- 
wood^  U.  IS,  yavjfy  prohibiting  trade  with  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Boads,  May  2^  1862. 

Sir:  You  are  to  be  very  careful  and  not  allow  the  vessels  employed 
by  the  Navy  to  convey  coals,  provisions,  etc.,  to  Beaufort,  N.  G.,  to 
trade  there  in  any  way  whatever,  either  with  the  enemy  or  our  own 
people;  indeed,  trading  by  any  vessels,  unless  expressly  authorized  by 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  at 
Beaufort  under  any  plea  whatever. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FlagOffi^cer. 
Gommander  LooKWOOD, 

/Senior  Naval  Offi^cer  at  Beaufort^  N.  0. 

Instrnctions  from  Flag-Offieer  Ooldshoroughy  U.  8.  Kavy^  to  8enior  Naval 
Officer  off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  regarding  supplies  for  blockading  vessels 
off  that  port. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Boads,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir:  Hereafter  the  blockading  vessels  stationed  off  Wilmington, 
N.  G.,  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  G.,  for  supplies  of  coals,  provisions, 
stores,  and  clothing,  at  which  place  a  goodly  (quantity  of  those  artich-s 
will  be  kept  ready  for  delivery.  Water,  of  course,  can  also  be  got  jit 
Beaufort  in  abundanc-e.  None  of  the  vessels  alluded  to  above  are  to 
come  to  these  roads  unless  their  condition  be  such  as  to  render  the 
move  absolutely  necessary,  or  unless  ordered  here  by  the  Navy  Depart- 

ment or  myself. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag  Officer, 

The  Senior  Naval  Officer  of  thb  U.  S.  Navy, 
Engaged  in  Blockading  off  Wilmington^  N.  C. 
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[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  Winfield  Scott,  May  J2j  1862 — 9:45  p.  m. 

I  think  we  will  be  ready  for  you  on  Monday,  or  at  latest  Tuesday 
night.  Will  it  be  possible  for  you  to  run  up  here  to-morrow  or  Sunday 
for  an  hour  or  two  to  arrange  final  movements f  I  think  your  vessel 
should  not  make  its  appearance  here  by  daylight,  but  arrive  after  dark 
and  run  through  before  daybreak.  With  the  aid  of  the  Navy,  I  think  a 
glorious  success  awaits  us. 

G.  B.  McOlellan, 

Major- OeneraL 
Captain  John  Bodoers, 

U.  8.  8.  Oalenaj  Hampton  Roads. 

[Telegram.] 

Confidential.]       Headquarters  Department  of  Potomac, 
Near  Yorktotcny  May  2. 1862—10:30  p.  m. 

It  is  probable  that  I  will  be  able  to  open  a  very  heavy  fire  on  Monday 
morning,  certainly  by  Tuesday  morning.  I  think  the  gunboats  can  pass 
the  batteries  any  dark  night.  They  certainly  can  after  a  day's  firing 
on  our  part.  I  have  proposed  to  Captain  Smith  that  he  shall  run  by 
the  night  after  we  open.  Bodgers  will,  I  suppose,  be  available  for  the 
same  purpose.  I  think  the  effect  of  such  a  movement  will  be  to  enable 
me  to  gain  possession  of  Yorktown  on  the  second  or  third  day. 

Can  you  spare  for  this  decisive  attack  some  more  vessels? 
It  is  all  important  to  make  this  blow  a  sure  one. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  OeneraL 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  ftag-offkerH,  regarding  sus- 
pected vessels  preparing  to  clear  from  Liverpool  for  the  insurgent 

States. 

Navy  Department,  May  2, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  extracts  from  dispatch  Ko.  44  of  the  con- 
sul at  Liverpool,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  relating  to  the 

Metropolis,  Minho,  Sophia,  and  Julia  Usher ̂   suspected  vessels,  and  also 
extract  from  a  dispatch  of  the  consul  at  Hamburg,  dated  April  5,  men- 

tioning the  principal  articles  of  the  Bahama^s  cargo. 
The  ship  Kdnigen  Augusta  cleared  from  Liverpool  on  the  15th  ultimo 

for  Havana  with  a  cargo  for  the  Southern  States,  and  the  ship  Patras, 
from  Falmouth,  on  the  12th  ultimo,  for  the  purpose,  it  is  suspected,  of 
attempting  to  evade  the  blockade. 

The  steamer  Melita,  at  Hamburg,  has,  it  is  said,  been  purchased  by 
the  rebel  agents  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  cargo  to  the  insurgents. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh. 
Flag-Officer  8.  F.  Du  Pont. 
FlagOfflcep  Wm.  W.  McKean. 
Flag-Offioer  D.  G.  Fabbagut. 



304        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

[  EncloAoie   Extracts.] 

From  the  U.  8.  consal  at  Liverpool,  April  — ,  1862: 
•  •  •  The  ship  MetropoliSj  owned  by  Fernie  Brothers  &  CJo,, 

sailed  from  this  port  on  Monday  last.  She  cleared  for  St.  John.  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  this  vessel  in  a  previous  din- 
patch.  She  has  taken  oat  a  mixed  car^i^o  tor  the  Southern  States. 
From  what  I  learn  I  think  she  will  not  attemx>t  to  run  the  blockade, 
but  land  it  at  Nassau  or  Bermuda.    •     •    ♦ 

Tlie  screw  steamer  MinhOj  253  tons  burden,  commanded  by  Park, 
entered  to  load  at  the  custom-house  at  this  i)ort  on  the  28th  of  March, 
cleared  on  the  1st  instant  for  Havana,  and  sailed  yesterday.  She 
belongs  to  J.  Bibly,  and  was  purchased  last  week  by  A.  E.  Byrne,  the 
intimate  friend  of  Captain  Bulloch.  The  greatest  dispatch  has  beeu 
practiced  in  getting  her  ready  for  sailing.  She  has  not  taken  a  fall 
cargo.  So  far  as  1  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  it  consists  of  clothing, 
hardware,  and  heavy  cases,  contents  unknown.  She  has  been  pur- 

chased to  run  between  the  Southern  States  and  Nassau,  Bermuda,  and 
Havana.  She  is  to  carry  into  the  Southern  ports  the  cargoes  of  sailing 
vessels;  is  built  of  iron;  hull  painted  black;  bark  rigged;  one  funnel, 
cream  color,  with  black  top;  name  carved  on  headboard;  life  boat  mid- 

ships painted  white,  two  on  swing  davits  forward  and  two  aft,  painted 
black. 

The  screw  steamer  Columbia  has  been  bought  by  same  party  for  same 
puri)ose.  She  is  at  present  undergoing  repairs,  and  has  not  yet  entered 
for  loading.     »     ♦     » 

The  screw  steamer  Sophia^  453  tons  burden,  commanded  by  Albozan 
and  owned  by  (1.  H.  Fletcher  &  (/o.,  has  entered  to  load  for  Havana^ 
I  think  she  is  loading  for  the  Southern  States,  and  will  attempt  to  ran 
the  blockade.  Will  send  a  description  in  my  next  dispatch.  She  has 
taken  on  board  some  900  bags  saltpeter,  a  number  of  large  heavy  cases, 
contents  unknown,  a  large  quantity  of  quarter- inch  wire,  a  large  quan- 

tity of  iron  in  bars,  hoops,  and  heavy  plates,  also  six  railway  turntables. 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  entered  for  loading  at  the  custom  house 

yesterday  the  steamer  Julia  Usher,  She  is  449  tons  burden,  and  is  to 
be  commanded  by  Captain  W.  C.  Hammer,  the  same  who  commanded 
the  Annie  ChiUh  when  she  ran  the  blockade.  She  is  to  be  loaded  for 
the  ( 'Onfederate  Government  and  run  the  blockade.     ♦     ♦     • 

From  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Hamburg,  Ai)ril  5, 1862: 

*  •  *  I  have  asijcrtiuned,  after  many  laborious  efforts,  the  marks 
on  a  portion  of  the  Bahama^ h  cargo.    They  are  as  follows: 

/ -y  GOO  boxes  of  bombshells  or  cartridges. 

-  }  100  boxes  of  bombshells  or  cartridges. 

D.  S.  57  large  boxes  of  cavalry  swords. 
P.  W.  16  boxes  of  swords. 
S.  S.  24  boxes  of  filled  shells. 
E.  G.  7  boxes,  contents  unknown. 
E.  L.  10  boxes,  contents  unknown. 

-  \  (>  Ijoxes  heavy  English  guns. 

64  brass  cannon,  8  batteries  heretofore  described. 
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Letter  from  FUtg-OJJicer  Ooldsboroughj  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Major-General 
McClellany  U.  8.  Army^  regarding  vessels  off  Yorktown^  Va, ' 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roa4sj  May  3j  1862. 

Sir  :  The  wooden  gunboats  may,  and  probably  can,  pass  the  batteries 
of  a  dark  and  otherwise  suitable  night  without  being  sunk,  but  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  move  takes  them  away  from  their  supplies 
of  ordnance,  fuel,  etc.,  and  that  they  may  possibly  be  compelled  to 
repass  them.  Smith  may  not  have  such  a  night  on  the  one  after  you 
open,  particularly  considering  the  present  stage  of  the  moon. 

1  was  greatly  in  hopes  that  before  the  gunlxiats  should  be  invited  to 
run  the  gantlet,  Gloucester  Point  battery  would  have  been  turned  and 
taken.  Then  matters  would  have  presented  themselves  to  my  mind  in 
a  much  more  favorable  light.  Just  as  the  enemy's  forces  are  pressed  at 
Yorktown,  so  will  the  desire  increase  to  get  the  Merrimack  9i,ii6.  consorts 

oft'  there,  and  the  more  cautious  I  must  be  about  sending  vessels  away from  this ;  they  have  been  threatening  us  for  several  days  past.  Seven 

vessels  of  ours  are  already  oft*  Yorktown,  and  this,  you  are  aware,  is the  full  number  originally  agreed  upon  between  us  in  our  conferences 
as  sufficient  to  answer  ends,  as  then  understood;  but,  if  events  will 
l)ermit,  I  will  increase  the  number  between  now  and  next  Monday 
night,  and  as  largely  as  I  can  consistently  with  my  duty. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUOH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Major-Greneral  Geo.  B.  MoGlellan, 

Near  Yorktown^  Va. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Quackenbushj  U.  S.  Navyj  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Delaware^  concerning  movements  of  vessels  in  sounds  of  North 
Carolina. 

U.  8.  S.  Delaware, 
Off  New  Berncy  N.  0.,  May  3^  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  orders  on  the  29th  instant,  I  weighed 
anchor  at  2: 30  p.  m.  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Hertford,  accom- 
])anied  by  the  steamers  Ceres  and  Whitehead;  arriving  off  the  mouth  of 
Perquimans  Kiver,  the  fleet  came  to  anchor  at  6: 25  p.  m. 

On  the  following  morning,  at  6: 10  a.  m.,  we  weighed  anchor  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Perquimans  Biver  as  far  as  Hertford,  and,  not  being  able 

to  advance  farther  on  account  of  the  stumps  in  the  river,  we  anchored 

at  8:40  a.  m.  oft*  Hertford,  in  company  with  the  other  boats.  At  9 a.  m.  1  went  ashore  and  held  a  consultation  with  the  authorities  of  the 
place,  who  assured  me  the  steamer  had  left  there  some  time,  and  after 
posting  a  proclamation  in  the  town,  and  finding  no  public  property  of 
any  kind,  I  returned  on  board  my  vessel,  and  at  9:40  a.  m.  weighed 
anchor  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Plymouth,  at  which  place  we 
arrived,  in  company  with  the  other  boats,  at  3:30  p.  m. 

I  i>roceeded  on  shore,  and  after  delivering  the  proclamation  to  the 
town  councilmen  I  returned  on  board.  At  this  place  there  was  a 
vessel  on  the  stocks,  but,  being  assured  that  it  was  the  property  of  a 
private  individual,  did  not  destroy  it. 

N  W  R— VOL  7   20 



306  NORTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 

At  4: 45  p.  m.  we  weighed  anchor,  followed  by  the  Ceres  and  White- 
head^ and  proceeded  on  oar  way  toward  Edenton.  Arriving  at  this 

place,  we  x)a8sed  in  front  of  the  town  and  came  to  anchor  beyond 
musket  range  for  the  night  at  0 :  45  p.m. 

On  the  following  morning,  at  8  a.  m.,  we  got  underway  and  made 
sigiml  for  the  Ceres  and  Whitehead  to  pass  within  haiL  and,  ordering 
them  to  proceed  to  Elizabeth  City,  we  started  for  Uatteras  Inlet. 
Arriving  at  7 :  25  p.  m.  we  came  to  anchor  for  the  night.  At  12 :  30  i).  in. 
on  the  following  day  we  weighed  anchor  and  stood  for  Ocracoke  Inlet, 
and,  arriving  at  4:22  p.  m.,  came  lo  anchor  and  made  signal  to  the 
cx>mmander  of  the  Granite  to  come  aboard,  whereaiK)n  he  answered  the 
signal,  and  a  few  minutes  after  he  hoisted  the  signal  (can  not  distin- 

guish). We  again  hoisted  the  signal  and  kept  it  Hying  some  time, 
whereupon,  lie  not  answering  it,  we  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  iu 
the  direction  of  Kew  Berne;  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  Keuse  Kiver  at 
8  1).  m.,  we  anchored  for  the  night. 

At  5:30  a.  m.  on  the  following  morning  we  weighed  anchor  for  New 

Berne,  at  which  place  we  arrived  at  8 :  ,'JO  a.  m. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.   P.  QUACKENBUSH, 
lAeutenantj  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  0.  Row  AN, 
Comdg,  U,  8.  Naval  ForceHj  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Letter  from  Flag-Offieer  Ooldshorongh^  U.  8,  Navyj  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  acknoicledging  recmpt  of  orders  from  the  Department. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  3, 1862. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  tugboat  Zouave  arrived  here  this  morning  from 
Baltimore.  I  have  just  sent  the  Rescue  there  for  repairs,  to  return 
immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  orders  for  the 
8t.  Lawrence  and  Octorara.  Tlie  former  were  delivered  to  Commander 
Schenck,  who  arrived  this  morning.  I  have  received  the  communica- 

tion of  the  Navy  Department,  dated  May  1,  ]>ropo8ing  a  remedy  for 
the  delays  of  vessels  sent  to  be  repaired  at  Baltimore;  also,  that  of  the 
2d  instant,  about  certain  susi)ected  vessels  at  Liverpool,  Falmouth, 
and  Hamburg. 

A  draft  of  149  men  arrived  from  Boston  this  morning. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROXTGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squndron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

Report  of  Commander  Rotcan,  U.  8.  Nav>y,  of  gunboats  being  built  by  the 
Confederates. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  May  3, 1862. 

Sir:  The  enemy  is  building  a  gunboat  at  Deep  Creek,  at  the  head 
of  the  canal.    The  work  was  commenced  about  two  weeks  ago. 
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From  the  most  reliable  information  I  can  obtain  the  enemy  has  in 
hand,  and  at  varioas  stages  of  completion,  eleven  or  twelve  gnnboats, 
two  of  them  ironclad,  and  all  to  be  plated  to  protect  machinery.  One 
of  the  ironclads  is  complete,  or  nearly  so;  the  other  is  in  a  state  of 
forwardness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  O.  EOWAN, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  Naval  ForceSj  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Flag-OflScer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadronj  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  Commander  Lockwood,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Flag- Officer  Golds- 
boroughy  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  another  vessel  ordered  to  BeaufortjN.  C\, 
to  reenforce  the  U.  S.  IS.  Daylight. 

U.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
Beaufort  Harbor ^  North  Carolina^  May  3j  1862. 

Sir:  I  this  evening  received  a  dispatch  from  Brigadier-General  John 
G.  Parke,  commanding  Third  Division,  wherein  he  expressed  a  wish 
that  1  would  "  detain  one  of  the  vessels,^'  etc.,  as  per  copy,  which  I 
lierewith  enclose.  Having  made  all  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
departure  of  the  State  of  Georgia  for  her  station  off  [Cape]  Fear  River 
blockading,  which  is  not  only  in  compliance  with  your  orders  but,  ii 
my  opinion,  of  more  importance  than  her  remaining  here  for  the  present, 
1  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  recall  her  order  for  that  service,  and 
the  Gemshok  having  distribute  her  provisions,  reserving  only  sufficient 
to  carry  her  north,  I  can  not  detain  her,  and  shall  remain  here  with  the 
Daylight  alone,  and  request  that  you  will,  in  compliance  with  the  ̂ vish 
of  Brigardier-General  Parke,  order  another  vessel  here  to  reenforce  the 
Daylight. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 
Saml.  Lockwood, 

Commander  and  Seiiior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad ron^  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Dept.  of  North  Carolina, 
Beaufort^  May  5,  1862. 

Captain  :  Having  just  received  a  communication  from  General  Burn- 
side,  looking  forward  to  the  early  removal  of  the  troops  from  this 
vicinity,  and  deeming  a  stronger  force  than  the  simple  garrison  of  the 
fort  absolutely  necessary,  1  have  the  honor,  respectfully,  to  request 
that  you  detain  one  of  the  vessels  now  about  leaving  until  1  can  hear 
further  from  the  general  commanding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  G.  Parke, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Third  Division. 
Captain  Sahl.  Lookwood,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer. 
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Keport  of  Commander  Lockwood,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  GoUi^tbor- 
ough^  U.  iS.  Navyy  regarding  affairs  at  Beaufort^  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Daylight, 
Beaufort  Harbor^  May  4y  lSO:i. 

Sir:  I  this  morning  received  your  dispatches  of  the  2d  instant  from 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Olitz  and  communicated  their  contents  to 
Commander  Armstrong,  of  the  Utaie  of  Oeorgia^  who  had  sailed  this 
morning  but  was  in  signal  distance.  The  Chippewa  sailed  on  the  3d 
and  the  Geinshok  only  awaits  sul!icient  water  to  get  the  prize  ships  over 
the  bar.  We  hope  to  get  them  off  to-morrow.  We,  with  the  army,  are 
getting  the  buoys  together  and  repairing  them  preparatory  to  placing 
them  in  their  proper  x>ositions  on  the  bar.  1  read  at  muster  your 
approbatory  remarks  of  our  conduct  on  the  capture  of  Fort  Macon  to  the 
officers  and  crew  to-day,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear  that  our  efforts 
meet  your  approbation. 

I  shall  look  about  here  for  the  most  convenient,  secure,  and  safe  place 
of  deposit  for  our  coal,  stores,  etc.  The  railroad  depot  at  Morehead 
City  is  recommended  by  the  provost-marshal.  Sixteen  or  17  feet  of 
water  can  be  carried  to  the  wharf  at  high  water,  and  if  a  sufficient 
force  is  kept  here  to  protect  it  from  attack,  it  would  probably  be  the 
best  pliice  we  couhl  select.  I  will  cx)nsult  with  Brigadier-General 
Parke  about  it,  and  if  it  will  be  advisable  to  use,  we  can  occupy  it  at 
once  and  the  stores  will  be  protected  fiom  the  weather.  There  are 
about  400  barrels  of  rosin  and  turi)entine,  belonging  to  the  same  owners 
who  loaded  the  ships  Alliance 2k\\&  Gondar,  I  am  about  sending  to  New 
York.  It  was  intended  for  them,  but  they  could  not  take  it,  and  it  was 
left  there  and  is  claimed  by  the  agent  as  his  individual  property,  and  I 
only  delay  seizing  it  on  account  of  witnesses  to  i>rove  its  character, 
which  1  am  in  pursuit  of,  and  hox)e  to  unravel  the  case  soon.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  carry  out  your  orders  about  our  supply  vessels  trafficking. 
In  your  printed  extract  of  April  11,1  notice  that  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.,  of  Liverpool,  have  purchased  ship  Amelia^  of  Phihulelphia,  to  load 

for  ( 'onfederate  States.  It  is  the  same  firm  who  are  the  reputed  owners 
of  the  Alliance  and  Gondar^  captured  by  me  here. 

1  eii(*Jose  herewith  the  binieiisal  returns;  also  a  tabular  statement  of 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  enlistment  of  the  crew  of  this  ship.  I  am 
occasionally  reminded  of  it  by  the  men  who  expect  their  discharge,  and 
inform  them  that  they  must  await  orders  from  the  l)ei)artment. 

Tlie  Xatthville^s  having  run  the  blockade  at  Wilmington,  X.  C,  is credited. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.    LOCKWOOD, 

Commander  and  tSenior  Officer, 

Flag-OiUcer  L.  M.  Goldsborougii, 
Comdg.  yorth  Atlantic  Blocka4ing  JSquadron,  Hampton  Koada. 

Letter  from  Mnjor-General  McClellan^  U,  8.  Army^  to  Commander  iSmithy 
U.  iS.  yary,  regarding  movements  of  the  enemy. 

May  4, 1802. 

fSiK:]  I  learn  that  a  large  part  of  the  rebel  force  marched  to  Bigler's 
Mill,  on  the  York  River,  last  night,  to  take  sail  from  there  to  West 
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Point,  [ Va.1.  It  is  of  the  first  iini)ortaiice  to  my  operations  that  some 
of  yoar  gunboats  hurry  up  to  West  Point  to  destroy  the  transportation 
and  report  to  me  the  state  of  afiairs. 

Franklin's  division  will  be  ready  to  go  up  under  convoy  of  tlie  other 
gunboats  as  soon  as  I  can  hear  from  the  river. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 
Major- Oeneralj  Commanding, 

Commodore  Smith, 
Commanding  Fleet, 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  Potomac,  May  ̂ ,  180J2. 
We  have  taken  Yorktown.    I  will  need  the  gunboats  to  move  up 

York  River. 
(t.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 
Flag-Oificer  L.  M.  (toldsboroitgh. 

Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldshoroughj   U.  8.  N'avy,  to  Major- General McClellan^  TJ.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roadn,  Virginia^  May  i,  1862.   • 
With  my  whole  heart  I  do  most  cordially  congratulate  you  on  your 

brilliant  and  important  achievement.  The  gunboats  shall  accom]>any 
you  up  York  River. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag- Officer. 

Major-Oeneral  G.  B.  McClellan, 
Commanding  Army  of  the  Potoma^y  etc.j  near  TorJctown^  Va. 

[TeHegrum.] 

Headquarters  Army  Potomac,  May  ̂ ,  1862. 
If  it  appears  that  West  Point  is  not  strongly  held,  I  would  suggest 

pushing  the  Galena  and  some  gunboats  up  the  James  River. 
G.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

[Telefn^m.] 

Headquarters  Army  Potomac,  May  -/,  1862. 
The  enemy  having  evacuated  Yorktown,  General  McClellan  has  no 

need  of  the  Galena  on  York  River.  He  would  like  you  to  send  up 
James  River  immediately,  as  far  as  possible,  to  harass  the  enemy  as 
much  as  may  be  in  your  power. 

By  order  [of]  Miyor-General  McClellan : 
J.  J.  ASTOR, 

Col^mel  and  Aid-dc-camp. 
Commodore  Goldsborough. 
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[Telegram.] 

May  4, 1862. 

Bigler's  Wharf  is  barning.  There  are  no  batteries  for  12  miles  up  the 
river.  I  have  sent  a  steamer  to  burn  the  raihroad  bridge  over  Pamunkey 
River. 

Smith. 

Major-General  MoGlellan. 

[Telegram.] 

May  4, 1862. 
Steamer  Chocura  has  returned  from  West  Point,  [Va.].  No  obstruc- 

tions or  batteries  on  the  river.  No  guns  or  troops  at  West  Point. 
White  tlag  at  that  place  and  at  other  points  on  the  river.  The  frames 
of  two  large  vessels  building  at  West  Point. 

W.  Smith. 
Major-General  McGlellan. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  with  the  Army  in  the  operations  against  Yorktoton^ 
Va.,  May  i  to  7,  1862. 

Beport  of  Commander  Smith,  IT.  S.  Navy,  trammittiDg  report  of  Lieatenant  PaitenKm,  IT.  8. 
Nav;f. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
Yorktowny  Va.,  jtlay  5, 1S6J2. 

Sin:  About  7  o'clock  yesterday  morning  wo  saw  an  American  ensign 
floating  over  one  of  the  rebel  redoubts  at  Torktown,  and  a  few  minutes 
afterwards  1  received  from  General  McCIellan  a  telegraphic  dispatch 
saying,  "Yorktown  is  in  our  possession;  please  run  up  and  help  us  in 
communicating  with  Gloucester,"  and  requesting  me  to  send  some  of 
the  boats  up  York  Kiver  to  recoimoiter  and  seize  schooners. 

The  squiulron  was  immediately  underway  and  stood  up  the  river. 
When  near  Gloucester  1  sent  Master  Whitehead,  of  this  ship,  to  hoist 
the  American  flag  at  that  place.  I  then  dispatched  the  Corwin,  Lieu- 

tenant Gommanding  I^helps,  and  Currituck^  Acting  Master  Shankland, 
to  reconnoiter  up  York  River  to  the  distance  of  10  or  12  miles;  the  other 
vessels  anchored  at  this  place. 
We  found  only  one  small  schooner,  which  had  been  abandoned;  all 

other  vessels  had  gone  up  the  river;  some  few  were  still  in  sight,  but 
at  a  considerable  distance. 

At  11  a.  m.  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  McCIellan  requesting 
me  to  send  two  boats  to  reconnoiter  as  far  up  as  West  Point;  and  let 
the  rest  escort  Franklin's  division,  which  was  to  go  by  water.  1  directed 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Patterson  in  the  Chocura  to  proceed  u^)  the 
river  to  West  Point,  taking  with  him  the  Coricin  (which  had  not  yet 
returned),  and  to  send  back  the  Currituck. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  Currituck  returned,  and  her  commander  reported  that 
he  had  been  about  12  miles  up  the  river;  that  Bigler's  Wharf,  10  miles 
above  here,  was  burning,  and  he  had  not  seen  any  batteries  on  the  banks. 
Just  as  the  Currituck  returned  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General 
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McClellan  sajdng  it  was  of  the  first  importance  that  some  of  the  boats 
should  hurry  up  and  destroy  the  transportation.  I  therefore  dispatched 
tlie  CurritucJcj  with  orders  to  go  up  the  river  and  if  x>os8ib1e  destroy 
the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Pamunkey  Eiver,  and  tlien  telegraphed 
to  General  McGleUan  to  inform  him  of  what  I  had  done. 
At  4  p.  m.  I  received  another  dispatch  from  General  McClellan, 

requesting  me  not  to  bum  the  bridge,  but  to  save  it  if  possible.  1  im- 
mediately dispatched  Lieutenant  Commanding  Henry  in  the  Sebago  up 

the  river,  with  orders,  when  he  should  meet  the  Corwin  returning  here, 
to  send  her  back  in  pursuit  of  the  Currituck  and  prevent  the  burning 
of  the  bridge. 

At  8  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Patterson,  in  the  Ohocura^  returned 
and  reported  that  he  had  been  to  West  Point;  that  ho  had  not  found 
any  batteries  or  soldiers  at  that  place,  or  at  any  other  point  on  the 
river,  but  found  there  a  white  flag  flying,  and  saw  white  flags  flying  at 
many  places  as  he  went  up  the  river.    I  enclose  a  copy  of  his  report. 

At  9 :  30  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Henry,  in  the  i^^^a^/o,  returned, 
having  met  the  Cortcin  and  sent  her  in  pursuit  of  the  Currituck, 

The  Sebcigo  towed  down  a  small  schooner  and  launch  captured  by  the 
Corwin^  having  on  board  four  deserters  from  the  rebel  camp  and  five 
men  belonging  to  small  vessels  in  the  transport  service,  all  of  whom 
had  given  themselves  up  to  the  steamer,  and  whom  I  have  to-day  trans- 

ferred to  the  provost-marshal;  also  ten  negroes  who  had  given  them- 
selves up  and  whom  I  have  transferred  to  Colonel  lugalls,  at  Yorktown. 

This  forenoon  General  Franklin's  division  are  arriving  and  anchor- 
ing here,  preparatory  to  a  start  up  the  river  to-morrow  morning.  We 

will  accompany  them. 
The  Corwin  and  Currituck  have  not  yet  returned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Wachusett. 
Flag-Oflacer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

[Encloeure.] 

F.  S.  Stbam  Gunboat  Choouba, 
Off  Yorktotcny  Va.y  May  4, 186J^. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
this  morning  I  left  Gloucester  Point  at  noon,  and  at  1 :  30  was  joined  by 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Thomas  S.  Phelps  in  the  Corwin, 
We  proceeded  up  York  River,  prepared  for  action,  but  found  every 

house  deserted,  apparently,  except  by  females  and  negroes;  a  white 
flag  was  displayed  as  we  approached. 

Bigler's  Wharf  we  found  burning  at  each  end,  and  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  from  two  buildings,  hospital  flags  were  flying.  Zantzinger's 
wood  and  coal  wharf,  alK)ve  Bigler's,-  and  on  the  opx)osite  side,  is 
destroyed  in  several  places. 
On  reaching  West  Point  the  narrow,  intricate  channel  and  shoal 

water  prevented  my  approaching  in  this  vessel  as  near  as  I  would  have 
wished,  and  it  was  too  late  to  do  so  in  boats,  but  I  could  easily  distin- 

guish the  frames  of  two  vessels  (apparently  intended  for  gunboats)  on 
fire,  and  partially  consumed. 

Near  the  point  is  a  small  water  battery  with  three  embrasures  which 
was  deserted,  and  1  think  without  any  armament.  Here  also  a  white 
flag  waa  displayed. 



There  are  no  obstructions  id  tbo  ehanuel  of  tlie  river,  nor  battert 
on  its  banks. 

Verj'  respectfnlly,  yonr  oliedient;  servant. 
T.  U.  Pattkbson, 

/-tVi(/(ii««/,  ViinniiuinHnff.M 

U,  9.  S.  WACHnSKTT, 
Went  Point,  York  River,  May  7,  ISGSM 

Sir:  On  the  artemoon  of  tbe  5ih  instant  there  was  cunsiderablfl 

fighting  between  our  forces  and  the  rebels  about  (I  miles  above  York- 
town.  At  8  t>,  ni.  General  M«(JleI!an  seut  an  aid  to  request  ino  to  send 

two  of  the  giinl>i>atH  off  tlie  moiitli  of  Queen's  ('reek,  about  C  miles  up 
the  river,  to  shell  tlie  rebels,  who,  it  was  thought,  were  endeavoring  to 
turn  liis  llnnlf.  1  immediately  dispatched  Lieulenitnt  (Jommanding 
Nichol^ton  with  the  Marhleheaii  ami  Lieutenant  Commanding  MoCann 
with  the  Maratanza  to  perform  the  ilnty.  Before  the  gunboats  reached 
the  atntion  the  tiring  had  ceased,  and  at  9:30  p.  ni.  General  McClellan 
telegraphed  to  General  FrankUn  tbat  onr  troops  were  lU  miles  from 
York  town. 

At  7  a.  ni.,  on  the  fltb,  the  transports  conveying  General  Franklin's 
division  began  to  move  up  tlie  river  to  West  Point,  nnder  the  escort  of 
this  ship,  the  Chiwuni,  and  Kelmffn,  At  1 :  l!i  p.  m.  1  anchored  here  with 
a  part  of  the  transports  and  the  remainder  of  them  an-ived  in  the  course 
of  the  afternoon.  The  lauding  of  the  troops  was  immediately  begun, 
and  is  still  going  nn;  we  are  assintiug  them,  I  found  here  tLe  steamer 
Corwin,  Lieutenant  Gommanding  PhelpH.aud  Cnrritiiclc.  Acting  Master 
Shankland.  From  these  ofticera  I  received  reports,  of  which  I  forward 
herewith  copies. 

The  prisoners  were  delivered  to  the  provost-marslial  at  Yorktown. 
Last  evening  I  sent  tiie  Currituck  up  the  Pamuiikey  Uiver  to  endeavor 

to  capture  some  schooners  re{>orte(l  to  be  there.  She  returned  this 
morning,  and  her  commander  made  me  a  report  of  his  proceedings,  of 
which  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy. 

AlHiut  1  p.  m.  today  simie  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  some  field- 
pieces,  placed  on  a  hill  on  the  lelt  liank  of  the  camp.  Our  vessels 
immetliatcly  commenced  shelling  them,  and  in  a  few  minutes  they 
retired,  no  damage  having  been  done  to  our  i)eop]e. 

1  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  I'holps  in  the  Coririn  up  tbe  Mat- 
tapony  River  today  to  learn  something  of  a  party  of  rebels  reported  t« 
be  crossing  that  river.  He  returned  this  evening  and  reiwrts  that  he 
went  up  the  river  26  miles  and  ascert^iincd  that  about  4,000  rebels 
pasnetl  last  night  across  at  Dunkirk  Bridge.  Soldiers  wore  dcsertiug 
rapidly;  while  flags  were  (lying  on  tbo  banks. 

A  deserter  who  cAme  iu  iaHj>  night  reports  that  40,000  rebels  are  in 
the  neighborhiMHl. 
We  have  several  prize  vessels,  all  of  them  small  and  of  little  valu& 

phat  disposition  shall  I  make  of  theiul 
11  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resj>ectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commanding  V.  S,  OKnioat  Wachuaett, 

[riag-Offlcer  L.  M.  GoLnsnoEouGn. 
Comilg.  North  Atliintu'  JiUirltnliwj  Squndron,  Hampton  lioadt. 
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[Enclosure  Ko.  1.] 

U.  S.  S.  CORWIN, 
WeM  Point,  Ya.,  May  5,  iSG^. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  necessary  to  place  before  you  as  early  as  practicable 
tbe  following  items  of  information  which  I  obtained  from  prisoners  who 
appear  to  be  friendly  to  the  Union,  and  who,  as  they  state,  were  forced 
to  serve  the  rebels  against  their  wishes,  viz : 

Eight  feet  water  can  be  carried  up  the  Masax>ony  FMattapony]  River 
to  abont  5  miles  above  Walkertown  [Walkerton],  out  this  river  has 
been  closed  by  sinking  seven  schooners  in  the  channel  a  short  distance 
above  West  Point. 

In  the  Pamunkey,  9  or  10  feet  can  be  carried  to  the  railroad  bridge, 
but  they  have  fifty  vessels,  mostly  schooners,  which  they  commenced 
to  sink  on  yesterday  near  a  phvce  called  the  White  House,  or  at  Indian 
Town. 

The  rebels  are  prepared  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge,  having  saws 
and  combustibles  ready  for  this  purpose. 

The  enemy  are  falling  back  upon  the  Chickahominy  near  Richmond, 
where  they  are  fortified,  etc. ;  also  they  intend  to  make  a  stand  between 
Fredericksburg  and  Richmond,  probably  at  the  junction  of  the  Virginia 
Central  and  the  Fredericksburg  railroads,  or  near  Chesterfield,  and 
from  Yorktown  back  to  the  Warwick  and  Williamsburg.  General 
Johnston  is  supposed  to  have  125,000  men  on  the  peninsula  and  hns 
fallen  back  where  he  can  escape  being  cut  up  by  the  naval  forces. 

This  was  decided  ui)on  in  a  council  of  war  held  at  Yorktown  on  his 
taking  command. 
A  new  ironclad  steamer  superior  to  the  Virginiaj  to  b^  called  the 

Brandyiciney  was  launched  at  Norfolk  some  eighteen  days  since  (to  be 
commanded  by  Captain  Pegram)  and  is  thought  to  be  nearly  ready. 
There  have  been  also  several  other  gunboats  fitting  for  service. 

The  channel  near  the  naval  hospital  at  Norfolk,  Ya.,  is  obstructed 
nearly  all  the  way  across,  leaving  only  room  sufficient  for  the  Virgiiiia 
to  pass  through,  and  the  old  frigate  United  States  is  in  readiness  to  be 
sunk  in  the  gap  if  necessary. 

I  am  informed  that  six  gunboats  (partially  built)  and  the-York  River 
light-boat  were  destroyed  on  yesterday. 

I  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Thos.  S.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant^  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding. 
Captain  Wm.  Smith, 

Comdg,  JHv,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  York  River. 

Additional,  and  I  believe  reliable: 
General  Jonnston  and  General  Magruder  are  falling  back  to  Hanover 

Court-House,  [Va.],  13  miles  from  Richmond,  to  take  up  their  line  of 
defense  on  the  Chickahominy.  About  4,000  of  the  enemy  have  en- 

deavored to  cross  the  Mattapony  River  in  this  vicinity,  but  were  ])re- 
vented  by  the  presence  of  our  force,  and  they  are  pushing  farther  up 
the  county.    There  are  at  present  about  2,000  within  3  miles  of  us. 

Some  distance  back  inland,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  (during  the 
night),  we  observed  the  camp  fires  of  the  enemy,  extending  about  a 
mile  in  length. 

I  am,  respectfully, 
T.  S.  Phelps. 



u.  a.  s.  coRwiN, 
West  Point,  Tor*;  River,  Virginia,  May  J,  186S. 

blB:  I  respectfully  report  that  in  obedienc*  to  yoiir  order  of  the  1th 
ntaut,  acconipaDied  by  the  Currituck,  Captain  Shanklaiid,  I  proc«e<1cd 
p  York  River  at  full  spBed,  wliite  fla^s  beiii);  displayed  od  the  north 

batik  as  we  advanced;  when  near  King's  Greek,  discovered  a  company 
of  the  rebel  cavalry  on  the  soutlj  aiile  of  the  river,  who  were  driven  off 
by  our  shells,  and  it  is  believed  that  three  saddles  were  emptied.  Con- 

tinuing on,  discovered  Bigier's  Wharf  to  be  on  Are,  and  two  schooners, 
one  sloop,  and  a  launch,  loa'led  with  stores  and  officers*'  effects,  endeav- 

oring to  escape.  Succeeded  in  capturing  one  schooner  and  the  launch, 
when  the  others  were  abandoned  and  fired  by  the  rebels  and  were 
destroyed. 

Having  reached  the  town  of  Cappahosic,  where  white  Hags  were  dis- 
played, and  feeling  that  my  instructions  would  not  warrant  a  farther 

advance  to  the  westward,  I  turned  the  vessels  downtitreaui  intending 
to  secure  the  various  schooners  at  anchor  which  we  had  passed. 

After  capturing  a  small  sloop,  Oaplain  Patterson  arrived  and  direc^ted 
me  to  cover  his  steamer  while  he  made  a  reconnoissance  near  Vfest 
Point,  When  that  duty  was  accomplished  we  again  started  down  the 

river,  capturing  another  schooner,  and  when  nesir  Bigier's  Wharf  I 
met  the  Sebat/o,  Captain  Henry,  wJiu  delivere<l  your  iiistructions  to 
prevent  the  Cttrriluck  from  destroying  the  railroad  bridge,  which  doty 
I  was  enabled  successfully  to  accomplish. 
On  my  arrival  at  West  Point  at  9:30  p.  m.  Captain  Shanklaud 

rci>orted  that  he  had  landed,  taken  possesaiou,  and  hoisted  the  Ameri- 
can flag. 

Six  white  men  were  captured  ni  the  pri7.es;  one  I  retatne«l  to  act  as 
pilot  and  the  others  I  sent  t*i  yon  by  Captain  Henry,  as  they  had 
information  of  importance  to  commnnicate  which  1  deemed  uetessary 

^^^Jor  you  to  have  at  the  earliest  moment. 
^^^L         I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedieiit  servant, 

^^H  Tbouas  S.  Prblps, 
^^^B  Lievtenant,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commandini 

^^^m  Commander  Wm.  Smith,  U.  8.  Navy, 
^^^H  Vomdg.  Division  of  Korth  Atlantic  Blockading  Sijuadron, 

^^M  U.  S.  S.  WachmetL  J 

^^1  York  River,  Of  West  Point,  May  7,  l8f;3.  | 
^^V  SiK:  In  compliance  to  [with]  your  instructions  to  me.  May  i,  pH 
^^^  ceeded  up  the  "iork  River  and  anchored  at  5::J0  p.  ni.  of  the  same  dag 

off  West  Point  and  landed  with  two  boatx'  crewa  for  the  purpose  « 
hoisting  the  American  ensign  over  the  fort.  While  iu  the  act  of  hoifll 
ing  the  flag  the  female  jwrtiou  of  the  inhabitants  gave  vent  to  thai 
feelings  by  cheering. 

Beutamin  Robinson,  who  is  well  known  here  to  be  a  strong  rebl 
threate[ie<l  to  have  them  arrested  and  sent  to  Richmond,  and,  nsiii( 
other  language  disrespectful  to  the  flag,  1  had  him  arrested.  Wh«( 
in  presence  of  Paymaster  Yorke,  he  acknowledged  that  he  wat 
sionist,  and  would  be  a  damned  scoundrel  if  he  was  not;  also  that  fa 
came  to  West  Point  for  the  purpose  of  getting  what  information  I 

Id  about  the  IT.  S.  Army  and  Xavy  for  the  jiurpose  of  sending  it  ti 
rebel  Army.    The  said  Bobinaon  owns  a  farm  opposite  West  PoiH 

^
'
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on  the  south  shore,  which  place  has  been  a  rendezvous  for  the  enemy's 
pickets,  as  we  shelled  them  out  yesterday  morning.    I  therefore  con- 

sider it  my  duty  to  hold  the  said  Kobinson  for  your  decision. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Shankland, 
Acting  Master j  Commanding  U.  8.  Ounhoat  Currituck^ 

Commander  Wm.  Smith, 
Comma/nding  the  York  Biver  Expedition. 

[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

York  River,  Off  West  Point,  May  7, 186J2. 
Sir:  In  compliance  to  [with]  your  orders  to  me  of  May  6  to  proceed 

up  the  Pamunkey  Kiver  as  far  as  first  island  to  reconnoiter,  and  save 
wliat  property  1  might  find  which  was  in  possession  of  the  rebel  forces, 
1  beg  to  re[)ort  that  on  my  arrival  at  first  island,  at  G  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  I  found  some  twelve  to  twenty  schooners  sunk 
across  both  channels,  and  above  the  sunken  vessels  I  found  two  all 
ready  to  be  sunk,  but  not  having  time  to  sink  them  they  were  run 
ashore,  the  rebels  leaving  them  as  I  hove  in  sight.  I  got  them  off  and 
towed  them  to  this  anchorage;  they  are  named  the  American  Coaster 
and  the  Planter^  both  hailing  from  Yorktown. 

On  my  passage  up  I  found  that  they  had  burned  two  gunboats  on  the 
st4)cks  about  10  miles  above  West  Point  They  have  left,  apparently 
uninjured,  a  small  steam  engine  and  boiler;  also  a  quantity  of  timber 
and  lumber. 

I  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy,  or  anything  like  fortifications.  The 
channel  is  sufficiently  deep  for  any  of  the  gunboats.  With  one  stout 
tugboat  the  sunken  vessels  could  be  removed,  in  a  very  short  time, 
sufiicient  for  the  fieet  to  pass.  I  was  informed  by  a  contraband,  whom 
1  found  upon  the  island,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  rebels  to  sink 
some  fifteen  more  to-day. 

Hoping  that  this  will  meet  your  approbation,  I  am,  respectfuUy, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Shankland, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  V,  8.  Ounboat  Currituck. 

Commander  W.  Smith, 
Commanding  York  River  Expedition. 

Additional  report  of  Commander  Smith,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  attack  at  Weft  Point,  Ya. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
West  Point,  York  River,  May  12, 1862. 

SiB:  In  my  communication  of  the  7th  instant  I  informed  you  that  an 
attiick  had  been  made  on  that  day  on  the  left  fiank  of  our  army,  and 
that  our  vessels  shelled  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  was  posted  on  a 
hill  to  the  left,  forcing  them  to  retire  very  precipitately.  This  was  all 
that  we  could  see  from  the  ship.  I  have  since  learned  from  some  of 
the  army  ofiicers  engaged  in  the  aifair  that  the  shelling  from  our  ships 
was  very  destructive  to  the  enemy,  causing  them  to  retreat  so  rapidly 
that  they  left  many  of  their  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field;  indeed, 
many  of  them  give  the  credit  of  the  victory,  or  repulse,  to  the  ships, 
for  without  them,  they  say,  our  forces  could  not  have  withstood  the 
attack,  but  would  have  been  compelled  to  fiftll  back  on  the  camp. 
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On  the  Stli  inotniit  I  eent  tlie  ̂ fartltanza  nml  Vhimtra  with  Gt-m 
Franklin  inU)  the  raiiiunkey  ICiver  U>  search  lor  a  pla^e  siiittible  fc 

Iniidiiic  for  the  troops.    They  t'oitnil  what  the  fjonural  watitet), 
On  the  i>tb  Oeni-ral  Fruuklin  moved  up  the  Pauiunkey  \a  hU  dow 

landing,  accompanied  by  the  Maratama  and  MarblehffuL  In  the  attcr- 
noon  of  thi*  ssiine  day  General  Porter  informed  me  that  in  the  eveniiit; 
he  proposed  landing  a  small  force  on  the  West  Point  side  of  the  river, 
to  make  a  reconnoiasance  along  tlie  railroad.  I  sent  the  C'Aocum  with 
him.    They  returned  the  following  morning. 

On  the  loth,  Generals  Franklin,  Marcy,  and  Van  Vliet  came  on  board 
to  reciaest  me  Xo  uetid  up  the  Pamunkey  tu  make  a  re<tonn<>isMaiice 
toward  the  White  House,  at  the  crossing  of  the  VVest  Point  Kailruatl 
over  that  river.  I  sent  the  Choi^tm  and  tivhatjo  to  join  the  Marai'inza 
and  Marbleiuatl,  then  in  the  river,  to  [lerforui  th«'  duty.  Vesrerday 
morning,  the  Iltb,  the  Chontra  reached  the  White  lloune,  about  4.1 
mileH  by  water  from  here.  The  railroad  bridge  hail  been  destroyetl  by 
the  rebels.  An  advance  guard  of  our  troops  was  at  the  bridge,  ami 
the  Chficura  remains  there.  The  Marbleliead  stopped  and  remains  at 
t^uniberlatid  Landing,  at  the  ftwt  of  the  second  island.  The  Marntanza 
id  abont  14  miles  np  the  river  watching  the  railroad,  and  the  Si-haijo  in 
at  (leiieral  Franklin'^  landing.  Tbe  vessels  had  very  little  trouble  in 
getting  through  the  obstructions  which  had  been  placed  iu  the  river  by 
annlten  veasels. 

The  troops  do  not  like  to  move  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  rivers 
unless  avt-ompaiiied  by  a  gunboat,  and  we  accoiumoilate  them  as 
as  we  possibly  can. 

From  contnibands  and  others  we  learn  that  the  rebels  have  a  „ 
dread  of  the  ganboats.     A  divi^iou  of  4,0(XI  rebels  fn>m  Gloncesl 
traveled  np  the  Mattapony  nearly  40  miles  to  find  a  crossing,  rati 
Mian  collie  near  West  Point,  becaase  they  heard  that  some  of  the 
boats  wei'e  there. 
There  is  now  a  line  of  communication  between  this  point  and 

I 
 111  McClellau^s  headci

uarters.    Our  crews
  are  healthy. I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv Wm.  Smith, 

Com)iut«din{/  XT.  S.  S.  Witvhtisett. 

Flag-Offlcer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOROUGH, 

Vomdj),  North  Atlantic  BlockatUnff  Squnitnm,  Uamptim  lioml't, 

Navt  Dkpaetsient.  May  20,  ISGS. 

Sib:   It  has    been  8tate<I  iu  the  uewspapers   that   tlie  gnnhoalH 
ndtred  very  essential  aid  at  West  Point,  York  Kiver,  to  the  division 

of  General  Frankiin,  and  <:oot)eratetl  with  him  in  repelling  an  atbutk  nr' 
Ihu  enemy.    The  Department  has  received  no  official  information  of  the 

aH'air  and  wonid  emiuire  if  any  has  been  received  by  you,  ami  if  so, 
^^_th«  purport  of  it. 
^^^fa  I  am,  renpectlUlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^^1  CiDRON  Wrli.es. 

^^Hjlag-Oflteer  L.  M.  (}ot.DsnoRot-<iH. 

^^H  Hamjilou  f,'">iih,  Vhjiinia. 

4 
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Report  of  Plag-OiBosr  OdUUboroDgh,  IT.  8.  Ifvwj,  regudmg  operationi  in  York  Biyes 

XJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginiay  May  22, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  I  beg  leave 
to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  portion  of  a  dispatch*  from  Commander  Smith. 
This  is  all  the  official  information  I  have  on  the  operations  of  the  gun- 

boats at  West  Point,  York  Biver,  Virginia,  at  the  time  alluded  to. 
I  am,  very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FUig- Officer y  Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

ikcreftary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  0. 

Letter  from  Seoretaxy  of  Nsvy  to  Flag-Of&oer  Goldsboroiigh,  IT.  B.  Navy,  deiiriiig  report  of 
affiidr  at  Weft  Point  and  of  ezpeditUm  up  Pamiinkey  Biver  under  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Murray,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  May  23, 1862. 
Sir:  Before  acting  on  the  report!  of  Commander  Smith  acquainting 

the  Department  with  the  extraordinary  remissness  by  which  he  lost  three 
iinx>ortaut  officers  of  his  vessel,  the  Department  desires  the  report  of 
the  affair  at  West  Point,  where  the  gunboats  are  said  to  have  done 
good  service,  asked  for  on  the  20th  instant. 
The  Department  also  desires  a  rei)ort  of  the  expedition  up  the 

Pamnnkey  Biver  under  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray,  which  is 
printed  in  the  New  York  papers. 

Bespectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant,  Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offioer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Letter  from  FUj^^-Offleer  Ckddiboroiigh,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Seeretary  of  the  Navy,  oonoexning 
afEair  at  weit  Point,  and  traninnitting  report  of  expedition  np  Pamnnkey  Biver. 

U.  S.  Flaobhip  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  24, 1862. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  with  my  dispatch  Ko.  251 1  had  the  honor  to  send  to 
the  Department  a  copy  of  a  portion  of  a  dispatch  from  Commander 
Smith,  which  included  all  the  information  I  possessed  with  regard  to 
the  affair  of  the  7th  at  West  Point.  Herewith  I  transmit  a  second 
copy,  and  with  it  I  submit  the  following  brief  extract  from  a  dispatch, 
dated  May  7,  from  Oommander  Smith,  which  was  the  first  notice  I 
received  of  the  matter.    It  was  written  at  West  Point: 

A  boat  1  p.  m.  to-day  some  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  some  fieldpieoes  placed 
on  a  hill  on  the  left  flank  of  the  camp.  Our  vessels  immediately  commenced  shelling 
them,  and  in  a  few  minutes  they  reared,  no  damage  having  been  done  to  our  x>eoplo. 

I  also  transmit  herewith,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  yester- 
day, a  c>opy  of  a  report!  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray,  received 

yesterday  afternoon,  concerning  the  late  expedition  up  the  Pamnnkey 
Kiver. 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGn, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 

*For  full  didpatch  of  Commander  Smith,  see  pp.  315, 316. 
t  See  p.  393.  X  See  pp.  377, 378. 
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Letter  from  Lieatenmnt  Belfridge,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  lieateiuuit  Btevani,  IT.  8.  Navy,  Toqnettiag 
report  of  the  landing  of  Franklin's  divinon  at  Weet  Poin^  to  be  forwarded  to  flagotBoer. 

XJ.  8.  Flaoship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  EoadSj  May  J26, 1862, 

Dear  Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  disability  of  the  flag-officer  to 
write,  his  right  hand  being  disabled,  he  requests  me  to  say  that  be 
wishes  you  to  forward,  through  Cvonimander  Smith,  of  the  Wachuseit^ 
your  detailed  report  of  the  landing  of  Franklin's  division  of  the  Army of  the  Potomac  at  West  Point. 

He  wishes  all  the  information  in  your  possession  in  regard  to  the 
operations  of  our  vessels  at  that  point,  that  both  he  and  the  Depart- 

ment may  be  fully  cognizant  of  the  important  service  that  the  navy 
rendered  in  preventing  a  disastrous  check  to  our  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Thomas  O.  Selfridge, 

Flag-LieutenanU 
Thomas  H.  Stevens, 

Commanding  U,  8.  8.  Maratanzay  James  BiveVy  Virginia, 

Letter  firom  Commander  Smith,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Plag-Offioer  Goldsborongh,  IT.  S.  Navy,  forwaxding 
report  of  Lieutenant  Btevene,  U.  B.  Nayy. 

U.  8.  8.  Wachxjsett, 
City  Pointy  James  River j  May  29y  1862. 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  handed  to  me  to-day  by 
Lieutenant  Commandiug  T.  H.  Stevens,  of  the  CT.  S.  S.  Maratama. 
At  the  time  the  attack  referred  to  in  the  report  was  made  by  the  rebel 
forces  on  General  Franklin's  division  this  ship  was  anchored  ofif  the 
lower  part  of  the  landing;  the  Chocura  was  above,  near  the  month  of 
the  Pamunkey;  the  Sebago  was  getting  underway  from  the  upper  part 
of  the  anchorage  to  accompany  the  Corwin  up  the  Mattapony,  and  the 
Maratanza  and  Marblehead  were  a  short  distance  below,  on  their  way 
from  Queen's  Creek,  the  latter  aground,  and  the  former  assisting  in  get- 

ting her  afloat.  I  made  signals  to  the  Cnrritu<ik  to  go  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Marbleheady  and  to  the  8ebago  and  Maratanza  to  take  a  position  near 
this  ship.  The  enemy  were  seen  with  fieldpieces  on  a  hillside  firing  at 
our  troops,  who  were  hid  from  our  sight  by  intervening  woods.  A  few 
discharges  of  shells  from  the  Wa^ihusett,  Maratanzay  and  Sebago 
silenced  the  enemy  and  drove  them  hastily  from  their  position,  saving 
our  army,  as  I  have  understood  from  army  ofiicers,  from  total  defeat. 

It  seems  that  the  gunboats  rendered  a  much  more  imx>ortant  service 
to  the  army  than  we  on  board  were  at  the  time  aware  of,  and  I  only 
reported  that  an  attack  had  been  made  on  General  Franklin's  forces  by 
the  rebels,  who  were  shelled  by  the  gunboats  and  dispersed,  as  that 
was  all  that  could  be  seen  from  the  ship. 
Had  I  known  at  the  time  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  the  gun- 

boats, I  would  have  reported  it,  as  a  knowledge  of  it  might  have  been 
of  some  advantage  to  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U»  8.  8.  Wa^hnsett. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Boads, 
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[Endonement.] 

May  31, 1862. 
I  beg  to  forward  these  reports  with  regard  to  the  very  essential 

service  afforded  by  onr  gunboats  in  York  Kiver  in  assisting  our  army 
when  attacked  at  West  Point.    They  have  but  just  come  to  hand. 

Very  respectfully, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  Navy, 

Washingtanj  D.  0. 

[Endoeoro.] 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 
Off  West  Point,  May  7, 1862. 

Sir:  About  11: 15  this  morning,  hearing  the  sound  of  heavy  firing  in 
the  rear  of  this  place,  I  proceeded  on  board  the  Wachusett  for  the  pur- 

pose of  finding  means  to  join  my  command,  which  I  had  passed  on  my 
way  to  report  to  you  and  to  receive  your  instructions. 

About  half  past  11  General  Franklin  telegraphed  for  the  assistance 
of  the  gunboats,  stating  that  he  was  attacked  by  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  and  wanted  immediate  supi)ort.  At  this  time  the  Maratanza 
was  anchored  about  2^  miles  below,  engaged  in  towing  off  the  Mar- 
hlehead. 

Eeceiving  your  orders  to  go  aboard  the  Maratanza  and  bring  the 
vessel  into  action,  I  proceeded  at  once  in  your  gig  for  this  purpose. 
Immediately  upon  getting  on  board  I  weighed  anchor,  cleared  for 
action,  and,  when  abreast  of  and  as  close  to  the  position  of  the  enemy  as 
we  could  get,  I  opened  fire  with  the  100-pounder  Parrott,  about  which 
time  the  Sehago  also  opened.  The  fire  was  kept  up  for  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  (this  vessel  remaining  underway)  with  terrible  and 
telling  effect  upon  the  enemy,  whose  fire  soon  began  to  slacken,  and 
they  commenced  retreating.    At  2 :  22  p.  m.  ceas^  firing  and  anchored. 

It  is  the  generally  received  opinion,  so  I  gather  from  the  officers  and 
men  composing  General  Franklin's  command,  that  the  accurate  and 
destructive  fire  of  the  gunboats  was  greatly  instrumental  in  saving  the 
army  from  serious  reverse  and  disaster.  I  found  the  use  of  the  army 
signals  on  this  occasion  invaluable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
T,  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Commander  Wm.  Smith, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  8.  Wachusetty  and  8enior  Officer  Present. 

Order  of  Flag-Offioer  Gdldiborongh,  IT.  B.  Navy,  to  lieateiuuit  Fholpt,  IT.  B.  Navy,  to  ftandih 
partiealftn  rsgardiiig  oaptuM  made  by  the  IT.  8.  8.  Corwin. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  EoadSy  May  J26y  1862. 

Sm:  The  flag-officer  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  the  inventory  he 
has  received  of  the  prizes  captured  by  the  Corwin  May  4  and  5  and 
turned  over  to  the  Young  America  is  not  sufficient. 

He  wishes  forwarded  to  him  the  fall  particulars  relating  to  the 
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(mptnrp  of  the  same,  how  and  wtiore  captured,  tho  i;ii'cutnstauc»ii,  their 
destination  at  the  time,  persona  and  papers  found  on  board,  etc. 

The  flas-oflicer  ia  unable  to  write,  from  a  disabled  hand. 
Very  reaijeetfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Thus.  O.  Sblfridob, 
Flag- Lieutenant. 

Lieutenant  Thus.  |S.]  Phelps. 
Covimanding  U.  S.  S.  Goricin. 

Bepon  of  lieaUaaDt  Fbalpi,  V.  E,  ITav7.  oommuidiiiK  n.  8,  8.  Corwin,  regardingpiiiM  oaptu 
in  Tork  SlTsr,  Tirginia. 

U.  S.  S.  CnawiN, 
West  Point,  Va.,  .htve  ,^.  1802. 

Sia:  In  regard  to  the  prizes  delivered  to  the  I'ouiii;  America,  I  have rcRpectfully  to  rejMtrt  that  tlie  schooiier  IHreeler  was  caittiired  by  this 
vessel  on  the  4tli  iilttnio(tho  PurWdM-A^iii  company,  about  1  mile  astern) 
above  Bi[<;ler'H  Wharf  and  9  miles  above  Gloui^ester  Point.  She  had 
on  board  one  white  boy  and  seven  iiei^roes,  and  was  loaded  with  the 

eff'ei'ts  of  Captain  J.  H.  White,  aasistiuit  i|uartenn aster- g;eneral,  C.  S. Army.  At  the  time  of  her  uapturu  she  was  endeavoring  to  reach  West 
Point,  Va.,  and  on  the  appearance  of  this  vessel  Oaplaiu  White  returned 
to  the  wharf,  set  tire  to  it  in  three  placea,  and  escaped  by  land. 

The  launch  marked  U.S.  brig  IMphin  wiis  captured  near  the  village 
of  Cappahosic,  about  10  miles  from  OIouceKter  Point,  while  escaping 
to  the  north  shore,  She  was  loaded  with  commissary  stores  and  the 
effects  of  (ieneral  Itains,  C.  S.  Army,  She  bad  on  board  one  commis- 
Bury,  one  clerk  to  (MJinuiissiiry  (late  steward  on  the  Virginia),  and  tliree 
soldieis  belonging  to  the  Lonisiaua  Volunteers.  They  tore  up  and 
tlirew  overboard  their  papero  before  we  conid  get  to  them.  The  pris- 

oners were  sent  in  the  prices  and  the  Sebago  to  Yorktown. 
At  the  time  of  the  above  captures  the  guard  boat  General  ,Seott  and 

sloop  Champion,  loaded  with  muskets  and  army  stores,  were  flrecl  and 
abandoned  by  their  crews,  they  escaping  to  the  shore. 

The  aliMjp  ir«/e»-  Witch  belonged  to  the  Confederate  States  and  was 
called  Captain  T.  J.  Page's  flagship;  was  abandoned  on  the  evening  of 
the  4th  of  May,  on  the  arrival  of  the  guuboatti  at  this  place,  and  w;is 

seized  on  the  fith  by  the  Coriein^tt  boat  at  Mrs,  Brooks's  I'ann,  on  tho 
north  shore  of  the  Maltapony  Kiver,  near  West  Point,  Va.  The  Vurri- 
tuck  was  in  company  at  the  time. 

The  long  gig  was  nei^-ed  at  West  Point  by  the  Gurritucf:, 

The  schooners  American  Goaaltr  and  I'lanler,  loaded  with  dirt  and 
ready  for  sinking  by  the  rebels,  were  captured  by  the  Vurritttck  on  the 
7th  or  sth  of  May  on  the  Paaiunkey  Kiver  above  Cumberland, 

On  the  arrival  of  the  yoM«i7  America  for  them  I  had  the  dirt  removed 
and,  by  your  order,  loaded  Avith  iron  and  timber  taken  from  the  navy 
yard  at  this  place. 

At  the  time  the  Hrat  three  priKeri  mentioned  in  the  report  were  cap- 
tured the  vessels  comitosing  the  York  Kiver  Squadron,  not  named,  were 

«ff  Yorktown. 
I  respectfully  enclose  a  complotti  list  of  the  ultlcers  and  crow  of  this 

Hteamer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 
T.  S.  Phki.I'S, 

Lieutenant,  t'omviatiding,  U.  S.  Nney. 
Fhig-Ofticer  L.  M.  Goldbborodoh,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Vomiig.  Xurth  Alluntiv  liloakading  HqaaAroHf  ilamiiUiii  lloaili. 
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[Endorsement.] 

July  12, 1862. 
The  sloop  Water  Witch,  quite  a  small  affair,  is  at  the  Norfolk  navy 

yard,  and  leaks  so  badly  that  until  partially  repaired  she  can  not  be 
sent  away  from  there. 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 

Order  from  FU^-Offloer  Goldsberongh,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  Acting  Kaster  Bhankland,  IT.  B.  Navy, 
eommaadixig  U.  B.  B.  Curxitaek,  denring  parttonlan  of  prizes  oaptored  in  Tork  Biver, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  26 j  1862. 

SiB:  The  fla^-officer  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  the  inventory  he 
has  received  of  the  prizes  captured  by  the  Currituck  May  8  and  turned 
over  to  the  Young  America  is  not  suflttcient. 

He  wishes  forwarded  to  him  the  full  particulars  relating  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  same;  how  and  where  captured,  the  circumstances,  their 

destination  at  the  time,  persons  or  papers  found  on  board,  etc. 
The  flag-officer  is  unable  to  write,  from  a  disabled  hand. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Flag- Lieutenant. 
Acting  Master  W.  F.  Shankland,  Jr., 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Currituck. 

Beport  of  Aetiag  Matter  Shankland,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TT.  B.  B.  Corritack,  regarding 
prizes  captured. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Currituck, 

Pamunkey  River j  June  6*,  1862. 
SrR :  Your  letter  dated  May  26  is  received.  With  regard  to  the  cap- 

ture of  prizes  made  by  me  on  the  7th  of  May,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that 
I  received  orders  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  from  Captain  Smith  to 
proceed  up  the  Pamunkey  Kiver  as  far  as  the  first  island  to  capture,  if 
possible,  a  number  of  schooners  lying  at  that  point  filled  with  sand  and 
stone  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  them  iicross  the  channels,  there  being 
a  channel  on  each  side  of  the  island. 

I  left  the  anchorage  at  West  Point  at  6  p.  m.  and  anchored  2  miles 
below  the  Ked  Bluff,  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  go  farther  that  night. 
At  4 :3()  a.  m.  got  underway  and  ran  up  to  the  island,  where  we  arrived 
at  6 :  30  a.  m.  I  there  found  some  ten  to  twelve  schooners  sunk  and  two 
afloat  about  100  yards  above  the  sunken  ones.  I  sent  the  first  and 
second  cutters  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hale,  executive  officer,  to  bring  them 
out. 

They  proved  to  be  the  American  Coaster  and  the  Planter.  On  one 
was  bent  mainsail,  foresail,  and  jib,  and  the  other  mainsail  and  jib. 

I  had  a  thorough  search  made,  but  nothing  was  to  be  found  on  board. 
The  above  schooner  hailed  from  Yorktown. 

From  a  contraband  on  the  island  I  learned  that  these  two  schooners 

were  to  be  sunk  with  the  rest,  and  that  the  rebels  were  coming  ofl' 
N  w  B — vol  7   21 
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when  1  hove  in  eight.  They  bad  been  sinking  the  vessels  up  to  C 

o'clock  that  morniug.  The  party  was  iu  charge  of  a  cajitain  of  the 
rebel  Army. 

1  left  the  ialaiid  with  both  scliooiiem  in  tow  at  7  a.  m.  and  arriveil  at 

West  Point  at  10:15  a.  ui.,  and  repoi-ted  immediately  U>  the  senior 
officer,  Captaiii  Smith. 

Very  respectliiliy,  yonr  obedient  servaut, 
W.  F.  Shahkland, 

Acting  Master,  Comwianding  U.  S.  S.  Currituck, 
Flag-OfScer  L.  M.  (Ioldsbobodqu, 

Comdg.  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  RoaiU. 
"  '*"™""'**  jtiLY  12,  1862. 

The  Planter  was  subsequently  given  up  to  her  owner  iu  consequence 
of  his  Union  sentiments  and  valuable  serviceK  to  our  vessels  up  the 
York  aud  Tamunkey  rivers. 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOHOUOH, 

FlagO^cer. 

Report  of  Fla^-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S,  2favy,  of  movements  of  the 
V.  a,  S.  Virginia  { Merrimack). 

U,  S.  Flagship  MtmiESOTA, 
ffampton  Boada,  Virginia,  May  5, 18GS. 

Sir:  Yesterday  afternoon,  between  1  aud  2  o'clock,  the  Merrimack 
came  down  and  unoboredjust  inside  of  Seweirs  Point,  and  alter  remain- 

ing there  a  few  hours  she  went  back  and  anchored  off  Craney  Island, 
where  she  now  lies  with  her  steam  np.  Sbe  was  accompanied  by  only 
one  small  tug. 

The  precise  objet^t  of  her  muveiuents  it  is  diflicult  to  divine,  but  one 
point  with  her,  1  think,  is  to  watch  .Inmes  River,  up  which  she  can  go 
as  high  as  Hog  Island,  if  not  still  higher;  or,  in  other  words,  some  50 
or  00  miles  or  more. 

She  may  attempt  to  force  her  way  to  York  River,  and  be  now  only 
waiting  for  the  opjiortunity  of  her  choice  to  occur.  To  get  there,  with 
the  number  of  vessels  now  engagod  in  transporting  our  troops,  pro- 

visions, guns,  etc.,  np  to  West  Poiut.  [Va.],  would  be  very  disadvan- 
tageous to  us,  and  this,  of  course,  is  welt  known  to  the  enemy. 

Bnmor  places  our  gunboats  detuiled  for  York  River  as  being  already 

oft'  West  Poiut,  and  onr  army  ns  having  already  advanced  to  the 
Obickahominy.  I  have  uothing  more  reliable  up  to  this  hour  to  com- 
municate. 

I  beg  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  onlered  1,000  tons  of 
coal  to  be  deposited  ftt  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  also  a  sopply  of  provisions, 
clothing,  aud  stores  for  the  use  of  our  vessels  blookadiug  olf  Wilming- 

ton, N.  C,  and  have  given  orders  to  those  vessels  to  go  to  Beaufort 
hereafter  for  those  articles,  and  not  to  come  here  unless  absolutely 
necessary.  The  State  I'f  Georgia  and  Chippeiea  1  have  ordered  to  leave 
Ueanfort  and  go  off  Wilmington. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  year  obedient  servant, 
1..    M.    OOLDSBOBOUCH, 

Flag-Officer,  Vomdg.  Xorth  Atlantic  lilockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  OiiJEiiN  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Xapg,  Waxfiinijton,  It.  (', 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Braine^  (T.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  JS.  8,  Monticello^ 
of  in/of  mation  received  from  two  deserters  from  Fort  Caswell^  N.  0, 

U.  S.  S.  MONTICELLO, 

Off  Wilmington^  JN^.  C,  May  5, 1862. Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  ou  the  night  of  the  29th 
of  April  two  soldiers  of  the  rebel  Army,  names,  Henry  Garwood  and 
George  Henri,  privates,  desertt'd  from  Fort  Caswell  and  came  off  to 
this  ship.  They  gave  mo  the  following  information  relative  to  the  rebel 
forces  at  this  place:  In  Fort  Caswell  there  are  between  550  and  600 
men;  they  have  received  lately  in  the  fort  6,000  pounds  bacon,  200 
barrels  Hour,  and  other  provisions.  The  fort  mounts  36  guns  in  all ;  4 
of  them  are  caiTonades  placed  so  as  to  rake  the  moat  (which  has  5  feet 
depth  of  water  in  it).  The  guns  in  barbette  are  30  in  number;  6  are 
rifle  guns  and  look  toward  the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  and  with  these 
are  4  8-inch  columbiads  looking  in  the  same  direction.  The  balance  of 
the  guns  are  light  32  and  24  pounders. 

In  and  about  the  fort  at  Federal  Point,  New  Inlet  entrance,  are  2,000 
men,  the  greater  portion  of  them  in  camp  about  4  miles  to  the  north- 

ward of  Federal  Point. 
At  Smith ville  there  are  6  companies  of  artillery  and  6  fleldpieces. 

The  guns  in  earthwork  at  Kew  Inlet  are  24  in  number;  of  their  class 
and  caliber  I  have  no  information.  These  deserters  inform  me  that  the 
steamer  Na^hville^  now  called  the  William  L,  Wragg^  and  sailing  under 
English  colors,  ran  in  at  New  Inlet  on  the  26th  of  April;  while  doing 
so  she  struck  on  the  bar  and  lay  there  twenty-eight  hours,  during 
which  time  a  portion  of  her  cargo  was  taken  out  by  five  tugs  which 
went  to  her  assistance.  They  state  that  while  she  lay  on  the  bar  the 
U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Jamestown  came  to  within  about  3  or  4  miles  of  her 
and  then  stood  offshore.  The  Nashville  is  reported  by  them  to  be 
injured,  having  her  i)ort  wheelhouse  stove  in,  and  that  she  was  towed 
up  to  Wilmington. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  L.  Braine, 

Lieutenantj  Commanding  U,  S,  S.  Monticello. 

Flag-Ofticer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Norfolkj  Va. 

[Telegram.] 

Hbadquabtebs  Department  Potomac,  May  5, 1862. 
Sir:  Your  communication*  of  to-day  just  received.  West  Point  is 

not  occupied  by  the  enemy,  so  that,  important  as  it  is  to  me  ti>  send  ves- 
sels up  James  Eiver,  of  course  defer  to  your  judgment.  I  will  commu- 

nicate further  after  I  return  firom  the  front. 
Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- OeneraL 
Flag-Oflacer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads. 
•Not  fouii  I. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  yavyj  recommending  YorJctown  a«  a  good  place  for  a  navy  yard* 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Koads,  Virginiay  May  6*,  186:2. 
Sir  :  I  would  beg  to  say  to  the  Departmeut  that,  in  my  humble  jadg- 

ment,  Yorktown  is  a  very  much  better  place  for  a  navy  yard  than 
Gosport,  Va.  lu  many  respects  it  affords  singular  advantages  for  the 
purpose.  I  mention  this  thus  early,  in  case  the  Department  should 
have  occasion  to  turn  its  attention  to  the  subject  of  locating  another 
dockyard  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  or  in  case  it  should  wish  to 
establish  any  shops  there  for  present  ends. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Fl<ig0ffi4}erj  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy^  Waahington^  D.  C. 

Report  of  Flag -Officer  Qoldshoroughy  U,  S.  Navy^  regarding  movements  of 
United  States  vesselis  in  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  6, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Port  Royal  arrived  here  this  morning.  Agree-ably  to  your  instructions 
of  May  2, 1  shall  dispatch  the  Octorara  immediately  for  Ship  Island. 

I  shall  also  dispatch  the  Bra^iliera  immediately,  now  that  she  has 
men  on  board  in  place  of  those  who  belonged  to  the  Cumberland^  for 
Port  Royal.    Both  vessels  ̂ vill  leave  this  afternoon, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROITGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg,  Xorth  Atla7itic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  <f  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Letter  from  Fla{/- Officer  Goldshorough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding 
officers  of  vessels  of  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  regarding 
the  enlistment  of  contrabands  for  the  naval  service. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  6, 1862. 

Sir:  The  approach  of  the  hot  and  sickly  season  upon  the  southern 
coast  of  the  United  States  renders  it  imperative  that  every  precaution 
should  be  used  by  the  officers  commanding  vessels  to  continue  the 
excellent  sanitary  condition  of  their  crews.  The  large  number  of  per- 

sons known  as  c<mtrabands  flocking  to  the  protection  of  the  United 
States  tiag  attbrds  lin  opportunity  to  i>rovide  in  every  department  of  a 
ship,  especially  for  boats'  crews,  acclimated  labor.  The  commanding 
officers  under  my  command  are  retpured  to  obtain  the  services  of  these 
X)ersons  for  the  country  by  enlisting  them  freely  in  the  Navy,  with 
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their  consent,  ratinjj  them  as  boys  at  $8,  $9,  or  $10  per  month  and  one 
ration.  Let  a  montlily  return  be  made  of  the  number  of  this  class  of 
persons  employe<l  on  board  the  vessel  under  your  command. 

L.'M.   GOLDSBOUOUGH, 
Flag-  Officer. 

Commanding  Officers  of  Vessels  of  the 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Letter  from  Commander  Rotcan^  U,  S.  N^avy^  to  Major- General  Parke^ U.  aS.  Army,  requesting  the  return  of  a  naval  detail  serving  on  the  steamer 
North  State  and  launches. 

IT.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  Neic  Berne,  May  6,  1862. 

My  Dear  General:  I  am  greatly  in  want  of  my  i>eople  now  serv- 
ing with  you  in  the  North  State  and  in  the  launches. 

I  hope  you  will  send  them  to  me  as  soon  as  x>ossible,  as  some  of  my 
vessels  are  without  guns'  crews. 

If  the  launches  can't  come  through  the  canal,  I  will  send  the  JEllis 
for  them.  I  send  the  two  captains  of  guns,  who  will  take  charge  of  the 
launches  and  bring  them  up  with  the  coast  guard  |)eople  belonging  to 
the  Hunchback  and  Southfield. 

Hoping  to  see  you  soon  and  congratulate  you  on  your  splendid  suc- 
cess, I  am  truly,  yours,  etc., 

S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Major-General  Parke, 
Commanding  at  Netc  Berne,  N.  C, 

[TelAgram.] 

Washington,  May  n^  iS62. 
The  Norwegian  corvette  JNTorrter  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Hampton 

Boads  with  the  Norwegian  minister  on  board.  Has  she  yet  arrived? 
If  not,  telegraph  me  when  she  does,  and  infonn  the  commander  that 
the  Norwegian  minister  will  visit  him  at  Hampton  Roads. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Washington,  May  a,  isos. 
I  have  received  the  following  dispatch  from  New  York  : 
The  Xa»hriUe  in  in  Wilmington.     One  of  her  jinssengerH  in  here.     The  ]>olice  are 

nfU'T  him. (;.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 
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[Telegram.] 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads^  May  7, 186J2. 

The  Norwegian  sloop  of  war  arrived  in  these  roads  this  morning  at 
10  o'clock.    The  message  to  her  commander  has  been  delivered. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FlagOJficer. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy, 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Departiment, 
Washington^  May  7,  1862. 

The  Department  desires  you  to  afford  every  possible  aid  to  tl* 
movements  of  General  McGlellan,  and  endeavor  to  harass  the  retreat 
of  the  rebels  whenever  they  can  be  reached  by  gunboats. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 

Flag-Oflftcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Hampton  Roa^, 

Order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldshoroughj 
U.  S.  Navyj  regarding  the  sending  of  gunboats  up  the  James  River. 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  7, 1862. 

Sir:  Major-General  McGlellan  telegraphs  that  he  has  ascertained  by 
a  reconnoissance  that  the  battery  at  Jamestown  has  beeu  abandoned, 
and  he  again  requests  that  gunboats  may  be  sent  up  the  James  River. 

If  you  have  tolerable  confidence  that  you  can  successfully  contend 
with  the  Merrimack  without  the  help  of  the  Galena  and  two  accompa- 

nying gunboats,  send  the  Galena  and  two  gunboats  up  the  James  Eiver 
at  once. 

Please  report  your  action  on  this  to  me  at  once.    I  shall  be  found  at 
General  Wool's  headquarters. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
A.  Lincoln. 

Flag-Officer  (Goldsborough. 

Letter  from  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough^ 
U.  S.  Navy  J  regarding  the  Hendingof  gunboats  up  the  James  River. 

May  7,  1802. 
Dear  Coisimodore  :  The  President  has  read  me  the  note  he  has 

addressed  to  you.    Should  it  result  in  your  sending  the  Galenaj  as  indi- 
cated, may  I  ask  the  favor,  unless  you  think  it  really  injudicious,  of 

letting  the  Stevens  [NaugatucJc]  go  with  the  Galena. 
Yours,  truly, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldshoroughj  U.  8.  iVary,  to  ths  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury^  regarding  the  sending  of  gunboats  up  the  James  River. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads^  Virginia j  May  7, 1862 — 9: 30  p.  m. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  really  do  think  it  injudicious,  for  various  reasons 
which  I  will  explain  to  you  hereafter,  to  send  the  Stevens  with  the 
Galena^  but,  if  you  insist  upon  it,  of  course,  she  shall  go. 

Most  truly  and  faithfully,  yours, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 
Fortress  Monroe, 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsboroughj  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  RodgerSj 
U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  TJ.  S.  S,  Galena,  to  proceed  with  gunboats  up 
the  James  River, 

U.  S.  Feagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roa^f,  May  7, 1862. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Galena,  AroostooJc,  and  Port  Royal  up  the 
James  Eiver,  and  with  them  do  all  that  may  be  in  your  power  to  assist 
the  army  under  the  command  of  Major-General  McClellan,  and  endeavor 
to  harass  the  retreat  of  the  rebels  wherever  they  can  be  reached. 
Inform  the  commanders  of  the  Aroostook  and  Port  Royal  that  it  is  my 
orders  they  accompany  you  with  their  respective  vessels,  and  act 
implicitly  under  your  instructions.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  that  the  expedition  should  start  at  once,  to-night. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  highly  important  duty  I,  of  course,  leave  all 
details  entirely  to  your  own  discretion,  in  which  I  have  every  confi- 
dence. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FlagOffi^cer. 
Commander  John  Rodgers, 

U,  S.  S.  Galena,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  • 

Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fla^g-Officer  Golds* 
borough,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  in  regard  to  C.  S.  S.  Virginia 
(Merrim^ick). 

Private.]  Navy  Department,  May  7, 1862. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Do  you  think  it  is  true  about  the  Nashville  f  Isher- 

wood  and  Lenthall  say  the  Merrimack  must  draw  22  to  24  feet  of  water. 
She  drew  17  launched,  and  at  19  the  top  of  her  screw  would  be  3  inches 
above  water.  Yet  she  has  got  a  deck  above  it,  and  that  deck  is  under 
water.  By  the  chart  I  see  3J  fathoms  can  only  be  carried  5  miles 
above  Newport  News,  and  18  feet  to  Chickahoniiny,  about  33  miles 
above.  The  news  from  McClellan  is  that  the  enemy  are  retreating 
along  James  River,  being  afraid  of  the  other  side,  which  is  covered  by 
our  gunboats.  I  saw  all  the  defenses  of  Yorktown,  and  am  satisfied 
that  if  Missroon  had  pushed  by  with  a  couple  of  gunboats  the  Navy 
would  have  had  the  credit  of  driving  the  army  of  the  rebels  out,  besides 
immortality  to  himself. 
Yorktown  altogether  had  but  fifty  guns,  and  none  pointing  up  river. 

The  water  batteries  on  both  sides  were  insignificant,  and,  according  tK^ 



328        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

all  our  naval  conflicts  thus  far,  could  have  been  passed  at  rdght  with 
impunity.  As  Johnston  wrote  Davis,  they  magnified  their  defenses 
and  humbugged  us. 

Truly,  yours,  G.  V.  Fox^ 

Flag-OfiBcer  L.  M.  Goldsbohough, 
Hampton  Roads.  \ 

Report  of  Commander  Greeny  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U,  S,  ship  James* 
towHy  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads  for  supplies  and 
repairs. 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Jamestown, 
Hampton  RoadSy  Virginiay  May  8y  1862. 

JSiu :  I  respectfully  report  the  return  of  this  ship  from  the  blockade 
of  Wilmington,  N.  G.,  for  supplies,  and  beg  leave  to  mention  the  wants 
of  the  ship  in  other  respects.  The  rudder  pintles  appear  to  be  much 
worn,  requiring  examination.  Both  decks  and  upper  works  require 
calking.  The  catheads  arejreported  decayed,  also  the  half  ports.  The 
force  pumps  on  the  berth  deck  and  the  donkey  engine  tequire  repairs. 
We  are  deficient  two  bower  anchors,  one  first  cutter,  and  three  cap- 

stan bars. 
The  ship  has,  with  scarcely  any  intermission,  been  employed  for  the 

past  eleven  months  on  blockading  service,  during  which  time  the  crew 
liave  not  been  allowed  liberty  and  several  are  at  present  on  the  sick 
list  with  scurvy.  We  are  short  of  our  original  complement  9  men,  and 
there  are  8  who  were  sent  in  the  prize  brig  Intended y  and  11  whose  time 
of  service  expires  during  the  present  month,  so  that  on  the  1st  of  Jane 
we  shall  be  short  28  men,  besides  2  upon  whom  a  medical  survey  will 
be  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, Chas.  Green, 
Commander. 

Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsbohough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrony  Hampton  Roads. 

[Telegram.] 
Navy  Department, 

Washington^  via  Cherry stonCy  May  8,  1862. 

The  Department  considers  it  imperative  that  you  should  send  a  divi- 
sion of  gunboats  up  James  Kiver,  accompanied  by  the  iron  vessel 

Galena, 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Hampton  Roads. 

Engagement  of  Federal  vessels  with  Confederate  batteries  in  the  James 
River y  May  8y  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Bodgen,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Ckdena. 

U.  S.  S.  Galena, 
Off  Hog  Islandy  May  9y  1862. 

Sir  :  We  fought  two  batteries  yesterday,  each  of  about  a  dozen  guns. 
We  silenced  the  first  one  at  Itock  Wharf,  but  finding  that  we  were 

expending  too  many  shells  ui>on  tlie  second  at  Mother  Tynes'  BluflP,  I 
/jf/t  the  &alefta  abmw  of  it  aa  clo&e  9A  the  pilot  could  take  her,  in  good 
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5-8econd  range,  and  disconcerted  tho  aim  of  the  rebels  while  the 
Aroostook  and  Port  Royal  ran  by.  No  one  in  any  of  the  vessels  hnrt; 
vessels  not  injured.  The  Yorktown  and  Jamestown,  lying  between  these 
batteries,  moved  up  the  river  as  we  approached,  and  they  disappeared. 
We  ran  aground  yesterday,  and  are  still  unable  to  get  off.  I  hope  to  do 
[so]  this  evening.  The  pilots  say  the  channel  marks  have  been  misplaced. 

I  will  write  a  fuller  account. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Eodgers, 
Commander, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Additional  report  of  Commander  Bodg^n,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Oalena. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Galena, 
Jamestown  Island,  May  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  8th  instant  we  offered  battle 
to  two  batteries  of  about  ten  guns  each,  some  of  the  guns  heavy  ritied, 
and  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown  gunboats. 

As  we  approached  the  batteries  which  we  silenced,  the  rebel  boats 
lying  between  them  moved  up  the  river. 

After  this  vessel  had  passed  and  repassed  the  second  battery  seven 
times  in  all,  as  closely  as  the  pilot  could  carry  us,  the  Oalena  laid  still, 
abreast  its  guns,  while  the  Aroostook  and  Fort  Royal  ran  by;  she  was 
thus  able  so  to  disconcert  the  aim  of  the  rebel  artillerists  that  our 
boats  escaped  a  shot. 

None  of  the  pilots  have  been  up  the  river  within  a  year;  since  then 
the  channel  marks  have  been  altered. 

Off  Hog  Island  the  Galena  ran  aground.  In  attempting  to  work  her 
off  the  engine  stopped,  the  pipes  having  been  filled  with  sand  and 
pieces  of  wood. 

The  ii^jection  water  is  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  near  the 
keel,  and  thus  in  working  the  engine  while  aground,  the  condenser 
becomes  filled  with  mud,  and  the  valves  choked  with  whatever  com- 

poses the  bottom. 
In  consequence  of  not  being  able  to  use  our  own  steam,  and  of  hav- 

ing grounded  at  high  tide,  notwithstanding  constant  labor  and  assist- 
ance, we  remained  thirty-six  hours  on  the  bottom. 

This  morning  we  ran  up  the  river  as  far  as  Upper  Brandon,  and  found 
everything  clear.    We  returned  here  to  communicate. 

Harrison's  Bar  has  upon  it  at  high  tide  only  14  feet  water,  through 
a  very  crooked  and  narrow  channel.  I  regard  it  as  inevitable  that  we 
shall  get  aground  in  passing  this  bar.  We  can  not  use  the  engine  when 
we  do  so.  The  Aroostook  and  Port  Royal  will  not  be  able,  together,  to 
resist  the  five  gunboats  which  are  above  us. 

I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  request  that  about  three  or  four  gun- 
boats may  be  sent  to  reenforce  ns,  so  as  to  engage  the  enemy  with 

assurance  of  success  while  we  shall  be  paralyzed  in  ])assing  the  shoal 

water.  • 
Jamestown  Island  is  a  good  point  to  send  ammunition  to.     It  is  about 

7  miles  from  Williamsburg,  and  the  road  is  very  good. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Kodgers, 
Commander^ 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboroikjh, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  BlocfccwUmj  S<[uaATou^ 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Mansfield^  U.  8.  Army^  to  Major-Oeneral 
Wool,  U,  8.  Armyy  announcing  surrender  of  the  steam  tug  John  B. 
White. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  8, 1862. 

The  rebel  steam  tag  John  B.  White  has  just  come  in  to  deliver  her- 
self up.  I  sent  her  iu  charge  of  a  guard  to  you  immediately;  the  cap- 
tain will  give  you  much  information. 

Norfolk  is  being  evacuated  and  the  people  represented  friendly.  The 
Merrimack  is  still  commanded  by  Tattnall,  and  has  orders  to  ran  either 
for  the  York  or  James  Kiver. Mansfield, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral, 
Major-General  Wool. 

Engagement  with  8ewelVs  Point  battery  May  8,  1862. — Appearance  of 
the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia  (Merrimack)  tn  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Flag-Offioer  Ooldsborough,  V.  8.  Navy,  reqnestiiig  infiKr- 
mation. 

Headquabtebs  Department  op  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  9, 1862. 

Sir:  The  President  instructs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  desires  an 
immediate  report  upon  your  operations  yesterday  specifying — 

First.  What  instructions  were  given  by  you  to  your  officers,  respec- 
tively. 

Second.  What,  if  anything,  was  accomplished  by  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwin  M.  Stanton. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  in  Hampton  Roads. 

[Telegram.] 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  9, 1862. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  transmit  the  following  telegram  to 
you  for  publication. 

Respectfully,  yours, 
Thomas  T.  Eckert, 

Assistant  8uperintendent  U.  8.  Military  Telegraph. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

[  Enclosure.— Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  'May  9,  1862. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  communication  just  received  from  the  Hon.  Edwin 

M.  Stanton,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  instructions  I  gave  yester- 
day to  the  officers  commanding  the  several  vessels  detailed  to  open  fire 

upon  SewelPs  Point  were  that  the  object  was  to  ascertain  the  practica- 
bility of  landing  a  body  of  troops  thereabouts  and  to  reduce  the  works 
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if  it  could  be  done;  that  the  wooden  vessels  should  attack  the  principal 
works  in  enfilade,  and  that  the  Monitor ^  to  be  accompanied  by  the 
Stevens^  should  go  up  as  far  as  the  wreck  and  there  operate  in  front  on 
the  Merrim<ic¥8  appearance  outside  of  the  wrecks.  The  Monitor  had 
orders  to  fall  back  into  fair  channel  way,  and  only  to  engage  her 
seriously  in  such  a  position  that  this  ship,  together  with  the  merchant 
vessels  intended  for  the  purpose,  could  run  her  down  if  an  opportunity 
presented  itself. 
The  other  vessels  were  not  to  hesitate  to  run  her  down,  and  the 

Baltimore^  an  unarmed  steamer  of  light  draft,  high  speed,  and  with  a 
curved  bow,  was  kept  in  the  direction  of  the  Monitor  expressly  to 
throw  herself  across  the  Merrimack^  either  forward  or  aft  of  her  plated 
house;  but  the  Merrimack  did  not  engage  the  Monitor j  nor  did  she  place 
herself  where  she  could  have  been  assailed  by  our  ram  vessels  to  any 
advantage,  or  where  there  was  any  prospect  whatever  of  getting  at  her. 
My  instrnctions  were  necessarily  verbal,  and  in  giving  them  I  supposed 
I  was  carrying  out  your  wishes  in  substance  if  not  to  the  letter.  The 
demonstration  resulted  in  establishing  the  fact,  that  the  uumber  of 
guns  at  the  principal  work  on  SewelPs  Point  has  been  essentially 
reduced  and  is  not  greater  now  than  about  seventeen,  and  that  the 
number  of  men  now  stationed  there  is  comparatively  quite  limited. 
The  quarters  connected  with  this  work  were  set  on  fire  by  our  shells, 
and  no  doubt  seriously  injured. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-OfficeTy  Commanding  Naval  Blockading  Squadron, m 

His  Excellency  the  Prbsident  op  thb  United  States. 

Beport  of  Flag-Offloer  Ooldiborough,  V,  8.  Navj. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  VirginiOj  May  P,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Galena,  Aroostook,  and  Port  Royal  (by  direction  of  the 
President  for  me  to  detail  the  Galena  and  two  gunboats  for  the  purpose) 
went  up  James  River  early  yesterday  morning. 

Also  by  direction  of  the  President,  our  vessels  shelled  Sewell's  Point 
yesterday  mainly  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  practicability  of 
landing  a  body  of  troops  thereabouts.  The  Merrimack  came  out,  but 
was  even  more  cautious  than  ever.  The  Monitor  was  kept  well  in 
advance  and  so  that  the  Merrimack  could  have  engaged  her  without 
difficulty  had  she  been  so  disposed,  but  she  declined  to  do  it,  and  soon 
returned  and  anchored  under  SewelPs  Point. 

The  Jamefttown  arrived  here  yesterday.  Her  condition  is  such  that  I 
shall  have  to  dispatch  her  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs. 

The  Cayuga  also  arrived  here  yesterday  from  the  Mississippi  River 
with  dispatches  and  left  for  New  York  in  the  evening. 

The  8t.  Lawrence  sailed  this  morning  for  Key  West. 
In  all,  there  are  now  seven  of  our  vessels  up  the  York  River,  and 

three  of  them  up  the  James  River.  Could  I  have  exercised  my  own 
judgment,  I  should  have  withdrawn  some  from  the  York  River,  and 
thus  increased  the  number  of  those  sent  up  the  James. 

Our  vessels  u])  the  James  River  were  no  doubt  engaged  for  several 
hours  during  yesterday,  but  whether  with  the  enemy's  vessels  or  with 
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one  of  his  forts  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  we  have  not  yet  ascer- 
tiiinod.     All  the  oiiemy's  gniiboats  that  were  at  Norfolk,  eight  in 
number,  inchiding  the  Jamestown  and   Yorktown^  are  up  the  James 
Kiver,  and  our  three  vessels  must  be  this  side  of  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUaH, 

Flatj- Officer  J  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Se(retary  of  the  Nary,  WaahingUm^  7).  C 

Beport  of  Commander  Oillii,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommaading  U.  8.  8.  8emi]iole. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Hampton  Roaditj  Virginiaj  May  8^  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  we  got  underway  at  11 :  45  a.  m.  and 

stood  up  to  and  abreast  Sewell's  I^oint  battery.    Opened  tire  upon  it 
with  our  li-inch  shell  gun  and  discharged  sixty-nine  shell,  15  and  10 
8t*con<l,  about  two-thirds  of  which  fell  in  and  near  their  battery,  one  of 
which  carried  away  their  tlagstaif  and  Hag,  and  when  it  was  being 
repliMied  another  of  our  shell  shot  it  away  or  the  man  who  was  waving 
it.    We  also  lired  some  32-pouuder  shell  of  15-second. 

Several  of  the  enemy's  shot,  some  rifled,  passed  over  and  ahead  of  us. 
One  of  our  shell  fired  the  enemy's  works,  which  continued  to  burn 

lively  for  some  time.    Toward  the  close  of  the  action,  which  ceased 

about  .*3:.'iO  ]).  m.,  the  Merrimack  approached,  but  not  within  range  of 
our  guns.     VV^e  were  struck  in  the  bow,  carrying  away  part  of  hammock nettings.    The  officers  and  (^rew  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  their  usual 
courage  and  coolness.    Will  send  a  report  more  detailed  if  you  wish  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  p.  (iILLLS, 

Commands. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborougii,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Comdg,  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

1  respectfully  en<!lose  the  requisition  for  amnmnition  signaled  for. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Constable,  U.  8.  Revenue  Marine,  commanding  V,  8.  revenue  iteamer 
E.  A.  Stevens  (Naogatuck). 

IT.  S.  Kevknue  Steamer  E.  A.  Stevens, 
Hampton  RoadSj  May  .9, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  received  orders  yesterday 
morning  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborougii  to  jn'oceed  with  the  vessel 
under  my  command,  in  company  with  a  sipiadron  composed  of  the 
steamers  Sitsquchanna,  San  Jacinto^  Dacotah^  SeminolCj  and  Monitor^  for 

the  purj>ose  of  shelling  Sewell's  Point  battery,  to  draw  out,  if  possible, 
the  rebel  steamer  Merrimack  into  a  position  where  she  could  be  attacked 
sinmltaneously  by  the  large  steamers.  My  individual  orders  from  the 
Hag-officer  were  to  take  a  position  for  the  ])uri>08e  referred  to,  and 
engage  the  battery,  and  if  the  Merrimack  made  her  ai>pearance  to  fall 
back  out  of  the  way  to  induce  her  to  conie  out  into  the  roads,  so  that 
she  c<mhl  be  attacke<l  by  tin*  large  steamers  which  were  then  at  anchor 
below  the  fortress.    In  acuronlance  with  these  orders  I  got  underway 
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from  my  position  at  10: 10  a.  m.  and  stood  oat  iu  midchaunel  to  await 
the  movements  of  the  squadron.  At  [12:]35  p.  m.,  seeing  that  the 
squadron  of  attack  was  underway,  I  proceeded  with  the  vessel  under 
my  command  toward  the  place  of  accion,  governing  my  movements 
by  those  of  the  flagship  Susquehanna^  under  command  of  Commodore 
Lardner,  under  whose  orders  I  was  placed  by  the  tlag-otlicer. 

I  selected  a  position  oft'  the  battery  of  the  enemy  within  a  distance 
varying  from  three-cpiarters  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter  (a  distance 
less  than  that  of  one-cjuarter  of  the  actual  range  of  our  heavy  gun), 
from  which  I  threw  shell  into  the  enemy's  battery  with  good  efiect  until 
the  Merrimack  made  her  appeiirance,  coming  out  of  Elizabeth  Eiver, 
when,,  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron,  led  by  the  flagship,  we  slowly 
retired  toward  Hampton  Bar. 

Everythingonboard  was  conducted  to  my  satisfaction,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  premature  explosion  of  four  shells  (two  of  thcni  being  time 

fuze  and  two  percussion  fuze),  and  the  fact  that  the  projectiles  frequently 
start  from  the  cartridge  after  loading  ou  the  berth  deck. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lieut  servant, 
D.  G.  Constable, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Trea^tturyj  Washington^  i>.  C. 

Letter  of  thanki  from  the  Preaideiit  of  the  TTnited  States  to  Flag-Offioer  OoldBborongh,  XI.  8. Navy. 

Fort  Monboe,  Va.,  May  10, 186:^. 
My  Deab  Sih:  I  send  you  this  copy  of  your  reiK)rt  of  yesterday  for 

the  purpose  of  saying  to  ynu  in  writing  that  you  are  quite  right  iu  sun- 
posing  the  movement  made  by  you  and  therein  reported  was  made  in 
accordance  with  my  wishes  verbally  expressed  to  you  in  advance.  I 
avail  myself  of  tiie  occasion  to  thank  you  for  your  courtesy  and  all 
your  conduct,  so  far  as  known  to  me,  during  my  brief  visit  here. 

Yours,  very  truly, 
A.  Lincoln. 

Flag-Offlcer  GoLDSBOBOuan. 

Abetraet  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Daootah. 

May  7, 1862. — At  1:10  p.  m.  the  Merrimack  reported  as  coming  down 
froui  Norfolk. 

May  8. — Meridian  to  3  p.  m. :  Steamed  up  abreast  of  Sewell's  Point 
batteries,  preceded  by  the  Naugatnck^  Monitor,  Seminole,  and  Susqv>e- 
hanna.  The  squailron  then  opened  tire.  One  of  the  batteries  was 
soon  silenced,  but  the  other  kept  up  a  desultory  fire.  At  4:50  let  go 
anchor.  President  Lincoln  passed  us  in  a  steam  tug.  At  5:45  mus- 

tered at  quarters.  The  Merrimack  returned  to  her  anchorage  off  Craney 
Island. 

May  9. — At  daylight  rebel  steamer  Merrima^ck  in  sight  ott*  Craney Island.  At  3:30  a.  m.  the  Merrimack  appeared  to  be  steaming  toward 
us.  At  8,  Merrimack  in  sight  off  Craney  Island.  At  10  the  Monitor 
got  underway  and  steamed  up  river.  At  0:45  p.  m.  guns  tired  from 
Sewell's  Point.  Fort  Wool  replied  with  shell  during  the  remainder  of 
watch.  Soldiers  embarking  at  wharves.  At  sunset  the  Merrimack  iu 
sight  by  Craney  Island. 
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May  la. — At  daylight  tiaw  stviuiiboatH  appiiruntly  Imiiliiig  tii>  _ 
Willoaghby's  Point.    Meniinack  still  rctftinud  lier  jHii^itiou.     VrbSi 
to  lueridian:  Mfrrhnnrk  lying  near   (Jimiey   Island   witli  steam  t 
Troops  landing  ou  tbe  Virginia  tliore  inside  Fort  Wool.    At  li  p,  lu. 

Merritnaok  in  siglit  oil'  Craney  Island.     From  8  to  niidniglit  «  large dro  in  the  direction  of  Norfolk. 

Map  11. — At  3  a.  ni.  a  largo  tire,  beai'iug  S.  ̂   E.,  another  sprang  up 
bearing  8.  S.  W.,  L-aused  by  the  rebel  steamer  Merrimack.  At  4;5iV  the 
rebel  steamer  .l/artmncA-  blew  up.  AtO:  15  Btood  up  Elizabeth  River  in 
t»nnpany  with  U.  S.  8.  Su«rfuehanna,  San  Jacinio,  Seminole,  Monnt  Ver- 

non, Monitor,  and  Sauiiatiick.  From  8  to  meridian :  Passed  Seweli's 
Point  and  \rent  carefully  up  Elizabeth  River  through  the  obstructions. 
Ship  scraped  over  a  sunken  wret;k  alongside  the  frigate  United  Stales,  _ 

At  11  came  to  oQ' naval  hospital.  The  1'.  S.S.San  .Jaainto  grouuded,4^^J the  obstructions;  still  Ues  upon  tliein.  From  meridian  to 3:  SanJaoi^^^^M 
got  clear  and  anchored  near  us.  ^^^^H 

ta  _..
.-...^  "

 ^^^P  May  H,  1863. — At  U:  50  a.  m.  came  to  an  ih  or.  Old  I'otnt  lighthouse 

^^^  B.  860  20'  W.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  in.:  The  U.  S.  S.  Monitor  and 
four  other  steamers  got  underway  and  stoixl  up  toward  Sewell's  Point. 
At  12:31)  the  other  vessels  commenced  firing.  The  shore  batteries 

returned  the  fire.  At  2:4.'»  an  enemy's  steamer  appeared,  when  the Minnexola  andflveother  steamers  got  underway  and  stood  up.  At  3:30 
the  enemy  disappeared  and  the  steamers  commenced  returuiug. 

May 'J. — At  w  a.  m.  Monitor  got  underway  and  stood  up  toward 
Sewell's  Point.  Four  American  steamers  of  war  got  underway  aud 
jitood  toward  the  Monitor.  Firing  from  the  Rip  Raps  ceased  at  5:30 

fjp.  ui. 

AbatTMt  log  «I  the  U,  B.  B.  mnneMta. 

May  8, 1863, — From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Rebel  steamer  J.  B.lf^tte  came  down 
>m  Norfolk  and  was  taken  by  General  Wool.    At  12:35  p,  m.  Smique- 

WjMnna  and  other  vessels  opened  lire.    Battery  ou  Sewell's  Poiut  opened 
Bflre.     At  1:30  the  Jlfonifor  weut  close  in  to  the  battery.    At  2: 15  the 

Pfleet  began  to  draw  ofi',  and  the  Merrimack  appeared  coming  out.    The 
'  Merrimack,  coming  round  Sewell's  Poiut,  ftred  a  gun  and  made  signal 

to  ship  to  keep  underway;  slipped  chaiu.    At  4:30  the  Merrimack 
retired. 

May  9. — At  7:25  p,  m.  a  heavy  gun  was  tired  from  Sewell's  Point. 
Returned  by  the  Rip  Raps;  continued  tiring  rapidly;  no  response  from 
the  enemy. 
May  10. — At  10:30  p.  m.  a  steamer  Irnm  Lynn  Uaveu  Bay  came 

alongside  and  reiiorted  the  surrender  of  Norfolk  to  the  United  .States 
forces. 
May  11. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Two  fires  seen  iu  the  direction  of  Nor- 

folk; another  seen  in  the  direction  of  Craney  Island.  At  5:;J0  Lieu- 
tenant Selfridge  -went  to  recounoiter  olf  Sewell's  Point,  flag-olh<;er  hav- 

ing received  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  had  blown  up  the  Mar- 
rhnaok.  Ordered  the  Setainole,  Su/>iiHehanna,  Dacotahf  Monitor^  Monnt 

IVrwon,  and . VdMjdfwct  to  proceed  toward  Sewell's  Poiut.  At  5 :30  a.  m. 
I  above  vessels  were  underway.  At  G  u.  m.  most  of  the  fleet  were  an 
kSvwell's  Poiut. M 
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Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  ship  St  Lawrence. 

May  5, 1862. — At  11:30  a.  m.  gunboats  Seminole  and  Bacotah,  sloops 
of  war  Susquehanna  and  San  Jadnto^  and  ironclad  batteries  Monitor 
and  Naugatuch  got  underway  to  attack  Sewell's  Point  and  Oraney 
Island.  From  meridian  to  3  p.  m. :  Part  of  the  fleet  were  underway 
and  standing  toward  SewelFs  Point;  when  within  range  the  Seminole 
opened  fire  on  the  rebel  batteries,  followed  by  the  other  vessels  of  the 
fleet.  Tlie  Monitor  approached  the  batteries  to  within  short  range  and 
fired  several  shots.  Afterwards  she  increased  her  distance,  firing  at 
intervals.  A  dense  smoke  was  seen  off  Sewell's  Point,  supposed  to 
arise  fiom  a  large  fire.  Also  a  smoke  apparently  coming  from  Norfolk. 
This  was  afterwards  found  out  to  be  the  Merrimack.  The  Minnesota 
fired  two  blank  cartridges,  but  of  her  object  we  were  ignorant.  The 
gunboat  Cayuga  came  in,  bringing  the  intelligence  of  the  capture  of 
New  Orleans. 

Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  San  Jadnto. 

May  8 J  1862. — At  11 :  30  a.  m.  stood  over  to  Sewell's  Point  in  com- 
pany with  the  following  U.  S.  steamers:  Susquehanna^  Dacotah^  Semi- 

noUj  Monitor^  and  E.  A.  Stevens.  At  12:36  p.  m.  commenced  shelling 
the  rebel  battery  on  Sewell's  Point  and  kept  it  up  till  3 :  20. 

Abftraot  log  of  the  it.  8.  8.  Sniqaehaiina. 

May  8, 1862. — At  11 :  45  a.  m.  Captain  Lardner  came  on  board  from 
shore  and  we  immediately  got  underway  under  steam.  At  12  m.  beat 
to  quarters  and  cleared  the  ship  for  action  and  stood  toward  Sewell's 
Point,  in  company  with  San  Jacinto^  Dacotah,  Seminole^  Monitor ^  and 
E.  A .  Stevens.  At  12 :  30  fired  on  the  rebel  batteries  at  Sewell's  Point. 
The  other  vessels  also  commenced  firing.  The  majority  of  our  shot 
were  fired  from  the  rifle  and  pivot  guns.  The  rebels  fired  at  long 
intervals,  and  at  2  p.  m.  they  slackened  fire,  and  about  this  time  their 
fiag  was  shot  away;  and  the  ships  having  obtained  nearly  the  exact 
range,  most  of  the  shell  exploded  inside  of  the  fort.  Made  signal  to 
the  fleet  ̂ < Enemy's  fort  appears  abandoned."  At  3  p.  m.  made  signal 
to  **  Follow  our  motions,"  and  stood  toward  Fortress  Monroe,  the  rebel 
steamer  Merrima^ik  steaming  down  from  Craney  Island  toward  us. 
Flagship  made  signal  "  Resume  your  moorings."  At  4 :  30  ifcrnwocfc 
turned  and  stood  toward  Craney  Island  again.  At  5  came  to  with 
starboard  anchor  in  15  fathoms  water;  veer^  to  40  fathoms  chain. 

Seport  of  Plag-Offloer  Tattnall,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  14j  1862. 

SiB:  In  detailing  to  you  the  circumstances  which  caused  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  and  her  movements  a  few  days  previous 

to  that  event,  I  begin  with  your  telegraphic  dispatches  to  me  of  the 
4th  and  5th  instant,  directing  me  to  take  such  a^^osition  in  the  James 
River  as  would  entirely  prevent  the  enemy's  ascending  it. 

General  Hnger,  commanding  at  Norfolk,  on  learning  that  I  had 
received  this  order  called  on  me  and  declared  tV\^\.  \\*^  ̂ ^v^soJOvavN. 

A 
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would  oblige  liiiu  tn  abaii<Ioii  iminetliatcly  hitt  fortK  on  Cr)iiit.^y  Island 

mid  Sewell'H  I'tjiiit  mid  tlieir  (rnnti  lo  tlie  enemy.  1  informed  liini  tbat, 
Its  the  order  was  iin)iei'ative,  i  luust  fixccate  it,  but  tsuj^geaUKl  tliat  liu 
Blionid  telegrapli  yoti  and  stute  the  (Jon»e4|noDceR.  lie  did  so;  and  on 
tlie  (itb  inKtiuit  you  te!egra|ibod  me  to  endeavor  tn  aflbrd  protection  to 
Norfolk  us  well  as  tboJameK  Kiver,  wbich  replaced  me  in  luyorijiinal 
pasitiou,  1  then  arranged  with  tbe  general  that  he  should  notify  me 
when  Lis  preparations  for  the  evacnatiou  of  Norfolk  were  sufficiently 
adviinced  to  enable  ine  to  act  iudepeudently.  On  tbe  7th  instant  Com- 

modore HoIUna  reached  Norfolk  with  orders  from  you  to  consult  with 
uie  aud  such  officers  as  I  might  select  in  regard  to  tbe  best  disjiosition 
to  be  made  of  the  Virginiu  under  the  presi^iit  asjiect  of  tbiugs. 

"U'e  had  arranged  the  conference  for  the  next  day,  the  »th,  but  on 
that  day,  before  the  hour  appointed,  the  enemy  attai^ked  tbe  Sewell's 
Point  battery,  and  I  left  immediati'ly  with  the  Virf/inm  to  defend  it. 

We  found  six  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  including  the  ironclad  steamers 
Atonitor  aud  Naugatur}:,  shelling  the  battery.  Wo  passed  the  battery 
and  stood  directly  lor  the  enemy,  for  tbo  purpose  of  engaging  him,  and 
I  thought  an  action  certain,  iiarlicnliirly  as  the  Minnesota  and  Vatuler- 
Ult,  which  were  anchored  below  Fortress  Monroe,  got  underway  and 
stood  up  to  that  itoint,  ap|)arently  with  the  inteutJou  of  joining  tbeir 
squadron  in  the  roads.  Before,  however,  we  got  within  gunshot  tbe 
enemy  eeascd  firing  and  retire*]  with  all  speed  under  the  protection  of 
tbe  guns  of  the  fortress,  followed  by  the  Virginia  until  the  shells  from 
the  Hip  Raps  passed  over  lier. 

The  Virtiinia  was  then  placed  at  her  moorings  near  Sewell'a  Point, 
and  I  returned  to  Norfolk  to  bold  tbe  conference  referred  to. 

It  was  held  o»  the  9tb,  and  the  otiiet-rs  present  were  Colonel  Anderson 
aud  Cuptain   ,of  the  Army,  selected  by  General  linger,  who  was 
too  unwell  to  attend  himself,  and,  of  the  Navy,  myself,  Oommodore 
IlnllioH,  CaptMins  Sterrett  and  Lee,  Commander  Kichard  I..  Page,  aud 
Lieutenants  Catcsby  up  U.  Jones  aud  J.  Pembroke  .lonea. 

The  opinion  was  unanimous  that  the  rirffiwm  was  then  employed  to 
the  best  itdvantngo  and  that  she  slionld  continue  for  the  present  to  pro- 

tect Norlblk,  and  thus  afford  time  to  remove  tbe  pubiic  property. 

On  the  next  day,  at  10  o'clock  u.  in.,  we  observed  from  tbe  Virginia 
that  the  flag  was  not  flying  on  the  Uewell's  Point  battery  and  that  it apl^eared  to  have  been  abandoned.  I  dispatched  Lieatonant.1.  P.Jones, 
the  flag  lieutenant,  to  Oraney  Island,  where  the  Confederate  flag  wiis  still 
flyiuc.and  he  there  learned  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  had  landed  on 
the  bay  shore  and  was  marching  rapidly  on  Norfolk;  that  the  aenell's 
Point  batlei-y  was  abandoned  and  our  troops  were  retreating.  1  then 
dispatched  the  same  officer  to  Norfolk  to  confer  with  <5eneral  linger  and 
Captain  Lee.  lie  found  the  navy  yard  in  flames,  and  that  all  its 
officers  had  left  by  raiboa^l.  On  i'ea<;hing  Norfolk  he  found  that  Gen- 

eral lluger  and  all  tbe  other  officers  of  the  Army  had  also  left;  that  the 
enemy  were  within  half  a  mile  of  the  city,  and  that  tbe  mayor  was 
treating  for  its  surrender. 

On  returning  to  tbe  ship  bo  found  that  Graney  Island  and  all  the 
other  batteries  on  the  river  had  been  abandoned. 

It  was  now  7  o'clock  in  the  eveuing,  and  this  unexpected  information 
rendered  prompt  measures  necessai-y  for  the  sjifoty  of  the  I'lV^twio. 

The  pilots  bad  assured  me  that  tliey  <'ould  take  the  ship,  witli  a  draft 
of  IS  feet,  to  within  40  milea.of  Kicbmond. 

This  the  chief  pilot,  Mr.  Parrish,  and  his  chief  assistant,  Mr.  Wright, 
had  asserted  again  and  again;  and  on  the  afternoon  of  tbe  Tth,  in  uiy 
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cabin,  iu  the  presence  of  Oommodore  Hollins  and  Captain  Sterrett^  in 
reply  to  a  question  of  mine,  they  botb  emphatically  declared  their 
ability  to  do  so. 

Confidini^  in  these  assurances,  and  after  consulting  with  the  first  and 
flag  lieutenants  and  learning  that  the  officers  generally  thought  it  the 
most  .judicious  course,  I  determined  to  lighten  the  ship  at  once  and  run 
up  the  river  for  the  protection  of  Richmond. 

All  hands  having  been  called  on  deck,  I  stated  to  them  the  condition 
ot  things,  and  my  hope  that  by  getting  up  the  river  before  the  enemy 
could  be  made  aware  of  our  design  we  might  capture  his  vessels,  which 
had  ascended  it,  and  render  efficient  aid  in  the  defense  of  Richmond, 
but  that  to  eflPect  this,  would  require  all  their  energy  in  lightening  the 
ship.    They  replied  with  three  cheers  and  went  to  work  at  once. 

The  pilots  were  on  deck  and  heard  this  address  to  the  crew. 
Being  quite  unwell,  I  had  retired  to  bed.  Between  1  and  2  o'clock  in 

the  morning  the  first  lieutenant  reported  to  me  that  after  the  crew  ha<l 
worked  for  five  or  six  hours  and  lifted  the  ship  so  as  to  render  her  unfit 
for  action,  the  pilots  had  declared  their  inability  to  carry  18  feet  above 
the  Jamestown  Flats,  up  to  which  iK)int  the  shore  on  each  side  was 
occupied  by  the  enemy. 

On  demanding  from  the  chief  pil(»t,  Mr.  Parrish,  an  explanation  of 
this  palpable  decei)tion,  he  replied  that  18  feet  could  be  carried  after 
the  prevalence  of  easterly  winds,  but  that  the  wind  for  the  last  two 
days  had  been  westerly.  I  had  no  time  to  lose.  The  ship  was  not  in  a 
condition  for  battle  even  with  an  enemy  of  equal  force,  and  their  force 
was  overwhelming.  I  therefore  determined,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  first  and  flag  lieutenants,  to  save  the  crew  for  future  service  by 
Ian<ling  them  at  Craney  Island,  the  only  road  for  retreat  open  to  us,  and 
to  destroy  the  ship  to  ]>revent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Imay  add  that,  although  not  formally  consulted,  thecoursewasapproved 
by  every  commissioned  officer  in  the  ship. 

There  is  no  dissenting  opinion.  Tl»e  ship  was  accordingly  put  on 
shore  as  near  the  mainland  in  the  vicinity  of  Craney  Island  as  possi- 

ble, and  the  crew  landed.  She  was  then  fired,  and  after  burning  fiercely 
fore  and  aft  for  upward  of  an  hour,  blew  up  a  little  before  o  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th. 
We  marched  for  Suffolk,  22  miles,  and  reached  it  in  the  evening,  and 

from  thence  came  by  railroa<l  to  this  city. 
It  will  be  asked  what  motives  the  pilots  could  have  had  to  deceive 

me.  The  only  imaginable  one  is  that  they  wished  to  avoid  going  into 
battle. 
Had  the  ship  not  been  lifted,  so  as  to  render  her  unfit  for  action,  a 

desperate  contest  must  have  ensued  with  a  force  against  us  too  great 
to  justify  much  hojie  of  success;  and  as  battle  is  not  their  occupation, 
they  adopted  this  deceitful  course  to  avoid  it.  I  can  not  imagine  another 
motive,  for  I  had  seen  no  reason  to  distrust  their  good  faith  to  the 
Confederacy. 
My  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  first  lieutenant,  Catesby  ap  B. 

Jones,  for  his  untiring  exertions  and  for  the  aid  he  rendered  me  in  all 
things.  The  details  for  firing  the  ship  and  landing  the  crew  were  left 
to  him,  and  everything  was  coinlucted  with  the  most  perfect  order. 

To  the  other  officers  of  the  ship  generally  I  am  also  thankful  for  the 
great  zeal  they  displayed  throughout. 
The  Virginia  no  longer  exists,  but  300  brave  and  skillful  officers  and 

seamen  are  saved  to  the  Confederacy. 
N  w  B— VOL  7   22 



I  presume  tliat  a  court  nf  enquiry  will  be  ordered  Ui  examine  into  all 
the  ciri'uui atoll ces  I  have  niirrated,*  and  1  earnestly  solicit  it.  Piibliu 
o{>iiiioH  will  never  be  |)nt  right  without  it. 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JosiAH  Tattnall, 

Fliif/Ojftccr,  ViivimiiniUng,  „ 
Hon.  8.  K.  Mallorv, 

St^iTflari/  /•/  thf  Xari/ 

mnet  fl«m  letter  bom  Oemmandet  W.  V.  W,  Bewett,  V.  C^  of  H.  B.  H.  S.  Binaldo,  dated 
FutreM  Kanne,  May  10,  1862.  tbrwaKled  b;  Vioe-Admiral  Sir  Aleiandei  Hilno.  K.  C.  B„ 
on  tba  Mth  Mb;.  1SS3. 

May  8,  1862. — TLt-  fuiiue  iiioriiiiig  a  Confederate  tugboat  arrived  at 
Fortress  Monroe  from  Iforfolk,  having  deserted.  She  reported  that  the 
Confederates  were  preparetl  to  evacuate  Norfolk,  etc.,  and  that  they 
hail  sunk  the  Vinjinia  [Merrimack],  On  this  intelligence  becoming 
known,  at  l:i:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  a  Federal  aqnadron,  consistiug 
of  the  Dacotah  and  Oneida,  screw  nloops  of  0  gans  each ;  the  San  Jacinto, 

soi-ew,  11  guua;  Susquehanna,  paddle  sloop,  15  gnne;  Momior  and  yau- 
gatuck,  irou-caeed  batterips,  moved  up  the  river  lowarfl  Sewell's  Foiut 
and  commenced  shelling  the  Confederate  battery  on  that  imint,  at  a 
very  long  range.  This  was  the  prelude  to  their  intended  attack  on 
Norfolk.  The  Confederates  returned  a  alow  fire.  I  suppose  their  guns 
are  not  of  very  long  range.  The  Federal  atjuadron  continned  firing  up 
to  2: 30  p.  ni.  without  interraisHioii.  T]ie  Monitor  was  at  this  time  about 

1,800  yards  from  Sewell's  J'oint.  She  was  then  observed  to  bt-  coming 
biK'k  again  toward  the  rest  of  the  s<iuudrou,  which  were  some  4,000 
yards  from  the  Point,  an<l  in  the  direction  of  Newport  News. 

The  amoke  of  a  ati^amer  could  be  seen  rising  above  the  trees  and 
moving  along  toward  Hampton  Goads  from  the  direction  of  Norfolk. 
At  3  p.m.  the  Confederate  iron  cased  battery  Virginia  rounded  Sewell's 
Point,  and  tlie  whole  of  the  Federal  squadron  steamed  down  qnickly 
under  the  guns  of  the  fortress.  As  the  Virginia  alone  came  within  range 
of  their  guns,  imd  those  of  Fort  Wool  on  the  liip  Raps,  the  Federal  frigate 
Minnesota,  acciunpanied  by  four  large  steamers,  which  are  intendecl  t» 
tKt  as  rams,  proccedid  up  Ihc  river  abreast  of  Old  Point  and  joined 
the  rest  of  the  squadron.  With  the  exception  of  a  lew  shots  fired  from 
the  Hip  Haps  at  the  Virginia,  the  Federals  made  no  attempt  to  molest 
her,  but,  on  the  (contrary,  as  she  approached  them  they  steamed  away 

from  hej'.  They  left  off  tiring  at  Sewell's  Point  immediately  on  sighting 
her  coming  from  Norfolk.  She  would  most  likely  have  made  her 
appe^irance  before  had  the  water  been  sufficiently  high.  The  Virginia, 
having  driven  the  Federal  tleet  away,  returned  and  anchored  under 

Buwell's  I'oiut,  where  she  now  remains. 

hrtt^r  Jrom  the  Secretarg  of  War  to  Major-QMcral  MeCMlan,  U.  S. 
Arm)/,  rfgariliiui  prtthablc  engaijemcnt  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor  and  the 
C.  S,  S,  Virginia  {Merrimack). 

FoBT  MdNROK,  Va.,  Mag  9,  t8G3. 

[am:!  Tlie  last  reports  from  Commander  Hodgers  wei-e,  last  evening, 
thftt  he liad  [tasswl  Day's  Point  and  Hardcn's  llluff,  afT«r  heavy  canoU' 

■  For  ftill  kuooiuit  of  the  ilMlrDctiou  <>(  llt<<  riiviiiiu,  md  iqi.  787-79!). 
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adiDg  at  l>oth  places.  He  started  at  6  yesterday.  The  Merrimack  and 
Monitor  are  at  tins  Dioinent  approacbiDg  each  other  (11  o'clock  a.  m.), 
and  will  probably  engage,  unless  the  Merrimack  falls  back  to  Sewell's 
Point.  No  troops  were  landed  there  yesterday  on  account  of  her 
presence. 

Edwin  M.  Htanton, 
ISecretary  of  War. 

Major-General  McClbllan. 

iMter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Flaff-Officer  Goldsborough^  U.  8, 
Navy,  enclosing  telegram. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  !f,  1S62. 

Sir  :  The  President  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report,*  and  also  to  transmit  the  enclosed  telegram  from  General 
McClellan,  and  submit  to  yon  what  measures,  if  any,  are  required  to 
aid  the  Gal^ma. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

[/Secretary  of  War,] 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

[EncIcMure.— Tolefnmm.] 

Headquarters  Department, 
Williamsburg^  [  Ka.],  May  9, 1862—12  m. 

Heard  a  few  minutes  ago  that  Oaletia  was  aground  off  Hog  Island. 
1  judge  not  badly  for  the  reason  that  Bodgers  does  not  throw  off  coal. 
Have  sent  him  all  the  assistance  he  asks.  My  troops  are  in  motion  iu 
nuignificent  spirits.  They  have  all  the  air  and  feelings  of  veterans.  It 
will  do  your  heart  good  to  see  them.  Have  effected  junction  with 
Franklin.  Instructions  have  been  given  so  that  the  Navy  will  receive 
prompt  support  wherever  and  whenever  required. 

G.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  GeneraL 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[Telegrftm.] 

Headquarters  Department, 
Williamsburg,  May  9, 1862, 

It  is  believed  that  the  enemy  have  a  line  of  signals  from  the  vicinity 
of  Hog  Island  to  Norfolk,  and  they  probably  know  that  the  Galena  is 
aground.  Have  informed  Captain  Kodgers  that  everything  I  have  is 
at  his  disposal  should  he  require  any  assistance. 

G.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-GeneroL 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampto7i  Roads, 

*  Sm  pp.  SSO,  331. 



HEADCjUABTt:B8  ARMY  OJ'  illK  POTOMAO, 
WiHiatmhitrg,  May  'J,  J8ti3. 

}  The  last  lieai-d  rn>iii  the  flalena  slie  was  Htill  aground,  ttie  tide  was 

[siug,  aud  two  boattt  were  trying  to  get  lier  oft'. (!.    H.    Mf(jLEI,LAN, 
Major-Gencral,  Commanding, 

Flag-Olliccr  GoLuaBoitoUGU. 

I 

■  Report  •>/  l,itiit(iiia»t  Jvff'cru,  U.  S.  yary,  coinmamliny  U.  A".  S.  Monitor, 
rtgarding  rrconnoixnanci-  of  the  works  at  SeicetF*  Point. 

'  U.  8,  IBOWCLAD  SteahrB  MoKITOE,  Mag  9,  1863. 
Htn;  I  have  the  honor  to  miHirt  that  hie  Exeellenuy  the  PresidBUt 

eame  alongside  this  monitng  and  enquired  whether  there  wouUl  bo  any 
military  im])roi>riety  in  my  getting  underway  without  your  previouH 
order,  t*>  which  I  replied  that  it  was  neiiessary  and  proper  that  you 
should  be  informed  in  order  that  you  might  know  that  I  had  not  acted 

without  authority.  lie  tlien  directed  ine  to  proceed  <)n  a  i-econnois- 
Bance  of  the  works  at  Sewell's  Point,  which  we  engaged  yesterday,  to 
ascertain  whether  those  works  had  been  abandoned  or  rcentbroed ;  not 
to  violate  your  instructions  relative  t^)  engaging  the  Mejrimack;  in 
sbort,  to  make  the  reconnoissance  aud  report  to  him  the  result  in  the 
course  of  the  day. 

He  proceeded  to  the  tliigi^hip,  leaving  me  to  understand  that  if  not 
forbidden  by  signal  I  was  to  jiroeeed  as  soon  as  I  completed  coaling. 
1  enclose  my  report,*  not  yet  handed  in. 

Very  respectfully, 
William  N.  Jepfebs, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Fiag-Officer  L,  M.  GtJLDSBOKorGH, 

Commanding  North  Atlanliv  Blocktiding  Sqtiadron. 

Order  of  Fltig-Offlccr  GoldKhomiigh.  T.  8.  yary,  to  Commander  fffem, 

/■.  S.  Xary.  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Jame»toien,  to  proceed  to  Phita- deiphia  nary  yard, 
IT.  S.  FLAOaHIP   MiKNBSOTA, 

Hampton  Uiiadii,  May  ,'/,  18H2, 
SrR;  In  conseqnence   of  the  condition  of  the  Jamenbitcn  yon  will 

proceed  with  her  to  Philadelphia  aud  there  report  yourself  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  navy  yard  and  inform  him  in   detail  of  the  ship's 

defects,  and,  of  course,  of  the  repairing  of  which  she  stands  in  need. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GoLDSBoRoroe, 
FUig- Officer. 

I  Commander  C.  Gbeen, 
U.  S.  iS|Aip|  Jametloicii,  Hampton  ttoadu,  Virginia. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer   Oold^borough,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a  fairs  in 
Hampton  Roads  and  vicinity. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  10,  1862. 

SiB:  I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  no  actiug  master  to  recommeud  for 
the  command  of  the  Femandina. 

The  President  and  Secretary  of  War  have  the  Baltimore  at  their  dis- 
X)osal  to  convey  them  about  these  roads.  They  are  almost  constantly 
afloat.  The  most  active  movements  are  going  on  in  landing  a  large 
body  of  troops  at  Willoughby's  Point  to  march  upon  Norfolk,  which 
place  this  morning  seemed  to  us  to  be  in  flames. 

The  moment  the  President  and  party  have  done  with  the  Baltimore 
I  will  send  her  to  Washington,  agreeably  to  your  orders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag- Officer  J  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  i>.  0. 

P.  S. — On  further  reflection  I  am  induced  to  conclude  that  the  great 
smoke  was  too  far  to  the  eastward  to  have  i>roceeded  from  a  fire  in  the 
city  of  Norfolk.  It  may  have  been  occasioned  by  the  burning  of  build- 

ings outside  of  that  city.  Yesterday  there  was  also  a  considerable 
fire  in  the  direction  of  Norfolk  navy  yard,  or  Portsmouth. 

L.  M.  G. 

[Telegram.] 

FOBT  MoNBOE,  May  11,  1862. 

Merrimack  blown  up  by  the  rebels  2  minutes  before  5  o'clock  this 
morning.    She  was  set  fire  to  about  3  o'clock  and  the  explosion  took 
place  at  the  time  stated.*    It  is  said  to  have  been  a  grand  sight  by those  who  saw  it. 

The  Monitor,  Stevens,  and  the  gunboats  have  gone  up  toward  Norfolk. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  P.  H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Depabtment, 
WashingUm,  May  11. 1862. 

1  suggest  preparations  for  an  immediate  attack  ou  Fort  Caswell,  [N. 
C],  with  all  the  force  you  can  spare,  including  the  two  ironclads  so  soon 
as  they  can  be  spared,  which  should  be  in  a  couple  of  days.  Answer 
by  telegraph  and  report  daily  by  the  Cherrystone  boat.  Push  all  the 
boats  up  the  James  River,  even  to  Kichmond,  unless  the  President 
directs  to  the  contrary. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy, 

Flag-Ofticer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Hampton  Roads. 

•  For  Confederate  acconnt,  see  pp.  335-338, 787-799. 
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DiiiRbftrf;e  the  ram  stciirners  iindfi 

Navy  Department, 

\'\a  Cherrystone,  May  U,  1S63. 
I'liarge  (if  tbe  Xavy  Department. 

Gideon  Welles. 
GOLIISBOBorUH, 
Uiimpton  Ruads,  Virginut. 

^^V  H
e 

U.  9.  Flagkhii'  MrNirEBOTA, 
Hampton  BohHk,  May  IS,  ISISS. 

Tin-  President  ordered  me  not  to  discharge  the  rsvin  stuariiei-B  until  I 
could  hear  from  Waahiii^ton  after  he  got  there.  The  Monitor  and 
Stevens  are  both  np  the  Jame«  River  at  this  moment  with  orders  to  go 
to  Bichmond  ivnd  shell  the  place  into  a  snrrender.  Tlie  moment  that 
work  Ib  done  I  will  take  the  ironclads  to  Wilmington,  N.  Cand  reduce 

Fort  (.'aswfU.  This  was  my  intention  before  I'eceiving  your  telegram. 
The  only  vessel  I  now  have  in  Hampton  Uoads  is  thi«  aliip.  My  letter 
of  to-diiy  to  go  by  tbe  mail  and  reach  yon  to-morrow  will  give  yon 
particulars. 

L.  M.  (JOLDSBOBOlIOn, 
FUiii-ttffiver. 

Hon.  OiDEON  Welles, 
Secretary  of  iVa«/. 

)(■(  of  Flati-OJfii-rr  Ool'Mmrough,  U.  S.  Navy,  rcgnnlinff  snrrcnilcr  nj 
Xor/ofli  anil  liUnciHij  up  o/C  S.  S,   Virffinia  {Merrimack), 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
JTamptoH  Roads,  Virginia,  May  13,  istia. 

Sib:  In  the  anrrender  of  Norfolk  by  its  civil  anthorities  day  before 
yesterday  to  the  forces  of  our  army  ander  General  Wool  which  landed 

at  Willongbby'a  Point,  nothing  bnt  the  city  itself  Wiu*  given  up. 
^ifiarly  yesterday  mornii>g  I  witnessed  an  awful  explosion  in  the  direc- 
tion  oi  Craney  Island,  and  inferred  immediately  that  either  the  works 
on  thiit  island  or  the  MrrrimHek  had  been  blown  up.*  A  few  minutett 
afterwju-ds,  an  offloer  from  the  guardship  Da^tah  ramc  on  t>oard  and 
inforiiie<l  me  that  the  Merrimack  no  longer  existed,  for,  from  the 
Itiicoliih,  they  had  seen  her  blown  to  pieces.  Supposing  from  this  that 
('niney  Island  arid  all  the  rest  of  the  exterior  defenses  of  Norfolk  were 
about  to  bo  abandoned,  or.  if  not,  that  they  might  be  subdued,  I  imme- 

diately ordereii  the  Monitor.  Sterens,  Susquehanna,  Dacotah,  Seminole, 
San  Jacinto,  and  Mount  Vernon  to  get  underway,  and  gave  Ihem  siieb 
onlers  as  I  Judged  necessary  in  the  premises.  Before  they  could  gi-t 

oft',  however,  I  had  dispatched  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Belfridge,  in  a  tug, 
to  priMieed  off  Si'well's  Point  and  as  far  above  it  as  lie  could  get  with 
safet)',  in  order  to  ascertain  the  re:d  condition  of  things.  Ue  landed 
St  Sewell's  I'oint  and  hoisted  our  Hag  on  the  works,  which  bo  found 

•  For  Confoderiktp  iv sen  pp.  i-fTv-aaM,  787-79)1. 
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had  been  abaiuloneil;  bat  the  guns  were  not  spiked.  Commander 
Case,  captain  of  the  fleet,  went  on  to  Craney  Island  in  another  tug, 
and  there  hauled  down  two  rebel  flags  and  hoisted  our  own  in  their 
places.  Our  ships  proceeded  on  to  Norfolk  unmolested,  and  there 
the  Susquehannaj  Seminole,  Dacotah,  and  San  Jacinto  now  lie,  imme- 

diately oft'  the  town  and  in  close  proximity  to  it. The  Monitor  and  Stevens  have  both  gone  up  the  Janies  River,  with 
orders  from  me  to  reduce  all  the  works  of  the  enemy  as  they  go  along, 
spike  all  their  guns,  blow  up  all  their  magazines,  and  then  get  up  to 
Kichmond,  all  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  shell  the  city  to  a 
surrender.  With  the  above  works  reduced,  I  can  keep  our  vessels  sup- 

plied with  coal,  ordnance  stores,  provisions,  etc.,  without  difficulty. 
I  intended  to  have  discharged  to-day  the  Arago,  Illinois,  and 

Ericsson,  but  the  President  ordered  me  not  to  do  it,  until  I  should  be 
written  to  upon  the  subject  from  Washington,  and  gave  me  his  reason 
why  he  wished  those  vessels  to  be  longer  detiiined. 

1  accompanied  the  President  and  Secretaries  Chase  and  Stanton  yes- 
terday to  Norfolk  on  board  the  Baltimore,  but  I  did  not  return  with 

the  party.  In  the  afternoon  I  visited  the  navy  yard  and  went  all  over 
it.  It  was  still  burning  in  very  many  places.  Nearly  everything  is 
destroyed.  Of  the  buildings,  the  officers'  quarters  alone  remain  intact. 
There  are  a  large  number  of  iron  tanks,  however,  apparently  in  perfect 
condition,  a  good  deal  of  mast  and  other  timber,  a  number  of  old,  and 
generally  worthless  guns,  and  considerable  machinery  of  one  kind  or 
another.  The  dock  gates  are  all  destroyed,  and  the  pier  ends,  con- 

nected with  the  gates,  have  been  blown  up  to  a  partial  degree,  but 
otherwise  the  dock  itself  seems  uninjured. 

The  President  said  to  me  verbally  that  he  wished  all  the  guns  at  the 
forts  and  dockyard  to  be  removed  to  Fortress  Monroe,. and  unless  he 
should  think  proper  to  communicate  to  you  otherwise,  I  presume  that 
I  am  to  have  this  work  done. 

On  returning  from  Norfolk  I  left  our  naval  forces  there  under  the 
charge  of  Captain  Lardner,  an  officer  in  whose  discretion  and  good 
sense  I  have  great  confidence.  I  gave  him  full  directions  as  to  inter- 

course, etc.,  with  the  shore.  But  I  shall  have  to  go  there  again  to-day 
or  to-morrow,  and  for  several  days  afterwards,  on  niatters  of  importance. 

I  am,  very  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  SquOfdron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1),  C. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Phelps^  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Corwin, 
of  cajdure  of  three  teams  from  the  Confederate  Army,  May  11,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  CojiwiN, 
West  Point,  Va.,  May  27,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  respectfully  to  report  that  on  the  11th  instant  we  cap- 
ture<l  in  King  and  Queen  County  three  teams  in  the  employ  of  the 
rebel  Army,  consisting  of  three  wagons,  five  mules,  and  two  horses, 
and  subsecjuently  a  horse,  belonging  to  a  Captain  Robinson,  C.  S. 
Army,  left  behind  on  the  4th  inst4Uit  on  the  appearance  of  our  gun- 

boats, the  captain  escaping  across  the  river. 
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The  w»(roii8  were  destroyed,  but  the  atiimalti  were  made  to  awitn  tlio 
Mattapony  and  brought  in.  Tim  Army  not  wanting  tlietu.I,  on  yester- 

day, tbe  li6th,  stii|i|i<!d  tliL'in,  jwr  schooner  Iila,  to  the  U.  R.  marshal 
at  Haltiliiore, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  rc8i»e«tfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 
Tuos.  S.  Phelps, 

Lieutmant,  U.  S.  jVacv,  Commanding. 

Flag-Ofticer  L.  M.  tlOLDSiiOROrGH,  0,  S.  Navy, 
Comdg.  Horth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  lioads. 

Jjelterfrom  Commander  Sniith,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wachu- 

aett,  to  Flag-  OjfU-ei-  ColdahoroHgli,  U.  S.  Navy,  encloning  report  of  Lieu- 
ttmtaiit  Stcvom  of  operations  in  the  Pamankct/  Hirer,  I  irginia. 

U.  S.  8.  Wachusbtt, 

at;/  I'oint,  Jnmeii  River,  May  27,  1862. 
tiiK:  I  forward  the  enclosed  nt  tliB  partienlar  request  or  Lieutenant 

Commanding  tjtevcna.  He  thinks  that  in  the  present  war  the  serviees 
of  the  Navy,  and  especially  of  the  guul>oatK,  although  appreciated  by 
the  people  and  aclcnowledged  unofficially  by  the  Army,  are  too  macli 
overlooked  by  the  Government,  probably  becansc  they  are  not  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Departmentby  ofticial  reportsof  onrottlcers.  As 
be  believes  be  has  done  his  duty,  lie  is  desirous  that  the  Department 
should  know  it,  I  therefore  forward  the  report,  that  it  may,  if  yon 
think  it  expedient,  go  to  the  Dejiarttnent. 

I  do  not  think  it  or  anything  else  will  do  us  much  goo<l.     The  Navy 
bas  friends;  1  doubt  that  navy  officers  have,  at  lie:uli|ntirters. 

Very  resiiecttully,  your  obedient  servant, \V,  Smith, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDsnoBorGn, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Stjiiailron,  Hntupinu  Roada. 

[BuclMun-.l 
U.  8.  S.  Marat ANZA, 

I'amunkey  h'irtr,  May  IS,  1863. 
8lR:  I  have  to  reiKtrt  that  nince  my  last  conimunicatioD,  at  the 

reqaest  of  General  Stoneman,  I  proceeded  the  same  day  as  the  dat«  of 
my  letter  np  the  Pamunkey  River  in  the  Chot-ura  as  far  as  the  White 
House,  for  the  purpose  ol'  e!£])]oriEig  the  river  and  supporting  his 
ai^lvance.  We  met  with  no  obstacles  of  any  kind,  nud  found  water 
enough  for  vessels  drawing  10  feet.  Saw  at  the  White  House  quite  a 
force  of  mounted  rebels,  which  we  soon  shelled  out  and  put  to  flight. 

The  information  derived  from  our  reconnoissance  will  be  of  value  to 
the  general  commanding,  as  it  will  enable  him  to  make  the  White 
House,  distance  only  22  miles  from  Kichmand,  with  a  good  road  lewl- 
ing  to  the  city,  the  base  of  his  operations,  or  Cumberland,  us  he  may 
elect. 

The  raitroatl  bridge  crossing  the  Pamunkey  at  the  White  House  hud 
bi-en  dei^troyed  by  the  rebels,  and  also  several  gunboats  at  difieient 
points  on  the  river. 

On  my  return  1  left  tbe  Chneurn  at  f.lie  White  House,  the  Mnrblehrad 
at  Cumberland,  and  directed  the  commanding  officer  of  tbe  Sehayo  U) 
retnrn  and  report  to  you. 
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The  Maratanzhy  at  the  request  of  General  Franklin,  occu])ie8  a  point 
midway  between  Elthani  and  Camberland,  where  the  railroad  from 
West  Point  to  liichmond  approaches  quite  near  the  river,  for  the  pur- 

pose of  cutting  oft*  the  use  of  the  road  by  the  rebels. I  hope  the  dis^iosition  of  the  force  will  meet  your  approval. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Senior  Officer,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  Pomunlayy  River, 

Captain  Wm.  Smith, 
Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wachusett^  Senior  Officer  Present 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  at 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  ship 
Jamestown  left  these  roails  on  the  mornii^g  of  the  10th  instant  for  Phila- 

delphia to  be  repaired.  On  the  morning  of  the  same  day  the  U.  S.  bark 
Gemsbok  arrived  from  Beaufort,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  Mount  Vernon 
arrived  from  Baltimore.  I  sent  the  Oemsbok  for  repairs  to  Baltimore  in 
the  afternoon. 

*  I  have  received  the  communication  of  the  Department  dated  the  10th 
instant,  informing  me  that  Lieutenant  K.  B.  Harrison  has  been  ordered 
to  report  to  me  on  the  20th  instant  for  the  command  of  the  Mahaska. 

I  have  detached  Acting  Master  Alick  Allen  from  the  Mount  Vernon 
and  ordered  him  to  return  to  his  home  and  thence  report  himself  by 
letter  to  the  Navy  Department.  According  to  the  reports  of  his  com- 

manding oflicer,  this  man  is  an  habitual  drunkard  and  a  disgrace  to  the 
service.  As  soon  as  I  obtain  his  address  I  will  forward  it  to  the  Depart- 

ment. I  have  detached  Acting  Master  William  N.  Oriswold  from  this 
ship  and  ordered  him  to  the  Mount  Vernon  in  place  of  this  officer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GoLDSBOROirOH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  S^juadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  IK  C\ 

Report  of  Commander  Rodger s,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  GaUma, 
regarding  Confederate  batteries  on  James  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Galena, 
Off  James  Island,  May  12,  1^02. 

Sir  :  The  Monitor  and  Naugatuck  have  arrived.  I  move  up  the  river 
this  evening. 

There  are  two  batteries  on  the  south  bank  of  James  lliver^me  at 

Bock  Wharf  Landing  and  one  at  Harden's,  or  Mother  Tynes'  Blnft*.  The 
first  one  we  silenced  when  we  c!jiine  up  :  the  second  fired  nt  the  Monitor 
and  Naugatuck  this  n^orning.    Tlie  garrison  is  very  small — not  more^  I 
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think,  than  50  men.  The  works  are  very  strong  toward  the  sea,  and 
have  heavy  artillery.  Captain  Jeffers  reports  that  they  only  manned  a 

single  gun  during  his  passage,  having  apparently  no  more  than  a  gun's 
crew.  Four  guns  were  fired  in  succession,  and  then  a  single  one 
served. 

If  it  meets  your  views,  a  small  landing  party  of  marines  and  sailors, 
in  conjunction  with  vessels,  can  easily  carry  these  important  works ; 
27  feet  can  be  carried  up  to  them. 
We  shall  need  provisions  for  the  vessels,  ammunition,  and  coal.  T  do 

not  think  the  Galena  at  present  needs  anything. 
If  you  think  proper  to  take  these  batteries,  supplies  can  follow  them 

by  way  of  the  river. 
There  may  be  more  men  than  1  or  Ca])tain  Jefters  saw,  but  I  feel 

quite  sure  myself  that  most  of  the  garrison  has  been  taken  away. 
Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Uodgers, 
Commander^  U.  *S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Captain  Jeffers  desires  me  to  say  that  he  could  not  elevate  his  guns 
enough  to  reach  the  battery  without  going  too  far  off  to  make  his  tire 
effective ;  therefore  he  did  not  return  their  fire,  but  i)assed  them  with- 

out notice. 

Order  from  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough^  U.  8.  Nary,  to  Commander  Roiranj 
Z7.  aV.  Navyy  to  send  two  vessels  to  Baltimore  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  lioads^  May  1:2^  JS(i;>. 
Sir:  You  will  without  delay  send  the  Valley  City  and  Underwriter 

to  Baltimore  for  repairs. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GoLDsnoRouon, 
Flag  Officer. 

Commander  Stephen  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Comdg,  U,  IS.  Naval  Forces^  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

[Trlograni.] 

Navy  Department,  via  Cherrystone,  May  1:2,  1SGi2. 

Have  an  inventory  of  the  things  at  the  Norfolk  yard  taken,  inepara- 
tory  to  an  immediate  resumption  of  business   under  the  usual  naval 
organization. 

()fticers  will  at  once  be  ordere<l  to  that  yard. 
The  Secretary  will  be  with  you  Wednesday  forenoon  by  boat  from 

here. 
(i.  V.  Fox, 

Assistan t  Secreta ry. 

Flag-Oftlcer  L.  M.  Goldsboroucjh, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Order  from  Major-General  McClellaUy  U,  8.  Army,  to  General  Grover^ 
U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  at  Roper^s  Church,  May  12,  18G2. 

Headquarters  moves  early  tx)  morrow  morDing  to  Cumberland.    Main- 
tain communication  with  Commander  Eodgers,  and  keep  the  General 

promptly  and  fully  advised  of  his  movements  and  position. 
By  command : S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Brigadier-General  C.  Grover, Williamsburg. 

[Tflegrani.] 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Fort  Monroe,  May  13,  1862. 

From  what  I  gather,  Rodgers,  when  last  heard  from,  on  the  11th 
instant,  was  at  a  point  about  25  miles  this  side  of  City  Point.  The 
Monitor  and  Stevens  have  probably  joined  him  ere  this.  Some  delay 
may  be  exi)erienced  at  the  obstructions  placed  by  the  enemy  10  miles 
this  side  of  Richmond,  but  nothing  more  I  apprehend;  nor  do  I  think 
that  the  delay  will  be  beyond  half  a  day  or  so  at  most,  although,  of 
course,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  judge  with  any  great  precision  upon 
the  subject. 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUOH.     ' 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

n.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota,  May  13^  1862. 
(Received  6:44  p.  m.) 

Sir:  Commander  Rodgers  wrote  to  General  McClellan  yesterday 
that  he  went  the  day  before  with  the  gunboats  past  Little  Brandon. 
Everything  quiet  and  no  sign  of  troops  crossing  the  river.  He  found 
two  batteries  of  ten  or  twelve  guns  each  on  the  south  side  of  James 
River,  one  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Warwick,  the  other  about  south- 

west from  Mulberry  Point.  The  upper  battery  on  Harden's,  or  Mother 
Linces  [Line's  or.  Tynes']  Bluff  has  heavy  rifled  pieces.  Between  the 
batteries  lay  the  Jamestown  and  Yorlfoicn.  He  oftered  them  battle, 

but  they  declined  it  and  moved  oft'.  He  silenced  one  battery,  and  find- ing it  required  too  much  ammunition  to  silence. the  other,  ran  past  it. 
He  says  the  Galena  can  not  use  her  engines  when  aground,  and  that 
she  will  almost  certainly  ground  in  passing  up  to  City  Point.  The 
Monitor  and  Stevens  had  not  Joined  him  at  that  time.  Acting  Master's 
Mate  Uargous,  with  those  of  the  Congresses  crew  that  were  pri^ners 
at  Richmond,  has  Just  arrived  here.  He  and  his  men  having  been 
released  on  ])aroIe,  1  have  ordered  him  to  take  them  all  to  the  receiving 
vessel  at  I^altimore,  and  re(iuosted  Captain  Dornin  to  consult  the 
Department  as  to  their  further  disposition.  Hargous  and  i>arty  came 
from  Richmond  down  the  James  River.  He  informs  me  that  10  miles 
this  side  of  I^ichniond  the  river  is  obstructted  by  a  great  many  sunken 
vessels  and  that  two  vessels  are  ke]»t  in  readiness  to  fill  uj)  the  gap 
left  open  as  soon  as  our  vessels  shall  approach  it.  All  is  quiet  in  these 
roads  and  at  Norfolk.     May  1   request  that  the   Brandywine  may  be 
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«eiit  til  Mii'Hc^  riJjnls  fiom  Hiiltiinore  without  delay!  I  sliall  not  dia- 
vliargi^  tln^  iiiorcliiiiit  laiiis  until  I  lieiir again  troiii  the  Department  ni)Oti 
tbe  subject. 

We  want  2,0W)  imiji-ftilcH  tor  onr  I'jirmtt  l(K>-]H)uii(iers. 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flaff-OjSktr. 
I     Hod,  Gideon  WELLKm, 
I  ■  •ireretar}!  nf  Navy. 

Letter  from  FUitf- Officer  (lotihborouffh,  U.  H.  Savy,  to  command-ant  nary 
,     j/ard,  Netr  York,  requtr^timj  eiijH  itilot^i  for  eoaxi  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roatis,  May  13,  ISHS. 

Sir;  In  order  to  effect  a  certain  very  important  service,  I  am  in  want 
of  at  least  ei^lit  men,  as  pilots,  wlio  are  thoroiigbly  well  acquainted 

with  the  entrances  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  that  ol'  the  main  ship  chan- nel and  that  of  New  Inlet.  The  coaatiner  caiitaius  in  New  York,  I  sm 

told,  are  among  the  very  best  to  be  found.  MesBrs,  Mc(_'rarty,  Mote  & 
t^o.  and  Messrs  Sturges,  OlcarniaD  &  Co.,  both  South  street,  New  York, 
have  been  a  long  time,  1  ;tm  informed,  in  the  North  Can>lina  trade  and 
can  perhaps  designate  the  men  in  view.  Will  you  be  kind  enough. 
Commodore,  to  have  them  procure*!  and  sent  to  me  at  these  roadaT 
Each,  like  the  others  you  Bcnt  me,  will  have  to  be  authori>-.ed  by  you  to 
get  a  pass  from  the  quartermaster  in  Baltimore  to  come  here,  or  else 
the  bay  boats  may  not  be  willing  to  bring  them  iu  the  absence  of  such 
a  yestf. 

Will  you  also  be  kind  enough  to  inform  me  by  telegraph  of  the 
n-neipt  of.  this  communication f 

I  am  greatly  iu  hopes  that  you  may  be  able  to  get  for  us  really  good 
tuen,  and  anch  as  are  at  least  well  acquainted  with  the  entrantes  indi- 

cated, or  who  can  And  their  way  through  them. 
With  every  sentiment  of  respect,  1  am,  Commodore,  your  most 

obedient  servant, 
L.    M.   UOLDSBOBOUGH. 

Commodore  Hiram  Pattlding, 
Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Station,  New  York. 

Hami'ton  ItoADS,  May  13, 18112. 
The  reports  in  the  palters  alxiut  tlie  navy  yard  at  Norfolk  are  utterly 

and  entirely  false.    To  have  destroyed  it  more  effectually  than   has 
been  done  would  indeed  have  been  a  diflienlt  task ;  essentially  it  is  in 
utter  niins. 

L.  M.  GoLnsBOKOium, 

FlayOfficL-r. Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secret II  ri/  .Vnry. 

Order  from  the  Seerriary  if  the  Nnry  to  Flay-Officrr  (loldgborougkf  U.  R. 
Nary,  to  iMay  morrviail  ngahiHt  Wilmington,  N.  V, 

Navv  Dbi'AUTMFint,  May  13,  18G3. 
Sir  :  The  Government  have  determined  to  strike  a  blow  farther  south 

with  the  iron  boato  and  all  the  force  which  can  be  spared,  so  stmu  aa 
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Biehiuoiid  imlls.    Too  will  therefore  delay  your  luovcnioni  \\]m\\\  Wil 
■ungton  for  the  present, 
No  Ttpoirt  hM  yet  been  received  relative  to  tho  X^^hriftu  \\\\M\  \\\\\ 

pBipcn  report  ̂   havinjr  been  two  days  on  short>  at  Now  lulot.* 
I  am,  respeetftiUy,  yoiir  ol>edient  nervant. 

t)n>KON  Wku.kh, 

Flag-OfBoer  L.  M.  Goli>8Boroi*oii, 
Oomd^.  yorth  Atlantic  lUockn^ling  Nr/Nftr/nm,  Ili^mpfoH  Koi^fin, 

Navv    I>KPAUTMI*.NI\ 

WnnhintifoH^  .U»f,V  f'K  ̂ **''•^ 
The  Secretary  loft  ttuH  evoniuK  aiul  will  nrohiibl>  <llf«rhiMf)o  \\\%\ 

Am^,  as8hois  wantctl  iinimMliatoly  in  Now  York.  V^riMf/yM-fHi  lum 
been  ordered  to  the  madH.  Tlie  otiior  nuiiN,  tlio  rroHliloul  rio)  n«  nniy 
bediscbarji^  if  the  War  I)o|mrtmoht  wiHhoM  thoiu.  I  liolioxo  tUMiiMiil 
Meigs  has  telcgraphinl  to  take  them  up. 

tl.  V.  I'f»\, 

Plag-Oftirer  L.  M.  OoMmuoRoiToii. 

Letter  from  Captain  liUike^  U.  S.  Xary^  to  Fhij-O^vir  fhthtMhontnjth^  t\ 
S,  Xavy^  presentifuj  (^onijratHlatunm. 

NaVAI.  ArAUKMX, 

Newport  J  H.  /.,  Mojf  /.v,  /.s>,'». 
Mt  Dear  OoLDSiiOROuaH :  I  can  not  forl>eur  offering  you  niv  nioHt. 

sincere  oongratnhitiona  npon  the  success  of  your  o|>erationH  in  I  lamp 
ton  Roads.    I  thank  (lod  that  you  had  the  tinnnesH  not  |to|  ho  ilrawn 
by  the  Merrimavk  into  a  position  whore  slie  couhl  have  takon  yon  \\\, 
disadvantage.    In  this  part  of  tlio  country  there  was  great  appn^hon 
sion  felt  that  she  would  have  enticeil  some  of  your  comnninil  into  a 
narrow  channel  and  exiK)8ed  them  to  land  batteries,  its  wi*ll  un  Io  lirr 

own  ram,  hut  by  your  skill  and  judgment  all  this  was  foiliyJ  liiiil  «'voi> 
body  here  is  thankful  for  it. 

Believe  me,  as  ever,  faithfully,  yours, 

Flag-Offlcer  (iOLDSBorough. 

Report  of  Captain  Van  Brunt ^  U.  S.  Navy^  mwUmiM^y  ¥  n^ii  stt  hUuhn 
ant  Watteritj  U.  S.  Navy^  of  exaininatUm  'ff  ̂,*^^fi4dfi^h  tfifsH^iP  /y/ 
SewelPa  Point,  Va. 

IfampUfn  Itoiuln^  Vir^ipht,  M^^  H   h-^,/ 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  hm  ̂ '.tau^lunAd^^i'f*  'i.i 

Confederate  fortifications  and  their  armament,  inad^'.  maa^Uh  m/  ..<.im 
diate  supervision  by  Lieutenant  Watters,  IJ.  H.  Navy, 

I  am,  very  res^iectftilly,  your  obe<lient  servant, <1.  '\.  Voi^>"  .  . 
'  '  ̂/  *  -0 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDsnoRoucni, 
Coindg.  North  Atlantic  Blockadinn  Squailrmsmt»4^yy^.   /^ 

•  St'e  ppr  '^  '^«?. 
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U.  S.  Steasi  FaicATK  Minhksota, 
FortretK  Mouroi;  Va.,  Mmj  It,  JSt!;>. 

Sta:  I  liavo  tlielionor  to  submit  th«  fullowinj;  report  of  t hi- exmiiiuiv 

tiiiii  i>r  tlie  dot'enses  at  Sowell's  Point,  uear  tlje  mouth  of  the  Hti/abotli Uiver,  i^Iho  tlie  iiiiirks  :viJil  d;vt%  on  the  guii»,  wliJih  are  all  navy  of  tlie 
valibora  of  U  inclicit,  9  ioubes,  aud  anuio  few  old  4:i-}>oiinder  nliip  uir- 
roiiades.  Tlie  works  are  well  coiistriicttd,  sii|ipliccl  with  maga/JncH, 
niiuiyof  which iiotitain  powder  aud  loaded  sholiti;  also  Inmibproof  trav- 
eraGH  aud  store  rooms,  and  along  the  Itiie  are  found  luriiaees  for  beating 
sbot,  wilb  tubs  of  water  adjacent,  coutaiuing  wads  to  be  iis<td  witb 
such  shot;  there  were  also  oartb  wada  on  tbese  batteries,  to  be  nseil  for 
the  same  puriHtses. 
Nouoof  the  giiQS  are  spiked  or  disabled  in  anyway.  All  are  well 

monutt^d  aud  supplied  with  iuiplemeuts,  aud  in  each  battery  the  dis- 
tances in  yards  are  given,  iu  conspicuous  letters,  fmin  the  battery  U> 

the  buoys  which  mark  the  channel,  to  govern  the  gunners  in  their  uno 
of  the  taugeut  sights,  with  which  the  guns  ara  supplied  ns  they  nra  in 
the  Navy.  Some  of  the  gnus  have  the  old  elevating  quoin  and  bud, 

others  have  the  modern  navy  elevating  screw  of  I'ook's  pattern.  Some 
are  mounteil  on  army  carriages  and  others  on  navy  truck  carriai;e8, 
rnnuiuR  on  the  oniinary  army  traverse,  but  all  areserviceably  inouuU'd 

and  well  provided.  The  dift'ereut  batteries,  uommencing  at  the  first  on 
the  estreine  right,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  Jewell's 
I'oint  fort,  are  connected  by  a  continuous  liue  of  rille  pits  eomiuand- 
ing  the  approach  from  the  water  side,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  bat- 
ttiries  wonld  have  made  an  attempt  at  landing  to  turn  the  reiu'  of  tho 
principal  batterya  very  hazardous  exploit.  The  shells,  rille  and  other, 
found  iu  the  store  rooms  are  of  the  be-st  inventions,  embracing  concus- 

sion and  time  fuzes,  aud  iu  some  cases  uombining  the  advautagcs  of 
both.  The  rifled  guns,  of  which  there  are  three,  are  lung  double  for- 
tilled  navy  G-inch  smoothbore,  of  .58  hundredweight,  rilled  aud  reen- 
forced  over  the  first  reenfbrce  by  a  belt  of  iron  2  teet  in  length  aud  1 J 
inches  thick,  very  neatly  fitted,  having  the  ajipearance  of  the  I'arrott 
gnu  and  giving  it  tho  necessary  strength  to  meet  the  incroi^sed  weight 
of  the  projectile,  which  is  about  80  i>ounds. 
The  first  battery  examined  is  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  is  a 

masked  battery,  completely  .si^reeued  by  wood  and  brush  from  the 
Water  side,  just  completed,  except  to  mount  the  guns,  the  carriages  for 
which  are  on  the  pi'emises,  and  euable<l  me  to  see  they  were  intended 
for  80-j>ounder  rifle  guns.  The  battery  Is  constructed  for  four  guns,  one 
a  casemate  with  railroadirfui  roof,  and  the  other  three  iu  barbette, 
with  magaitine  and  iwmbproof  tr.vverse  adjacent.  Thi^  battery  is  much 
nearer  the  itip  Uaps,  which  it  fronts  and  commaudtj,  and  might  have 
proved  very  annoying  if  the  guns  had  been  iu  position. 

The  !iect>nd  battery  is  situated  on  an  elevated  site  half  a  mile  to  the 
left,  and  has  two  rifle  80-pouDder  guns  in  casemates  with  railroad-iron 
roof,  supiKtrted  with  massive  framework  of  yellow  pine.  Thi-se  guns 
are  navy  338,  altered  and  reeuforced.  The  third  battery,  a  few  hun- 

dred yards  to  the  left,  again  is  composed  of  three  smoothbore  gnus  in 
bartwtte,  navy  32-pounders.  Next  in  succession  is  the  principal  fortifi- 

cation on  the  point,  a  well-built  earth  fort,  having  bastioned  flanks, 
with  redan  in  ftont.  It  has  commodious  barnutks  and  ofQceis'  tjuarters 
aud  parade  ground,  tt  is  sarromided  with  a  ditch;  its  roar  is  pi'O- 
tt'cted  by  an  extent  of  swampy  land,  palisadt-d.  and  with  line  of  rifle 
pit-s  inside  paliMUle,  tho  whole  covered  with  heavy  goua  on  thu  furt  at 
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intervals,  the  spaces  between  prepared  with  loopholes  and  banquette 
for  musketry.  In  the  interior  are  numerous  magazines  and  bombproof 

traverses,  to  serve  as  store  rooms.  The  guns  are  9-inch  Dahlgren,  of 
the  newest  make,  some  rifle  cannon,  some  32poundtirs,  and  a  few  old 
42-ponnder  carronades— in  all  33  guns.  To  be  more  explicit,  there  is 
one  rifle  80-i)ounder,  seven  are  9-inch  Dahlgren  guns,  eighteen  are 
heavy  32-pounders,  and  the  remainder  are  of  lighter  weight.  The  left 
of  this  fort  is  protected  from  landing  parties  by  the  batteries  on  Craney 
Island ;  the  right,  therefore,  is  the  most  exposed,  and  is  consequently  the 
strongest  point.  The  right  has  two  bastions,  crowning  an  elevated 
piece  of  ground,  with  cross  fire  in  front  and  on  the  flank.  There  is  a 

deep  ditch,  and  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  bastions  the  scarp  is  i>ali- 
saded,  the  points  of  the  palisades  projecting  out  about  30  degrees  and 

placed  about  5  I'eet  above  the  base  of  scarp.  On  one  of  these  bastions 
the  only  rifle  piece  in  the  fort  had  been  mounted,  and  we  found  it  in  the 

gorge  (if  the  bastion  slung  to  a  truck  for  the  purpose  of  being  trans- 
ported to  the  masked  battery  on  the  right,  confirming  the  opinion  with 

regard  to  the  carriages  found  in  that  place. 
Appended  is  a  <lescription  of  the  guns  on  the  works. 

Marks  on  guns. 

Gi-inch 

Clinch 

0|inrh 

61-lncIi 
6|-iuch 
9iDch . 

9inch  . 

9-inch  . 

9-iiirli . 

9fiicli . 

9iDcIi  . 
9-iiirh  . 

Gi  inch 

ei-inrh 
tfi-iiu'h 6|  inch 

6|-in<>h g]  inch Glinrh 
Ol-inch 

gI  inch 
Glinrh 
»{  inch 6-imli  . 
6- inch  . 
fiinch  . 
Gincb  . 
G  inch  . 
G-inch  . 
Gincb  . 

Calil»*T. 
Rifle. 

S  lUMilh l»orc. 

a  CovoriMl  by  vent  patch. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

Koso  ring. 

B.F  .... 

T.F.N. 

C.F  .... 

F.P.F.. 

722 
639 

405 
282 

167 I (a)  ,. 
C.A.&Co   I    151 
w.r 

P.P. 

T.F. 

W.P 

1     AV.  P 

T.F. W.  P 

1     B.F 

C.F C.F 
T.F 

T.  F 
F.P 
T  F 

F.P. B.F 
T.J. 

C.F. 

P... 

(y  •  •  •  • (6) 
J.W 

C.A.&Co 

C.  A. 
C.A. &Co dcCo 

19 

7 

2G5 
11 

17 
268 3 
304 

298 
293 
603 

445 

161 407 

165 I..ost 

LoMt 

204 
132 
258 

153 347 

26 
152 

Triiunionfl. 

Right. 

Five  old  42])0U!Hler  carronades,  mounted. 
Six  old  42-ponnder  carronades,  disnumnteil. 

58. 1. 16 

59.2.18 
57. 1. 23 

61.3.10 

57. 3. 19 

63.3.20 

27.3.06 

C.  W.  S 

tl .  Ss.  \j   •  •  •  • 

A.S.W... 

L.B.B.... 

Jj.  AI.  P  . . . 
C/.  /L.  01. . .  • 

9,292  Ib8.  T.A.H 
) 

9, 103  lbs.  J.  A.  D. 

9,158IbH.!<l.M... 

9, 157  lbs.  T.  A.  H 

9. 292  IbH. 

9, 158  lbs. 
9. 018  lbs. 

T.  A.  n . . . 

G.M   tl .  A.  U . . . . 

62. 1. 18  L.  M.  P 
61.3.08 
61. 3. 18 
67.2.26 
67.2.18 

67. 3. 27 
57.2.15 
67. 2. 27 
02. 3. 2 

62.0.23 
68.3.20 
69.1.14 
60.2.14 
59. 1. 12 
27.1.25 

60.0.00 
42. 3. 12 
27.3.2 

A.S.  W., 

A.S.  W. 
J  .  i>.  0  .  .  . 
o.  s.  o . . , 
KB.B.. 
O.S.C.. 
E.B.B.. 
L.M.P. 
G.A.M. 32 

32 

32 
C.A.M... 

32 

A.S.  W... 
G.A.H  .. 

b  MarkH  lout. 

Loft. 

{ 

/  32 

\1852 

/  32 

\1849 

/  32 

11848 f  32 

11845 r  32 

\1849 
1845 1846 

9 1855 

f  • 

118
55 

11850 

11855 

9 1H55 

1859 
1855 

r  32 

{l846 

^1845 

1845 

1849 1848 

1855 1848 

1847 
1845 
1845 

{ 

1821 1819 

1820 1846 
1820 1842 

1840 



KORTH  ATLANTIC   BLOOKADIHO  SQUADRON. 

iilcd,  i I  loil. 
One  olil  4'i  pDiiiicU'r  cuiTniiiido,  ilismouiil 
SoiDii  of  tliesu  guild  uru  ho  old  the  riiarkM  can  not  budisLiinied. 

Riaei-aniion,  ai-pimmlerB        3 
NiDfl-inch  ■uLoutbliiire              7 

Doable  I'uTtilieil  ̂ U-|>uuii<lerB    18 
lJ}!lit  32-ii<»"i<lBrH    4 
Korty-two  poiia(l«f  ahip  catronadea    6 

n  litis  moiintiHl         -     SH 
tiiinBdlNuioiiutrd       7 

■I'lihtl    45 

Vwy  respecltQlly,  your  obedient  aerviiut, 
.loRN  Wattkks, 

Lievtenani,  !'.  ,V.  .A'nry. 
Oftptiiiii  a.  -I.  Van  Brunt,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cumtitanding  V.  A".  S.  Minnesota. 

UH^rfrom  FUnj-Offieer  (iolditboroKglt,  U.S.  Xarg^to  Voiiiiiifitidrr  liodgerg, 
U.  S.  Sitrif,  rtgiiriiinij  Miipphenfor  the  ressetsvp  Ilie-Jnmeii  Hivt^i: 

D.  S.  FLAiisnip  Minnesota, 
Hampton  lioaih,  Virffinui,  Maif  11,  18G2. 

SiB:  I  have  just  received  your  letters  of  the  11th  and  lUth  instant. 
The  fiict  tliat  Lientenant  Communding  Jetlers  did  not  obey  my  orders 
ta  reduee  all  the  Ibrts,  »iiike  sill  the  gnnw,  and  blow  iip  iill  the  tnaga- 
ziiies  n»  he  wont  along  up  Jiinicn  Itiver,  and  then  open  a  way  to  furnish 
yon  with  supplies  of  any  kind  yoa  might  desire  without  diDicnlty,  com- 

pletely deranges  nil  my  planx  and  calculations  and  embarrasses  me 
exceedingly.  From  what  I  gather,  there  was  not  even  an  attempt  ott 
bis  part  to  olrey  my  orders. 

This  ship  is  now  the  only  one  I  havS  left  iu  these  roa<ls,  and  at  Nor- 
folk itself  1  have  but  four.  I  must  look  to  the  effect  of  a  reverse,  as 

well  as  of  a  suceess,  to  our  army  now  near  Kichinond.  Surely  none  of 
the  vessels  np  James  Hiver  can  bo  in  want  of  provisions  already. 
Should  yon  be  in  want  of  ordnance  before  I  can  gut  a  supply  to  you  up 
James  Kiver,  you  mni't  try  anit  get  it  sent  to  you  from  York  Hiver, 
where  there  is  an  ordnance  vessel  with  a  large  supply  of  stores  on 
boanl.  Say  to  Commander  Smith  that  it  is  my  orders  he  should  afford 
you  every  i>ossible  facility  in  furnishing  you  witli  ordnance  stores.  He 
has  also  a  vessel  loaded  with  provisions  and  stores  iu  York  River,  from 
which  yoii  can  liraw  anything  you  may  need  in  case  of  necessity, 
(lenerat  McCldlan,  1  am  sure,  will  do  everything  in  bis  i>ower  to  assist 
you  iu  getting  supplies  luross  the  ]>eninsuhi,  atxl  to  Jamestown  Island 
fW>ui  WiltiHmsbtirg,  as  you  suggest;  and  Commander  Smith  must,  and 
will,  iiHsist  you  on  the  other  side. 

Write  me  iiumeiliately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  and  let  me  know  if  it  is 
absolntvly  neirossary  that  I  sliould  break  up  all  my  arrangcmeutB  here 
and  at  Norfolk,  of  vessels,  to  get  you  supplies  up  James  River,  because 
Lientenaiit  Jeffers  did  not  olwy  my  orders,  refteated  to  him  oyer  and 

over  again.  The  dillltulty  of  the  work  on  Ilarding's  (Hardy's,  Har- 
den's)  Bluff  is  the  only  one,  as  I  understand  the  ease,  to  overcome,  iu 
order  to  get  supplies  to  you  uninterruptedly.     Is  this  sot 

I  have  two  vessels  here  in  full  readiness  to  dispatch  to  yon.  one  with 
coal  and  the  other  with  ordnance  stores,  and  was  only  waiting  \o  hear 
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that  tbe  river  had  been  cleared,  agreeably  to  my  orders  to  Lieutenant 
Jeffers,  in  order  to  send  tliem  off. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag  Officer. 
Commander  J.  Rodgebs,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Vomdg.  Div,  of  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
up  Jamca  River. 

[Telogmin.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roadn,  May  14,  1862. 

(Received  at  Washington,  I>.  C,  May  15.) 
SiB:  I  have  date$^  from  Commander  Bodgers  of  the  12th  instant. 

The  Monitor  and  Stevens  hsid  joined  him  where  he  was  lying  off  James 
[Jamestown]  Island  and  he  was  to  move  up  the  river  that  evening, 
until  joined  by  the  Monitor  and  Stevens  he  was,  as  he  says,  unable  to 
resist  the  live  ganboats  of  the  enemy  above  him,  because  the  Galena 
would  inevitably  fliavel  grounded  in  pa^ssing  the  bar,  and  thus  leave 
only  the  Aroostook  ana  Port  Royal  to  assist  [resist]  them.  Notwith- 

standing my  orders  to  Lieutenant-Commanding  Jeffers  to  reduce  all  the 
enemy's  works  on  James  River  as  he  went  along,  spike  their  guns,  and 
blow  up  their  magazines,  and  thus  leave  the  river  entirely  open  so  that 
supplies  of  any  sort  might  be  forwarded  without  diflfieulty,  he  has  not 
carried  them  out,  and  1  am  now  informed  that  two  of  their  works  on  the 
river  bank  of  James  River,  one  at  Rock  Wharf  Landing  and  the  other 

at  Harden's,  or  Mother  Tynes'  [Linces,  Line's]  Bluff,  both  between  here 
and  our  vessels  up  the  James  River,  must,  in  effect,  be  taken  before  the 
river  can  be  navigated  by  our  supply  vessels.  My  present  intention  is 
to  send  the  Susquehanna  and  Da^iotah  up  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  these  works,  which,  as  Rodgers  informs  me,  although  strong  in 
guns  are  probably  weak  in  men.  I  have  put  two  100-pounder  Parrotts 
on  board  the  Susquehnnna,  and  the  Dacotah  came  hero  provided  with 
one.  The  Seminole  I  shall  retain  at  Norfolk  and  perhaps  the  San 
Jacinto  besides,  but  if  I  do  have  to  send  the  San  Jacinto  with  the  Sus- 

quehanna and  Da^otahj  then  I  shall  have  to  move  this  ship  up  to  Nor- 
folk and  then  leave  nothing  in  these  roads  for  the  time  being.  Before 

sending  oft' this  expedition  I  hope  to  hear  from  Rodgers  again,  to  whom 
I  have  written  by  mail  of  to-day.  If  he  succeeds  in  getting  to  Rich- 

mond, there  mjiy  be  no  necessity  for  it. 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOBOXTGH, 

Flag  Officer. 
Hon.  (xiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Report  of  Captain  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  affairs  in  sounds  of  North 
Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
FAizaheth  City,  N.  C,  May  li,  1S6S. 

SiB :  I  congratulate  you  on  the  occupation  of  Norfolk  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Merrimack.  The  coast  is  now  clear  and  the  navy  will  l)e 

able  to  support  the  gallant  McClellan  on  both  sides. 
N  w  B — VOL  7   23 
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We  were  iulormed  ou  tLe  evening  of  tlie  lOtb  of  tlie  evacuation  of 
Koriblk.  and  I  iui mediately  diapatclicd  two  vessels  up  the  Chowan  aa 
high  as  Wiutori  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction. 

I  shall  send  a  force  up  the  Hoauoke  under  Flusaer  as  high  as  he  can 
safely  go,  the  main  object  being  to  seize  some  steamers  running  to 
Jamestown. 

A  party  of  100  men  landed  last  night,  commanded  by  Captain  Flnaser, 
and  marched  li  mileJi  back,  of  the  city  to  a  farmlioiific,  where  he  fouud 
tb«  apparatus  belonging  to  one  of  the  lighthouses  in  the  sound.     I  have 
it  on  board  this  ship. 

I  shall  send  more  detailed  atreonnta  hcrealt«r. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  resiHsctfulty,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  <J.  HOWAN, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Xaual  Forces,  Soundn  of  A'orth  Curolina. 
FlagOtticer  L.  M.  GoLDsBoBoncn, 

Comdff,  A'ortk  Atlantic  Blockadinij  Sijuadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Report  of  Commander  Anmtrong,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  V.  A  S, 
State  of  Georgia,  ofajfaira  off  Wilmington,  N.  G. 

IT.  8.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  May  1-1, 1863. 

Sir:  I  havi*  dispatched  to-day  the  (.'.  9.  gunboat  Vicloria  to  Beun- 

I'ort,  N.  C,  for  sujiplies.  The  I'cnobacol  aixl  Montiitllo  are  o8'  Oaiie Fear;  this  ship  and  the  Chippewa  off  New  lulet.  Thi.s  ship  requires  a 
new  galley  and  galley  pipe,  and  has  but  oue  anchor,  1  euulose  a  requi- 
aitiou  for  an  iron-stocked  anchor  of  '2,!>0i)  pounds. 

The  rebels  at  Fort  Caswell  are  busy  strengthening  their  fortitlcatiou 
and  leveling  the  aaud  hills  to  the  westward  of  the  fort.  They  have 
placed  obstructions  in  the  channel  and  have  a  liue  of  tloats  across  the 
entrance  of  Cape  Fear  Itiver.  Contrabands  who  came  off  on  Mouday, 
May  4,  repoit  that  the  steamers  Nashville  and  Gordon  had  previously 
gone  out.  I  phice  no  reliance  on  their  statement,  although  a  rumor 
prevailed  at  Beaufort,  N.  C,  before  I  left  there  that  such  was  the  case. 

I  trust  that  the  vessels  absent  for  supjilies  will  soon  return  here,  as 

this  part  of  the  coast  requires  several  vessels  to  guard  it  efi'ectually, aud  it  is  now  abuost  the  only  point  left  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy 
where  vessels  can  attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  send  np  two  deserters  from  Fort  Caswell  ineutiuued  in  the  enclosed 
report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Braiue. 

I  aui,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jas.  F.  AbmstbiiNQ, 

Commander,  Commanding. 

Flag-Oflli'er  L.  M.  ttOLBsnoROHOH, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  lilockailing  Squadron. 

Inatructions  from  Flag-Officer  Goldshorotigh,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander 
hodgers,  U.  S  Nary,  regarding  operations  in  the  James  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  13y  1863, 

Sib:  I  {iresame  that  Lieutenant  Coinmanding  Jefi'urs,  of  course,  told you  of  my  wishes  that  our  vessels  in  James  River,  especially  the 
Monitor,  should  push  ou  up  to   Kichuiond,  if  possible,  without  any 
unnecessary  delay,  and  shell  the  place  into  a  surrender.    The  enemy, 
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from  what  I  gather,  is  placing  obstrnctions  in  the  way,  of  sunken  ves- 
sels, about  10  or  12  miles  this  side  of  Bichmoiid,  aud  his  vessels  are  all 

above  that  point,  within,  they  say,  5  miles  of  the  city.  Tlie  Monitor^ 
Aroostook^  Fort  ttoyal^  and  Stevens  can,  I  am  informed,  all  get  over  the 
bar  just  this  side  of  Eocketts,  and  even  to  Richmond  itself.  The  Galena 
can  not  do  so,  but  the  rest  will  be  force  enough.  As  the  obstructions 
liave  been  put  down  very  hurriedly,  and  consist,  I  am  told,  of  nothing 
but  vessels,  there  will  be  no  great  difficulty,  I  take  it,  in  clearing 
a  passageway. 

I  can  find  no  one  to  confirm  your  impression  that  27  feet  of  water 
may  be  carried  past  White  Shoal.  With  a  good  pilot,  the  Stutque- 
hannaj  drawing  19  feet,  may  be  got  up  to  and  above  Day's  Point,  aud  I 
am  arranging  to  send  her,  the  Dacotah^  and  two  of  the  gunboats  in 
York  River,  if  I  can  get  them,  all  four,  to  throw  100-pounder  project- 

iles to  destroy  the  two  forts  of  which  you  speak  in  your  letters  of  the 
11th  and  12th.  These  vessels  will  be  accompanied  by  a  s<;hooner 
loaded  with  coal,  aud  by  another  with  ordnance  stores  on  board,  both 
of  which  to  be  sent  right  up  to  you  the  moment  all  difficulties  are 
removed.  If  you  wish  them  to  stop  at  Jamestown  Island,  direct  some 
one  there  to  deliver  a  communication  from  you  to  such  effect  as  soon 
as  they  may  appear  in  sight  of  that  island.  It  is  more  than  probable 
that  they  will  be  towed  up  by  either  the  Sebago  or  Maratanza,  for 
these  are  the  two  gunboats  I  am  in  hoi)es  of  getting  from  the  York 
River,  and  I  have  sent  Commander  Case  there  ibr  the  express  purpose 
of  securing  their  services. 

Should  Richmond  fall  into  our  possession,  inform  me  of  the  fact  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  Send  off  a  special  messenger  with  the 
intelligence,  if  she  can  get  here  sooner  than  a  letter  by  niail. 

I  shall  send  up  a  good  body  of  marines  to  take  the  above  forts  in 
reverse,  in  case  of  finding  them  strong  in  guns  and  weak  in  men. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag  Officer. 
Commander  Rodgerr, 

U.  S.  8.  Galena. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Murray^  U.  aS.  Nai^y^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  SehagOj 
enclosing  an  order  from  the  Secret^iry  of  the  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Sbbago, 
Cumberland  Foint,  Famunlcey  River j  May  15, 1862. 

Flag-Officer  :  I  enclose  you  a  letter  I  received  to-day,  delayed  by 
its  being  sent  to  the  White  House. 

I  lost  no  time  in  visiting  General  McClellairs  headquarters  and  mak- 
ing arrangements  to  act  in  concert. 

The  movements  of  the  army  toward  the  White  House  are  retarded 
by  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads;  we  will  be  there  to-morrow. 

I  send  by  tug  201  projectiles  for  Parrott  gun. 
I  learn  by  signal  that  a  movement  of  the  whole  army  will  take  place 

in  the  morning. 
Franklin's  and  Porter's  corps  of  the  army  moved  this  morning  and 

are  now  encamped  around  the  White  House. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  A.  Murray, 
Lieutenant,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces  in  York  and  Famunkey  Rivers. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
OinnnMnding  Naval  Forces^  North  Atlantic. 



OUMBEELAND  [  PoiNT,  ViRGINLA],  May  11,  18G3. 
SlU:  The  Secretary  ol'  the  Navy,  now  ou  board  tiie  XT,  8.  S.  Balti- more, at  this  place,  desires  me  to  apprise  you  that  Commander  Smith 

and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  have  been,  byreiiuoat  of  Geuoral 
UcClellau,  ordered  toJamea  Btvcr,  leaving  you  senior  officer  in  those 

caters. Very  respectfully,  Wm.  Faxon, 
Chit/  Clerk  Nary  Department. 

I  Lieutunaut  Commaudiug  A.  HuitBAY. 

'jBttcr/rom  Uriffodier- General  Mmisjield,   U.  8.  Army,  to  Ftan-Ojffi 
\  Ooldaborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  adinain<j  anployvient  of  a  tug  for  ' 
I  o^en  oommunication. 

Newport  News,  Va.,  May  15, 1863. 
I  Deab  SiK:  Allow  me  to  suggest  that  a  very  small  tug  be  kept  on 
kc  tlamet*,  watching  the  same  and  commuuicatiiig  with  your  ship  aud 

vessels  of  our  Navy  up  theriver.     It  may  briugnewsof  the  higbest 
tuportanco  at  times. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Jos.  K.  F.  Mansfield, 
Brigadier- Qeneral,  U.S.  Army.  A 

Flag-Ufficee,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Hampton  Boaiit. 

ettcrfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-offieem.  regarding  dUpoaiH 

of  prized. 
Navy  Department,  May  is,  1863.  ' 

8lB:  The  Department  calls  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  of  the 
nami^rous  prizes  taken  by  the  blockiuliug  sipiadrous  only  three  of  them 
havebeeu  soutto  Boston.    A  fair  proportiou  of  the  prizes  should  be 
sent  to  that  iiort  for  adjudication. 

~  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, G.  V.  Fox, 

Aetini/  Secretary. 

I  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Dn  PONT, 
Comdg,  South  Atlarttio  Blockading  iiquadron.  Port  Boyal,  ,V.  0. 

[  Flag-Ofllcer  L.  M.  Goldsboeough, 
Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqnadron,  Hampton  Koadn. 

,  Flag-Officer  Wm.  W.  MoKeak, 
Comdg.  Eaittern  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  Fia. 

.  Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farrauut, 
Commanding  Western  Oulf  Blockading  Squadr&n. 

Engagement  at  Dracrg's  Blvff,  Virginia,  May  15, 1863. 

1  laport  Df  Flag-Offlcer  Ooldiboroagh,  U.  8.  ITn-vy,  torwarduig  reports  of  commiuidiiii 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  StrsQUKHANNi. 

Jame»  Hivcr,  Virginia,  Mny  l^i,  lH(;s. 
Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  an  engaire- 

teut  which  took  place  ou  the  15th  lustaut  betweeu  out  vessels  up  ihia 
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river  and  a  fort  of  the  enemy  on  Ward's  or  Drewry's  BluiT,  wliicli  fort 
is  at  tbe  obstructions  wliich  have  been  placed  in  the  river,  and  about 
8  miles  from  Kichmond. 

The  Stevens  went  to  Norfolk  last  night  to  carry  seven  of  the  wounded 
to  the  hospital,  thence  to  return  to  Hampton  Eoads. 

The  force  now  up  this  river  consists  of  the  Waehusetty  Galena,  Moni- 
tor^  Maratanza^  Aroostook^  Port  Royal,  and  the  tug  Dragon. 

The  Dacotah  was  dispatched  yesterday  from  this  river  to  proceed,  as 
directed  by  the  Department,  to  New  Orleans. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer  J  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wanhington^  D.  C. 

Baport  of  Commander  Bodger%  U.  S.  Havy,  oommanding  U.  S.  S.  Oalezia. 

U.  S.  S.  Galena, 
Off  City  Pointy  James  River ^  May  16 j  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel,  the  Aroostook^  the 
Monitor^  and  Port  Royal ̂   with  the  Naugatuckj  moved  up  the  river,  get- 

ting aground  several  times,  but  meeting  no  artificial  impediments, 
until  we  arrived  at  Ward's  Bluff,  about  8  miles  from  liichmond,  where  we 
encountered  a  heavy  battery  and  two  separate  barriers,  formed  of  spiles 
and  steamboats  and  sail  vessels.  The  pilots  both  s<ay  that  they  saw 
the  Jamestoicn  and  Yorktown  among  the  number.  The  banks  of  the 
river  we  found  lined  with  rifle  pits,  from  which  sharpshooters  annoyed 
the  men  at  the  guns.  These  would  hinder  the  removal  of  obstructions 
unless  driven  away  by  a  land  force. 

The  Galena  ran  within  about  GOO  yards  of  the  battery,  as  near  the 
spiles  as  it  was  deemed  proper  to  go,  let  go  her  anchor,  and  with  a 
spring  swung  across  the  stream,  not  more  than  twice  as  wide  as  the  ship 
is  long;  then,  at  7 :4o  a.  m.,  opened  fire  upon  the  battery.  The  wooden 
vessels,  as  directed,  anchored  about  1,300  yards  below.  The  Monitor 
anchored  near,  and  at  9  o'clock  she  passed  just  above  the  Galena^  but 
found  her  guns  could  not  be  elevate<l  enough  to  reach  the  battery.  She 
then  dropped  a  little  below  us  and  made  her  shots  effective. 

At  11 :05  the  Galena  had  expended  nearly  all  her  ammunition,  and  I 
made  signal  to  discontinue  the  action. 
We  had  but  six  Parrott  charges  and  not  a  single  tilled  9-inch  shell. 

We  had  13  men  killed  and  11  wounded. 
The  rifled  lOOpounder  Parrott  of  the  Kaugaiuck  burst,  half  of  the 

part  abaft  the  trunnions  going  overboard.    She  is  therefore  disabled. 
The  Galena  and  Monitor  can,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  silence 

the  battery  at  Harden's  Bluff. 
The  result  of  our  experiment  with  the  Galena  I  enclose.  We  dem- 

onstrated that  she  is  not  shot-i)roof ;  balls  came  through,  and  many  men 
were  killed  with  fragments  of  her  own  iron.  One  fairly  penetrateil 
just  above  the  water  line  and  exploded  in  the  steerage.  The  greater 
part  of  the  balls,  however,  at  the  water  line,  after  breaking  the  iron, 
stuck  in  the  wooil.  The  port  side  is  much  injured;  knees,  timbers,  and 
])lanks  started.  No  shot  penetrated  the  spar  deck,  but  in  three  pla<ies 
are  large  holes,  one  of  them  a  yard  long  and  about  8  inches  wide,  made 
by  a  shot  which,  in  glancing,  complet<»ly  broke  through  the  deck,  kill- 

ing several  men  with  fragments  of  the  deck  plating. 
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Tlie  Qalemi  slioolcl  be  repaireii  bflfore  xeiiding  her  to  sea.  T  would 
HngguBt  the  WaKhiiigtoii  navy  yard,  aiuce  ho  many  jnyiple  tbere  have 

an  iutfirest  in  iron  platiog,  and  alie  bo  well  Hbowti  tlie  efi'ect  of  varioas Khot. 
No  gun  is  disabled,  but  we  need  ammimition. 
Ou  .laiues  Kiver  an  army  can  be  landed  wittiin  10  milea  of  Kichtnond 

ou  eitber  biiuk. 
Wo  uommaudCity  Point,  and  are  ready  to  cooperate  with  a  land  force 

in  an  advance  upon  I'eterKburg.  In  going  up  James  Kiver  above  tlii» 
point  it  will  be  desirable  to  protect  tlie  crew  from  sliarpshooteis  n)>oii 
the  river;  tliey  annoyed  us. 

To  command  important  i>oints  and  prevent  the  reocciipation  of  old 

Fort  Powhatan  at  Hood's,  more  veasela  are  needed. 
Some  should  continually  paxs  up  and  down  the  river  to  prevent  the 

erection  of  new  batteiies. 
I  can  not  too  highly  commend  the  cool  courage  of  the  officers  and 

crew. 
Lieutenant  Newman,  rhe  execntive  oflicer,  was  conspicuous  for  his 

pliant  and  eQ'ective  services.  Mr.  Washburn,  acting  master,  behaved admirably.    These  are  sclented  aniongat  the  number. 

The  Arooittook,  J'urt  Rot/ul,  AiiH  Xaugtitiick  took  the  stations  j)revi- 
oaslyassigued  them,  and  did  everything  which  was  possible:  the  ̂ Woni- 
tor  could  not  have  done  better.  The  barrier  is  such  that  veswels  of  the 

enemy,  even  if  they  had  any,  probably  can  not  paeti  oat;  ours  can  not 

Commander,  U.  8.  Ufavif. 
Flag  <  micur  GoLDsnononaH, 

JIamptim  lloailn,  Virjiinia. 

Bsport  at  AsliitRat  Surgaali  Vui  Oiaioa.  XS.  6.  ItaTy,  of  SBioBltiN. 

U.  S.  S.  Galen, 

jfear  Oity  Point,  .Vff.i/  Iti,  'jSflS. Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 

killed  and  wounded  in  the  action  at  Ward's  Blnfl',  near  Uichmond,  May 15,1862; 

^  U.  8.  S.  Galmii: 
Killed. — ^Thomas  Beady,  captain  forotop;  James  H.  Webber,  third- 

class  boy;  Michael  Manney,  landsman ;  Martin  Millberry,  landsman; 
John  Smith  (4th),  ordinary  seaman;  Bobcrt  Boyd,  ordinary  seaman; 
Itichard  A.  Adams,  seaman ;  John  Quigg.  ordinary  seaman :  John  Rus- 

sell, landsman;  William  II.  Hort^in,  ordinary  seaman;  Joseph  Johnson, 
private  marine:  Jared  D.  Boorom.  gunner;  David  Patterson,  landsman. 

Wounded. — John  O'Connor,  third-class  boy,  burned  and  wound  of 
ankle  Joint;  William  Stevens,  tlrst  {class]  seaman,  not  seriously;  George 
McDonnell,  seaman,  slightly;  Thomas  Fmnegan,  seaman,  arm  seriously 
injured;  Henry  Watson,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  William  Harrison, 
landsman,  slightly;  Thomas  Clark,  landsman,  not  seriously;  Diedrich 
Visser,  seaman,  slightly;  Andrew  McCleary,  acting  masters  mate,  not 
seriously ;  Owen  Dougherty,  coal  heaver,  mortally ;  I'rederick  W,  John- 

son, lirst-clasa  boy,  not  seriously. 

I 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        359 

Port  Royal : 
Wounded. — George  [U.]  Morris,  commander,  flesh  wound  of  right 

leg. 

Naugatuck : 
Wounded. — James  Wilton,  musket  shot,  not  serious;  Peter  Dixon, 

not  seriously. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ransford  ¥j.  Van  Gieson, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S,  S.  Galena. 

Commander  John  Rodgers. 

Report  of  lieatonant  Hewman,  U.  S.  Navj,  ezecatlTe  offioer  of  U.  8.  8.  Oalona. 

U.  S.  S.  Galena, 
Off  City  Pointy  James  River,  May  16, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day  I  have  tlie  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  condition  of  this  ship's  hull: 

On  the  port  side  her  bulwarks,  between  ports  Kos.  5  and  6,  are 
started  in  about  an  inch  and  the  timbers  broken.  Thirteen  shot  and 
shell  have  perforated  her  side,  splintering  considerably ;  forward  of  No. 
1  port  the  bulwarks  are  badly  shattered.  Several  hanging  knees  are 
startedoff  from  side  and  spar-deck  beams;  many  seams  are  opened  in 
the  side,  and  the  gun  deck  beneath  the  guns  will  require  calking. 

In  forward  room  of  wardroom  the  hanging  knee  is  started  about  2^ 
inches  and  the  side  injured.  In  forward  part  of  steerage  a  shell  per- 

forated the  side  and  started  the  hanging  knee  about  2  inches.  In  after 
room  a  diagonal  knee  is  slightly  started  and  the  air  port  stoven  in.  In 
the  coal  bunkers  the  side  is  also  injured. 

On  spar  deck,  several  glancing  shot  have  made  indentations  in  the 
iron  plates  and  broken  deck  planks;  in  two  instances  apertures  about 
18  inches  by  4  inches  have  been  made;  the  hammock  netting  is  shat- 

tered. The  wheel  is  injured,  one  boat  davit  gone,  and  several  awning 
and  rail  stanchions. 

The  armor  is  started  from  the  stem,  also  at  the  junction  of  the  bars 
on  the  stern,  and  on  the  starboard  quarter  near  port  No.  8. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  H.  Newman, 

Executive  Officer. 
Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  in  James  River, 

Additional  report  of  lieutenant  Newman,  U.  8.  Navy,  ezeoutiTe  oiBeer  of  U.  8.  S.  Oalena. 

U.  S.  S.  Galena, 
Off  City  Point,  May  16, 1862. 

Sir:  F  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  wounds  received  by 
this  vessel  in  the  action  of  yestenlay. 
One  rifle  shot,  one  round  shot,  8-inch,  piercing  the  side  forward  of 

bow  iK)rt. 
One  round  shot,  8-inch,  near  water  line  under  second  port. 
One  round  shot  under  fore  chains,  glanced. 
One  round  shot,  8-inch,  piercing  the  side  between  x)orts  3  and  4. 
One  round  shot,  8-inch,  glancing  just  below  i)ort  No.  4. 
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liiu  round  sliot,  H-iiiub,  water  Hue,  petietnitJiit;;  its  diameter. 
.  Iiie  round  sliot,  S-inuli,  piercing  tbu  side  bcluw  port  No.  5. 
Oue  poiiiui  shot,  S-iiich,  S  feet  abaft  jwrt  No.  5. 
One  shell,  S-iniili,  pierced  Um  side  and  exploded  ou  {jiiii  dock. 
One  round  allot,  8-incb,  auiidsbi|>s,  pcnutratlug  its  diameter. 
One  riUe  shot  amidsfaips,  glancinff. 
One  round  shot,  8-inch,  glaucing. 

One  round  shot,  8-iueh,  peuetratiDg  hall'  its  diauiot*r,  just  abow water  line. 

Oue  ritte  shell,  about  the  gun-det^k  frame. 
One  round  nhot,  8-inch,  below  inidBhip  t>ort. 
Oue  round  shot,  8-inch,  2  feet  forward  of  juidship  port. 
One  round  shot,  8-inch,  -1  feet  abaft  midship  port. 
One  round  shot,  S-inch,  6  feet  abaft  midship  |)ort. 
One  »  inch  shell  1  foot  above  water  line,  piercing  side  and  cxplodinj 

in  steerage. 
One  round  shot,  8-iuch,  piercing  at  junction  of  apar  deck  and  side. 

Oue  round  shot,  S-inch,  Iwlged  at  water  line,  penetraliiii^  iht  diamet«' 
One  round  shot,  8-inch,  lodged  4  inches  below  water  line. 
One  round  shot,  8-inch,  glanced,  indentation  4  inches. 
One  round  shot,  lU  inch,  piercing  side  abaft  (juarter  port  and  passtn 

through  the  wood  of  side  opiHisite,  starting  the  armor. 
One  ritie  shot  below  after  port. 
One  round  shot,  8-inuh,  about  hallway  between  true  and  false  slernJ 

post. Three  shots  on  deck  near  stern,  one  knocking  away  binnacle. 
One  shot  cut  away  portions  of  wheel  and  fniine. 
One  shot  abreast  midu  tile  mil,  carryiug  away  one  stanchicni. 
Two  shots  forward  of  uaiu  fife  rail,  going  through  hammock  Qctting 
One  shot  forward  of  smoke  piite,  going  through  hammock  netting. 
Oue  shot  abreast  galley,  goiug  through  hammock  netting. 
One  ritie  shot,  glancing  aloug  curve  of  spur  deck  waterways. 
One  shot  through  hammock  uettiug  forward  of  irou  wheethousc. 
One  shot  abaft  foremast,  knocking  away  angle  iron  on  starboard  sidi 
Four  shots  through  smoke  pipe. 
One  shell  through  suioko  pipe  .just  above  spar  ileck  grating. 
The  launch  and  first  cutter  are  badly  stovcu,  and  the  gig  slightl 

hurt  by  a  piece  of  shell. 
One  boat  davit  shot  away. 

Very  respectfully,  L.  U.  Ne 
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Uitiooal  report  of  Li«utaiiaiit  Kewmau,  tl.  B.  K&t;, 

I  *?"' 

U.  S,  8.  Galena, 
Jiimes  River,  May  18,  18112. 

8iK:  1  Inive  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  li^ arid 
nueivcd  by  this  ship  during  the  engagement  of  the  15th  instant: 

Forward  of  bow  )>ort  two  shots  passeti  through  the  balwarks,  ou  tbi 
port  side,  breaking  timbers  and  shattering  the  inside  planking.    Onj 

'lOt  knocked  oB' the  upiier  liiuge  of  forward  lialf-]»ort.     The  urmorii 
't«d  from  the  etem.    Belutv  port  No.  l'  a  shot  1  loot  above  water  litu 
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broke  tliroagh  the  armor  aud  lodged,  fragments  of  tbe  ball  remaining 
in  the  ship's  side.  Abaft  port  No.  3  a  shot,  glancing,  made  an  indenta- 

tion about  15  inches  above  the  water  line.  Between  ports  No.  4  and  5, 
one  shell  passed  through  the  bulwarks,  knocking  away  rack  for  capstan 
bars.  One  shot  struck  aud  rebounded,  indeuting  armor.  One  shot 
broke  the  armor  and,  ])enetrating  about  8  inches,  lodged  in  the  ship's 
side  8  inches  above  the  water  line.  Above  port  ]No.  5  a  rifle  shot 
struck  the  curve  joining  side  and  up]>er  deck,  breaking  the  plate  and 

•thick  strake  beneath,  then  glancing  below  the  same  x>ort.  One  shot 
broke  armor  and  lodged  in  ship's  side  about  2^  feet  above  water  line. 
Abaft  the  i)ort,  one  shot,  breaking  through  the  armor,  lodged.  One 
shell  i)assed  through  the  bulwarks  and  exploded,  injuring  galley  and  Are 
room  bulkhead.  One  shot  indented  armor  about  G  inches.  One  rifle 
shot  broke  armor  and  glanced.  Four  other  shots,  one  18  inches  above 
water,  indented  and  broke  armor,  then  rebounded.  These  shots  injured 
the  side  severely,  breaking  timbers,  shattering  spirketing  and  planking, 
crushing  in  the  side,  and  starting  three  hanging  knees;  one  1^  inches 
from  upper  deck  beam  and  3  inches  from  side,  the  other  about  14  inches 
from  beams  and  side. 

Below  i)ort  No.  6  one  shot  2J  feet  above  water  indented  armor  4 
inches.  Abaft  the  port  two  shots  struck,  one  iiidentiug  armor  and 
rebounding,  the  other,  passing  through  armor,  lodged  in  the  ship's 
side;  these,  striking  very  nearly  in  the  same  place,  have  broken  spirk- 

eting and  injured  the  ship's  side  severely.  Another  shot  indented  and 
rebounded.  One  shell  passed  through  ship  and  exploded  in  steerage, 
injuring  engine-room  bulkhead  and  starting  hanging  knee  1^  inches 
from  gun-deck  beam  and  1  inch  from  side;  the  shell  entered  about  15 
inches  above  water  line.  One  shot  just  above  water  line  broke  armor, 
I)enetrating  iS  inches,  lodged  in  ship's  side;  this  shot  started  hanging 
knee  2  inches  from  gun-deck  beam  and  side. 

Above  port  No.  1,  one  struck  curve  joining  upper  deck  and  side,  broke 
through  armor  and  wood,  then  glanced. 

Abaft  port  No.  7,  one  shot  at  water  line,  broke  armor  and,  penetrating 
8  inches,  lodged  in  ship's  side. 

Below  port  No.  8,  one  shell  (rifle)  indented  armor  about  4  inches  and 
exploded. 

Forward  of  port  No.  9,  one  shot,  10-inch,  passed  through  the  bulwark 
on  port  side  and,  crossing  the  deck,  i)assed  through  the  op])osite  side 
starting  three  bars  of  armor  from  the  side,  then  lodged;  this  shot, 
besides  breaking  timbers  and  planks,  has  started  the  bulwark  on  star- 

board quarter. 
Below  No.  9  port  one  rifle  shot  broke  armor  and  glanced.  Between 

stern  and  rudder  ]>osts,  one  shot  glancing  has  made  a  slight  indenta- 
tion and  started  the  bars  of  armor  at  the  junction  or  line  of  butts  astern. 

The  upper  deck,  abaft,  is  broken  through  in  two  places  by  glancing 
shot;  armor  plates,  beams,  lodges,  and  carbines  and  planks  are  carried 
away  and  the  framing  of  after  hatch  badly  injured.  Abaft  engine-room 
hatch  a  shot,  glancing,  has  indented  the  ])lates  about  one-half  an 
inch.  Fragments  of  a  shell  have  broken  through  and  indented  the 
plates.     A  shot  abafb  the  wheel  has  indented  the  iron  about  1^  indies. 

One  shell  burst  near  the  bottom  of  smokestack,  carrying  away  about 
4  square  feet  of  iron.  Four  shots  also  ])assed  through  the  pipe,  carry- 

ing away  both  midship  stays.  Wheel  frame  and  wheel  are  injured  by 
a^hot;  binnacle  carried  away. 

The  launch  and  flrst  cutter  bjully  stove;  gig  slightly  hurt  by  frag- 
ment of  shell.    One  boat  davit  shot  away  and  another  struck  and  bent 
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byasfaot,  wtiicli  glanced.    One  staucliioii  of  iimin  fiferail  sbot  away^l 

also  sevvral  rait  stani^bions  auil  portions  of  ii'oii-wire  railing.    Uam-^ 
mock  rail  and  uetting  shattered;  staff  of  life  buoy  shot  away.    Flag- 

staff struck  by  two  fragments  of  shell,  and  ensigii  by  one  cauuon  and 
thirteen  ritie.    Hawser  bent  to  kedge  abaft  i-ut,  and  the  knob  on  ehock 
(stockj  of  kedge  knocked  off.     One  catfall  shot  away  and  the  block  lost. 

The  projectiles  used  by  the  rebels  wexe  chiefly  S  inch  shot,  one  which  J 
hail  struck  the  side  and  rebonnded  was  picked  np  in  the  laanch;  a  I 
portion  of  auotber  is  embedded  in  the  spirkcting  between  ports  Nos.  i  I 

and  5  on  starboard  side  of  gun  deck.  '  I 
One  shroud  of  port  fore  rigging  is  shot  away.  I 

Bespectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant,  I 
L.  n.  Np:wmam,  I 

/;/.ru(it?6  0£kvr.      I 
Ooinmauder  '(oiDi  Kodgebs,  U.  8.  Navy,  I 

Commanding  Navnl  Forces  in  Jamts  lUeer.  I 

^^^  I'.  S.  Ieomclad  Steamer  Monitoe,  1 Jameit  JUver,  Virginia,  May  Ki,  1863.     I 
SiB:  1  submit  the  following  report  of  the  movenieuts  of  this  yessoll 

during  the  action  uf  yesterday:  I 

Shortly  after  weighing  anchor  from  our  ]K)sition  near  Kingsland  Creek's a  sharp  tire  of  musketry  was  commenced  from  both  banks  on  all  the  I 
ships,  I 

At  7:30  \  discovcrc<l  an  extensive  fortification  on  an  elevation  of  I 
alK>ut  200  feot,  with  several  smaller  batteries,  all  apparently  mounting  I 
guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber.  At  the  foot  of  the  bluff  in  the  river,  an  ■ 
obstniction  formed  of  sunken  steamers  and  vessels  secured  with  chains,  I 
and  the  shallow  water  piled  svcruss  the  river  [sicj.  I 

The  Galena  having  anchored  at  about  1,IHM)  yards  distant  from  the  fort,  I 
and  being  warmly  engaged,  I  endeavore<l  to  pass  ahead  of  her  x*\  take  I 
offiiomeof  the  fire,  hot  fonnd  that  my  guns  could  not  be  cli'vated  sufti-  I 
ciently  to  iHtint  at  the  fort.  I  then  took  position  on  the  line  with  the  I 
Oaltna  and  maintained  a  deliberate  fire  until  the  close  of  the  action,  I 
when,  in  company  with  the  other  vessels,  I  dropped  dowu  to  the  anchor-  I 
age  of  the  morning.  I 

The  flre  of  the  enemy  was  remarkably  well  directed,  but  rarely  toward  I 
thisvessel.  She  was  struck  three  times;  one  solid  S-inch  shot  stpiareou  1 
the  turret,  two  solid  shot  on  the  side  armor  forward  of  the  pilot  faouso;  I 
neither  caused  any  damage  l>eyond  bending  the  ptale.i.  1  am  happy  I 
to  reiM»rt  no  casualties.  I 

In  conclnsion,  jierniit  me  to  say  that  the  action  was  most  gallantly  I 
fonght  against  very  greriit  odds  and  with  the  nsual  effect  against  earth-  I 
works.  So  long  as  our  vessels  kept  up  a  rapid  fire  they  rarely  fired  in  I 
retarn;  tmt  the  moment  oitr  fii-e  slackened  they  reman ned  their  guns.  I 
It  wan  imi>088ible  to  reduce  such  works  exceiit  by  the  aid  of  a  laud  I 

H^^fc       Very  resi>ectfnlly,  yonr  obedieut  servant,  I 
^^^B                                                                WuxiAM  N.  Jbpferh,  I 
^^^H                                                                      JJeulenant,  CommaHiiing,  I 
^^^H^mmauder  .Toitn  UoonKRi;,  J 
^^^V      Commauiibig  Javtea  Jiirer  FhtilUi.  S 
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Beport  of  Ueutanant  Xorzii,  V,  8.  Havy,  oommanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  fioyaL 

F.  S.  Gunboat  Port  Eoyal, 
Off  City  Pointy  T  a.,  May  16, 1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  morniug  at  6  a.  m.  I 
left  the  anchorage,  and  in  consort  with  the  steamers  under  your  com- 

mand stood  up  the  river.  While  proceeding,  the  enemy's  riflemen 
opened  upon  us  from  the  woods,  their  bullets  piercing  oar  bulwarks. 
Keturned  their  fire  with  a  few  shots  from  our  24-pounder  howitzers, 
which  had  the  efifect  of  silencing  them. 

At  8  a.  m.  engaged  a  powerful  battery  on  a  high  bluff,  and  perceived 
that  the  channel  was  obstructed  by  sunken  vessels.  We  fired  rapidly 
and  were  answered  by  the  enemy,  whose  fire  was  very  accurate,  one 
shell  striking  us  on  the  port  bow  below  water  line.  The  water  flowed 
in  freely,  so  tbat  it  was  necessary  to  draw  off  in  order  to  repair  damage. 
Another  shot  struck  forward  the  wheel,  below  water  line.  On  our  return 
we  were  again  fired  upon  by  riflemen  lurking  in  the  woods.  I  am 
pleased  to  state  that  all  the  ofiftcers  and  men  performed  their  duty  in  a 
fearless  and  gallant  manner. 

Very  respectfriUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
Geo.  U.  Morris, 

lAeutenantj  Commanding  Port  Royal, 
Commander  John  Bodgers, 

Commanding  Expedition^  James  River. 

Report  of  Aniftant  Snxgoon  Fort,  U.  8.  Havy,  of  casnaltiM  on  board  U.  8.  8.  Port  BojraL 

U.  8.  S.  Port  Royae, 
Off  City  Pointy  Va.,  May  16^  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  casualties  which 
occurred  during  the  fight  of  yesterday: 

Captain  George  TJ.  Morris  received  a  severe  flesh  wound  upon  the 
outer  portion  of  lower  third  of  the  right  leg,  caused  by  a  Mini^  rifle  ball 
from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  who  were  stationed  along  the  banks  of 
the  river.  Also  Peter  Dixon,  a  seaman  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Naugatiwkj 
who  received  a  severe  contusion  of  left  shoulder  by  the  bursting  of  a 
rifle  gun.  He  was  immediately  transferred  to  this  vessel,  where  he 
now  remains. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  S.  Fort, 

Assistant  Surgeon,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  Expedition,  James  River,  Virginia. 

Report  of  LLoatonant  Gooftaldo,  U.  8.  Bavenae  Marine,  oommanding  U.  8.  revenue  iteamer 
E.  A  Steveni  (Naugatoek). 

U.  S.  Revenue  Steamer  E.  A.  Stevens, 
City  Point,  May  16, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  yesterday^s  attack  upon  the 
enemy's  battery  at  Ward's  Hill  [Bluff*],  near  Richmond,  Va.,  I  placed the  vessel  under  my  command  in  the  position  assigned  me  by  you  in  the 
line  of  attack,  and  o]>ened  fire  upon  the  battery,  which  I  continued  until 
the  bursting  of  our  gun. 
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setting  into  position   (lurinjf  the  bombaitlraont.  ami  n-lii1e-l 
.jgbtwk  with  the  squiulroii,  Ihin vessel  wits  under  quite  a  heavy! 
of  musketry,  whicli  waa  constantly  returned  by  us  \ritb  shell  and  1 

caiii»ter  from  our  light  broadside  guns. 
I  have  likewise  to  report  to  yon  that  two  of  my  crew  are  wounded,  I 

one  by  a  musket  shot  through  the  arm  and  the  other  by  a  severe  contu- 
sioti.    They  have  been  sent  on  board  tlie  Port  Royal  for  surgival  treat-  I 
merit.     My  ollicers  arid  crew  behaved  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

II  nould  resppctl'ully  request  that  
ynu  appoint  aboard  of  officers  to 

 1 
uuine  into  and  rei>ort  u|h>u  the  cause  of  the  bursting  of  our  I'arrott  | 

L ■HDm 

r 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  eU-.., 

D.  C.  Constable, 
Lieiitenant,  tUnnmanding. 

nmandor  John  Bodobrs, 
Gommanriing  TI.  K  Narnl  Forccn  in  Jamea  Rirery  Virginia. 

■Additional  n .  of  LiflutenBut  Marrii.  17,  B.  Bdv;,  c I.  Port  SojibJ. 

I'.  S.  (jiTNnoAT  Port  Uoyai., 
Off  JamesUtwa  Island,  May  17, 186S 

Srii:  In  obe<iieiice  to  the  enclosed  order,  I  arrived  heie  yesterday  at  I 
10:3(1  p.  ill.  Sent  a  boat  on  sliore  and  found  the  ishtnd  entirely  I 
deserted,  t  succeeded  this  morning  in  finding  a  negro,  by  whom  1 1 
Rent  the  enclosed  dispatch  to  the  military  governor  at  Williamsburg.  I 

At  U  a.  m.  an  army  officer  came  on  bimrd  with  the  enclosed  dispatch  I 
from  Colonel  Campbell. 

Findiup  that  the  dead  bodies  were  very  much  decomposed  and  oflTen- 
sive,  1  had  them  buried  on  shore  in  a  »nitab1o  spot.  At  J  p.  m.  heard  I 

heavy  firing  down  the  river,  and,  from  the  surgeon's  enclosed  report,  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  sight  the  battery  and  see  if  there  was  a  possi-  1 

bility  of  my  proceeding  to  I-'ortresa  Monroe.  At  2: 30  weighed  anchor  I 
to  recoimoitor  batteries.  At  twenty  minutes  of  3  sighted  the  vessels  j 

gdtii'  your  command. 
Very  respeutfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  U.  Mobrtb, 
fAeutenant,  Comtiianding,  U.  W.  ̂ary. 

Kag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
<indin<j  Siirth  Atlantic  Blockadiiig  Squadron, ««,  I.] 

U.  S.  S.  Galbna, 
Off  City  Point,  James  Rirer,  Mag  I/!,  IfifiS. 

BiK:  If  the  river  shonld  be  open,  proceed  to  Fortress  Itfonroe  with  | 
fenr  vessel  and  Ihe  Kaiigatiick,  bury  the  dea<I.  put  the  wounded  in  I 
hospital,  and  si-nd   nu   officer   t^   the  flag  officer  with  accompanying  I 
dispatches.  J 

Should  you  nrit  learn  at  .lamestown  Island  that  the  river  has  been 
opened  by  the  Hag  ollicer,  send  a  negro  to  the  commanding  ofBcer  at 
Williamsburg,  asking  him  to  open  communication  with  you.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  iH-rson  deputed  by  him,  send  an  officer,  with  the  dis- 

patches, to  the  rta;j  ofhcer,  bury  the  dead,  ask  for  ambulances  to  carry 
the  wounded  to  Williamsburg  or  where  it  may  be  best  for  them  to  g<H  _ 
aiiil  wait  for  an  answer.     Bring  me  any  instructions  or  advice  oil 
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important  events  which  would  govern  my  actions  as  soon  as  you  pro- 
cure them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgebs, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Nav^y. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Geo.  U.  Morris, 

U.  8.  Ounhoat  Port  Royal. 

[Enclosure  Ko.  2.] 

U.  8.  S.  Port  Royal, 
Off  Jamestown  Island^  May  16, 1SG2. 

Sir  :  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  send  an  officer  immediately  to  com- 
municate with  me  relative  to  the  batteries  below.    The  disposition  of 

our  dead  and  transportation  of  the  wounded  depend  ou  your  answer. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  XJ.  Morris, 
Lieutenantj  Commanding  Fort  Royal. 

CoMJiANDiNG  Officer, 
Williamsburg^  Ya, 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  Military  Governor, 
WilUumshurg,  May  17j  1862. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatch  of  yesterday,  and  herewith  send  First  Lieutenant  [Frank  P.] 
Robinson  to  communicate  with  you  upon  the  subject-matter  referred  to. 

Our  information  is  that  tbe  batteries  below  are  all  deserted  by  the 
enemy,  but  the  precaution  has  been  taken  to  send  forward  forty  cavalry 
to  examine  the  ground  and  report  as  far  as  practicable  to  you. 

By  order  of  David  Campbell,  Colonel  and  Military  Governor: 
Wm,  G.  McCandless, 

Adjut4int. Geo.  U.  Morris, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Gunboat  Port  Royal. 

[Enclosore  No.  4.] 

U,  S.  S.  Port  Poyal, 
Jamestown  Island^  May  17y  1862. 

Sir:  The  condition  of  the  men  transferred  to  this  ship  from  the 
XJ.  S.  S.  Oalenaj  who  were  wounded  during  the  engagement  at  Ward's 
Blufi',  Ya.,  is  such  that  to  have  them  removed  to  the  army  hospital would  endanger  their  lives. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, Wm.  8.  Fort, 
Assistant  Surgeon^  U.  IS.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Geo.  XJ.  Morris, 
U.  S.  8.  Port  Royal. 

Report  of  lieutenant  Beaumont,  V,  S.  Navy,  oommanding  V,  S.  S.  Aroostook. 

XJ.  8.  Steam  Gunboat  Aroostook, 
City  Point,  May  16^  1862. 

Sir  :  I  would  re8i)ectf!illy  rei)ort  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I  got 
underway  on  Thursday,  May  15,  from  my  anchorage  just  above  Kings- 
land  Creek^  in  company  with  the  Galena^  Monitor^  Port  RoyaXy  and 
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I  Sterens  Battery,  and  jtroceeded  up  the  river,  iiiuler  a  sharp  lire  of  mus- 
1  fcetiy  from  both  baoks,  to  nhicli  I  replied  occasionally  with  howitzers 
and  Hmall  arms. 

At  7 :3fi  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  froiu  a  heavy  battery  on  Ward's 
BIufT.  At  8  a.  m.  anchored  about  l,(>Oll  j-ards  below  the  battery  and 
opened  a  steady  fire  from  my  Xl-inch  gnu.  At  9:45,  seeiug  that  the 
enemy  had  my  range  perfectly,  I  chauge<l  my  [wsition  abont  100  yards 

[  forther  down  and  aj^aiii  0])ened  dre.  At  1 1  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  mg- 
I  nal,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron,  I  dropped  down  to  iny 
anchorage  of  the  morning. 

During  the  engagement  I  received  a  shot  at  the  water  line  nnder  the 
after  part  of  the  starboard  forechains,  which  cut  off  the  planking, 
laying  the  timbers  bare,  and  aiiother  8- inch  solid  shot  through  the  star- 

board bow,  1  foot  above  the  sheet  hawse  hole,  which  lodged  in  the 
,  barness  cask. 

During  the  engagement  I  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  many  of 
,  tlie  sabots  of  my  Xl-hieh  Khells  were  too  largo  to  enter  the  gun,  a  cir- 
I  «Qtnstance  which  caused  much  delay  iu  serving. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that,  although  exposed  throughout  the  a^^tion  to 
I  ft  heavy  fire,  no  casualties  occurred,  and  the  conduct  of  all  under  my 
(tommaud  was  unexceptionable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J,  0.  Beadmont, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Commaitding  James  River  Kxjwilition. 

ITolegrsm.] 

OKI'  Habden's  Bluff, 
Jamet  River,  May  t7, 1S62. 

(Received  at  Washington,  D.  C,  May  18.) 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  directs  roe  to  inform  you  that  the  fort 

\  Royal  lias  come  down  from  vicinity  of  Richmond.     When  within  8 
miles,  just  as  the  last  turn  in  the  river  was  miule,  found  passage 
obstructe<l  by  two  rows  of  sunken  vessels,  chains  and  spiles,  among 
them  also  Jameiitoirn  and  Yorktoirn.    Thursday  morning  a  large  bat- 

tery on  Ward's  Bluff,  200  feet  high,  witli  two  rows  of  guns,  opened  on 
vessels;  rifie  pits  along  river  filled  with  sharpshooters;  fight  lasteil 
four  hours;   Galena  hit  twenty-eight  times  and  perforated  eighteen 
times.     Miinitor  struck  three  times;  uninjured.    Thirteen  men  killed 
and  11  wounded  on  board  Galena.    Lieutenant  Morris,  of  Vorl  Roi/al, 
injured  in  leg  by  rifle  ball.    Two  men  on  Snugntnek  wounded.     Galena 
and  .(/owttor  c-aroe  ilown  to  City  Point;  Naugatuck  came  down  with 
Port  RoyaL    Her  gnu  burst,  iii,jurjn(f  one  man. 

Wm.  Faxon, 

Chief  Clerk. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

Aanntant  Sci-retary  Nary. 

ITrlesrnm.l 

WlLLIAMRBtniO,  Jlfay  17,  1862. 
(Received  at  WaHhington,  D.  0.,  9: 40  p.  m,} 

The  gnnboats  Galena,  Monitor,  Aroontook,  Naugatuvk,  a,tnl  Port  Royal 
w«r«  repulsed  from  Fort  Darling,  7  miles  below  Richmond,  yeeterday< 
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A  portion  of  them  have  retomed  to  Jamestown  Island,  near  this  place, 
in  James  Biver.  Lieutenant  Morris,  commanding  the  Port  Boyalj  sent 
overland  to  me  this  morning  for  intelligence  regarding  the  condition 
of  the  forts  below  the  island,  and  also  to  assist  in  burying  the  dead, 
which  he  brought  down  with  him.  Seventeen  have  been  interred  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  aud  there  are  a  number  of  wounded  on  board, 
including  Morris.  The  100-pounder  gun  of  the  Naugatuck  exploded  at 
the  first  fire. 

By  authority  of  G,  B.  McClellan : 
David  Campbell, 

Colonel  Fifth  Calvary, 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Telegram.] 

Kbwport  News,  May  18, 1862. 
(Beceived  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  6  p.  m.) 

The  Secretary  of  the  J^avy  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  we  came 
up  to  Day's  Point  yesterday  morning  to  shell  fortifications.  Found 
carefully  constructed  earthworks,  mounting  twelve  heavy  guns  hastily 
abandoned  on  Wednesday;  guns  splendid,  and  works  partially  de- 

stroyed. Secession  flag  left  flying.  Marines  landed,  tore  it  down, 
raised  stars  aud  stripes.  A  few  miles  above  met  Port  Royal  and  Nauga- 

tuck; reports  severe  engagement  Thursday  morning  8  miles  from  Bich- 
mond.  Fleet  turned  last  bend,  found  river  obstnicted  by  two  rows 
sunken  vessels  among  which  Jamestown  and  Yorktown,  also  by  spiles 
and  chains,  aud  directly  facing  river  on  bluff,  200  feet  high,  a  battery 
with  two  rows  heavy  guns.  Biver  shore  lined  with  rifle  pits,  concealed 
in  woods;  fight  lasted  four  hours.  Galena  struck  twenty-eight  times 
and  perforated  eighteen  times  by  plunging  shot,  one  hole  about  2 
feet  long,  one  shot  passed  through  one  side  and  nearly  through  iron  on 
the  other;  had  13  men  killed  and  11  wounded;  fought  at  (>^  to  1,000 
yards.  Monitor  went  ahead,  but  could  not  elevate  guns  enough,  and 
fell  back  to  the  Oalena;  was  struck  three  times  and  uninjured.  Lieu- 

tenant Morris,  of  Port  Royal,  wounded  by  Minie  ball  in  leg.  Two  men 
wounded  on  Naugatuck;  her  large  gun  burst.  Vessels  returned  to 
City  Point  on  account  of  batteries  on  high  bluff  protecting  obstruc- 

tions; vessels  can  go  no  farther  u])  and  can  not  take  battery.  Biver 
clear  to  i)oint  of  fight.  Went  up  to  Jamestown  last  night  to  look  after 
matters.    Beach  Washington  to-morrow. Wm.  Faxon, 

Chief  Clerk  Navy  Department. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

Additional  report  of  Comnuuider  Bodf^on,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Galena,  commend- 
ing the  oflloen  and  exew. 

U.  8.  S.  Galena, 

Off  City  Pointy  May  26,  1862. 
Sib:  In  my  report  of  the  IGth  instant  I  omitted  mentioning  the  gal- 

lant conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  during  the  action  of  the  15th  at 
Drewry's  Bluff,  near  Bichmond.     L  was  not  conscious  of  the  omis- 

sion until  I  saw  my  report  in  print.    It  originated  in  the  haste  wi^ 
which  I  wrote.    I  now  endeavor  to  repair  my  u^g^^U 



Acting  MaHter  B«iijamiu  W.  Loritig  handled  bis  division  \fitli  ;n'e^ 
bravery.  Tlie  jxtrt  side  tackle  of  liis  after  gnu  was  three  times  manned 
al^sti,  all  tlie  itieu  having  been  twice  either  disabled  or  killed. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Tbnmson,  first  assistant  engineer,  cuolly  reiiaired  some  of 
the  valve  gear,  which  broke  down,  nnder  fii-e,  and  aiider  hiH  directions  a 
Are  iu  the  steerage,  cansed  by  an  exploding  nbell,  was  extinguished 
before  the  regalar  flremen  reached  the  pUice.  Mr,  T.  Millholland,  tliird 
assistant  engineer,  in  charge  of  the  atcam  fire  department,  was  active 
and  efficient;  as  a  sharpshooter  he  did  good  service.  Mr.  Jenks, 

master's  mate,  in  charge  of  the  small  arm  men,  was  very  nseful.  A 
nnmber  of  the  enemy's  sliarpslif)0ter8  were  shot;  at  least  six  were 
connted. 

The  marines  were  efficient  wiih  their  mnskets,  and  they,  with  the 
coal  heavers,  when  ordere<l  to  lill  vacancies  at  the  gnns,  did  it  well. 

Charles  Kenyon,  lirenian,  was  conspicnona  for  |>ersistent  courage  in 
extracting  a  priming  wire,  which  had  become  bent  and  fixed  in  the  bow 
gnu,  and  in  returning  to  work  the  piece  after  his  hands,  severely 
burned,  had  been  roughly  dressed  by  himself  with  cotton  waste  and  oil. 

To  particularise  the  good  condnct  of  the  crew  is  difficult.  Where 
the  men  behaved  so  well,  it  is  impossible  to  mention  names  without 
8i;ndiiig  a  muster  roll. 

Vet  .leremiah  Regan,  qnarterm aster,  and  captain  of  'So.  2  gnn, attracted  my  particular  attention.  Born  in  Massachusetts,  lie  has  tieen 
eleven  years  at  sea,  seven  of  them  in  the  service.  He  is  respectfnl  in 
liis  condnct.  iTitelligent,  and  edncated.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  rec- 

ommend him  for  an  appointment  as  master's  mate. Mr.  Boorom,  the  gunner,  who  was  killed  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell 
at  the  close  of  the  action,  was  cool  and  very  eHicient.  The  supply  of 
ammunition  from  his  department  was  admirably  arranged.  The  execn- 
tive  officer  sjieaks  of  his  assistance  in  warm  terms.  Jn  him  the  service 
baa  lost  a  very  valuable  officer. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, .louN  KODGKBH, 
Citvimander. 

Flag-Officer  !..  M.  Ooliishorough, 
^^_  Vommanding  Xartk  Atlantic  Blochtding  Hqmulrim. 

^^^^^B   Beport  of  LlBUtflituit  VilMm.  V.  S.  B«veniiB  Mftring,  of  the 

^^^^^B  (Uoiaei  E.  A.  Stev«ii*  (Raugatnok, 

W  yo 
■  ut: I 
■ 

I 
^■^^     uii 

WA.snraGTf>N,  D.  C,  June  18,  1Sr,S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  in  answer  to 

your  enquiry  as  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  Stevens  on  lier  late  trip 
up  'laiucs  Kivor  in  company  with  the  Heet  under  command  of  Captain 
.lohii  Uodgera. 

The  K.  A.  fr'ff  rcn«  left  Hampton  Roads  on  the  12th  of  May,  in  com- 
pany with  the  ironclail  steamer  Monitor,  following  close  behind  her. 

At  11  a.  iri.  of  the  same  day  retichcd  .Tames  [JameHtownj  Island,  and 
there  loniid  Ilie  (lateni,  Aroo»look,  and  Port  lioyal. 
On  leaving  therf  the  Galena  took  the  lead,  the  steamers  following 

next,  and  holding  that  position  until  we  reached  Harrison's  Bar,  a  few 
uiilea  below  Citj-  I'oint,  when  the  Utevenn  was  ordered  ahead  to  sound 
out  the  channel,  which  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  assisted  l>y  the 
boats  IW>ni  tbo  otber  vessels. 
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I'ho  tieet  reached  City  Point  on  the  13tli  and  came  to  anchor.  On 
leaving:  City  Point,  the  Stevens  was  again  ordered  ahead,  which  posi- 

tion she  continued  to  occupy  for  upward  of  30  tuiles,  through  a  nar- 
row and  intricate  channel,  until  she  readied  within  3  miles  of  Fort 

DaHing  and  prepared  for  action.  The  Stevens  was  kept  in  the  advance 
on  account  of  her  submerging  (jualities  and  light  draft  of  water,  as  iu 
case  of  obstructions  or  torpedoes  she  could,  by  pumping  out,  evade 
them,  and  give  warning  of  the  danger  to  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  Ou 
going  into  action  at  Fort  Darling,  the  vessels  took  position  in  the  fol- 

lowing order,  viz,  the  QaUna^  Monitor ^  Aroostook^  Port  Royal,  and 
Sterenn.  During  the  night  previous  to  the  action,  the  Stevens  was 
anchored  in  advance  of  the  fleet,  prepared  with  chainH  and  gi*appling 
irons  for  the  purpose  of  towing  toward  the  shore  fire  rafts,  should  they 
be  sent  down  upon  the  fleet. 

During  the  action  the  Stevens  was  anchored  close  to  the  east  bank  of 
the  river,  and  to  the  extreme  lelt  of  the  line,  and  under  a  constant  and 
heavy  fire  of  musketry  from  the  rifle  pits  on  shore. 

The  shots  from  the  heavy  guns  of  tlie  battery  were  passing  over  and 
falling  close  around  the  Stevens;  the  smallness  of  the  mark  presented 
by  her  can  be  the  only  reason  for  her  not  being  struck. 

The  Stevens  continued  in  her  position  during  the  entire  action,  fight- 
ing her  broadside  guns. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respetttfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  Wall  Wilson, 

Lieutenant,  U,  S,  Revenue  Marine, 
lion.  Salmon  P.  Chase, 

Seiretary  of  the  TrettHuryy  Washinffton,  />.  V. 

B«port*  of  Commander  Fanand,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Drewry's  Bluff,  May  :/5, 1862^11  a.  wi. 
Sir:  We  have  engnged  the  enemy's  five  gunboats  for  two  and  a  half 

honrs.    We  fired  the  Galena  (ironclad).    She  has  withdrawn  gouig 
down  the  river,  accompanied  by  three  wooden  vessels. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  woun<led  was  small, 
liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  Farrand. 
Hon.  S.  K.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Addiiional  report  of  Commander  Farrand,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Drkwry's  liLUFF,  May  75, 1862, 
Sir:  Tlie  enemy  came  up  the  river  at  6:30  a.  m.,  the  Galena  ahead, 

the  Monitor  and  a  snuill  iron  steamer,  a  side- wheel,  and  a  smaller  gun- 
boat following  in  succession. 

When  abont  400  yards  from  our  obstructions,  our  batteries  opened 
fire  upon  the  Monitor  and  Galena.  They  did  not  reply  until  the  Galena 
had  placed  herself  directly  athwart  the  channel,  after  which  she  and 
the  Monitor  opened  a  brisk  fire;  the  other  vessels  keeping  underway 

*  Fnmi  Ricbmotid  Dispatch,  May  16,  1862. 
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1(1  at  iibout  from  iiuarter  to  a  mile  lower  down  and  so  close  auder  tlie 
ipostte  »hore  that  only  four  of  our  guns  could  bear  ui>on  tUciii.    Our 

mostly  directed  upon  tlie  Oalena,  only  occasionally  paying  a 
compliment  to  tbe  otbers. 

Beveral  of  our  sbota  at  lon^f  range  paused  througli  and  tlirougli  them 
and  they  soon  droppetl  ont  of  range;  the  small  ironclad  and  the  side- 
wheel  {THuboats  were  badly  crijipled.  We  turned  our  attention  to  tbe 
Oalena,  nearly  every  one  of  our  shots  telling  upon  her  iron  surface.  At 
11  o'clock  a.  m.  one  of  the  Patrick  Bmry's  U-iticb  solid  shot  pansed 
into  her  bow  iMrt;  immetliately  the  smokernshedontof  her  jiorts,  show- 

ing evidently  that  she  was  on  Are.  We  gave  her  three  hearty  cheers 
as  she  slipped  her  cables  and  moved  down  the  river.  Our  pickets  heard 
her  euptaiu  say  to  one  of  the  other  ganlwats  that  she  was  "in  a  sinking 

couditioM." Our  sharpshooters  did  good  service,  picking  off  every  man  who 
showed  himself. 

There  is  uo  doubt  we  struck  them  a  hard  blow;  the  last  that  was 
seen  of  tUem  they  were  steaming  down  tbe  river. 

Every  officer  and  man  discharged  their  duties  with  determination 
aod  coolness,  and  it  would  be  doing  iujuatice  to  mauy  if  1  should  men- 

tion or  particularize  any.  Captain  IJrewry  and  his  company  fought 
their  guus  with  great  elfect. 

Casualties. — Seven    killed,    among    them    Midshipman    Carroll 
wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Bben.  Fabrand, 

C.  *'.  Xavy,  CommandiHff  P( 
Hon.  S.  R.  Malloet, 

Stiretary  of  ike  Navi/,  Richmomi. 

Jcdnt  raulntion  or  thmiiki  to  Commandar  FaiTaiid,  C.  8.  N>vy.  ■enior  offlEsr  in  commuid  of  th« 
nnvaJ  oad  miliUry  forcei,  and  Captain  A,  Srswry,  aeiiior  Dulitar;  officn,  and  tlia  offioan 
and  men  nndcr  their  command  at  Siewr/i  Bluff  on  llie  l&th  Kay,  1S62. 

liesolvrd  by  the  Congrins  of  Ike  Citn/fiicrate  Statet  of  America,  That 
Ibi-  tbiuika  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  most  cordially 
tendered  to  Commander  K.  Farraiid,  senior  officer  in  command  of  tbe 
combined  naval  and  military  forces  engaged,  and  Captain  A.  Urewry, 
eenior  military  otlicer,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command, 
for  tbe  great  and  signal  victory  achieved  over  the  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  in  the  engagement  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  eighteen 

hundred  and  sixty-two,  at  Drewry's  ItluS';  and  tlie  gallantry,  courage, and  endurance  in  that  protraeteit  tight,  which  achieved  a  victory  over 
the  Heet  of  ironclad  gunboats  of  the  enemy,  entitle  alt  who  contributed 
thereto  to  tbe  gratitude  of  the  country. 

I      Hcsolrnd  further,  That  tbe  Preside
nt  be  requested,  in  appropriate 

jffiiieral  orders,  t«  commnoicate  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the  otlicera 
and  men  tn  whom  it  is  addressed. 

[   Approvwl  September  l(f,  1862. 

[ 
[TelagnuB.] 

CtTMBBaLAKD,  [Va.],  May  15,  : 
(Received  May  17,  1803,) 

Have  you  any  news  tvota  tbe  gunboats  up  tbe  .lames  Kiverl     1  have 
ried  to  cominunicat«  via  Jamestown,  but  have  oidy  learned  that 

4 ive       n 
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guDboattt  passed  up.    We  are  much  impeded  by  the  bad  weather  and 
roads;  making  some  progress,  however. 

G.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General. 
Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

r  Telegram.] 

IngaLLS',  May  16,  1862. 
(Received  May  17, 1862.) 

A  contraband  just  in  reports  that  he  heard  an  officer  of  the  Confederate 
Army  say  oar  gunboats  had  reached  within  8  miles  of  Richmond. 

Geo.  B.  McOlbllan, 

Major- General. Commodore  Goldsborough. 

Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Stonemanj  U.  S.  Army,  to  commanding 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Currituck. 

Advanced  Guard,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  16,  1862—8:15  a.  m. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  General  Stoneman,  commanding  advance 

guard,  to  say  that  this  bank  of  the  river  is  clear  of  the  enemy  for  several 
miles  up,  which  is  probably  as  far  as  your  boat  can  go  to-day.  The 
other  bank  we  can  not  control. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  J.  Alexander, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Officer  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Currituck. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  16, 1862. 
The  President  is  very  anxious  that  Commander  Rodgers  should  not 

delay  in  ascending  the  James  River. G.  v.  Fox, 

Acting  /Secretary. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads. 

[TelegnuD.] 

Navy  Department,  via  Cherrystone,  May  16,  1862. 

Send  the  Dcmotah  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Flag-Officer  Farragutv 
with  orders  to  return  to  Hampton  Roads  after  delivering  the  annexed 
order. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Flag- Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  ( 

Hampton  Roads. 
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r.  S.  Nart/,  regarttinq  aff'iiir X.  c. 
■■<n  I'lymonlh, 

U.  S.  8.  Philauglfhu, 
Plymoulli,  y.  v.,  May  16,  imS. 

Sir:  1  lind  tin  iut«rvit>w  with  tbe  aiitborities  lier*;.    TLe  towii  lias 
not  beeu  occaiiied  by  troops  at  any  iieiiiid.    Tbe  luust  rabiil  of  the 
secessionists  bere  all  lerttbe  city,  iiKiluiliitg  alltbe  luiuisti-rs  of  tbe  gos- 

pel, except  tbe  Uaptiat. 
1  gave  a  «ecoiid  iiitsrview  to  some  gentleiueti,  at  iiigbt,  wboiiiforiited 

iiiu  tbat  Major  Gilliam,  a  i)aroled  officer  from  Ilatteras  Inlet,  bad 
violated  his  jiarole  by  assisting  to  niiac  a  coiupany  of  vobiutcera  and 
by  iieraecutiug  tbe  Union  men.  1  sent  LieiiteuaLt  Couimaiidiiig  Chap- 

lin on  sborewitlt  a  small  force  uutl  iirrested  M^jnr  Oilliant,  who  I  find 
has  broken  his  jiarole  by  not  returning  within  thirty  days,  as  required 
by  the  conditions  of  bis  parole. 

I  have  referred  tbe  ease  to  General  Biuuside  for  his  action  in  the  mat- 
ter, with  ft  ho|)e  tbat  the  unvjor  will  not  be  allowed  to  distnrb  tbe  i>eoi)le 

at  Plymontli. 
At  the  earnest  entreaty  of  tlie  Union  inhabitants  of  Plymouth,  1  bave 

decided  to  kee]>  a  vessel  thei-e. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reajjcctlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  U.   ItOWAN, 

Vomdij.  U.  S.  yarml  J-^oiccn,  Sonndu  ofHorik  Carolina, 
Flag  Officer  L.  M.  GoLDsBOitouau, 

(Jomdg.  North  Atlantic  litockading  Siiutitlinii,  llnnijitun  Roadn. 

Lettcr/rom  the  tiixretary  of  tbe  Katy  to  jtagofficers  commanding  hlochad- 

ing  sqvudrona,  traHHmittinij  dispatch  from  U.  .S'.  eon»ul  at  Liverpool. 

Kavy  Department,  May  iw,  If^iiS. 
8lB !  I  transmit  herewith  a  eopy  of  a  dispalfb  datM  tbe  SUtli  ultimo, 

received  by  the  Department  of  State  tVom  the  I^.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool, 
giving  information  concerutng  the  steamers  Ilfro,  Cumbria,  Mrmphin, 
and  Pacific,  and  the  Lt//ft  (formerly  Mary  AYrtght],  Amelia,  v,\iA  KoMlind 
(formerly  the  Frinceits  lioyat). 

The  consul  at  Hamburg  I'eports  tbe  departure  of  tlie  steamer  Melita 
from  that  port  on  the  19th  ultimo  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  arms,  etc., 
for  Nassau,  and  tlie  consul  at  Kalnioutb  vtports  the  deparUue of  the 

steamer  Modern  Orrvce  from  that  port  on  the  L'd  ultimo  with  a  cargo,  it 
is  suspected,  for  the  rebels, 

I  itm,  resjieetfully,  yonrubeilient  servant, G.  V.  Fox,  I 

Acting  Secrcturi/. 
Flag-OHicor  L.  M.  Gui.d.sboroooh, 

Vomdg.  Xartb  AtUnttie  Blockading  iSquadron,  Uampton  h'tiadn. 
Flag-Otticcr  S.  F.  Di;   Pont, 

Vomdg.  South  Atlantic  Hlockading  Squadron,  I'ort  Rnt/nl,  ti,  U, 
Flag  OiBeer  Wm.  W.  Mt;KEAN, 

Comdg.  Eaxtcrn  Oulf  Blorkadinu  .SV/Mot/rcii,  Kei/  Went,  Fla. 
Flag-Ollicer  I).  G.  FAiiKAfiUT, 

C'lnidg,  W'alcrn  Oulf  ISlothtilinij  l^'iiKtdriinjXcw  Orlciina. 
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[EncloAiire.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
JArerpool^  April  30y  1862. 

Sir:  In  dispatch  of  April  24 1  enclosed  you  a  slip  from  one  of  Liver- 
pool ])apers  in  reference  to  the  steamers  Hero  and  Modern  Greece.  The 

steaiiier  Hero  arrived  at  Queenatown  on  26th  instant  from  Hull  and 
sailed  yesterday  for  Nassau. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  her  destination.  She  will  make  for  Charles- 
ton. In  my  dispatch,  No.  56,  I  refer  to  the  steamer  Cumbria  having 

entered  to  load  for  Leghorn.  On  Saturday  last,  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  day,  and  after  her  cargo  was  all  on  board,  and  after  it  was  too  late 
for  any  publication,  she  changed  her  destination  from  Leghorn  to  Nas- 

sau, and  on  the  same  day,  after  the  official  hours  for  clearinghad  passed, 
cleared  at  the  custom-house  for  Nassau.  She  enters  to  load  for  Leg- 

horn, takes  on  her  cargo  for  that  port;  after  it  is  all  on,  enters  for  Nas- 
sau and  clears  on  the  same  day,  and  then  sailed  on  Sunday  morning. 

This  was  an  artifice  to  escape  notice.  The  way  it  was  managed,  there 
could  be  no  publication  of  her  changing  her  <lestination  until  Monday, 
and  of  her  having  cleared  until  Tuesday,  two  days  after  her  sailing. 
Her  destination  is  one  of  the  Southern  ports,  most  i)robably  Charleston. 

A  new  screw  steamer,  called  the  Memphis^  arrived  at  this  port  last 
week  from  the  Clyde.  She  entered  on  Monday  of  this  week  to  load  for 
Havana.  She  is  791  tons  bunlen,  comnmiided  by  Captain  Cruikshank; 
her  consignees  are  Dunkerly  &  Steinmann. 

This  vessel  has  been  purchased  by  the  Soul  hern  agents,  and  will  be 
loaded  and  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  Will  send  a  description  of 
her  in  my  next. 

The  Mary  Wright^  which  ran  the  blockade  and  came  to  this  port,  con- 
signed to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  has  changed  her  name  to  Lilla.  She 

is  to  be  loaded  for  the  South. 
The  bark  Princess  Royal^  which  ran  the  blockade  some  time  since  and 

came  to  this  ])ort,  's  now  being  loaded  by  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  for 
Charleston.  She  will  clear  for  Nassau,  having  entered  for  that  port  on 
28th  instant.  She  has  changed  her  name,  and  is  now  called  the  Bosa- 
Hiid. 

The  two  last-named  vessels  will  clear  as  British  vessels  and  sail  under 
that  flag  when  they  leave  here.  They  have  had  a  mock  sale  and  pre- 

tend that  they  have  been  i)urcha8ed  by  Englishmen. 
The  Amelia^  which  cleared  for  Chincha  Islands,  referred  to  in  previous 

dispatches,  is  still  here.  I  think  there  is  something  wrong  about  this 
vessel. 

I  enclose  slip  from  the  Liverpool  Mercury  of  to-day  about  the  HerOy 
at  Queenstown. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Thomas  H.  Dudley, 

U.  aS>.  Consul. 

N.  B. — A  gentleman  residing  at  Southampton  has  written  to  a  person 
at  Liverpool,  stating  that  the  steamer  PadfiCy  at  Southampton,  has 
taken  on  20,000  rifles  for  the  South  and  cleared.  I  know  nothing 
beyond  this  letter. 

[Telegram.] 

White  House,  [Va.],  May  17 y  1862— 10: 45 p.  m. 
(deceived  [at  Washington)  7:35  a.  m..  May  18.) 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  meager  accounts  I  have  just 

received  of  the  gunboats' operations  on  tlie  James  Kiver,  I  am  incUvv^V. 
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to  tbiiik  tbat  wo  ouglit  not  to  be  disconraged.  Tliey  were  cauglit  iti 
Teiy  adverse  circnmstaiicea,  and  I  tliiuk  tlieir  repulse  will  prove  to  be 
duo  to  the  lact  that  they  were  sabject  to  a  close  muoketry  fire  tliey 
could  not  reply  to.  I  would  orjie  the  necessity  of  perlect  cooperation 
between  all  the  army  and  navy  forces  in  we8t«ru  Virginia.  I  have  not 
out;  word  of  official  information  as  to  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  any 
of  them. 

(iBO.  B.  McClellan. 

Major-OeHeral. Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton.  _ 

Secretin-y  of  War. 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Nauy,  regarding  affairs  at  Elisabeth 

Vitg,  S'.  C,  and  eacloinng  report  of  Lieutenant  Colhoun,  U.  8.  Jfavy, 
ciimmandinij  V,  N.  S.  Uiinckback,  of  an  expedition  up  the  Chowan  River, 
North  Carolina. 

V.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  0.,  May  17, 1863. 

Sm:  Since  my  last  communicatiuu  from  Elizabeth  City  I  bad  a  visit 
IVoni  the  mayor  and  eouncilmen  of  that  place  winhing  to  know  whether 
the  inhabitants  could  return,  and  what  security  1  could  pledge  them. 

I  replied  that  the  inhabitants  had  not  been  interfered  with  in  any 
manner  by  me  when  their  movements  were  peaceable,  but  I  could  give 
no  assurance  of  protection  unless  1  had  assurances  from  them  that 
troops  would  not  be  harbored  in  their  town.  This  the  authorities  said 
tliey  eonld  not  give.  I  then  lemarked  that  I  would  not  permit  troops 
to  enter  or  remain  in  Elizabeth  so  long  as  my  force  was  present,  [f 
they  thought  proi>er  to  bring  back  their  families  on  these  conditions  I 
had  no  objections. 
A  gentleman  (Mr.  Brooks,  a  lawyer)  came  off  while  the  authorities 

were  on  board  to  obtain  a  favorite  servant  of  Ins  that  bail  escaped  the 

prtn'ious  night,  1  told  liim  that  all  the  people  we  had  taken  avray 
Kinc«  the  enemy  commencerl  preitsiug  them  to  bnild  batteries  at  South 
Mills  were  sent  to  Roanoke  Island;  if  his  servant  was  there  and  was 
willing  to  return  with  liim  I  had  no  doubt  Colonel  [Hush  C]  ITawkius 
would  give  him  up.  General  Burueide,  who  was  present  at  the  inter- 

view, fitaft'd  this  to  be  our  policy. 
The  news  of  the  fall  of  Norfolk  being  confirmed  by  the  retnni  of 

niHttor  Jones  and  Burnside's  adjntant-genernl,  Captain  Richmond,  I  at 
once  determined  to  withdraw  my  force  from  here,  leaving  only  a  vessel 
or  two,  and  harass  the  enemy  in  every  ])art  of  these  waters  where  oiir 
vessels  can  lloat.  With  this  view,  I  leH;  here  on  the  night  of  the  13th 
instant,  a(^conlpanied  by  the  Perry,  Barney,  Shairsheen,  and  Cere*,  the 
JIunrhbark  and  Whitehead  having  been  dispatched  the  day  previoos  to 
Chowan  Uiver  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
in  detat^hmeiit^  ivcross  that  river  and  to  cut  them  olT  fhtm  supplies. 

The  rei>ort  of  Iiient«nant  Commanding  Colhoun  is  herewith  enclosed. 
1  directi'd  I^teiiteniint  Commanding  Flusser,  in  the  Perry,  to  take 

with  liitn  the  Lockimod  and  t'lre*  and  enter  Koanoke  Eiverat  daybreak 
and  dash  up  that  stream  in  hopes  of  capturing  some  steamers  rejiorted 
to  Iw  rarrying  supplies  for  the  army.  This  duty  was  i>erformed  with 
the  nsual  ability  of  this  ofllcer.    These  vessels  passed  Plymouth  at  fall 
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speedy  the  Ceres  leading,  which  vessel  came  up  with  and  captured  a 
small  steamer  called  the  Alice  a  few  miles  below  Williamston,  to  which 
place  our  force  proceeded. 

The  Alice  had  a  cargo  of  bacou  for  the  army  and  all  the  church  bells 
found  in  Plymouth,  taken  by  force  or  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the 
Confederate  Government,  to  be  cast  into  cannon. 

I  had  an  interview  with  the  mayor  anti  authorities  at  Edenton.  The 
mayor  I  think  conservative,  if  not  Union,  in  his  feelings;  the  majority 
of  the  people  are  hostile,  and  will  remain  so  while  hope  of  success  is  left. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  0.  Rowan, 

Comdg,  U.  8.  Naval  Forces^  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Flag  OflRcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Conidg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Euolosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hunchback, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  0.,  May  17, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
C.  W.  Flusser  I  left  this  anchorage  on  Monday,  the  12th  instant,  in 
company  with  the  gunboat  Shawsheen,  Acting  Master  Woodward  com- 

manding, and  proceeded  to  Chowan  Kiver,  where  we  anchored  for  the 
night  about  12  miles  above  the  mouth. 
The  next  morning  we  got  underway  and  went  up  a  short  distance 

above  Win  ton,  from  which  place  I  dispatched  the  Shatvsheen  with  a 
report  of  my  proceedings,  and  determined  to  go  still  higher  up  the 
Chowan  to  a  battery  said  to  be  one-quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  mouth 
of  Blackwater.  I  found  as  I  advanced  that  the  river  was  narrow  and 
crooked,  though  plenty  of  water,  there  being  not  less  than  2  fathoms 
where  it  was  widest,  and  most  of  the  way  4  or  5  fathoms.  About  2 
miles  below  the  mouth  of  Blackwater  is  Somerton  Creek,  the  mouth  of 
which  for  at  least  150  yards  was  obstructed  by  trees,  which  had  been 
lately  cut  down.  From  the  mouth  of  Somerton  Creek  to  the  fort  the 
Chowan  is  very  crooked  and  narrow,  but  deep.  I  found  the  fort  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river,  being  an  earthwork  with  three  embrasures,  walls 
very  thick,  but  the  guns  had  evidently  been  removed.  Just  below  the 
fort  there  was  a  chain  across  the  river,  with  trees  above  and  resting 
against  the  chain.  I  also  saw  infantry  breastworks  extending  from  the 
battery  on  the  left. 

There  was  no  person  to  be  seen  in  or  near  the  battery.  The  Hunch- 
back is  too  large  for  so  narrow  a  channel,  and  being  alone  I  deemed  it 

best  not  to  land,  but  to  return  immediately  to  report  to  you. 
During  the  time  I  was  in  Chowan  Eiver  I  kept  in  motion  every  day 

and  have  learned  that  for  several  months  past  the  enemy  have  drawn 
large  supplies  of  provisions  from  the  Chowan,  they  being  carried  to  the 
battery  I  visited  in  schooners  and  boats,  and  there  placed  on  board 
the  steamer  Stag  and  taken  to  Franklin  Depot,  on  the  Blackwater. 

I  returned  to  this  place  yesterday  forenoon  in  order  to  get  coal. 
Very  respectfrilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmd.  K.  Colhoun, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  O.  Rowan, 
Comdg.  U.  S*  Naval  Forces,  Famlico  Sound,  etc.,  N.  C. 
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Jnslruclions /mm  the  Secretary  of  the  JV«ry  to  ViuunianiUr  Jtoipiin,  U.  S, 
Kae>i,  regarding  cnlistmenU  in  naval  service. 

Nav\*  Depahtmknt,  June  S,  1S«!3. 
81K :  III  your  diapiitcli*  of  tlie  ITtli  ultimo  jillusion  is  iimdH  to  a  cmi- 

vorctatioii  with  Mr.  Brooks  at  Etizalietli  City,  N.  C.  reUtive  to  his 

etl'orta  t4>  obtiiin  11  favorite  servant  supposed  to  lie  with  tlie  United 
StAtes  foroes.  As  similar  appiicatiotia  may  frequently  be  made,  it  is 
propel'  to  remind  yon  that  jiersons  who  have  enlisted  in  lh<^  uaval 
uerviiie  i-aii  not  be  discharged  without  theoonsenl  of  the  l>e|iartmeiit, 
and  that  no  one  should  be  given  up  against  his  wishes. 

Very  respetttiilly,  Gideon  Weu.ks. 
Oaptain  8.  C.  Kowan, 

C'owrfif.  U.  li.  A'aritl  Fon-vH,  Simnd*  o/yurfh  Varolina. 
loundx  of 

h'epiirt  0/  LieiUimanl  C'otkaua,  U.  IS.  Nar;/,  of  operiitioiiM  i 
Xortb  Carolina  and  raplnre  of  four  vrHnrU. 

V.  S.  8.  IlDNCltllAnK, 
VhairUH  Rirer,  M<nj  :>3,  mr,3. 

_  llR:  Since  my  hist  rejioit  of  the  lith  iustiint,  in  eoiupuny  wiTli  the 
Bhawnlivni,  I  nse^nded  the  Mebeniu  River  about  V2  miles  und  frmnd  a 
deserted  battery,  uu  earthwork  witli  live  embrasures,  and  the  river 
obstructed  by  a  schooner  with  a  chain  across,  trees  and  logs  chained 
t^tyother  being  above  it.  Ou  my  return  I  captured  in  a  ereeU,  about 
one-timirter  of  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  Meiierrin  Uiver,  the  i^choonei' 
Q.  H.  Hmool,  of  <f(i  tons,  which  I  sent  back  by  the  Shairshci-n.  On  the 
lOlli  instant,  accompanied  by  the  Whitehead,  I  ascended  the  Chownn  to 
the  battery  before  visited,  about  300  yards  below  the  mouth  of  Black- 
water,  which  I  iiin  infornied  was  named  by  the  rebels  Fort  Uillard,  in 
compliment  to  JamcN  l>illard,an  oBlier  who  conslructt'd  il.  It  was  the 
IwBt  fort  1  have  seen,  with  three  bombproof  cusei nates  and  bombproof 

magazine.  Theie  were  infaulry  biesistworks  ami  rillc  pits  lor  'J, .KM) 
meu,  and  wtHKleii  barnu-k«|ur  1.500 men,  abontlialf  aniile  Ironi  tlie  foil. 
I  removed  the  obstructions  mentioned  in  my  report  of  llie  I7llj  iiisi;int 
as  beiug  below  Mie  fori,  nnd  l-'IMI  ynrds  above  another  rimiii  ;inil  similar 

obstructions.  I  llien  t  ontinuetl'iip  (lie  Bhick\i;)ter  ;il><>nr  J  miles  anil found  I liri'c schooners sn Ilk.  I  miKie  no  attempt  to  ii'IIiom- llii'm,  tlionyh 
I  think  it  can  be  done  willioot  iniii'li  rron)i!e.  Tlu-ii  yon  .an  .ommuni 

eate  with  our  army  advancing  from  llie  iliiei'tion  of  >'orl'jIk  by  sending 
the  W'liilcliearl  up  to  Franklin.  1  am  informed  by  a  contraband  that 
our  pickets  weri'  seeu  within  S  miloB  of  Frauklin,  Ou  my  returu  I 
de.-troyed  Foit  Dilhir.l. 

Uu  the  -Olh  instant  I  ascended  Bennett's  Ureek  abimt  T  miles,  being 
us  far  as  was  prudent  to  go  with  my  vessel;  then  went  on  board  the 
Whitehead  and  went  up  13  miles  farther  to  Gatesville  and  captured  thu 
Kchooner  Euifenin,  of  about  SO  ton)*..     On  the  'Jlat  instant,  I  sent  the >i<l  to 

■■   W'hil -ek.anil  dis])at.lieil  I of  my  boats 

1,  loaded  with  nhu 
,'ed  to  William  !lji.ule> 
,  but  hearing  of  oar  giii 

fd    tlie 
il  :(l)0  baiiels  of  shad  and 

who  had  |>ri-|iaied  her  lo 
boal-s  belli;:  at  Kdunlou,  Im 

ling  {'J'2il  instant)  the  Whitchem]  captured  the  sloop 
I  board  some  HO  ba^H  of  salt.     I  took  all  three  pri/e-s 
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in  tow  and  arrived  last  niglit  at  EUzabetU  City,  giyi^g  them  in  cliarge 
to  Captain  Hays,  of  the  Morse;  coaled  np  and  left  tlieie  at  nierldiau 
and  am  again  upon  my  station  in  pursuit  of  the  Whitehead. 

I  shall  go  np  the  Chowan  to-morrow,  secure  those  chains,  destroy  the 
barrsicks,  and  make  a  clean  passage  up  the  Blackwater. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ' EDM.   li.   COLHOUN, 

Acting  lAeuienantj  Commanding, 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  Kaval  Forces ^  Waters  of  North  Carolina. 

Report  of  Commander  Boican^  U,  8.  Navy,  of  sending  prize  schoonict' 
Winter  8hruh  to  Phila^lelphia  for  adjudication, 

XT.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berncy  N.  C,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  forwarded  to  his  honor  the  judge  of  the  U.  S. 
district  court  at  the  ])ort  of  Philadelphia,  for  adjudication,  the  prize 
s(!hooner  Winter  8hruh  (Acting  Master  K.  Pasquell,  prize  niaster)  and 
cargo,  consisting  of  224  barrels  salt  shad,  47  barrels  herring,  5 
barrels  and  3  half  barrels  of  lard,  5  barrels  of  pork.  This  vessel  and 
cargo  are  the  property  of  rebel  citizens  of  North  Carolina  and  were 
captured  May  21, 1862,  in  a  small  creek  near  Colerain,  on  the  (Jhowan 

Kiver,  by  the  steamers  Hunchbacl',  Acting  Lieutenant  E.  R.  Colhoun, 
commanding, and  Whitehead,  Acting  Master  C.  A.  French,  commanding, 
belonging  to  the  naval  forces  under  my  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 
S.  C.  UOWAN, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  8ounds  of  North  Carolina. 
ILon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 

Joint  cjrpedition  of  Army  and  Navy  forces  up  Famunkey  Hirer,  May  17  ̂ 
1862. 

Baport  of  Flag-Offioer  Ooldsborough,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Foads,  Virginia,  May  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Murray  writes  me  under  date  of  the 
18th  instant  that  during  a  reconnoissance  up  the  Pamunkey,  extend- 
in^j,  as  I  understand  him,  some  25  miles  above  the  White  House,  by  a 
joint  expedition  comjiosed  of  forces  belonging  to  our  Navy  and  Army, 
the  enemy  was  compelled  to  burn  two  of  his  steamers  and  fifteen  of  his 
schooners,  some  of  them  lomled  with  coal  and  commissary  stores. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSnOROlTGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  I).  C. 

B«port  of  Lientenant  Morray,  IT.  8.  Navy. 

McClellan's  Headquarters,  May  18, 1862. 
[Sir:]  During  a  reconnoissance  of  Panjunkey  Kiver  we  ascended  25 

miles,  com2)elling  the  enemy  to  burn  two  steamers  *Av\OL^XV,<ivi.\\  ̂ vJN\<aw3^«^^' 
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some  of  tbera  loaded  with  coal  and  commissary  stores.  We  were  coia 
Iielled  to  remove  many  obatractions.  The  river  was  narrow  and  its 
higher  ascent  impracticahle  for  giinboivtH.  General  AlcClellan  impro- 

vised a  gunboat  from  a  tn^^,  which  aucompai)ied  me  with  a  i^tonimand 
under  Miyor  [G.  L.]  Wilhird  iiud  Captain  [E.  B.]  Ayres. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  A.  Murray, 
Comtntindinn. 

Flag-Officer  Golushorough, 

AdditLDnnl  laport  ol  LieDtsnuit  Murray,  D.  B.  lts,vj. 

V.  S.  8.  Sebago, 
While  House,  Irt.,  May  !■%  ISt 

VLAo-GFKrcER:  Yesterday  moriiiug  I  took  the  Currituck,  Actintf 
Master  3haukland,  and,  oucompunied  by  a  small  transjHtrt  steamer,  tfae^ 
Seth  Loir,  having  on  board  two  oompaniea  of  iiitiintry  and  a  company 
of  HharpsbooterH,  under  the  command  of  Ma;jor  Willard,  and  two  Par- 
rott  guns  from  Ayres'  battery,  prepared  to  bo  used  from  the  bow  op 
stern  of  the  vessel,  and  a  dclachment  under  Captain  Ayres. 

With  this  force  we  pushed  through  the  obstructions  at  the  burned  J 
bridge  and  ascended  the  Pamunkey  River  in  pursuit  of  the  enem/gl 
transports.  We  encountered  many  difficulties,  such  as  sunken  vesselOf  J 
trees  felled  across  the  river,  etc.,  but  no  batteries. 

Ah  we  iieared  n  place  called  Bassett's  Landing,  about  ̂ 5  tiiiles  above 
the  White  House,  we  saw  the  evidence  of  a  conflagration  in  advauce, 
and  heard  from  the  negroes  along  the  banks  that  the  enemy,  getting 
wind  of  onr  approach,  bad  returned  on  board  the  vessels  such  stores  as 
he  had  landed  and  was  unable  to  take  away  and  hreti  his  fleet. 
About  a  mile  from  the  buruint;  vessels  we  met  with  an  impenetrable 

obstruction.    A  schooner  laden  with  atone  was  sunk  across  the  stream. 

The  river  had  become  so  narrow  that  either  end  of  her  was  wedged  by  j 
the  trees.  9 

Major  Willard  landed  here  with  bis  force  of  infantry  and  sharp-l 
shooters  and  marched  up  the  left  (east)  bank,  that  the  number  anill 
class  of  the  vessels  burning  might  be  known.  This  must  have  been  Ik  J 
severe  blow  to  the  enemy,  who  bad  commenced  landing  bis  stores.         ■ 

Evidences  of  a  hurried  departure  were  manifest;  sbovets,  picks,  aadl 
other  implements,  with  which  they  bad  been  leveling  the  bank,  werafl 
strewn  about. 

The  number  of  vessels  burned  was  (lut  near  as  their  burning  bulla 
could  be  counte<l)  17,  viz,  1  large  side-wheel  steamboat  (the  Logan}fM 
I  propeller,  and  lu  Bcboouers,  ' 
We  were  compelled  to  return  aternforemost  for  several  miles  before 

we  had  room  in  the  river  to  turn.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Somerville 
Nicholson  accompatded  us  on  this  e.Ti)etlition,  tlie  results  of  which  I 
hope  will  be  sati^sfaclory  to  you. 

The  enemy  »pi»eared  on  several  occasions,  but  at  considerable  dis- 
tance, which,  without  loss  of  time,  they  increased.  We  returned  at 

uigblfall  without  accident. 
Acting  Master  Shankland  handled  his  vessel  with  admirable  skill,  I 

and  her  rescue  from  many  positions  of  embarrassment  is  due  to  hia| 
seamanship. 

To  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  Nicholson,  who  volunteered  liix  serv- 
ices on  this  otrciuiou  and  was  so  emiuently  useful  in  sounding  through 

the  obstructions  iu  lulvance  of  the  vessels,  special  thanks  are  due. 
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The  steamer  8eth  LoWj  with  the  commands  of  Major  Willard  and 
Captain  Ayres  on  board,  was  more  than  useful;  she  was  a  necessity. 

Respectfnllj^  your  obedient  servant,  A.  Murray, 
Lieutetiantj  Commanding  Forces  in  York  and  Pamunkey  Rivers. 

FlagOflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  op  Potomac, 
White  House,  May  17, 1862-^10:  SO  p.  m. 
(Eeceived  [at  Washington]  8  a.  m..  May  18.) 

A  combined  naval  and  army  expedition  under  Captain  Murray,  U.  S. 
^avy,  with  troops  and  artillery  under  Major  Willard  and  Captain 
Ayres  of  the  Army,  went  some  25  miles  up  the  Pamunkey  to-day  and 
forced  the  rebels  to  destroy  two  steamers  and  some  twenty  schooners. 
The  expedition  was  admirably  managed,  and  all  concerned  deserve 
great  credit.  We  have  advanced  considerably  to-day.  The  roads  are 
now  improving,  and  you  may  soon  exx)ect  to  hear  of  the  whole  army 
being  on  the  Chickahominy.    All  goes  well. 

Geo.  B.  McClbllan, 

Major-OeneraL 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Report  of  TMMLi  rank  and  burned  in  the  Pamunkey  Biver,  May  5>17,  1868,  bj  Cafitain 
Charloi  8.  Carrington,  aniitaat  qnartermaeter,  under  the  oiden  of  General  Joaeph  S.  John- 
iton,  C.  8.  Army,  and  othen. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Department  of  Justice, 

Richmond,  March  10, 1863. 

The  paper  hereto  attached,  marked  Exhibit  A,  contains  a  list  of  ves- 
sels which  were  seized  by  order  of  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  and 

used  to  transport  provisions  whilst  the  army  was  at  Yorktown,  and, 
subsequently,  when  the  army  fell  back  toward  Richmond,  they  were 
either  sunk  in  the  Pamunkey  Eiver  to  obstruct  it,  or  were  burned  to 
prevent  them  fh)m  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  It  contains 
also  the  names  of  the  several  owners  of  the  vessels,  when  known, 
together  with  the  valuation  of  each  vessel  and  the  names  of  the  persons 
who  valued  them.  There  is  appended  to  it  a  co])y  of  the  certificate  of 
Charles  S.  Carrington,  major  and  quartermaster. 

Under  the  general  principles  announced  in  my  opinion  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  on  the  17th  of  October,  18G2,  the  Government  is  responsi- 

ble to  the  owners  of  the  vessels  for  their  reasonable  value.  I  allow  the 
claims,  therefore,  except  in  those  cases  where  the  owners  are  unknown, 
or  their  Christian  names  are  not  given,  or  the  value  is  not  fixed,  viz: 
Mary  Elizabeth.  Hannah  Ann,  Planter^  Reliance,  Starlight,  J.  R,  Baylis, 
owners  of  which  are  unknown;  and  Palestine,  an  unnamed  vessel,  and 
California,  owned,  respectively,  by  Thomas,  Cloyd  &  Blassingham, 
whose  Christian  names  are  not  given ;  and  the  J.  &  G.  Fair,  Mary 
Luynter,  R.  P.  Waller,  Way,  Little  Addie,  Mirage,  and  Mary  Alice,  which 
are  without  valnation,  and  are  not  excluded  by  reason  of  their  being  in 
either  of  the  other  two  classes. 

T.  H.  Watts, 
'  A  ttorney-  General. 

To  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States. 
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The  sibove-iiiHuotl  veaaels  wure  emitloyed  by  the  Goveiuineiit  dnrJDg 
tlie  oetmpatiun  of  tlio  peaiiisiila  by  tlio  Army  of  the  Confederate  Stat«8, 
imd  ou  its  evacnatioii  were  filled  witli  Btore»  beloDgin^;  to  the  Ooveru- 
iiieut.  Generul  Josepti  E,  Johnston,  co  nun  coding,  etc.,  ordered  lue  to 
send  these  vessels  ap  the  Pamankey  River,  and  after  discharging  their 
cargoes  at  the  White  House  and  filling  a  portion  of  them  with  sand 
uiid  stone,  to  sink  the  nantc  in  the  channel  of  tliis  ettreiim  iu  saoh  a  way 
OB  t<>  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy.  He  also 
ordered  that  a  portion  of  these  vessels  should  be  sunk  iu  the  draw  of 
the  bridge  at  the  White  Honse,  and  again,  that  further  efforts  shouUl 
be  made  by  me  to  obstruct  the  Pamuukcy  Biver  above  the  White 
House,  by  sinking  another  portion  of  these  veaaela.  and,  if  necessary 
t«  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  that  they  shonla 

be  destroyed.  The  vessels  were  sunk  at  Cooke's  Island,  in  obedience  to 
the  flrat-numed  order.  This  obstruction  delayed  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  and  time  was  thus  given  to  siive  the  cargoea  of  other  vessels, 
dfhiyed  by  hciid  winds  in  their  arrival  at  the  White  House.  The  veaaela 
burned  at  Cumberland  were  destroyed  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
haiida  of  the  enemy,  wliose  near  approa'^h,  together  with  their  being 
abaiuloue<l  by  their  erews,  prevented  their  escape  ;  which  was  also  the 
case  with  the  vessels  sunk  at  Garliuk's  Landing.  Those  destroyed  at 
the  White  House  were  sunk  in  the  draw  of  the  bridge.  The  vessels 
sunk  and  burned  at  and  near  Bivssett's  Landing  and  Kewcastle  were 
either  used  successfully  in  obstructing  the  channel  of  the  Pamnnkey 
Kivur  above  the  White  House  «r  destroyed  to  prevent  their  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  reached  these  landings  a  few  hours  after  these  vessels 
were  destroyed.  The  cargoes  of  these  vessels  were  saved,  with  the 
esception  of  a  c|uantity  of  forage  and  some  grain  sacks,  which  it  was 
impossible  to  secure  t)ecanse  of  the  retreat  of  our  army  beyond  the  safe 
reach  of  its  transportation.  The  rapid  advance  of  the  enemy,  the  want 
of  labor,  the  desertion  of  crews,  and  the  necessity  of  my  presence  at 
different  points  prevented  the  valuation  of  alt  these  vessels  and  ren- 

dered au  informal  valuation  of  others  necessary.  I  also  failed  to  obtain 
reliable  information  of  ttie  names  of  the  owners  of  these  vessels,  and 
from  the  above-mentioned  causes,  and  from  the  probable  loss  of  penciled 
memoranda  made  at  the  moment,  I  am  not  confident  that  all  of  the 
vessela  destroyed  by  me  under  the  orders  during  the  retreat  from  York- 
towu  are  reported  in  the  above  list. 

Chas.  S.  Cabrinoton, 
Major  and  (juartermaater. 

Vrdiyg  from  Ike  •Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  FlagO^ccr  Ooldsborouffk, 
U.  S.  Xary,  tu  karo  gunkcn  vc-ggei  off  Horseshoe  ed'amined  and  conditioit 
rpported. 

Navy  Depaetmbnt,  Mag  17, 1863. 

8lR:  The  Light-House  Board  have  information  that  the  light  vessel 
which  was  wrecked  from  her  station  off  the  tail  of  the  Horseshoe  in 
February  last  is  ashore  and  in  good  condition,  it  is  supposed,  on  the 
beach  at  Cape  Henry.  Agreeably  to  a  request  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Board,  the  Department  directs  that  you  will  have  the  vessel  examined 
and  her  condition  reported  upon. 

You  will,  however,  have  no  work  done  upon  her. 
(i.  V.  Fox,  Aclini;  Seeretary. 

Flag-Uftioer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOKdiiuB, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantiv  Jii»chudiiig  HqiMilron,  Ilumptvn  Jioadt, 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Flusserj  TJ.  8.  Navy,  of  operations  in  the  sounds  of 
North  Carolina,  and  enclosing  report  of  Acting  Master  Woodward^ 
U,  8,  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Shawsheen. 

U.  S.  S.  OoMMODORE  Perry, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  May  18, 1862. 

Sir  :  Hearing  from  Colonel  Hawkins,  comman<ling  at  Eoanoke  Island, 
that  there  was  a  quantity  of  stores  belonging  to  the  rebel  Army  at  a 
point  on  tbe  Chowan  Elver,  I  placed  the  8hawsheen  at  his  disposal  to 
convey  a  company  of  soldiers  to  the  spot  for  its  destruction.  The  expe- 

dition arrived  at  its  destination  early  on  the  morning  of  the  0th  instant, 
and  succeeded  in  destroying  some  $50,000  worth  of  bacon,  lard,  etc.  1 
send  with  this  Acting  Master  Woodward's  report  of  the  afiair. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  instant,  I  received  information  of  the 
whereabouts  of  the  Wade's  Point  light-house  apparatus.  On  the  same 
night  I  proceeded  in  the  Morse  6  miles  above  this  place,  landed  with  76 
seaman  and  38  soldiers  from  the  Commodore  Perry,  Morse,  8tars  and 
8tripes,  and  Commodore  Barney,  marched  at  quick  time  3  miles  into  the 
country,  found  the  articles  stowed  in  a  man's  barn,  pressed  his  teams 
and  others  from  his  neighbors  into  service,  and  brought  the  whole 
apparatus  in  one  trip  to  the  Morse.  No  private  property  was  touched. 
To  prevent  information  of  our  movement  reaching  some  rebel  cavalry 
which  was  reported  in  the  neighborhood,  I  arrest^  all  the  men  met  on 
the  route  and  forced  them  to  accompany  us.  On  our  return  they  were 
released. 

On  the  evening  of  the  13th  instant,  with  the  Loekwood  and  Ceres  in 
company,  I  proceeded  by  your  order  with  this  vessel  to  Eoanoke  Eiver. 
At  5  o'clock  next  morning  we  were  abreast  of  Plymouth,  where  we 
stopped  five  minutes  to  examine  some  wagons;  finding  nothing  sus- 
])icious,  we  pushed  on.  Two  miles  above  Jamestown  [ Jamesville]  the 
river  makes  a  sharp  turn  to  the  right,  and  here  my  pilot  told  me  I 
could  go  no  farther.  I  therefore  placea  him  on  board  of  the  Ceres  and 
ordered  the  Ceres  and  the  Lockioood  to  pursue,  with  all  speed,  the 
steamer  Alice,  which  some  people  on  the  bank  informed  me  had  passed 
up  an  hour  ahead  of  us.  I  returned  to  Jamestown  [Jamesvillej  and 
made  an  unsuccessful  search  for  rebel  army  stores.  Some  two  liours 
after  separating  from  the  two  other  boats,  hearing  the  sound  of  a  great 
gun  up  the  river,  I  resolved  to  go  up  at  all  hazards,  as  I  feared  they 
might  have  been  fired  into  from  the  banks  by  musketry.  We  went 
along  at  full  speed  for  several  miles  without  difficulty  until  we  met  the 
other  boats  returning,  the  Ceres  having  captured  th^  Alice  about  2 
miles  below  Williamston.  The  prize  had  on  board  some  bacon  for  the 
rebel  army,  which  has  since,  by  your  order,  been  distributed  to  the 
different  vessels  of  the  fleet,  and  the  church  bells  of  Plymouth,  which 
had  been  presented  to  or  seized  by  the  Confederate  Government  to  be 
cast  into  fieldpieces. 
We  returned  to  Plymouth,  searched  the  custom-house,  and  found  in 

it  the  lantern  from  the  light-boat  at  the  mouth  of  Eoanoke  Eiver.  It 
was  carried  on  board  of  the  Commodore  Perry.  There  was  no  other 
Unite<l  States  property  in  the  town  and  none  belonging  to  tlie  rebels. 
The  Eoanoke  Eiver  is  much  dreaded  by  the  pilots,  but,  so  high  as  we 
went,  we  found  not  much  current,  no  stumps  nor  snags,  and  plenty  of 
water.  I  have  been  informed  by  one  who  professes  to  know  the  river 
well,  that  the  Commodore  Perry  can  go  70  miles  above  Plymouth. 

On  the  day  after  visiting  Plymouth,  I  proceeded,  by  your  order,  up 
the  Cashie  Eiver  in  the  Jjockwood,  with  the  8hawsheen,  Ceres,  and 
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W'hifehtail  in  eciiii]iatiy,  t^ii  Wiiidsoi-.  Tii(?  [latsstige  ii|i  wai^  most  teilioug, Tlie  river  is  (leeji,  but  very  iiaiiow  and  reiiiarkiibly  crocked.  Wo  lia*l 
ft-equeiitly  lo  cut  away  tlie  overhanging  )iiubs  to  make  a  way  for  the 
boats.  The  peoplw  were  iistoaudeil  wlien  we  appeared  ofl'  tiio  vilJage ; tliey  knew  that  wo  were  in  (he  river,  but  no  one  t.huugUt  we  would 
teach  so  high  a  jioint.  There  was  no  United  States  property  at  Wind- 

sor. The  Confederate  property  there  consisted  of  a  quantity  of  black 
beans,  stowed  in  bulk.  Above  these  beano,  on  the  next  lioor,  were  some 
300  ponnds  of  cotton,  lying  loose.  The  cotton  was  of  little  valne,  and 
the  beans  were  worthless.  I  hail  do  time  or  meann  to  destroy  tliem.  I 
was  restrained  from  nsiug  fire  by  the  tearfnl  prayers  of  a  poor  widow 
who  lived  Imid  by  and  whose  house  might  have  been  destroyed  by  the 
conflagration,  My  kindness  was  rewarded  by  a  "Ood  bless  yon r  cause, 
sir,"  from  the  poor  widow,  worth  twenty  times  the  stores.  I  ordered 
the  articles  to  be  distributed  to  the  i>oor.  By  sunset  we  got  away  from 
this  phiue,  but  weiv  only  a,  mile  below  when  it  became  so  dark  that  we 
were  obliged  to  tie  up  for  the  night.  The  next  morning  we  descended 

the  river,  passed  through  the  "  thoroughfare,"  and  Joined  you  at  Ply- 
mouth. Yesterday  morning  I  itrreste<l  at  Plymouth  Blunt  GriSin,  who 

owDs  a  fishory  on  the  Rounoke,  and  seized  his  nets.  He  was  repre- 
Hentetl  to  me  as  a  violent  secessionist  and  a  perse<'Ut"r  of  Uuion  men, 
nnd,  lurthermore,  it  was  reported  that  he  was  selling  flsh  tti  the  rebel 
army.  The  last  charge  seems  to  mv  not  well  founded,  yet  I  shall  hold 
him  ill  custody.    I  think  it  will  exert  a  good  inliueiiee  on  others. 

Yesterday  afternofm  I  ran  over  to  this  place.  To-day  I  had  nn  inter- 
view on  shore  with  the  mayor  of  EliKabeth  and  told  him  what  I  should 

expect  and  require  of  the  cilizeiiR.  lie  asked  me  to  put  in  writing  what 
1  said  to  hiuj,  and  I  wrote  him  a  note,  of  which  I  sent  yon  a  copy  this 

afteinoonby  Lieutenant  Commanding  McCook,  of  the  •S'for«a»(i^7r)'peM, 
'  He  came  on  board  afterwards  with  a.  Union  citizen  of  the  place,  a  Mr. 
(irandby,  and  asked  me  to  grant  him  till  Wednesday  evening  next  to 
niiswei'  the  note,  saying  that  the  citizens  thought  the  subjects  men- 

tioned of  iiu|>ortance;  that  they  had  decided  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
gtutlemen  of  the  county;  that  the  county  was  30  miles  long,  and  sev- 
eriil  days  would  be  re<|uired  to  assemble  the  people.  Their  request  wa» 
granted,  and  so  the  thing  stands.  I  promised,  on  their  request,  to 
attend  the  meeting.  What  they  find  in  the  note  of  imjiortancc  to  affect 
the  interests  of  anyone  beyond  the  immediate  reaidentu  of  Elizabeth  I 
can  not  uiderstand,  unless  they  misapprehend  my  meaning  when  I  say 
*'I  insist  that  the  people  he  allowed  to  trade  with  na  unmolested,"  and 
8ui>pose  me  to  intend  the  general  resumption  of  the  trade  of  the  port, 
when  I  only  mean  that  the  farmers  and  others  be  permitted  to  sell  to  u» 
(the  gunboats),  unmolested,  poultry,  eggs,  fish,  vegetables,  etc.  How- 

ever, we  wilt  tind  out  at  the  meeting,  and,  if  they  offer  me  the  oppor- 
tunity, I  shall  address  a  few  remarks  to  them  that  will  cause  their  eiira 

to  tingh'. 
Very  restwct  fully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

0,  W.  Flussee, 
Lieiitenanf,  Commanilint/. 

('ouniander  S.  C.  KowAw, 
Citmmandinit  I'.  iS".  Xarat  ForifMy 

Tuner  Wtitein  i>/  Jfnrth  Carolhia,  Xew  Berne,  X.  C. 

I'.  S. — I  think  the  loyal  people  are  twQ  to  one  against  the  disloyal  at 
this  place,  at  I'lymonth,  and  at  "Windsor.  But  they  have  no  arnm,  no nninuinJtiiMi.  If  these  were  given  them,  with  our  aid,  the  State  wonld 
souu  return  to  her  allegiauce. 
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[Bnolosnres.] 
U.  S.  S.  Shawshebn, 

OffMizabeth  Oity^  May  10^  1862. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  on  the  6th  instant  I  went  to  Eoan- 

oke  Island,  took  on  board  one  company  of  Colonel  Hawkins'  Ninth  New 
York  Regiment,  and  proceeded  up  the  Chowan  Eiver  to  Gates  County, 
landed  all  our  forces,  and  destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  bacon,  corn,  lard, 
fish,  etc.,  belonging  to  C.  S.  Government,  by  setting  fire  to  the  ware- 

house and  consuming  the  whole.  On  our  way  to  the  steamer  the  rear 
guard  was  attacked  by  about  thirty  rebel  cavalry.  When  their  leader 
was  shot  they  turned  and  fled,  when  all  our  men  embarked  again,  and 
I  immediately  proceeded  back  to  Roamoke  Island  and  landed  the  troops, 
then  returned  back  to  Elizabeth  City  again  on  the  8th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Thos.  J.  Woodward, 

Acting  MasteVj  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  C.  W.  Flusseb, 

Commanding  Naval  Division^  Albemarle  Soundj  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry, 
Off  Elizabeth  Oity^  May  18, 1862. 

Sir  :  There  being  no  Confederate  troops  in  this  city  or  its  vicinity, 
any  persecution  of  Union  people  that  may  occur  hereafter  must  be  the 
work  of  evil-minded  citizens,  and  will  subject  those  citizens  to  sum- 

mary punishment.  Many  Union  jieople  have  been  taken  from  their 
homes  and  confined  in  prisons  on  frivolous  charges.  It  is  my  intention, 
on  any  recurrence  of  such  outrages,  to  seize  two  secessionists  for  each 
Union  man  seized,  and  subject  them  to  precisely  the  same  treatment 
which  the  loyal  man  receives  at  the  hands  of  the  disloyal. 

I  am  here  to  protect  the  Union  people,  and  this  duty  will  be  performed 
to  the  best  of  my  ability.  It  is  my  earnest  desire  that  this  duty  may 
be  executed  without  any  forcible  demonstration  against  those  who 
unhappilv  differ  with  us  in  political  sentiments.  In  other  words,  over- 

looking the  past,  I  hope  all  citizens  will  remain  quietly  at  home,  attend 
to  their  own  business,  and  attempt  no  persecution  for  opinion's  sake.  I 
insist  that  citizens  be  allowed  to  trade  with  us  unmolested,  and  that  my 
officers  and  men  shall  be  permitted  to  land  and  go  about  the  city  with- 

out a  guard. 
If  officers  or  men  violate  any  municipal  law,  they  will  be  punished  on 

a  report  made  to  me  through  the  city  authorities. 
If  officers  or  men  are  detained,  I  shall  be  obliged,  however  unwill- 

ingly, to  fire  on  the  town. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,        C.  W.  Flusser, 

Lieutenant^  Oomdg.  U.  8.  Naval  Forces,  Albemarle  Sound. 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Elizabeth  City. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Flusser,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rowan, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a  proposed  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Elizabeth 
City,  N.  0. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Perry, 
Off  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C,  May  18, 1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore  :  I  send  you  the  little  schooner  Captain  Will- 
iams, in  order  that  you  may,  if  you  see  fit  to  do  so,  flU  her  with  pro- 

visions and  send  her  up. 
N  W  »— VOL  7   25 
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1  bad  an  interview  with  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  this  p1a<'.e  tn-day, 
and  then  wrote  them  a  letter,  which  they  ask  till  Wednesday  evening 
next  to  answer  through  a  county  meeting. 

The  affair  becomes  interestinj;.  I  am  rfi<|neBted  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing, and  shall  do  so  if  you  are  not  here.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be 

well  for  you  to  come! 
A  little  conciliation  now  may  efifect  great  things  for  the  eause.     I 

discharged  schooner  //.  W.  Morse  to-day.     Am  en  route  to  Plymoulh. 
In  great  haste,  yours,  truly, 

r,.  W.  Flusskr, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  8.  C.  BOWAH, 
Comda.  V.  8.  Naval  Foroat,  Inner  Wattrit  of  North  Carolina. 

P.  S. — I  shall  send  yon  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  mayor  by  steamer. 
The  Loaktcood  is  disabled  and  must  have  the  new  croashead  before 
moving. 

Regards  to  the  doctor  and  others. 

Report  of  Fliiif-dffwcr  QolAtborongh,    U.  S.  Nary,  of  iiperationn   up  Ike 
Ike  James  Hirer,  Virginia. 

XJ.  a.  I'lagship  Susqubhanna, 
James  River,  Virginiay  May  1>^,  1862, 

Sib:  In  ooneequence  of  a  report  from  Commander  Rod  gers  that  there 
were  two  batteries  on  the  south  aide  of  this  river,  one  at  Kock  Wharf 
Landing  and  the  other  at  Ilarden's  Bluff,  or  Mother  Tynes'  Landing, 
which  required  reducing  in  order  to  open  the  river  and  get  supplies  np  to 
him,  of  which  he  was  about  to  stand  in  need,  I  moved  up  to  them  yester- 

day with  this  ship,  the  Waekusett,  Daootak,  Maratanza,  and  tug  Young 
Amerii^ay  but  found  that  both  had  been  recently  abandoned  and  left 

comparatively  in  a  useless  condition.  At  Ilarden's  Blut)'  the  guns were  spiked,  carriages  burned,  and  magazines  blown  up,  but  a  little 
below  it  a  solitary  gun  remained  intact,  and  this  we  put  out  of  use.  At 
Itock  Wharf  Landing  the  guns  wore  also  spiked  and  carriages  burned, 
but  neither  the  magazines  nor  bombproofs  had  been  destroyed.  This 
I  ordered  to  be  done,  and  it  was  effectually  accomplished. 

The  James  Kiver  is  now  open  from  its  mouth  up  to  Ward's  or  Drewry's 
Bluff,  or,  in  other  words,  np  to  within  8  miles  of  Richmoud,  where, 
as  you  will  perceive  by  Commander  Rodger's  report  of  his  fight,  it  is 
seriously  obstructed. 

A  vessel  with  coal  and  another  with  ammniiitiou,  each  towed  by  au 
armed  tug,  went  up  to  our  vessels  last  night. 

I  shall  return  with  this  ship  to  Hampton  Roads  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable moment,  and,  on  her  returning  the  marines  she  has  on  board 

belonging  to  the  Minnexota,  shall  send  her  back  to  Norfolk. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L,  M.  GOLDSBOBouon, 

Flag-Offuvr,  Comdg.  North  Alantio  Blockading  Squadron. 
flon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

•Hecretarg  of  the  Navy,  Waxhington,  I).  V. 
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Instructions  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldsbaroughy  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Smithy  XT.  S.  Navyj  regarding  operations  up  the  James  Eiver. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Susquehanna, 

Off  Hardff^s  [Harden^s]  Bluff,  James  River j  May  18, 1863. 
Sir:  On  reaching  City  Point  and  informing  yoorself  of  the  state  of 

things  above  there,  if  yon  should  think  it  practicable  to  reduce  the 
enemy's  work  on  Warren's  [Drevrry's]  Bluff,  break  through  the  obstruc- 

tions in  the  river  thereat^  and  get  the  Monitor  up  to  Bichmond,  do 
not  hesitate  to  make  the  attempt. 

Be  careliil  that  the  enemy  does  not  reoccnpy  any  of  the  works  he 
has  abaudoned  on  James  Kiver  or  construct  others  on  its  banks 

between  Warren's  [Drewry's]  Bluff  and  its  month  with  impunity. 
Exercise  your  discretion  as  to  the  best  place  for  the  supply  vessels 

to  remain,  and  give  them  your  orders  acconliugly. 
Send  the  tugs  Dragon  and  Zouave  to  Hampton  Boads.  If,  however, 

you  would  like  to  retain  one  of  them  to  assist  you  in  your  operations 
you  can  keep  the  Dragon  and  provision  her  as  she  may  require  from 
your  own  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  William  Smith, 

U.  8.  8.  WachuseU. 

[Telegmn.] 

Washington,  May  18, 1862. 

I  telegraphed  Friday  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  by  order  of  the 
President,  to  send  the  Dacotah  with  a  dispatch  to  Farragut,  which  is 
of  very  great  importance.  No  answer  has  been  received.  The  Presi- 

dent, at  the  request  of  the  War  Department,  wishes  one  armed  boat 
left  at  Fredericksburg.  I  think  Commodore  Goldsborough  ought  to 
withdraw  most  of  his  boats  from  the  sounds  to  these  rivers,  where 

they  are  so  much  needed.     Faxon's  telegraph*  received;   no  news here. 
G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Kavy. 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy^  Hampton  Roads. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Watiers,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Minne- 
sota, of  examination  of  Confederate  defenses  near  Day*s  Point. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota, 
Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  May  19, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  to  your  order  I  hereby  present  my  report  of  the 
examination  of  the  rebel  defenses  near  Day's  Point,  on  the  James 
Biver,  made  on  the  17th  and  18th  ultimo,  under  cover  of  some  vessels 

*  See  pp.  366^  367. 



*«ORTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADraO    SQUADRON. 

of  the  sqiiadroD,  the  niariDes  of  nliich  occnpjed  the  rebel  works  and  did 
picket  duty  while  the  exniuiiiatioD  waa  being  conducted  imd  tlie  iiecee- 
sary  preparatioiin  made  to  blow  up  the  ma^a/.ioes  of  Fort  Boyliiii,  only 

one  ot'wliich  liad  been  destroyed  by  the  rebels.  This  line  of  defenses is  situated  on  tbe  left  bank  of  the  river,  ascending  the  same,  and  is 
eBtiuiated  to  be  alwiit  14  miles  above  Newport  News  Poiut,  on  an  ele- 

vated site,  commanding  two  bends  in  tbe  river,  where,  although  the 
river  is  broad,  tbe  navigation  is  obstructed  by  barriers  and  some  natu- 

ral shoals,  which  require  vessels  keeping  the  channel  to  pass  within 
short  range  of  these  batteries.  The  first  of  which,  about  2  miles  above 

Day's  Point,  is  Fort  Boykin,  a  very  strong  work.  Half  a  mile  above 
this,  and  comniauding  the  wharf  called  Long  Wharf  Lauding,  whei-e 
there  is  a  road  leading  to  Smithlield,  Va.  (a  few  zniles  back),  there  is  a 
lunette  which  mounted  one  guD.  Four  miles  above  this,  the  upper 

battery  in  situated  on  an  elevated  site  called  Harden's  Bluft',  where  the 
examination  of  tbe  works  was  commenced,  and  I  will  give  the  report  in 
the  same  order,  commouuiug  on  the  ielt  or  the  higljest  battery  on  the 
river,  excei)t  those  near  Bicbmond.  This  fort  is  an  eartlnvork  of  recent 
eonstrnctiou,  the  rear  being  not  quite  finished.  It  is  a  bastioued  work, 
of  500  feet  front  and  about  300  deptli.  The  front  commands  tlie  river, 

presenting  an  indented  or  crt'maillire  line,  composed  of  long  and  short 

lines  alternately,  thus  giving  a  cross  fire  for  barbette  guns,  and  the 
lougest  lines  commanding  the  approach  up  the  river.  The  left  is  a 
luuette.  The  right  has  two  bastions,  the  line  of  defense  of  one  looking 
toward  the  river  and  tbe  other  covering  a  ravine  whiih  skirts  the  right 
and  rear.  The  rear  of  the  work  is  a  redan,  in  which  is  found  the  entrance 
to  the  fort  and  also  the  bridge  over  the  ditch,  which  is  reenforced  by  a 
small  redan  commanding  the  bridge. 

In  thoceuk'r  are  parade  ground  and  space  for  quarters  and  bomb- 
proof magazine.  The  front,  at  intervals  between  the  guns,  has  bomb- 
proof traverses,  some  of  which  are  store  rooms;  they  are  neatly  fin- 
ished with  sods,  and  the  parapets  all  round  are  faced  with  revetment 

of  sods  on  tbe  interior  sloi)e. 
The  work  is  surrounded  with  [a]  deep  ditch  and  occupies  a  command- 

ing position  on  the  bluff,  with  a  steep  bauk  almost  {>erpendicular 
between  it  an<l  the  level  of  the  river,  giving  it  a  command  from  crest 
of  parapet  to  the  level  of  river  of  about  30  feet.  Us  right  is  Hanked 
by  a  ravine,  which  also  covers  pait  of  the  rear,  from  which  the  timber 
has  been  cleared  and  burned,  teaviug  au  open  view  extending  back 
nearly  a  mile.  The  retiring  enemy  hiid  burned  the  quarters  and  dis- 

mounted the  guus,  burning  the  carriages  and  blowing  up  the  magazine, 
but  left  their  flag  flying.  This  must  have  been  done  very  recently,  for 
some  of  the  gun  carriages  were  yet  smoiddering.  There  was  also  tbe 
debris  of  a  furnace  fur  heating  shot.  The  fort  mounted  twelve  guns, 
one  3-  commanding  the  entrance  at  the  rear;  three  of  the  heaviest 
caliber  mounted  on  circle-traversing  carriages  at  the  augles  in  barbette, 
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and  eight  gans  on  the  front,  five  of  which  were  mounted  in  embrasure, 
which  took  away  considerably  from  their  efficiency,  as  they  had  only  a 
limited  range  of  fire:  but  being  navy  32-ponnders,  mounted  on  navy 
truck  carriages,  fitted  with  breeching  and  tackles  and  worked  on  plat- 

forms built  of  wood  over  the  thread  of  the  banquette,  they  could  not 
be  mounted  higher  without  exposing  the  men  over  the  parapet.  The 
following  summary  of  the  guns  will  show  their  character: 

One  7-inch  army  columbiad,  rifled  bore;  gun  spiked. 
Two  8-inch  army  colunibiads,  smoothbore;  guns  spiked. 
Three  9-inch  navy  Dahlgren  guns,  smoothbore;  guns  spiked. 
Six  double-fortified  navy  32s,  smoothbore,  57  cwt.;  guns  spiked. 
Total,  twelve. 
Two  of  the  9-inch  Dahlgren  guns  are  burst  to  atoms. 
In  some  of  the  bombproof  store  rooms  a  few  shells  and  grape  were 

remaining,  and  in  one  of  them  discovered  two  iron-cased  torpedoes, 
which  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  blow  up  by  attaching  a  slow  match 
to  the  fuze;  it  also  appeared  to  have  a  trigger  set. 

The  next  morning,  the  18th  instant,  moved  down  the  river  from  the 
anchorage  near  the  light-house  and  landed  with  escort  of  marines  at 
the  wharf  near  Fort  Boykin.  This  is  a  long  wharf  projecting  a  great 
distance  into  the  river,  built  of  timber,  and  part  of  it  quite  new,  hav- 

ing been  serviceable  in  landing  stores  and  material  for  these  forts  and 
garrisons.  It  is  now  partially  destroyed  by  fire.  At  the  base  of  the 
wharf  a  road  runs  up,  skirted  on  either  side  by  moderately  high  banks, 
leading  toward  Smithfleld,  Ya.,  a  few  miles  back.  Standing  in  this 
road  and  facing  the  river,  I  observed  the  bluff  on  the  right  hand  to  be 
the  higher  of  the  two,  having  an  elevation  of  about  25  feet,  and  the 
point  near  the  bank  crowned  by  a  lunette,  covering  the  wharf  and  the 
road.  This  lunette  mounted  one  7-inch  army  columbiad,  on  circle,  the 
gun  spiked  and  dismounted  and  the  carriage  totally  destroyed  by  fire. 
In  the  rear  of  the  battery  a  furnace  for  heating  shot  had  been  pulled 
down  and  the  ironwork  prepared  for  removal.  Near  this  place  were 
two  transporting  carriages  ibr  ordnance,  which  we  destroyed.  To  the 
left  of  this,  occupying  a  pleasant  site  on  an  eminence  overlooking  the 
river,  stands  the  residence  of  General  Boykin,  on  whose  farm  the  fort 
bearing  his  name  is  situated. 
Taking  the  road  to  the  right,  and  passing  the  lunette  a  distance  of 

about  half  a  mile,  brought  us  to  the  entrance  of  Fort  Boykin,  which 
is  built  on  a  commanding  bluff,  overlooking  the  river,  being  the  high- 

est point  in  the  vicinity,  except  the  hill  on  which  the  general's  house 
stands.  It  has  fine  command  in  all  directions,  the  ground  sloping 
away  to  the  rear  and  on  all  sidas  except  the  front,  which  is  a  steep  bank 
nearly,  or  about,  45  feet  high.  The  fort  is  an  earthwork  of  very  elabo- 

rate plan  and  great  extent,  displaying  a  prodigious  amount  of  labor 
and  good  engineering  skill  in  its  projection.  Its  form  or  outline  is  a 
polygon  of  five  unequal  sides,  with  bastions  at  the  angles.  The  front 
is  the  longest  side,  being  on  the  river,  and  presents  the  indented  or 
cremaillire  line.  Two  of  the  other  sides  are  advanced  in  the  center  of 
the  curtain,  presenting  a  small  redan  to  flank  the  faces  of  the  bastions. 
The  length  of  the  front  of  this  work  is  about  800  feet,  and  it  is  about 
the  same  in  depth  from  the  front  to  the  salient  of  one  of  the  rear 
angles.  It  is  surrounded  with  a  deep  ditch,  which,  on  the  right  and 
part  of  the  rear,  owing  to  the  inequalities  of  the  ground,  gives  a  com- 

mand of  about  20  feet,  and  the  thickness  of  the  parapet  measured  on 
the  superior  slope  twice  that,  or  40  feet.    Part  of  this  ditch  has  on  the 
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Hcarp  a  revetment  of  timber  picketed  on  the  inside.  The  interior  of 
the  work  ib  traversed  in  all  directions  witli  bombproof  traverses  on  the 
Banks  of  the  curtains,  and  the  bombproof  shelters,  and  the  magazines, 
all  of  which  are  stroDgly  built  aud  are  works  of  great  magnitude  and 
carefoUy  fluishcd  with  sods;  the  interior  slope  of  parapets  also  faced 
with  revetment  of  sods.  It  contains  thri.'e  magazines,  one  of  which 
had  been  blown  up  when  the  work  was  evacuated;  two  bombproof 
sheltei'fl  for  troops,  which  would  shield  500  men,  a  parade  ground,  and 
space  for  (|uart«rs,  not  many  of  which  had  been  built,  as  the  troops 
were  supplied  from  an  extisnsiveeiiclosed  camp  about  a  mile  in  tbereiir, 
in  which  1  was  informed  a  regiment  had  been  quartered  for  the  i)urpose 
of  building  this  fort,  and  had  worked  on  it  daily  from  the  middle  of 
June,  1861,  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  month.  The  work  fully 
justitles  the  statement.  The  bombproofs  are  built  of  massive  IVame- 
work  of  pitch  pine,  11  by  9  inches,  aud  covered  to  considerable  depth 
with  earth,  presenting  cover  to  fire  irom  the  river  side. 

In  evacuating  this  strong  work,  after  the  fight  with  our  gunboats, 
the  rebels  burned  the  gun  carriages  and  apiked  the  guns,  having  evi- 

dently made  the  attempt  to  remove  them,  but  being  in  too  great  haste. 
Tliey  blew  up  oneof  the  magazines,  destroyed  the  shot  furnaces,  and 

burned  their  camp  in  the  reai*,  which  was  well  provided  with  log  houses and  stockaded. 
We  finished  the  work  of  destruction  inside  the  fort  by  blowing  up 

the  other  two  magazines  and  burning  some  houses,  aud  also  the  bomb- 
proofs.  In  one  of  the  magazines  I  found  about  120  pounds  of  jiowder, 
which,  together  with  GOO  pounds  provided  from  the  U.  8.  B.  Stwi/ue- 
hanna,  was  used  in  blowing  up  the  magazines,  the  explosion  of  which 
left  only  a  pile  of  rubbish,  which  it  would  be  no  easy  task  t«  recon- 
struct. 

This  fort,  although  covering  a  great  extent  of  ground,  and  having 
been  built  with  great  care,  mounted  but  a  comparatively  small  number 
of  guns,  tbiiteen  being  all  that  remained.  Some  bad  been  removed; 
they  were  found  some  distance  back  on  the  road  to  Smithfield,  but  I 
do  not  think  there  ever  hiul  been  more  than  twenty  guns,  as  there  were 
uo  evidences  of  beds  having  been  laid  on  some  parts  of  the  bamjnette. 
The  guns  had  all  been  mounted  in  barbette,  and  except  one,  which  was 
mounted  in  the  rear,  had  all  been  placed  on  the  river  ft'ont. 

Six  were  heavy  8  inch  array  columbiads,  mounted  on  circle  travers- 
ing carriage  pivoted  on  the  center  of  the  caniage;  weight  of  guns, 

8,&4.5  pounds. 
Six  others,  double  fortified  navy  32s  of  the  year  1827  and  varying  i» 

weight  from  51  to  56  cwt. 
One  navy  42pounder  carruuade,  mounted  in  hastioD  to  the  rear, 

overlooking  the  camp. 
(Total, I  13  guns. 
The  gnus  had  all  been  spiked  and  the  carriages  set  on  fire,  aud  it 

appeared  fW>m  the  positions  of  the  guns  on  the  ground  that  they  had, 
when  heated,  discharged  themselves  and  pitched  off  the  carriages,  ne 
most  of  them  were  lying  in  such  a  manner  that  I  could  not  see  the 
marks  on  the  reenforce. 

Very  I'espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Watters, 

Lieutenant,  C  *'.  N^arg, Commander  A.  Ludlow  Cask,  IT.  8.  Navy, 
Cajitain  of  the  Fleet. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  NiehoUonj  U,  8.  Navy,  of  a  reconnovtsance  up  tlie 
Mattapony  Biver. 

XT.  S.  S.  Mabblshead, 
White  House,  Va.,  May  20, 1862. 

SiB:  I  respectfolly  report  that  in  accordance  with  your  instructions 
I  went  on  board  the  OurHtuelc  on  the  night  of  Sunday  last  and  pro- 

ceeded to  the  Mattapony  and  ascended  it  some  40  miles,  when  I  met 
with  a  natural  bar,  or  bulkhead,  with  3  feet  of  water,  which  obstructed 
farther  navigation. 
We  found  no  vessels.  All  except  a  few  light-draft  pungies,  which  I 

understood  from  contrabands  were  7  miles  above,  had  apparently  taken 
shelter  in  the  headwaters  of  the  Pamunkey. 
From  all  I  could  discover  there  is  no  Union  sentiment  to  be  found 

there. 
The  Gorwin,  some  days  previous,  had  made  a  reconnoissance  part  of 

this  distance  up  the  river. 
Any  further  explorations  of  this  river  will  have  to  be  made  by  boats. 
The  river  is  wider  and  easier  of  navigation  this  far  than  the 

Pamunkey. 
The  Currituck  was  admirably  managed  by  Oaptain  Shanklaud. 
We  returned  without  accident  this  morning  at  10  a.  m. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Mubbat, 

TJ.  8.  8.  8ebago,  Senior  Officer. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Flusser,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rowan, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affaire  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  GOMMODOBE  PEBBY, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  May  19, 1862. 

My  Deab  Gommodobe:  I  returned  from  Elizabeth  this  afternoon. 
Chaplin  tells  me  that  he  has  been  visited  during  my  absence  by  100 
people  who  only  wish  a  leader  in  order  to  take  arms  in  their  own 
defense.  They  begged  Chaplin  to  come  ashore  and  command  them, 
and  also  requested  that  a  recruiting  officer  be  sent  here.  They  say 
that  he  can  get  60  men  in  one  precinct.  They  also  say  each  man  has  a 
horse.  I  think  if  the  general  would  send  two  companies  here  he  would 
meet  with  much  greater  success  than  at  Washington. 

If  the  services  of  these  men  are  not  accepted  they  will  soon  be 
pressed  into  the  Confederate  Army.  They  have  asked  permission  to 
raise  our  flag  on  the  custom-house  at  this  place.  With  a  little  concilia- 

tion toward  the  moderate  secessionists,  quick  punishment  for  the  vio- 
lent, and  protection  and  aid  granted  to  the  Union  men,  the  whole  of 

the  eastern  counties  of  North  Carolina  can  readily  be  brought  back  to 
tbeir  allegiance.  Men  from  20  odd  miles  around  have  come  to  see  the 
gunboats,  and  all  are  anxious  to  enlist. 

1  regard  this  as  so  important  a  matter  that  I  shall  send  the  Shaw- 
sheen  to  you  early  to-morrow  with  this  letter.  Colhoun  sent  a  schooner 
to  me  at  this  place,  taken  in  the  Chowan.  I  send  the  pai)ers  found  on 
board. 

The  SJiawsheet^  destroyed  a  deserted  battery  on  the  Meherrin. 
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I  liiuird  a  i'c<ix>rt  yesterday  at  Elizabeth  tliat  the  gunboats  were  at 
Ricliiiioiid,  iiud  our  troops  witbiii  8  miles  of  the  sarue  pla^ie.  To-day 
there  is  a  report  here  that  ten  guuboats  were  sunk  below  Uichnioud; 

that  Stonewall  .lacksoii  had  destroyed  Banks'  divisiou  and  entered 
Pennsylvania. 

Chaplin,  very  properly,  during  my  absence  prohibited  the  sitting  of 
a  court  at  this  place.    The  Judges  were  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiatiL-« 
to  the  Ooufederatiy.    Among  the  duties  of  the  court  were  first  t«  place 
a  tax  on  the  people  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  rehef  of  the  families  of  rebel 
^olnuteorx;  second,  to  fix  a  State  tax. 
.Will  you   please  forward   the  enclose*!   doimments   to   Paymaster 
^ornton  T    1  have  no  envelopes. 
[  hope  to  see  you  here  soon. 

Yours,  truly, 
a.  W.  Flubser, 

Lievtenant,  Oommandinjf, 
lOommander  S.  C.  Kowan, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  Naml  Forces,  Inner  Walern  nf  North  Vitrolina. 

mtterfrom  Commander  Roiran,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  to  FlagOffioer  Ooldsborot 
D,  8,  Navy,  regarding  Heizvre  of  a  Union  man. 

U.  8.  a.  Philadelphia, 

New  ISertte,  N.  t'.,  Mag  19,  ims. 
I  Slii :  A  rabid  secessionist,  liviug  ou  the  Nortli  Itiver  and  neighbor  to 
ji  TTuiou  man  who  sold  us  eggs  and  i)outtry,  reported  the  Union  man. 
and  had  him  seized  aud  carried  Xa  Richmond  Us  be  tried  for  his  life. 
]  sent  on  shore  and  seized  the  secessionist  and  now  hold  him  as  hostage 
for  the  safe  return  of  tlie  Union  man. 

I  have  told  the  people  everywhere  that  Union  men  must  not  be  jjer- 
souutod  for  their  political  opiuious, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, S.   0,   llOWAN, 

Comilg,  U.  8.  Natal  Force*,  ISoundii  of  North  Carolina, 

Iriag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobouoh, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Si/Uitdron,  HampUm  Hoadu, 

Werfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navif  to  Flag-Officer  Qold»horough,  U.  8i 
Narg,  regarding  veKsek  ordered  to  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Naty  DepahtmknT,  May  19, 1863. 
^Sib:  Lieutenant  Oommanding  Wyinan  liaR  been  direuted  to  send  the 
p.  S.  steamers  Jacob  Bell,  Vteur  dc  Lion,  and  Stepping  Stonen  to  IJamp- 
T  Roads  to  lepurt  to  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, Gideon  Welles. 

iFlag-OfflcCr  Jj.  M.   GOLDSBOBOUOH, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Hquadron,  Mampton  Boada. 

I 
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Order  from  Lieutenant  Wyman^  U.  8,  Navjfy  to  Lieutenant  McCrea,  U,  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Jacob  Bell,  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
borough  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  Department,  May  19, 1862. 
You  will  proceed  with  your  steamer  as  soon  as  ready  to  Old  Point 

and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 
On  your  way  down  direct  the  paymaster  to  transfer  the  accounts  of 

the  Jacob  Bell,  Oceur  de  Lion,  and  Stepping  8tones  to  the  paymaster  of 
the  Minnesota;  also  direct  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eappahannock  that  the 
Ccevr  de  Lion  and  Stepping  Stones  be  sent  to  Hampton  Beads  immedi- 
ately. 

R.  H.  Wyman, 
Commanding  Potoma<}  Flotilla. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  McOrea, 
Steamer  Jacob  Bell. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna. 

Navy  Department,  May  19, 1862. 
Sir:  Direct  the  8%^squehanna  to  proceed  to  Port  Boyal,  [S.  C],  and 

report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  for  duty. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  May  19, 1862. 
(Received  May  20, 1862.) 

The  written  order  to-day  for  the  Susquehanna  to  go  to  Port  Royal  is 
annulled.  Let  her  await  further  orders.  The  San  Jacinto  will  receive 
orders  dated  to-day. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh. 

Capture  of  a  party  of  Federal  officers  and  men  at  City  Point,  May  19, 1862. 

Report  of  Commandor  W.  Bmitli,  U.  8.  Hayy,  oommandiiig  IT.  8.  8.  Waehniett 

U.  S.  S.  Wachtjsett, 
City  Point,  James  River,  May  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  We  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant.  Yester- 
day forenoon  Commander  Rodgers  and  myself  visited  the  Point.  He 

iutonued  me  that  he  and  other  officers  had  several  times  been  on  shore; 
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thiit  tliere  were  several  Union  fiimilies  there,  no  troops  were  or  had  beea 
statiooed  thei'e,  all  appeared  iriendly,  aiid  there  were  no  indieations  of 
hostility. 
We  called  !tt  several  houses.  At  the  hoaae  of  Captain  CurtiH  one  of 

the  females  of  the  family  wah  quite  sick,  and  complained  that  she  could 
not  procure  medical  advice  nor  medicine,  I  told  her  that  our  surgeon 
would  ciiU  and  see  her.  In  the  afternoon  Assistant  Surgeon  George  1). 
Siocum,  accompanied  by  Paymaster  Stockwell,  Chief  Engineer  Charles 

H.  Baker,  and  Lientenant  T>ei''ord,  array  signal  officer,  went  on  shore. 
When  the  boat  landed  Master's  Mate  Thomas  Almy  remained  with  five 
of  the  boat's  orew  in  charge  of  the  boat,  while  the  officers  and  six  of 
the  men  went  up  into  the  village.  All  the  party  were  armed  with 
pifituls  and  swords.  In  a  few  minutes  after  the  party  li^ft  to  go  np  a 
woman  ran  down  to  the  beach  and  told  the  men  to  get  into  their  boat 

immediately  and  go  oR',  which  they  did,  but  were  a  very  short  distance from  the  land  when  a  party  of  rebels  fired  at  them  several  times  and 
retired.  I  was  on  board  the  Monitor  at  the  time,  and,  with  Lieutenants 
Commanding  Stevens  and  JefTers,  was  looking  out  from  the  turret  and 
saw  the  firing.  Stevens  inmietliately  left  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
^faratama  and  Monitor  were  underway  and  standing  for  the  Point. 
When  near  there  some  of  the  rebels,  on  foot  and  on  horseback,  were 
seen  moving  up  from  the  river  and  were  fired  on  from  the  vessels,  with 
what  effect  we  do  not  know.  I  hurrie{i  on  board  and  sent  all  our  Iwats 
with  field  howitzers  to  assist  our  cutter  (which  was  pulling  out  trom 
the  shore),  and  to  land,  but  the  rebels  were  gone,  having  remained  only 
a  few  minutes  tu  pick  up  the  officers  and  men  with  them.  One  of  the 
men  ran  from  the  party  and  got  into  a  small  boat  at  the  beach  and 
made  his  escape,  although  pursued  aud  tired  at  by  some  of  the  rebels. 

^^'heu  the  second  cutter  returned  to  the  ship  she  brought  bauk  Master's 
Mate  Thomas  Almy  and  Willis  P.  Pierce  (seamau),  killedj  and  Henry 
Johnson,  seaman,  John  Close,  seaman,  and  Charles  lirown  (or  Brune), 
ordinary  seaman,  wounded;  and  B,  Dexter,  ordinary  seaman,  unhurt. 
We  have  lost  the  assistant  surgeon,  paymaster,  chief  engineer,  am 

signal  officer,  and  five  men,  viz:  Thomas  Green,  coxswain;  Jol 
Nicholas,  seaman;  John  Brown,  seaman;  Frank  Cousen,  ordinary 

man,  and  Johu  O'Mealy,  landsman. 
At  (I  o'clock  this  morning  a  train  came  down  from  Petersburg  with  a' 

flag  of  truce  from  General  linger,  i  iif'orming  me  that  he  hmi  four  of  our oflicers  and  fiveof  our  men,  and  that  he  ha^l  given  them  an  opi>ortunity 
of  sending  to  the  ship  for  such  articles  of  clothing,  etc.,  aa  they  needed. 

He  also  sent  a  package  of  letters  to  be  mailed,  which  I  forward  here- 
with. The  prisoners  will  be  sent  to  Kichmond  to-day.  I  shall  send  the 

boclies  of  our  dead  this  afternoon  to  Jamestown  to  be  buried,  as  I  do 
Dot  now  deem  it  prudent  to  land  in  this  neighborhood  for  the  purpose 
of  burying  them.  I  will  seud  three  wounded  men  down  by  the  steamer 
Goarye  WimhiHi/tfin  to  Fortress  Monroe.  There  is  no  medical  officer 
now  on  board  this  ship.  Assistant  Surgeon  Siocum  was  attached  to 
the  Sini  Jacinto,  and  tem[>orarily  relieved  Surgeon  Otis,  by  permission 

of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  ̂ 'avy,  at  Norfolk.  Paymaster  Stock- well  sent  by  the  flag  of  trnce  the  key  of  the  iron  chest,  aud  I  have 
ordered  the  money  to  be  counted  and  an  inventory  taken  of  all  stores 
tad  provisions  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commander,  U.  S,  8.  Wach-uselt, 
Inag  Oflicei-  L.  M.  GoLDSBoaouon, 

Oomdg.  North  AlUtnttc  Blockading  SnHa<lron,  liampUm  lioatig. 
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PtUtion  of  offioen  oaptnred  to  tlie  Boontary  of  tlie  Vavy,  requesting  his  inteif erenee  in  their 
behall 

Pbtersbitrg,  Va.,  May  20^  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  19th  instant  we,  the  undersigned,  were  taken  prisoners 

of  war  by  the  Confederate  forces  under  the  following  circumstances  : 
Captain  W.  Smith,  of  the  Yfach,u%eU^  liaving  learned  that  a  woman 

at  City  Point  was  very  sick  and  unable  to  obtain  a  physician,  and  been 
informed  that  it  would  not  be  imprudent  to  visit  that  place  for  a  short 
period,  requested,  out  of  charity,  that  Assistant  Surgeon  G.  D.  Slocum, 
lately  detached  from  the  San  Jacinto  to  relieve  temporarily  Doctor  Otis, 
surgeon  of  the  ship  Wa^^huseUj  to  pay  the  woman  a  visit,  and  at  the 
same  time  granting  the  privilege  to  accompany  him  to  such  other  offi- 

cers as  should  wish  to  go,  we  accordingly  came  on  shore,  and  while 
waiting  on  the  doctor,  who  was  consulting  his  patient,  we  were  captured 
by  the  Confederates. 

Conceiving,  therefore,  that  our  case  presents  features  of  a  peculiar 
character  on  account  of  the  motives  with  which  we  came  to  the  shore, 
being  purely  charitable,  we  respectfully  request  you  to  ])ersonal]y  take 
measures  to  have  us  exchanged  as  soon  as  possible. 
We  are  now  in  charge  of  General  Huger,  and  have  thus  far  been 

very  kindly  treated. 
We  refer  you  to  Captain  William  Smith,  of  the  Wachusett^  for  the 

particulars  of  our  capture. 
Earnestly  hoping  you  will  interfere  in  our  behalf  at  your  earliest  con- 

venience, we  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 
Charles  H.  Bakeb, 

Chief  Engineer^  U.  8.  Navy, 
Levi  S.  Stockwell, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster^  U.  8.  Navy, 
J.  W.  DeFord, 

First  Lieutenanty  Signal  OorpSj  U.  8.  Army. 
George  D.  Slocum, 

Assistant  Surgeon,  IJ.  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Letter  from  Commander  Smith,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Mi^or-Oeneral  Huger,  C.  8.  Army. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
City  Pointy  James  Rirery  Virginia,  May  21, 1862. 

General  :  For  some  days  past  several  of  our  vessels  have  been  at 
anchor  here.  During  that  time  no  Confederate  troops  had  been  seen 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  instant;  no  Confederate  flag  has  been 
hoisted ;  but  white  flags  have  been  frequently  displayed  in  the  village, 
and  persons  from  there  have  visited  our  ships. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  19th  instant  I,  with  another  officer,  visited  the 
village  and  called  at  several  houses  and  were  received  in  a  friendly  and 
X)olite  manner.  At  two  of  the  houses  where  we  called  we  found  a  sick 
lady  at  each  house.  They  complained  niuch  of  being  unable  to  procure 
medical  advice  or  medicines,  the  village  being  without  either,  and  they 
c;ould  not  obtain  what  they  needed  from  Petersburg.  I  told  them  that 
one  of  our  medical  officers  would  visit  them  and  give  them  advice  and 
medicines.  On  my  return  to  my  ship  I  informed  our  surgeon  of  the  con- 

dition of  the  ladies,  and  he  said  he  would  visit  them.  In  the  afternoon 
the  surgeon,  accompanied  by  three  other  officers,  went  to  the  villa^^^\N5^ 
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on  ]m  eiTand  of  olmrity  to  tlie  sick  ladies  and  they  on  a  visit  of  curiosity, 
all  trusting  for  tlieir  safety  to  tlie  charitable  objett  of  the  visit,  to  tlie 

_ /aitli  of  the  Hags,  imd  the  absence  of  an  enemy,  flag,  or  troops, 
r,  The  party  hail  been  landed  but  a  (ew  niiuutea,  and  the  Burgeon  waa 
Eritli  one  of  the  ladieH,  when  the  master's  mate  and  live  of  the  boat's 
Brew,  who  were  taking  care  of  the  boat,  were  informed  that  armed  triKnis 
were  coming  to  attaiik  them.  They  immediately  got  into  their  boat  and 

shoved  off  from  shore,  but  were  fired  upon  by  soldlci-s  and  the  masfer'B 
mate  and  two  of  the  men  killeil  and  two  wounded,  while  the  party  of 
officers  and  five  of  the  boat's  urew,  who  were  up  in  the  village,  were 
made  prisoners  and  taken  to  Petersburg, 

it  seems  to  me  that,  eonsidering  the  charitable  object  of  the  visit,  the 

fi-iKluent  displays  of  white  flags,  the  absence  of  an  enemy  flag,  and  the 
abHence  nntil  then  of  enemy  troops,  our  party  should  not  have  been 
treated  as  enemies  without  some  previoas  hint  having  been  given  to 
discontinue  our  visits,  and  that  they  all,  but  especially  the  surgeon, 
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I  Commander  and  Senior  Officer  I'rtH-nt. 
I  M;\ior-Oeneral  Bunjamin  Huoii^R, 
I  Gommandinff  Hepariment  of  Appomattox,  Petersburg,  Va. 
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Lettsr  tram  KajotsOenerU  Hng«r,  C.  S,  Ann;,  to  Comnunder  Smith,  Q.  8.  Rnvy. 

HbadijOARTEBb  Department  ok  Api'omattos, 
Pctemburg,  May  ̂ S,  IftHS. 

[  Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2l8t 
Bstant.     I  regret  the  unfortunate  result  to  your  officers  aud  men,  but 
!au  nut  admit  that  they  received  any  other  treatment  than  Jast  what 
they  might  expect. 

First,  as  to  do  Oonfederate  Hag  being  displayed.  It  is  not  the  cus- 
t^im  of  service  for  pickets  to  display  any  flag. 

Second,  as  to  white  flags  being  shown.  You  most  be  aware  that  no 
one  has  a  right  to  approach  an  enemy  with  a  white  flag  without  the 
authority  of  the  commander.  Any  such  flags  must  have  been  fiiiown 
by  timid  individuals  for  their  own  safety,  aud  were  entirely  uukuowu 
to  me. 

Third.     You  come  on  our  soil  as  enemies;  your  very  presence  is  au 

injury,  inflicting  loss  of  millions  to  our  citizens.     Y'ou  must  expect  to 
_be  treateil  as  enenues. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  remain,  your  obedieut  servant, 
Bbnj,  Hugkk, 

Major-  General,  Commatidiag. 
J  Captain  Wm.  Sshth,  D.  S.  Navy, 

or  Officer  U.  S.  Xasal  Forces,  James  Ricer. 

oatiaiu  from  Flag-Offioe 
snoloaliig  isnor  ra  majii 

C  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roails,  May  il5, 1862. 

8iR;  I  will   thank   you  to  read    the  accompanying  letter,  seal  the 
envelope,  and  then  send  it  on  shore  by  a  flag  of  truce,  to  be  forwarded 
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to  General  Hnger.  I  doabt  very  much  whether  he  will  or  can  accede  to 
my  request,  for  in  truth  our  case,  after  all,  is  not  a  strong  one  in  our 
own  favor,  inasmuch  as  the  doctor  was  unfortunately  accompanied  by  a 
party  of  officers  who,  I  suppose,  visited  the  shore  more  to  gratify  an 
idle  curiosity  than  anything  else,  and  all  were  armed;  but  still  there  is 
no  harm  in  trying  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view. 
Keep  the  Stevens  as  one  of  the  vessels  under  your  authority.  She 

will  answer  either  as  a  tug  or  a  dispatch  vessel  in  case  of  your  wanting 
to  communicate  with  me,  and  she  will  also  answer  as  well  as  anything 
else  to  run  down  to  Newport  News  occasionally  and  see  that  the  enemy 
is  not  reoccupying  any  of  the  forts  along  the  river  that  he  has  aban- 

doned or  attempting  to  construct  new  ones.  I  will  send  provisions  to 
you  in  season.  I  beg  to  urge  upon  you  the  greatest  caution  in  com- 

municating with  the  shore  of  the  enemy  hereafter.  The  affair  at  City 
Point  shoiSd  serve  as  a  lesson  to  all.  It  is  certainly  a  sad  one,  and  not 
unattended  with  mortification. 

I  visited  General  McGlellan  on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  in  order  to 
concert  a  joint  movement  with  him;  but  after  full  consideration  he 
prefers  not  to  operate  with  us  until  after  he  crosses  the  Ghickahominy. 
Then  he  will  inform  me  fully  as  to  what  he  will  be  willing  to  undertake 
in  conjunction  with  our  vessels  in  the  James  River.  The  two  men*  you 
sent  to  me  by  the  Dragon  do  not  appear  to  possess  much  certain  infor- 

mation. I  shall  send  them,  however,  to  General  McGlellan,  as  they  may 
be  of  some  service  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Gommander  Wm.  Smith, 

Senior  0ffi4ser  in  James  River ̂   off  City  Point. 

[Bnclosure.] 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  22, 1862. 

Sib  :  On  the  19th  instant  a  boat  was  sent  on  shore  at  Gity  Point  from 
the  U.  S.  S.  Wachusett  with  her  medical  officer.  Assistant  Surgeon  Slocum, 
accompanied  by  others,  to  afford  medical  advice  and  furnish  medicines 
to  a  sick  female  of  the  family  of  Gaptain  Gurtis,  who  had  enlisted  the 
sympathies  of  the  captain  of  that  ship  by  complaining  that  she  could 
not  procure  either  at  the  Point.  Shortly  after  lauding  the  party  was 
attacked  by,  I  presume,  some  men  under  your  command,  and  the  doctor, 
together  with  Paymaster  Stockwell,  Engineer  Baker,  Lieutenant  De 
Ford,  of  the  Army,  and  five  men  of  the  boat's  crew,  were  taken  prison- 

ers, as  you,  of  course,  are  fully  aware. 
Gonsidering  that  the  real  object  of  the  visit  was  one  of  mercy  and 

humanity  toward  one  of  your  own  subjects,  and  not  at  all  intended  to 
be  of  an  offensive  character,  it  strikes  me  that  I  may,  with  a  hope  of 
success,  appeal  to  your  well-known  sense  of  delicacy  and  military  pro- 

priety and  ask  you  to  liberate  those  prisoners;  or,  in  case  they  should 
have  been  sdready  sent  to  Richmond  or  elsewhere  beyond  your  immedi- 

ate jurisdiction,  to  interpose  in  their  behalf  and  obtain  their  liberation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FlagOffi^cer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Msyor-General  Hugbr, 
Commanding  Department,  etc.,  Petersburg,  Va. 

•  See  p.  407. 
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I  Ltttar  from  MajoivOeBanl  Hnger,  0.  B.  Armj,  to  FUg-OffiMT  doUtlKinnigb,  U,  B.  Ktvy. 

Hbadquabters  Dkpabtmbmt  of  Appomattox, 
retcrnburti,  May  24, 18(i^. 

_Bia:  1  have  to  Jicknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  letter  of  the  22d 
^Mtunt.  The  facts  stated  by  yoii  are  correct.  The  ofliccrs  and  men 
were  atl  armed,  and  the  lueu  who  captured  Ihem  were  pickets  from  this 
command,  oue  of  whose  diiCiea  is  to  prevent  any  landing  from  your  war 
vessels  upon  our  shore.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  niyTeply  to  Captain 
William  Smith,  The  object  of  the  visit  was,  of  course,  not  known  to 
the  pickets;  they  only  knew  an  armed  enemy  was  on  our  soil.  You 
state,  "  tboreal  object  of  the  visit  was  one  of  mercy  and  humanity  toward 
nne  of  your  own  subjects."  Granted,  though  our  citizens  do  not  acknowl- 

edge themselves  sabjecta  of  any  power;  bat  how  are  we  to  know  it, 
nnless  we  are  informed  beforehand  of  your  intentions.  The  visit  of 
your  vessels  up  James  Kiver  may  also  be  one  of  "mercy  and  hnnianity," 
but  we  can  not  see  it  in  that  light.  On  the  contrary,  your  presence  has 
brought  death  and  desolation  over  the  laud;  famihes  are  driven  from 
their  homes;  estates  abandoned;  the  servants  of  families  who  have 
resided  on  these  estates  lor  more  than  a  century,  ruined;  the  poor 

negroes  themselves  deprived  of  their  homes  and  turned  oQ'  paupers upon  the  world  and  lost  to  them.  The  womeu,  the  sick  and  indrm, 
(iesiMjiled  of  their  homes,  and  property  to  the  amount  of  millions  sacri- 
flce<l,  and  for  what!  That  a  political  party  shall  cram  its  tenets  down 
onr  throats  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  This  is  your  visit  of  "mercy 
and  humanity."  May  God  in  His  mercy  preserve  us  from  snch  visits. 
1  need  not  assure  you  that  1  regretted  the  circtimstances  under  which 
your  officers  were  taken,  and  extended  to  them  every  courtesy  in  my 
power,  but  had  to  report  them  to  the  War  Department  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  by  their  orders  they  have  been  sent  to  the  interior  and  will  be 
treat«d  just  as  your  Government  treats  its  prisoners.  If  the  arrange- 

ments between  General  Wool  and  myself  are  not  interrupted  by  your 
authorities,  1  hope  soon  to  exchange  every  prisoner,  and  1  shall  be  most 
happy  to  receive  and  deliver  your  oflicers  and  men  to  you.  I  am  confi- 

dent you  will  assist  me  in  this  object  with  the  Government  you  serve. 
,  I  highly  appreciate  the  aid  you  have  given  the  cause  of  humanity  in 

'Btting  that  Government  to  consent  to  an  exchange  of  prisoners. With  highest  respect,  I  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Bbnj.  nnGBB, 

Major 'General,  Commanding, 
FIftg-Gfficer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantio  Blookading  Squadron. 

Additional  report  ot  CommiuidBT  Smltli,  U.  8,  HaTf,  eommuidiiig  U.  B.  S.  WaebtuKt. 

IT,  s.  a.  WACHUSBTT, 
City  Point,  James  River,  Virginia,  May  55, 1863, 

FBib  :  Un  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  instant  I  received  by  the  Stevens 
_foaT  letter  for  General  Iluger  and  immediately  went  on  shore  with  a 
Hag  of  trace,  and,  after  walking  up  the  railroad  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  found  a  picket  guard  and  delivered  the  letter  to  the  commanding 
officer,  who  promised  to  forward  it  to  the  general.  The  village  at  the 
Point  is  outiiely  abaudoued.    This  moruiug  I  received  the  accom^^auy- 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADINa  SQUADRON.        399 

ing  letters  for  you  and  Oeneral  Wool,  and  forward  by  the  Stevens.    I 
hope  you  have  been  more  snccessfnl  than  I  was. 
On  the  22d  instant  Oaptain  Millward,  from  Fortress  Monroe,  was 

here  to  commnnicate  by  flag  of  tmce  with  Oeneral  Hnger,  and  I  availed 
myself  of  the  opportunity  to  send  to  the  general  a  commanicatiou  about 
our  officers  and  men.  He  declined  granting  my  request.  I  enclose 
herewith  copies  of  my  letter  to  him  and  his  reply. 

I  know  very  little  about  flags  of  truce,  and  do  not  understand  what 
is  meant  in  his  second  reason.  According  to  my  construction  of  it,  a 
I)erson  would  not  be  safe  in  approaching  a  flag  of  truce  unless  he  knew 
formally  the  individual  carrying  it  and  recognized  in  him  the  com- 

mander. It  seems  to  me  such  a  rule  would  be,  to  say  the  least,  sheer 
nonsense,  and  often,  as  in  the  present  case,  lead  to  very  serious  results. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Oonimanding  U.  8,  8,  WaohusetL 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  OoLDSBOROuaH, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Hayy  to  Commander  Smith,  V,  8.  Kavy,  detaohing  him  from  the 
oommand  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Waohuett 

Navy  Department,  May  27 ̂   1862. 
Sib  :  I  have  received  your  report  of  May  20,  advising  the  Deparment 

of  the  capture  from  your  vessel  of  4  officers  and  5  men,  the  death  of  1 
officer  and  2  seamen,  and  the  wounding  of  2  officers. 

This  great  loss  appears  to  have  been  occasioned  by  your  own  neglect 
as  commanding  officer,  and  the  Department  does  not  feel  justifl^  in 
retaining  you  longer  in  so  imxK)rtant  a  position. 

You  are  therefore  detached  from  the  Wachusett  and  will  report  to 
Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough  for  the  command  of  the  IT.  S.  steam  sloop  of 
war  Seminole, 

I  am,  respectfully, 
OiDEON  Welles. 

Wm.  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy, 
U.  8,  8.  Wachusettj  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Hayy  to  Flag-Offloer  Qoldiborongh  regarding  reetrictioiui  to 
bo  obierved  in  oommnnieattng  with  Confederate  of&oen. 

Navy  Department,  May  29 ̂   1862. 
Sib  :  The  Department  disapproves  of  Commander  Smith  communi- 

cating with  Oeneral  Huger  without  your  permission.  There  should  be 
as  little  intercourse  as  possible  with  the  rebel  generals,  especially  in 
writing,  and  the  authority  to  do  so  should  not  be  delegated  to  your 
subordinates  except  where  a  reference  to  yourself  is  impossible.  The 
necessity  of  this  restriction  must  be  apparent  to  anyone  who  reads  the 
letter  of  Commander  Smith  and  the  reply  of  Oeneral  Huger. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 
OiDEON  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L«  M.  Ooldsbobough, 
Hampton  Roads, 
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escaped,  turned  up  toward  the  village  and  met  the  party  of  officers  and 
men,  who,  having  heard  the  firing,  were  hurrying  down  to  the  boat, 
and  captured  and  soon  carried  them  off  to  Petersburg.  When  the  boat 
was  brought  back  to  the  ship  she  had  in  her  the  master's  mate  and  1 
seaman  killed,  3  seamen  wounded,  and  1  seaman  unhurt;  1  of  the 
wounded  seamen  died  the  next  day;  thus  we  had,  killed,  1  officer  and  2 
seamen,  and  wounded,  2  seamen,  not  2  officers,  as  my  report  has  been 
understood  by  the  Department. 

Here  is  a  faithful  statement  of  the  unfortunate  transaction^  and  I 
hope  and  believe  that,  when  you  shall  give  it  a  careful  exammation, 
you  will,  like  myself,  be  unable  to  perceive  the  neglect  as  commanding 
officer  with  which  I  am  charged  and  for  which  I  have  been  very  severely 
punished,  by  being  deprived  of  my  position  in  command  of  the  detach- 

ment of  gunboats  in  the  James  Eiver. 
When  our  vessels  have  been  ascending  rivers  in  a  hostile  neighbor- 

hood, if  white  flags  were  displayed  they  were  respected  by  our  people, 
who  have  never  before,  that  I  am  aware  of,  been  molested  when  they 
landed  near  them.  In  this  case,  white  flags  had  for  several  days  been 
displayed  and  were  flying  at  the  time  the  enemy  fired  upon  and  killed 
and  captured  our  people.  Other  officers  had,  at  different  times  and 
places,  landed  under  the  faith  of  the  white  flags,  and  passed  unhurt 
and  without  censure.  Under  the  same  faith  I  permitted  my  people  to 
land,  and  they  suffered,  and  I  am  punished.  If  other  officers  did  not 
deserve  censure,  why  did  If  We  had  done  the  same  thing,  landed 
under  a  white  flag,  which,  it  would  seem,  was  in  itself  no  fault;  but 
some  of  my  men  were  killed,  which  was  a  fault;  but  was  it  my  fault? 
I  think  not,  but  my  misfortune,  and  the  fault  of  a  treacherous  and 
cowardly  enemy,  who  took  advantage  of  the  trust  we  reposed  in  his 
honor  and  flred  upon  us. 

In  the  whole  transaction  I  can  not  see  any  ground  for  charging  me 
with  neglect.  I  hope  that  on  mature  consideration  of  the  matter  you 
will  be  pleased  to  reverse  your  decision  and  take  off  the  censure  passed 
on  me,  by  a  restoration  to  the  position  from  which  you  have  removed  me. 

If  not,  I  respectfully  ask  that  a  court  of  enquiry  may  be  convened  in 
this  vicinity,  where  all  the  persons  conversant  with  the  affair  can  be 
found,  to  investigate  the  matter  and  give  their  opinion  as  navy  officers 
upon  it. 

To  you,  as  the  highest  officer  in  the  Navy,  whose  duty  it  is  to  watch 
over  and  protect  the  character,  honor,  and  interests  of  the  Navy,  and 
to  whom  we  all  have  a  right  to  look  for  assistance  in  time  of  need,  I 
appeal  for  justice,  and  h<ive  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Oommanderj  U.  S,,Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  0. 

[EndoTMinent.] 

Forwarded,  with  remark  that  a  court  of  enquiry  is  inexpedient  at  this 
time.  To  my  mind,  the  fact  that  no  rebel  flag  was  flying  deprived  the 
white  flag  of  all  authorized  significance. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
N  w  R — VOL  7   ^26 
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Report  of  Captain  Fan  Brunt,  U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  Hamp- 
ton  Roadt,  Vtrijinia, 

U.  a.  Flagship  Minkesota, 
Hampton  Roa4»,  Virginia,  May  30,  18SS. 

Sia:  I  have  the  bonor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  D.  S.  8. 
Maha«ka  arrived  jii  these  rotuls  last  uight,  anil  that  Lieutenant  Cooi- 
inandiug  Harriaou  re]K>rted  to  me  fur  lier  commaud  this  morning.  The 
Rhode  Island  arrived  here  from  the  »oath  this  morniiig,  with  37  rebel 
uavy  and  army  officers  aud  several  privates  on  board,  &om  the  Missin- 
Biiipi,  as  prisoners.  I  tliought  it  proper  to  detain  her,  as  I  informed 
the  Department  by  telegraph  this  morning,  to  await  instructions  with 
regard  to  the  disposition  of  these  officers,  of  whose  names  I  enclose  a 
list. 

The'  lUinoit,  Uricsson,  and  VanderbUt  still  lie  in  the  roads  awaiting inHtructious. 

The  orders  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  light-ship,  lately 
wrecked  from  the  tail  of  the  Iloraeshoe,  to  hurry  the  departnre  of  the 
VoatzacoalcoH,  witii  important  dispatches  for  Flag-OfHcer  Farragat, 
and  to  dispatch  the  Sunquehanna  to  Port  Uoyal,  |S.  C.j,  have  been  this 
day  received;  also  the  telegram  countermanding  the  last  order. 

The  commuuicatioD  asking  abont  the  relative  merits  of  Acting  Mas- 
ters KenutsoD  and  Bandall,  both   late  of  the  Cumberland,  bus  been 

received. 

Flag-Officer  Uoldsborongh  has  not  yet  returned  from  York  Kiver. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  J.  Van  BitiTfT, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  QroEOH  Wellbs, 

Seoretarj/  of  tke  Navy,  V/'oHhington,  D.  0. 

k 

Order  from  Commander  Roiran,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Renxhaxf, 
U.  fi.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Louisiana,  tu  report  at  New  Berne, 
N.  C,  with  his  vessel. 

U.  8.  S.  Philadelphia, 
New  Berne,  May  SO,  18G2. 

SiB:  Yon  will  retnrn  to  this  place  without  delay  with  the  Louitiana 
under  your  command,  and  re]>ort  to  me. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Quackenbui^h  will  relieve  you  at  Washing- 
ton, [H.  O.].     You  will,  before  leaving,  give  Captain  Quackenbush  all 

the  information  in  yoiii'  [>ossessiou,  and  all  the  unexecuted  orders. 
Very  reRi)ectfully,  8,  O.  KowAN, 

Commaniiing  Naval  Force*,  ete. 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Renshaw, 

U.  S.  8.  Louisiana. 

Order  of  Commander  Rotean,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  JAeuttnant  QuackenbtiKh, 
IJ.  S,  Nary,  cotnmanding  U.  8,  S.  Delaware,  to  proceed  mtk  that  veisel 
to  Washington,  N.  C. 

U.  8.  8.  Philadelphia, 
Ne\e  Berne,  May  20,  ISHS. 

8iS:  YoR  will  proceed  without  delay  in  the  steamer  Delaware  nnder 
your  I'ummuiid  to  Washington,  N.  C.    On  your  arrival  there  you  will 
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relieve  Lieatenant  Oommanding  Benshaw,  who  is  ordered  to  return  to 
this  place  with  the  LouiHana  under  his  command,  the  object  of  your 
visit  to  Washington  being  to  protect  the  Union  troops  now  in  that 
town. 

You  will  cpntinue  at  that  place  until  relieved  bj  some  other  vessel. 
Very  respectfully,  S.  0.  Eowan, 

Commanding  Naval  ForceSy  etc. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  P.  Quackenbush, 

U.  S,  8.  Delaware, 

Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough^  U.  S. 
Navy  J  to  allow  examination  cf  sunken  frigate  Cumberland. 

Kavy  Department,  May  20^  1862. 
Sib  :  You  are  directed  to  allow  Mr.  Loring  Bates,  of  Massachusetts, 

to  examine  with  his  submarine  apparatus  the  sunken  frigate  Cumber- 
landj  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  her  exact  condition  and  reporting  the 
same  to  the  Department. 

Very  respectfoUy,  Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commandingj  etc.^  Hampton  RocLds^  Virginia. 

Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj 
U.  8,  Navyy  regarding  affairs  in  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  May  20^  1862. 

Sib:  The  following  additional  vessels,  viz, the  Island  Belle  and  Saiel- 
litCj  from  the  Potomac  Flotilla,  have  been  transferred  to  your  command 
and  directed  to  report  to  you  at  Hampton  Beads.  You  will  withdraw 
all  the  vessels  which  can  be  spared  ftom  the  inner  waters  of  North 
Carolina. 

It  is  not  known  whether  M^jor-General  McGlellan  designs  moving 
across  to  James  Biver  to  receive  the  support  of  your  force.  If  there  is 
no  concert  of  action  or  mutual  understanding  between  the  two  forces, 
and  you  are  satisfied  from  communication  with  the  general  that  he  does 
not  intend  to  move  on  the  river  to  cooperate  with  yon,  it  will  be  the 
dnty  of  your  force  to  keep  all  the  rivers  open  so  far  as  they  are  naviga- 

ble to  the  gunboats. 
The  Susquehanna  and  the  majority  of  the  regular  gunboats  will  soon 

be  withdrawn  from  oper^ons  farther  south.  Have  the  pipes  of  the 
Monitor  lengthened  to  enable  her  to  go  down  the  coast. 

A  captain,  a  few  officers,  and  200  marines  will  be  sent  to  Portsmouth, 
Va.,  to  take  possession  of  the  navy  yard  and  hospital  and  preserve  the 
public  property  there. 

The  Department  authorizes  you  to  contract  (if  it  can  be  done  for  a 
reasonable  sum)  with  parties  to  dismount  the  Dahlgren  guns  from  the 
abandoned  works  of  the  enemy,  and  send  them  to  this  yard  or  to  Few 
York. 

The  other  guns  may  be  broken  or  thrown  down  the  bank,  as  you  may 
deem  best. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Wyinan,  U.  8.  A'ai'j,  to  Flag-Officer  Qoldnhorough, 
V.  a,  ̂ avy,  regarding  U.  fl.  ve*itel»  to  be  irnn»ffrred  to  his  oommand. 

Flotilla,  Potomac  and  Eappahanno(.'k,  Mai/  30, 18G3. 
9i»:  I  have  been  ordered  by  the  Navy  Department  to  transfer  to 

your  command  the  following  vessels:  Steamers  Caeur  de  Lion,  Island 
lielk,  Stepping  mtone*,  Jacob  Bell,  and  Satellite. 

The  first  three  will  proteed  atonce;  the  Jacob  Bel trennivm  four  days' 
repairs  and  the  Satellite  is  now  mider  repiiir. 

Their  accounts  will  be  immediately  forwarded  to  I  he  ])ayma8ter  of  the 
Brandyieitie. 

Eespectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant,  B.  H.  Wymam, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Flotilla, 

riag-Oflieer  L.  U.  Coldsbobougu, 
Comtnandinti  North  AtUtntic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Bi^irt  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S,  Ifavg,  of  the  ponilion  of  re»sctx  in  tlie 
JamcH  Hiver,  Virginia, 

IT.  8.  8.  WACHUSBTT, 

dig  I'oint,  Jameg  Ricer,  rirginia,  Mag  SO,  ISGS. 
Sm:  I  have  cousalted  with  Commaoder  Eodgers  and  am  satisfied 

that  the  woika  at  Warren  [Drewry's]  Bluff  can  not  be  reduced  witlioat 
the  cooperation  of  land  forces.  I  have  written  to  General  McOlellan 
(sending  my  letter  by  Williamsburg),  iuforniiug  him  of  the  positiou  of 
affairs  here  and  how  he  can  communicate  with  me.  I  shall  put  the 
ArooHlooh  on  the  river  between  here  and  Jamestowu,  to  move  up  and 
down  and  wat^^h  the  enemy,  the  Port  Bogal  to  perform  the  siime  duty 
lip  ns  far  toward  Richmond  as  jiossible.  The  Maratanza  will  anchor 
about  li^  miles  above  here,  off  the  point  where  the  Charles  City 
Conrt-Houao  road  strikes  the  river;  he  will  be  in  a  positiou  to  receive 
any  conimuiiicatJons  from  General  McClellan.  The  tialena  will  be 
anchored  above  City  Point  to  watch  the  Apjiomattox,  and  this  ship  and 
the  Monitor  will  anchor  below  the  Point.  1  shall  ke«p  the  store  vessels 
and  Dragon  near  me. 

In  ton  days  or  two  weeks  some  of  the  vessels  will  be  in  want  of 
provisions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Waehnnett. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborqugb, 
Comdg.  Norlh  Atlantic  Bhokading  Squadron,  Hiimpton  Rwidg, 

iMter  from  Commander  Smith,  17,  S.  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Goldiborough, 
V.  S.  Nary,  fortcarding  report  of  Commander  Bodgers,  (J.  S,  Navy, 
regardiw)  the  condition  of  the  V,  S.  S,  Galena. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

City  I'oiHl,  Mag  SO,  1S63. 
Sin :  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  me  to-day  by 

Commander  Rodgers,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Oalena. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   8MiTU, 
Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  llampUm  Roods. 
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[Xncloeore.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Galena, 
City  Point,  May  20, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Oaiena  leaks  badly.  Her 
port  side  is  much  shattered  by  cannon  shot.  I  have  been  informed  she 
leaks  2i  inches  per  hour. 

If  her  services  can  readily  be  dispensed  with  here,  it  may  be  expe- 
dient to  repair  her  while  her  own  pomps  have  control  of  the  water.  In 

case  of  running  aground  badly,  or  otiier  cause  of  strain,  we  may  lose 
this  control. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, John  Eodgers, 
Commander, 

Commander  William  Smith, 
Commanding  U,  8,  Naval  Forces  in  James  River. 

Order  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  8mith, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  hold  survey  upon  U,  8.  8.  Oaiena, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  21, 1862, 

Sir  :  Have  a  survey  held  upon  the  Oaiena,  It  is  really  terrible  if  she 
should  have  to  leave  the  James  Biver  at  this  time.  A  leak  of  only  2^ 
inches  per  hour  is,  comparatively,  of  no  serious  moment. 

I  regret  exceedingly  the  capture  of  your  officers,*  and  can  not  under- 
stand why  so  many  of  them  were  on  shore,  or  any  more,  indeed,  than 

the  doctor  himself.  I  trust  that  the  unfortunate  affair  will  serve  as  a 

lesson,  and  induce  a  great  deal  more  caution  hereafter.  Allow  no  offi- 
cers to  visit  the  shore  except  on  occasions  purely  of  public  business. 

I  send  you  a  medical  officer  by  the  Mahaska. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-  Ojgficer, 
Commander  Wm.  Smith, 

Senior  Officer  in  James  River,  etc,,  U.  8,  8.  Wachusett. 

[Telegram.] 
Kavy  Department, 

May  21, 1862. 
The  rams  were  ordered  to  be  discharged  on  the  13th  of  May  by  tele- 

graph. Discharge  them  at  once.  The  Vanderhilt  is  not  under  charter 
by  this  Department. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Nat^. 

FlagOfficer L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 

[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  21, 1862, 

(Received  6:30  p.  m.) 
Agreeably  to  orders,  the  rams  are  discharged  to-day.    The  Secretary 

of  the  Kavy  ordered  me  in  person  when  here  to  discharge  the  Arago,  but 

•  Seo  pp.  393-401. 
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t  tlie  lllinms  or  Ericitson  iiutil    furtlier  orders   from  Washington. 
e  telegram  to  me  of  the  13th  said,  after  speakiug  of  the   Arai/o: 

PThe  other  rama  the  PresideDt  says  may  be  diuchurged  if  the  War 
uepartment  wishes  them."    I  believe  General  Meigs  has  telegraphed 
>  take  tliem  up. 

L,    M.   GOLUSUOUOUGU, 
Flag-Opeer. 

Hon.  CI.  Wbllbs, 
Hevretary  Xavy. 

uOriler/rom  Flag-  Officer  Qoltigborougk,  TJ.  8.  Kavy,  to  Commander  Rowan, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  seMtl  vcsseln  to  Hampton  Roads  withovt  delay. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minhbsota, 
Hampton  Road*,  May  31, 1862. 

8m :  Yon  will  send  to  Hampton  Boads  without  delay  the  SUirn  and 
rStripea,  Southjidd,  Morse,   Commodore  Jiamei/,  and  Delairarc.    Tliese 
^Teseels  are  ueeded  here  for  pressing  service. 

I  am,  very  rest>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBODGH, 

Flag-Offlcer. 
Commander  8,  0.  Bowan, 

Sounds  of  Nurth  Carolina. 

I  S^port  of  Fltig-  O^icer  Oold/ihorough,  U.  S,  N'avy,  giving  stations  of  vrssets of  North  Aliantiv  Blockading  hquadron. 

U.  8.  Flaqbhip  MmRBsoTA, 
Hampton  Road*,  Virginia,  May  31, 1SC3, 

SlB:  The  following  is  the  present  distribution  of  vessels  composing 

'ibe  North  AUautic  Blockading  Squadron : 

[    .^. 
SUUdb. TmmI. StMlm. 

Do. 

Turk  lU«ar.  Vlr- 
Uo. 

Do. 

Do. 

SoDDd          f    N      th 
gaJytnU.  (M*™I  wntli) .. Dol,«« C»rolln». 

.KsSJSr'r 

S?"'?EL.o^.o, 

Bm.   

SS-CSi."^""^
   

Pbll>di!l)>hi>.  rtL 

"^?5^^""«""""-""
 

Ro.ou«,  lug.  f«p»iriBB   
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Of  the  veBsels  in  the  sounds  of  Forth  Carolina,  the  Valley  City  and 
Underwriter  are  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Baltimore  for  repairs,  and 
the  Stars  and  Stripes^  Sauthfieldj  MarsCy  Commodore  Barney j  and  Bela- 
ware  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Boslds  for  service  in  this  vicinity. 
The  Vanderhiltj  IllinoiSy  and  Ericsson  still  remain  in  Hampton 

Boads. 
The  JiJUiohBellj  Occur  de  Lion,  and  Stepping  Stones  are  detached  from 

the  Potomac  Flotilla  and  ordered  to  report  to  me. 
I  am,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  OOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer y  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WtMhington,  D.  (7, 

Illinois  and  Ericsson  both  discharged  since  above  was  written. 
Vessels  from  Potomac  not  yet  arrived. 

Letter  from  Commander  Smith,  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  another  vessel  for  service  up  James  River. 

U.  S.  8.  Wachusett, 
City  Point,  James  Biver,  May  21, 1862. 

Sib  :  Because  of  the  intricacies  in  the  navigation  of  the  upper  James 
Eiver,  I  think  it  somewhat  unsafe  to  send  one  vessel  there  alone,  as, 
should  she  get  aground,  without  any  assistance  near,  her  people  would 
be  very  much  exposed.  I  would  therefore  be  much  gratified  if  you 
could  send  me  another  small  vessel  to  assist  in  the  duty  up  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wachusett. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Ooldsbobough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosed  slip.] 

Five  thousand  troops  could  land  at  City  Point,  and,  by  a  good  road 
of  10  miles,  march  to  Petersburg,  destroy  the  railroad  and  bridge,  and 
return  to  the  Point  in  one  day. 

[W.  Smitu.J 

Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  information  received 
from  two  Northern  men  who  escaped  from  Petersburg,  Va. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
City  Point,  James  River,  May  21, 1862. 

Sib  :  Two  Northern  men  who  have  been  residing  several  years  at 
Petersburg  escaped  from  there  yesterday  and  came  on  board  the 
Galena  last  evening.  They  report  about  6,000  troops  at  Petersburg 
who  are  about  leaving  for  Richmond  or  to  reenforce  General  Jackson. 
There  are  no  batteries  about  Petersburg.  These  men  seem  so  well 
acquainted  with  matters  about  Petersburg  that  I  think  they  can  give 
to  you  and  General  Wool  very  valuable  information,  and  I  send  them 
to  you  by  the  tug  Dragon. 
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The  river  between  hem  and  Kichiuoiid  is  so  luiirow  tliat  vesseU  going 
up  liftve  their  crewB  very  much  exposed  to  shariiaiiootera  stationed  ou 
tlio  baiilvs.  If  we  had  eome  plates  of  boiler  irou  to  puton  the  bulwarks 
between  the  guue,  it  would  afford  uiuoh  proteiition. 

I  have  directed  the  coiuniauder  of  the  Hmgon  to  return  here  as  soon 
as  you  will  permit  him.  I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  the 
itarataiizti,  otf  the  residence  of  Colonel  Ilill  Carter,  2j  miles  above  here, 
iufonning  me  that  a  ooutraband  told  him  to-day  that  Uuioii  trooim  are 
within  5  miles  of  the  river  aud  about  .'>  miles  above  thix  poiut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commai 

Flag  Officer  L.  M,  Goldsbobough, 

Comilij.  North  Atlantic  Blockadinij  ti4{uadron,  Hampton  Roads,  ' 

Order  from  the  Nerretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Qoldsborough,  Ct 
Nafy,  regardiiuf  the  U.  S.  S.  Sitsiiuekanna. 

Navy  Dkpxuth-ent,  Maij  3j,  laiss. 
Sir:  Transmitted  herewith  is  an  order  to  Oommaiider  Hitchcock  to 

proceed  with  the  Stuqucltanna  to  the  Gulf,  etc.     Dispatches  for  Flag- 
Oflicer  Farragut  will  be  sent  to  lliimptou  Koads  by  to-morrow  after- 

noon's mail,  antl  you  will  not  let  the  l<ut(iuehantta  leave  before  their 
arrival.    

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  WellbsJ 

Flag-Ofticer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOnoucm, 
Commundinj/,  etc.,  Hampton  Rondii,  Virgima, 

iriliT  11/  the  Seirretari/  0/  th«  Narg  to  Flag-Officer  Goldxborough,  U.  S. 
Nary,  regarding  marines  for  Norfolk  navy  yard. 

STavy  DBPAttTiiENT,  May  SI,  1863. 
StB:  A  battalion  of  marines  will  be  sent  down  for  duty  at  the  Nor- 

"■folk  navy  yard,  and  in  the  absence  of  Commander  J.  W.  Livingston^ 
who  has  been  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  yard,  you  will  have  the 
marines  i»ut  on  duty  and  in  charge  of  the  pubfic  proi>erty  there.     Yon 
will  please  confer  with  Mivjor-Qeneral  Wool  with  regard  to  delivering 
Ip  the  navy  yard  aud  matters  jicrtaining  thereto  to  our  charge. 

I  am,  i'6Hi)cctfuIly,  your  obedient  servant, (J  ID  EON  Welles. 
FIftg-Gflicer  I>,  M,  GoLDSBOBonaH, 

Commaiuling,  etc.,  Hamptan  Roade,  Virginia. 

Navy  Depaetment, 
WaghingtoH,  .May  33, 1863. 

lYansfer  Assistant  Surgeon  Bragg  to  WiaSanJatiitto;  the  Busi/ue- 

"tanna  must  go  to  sea.     Vou  can  retain  the  San  Jacinto  a  few  days  for  ' 
Pour  operations. 

GmKON   WELLEt*, 
Secretary  Sary. 

Plag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Hampton  BoaiU. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Brysonj  U.  8,  Navy^  regarding  the  disposition  of 
contrabands, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 
Beaufort^  N.  0.,  May  22y  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  yoa  that  at  5: 30  on  the  morning  of 
the  2l8t  instant  a  boat  containing  contrabands  to  the  number  of  18 
came  alongside  this  ship  while  lying  off  Few  Inlet — 8  men,  4  women, 
and  6  children,  1  of  the  latter  an  infant.  I  received  them  on  board, 
made  a  report  of  the  c^se  to  the  senior  officer,  who  ordered  me  to.  pro- 

ceed to  this  place,  make  snch  disposition  of  tnem  as  the  senior  officer 
at  Beaufort  might  direct,  fill  up  with  stores,  coal,  etc.,  and  return  to 
New  Inlet.  Three  of  the  contrabands  who  were  willing  to  enter  the 
service  I  have  shipped  for  three  years. 

I  am,  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, A.  Bryson, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding, 
Flag-Officer  Louis  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

Forwarded,  with  the  remark  that  I  have  no  means  of  taking  care  of 
women  and  infants  and  old  men,  as  one  of  the  above  is  old  and  another 
has  one  wooden  leg.  However,  I  shall  have  them  landed  and  ration 
them  until  your  orders  about  their  disposition  are  known.  I  feel 
embarrassed  at  the  necessity  of  being  obliged  to  take  them,  but  as  they 
came  off  to  the  Chippewa^  and  were  received,  1  have  relieved  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Bryson  of  them,  as  he  could  not  return  them,  and  I 
would  respectfully  ask  you  to  issue  some  order  about  their  disposition, 
if  they  are  to  be  received,  for  I  do  not  want  to  have  them  sent  from 
another  station  to  place  me  in  the  alternative  of  receiving  them  or  of 
being  considered  inhuman  in  rejecting  them.  What  disposition  shall 
I  make  of  themf  I  shall  ration  them  until  your  order  relative  to  them 
is  received. 

General  Parke  has  recently  issued  orders  to  discharge  all  contrabands 
from  the  employment  of  his  division. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  etc., 
Saml.  Lockwood, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer, 

[Endorsement.] 

Answer  this  to  the  effect  that  all  officers  under  my  command  are  to 
be  governed  by  the  printed  instructions  furnished  them  with  regard  to 
contrabands.  Unless  contrabands  can  be  rendered  of  use  to  the  naval 
service,  they  are  not  to  be  received. 

L.  M.  G. 

Report  of  Commander  OlissoUy  U.  8.  Navy^  of  capture  of  steamer  Consti- tution. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Blockading  off  Wilmington,  N,  C,  May  22, 1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  discovered  at  daylight  this 
morning,  off  Lockwood's  Folly  Inlet,  a  steamer,  apparently  standing along  the  shore  to  the  northward. 
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This  steamer,  witU  llie  tJ.  8.  »teaniers  8iate  of  (leargia  and  Victoria, 
immedintely  sUmmI  Ibr  lier.  We  soon  discovered  her  to  be  etandiug 
for  us. 

At  S  a.  m.  boarded  the  steamer  Constitution,  aWaa  tUe  G.  Workington, 

of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  purporting  to  be  bound  for  ]*ort  lioyal,  [S,  C],  her 
pHpera  being  iuiperfe^it,  and  Laving  been  warned  off  tuiB  port  by  the 
U.  S.  gunboat  Pcnobacot,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Clitz,  twenty-foar 
hours  since,  and  by  the  captaiu's  own  statement  that  ho  was  at  anchor 
the  night  previoas,  and  haviug  every  appearanoB  on  her  <lecks  of  having 
^ded  cargo.  Yesterday  they  had  an  observation  which  p)ace4  them 

'b  33°  50',  yet  the  captain  pleads  ignorauce  of  his  position.  She  has  no BiQSter  roll  of  her  crew,  and  from  all  the  cireum stances  connected  with 
r  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  send  her  in  port  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  8.  Glisson, 

Commander,  JJ.  8.  Ifm 
,  Hon.  Gideon  Wkllbs, 

Nccretftrg  of  the  Navy,  n'ankington,  T>.  C. 

The  crew  of  the  steamer  having  volunteered  to  work  her  into  port,  I 

'lave  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  send  more  than  a  master  and  engineer 
f  the  fleet  with  her — Acting  Master  Alfred  Kverson;  Thomas  Nesbit, 
Biird  assistant  engineer.    They  are  also  witnesses. 

O.  S.  Glisson. 
Commautier,  U.  S.  Nav^. 

with 

ieporl  of  JAeulenant  Jeffers,  V.  8,  ̂ avy,  commandinr/  U. 
o/dtfects  in  that  vessel. 

Im 

I  could 

^^^Kheo 
^^Kearl 

^^V  Th I  this  I 

K 

tl.  8.  Ironclad  Stbamek  Monitor, 
James  Eirer,  May  ̂ '^,  1SG3. 

8lB:  I  have  hitherto  re&ained  from  makinganyotlicial  report  relative 
to  this  vessel,  as  most  of  her  prominent  defects  have  been  pointed  out 
to  or  discoveTed  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  the  Government  inspector, 
and  provided  for  in  the  contract  for  the  new  ones.  Kor  did  I  consider  it 
exi>etlient  in  onr  then  state  of  constant  readiness  for  a  naval  battle  to 
supply  information  which,  by  some  accident  becoming  known  [to]  the 
enemy,  might  be  used  to  onr  detriment.  Other  points  have  lately 
developeil  themselves. 

Immediately  on  taking  command  it  struck  me  that  the  commaudcr 
could  have  very  little  contnd  of  hia  gnuH  if  in  the  pilot  house,  and  that 

revolution  of  the  turret  would  not  allow  the  otticcr  pointing  to  see 
le  object  to  be  tired  at,  unless  previously  notified  wheu  this  objectwaa 
sarly  in  the  line  of  tire. 

The  firing  at  Sewell's  Point  on  the  9th  instant  clearly  demonstrated 
this  fact.  It  waB  impossible,  from  the  smoke,  to  see  from  the  pilot  house 

the  efl'ect  of  the  shot,  so  as  to  correct  the  subsequent  aim ;  and  the  proc- 
ess of  training  the  turret  soccessively  backward  and  forward,  search- 
ing for  the  object  through  the  small  aperture  of  the  ports,  was  so  slow 

that  an  active  enemy  with  a  large  nnmber  of  guus  must  inevitably  fixe 
into  the  ports  during  the  operation. 

After  1  took  my  station  on  top  of  the  tnrret  I  roughly  sighted  by  the 
nlines  of  parallel  plate*,  greatly  increasing  the  rapidity  and  accuracy 

-'  "        Bat  to  do  this,  independent  of  the  exposure  of  so  important  a 

I 
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I^erson  as  the  commander,  there  was  a  constant  danger  of  shells  passing 
ihrough  the  opening  in  which  I  stood,  and,  by  exploding  within  the  tar- 
reLprodacing  the  greatest  danger  and  demoralization.  At  the  fight 
at  Drewxy's  Blnff,  on  the  James  Biver,  this  inconvenience  became  still 
more  eviaent.  The  river,  being  lined  with  riflemen  on  both  banks,  the 
barricades  of  hammocks  which  I  had  placed  round  my  station  became 
a  target  for  them.  I  had  no  means  of  replying  with  musketry,  nor 
coald  I  elevate  my  guns  to  their  position  on  a  high  bank,  so  that  every 

time  I  stuck  my  head  up  to  observe  the  fire  'they  had  a  deliberate  fire at  me.  The  pilot  house  being  placed  forward,  the  guns  can  not  be  fired 
nearer  to  the  line  of  the  keel  than  30  degrees  when  underway  without 
deafening  the  persons  in  the  pilot  house.  I  tried  this  experiment 
myself,  and  the  pain  and  stux>efaction  caused  by  the  blast  of  the  gun 
satisfied  me  that  half  a  dozen  similar  discharges  would  render  me 
insensible.  From  this  cause,  either  in  approaching  a  ship  or  battery, 
she  is  exposed  to  fire  a  long  time  without  the  power  of  returniDg  it, 
thereby  diminishing  her  military  force  5  per  cent;  or,  if  the  enemy  be 
a  ship,  and  it  is  determined  to  allow  her  to  close,  this  vessel,  in  order 
|to  return  the  fire,  must  allow  her  to  approach  nearly  on  the  beam,  thus 
'giving  her  the  opportunity  to  act  as  a  ram  with  great  effect.  This 
would  have  been  the  difficulty  had  a  second  encounter  taken  place  with 
the  Merrimack.  It  was  rumored,  and  generally  believed,  that  she  had 
been  provided  [with  a]  gun  firing  directly  ahead,  also  with  a  ram 
adjusted  to  pierce  this  vessel  below  the  water.  In  either  case  of  closing 
this  vessel  would  have  been  unable  to  return  the  fire  without  laying 
herself  open  to  the  ram. 

If  the  power  existed  of  fighting  her  head  on,  the  side  armor  would 
be  almost  completely  protected  and  the  turret  would  protect  the  most 
vulnerable  parts  of  her  deck.  For  these  reasons  it  is  esscDtial  that 
the  lookout  and  steering  apparatus  shall  be  placed  on  top  of  the  turret. 

Except  in  case  of  great  necessity,  such  as  being  at  anchor  in  a  tide- 
way, and  boats  or  steamers  should  come  up  astern  for  the  purpose  of 

boarding,  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  to  fire  aft  at  a  greater  angle 
than  50  degrees.  The  effect  of  firing  over  the  boilers  is  very  great,  and 
several  successive  fires  would  undoubtedly  set  them  leakiDg,  if  nothing 
worse  happened. 

The  bombproof  smokestack  at  least  as  high  as  the  guns  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

Her  military  force  is  greatly  diminished  by  inability  to  fire,  or  rather 
to  run  out,  both  guns  at  once.  The  time  lost  in  raising  the  pendulum 
and  running  out  the  second  gun  often  loses  the  favorable  position, 
besides  giving  the  enemy  better  opportunities  for  getting  shot  into  the 
l>orts. 
The  ports  have  not  sufficient  elevation  to  allow  the  guns  to  be 

pointed  at  a  battery  placed  on  an  eminence  without  losing  all  the 
advantages  of  an  ironclad  vessel;  that  is,  proximity  to  the  battery,  in 
order  certainly  to  hit  and  dismount  the  guns. 

The  preceding  defects  are,  most  of  them,  irremediable,  as  far  as  this 
vessel  is  concerned,  until  she  shall  undergo  a  generid  repair. 

But  a  new  and  most  important  defect  has  devdoped  itself  with  the 
warin  weather,  which  demands  immediate  attention. 

It  is  essential  that  some  other  mode  of  ventilation  shall  be  provided 
not  derived  from  the  air  passage  through  the  fire  room.  When  the 
weather  was  cool  it  was  (|uite  warm  below,  but  no  inconvenience  was 
felt  other  than  the  impurity  of  the  air  passing  up  through  the  turret. 
But  with  the  heat  of  the  last  ten  days,  the  air  stood  at  140^  in  tlie 



■412  NORTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADINO    SQUADUON. 

^^k
n. 

turret  when  in  action,  whioli,  whon  added  to  the  gnaes  of  the  {, 
powder  and  smoke,  gases  from  the  Are  room,  smoke  and  heat  of  i 
illaminatiug  lamps,  ami  emaiiations  from  the  large  iimiiber  of  peraoni 
atatioDed  below,  prodnce<!  a  most  fetid  atmosphere,  causing  an  alarm- 

ing degree  of  exiiaustion  and  prostration  of  the  crew.  In  the  action 

at  Drewry'8  Bluff  1  was  obliged  to  discontinne  the  action  for  a  qnarter of  an  hour  and  take  the  men  below  to  the  forward  part  of  the  shi])  for 
purer  air. 

The  vessel  can  not  go  to  sea  until  this  defect  is  remedied.  If  the 
hatches  were  all  closed  (as  they  must  be  at  sea)  iu  this  warm  weather 
the  crew  would  be  unable  to  live  for  forty-eight  hours  shut  up.  Quite 

one-third  of  the  crew  are  now  suU'ering  from  debility.  There  being  no shelter  on  deck,  they  have  to  keep  below  to  avoid  sharpshooters. 
Some  moditication  of  the  galley  roust  also  be  made.  Several  men 

have  already  literally  wUt«d  down  by  the  intense  heat  of  its  position 
against  the  rear  end  of  the  boiler. 

Although  not  bearing  on  this  vessel,  yet  I  mention  a  fact  of  impor- 
tance. I  understand  that  in  some  of  the  new  vessels  it  is  proposed  to 

take  the  air  down  through  the  tarret.  This  would,  1  conceive,  be  a 
fatal  mistake.  When  firing  to  windward  there  is  already  a  great  deal 
of  smoke  in  the  turret,  quite  as  much  aa  can  clear  away  by  the  time 
the  next  shot  can  be  fired,  and  if  the  draft  were  downward  such  a 
body  of  smoke  would  fill  the  turret  as  to  prevent  the  aim  for  several 
mi  nates. 

There  are  several  defective  details  about  the  engine,  particularly  the 
arraugemeut  of  the  blowers,  which  can  be  readily  altered  at  a  machine 
shop.  Either  in  action  or  at  sea  the  loss  of  the  vessel  might  readily 
be  caused  by  the  failure  of  a  leather  belt.  In  fact,  coming  around 
from  New  Tork,  some  water  getting  down  throngb  the  air  pipes  and 
wetting  the  belts  caused  the  blowers  to  stop,  and  the  gases  from  the 
furnace  poured  into  the  Are  room,  driving  the  firemen  and  engineers 
out  and  nearly  asphyxiating  the  chief  engineer.  If  this  had  occurred 
in  action  the  vessel  must  have  been  surrendered,  everyone  having  been 
driven  on  deck. 

I  have  partially  corrected  this  evil  by  patting  a  blast  pipe  in  the 
nptake  to  continue  the  draft  in  case  such  an  accident  should  occur  in 
future. 

There  are  several  other  details  of  considerable  importance  which  I 
do  not  enlarge  upon,  a8  they  are  provided  for  in  vessels  of  this  class 
hereafter  to  be  constrncteil. 

The  opportune  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  Hampton  Boada,  and  her 
Baccess  in  staying  the  career  of  the  Merrimack,  principally  by  the 
moral  effect  of  her  commander's  gallant  interposition  between  that 
vessel  and  the  Minnesota,  caused  an  exaggerated  confidence  to  be 
entertained  by  the  public  in  the  jMJwera  of  the  Monitor,  which  it  was 
not  good  policy  to  cheek.  I,  however,  feel  that  I  owe  it  to  you,  sir,  as 
commander  of  the  tleet,  and  to  the  Department,  to  put  on  record  my 
deliberate  opinion  of  her  powers: 

First,  With  her  present  guns  she  can  not  engage  another  iron-plated 
vessel  of  good  construction  with  advantage.  The  ball  has  not  snfiicient 
velocity  to  penetrate,  and  must  rely  on  its  smashing  effects  only.  It 
would  not  penetrate,  though  it  might  shatter,  an  indined  side  of  i 
inches  well  bsicked  with  wood,  or  our  own  vertical  side. 

Second.  Although  she  maneuvers  very  quickly,  her  speed  is  but  6 
knots  at  a  maximum.    She  must,  therefore,  aa  against  a  vessel,  await 
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the  enemy's  pleasure  to  close;  and  is  much  trammeled,  as  hereinbefore 
stated,  by  the  limitation  of  the  field  of  fire  to  220  degrees  of  the  360 
degrees. 

Third.  As  against  a  fort :  If  she  is  permitted  to  approach  a  fort  within 
a  couple  of  hundred  yards,  and  the  fort  is  not  above  her  reach,  she  has 
sufficient  endurance  to  stand  its  fire  until  she  can  dismount  its  guns 
one  by  one,  or,  if  one  of  our  masonry  casemated  works,  quarry  a  hole 
into  the  face  of  the  wall  until  it  tumbled  down  by  the  superincumbent 
weight.  The  reduction  of  forts  by  a  vessel  of  this  class  alone  requires 
the  concurrence  of  many  favorable  contingencies.  She  must  be  able 
to  approach  close  to  it  on  nearly  the  same  level,  otherwise  the  fire  is 
not  sufficient  in  either  accuracy  or  rapidity  to  dismount  guns  or  drive 
the  gunners  to  their  bombproof  shelters.  It  is  evident  that  the  guns 
in  embrasure  or  casemate  can  be  loaded  quite  as  quickly  as  in  the  tur- 

ret, and  with  entire  impunity,  while  the  turret  guns  are  turned  away 
for  loading.  This  gun  can  then  be  carefully  aimed  at  position  of  the 
ports  and  fired  when  the  turret  revolves  so  as  to  expose  the  port,  giv- 

ing at  least  equal  chances  of  disabling  the  turret  gun.  After  we 
deliver  our  fire,  if  we  do  not  dismount  the  gun,  they  reload  without 
risk  for  another  trial.  It  is,  of  course,  always  to  be  presumed  that  the 
crew  of  an  ironclad  vessel  is  composed  of  picked  men,  while  all  the 
forts  can  not  be  provided  with  such  gunners,  nor  with  guns  of  heavy 
caliber. 

Fourth.  She  can  run  by  any  fortification  now  in  existence,  being  in 
my  opinion  invulnerable  to  shot  of  8-iuch  and  lower  calibers.  The 
chances  of  hitting  with  monster  calibers  are  so  small  as  scarcely  to  be 
taken  into  account. 

Fifth.  A  solid  shot  of  10-inch  and  higher  calibers,  fired  with  heavy 
charges,  striking  near  the  same  spot  half  a  dozen  times  at  short  ranges, 
would  dislocate  the  turret  plates,  drive  in  fragments,  and  end  by  coming 
through. 

Sixth.  That  she  requires  very  considerable  changes  in  the  mode  of 
ventilation  during  action  to  enable  her  to  be  fought  in  warm  weather; 
and  that  it  is  impossible  that  she  should  go  to  sea  until  these  changes 
have  been  made. 

Notwithstanding  the  recent  battle  in  Hampton  Eoads  and  the  exploits 
of  the  plated  gunboats  in  the  Western  rivers,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
protecting  the  guns  and  gunners  does  not,  except  in  special  cases, 
compensate  for  the  greatly  diminished  quantity  of  artillery,  slow  speed, 
and  inferior  accuracy  of  fire;  and  that  for  general  purposes  wooden 
ships,  shell  guns,  and  forts,  whether  for  offense  or  defense,  have  not 
yet  been  superseded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
William  N.  Jeffebs, 

Lieutenantj  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Ooldsbobough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqwidron. 

[Endoraanent.] 

May  24,  1862. 

I  beg  to  forward  this  interesting  communication  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment.   It  strikes  me,  also,  as  being  highly  important. 

Very  respectfully, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
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sporf  of  lAculcttant  Harrison,  U.  8.  Naty,  of  the  grountlint/  of  the  U,  i 
8,  Makatka. f ^^^B  U.  S.  G-UNBOAT   MAHA8KA, 

^^H  James  River,  May  22,  1863.' ^^^f  8iR:  I  hiLve  to  report  that  my  pilot  has  grounded  me  at  this  poii 
I  off  the  first  fort  above  Newport  News.     Every  means  htis  been  trii 

short  of  ligbteiiJDg  the  vessel,  to  get  her  aHoat,  but  without  success. 
rQsj)ectfiilly  request  tliat  a  stroug  tug  may  be  scut  to  my  aasiBtauce. 

I
I
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  respect

fully, L
 
 

N.  B.  Harbis
on, 

I  TAeutennnt,  Vonunandii 
I  Flag-Ofticrr  T-.  M.  Uoldsboroi^gh, 
■  Vommanding  North  Atlanlie  Fled,  Ilampkin-  Roads, 

Li 

f 
seni 

rt(<!r  from  Flag-O^cr  QoliUhorowjh,  U.  8.  Nai'y,  to  Oomnuim 
i  Rodgers,  U.  8,  Navy,  esplainins  the  sendiny  of  «  senior  officer  intQ  Ij 
\  James  River. 

U.  S.  FLAGSHir  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Road/i,  May  22,  iStfAj 

Sir:  I  wish  yoa  to  understand  distinctly  that  iu  setiiling  an  ofQoc 
senior  to  yourself  up  James  Biver  it  was  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
fi'om  any  want  of  confidence  in  you,  hut  simply  because  the  step  was 
unavoidable.  In  truth,  1  dispatched  Commander  Case  up  the  Voik 
Eiver  to  order  the  ilf«r»i(an;a  and  Sebago  to  Hampton  lioads  with  the 
view  of  ordering  theui  up  James  Kiver  to  increase  our  force  there,  but 
on  his  reaching  that  river  ho  found  thiit  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
himself,  who  happened  to  be  there  In  the  Batfimore,  from  Washington, 
had  already  ordered  the  Wackusett  and  M«rataiu:a  to  quit,  and  given 
instructions  to  Lieutenant  Gommnnding  Murray,  of  the  Bebago,  to 
regard  himself  as  the  senior  ofllcer  iu  place  of  Commander  Smith. 
Even  after  this,  my  first  determinntion  was  to  send  the  Wathusett  to 
Norfolk,  but  on  being  informed  of  your  repulse,  aud  of  the  necessity 
for  more  vessels  by  yourself,  there  was  no  other  alternative  than  to  dis- 
patch  both  the  Maratanza  and  Wackusett  as  I  did,  more  particularly, 
too,  as  both  the  Secretaries  of  State  aud  Navy,  who  were  in  the  Janiea 
Hiver  at  the  time  the  Port  Royal  brought  to  me  your  dispatches,  were 
decidedly  of  opinion,  aud  so  expressed  themselves  to  me,  that  both 
should  be  sent  up  that  river  without  delay.  They  were,  in  fact,  the 
only  vessels  1  had  to  send  up  there. 

In  times  like  these,  more  especially,  we  must  all  be  willing  to  regard 
the  public  good  as  of  paramount  consideration,  and  ready  to  yield 
cheerfully  and  with  a  becoming  grace  our  jiersonal  desires  accordingly. 

I  write  yon  this  in  haste,  as  it  is  now  1  o'clock  in.  the  moruiug,  and  I 
to  have  it  ready  to  go  by  the  Dragim  the  moment  she  can  returu. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ttervant, 

L.  M.  GoLDSBORorcH, 
FtagOJficer, 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 
VovtmandiJtg  U.  8.  8,  Galena. 
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Unofficial  letter  from  Commander  Bowan,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Flag-Offi^cer 
Ooldsboroughj  U.  8.  Ufavy^  regarding  affairs  in  sounds  of  North 
Carolina. 

Stbamer  Philadelphia, 
Neto  Bemcj  May  22 j  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  jast  retamed  from  Elizabeth  City,  whither  I  had  been 
in  company  with  the  general  to  receive  the  result  of  a  county  meeting 
intended  to  be  convened  on  the  20th  instant.  On  onr  arrival  there  we 
fonnd  that  the  secessionists  had  interrupted,  or  had  influence  enough  to 

overawe,  the  people,  and  the  meeting  did  not*  take  place. I  am  gathering  the  CumberlancPs  men,  now  scattered  through  the 
squadron.  As  soon  as  I  get  them  together  I  shall  start  the  Underwriter 
and  Valley  City  to  Baltimore.  The  former  would  have  been  ready  to 
leave  to-day  had  not  the  pilot  (Haynes),  with  his  usual  stupidity,  backed 
her  on  shore  and  carried  away  her  rudder.  The  Shawsheen  is  crippled 
in  the  same  way  and  is  now  under  repairs.  The  crosshead  of  the  Ia>c1c- 
wood  is  broken  and  she  is  useless  for  the  present.  We  are  hard  at 
work  making  a  new  one.  An  accident  has  occurred  to  the  JEllis^s 
machinery,  which  scalded  two  men  or  more.  I  feel  quite  nervous  when 
ever  I  send  one  of  these  little  vessels  out  of  my  sight,  fearing  some 
accident  will  befall  her.  The  Seymour  is  again  in  commission  as  good 
as  new.  I  have  ordered  all  the  vessels  to  take  on  board  provisions  till 
the  1st  of  July,  which  will  nearly  exhaust  our  stock.  We  are  entirely 
out  of  sugar  now.  I  know  not  what  your  intentions  are  regarding  this 
squadron,  and  can  therefore  make  no  calculations  as  to  its  wants. 
Outside  of  the  paymaster's  department  we  are  in  want  of  almost  every- 

thing, even  to  the  paper  I  now  write  on,  which  is  a  contribution,  and 
the  ink,  you  see,  is  well  watered. 

I  am  greatly  embarrassed  about  my  shore  arrangeiDcnts,  and  yet  I 
can  not  permit  a  few  secessionists  to  ride  roughshod  over  the  people 
in  the  towns  held  by  my  guns  without  jerking  them.  The  general 
approves  always  of  all  I  do.  M^or  Oilliam  will  be  sent  to  Fort  War- 

ren. I  have  already  informed  you  that  I  directed  the  fisheries  to  be 
broken  up.  Ohaplin  broke  up  a  secesh  fishery  and  took  the  owner  pris- 

oner. A  doctor  in  Plymouth,  who  had  threatened  rather  loudly  to  cut 
my  throat,  fell  into  his  hands  also.  He  kept  these  gentlemen  till  they 
signed  a  paper  drawn  up  by  Flusser,  which,  if  they  abide  by,  they  can 
do  no  more  hann. 

Eenshaw,  in  the  LouisiatMy  is  down  from  Washington,  [N.  C],  for  coal ; 
the  Delaware  took  his  place.  From  his  account  of  matters  there  the 
recruiting  effort  is  a  fizzle.  Men  who  get  panic-stricken  and  run  on 
board  the  gunboat,  leaving  every  thing  behind  them,  are  not  the  people 
to  inspire  the  Union  men  with  confidence. 
Benshaw  informs  me  that  the  workmen  who  were  employed  on 

the  gunboats  at  Wilmington  have  returned,  the  work  on  them  being 
stopped.  The  report  is  that  Wilmington  will  not  be  defended,  but 
that  all  available  force  will  be  concentrated  at  Baleigh. 

I  hope  the  army  will  soon  open  the  canal  route  between  Elizabeth 

[City  I  and  ̂ N'orfolk.    There  are  no  troops  now  east  of  the  Ohowan. Oolhoun  is  doing  good  service  in  the  Ohowan.  I  directed  Flusser  to 
send  him  the  Whitehead.  I  have  directed  all  the  ferryboats  to  be 
destroyed,  so  that  each  will  have  to  stay  on  his  own  side. 

I  want  to  put  a  boat  in  the  Perquimans  as  soon  as  I  can  get  them  off 
the  sick  list. 
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I  Lave  ordered  Furniss  to  commaud  the  Valley  City  and  McCook  to 
the  Stars  ami  i'^rtpen,  Franklin  preferring  his  own  vessel.     I  shall  send 

*  the  orders  for  your  approval.    As  the  Valley  City  is  going  home,  you 
may  prefer  leaving  that  order  open. 

iJ,  B.]  Hammoud  has  liehaved  (like  a  rowdy  as  he  is)  in  so  outrageous 
a  uiauner  that  I  »h»ll  be  comi>ellcd  to  send  bim  to  you  in  one  of  the 
steamers.     He  in  now  in  irons.     I  am  sorry  to  say  he  is  not  the  only 
drnnkiird ;  but  they  will  follow  in  due  time,  if  they  do  not  M^oroi. 

Vou  will  please  consider  this  as  unotticial. 
Very  truly,  yonr  obedent  Hervaut, 

8.  C.  liowAS. 

Flag-OUieer  L,  M.  GoLUSUuttOUOH. 

Utter  from  Ftati-Opur  Gnldsboromjh,  V.  .S.  Kary,  to  the  Seiretary  i-ftlm 
Nary,  reijardiiig  operation/i  m  the  James  Jiiver. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Mimnesota, 
Hampton  Roadv,  Virginia,  May  33,  1862. 

Sir:  I  visited  General  McClellaa  recently  for  the  express  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  he  was  willing  to  throw  a  force  ai^ross  James 
River  and  unite  with  us  in  reducing  at  once  the  works  at  the  obBtruc- 
tions  engaged  by  our  naval  forces  on  the  15th  instant.  On  retlection, 
he  concluded  it  was  best  not  to  do  so  for  the  present,  but  to  wait  until 
he  could  get  his  army  across  the  Ohickahominy,  and  then  determine 
the  point.  Considering  the  actual  position  of  his  army,  and  all  the  cir- 
camstauces  bearing  ujion  his  movements,  I  regard  his  conclusion  as 
decidedly  correct.  He  will  move  on  the  river  and  cooperate  with  us  the 
moment  it  is  expedient  to  do  so.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  take  every 
precaution  to  keep  the  river  as  opeo  as  iHissible.  The  general,  on  cross- 

ing the  Gbickahouiiriy,  is  to  communicate  with  me  fretiuently  and  keep 
me  fully  ad\ieed  of  his  operations  nnd  intentions.  Thus  we  slial]  pull 
tiOgether.  I  trust  that  no  more  vessels  will  be  sent  away  from  here 
nntil  the  Richmond  question  is  decided. 

The  Seminole  is  now  the  only  vessel  at  Norfolk,  and  as  the  people 
about  there  have  already  manifested  restiveness,  and  committed  some 
wi-ong  arXs,  it  is  my  intention  to  order  this  ship  there  as  soon  as  1  can 
have  the  channelway  sHfDcieutly  buoyed  for  her  to  proceed  with  safety. 
On  her  arrival  there,  I  beg  to  request  that  communications  from  the 
Department  may  be  directed  to  me  aocordiugly.  The  Scminotv  is 
rejiorted  to  mo  as  being  in  a  very  bad  condition  of  hull,  and  getting 
worse  sensibly  iVom  week  to  week.  Her  commander,  however,  says 
that  she  can,  with  care,  be  got  to  rhiladelphia;  but  it  is  not  prudent 
for  nic  to  spare  her  services  at  present. 

1  have  sent  up  the  James  River  some  '5  or  8  tons  of  boiler  iron,  to  be 
ed  by  our  vessels  in  protecting  their  men  against  the  rifles  of  the 

pemy. I  am,  very  respectfully,  yont  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  UoLDBBOBonon, 

Flag-Officer,  Vomdg.  North  Atlantio  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  Bon.  (iinBON  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  />.  (7. 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        417 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U,  8.  Navjfj  regarding  movemenU  of 
vessels  in  Mampton  Beads. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Boads^  Virginia^  May  23^  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  San  Jacinto 
left  these  roads  this  morning,  with  Flag-Officer  Lardner  on  board,  for 
the  Eastern  Gnlf  Blockading  Sqnadron. 

The  Stepping  Stones  and  Island  Belle  arrived  here  this  morning;  also 
the  King  Philip^  with  marines  on  board,  under  command  of  Captain 
McOawley,  destined  for  the  Norfolk  navy  yard. 

The  Susqtushanna  has  received  her  orders  and  the  dispatches  which 
she  is  to  carry,  and  will  proceed  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectially,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer  J  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C. 

Report  of  Commander  Smithy  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  U.  S.  troops  crossing 
the  Chickahaminy  Biver. 

U.  8.  8.  Waohusett, 
City  Pointj  James  Biver j  Virginia^  May  23y  1862. 

Sir  :  The  steamers  are  in  want  of  oil  for  engines.  Will  you  please 
send  up  500  or  600  gallons  in  40  or  50  gallon  packages. 

I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  firom  General  McClellan,  dated  21st 
iustant^t  headquarters  near  TunstalFs  Station  (about  3  miles  from  the 
White  House  on  railroad  toward  Bichmond).    He  says: 

Oar  light  troops  have  oroMod  the  Chfokahominy  this  morning,  bat  we  have  no 
reliable  information  of  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  that  stream. 
Heavy  bodies  of  troops  will,  however,  be  thrown  over  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Waohusett. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads, 

Beport  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  a  reconnaissance  up  the 
James  Biver,  May  23, 1862. 

TJ.  8.  S.  Waohusett, 
City  Pointy  James  Biver j  Virginia^  May  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  23d  I  sent  the  Maratanza  and  Port  Boyal  up  the  river. 
They  went  about  25  miles,  found  no  new  batteries,  but  were  very  much 
annoyed  by  the  sharpshooters  from  both  sides  of  the  river.  They 
shelled  and  drove  them  away,  one  party  of  cavalry  moving  off  with 
two  riderless  horses. 

One  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  Port  Boyal  received  a  Mini^  riile 
ball  in  his  leg,  making  amputation  necessary.  It  was  performed  yester- 

day morning,  and  the  medical  officers  think  it  will  be  much  to  the 
N  w  R— VOL  7   2.7 
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lieneHt  of  tbe  wounded  man  if  he  can  be  sent  to  Hamptou  Boada. 
therefore  send  liim  today  by  the  Stevens. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant W.  Smith,        j 

Commanding  U.  .S'.  S.  WuchuaetUM 
kg'Officer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOBOuas, 

Comdg.  Sorih  Atlantic  Blookading  8qtM<iron,  Hampton  Roads.  ̂  

'.  Army,  to  Flag-Offiecr  Gold 

information    regarding   ." 

Letter  from  Brigadier-Qeneral  Totten,  U.  i 
borough,  U.  S.  Nai'if,  communicnting 
Caswell. 

Bngineeb  Department, 
Washington,  May  m,  ISbSi. 

:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  the  following  information  in 
_„^ly  to  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  instnnt  to  Hon.  Q.  V.  Pox,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  has  been  referred  to  this  Department : 

The  height  of  the  highest  line  of  Fort  Caswell  ("the  crest'")  is  34  feet 
above  low  water  of  ordinary  spring  tides. 

Tbe  height  of  the  same  line  ("ertst")  of  the  enveloping  work  [oi 
cov8re<l  way}  is  26  feet  above  tbe  same  level,  1 

Tbe  top  of  tbe  scarp  wall  is  at  the  same  level  of  26  feet;  that  is,  ifcf 
exactly  covered  by  the  crest  of  the  covered  way. 

Tbe  desired  drawing  will  be  prepared  and  sent  to  yoa  as  soon  | 
icticable. 

Very  respectfully,  yom?  obedient  servant, 
J08.  Q.  TOTTEF, 

Brevet  Brigadier-Qeneral  and  Colonel,  EngineeraJ 

f  Flag-Offlcer  L.  M.  GOLDSBORotrcH,  U.  8.  Navy, 
T.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota,  Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia. 

ttter  from  Commander  Lochwood,  U.  H.  Navp,  to  Flag  Officer  Gold 
borough,  U,  H,  Navy,  regarding  stores. 

U.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
Beaufort,  X.  C,  Mag  23,  1S^!S.^ 

fiiB:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  yoa  I  have  received  fro 
General  Parke  a  reqnest  from  General  Bnrnside  that  no  more  co 
shonld  be  put  into  the  depot  at  Morehead  City,  as  there  is  a  probability 
that  the  room  will  or  may  be  required  for  army  stores,  as,  possibly^ 
20,000  or  more  troops  may  be  sent  bereaboats. 

I  shaU^  however,  discharge  ttie  two  schooners  from  which  we  have 
beeu  taking  coal,  and  wilt  then  have  the  one  with  paymaster's  stores and  two  other  schooners  fait  of  coal  on  hand.  One  of  the  latter  has 
not  arrived,  although  the  invoices  of  all  four  have  been  received. 
Now  that  we  have  Norfolk,  conld  a  couple  of  the  old  hutks  of  whale 

ships,  lately  used  in  Hampton  itoads,  be  sent  here,  we  might  use  one 
for  paymasters'  stores  and  forward  ofBcers'  stores,  as  also  engineers' 
stores;  the  other  for  coal,  which  woald  relieve  the  Government  of  some 
expense  for  demurrage. 

We  have  no  forward  officers'  stores  nor  engineers'  stores,  except  oil 
and  hemp  waste  and  tallow.  Packing  and  other  articles  ai'e  wanted, 
OB  well  as  all  kinds  of  forward  offioera'  and  masters'  stores. 
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The  steamers  Ftctoria,  State  of  Oeorgiaj  MantioellOy  and  Chippewa  have 
been  recently  here  for  coal,  proyisions,  and  forward  officers'  stores, 
which  they  have  received,  except  the  last  named,  of  which  we  have 
none. 

I  hear  it  reported  that  you  contemplate  coming  down  here  to  attack 
Fort  Caswell;  if  so,  I  woald  ask  that  the  Daylight  may  be  included  in 
the  number  of  the  expedition;  also,  I  respectfully  request  that  the  mail 
on  board  of  the  flagship,  as  sdso  any  that  may  be  at  either  the  Norfolk 
or  Fortress  Monroe  post-offices,  may  be  sent  down  by  the  first  opportu- 

nity, as  we  must  have  a  large  mail  at  Fortress  Monroe,  having  received 
none  since  we  sailed  from  there. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Saml.  Lookwood, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  Louis  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

Letter  from  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj 
U.  S.  Navy  J  regarding  affairs  of  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  May  23^  1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  yours  of  2l8t.  I  would  not  trouble  myself  much 

about  what  the  other  branch  wishes  in  the  sounds,  providing  you  leave 
enough  to  protect  them.  Precious  little  thanks  we  ever  get  for  saving 
them.  We  lost  two  frigates  taking  care  of  their  posts.  And  yesterday 
General  Wool  telegraphed  about  Smith's  unfortunate  affair,  <^  Truly, 
the  Navy  is  unfortunate."  We  shi^  have  to  break  up  the  force  at  the 
roads  and  leave  the  duty  there  to  small  vessels;  but  I  am  most  anxious 
that  you  should  have  the  Wilmington  affair,  if  it  can  be  done  soon; 
otherwise  I  am  afraid  the  whole  force  of  vessels  will  be  ordered  on 
Charleston. 
An  average  of  two  small  vessels  can  be  kept  here  for  repairs.  Balti- 

more is  overloaded.    Nothing  yet  about  the  Nashville^  is  theref  * 
An  officer  from  Bumside  says  Oolonel  Howard  is  fitting  up  his  own 

boats  for  guard  duty.  General  Wool  must  give  us  the  naval  hospital 
at  Norfolk.  Dornin  has  been  obliged  to  lighten  the  Brandywine  to  get 
her  out,  and  will  send  you  the  provisions  by  vesseL  General  Totten 
will  send  you  the  drawings,  etc.,  to-morrow. 

Tridy,  yours, 
G.  V.  Fox. 

[Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 
Hampton  Roads.] 

[Tetognun.] 

Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSj  May  23j  1862. 

(Received  1 :  45  p.  m.) 
Sir  :  The  marines  have  arrived  here.   (General  Wool  positively  refuses 

to  allow  the  Navy  to  take  possession  of  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk,  with- 

*  See  pp.  264-276. 
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out  tlie  authority  of  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  or  the  Secre- 
tary of  Wnr.  I  shall  keep  the  marines  on  board  the  Kiug  Philip  until 

I  can  hear  further  from  you.  By  the  mail  of  t^)-day  1  shall  send  you 
the  correspondence  that  has  passed  between  General  Wool  and  myself. 
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I  ̂Secretary  of  War  says  he  will  give  the  order. 
W.rt 

Report  of  FUig-Officer  OoMsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  refusal  of 
General  Wool,  U.  S.  Army,  to  allotn  the  Nary  to  occupy  the  navy  yard 
anil  ordnance  depot  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  transmitting  correspondence 
relating  thereto. 

U.  S.  FLAr.sHip  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roa^ls,  Virginia,  May  J^S,  1863. 

!SlB :  You  directed  me  in  person  to  trausfer  our  ordnance  stores  at 
Fort  Monroe  to  our  old  naval  deposit  for  powder,  shells,  etc.  Fort 

>'orfolk.     Kuowing;  that  the  latter  place  had  a  few  soldiers  to  guard  it, 
I  deemed  it  proper  to  address  General  Wool  the  accompanying  letter, 
marked  A,  to  which  I  received  his  reply,  marked  B,  decliuiug  to  permit 

;  the  place  to  be  occupied  by  the  Navy,  on  the  score  of  its  having  Bar- 
j  rendered  to  the  forces  under  his  command,  without  the  orders  of  the 

President  or  Secretary  of  War.    Supposing  that  he  might  also  assume 

ithe  same  grounds  with  regard  to  the  navy  yard  and  hospital,  I  wrote 
him  the  accompanying  letter,  C,  aod  have  received  his  reply  thereto, 
marked  U. 

My  impression  was  that  nothing  but  the  mere  city  of  Norfolk  itself 
hud  been  surrendered  to  General  Wool.  The  paper  executetl  with 
regard  to  the  transaction,  which,  oi-  a  copy  of  it  at  least,  I  suppose  is 

'  in  Washington,  wUl  determine  the  point  beyond  all  question.     Ilaviog 
read  the  original,  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  thiuk  that  General  Wool 

I  mostbe  mistaken  concerning  theextentof  the  surrender;  nor  is  it  likely 
that  municipal  functionaries  would  take  upon  themselves  to  deliver  up 
a  work  over  which  they  exercised  no  control. 

II  To  remove  all  difficulties  and  embarrassments  both  now  and  here- 
after,  I  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  suggest  that  General  Wool  may 

I  be  given  orders  not  to  thwart  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  Navy 

!  Department.     Unless  he  be  so  instructed,  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that 
ho  will  decline  to  permit  the  removal  of  the  Hahlgren  and  other  guns, 
as  directed  by  your  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  and  concerning 
which  I  am  now  trying  to  make  tha  necessary  arrangements. 

I  have  a  party  now  engaged  in  examining  the  Cumberland,  vith  the 
I  view  of  ascertaining  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  her.     It  strikes  me  at 

present  that,  on  removing  her  guns  and  other  heavy  weights,  the  whole 
L  bull  may  be  raised  and  repaired. 

^^^_  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^^^L  L.    M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

^^^^B  Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

^^^^V  Hon.  Gideon  Wellbb, 
^^^^r  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WaithingluH,  O.  O. 
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[BncloturM.] 

A. 

IT.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads^  Virginia^  May  22^  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  ordered  me  to  take  all  oar  ord- 
nance stores  away  from  Fort  Monroe  and  pat  them  at  Fort  Norfolk, 

which  place,  yoa  may  probably  be  aware,  was  fitted  np  lon^i^  since 
expressly  as  a  receptacle  for  naval  ordnance  matters,  and  so  occupied 
for  very  many  years  up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  present  rebellion. 
As  the  place  is  probably  now  occupied  by  a  few  of  your  soldiers  to  guard 
it,  will  you  be  good  enough  to  give  the  necessary  directions  in  the 
premises  f  Commander  Poor  is  the  officer,  if  you  please,  who  will  receive 
and  convey  them,  as  he  is  the  one  charged  with  our  ordnance  affairs 
here,  and  will  have  to  go  and  reside  at  Fort  Norfolk. 

I  am,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  OOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer^  Oomdg.  North  Atlaaitio  Blooleading  Squadron, 
Mi^or-General  J.  B.  Wool, 

Gomdg.  Department  of  Virginia^  etc.j  Fortress  Monroe. 

B. 

HSADQUARTBRS  DEPARTMENT  OF  YlRGINLi, 
Fort  Monroe^  Va.,  May  22y  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  this  date,  in  which  you  state  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 

ordered  you  to  take  all  the  navy  ordnance  stores  from  Fort  Monroe  and 
put  them  at  Fort  Norfolk. 

In  reply.  I  would  remark  that  Fort  Norfolk  was  surrendered  to  the 
troops  under  my  command  on  the  9th  instant  by  the  rebels  of  Norfolk. 
I  can  not  therefore  permit  the  Navy  to  take  possession  of  it  without  an 
order  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  E.  Wool, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commariding  Fleets  etc.j  Hampton  Roads. 

C. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSy  Virginiay  May  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  Fntil  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yesterday  I  was  not 
aware  that  Fort  Norfolk  had,  as  you  distinctly  assert,  been  surrendered 
to  the  troops  under  your  command.  My  impression  was  that  the  sur- 

render you  accepted  from  the  municijpal  authorities  of  Norfolk  was 
confined  to  the  city  itself,  and  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  any  of 
its  defenses.    I  shaU,  of  course,  submit  your  letter  to  Washington. 

I  beg  now  to  say  to  you  that  I  am  informed  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment that  ̂ *  a  captain,  a  few  officers,  and  200  marines  will  be  sent  to 
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Portsnioiitli,  Va.,  to  take  poasesaion  of  the  navy  yard  aud  hospital  and 
preserve  the  public  property  there."  May  I  ask  you  in  advance  of  their 
arrival  if  you  intend  also  to  interpose  objections  to  tlie  execution  of 
these  orders  on  the  score  of  those  places  having  been  t^urrendered  to 
the  troops  under  your  command  or  on  any  other  gronndt 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOrOH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Major-General  J.  B.  Wool, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Virginia,  etc.,  FortreM  Monroe. 
D. 

HEADQTIARTEE3  DEPAETMEMT  OP   VIRGINIA, 
Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  May  23, 1862. 

Sir:  From  the  instructions!  have  received  1  can  not  permit  the 
Navy  to  take  possessfou  of  any  of  the  works,  including  the  uavy  yard 
or  depot,  in  the  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  all  having  been  surrendered  to  me 
and  taken  possession  of  by  the  troops  under  my  command,  without  the 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  Uuited  States  or  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 
John  B.  Wool, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 
Commanding  Fleet,  etc.,  Hampton  Roadv. 

Order  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldsboroupk,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  McCatrley,  " V.  8,  Marine  Corps,  to  proceed  to  Norfolk  nary  yard  and  protect  public 

property  there. U.  S.  Flagship  Minnbsota, 
Hampton  Roadx,  May  2H,  1803. 

Sib  :  Proceed  to  Norfolk  navy  yard  with  the  marines  under  yoor 
command  and  afford  every  protection  in  your  power  to  the  public  prop- 

erty there.     Keep  sentinels  stationed  all  over  the  yard  at  such  points 
as  your  judgment  may  dictate.    The  advice  given  you  by  Colonel  Har-  \ 
ris  in  his  letter  to  you  of  the  22d  inst.ant,  with  regard  to  intercourse  | 
with  the  inhabitants,  is  very  judicious,  and  1  wish  you  to  observe  it  I 
scrupulously.    You  may,  perhaps,  find  a  building  in  the  yard  suitable  I 

to  accommodate  your  men;  if  so,occiipyit.    Officers' quarters,  however,  , 
are  not  to  be  used  for  the  purpose, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.    M.   GoLpSBOROUGH, 

Flag  Officer. 
Captain  C.  Q,  MoOawlet, 

Comdg.  Marines,  etc.,  V.  S.  8.  King  Philip,  Hamptwi  Roadt. 

Letter  from  the  Secreiarf  <^  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding 
the  refusal  of  General  Wool,  U.  8.  Army,  to  allow  the  Navy  to  talce 
possession  of  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolfc,  Va. 

Navy  Department,  May  34, 1863. 

Snt :  The  rebels  having  left  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport,  this  Depart- 
ment, with  a  view  of  securing  and  preserving  the  public  property  per- 
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taining  to  the  Navy,  which  is  exposed  and  deteriorating,  ordered 
Oomraander  John  W.  Livingston  to  repur  thither  and  take  charge  of 
the  same.  I  have  also  directed  a  carpenter,  machinist,  and  others  to 
report  to  him  for  duty.  Laborers  have  also  been  ordered  to  service 
nuder  his  supervision* 

As  nsaal  a  marine  force  was  detailed  for  the  ordinary  police  and 
military  duty  at  the  yard,  bat  I  am  informed  by  a  dispatch  from  Flag- 
Officer  Ooldsborongh  that  General  Wool  reftises  to  allow  him  to  take 
possession  of  the  navy  yard  at  that  place  without  an  order  from  the 
President  or  Secretary  of  War. 

I  wonld  therefore  respectftilly  request  that  you  give  the  necessary 
orders  to  General  Wool  to  deliver  to  Flag-OfiKcer  Ooldsborongh  posses- 

sion of  the  yard  and  naval  property. 
Very  respectfully, 

OlDEON  Wellss. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Telegnun.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  RoadSy  May  24. 

Your  telegram  of  the  22d  did  not  reach  me  until  to-day.  At  this 
rate  the  maU  is  a  quicker  means  of  communication. 

The  8an  Jacinto  had^  already  gone  to  sea.  Can  I  retain  Assistant 
Surgeon  Bragg  on  board  the  wachusettf 

The  SusquehDinna  goes  to  sea  this  day.  I  telegraphed  yesterday  to 
the  Department  that  Oeneral  Wool  positively  refused  to  permit  the 
Navy  to  take  possession  of  the  navy  yard  or  anything  else  belonging 
to  the  Navy  about  Norfolk  without  the  orders  of  the  President  or  Sec- 

retary of  War,  but  as  yet  I  have  received  no  answer. 
The  marines  are  remaining  on  board  the  King  Philip. 

L.  M.  OOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag- Officer. 

Hon.  OiDBON  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Tel(«gram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  24^  1862. 
If  the  Susqaehanna  has  not  sailed  order  Assistant  Surgeon  Bragg  to 

take  passage  on  her  to  join  the  San  Jacinto.  Oeneral  Wool  has  orders 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  transfer  the  public  property  to  you. 

OiDEON  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Ooldsboroxtoh, 
Hampton  Roads. 
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,  authorizing  him  to  take  ponKsnion  of  the  Norfolk 
Kftter  from  Major- U 
Wovgh,  U.  8.  Navy, 
^  navy  yard. 
f  Hgadquabters  Dbpaetmbht  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  34,  JfltiS.  ̂  
SlE:  By  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War  you  are  authorized  % 

take  possession  of  ttie  navy  yard  aud  ])ublic  property  at  Goajioi-t. 
I  am,  sir, very  respectfully,  your  obedient  nervant, 

John  E.  Wool, 

Major- Uttneral,  Comvioiitlittff, 
L  Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsbobouoh, 
I  Commanding  Fleet,  Hampton  Roarln. 

Instruetiong  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  FlatiO^cer  Gotdshornugi 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  sunken  vessels  of  the  Nnvy. 

Navy  Departmeni',  May  i'/,  isns. 
SlB:  The  I>epartment  proi)ose8  to  contract  witli  respuimiblf  partU'n 

for  the  raising  of  the  vessels  of  the  Navy  that  have  been  sunk  in  tlie 
waters  about  Norfolk  and  in  Uampton  Itoads. 
You  will  therefore  please  see  that  the  vessels  in  question  are  imt 

interfered  with  by  persona  who  are  not  authorized  to  do  so  by  this 
Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

I^f  lag-Officer  L.  M.  UoLD^noEouoH, 
Oommnnding,  etc.,  Hampton  Hoadv,  Virginia, 

r  from  Lieutenant  Murray,   U.  8.  Navy,  to  Aeting  Muster  , 
id,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Currituck,  enclosing  reqw 

I  from  Major  General  McClellan,  U.  8.  Army. 
U.  S.  8.  Sebaqo, 

White  House,  Pamunkey  Riiwr,  May  24, 1863. 
HlB:  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  headiinarters.    Please 

carry  ont  the  plans  proposed  by  the  commanding  general.    You  will 
select  a  convenient  place  above  the  bridge  as  a  deiwaitory  for  the  river 
jraft  you  may  capture. 
i  You  will,  if  you  think  proper,  inform  tlie  people  from  whom  you  take 
Ite  boats  how  they  can  recover  them,  and  nheu. 
F  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  go  farther  up  the  river  than  8  ur  10 

piles. Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.   MttEBAY, 

Commanding  Flotilla  in  I'amunkey  Bicer. 
I  Acting  Master  Commanding  Shankland, 

U.  8.  8.  Curritiiok: 

HaADQUABTEKS  ABMT   OF  PoTOMAC, 
Camp  near  Coal  [Cold]  Harbor,  Va.,  May  23,  1863, 

'  Sib:  The  general  commanding  desires  me  to  request  that  you  will, iT  practicable,  take  measures  to  have  the  small  boats  on  the  Panmnkey 
above  the  White  Uouse,  andasmuch  liigher  as  you  may  deem  prudent, 
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collected  at  the  White  Hoase  and  retained  there  until  such  time  as  the 
owners  may  be  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  the  detention 
of  the  boats  no  longer  necessary. 

The  general  understands  that  these  boats  are  used  to  a  considerable 
extent  to  convey  across  improper  persons  and  articles. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  8.  Williams, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Commander  Alex.  Murray,  U.  8.  iTavy, 
Commanding  Flotilla  in  the  Pamunkey. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U.  8.  Navy^  of  movements  of  vessels 
in  Hampton  Roads. 

TJ.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  24, 1862. 

8iR:  The  Coatzacoalcos  left  the  roads  at  1:30  p.  m.  to-day  for  the 
Gulf,  although  a  heavy  gale  is  blowing  from  the  northeast.  She  has 
taken  on  board  all  the  ammunition  she  can  carry. 

The  Cceur  de  Lion  arrived  yesterday  afternoon. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Fla^- Officer  J  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Smithy 
U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  increase  of  force  in  the  James  River. 

X7.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  24, 1862. 

8ir:  I  send  you  to  increase  the  force  already  up  the  James  River  the 
steamers  Island  Belle^  Stepping  Stones,  and  Cceur  de  Lion,  all  of  light 
draft.  It  may  be  expedient  to  use  them  up  the  Ghickahominy  and 
Appomattox  rivers.  If  the  railroad  bridge  at  Petersburg  can  be 
destroyed,  or  so  commanded  by  our  vessels  as  to  prevent  its  use  by  the 
enemy,  it  would  be  of  infinite  advantage  to  us^  especially  in  case  of  his 
retreat  irom  Richmond,  which,  without  this  bridge,  would  be  effectively 
cut  off  in  that  direction.  If  our  army  should  have  to  drop  down  on  the 
Ghickahominy  as  low  as  the  head  of  navigation,  which  I  believe  is  at 
the  [Window  or  Windsor]  Shades,  some  20  or  26  miles  above  its  mouth, 
then  some  of  our  vessels  might  be  of  important  service  in  cooperating 
with  it.  I  beg  you  to  keep  these  considerations  fiiUy  in  view,  and  to 
act  with  regard  to  them  as  you  may  deem  best  from  information  you 
may  receive  of  a  reliable  character. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  Wm.  8mith, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  in  James  River,  U.  S.  S.  Wachusett. 

P.  8. — 1  am  directed  by  the  flag-officer  to  inform  you  that  the  three 
steamers  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  will  leave  Hampton  Beads  in  the 
course  of  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully, 
H.  Van  Brunt, 

Secretary  to  Flag-  Officer. 
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Order  from  Flag-Officer  Qoldsborough,  V,  8.  ffavy,  to  Acting  Master 
Harris,  U.  S.  Xavij,  commaiidinff  U.  8.  8.  Island  Belle,  to  proceed  to 
dutp  in  James  River. 

U.  S.  Flaoshif  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  33, 1863. 

StB:  1  auQ  directed  by  the  llag-offlcer  to  give  you  these  orders: 
You  will  pi'oceed  with  ail  dispatch  up  James  Kiver  and  report  for 

duty  to  Commauder  William  Smith,  conunanding  the  U,  S.  S.  Wachu- 
sett,  and  senior  naval  ofBoer  on  the  river.    On  your  way  ap  you  will 
carefully  observe  whether  the  enemy  exLibits  any  signs  of  reoccnpyiug 

1  the  forts  he  has  abandoned  ou  the  baiikB,  or  of  building  new  works  at 
any  point  along  the  river, 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A,  Ludlow  Case. 

Captain  of  the  Fleet. 
Acting  Master  [Aenold  G.]  Hakeis, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Mand  Belk,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

(Copies  of  the  above  order  given  also  to  the 
rthe  Stuping  Stones  and   Cctur  de  Lion.) 

Lading  ofiicers  of 

I  Letter  from   Commander   Rodgers,    U.  8.  Navy,  to  Fltg-Offi-cer  Oalda- 
borovgh,  U.  8.  JTaty,  regarding  U.  8,  S.  Galena. 

V.  8.  S.  Galena, 

Off  City  Point,  May  25,  1863. 

SiE :  I  beg  leave  to  thank  you  for  your  very  kind  letter*  of  the  22d 
iUHtant, 

I  asked  for  more  force,  thinking  it  not  improbable  the  public  exigen- 
cies might  render  it  necessary  to  send  an  offlcer  who  would  outrank 

Die,  bnt  with  the  reflection  that  it  was  none  of  my  business  whether 
such  should  be  the  ease  or  not,  that  it  was  proper  to  make  the  reiiuest. 

I  hope  you  will  not  send  the  Galena  away  from  James  River  while 
there  is  any  chance  of  her  being  of  more  service  than  an  ordinary  gun- 
boat. 

The  shots  we  received  at  our  water  line,  and  which  we  are  still  able 
to  receive,  would  sink  a  wooden  vessel. 

The  Galena  should  not,  I  think,  however,  be  sent  to  sea  in  her  present 
ooaditiou. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Kodgebb. 

Commander,  U.  8.  Savy. 

Flag-Officer  Lonis  fM.]  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 
Commanding  North  Attanlio  Blockading  Hquadron, n 

Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  affairs  on  the  James  River. 

U.  S.  a.  WACHD8ETT. 
City  Point,  James  River,  Virginia,  May  35, 1H63. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  a  note  from  Commander  Bodgers,  of  the  Galena, 

[  at  anchor  about  2  miles  above  here,  informing  me  that  at  5  o'clock  this *&ee  p.  4U. 
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afternoon  be  received  a  visit  firom  Lieutenant  F.  0.  Davis,  Company  D, 
Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  W.  [W.]  Averell,  in  General 
Heintzelman's  corps,  now  at  Bottom's  Bridge,  who  stated  to  him  that 
General  McClellan's  whole  army  is  within  a  radius  of  7  miles  from 
Bichmond — the  right,  the  center,  and  the  left;  they  are  still  advancing. 
Ordered  by  his  colonel  to  communicate  with  one  of  the  gunboats;  no 
special  wish  expressed. 

Lieutenant  Davis  came  with  an  escort  often  men  to  Colonel  Carter's 
Whaxf,  about  4  miles  above  here,  and  went  to  the  Oalena  in  a  small  boat. 
Commander  Bodgers  sent  him  back  in  one  of  his  boats. 

A  communication  of  this  date  from  Colonel  Campbell,  military  gover- 
nor at  Williamsburg,  informs  me  that  'Hhe  army  is  entrenching  within 

sight  of  Bichmond  at  last  advices."  The  probabilities  are,  therefore, 
that  there  will  be  a  regular  siege. 

No  intelligence  up  to  this  moment  of  any  action  or  even  skirmish. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  WachusetL 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8qua4ronj  Hampton  Roads, 

Order  from  Commander  Botoanj  U,  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Hopkins j  U,  8. 
Navy  J  to  proceed  to  Baltimore  with  the  U.  8.  8.  Underwriter. 

U.  S.  8.  Philadblphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  May  25, 1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  with  the  Underwriter  under 
your  command  to  Baltimore,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  new  boiler  in 
that  ship. 

You  will  stop  en  route  at  Hampton  Beads  and  rex)ort  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief. 

Very  respectfiilly, 
S.  C.  BOWAN, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Alfred  Hopkins, 

U.  8.  8,  Underwriter. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  taking  possession 
of  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  by  marines  on  May  25, 1862. 

X7.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  26, 1862, 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department,  for  the  flag-officer, 
whose  hand  is  temporarily  disabled  from  writing,  that  the  battalion  of 
marines  which  arrived  in  these  roads  in  the  King  Philip  on  the  morn- 

ing of  the  23d,  proceeded  yesterday  morning  to  Norfolk  and  took  pos- 
session  of  the  navy  yard,  Mi^or-General  Wool  having  received  instruc- 

tions from  the  War  Department  to  transfer  the  public  works  there  to 
the  Navy. 

The  8tepping  8tones,  Cceur  de  Lion,  and  Island  Belle,  having  received 
supplies  from  this  ship,  left  to  go  up  James  Biver  yesterday  afternoon. 
The  tug  Rescue  returned  from  Baltimore,  repaired,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  24&,  and  is  now  on  service. 
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The  depaniu-e  uf  tlie  Stmquchanna  is  delayed  by  certain  repairs,  dow 
nearly  cooipleted,  ueeileU  on  Uer  machinery, 

The  circalars  from  the  Departmeut  giving  inBtmetions  to  command- 
ing officers  concerning  prizes  liave  been  duly  distribated.    The  order, 

dated  the  Uith  instant,  concerning  the  raising  of  wrecks  in  Norfolk 
Harbor,  has  been  received. 

1  enclose  herewith,  for  the  flag-officer,  papers  from  tlie  Daylight. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Ludlow  Case, 

Captain  of  the  Fleet, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sem-elary  of  the  Xiim/,  Wnshinnlon.  T>.  C. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Constable,  U,  S,  Revenue  Marine,  of  receipt  of  order 
to  proceM  Ut  WoKhington  nary  yard  with  U.  S,  Revenue  Marine  Hteamer 
E.  A.  Stevens  {Haugatuck). 

V.  8.  Hetbwue  Steakbe  E.  A.  Stetknb, 
Hampton  Roadu,  May  36, 1863. 

8lB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  received  the  following 
telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

Washington,  May  S6,  IS6!. 
]  tho  Washington  navy  yard. 

I  propose  obeying  the  order  as  soon  as  I  can  arrange  some  necessary 
basiness  connected  with  the  vessel 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectAiUy,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
1).  (;.  OOHSTABLK, 

Lieutetutnt,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  GoLDSBORorGH, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Report  of  Captain  Case,  U.  S.  Kavy,  regarding  sunken  rengels  in  Norfolk 
Harbor. 

V.  a.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  36,  1863. 

Bnt:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedieme  to  your  order  of 
this  morning  I  calk'd  on  General  Wool  and  showed  hira  the  letter  of 
instructions  from  the  Navy  Department  to  yon  in  relation  to  raising 
the  sunken  vessels  in  Norfolk  Harbor,  Hampton  Koads,  Virginia. 

General  Wool,  after  reading  the  letter,  informed  me  he  had  received 
instnictiona  from  the  War  Department  about  the  public  property  and 
had  made  arrangements  to  have  the  Merrimack  and  other  sunken  ves- 

sels in  Norfolk  Harbor  removed,  the  Government  to  receive  25  per  cent 
of  their  value  when  sold,  but  the  contract  was  not  yet  signed  and  he 
vould  delay  its  completion  until  he  heard  further  from  yon. 

In  the  course  of  conversation  1  asked  the  General  if  he  understood 
the  order  to  transfer  the  navy  yard  to  the  control  of  the  Navy  included 
tlie  buildings,  etc.,  at  old  Fort  Norfork  and  other  navy  property  outside 

k 
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of  Gosport.  He  replied  no;  only  tlie  Gosport  property,  or  soraetliing 
to  that  effect.  He  wished  mfe  to  say  to  you,  you  had  better  telegraph 
about  it  and  have  the  matter  settled. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  Ludlow  Case. 

Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough. 

The  flag-officer,  whose  right  hand  is  disabled,  directs  me  to  forward 
this  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Eespectfully,  etc., 
A.  Ludlow  Case, 

Captain  of  the  Fleet, 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldshorough^  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  protection  of  sunken  vessels. 

Navy  Dbpabtment,  May  27^  1862. 
Sib:  The  order  of  May  24  applies  to  all  vessels  beloDging  to  the 

n.  S.  Navy,  and  was  given  because  it  was  rumored  at  the  Department 
that  parties  under  contract  with  some  unauthorized  person  were  about 
to  go  to  work  upon  the  steamer  Merrimack.  That  vessel  and  all  others 
borne  upon  the  XT.  S.  Naval  Begister  are  under  your  charge  and  must 
be  protected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag- Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  Wckr  to  Major- Oeneral  Wool,  U.  S. 
Army,  regarding  naval  property. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  27,  1862. 

All  proper  naval  property,  including  the  magazines,  naval  hospital, 
sunken  naval  vessels,  and  grounds  properly  occupied  by  the  Navy 
Department,  should  be  turned  over  to  the  agents  of  the  Navy  Depart- ment. 

The  naval-hospital  building  will  continue  for  the  present  to  be  occu- 
pied by  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  though  recognized  as 

naval  property. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Major-General  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Norfolk. 

Order  from  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Oommandef*  Smith, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  cooperate  unth  the  U.  8.  Army. 

XJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roods,  May  27, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  flag-officer,  whose  right  hand  is  disabled, 
to  say  to  you  that,  should  M%jor-General  McGlellan  offer  troops  enough 
to  cooperate  wiUi  you,  with  any  prospect  of  success,  in  reducing  thA 
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rebel  works  on  and  aboat  Wsrreu's  (or  Drewry's)  Bloff,  you  will  not 
besitftte  to  make  the  attempt.  He  also  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that 
he  wishes  you  to  afford  General  McGIellan  every  aBaistance  in  your 
power  in  taking  Kictiiuond  and  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy. 
Purtliermore,  lie  desires  that,  in  the  way  of  keeping  Fort  Powhatan 
harmless,  the  guns  should  be  certainly  spiked,  the  carriages  certainly 
destroyed,  and  the  magazines  and  bombproof  certainly  blown  up, 
unless  the  enemy  himself  has  already  done  the  work. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  Ludlow  Caise, 

Captain  of  the  Fleet, 
Commander  Wm.  Smith, 

(Jomdg.  U,  Si.  S.  Wachwtett,  Senior  yaral  Officer  in  Jamai  River, 

Order  from  Fluff-Officer  Ooldiborough,  U,  8.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant  McCrea, 
V.  8.  Xavy,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  James  River  with  U.  8,  8.  Jacob 
Bell. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  ifoads,  May  37, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  the  llag-ofBcer,  who  is  temporarily  disabled 
from  writing,  to  give  yon  these  orders: 

You  will  proceed  witli  all  dispatch  up  the  James  River,  and  report 
for  duty  to  Commander  William  Smith,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wackuaett, 
and  senior  naval  oiMcer  on  the  river;  on  your  way  up  you  will  carefUlly 
observe  whether  the  enemy  exhibits  any  signs  of  reocciipying  the  forts 
he  has  abandoned  on  the  banks  or  of  building  new  works  at  any  iKiint 
along  the  river. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  Ludlow  Case, 

Captain  of  the  Fleet. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  P.  McCbba, 

CommanUiwj  U.  8.  8.  Jacob  Bell,  Hampton  Roads,  Tvrffinia, 

L 

Report  of  Coniviander  Smith,  V.  S.  Navy,  of  revonnoixsancc  up  the  Appo- 
mattox Biver. 

U.  S.  8.  Wachusbtt, 
City  Point,  Jamet  River,  Va.,  May  S7. 1862. 

Sib:  This  forenoon  I  sent  the  steamers  Cteur  de  Lion  and  Stepping 
Stones  up  the  Appomattox  Uiver  to  make  a  recoonoissauce. 

Aft«r  proceeding  about  3  miles  up  the  river,  they  saw  on  the 
north  bank,  and  about  a  mile  distant,  what  appeared  to  be  a  new  earth- 

work; no  gnus  were  seen,  and  about  a  hundred  soldiers  were  near  it. 
A  signal  was  made  on  the  works  by  waving  a  dag,  and  immediately 
two  light  discharges  of  small  arms  were  heard  in  the  woods  on  the 
sonth  side  and  nearly  abreast  of  the  steamers;  five  men  on  horseback, 
and  having  the  appearance  of  oflicers,  were  near  the  soldiers.  The 
steamers  threw  a  few  shells  and  the  enemy  retreated  in  haste.  The 
steamers  then  returned  to  this  anchorage. 

The  earthwork  is  situated  on  the  north  side  and  near  the  river  on  the 

high  ground,  and  at  the  lower-  end  of  the  island,  below  Port  WaltbalL 
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We  have  heard  from  persons  from  Petersburg  that  obstructions  have 
been  placed  in  the  river.  They  do  not  know  certainly  at  what  point, 
but  they  are  supposed  to  be  at  the  foot  of  the  island,  where  they  can 
close  both  channels  and  be  protected  by  the  battery. 

There  is  water  enough  in  the  channel  (if  there  be  no  artificial  obstruc- 
tions) for  our  steamers  to  reach  Port  Walthall,  where  is  the  teriiiiuns 

of  a  short  railroad,  connecting  that  place  with  the  Petersburg  and 
Bichmond  road.  The  depots,  etc.,  could  be  destroyed,  but  to  do  so 
would  cause  little  injury  to  the  people,  as  the  road  is  at  present  but 
little  used  for  want  of  business,  and  I  think  it  could  not  do  us  any 

good. To  reach  there  the  battery  must  be  taken  (if  there  be  any  guns  in  it), 
and,  as  we  could  not  remain  there,  it  could  be  restored  if  ne^ed  by  the 
rebels  as  soon  as  we  should  leave. 

Should  we  take  the  battery  and  abandon  it,  of  course  it  would  soon 
be  reported  throughout  Secessia  that  we  had  been  repulsed.  Such  a 
report  would  do  the  rebels  much  good,  and  might  do  us  harm,  and  as 
the  battery  is  not  at  all  in  our  way,  nor  in  our  sight,  I  think  it  best 
to  let  it  alone. 

From  the  information  we  have  received  of  the  condition  of  the  upper 
portions  of  the  Appomattox,  I  doubt  that  our  small  steamers,  the  /Step- 

ping Stones  and  Island  Belle^  etc.,  can  reach  Petersburg,  and  if  they  can 
they  can  not  take  the  place  and  destroy  the  bridge  in  the  presence  of 
7,000  or  8,000  soldiers,  the  number  reported  to  be  usually  kept  there. 
That  can  only  be  done  by  a  considerable  body  of  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfrdly,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wachusett. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 

Comd^.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadronj  Hampton  Roads. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  /o  Commander  Gillis,  U.  8.  Navy^  to 
assume  command  of  the  U.  8.  8,  Wachusett, 

Navy  Department,  May  27^  1863. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  Seminole^ 

and  you  will  report  to  Flag*Oihcer  Goldsborough  for  the  command  of 
the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  of  war  Wa^ihusett.* 

I  am,  respectfully, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  John  P.  Gillis,  XJ.  S.  Navy, 
Z7.  8.  8,  SeminolCj  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  block- 
ading squadrons,  transmitting  dispatches  from  V\  8.  consuls  at  London 

and  Liverpool,  regarding  vessels  preparing  to  run  the  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  May  J27y  1862. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  of  the  consul  at 

London,  dated  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  steamer  Melita;  extracts 

*  See  order  to  Commaudor  Siiiithy  p.  39i). 
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from  <li6paU.-h  of  the  conBiil  at  lAvarpooi,  diited  the  10th  iustaut,  relative 
to  the  ateauiers  Atiela,  Memphis,  Devpalih,  Niaholas  HI,  Sopkin,  iinil 
Stanlet/,  and  »hipa  Southerner,  Antoria,  nad  Rosalind ;  and  dstTact&frmn 
(Itspatcli  of  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  dated  the  Tth  iustaut,  on  the  sub- 

ject of  the  I'xpeditiOD  rumored  to  be  ou  foot  to  make  an  attack  n 
poiut  OQ  our  coaRt. 

The  Secretary  of  State  lias  given  this  Dcpartmeut  notice  tliat  the 
steamer  linltamu  left  Ilatnbnrg  on  the  27th  oltiuio  with  a  valuable  cargo, 
worth  41,0U0,0IK),  probably  iuteuded  for  the  rebels. 

I  aui,  reapectfulty,  etc., 
(;iin;oN  Weixes. 

Flag-Oflieer  D.  G.  Fabeagut, 
i'omvKinilinti  Wealern  Oul/  Blockading  Siiuuih-on. 

Flag  Officer  L,  M.  Goldsbobouuh, 
Ciimmandinnii,  etv,,  Hampton  RoaiU,  Virginiii. 

From  dispatches  of  consul  at  Liverpool,  dated  May  7,  [1862] : 

Eucloaed  is  uu  article  from  the  Jouruiil  of  Commerce,  of  Liverpool, 
sbowiug  the  chartering  of  another  steamer,  th^AAefa,  by  a  firm  of  this 
town.  •  •  "  I  have  also  to  report  that  I  understand  two  other 
steamers  have  been  piircbased  iu  Scotland  by  the  pei-aons  iu  Liverpool 
wlio  are  aiding  the  rebels,  and  that  they  are  to  be  brought  around  to 
this  port.  The  uames  and  particulars  of  the  purchase  have  not  been 
furnished.  •  ■  •  Within  the  last  ninety  days  the  following  steam- 

ers, all  of  which  have  beeu  purcbtised  for  the  puriwse  of  aiding  the 
South  iu  some  wiiy  or  other,  have  sailed  from  this  jwrt,  and  all  carrjiug 
cannon,  ritlos,  and  munitions  of  war.  The  Herald,  Bermuda,  fh-eto, 
Miiiho,  Tubal  Vain,  aud  Cumbria,  Within  the  same  iwriod  there  has 
sailed  from  Hull,  the  steamer  Hero;  fWim  Hamburg,  the  Bahama; 

from  l^ndon,  the  Uconomist  [illegible).  •  •  •  They  will  have  an 
abundance  of  arms  at  Nassau,  enough  to  arm  fifty  steamerB,  aud  by 
the  retmuB  of  cargoes,  which  are  enclosed,  you  will  perceive  naval 
stores  ill  great  abundance.  Que  ship,  the  Hoittherner,  has  12  hogBheada 
of  bread.  J(l  sucks  of  iiotatoes,  and  042  bags  of  coffee. 

From  itispatelu-B  of  the  consul  at  I^ondon,  dated  May  9: 

The  Bteaiiii'r  Jfrlita,  now  loading  in  this  port,  has  already  bad  about 
IB.fHW  F.nlields  debvered.  alio  will,  I  think,  take  out  over  l'0,(HK), 
besides  salt]>eter,  blankets,  army  cloths,  etc. 
•  •  •  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  many  steamers  have  been 

purchased  by  the  Confederates  within  the  last  two  mouths.  Many,  or 
rather  several,  of  tbem  are  small,  say  from  175  to  400  tons  net.  These 
are  very  fast  and  seem  designed  for  running  into  onr  ports  and  thas 

keeping  up  a  trade  with  Nassau,  etc.  "  •  • 
From  dispatches  of  consul  at  Liverpool,  dated  May  10: 

The  steamer  Adela  has  arrived  at  this  port.  She  is  commauded  by 
Captain  Walker,  late  of  the  Great  Eautern,  has  been  purchased  for  the 
South,  and  is  one  of  the  expetlitiou  of  thirty  steamers  refeiTed  to  in 
previous  dispatches.  She  is  only  1 75  tons  burden,  and  very  swifl.  Ou 
her  voyage  from  Belfast  to  this  ]>ort  she  made  17  knots  per  hour,  and 
they  say  she  was  not  put  down  to  lieT  full  speed;  that  when  she  is  she 
will  run  19  knots,  ̂ e  is  to  be  got  ready  and  dispatolted  as  soon  as 

pousible.     •     •     • 
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The  steamer  Memphis  is  preparing  for  sea;  has  not  yet  cleared,  bnt 
will  do  so  in  a  day  or  two.  This  vessel  now,  with  her  cargo,  draws  14 
feet  of  water  forward  and  16  feet  aft. 
The  Southerner^  referred  to  in  previous  dispatches,  sailed  on  7th 

instant.  After  going  in  the  river  and  clearing  she  took  on  50  cases 
shell,  30  cases  Enfield  rifles,  23  cases  with  12  tiers  in  each^  and  20 

barrels  and  hogsheads«  contents  unknown.    *  '  *    * Another  screw  steamer  called  the  Despatch^  now  in  dock  undergoing 
repairs,  is  believed  to  have  been  purchased  by  the  South.  I  will 
endeavor  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  so.  A  sailing  vessel  by  name  of 
Astoria  entered  yesterday  to  load  for  Kassau.  She  is  487  tons;  her 
captain,  Bruce;  consignee,  J.  Cartmiel.  She  will  load  for  the  South 
and  run  in  or  at  one  of  the  ports,  or  land  her  cargo  at  Nassau.    •    f    • 

A  side- wheel  steamer  called  Nicholas  IIIj  on  the  line  from  Liverpool 
to  Dublin,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Confederates,  and  is  to  cons^tute 
one  of  the  expedition.  She  has  arrived  here  from  Dublin  and  is  being 
fitted  out.    •    •    • 

The  steamer  Stanley^  of  376  tons,  has  entered  to  load  for  St.  Thomas; 
her  captain  is  Cargill;  consignee,  J.  Green.  I  suspect  this  steamer; 
think  she  has  been  purchased  by  the  South,  but  have  no  proof.  The 
Rosalind^  formerly  the  Princess  Royal^  referred  to  in  previous  dispatches, 
is  loading  for  Nassau;  took  on  yesterday  six  rifled  cannon  in  cases, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  shot. 

The  Sophia  is  loading  a  large  quantity  of  saltpeter. 

Capture  of  steamer  Nassau. 

Beport  of  Comnumder  Armitrang,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  State  of  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  May  28, 1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  a  steamer  was 
seen  under  the  land  running  in  for  Fort  Caswell.  This  ship  and  the 
gunboat  Victoria  were  soon  in  chase,  the  steamer  showing  English 
colors.  Two  shots  were  fired  across  her  bow  to  bring  her  to;  but,  run- 

ning close  along  the  land,  she  kept  on  until  stopped  by  direct  shots 
from  our  guns,  when  she  hauled  down  her  flag.  A  boat's  crew  escaped 
from  her  to  the  shore,  a  well  directed  shot  from  the  Victoria  scattering 
them  as  they  landed.  On  boarding  the  steamer  she  proved  to  be  the 
NassaUy  of  Nassau,  formerly  and  until  recently  the  notorious  Gordon^ 
whi<!h  has  so  often  run  the  blockade. 

She  has  on  board  a  large  number  of  boxes,  all  believed  to  contain 
Enfield  rifles. 

I  have  placed  Lieutenant  Haxtun  in  charge  and  sent  her  to  New  York 
for  adjudication.  I  enclose  muster  rolls  of  this  ship  and  gunboat 
Victoria. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  0, 

N  w  B— VOL  7   ^28 
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Itsport  of  Aflting  KuCbt  Vbttsd,  tT.  B,  Hst;,  oonuDULdiiig  TI,  8,  8.  Tiotoiia. 

^  May  SS,  1863. — At  8  a.  m,  it  being  very  foggy,  I  weight'd  aiiclior  to 
patrol.  At  8:  .'tO  saw  a  ateamer  dose  in  under  the  land,  within  li  milea 
distant  from  na,  rmining  at  fnll  speed  for  Fort  Caswell.  I  iiuinediately 
started  to  cnt  her  off  and  before  1  could  make  a  signal  the  U.S.  S.  State 
o/Oeortfia  flred  n  gun  at  her.  I  atill  kept  on  at  full  8pee<i  to  intercept 
the  passage  to  the  fort.  At  this  time  we  fired  a  Parrot  rifle  30pouiider 
shell  jit  bbr.  She  still  kept  on.  I  Ured  another  shell,  which  passed 
over  her  deck  but  did  not  strike  her.  1  fired  another  shell  which  strnck 
close  to  her  bows.  She  then  hove  to.  At  this  moment  a  boat  filled 
with  men  left  her.  I  directed  a  shell  to  be  fired  at  the  boat.  It  passed 
over.  1  ordered  another,  which  atrnck  the  beach  in  their  midst  (for 
they  had  lauded),  and  killed  one  man  and  wounded  another.  The  rest 
fled  into  the  woods.  We  boarded  the  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the 
rebel  steamer  Gordon,  alias  Nassau^  from  Nussau  for  Wilmington,  the 
fanioria  Captain  Walker,  of  the  Fanny  Leicis,  commanding.  On  board- 

ing found  her  loaded  with  EnQeld  rifles,  ammnnition,  clothing,  medi- 
cines, etc.,  for  the  rebel  Arrny.  We  took  possession  of  ber,  put  a  prize 

crew  on  board  of  twenty-four  officers  and  men,  well  armed,  and  sent 
ber  to  New  York  for  adjudication. 
May  30. — C,  S,  S.  Mount   Vernon  arrived  here  from  Federal  Point 

Inlet  [New  Inlet]. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Warben, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 

.  M.  GOLnSBOEODGH, 

FlagO^cer,  North  Atlantic  Blocl-adini/  Squatlron. 

Hepiwt  of  FlaifOfficer  Ooldsborough,  U,  S.  A'ar^y,  of  moremeiilx  of  vessels 
-  in  Hampton  Roadt. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  itoads,  Vlnjinia,  May  iW,  1862. 

Srs:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Uepaitiuent  that  the  U.  S.  S, 

Jm-ob  Bell  arrived  in  the  roads  yesterday  afternoon.     I  dispatched  her 
up  James  River  this  morning. 
TheU.  S.  S.  .SiM7Hffc«»na  left  for  the  Gulf  at  9:30  a.  m.  to-day. 

I  am,  very  reapectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 
h.  M.  GoLDSHOItOUGH, 

FlagO^er,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Order  from  Commander  Rowan,  V.  S.  Nary,  to  Acting  fAeutcnant  Fur- 
nits,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  V.  H,  S.  Valley  City,  to  proceed  irith  his 
vessel  to  Baltimore. 

U.  8.  8.  Philadelphia, 

Off  New  Heme,  May  3'i,  1863. 
Sir:  Yon  will  proceed  withoot  delay  with  the  Valley  Vity  under  your 
omniaud  to  Baltimore,  stopping  eu  route  at  Ilamxitou  Koada  to  report 
)  the  flag-ollieer  or  to  the  senior  officer  preiient. 
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Yon  will  also  communicate  with  the  Brandy  wine  and  transfer  to  that 
vessel  such  men^  with  their  accounts,  as  you  may  have  on  board  to  be 
discharged. 

Very  respectftilly,  S.  C.  Eowan, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces, 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  K.  Furniss, 
U.  8.  S.  Valley  City. 

General  order  of  Major- General  Wool,   U.  8.  Army,  regarding  naval 
property  captured  in  the  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  Va. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  YiRaiNiA, 
No.  62.  J  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  28, 1862. 

As  the  Navy  are  entitled  to  all  guns  and  property  recently  taken  in 
the  city  and  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  no  officers  of  the  Army  will  interfere 
with  any  disposition  of  the  same  that  may  be  directed  by  the  liag-ofiicer, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough,  or  any  authorized  agent  of  the  Navy  Department, 
except  the  entrenchments  and  guns  south  of  the  navy  yard  and  Gos- 
I)ort.  At  posts  where  there  are  troops  stationed  the  officers  of  the 
Army  will  render  such  aid  as  may  be  in  their  i>ower  in  removing  the 
guns  and  property. 

By  command  of  M^jor-General  Wool: Seps.  Garngross, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-Oamp. 

Report  of  Commander  8mith,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  reconnoissance  up  the  Chick- 
ahominy  River,  May  27-29, 1862. 

XJ.  8.  S.  Wachusett, 
City  Point,  James  River,  Virginia,  May  29, 1862. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  I  started  the  steamer  Island  BeUe 
to  the  Chickahominy  Biver,  but  she  had  not  proceeded  a  cable's  length 
when  her  boiler  sprung  a  leak  and  she  was  obliged  to  anchor.  In  the 
course  of  the  day  the  damage  was  repaired,  and  yesterday  morning  she 
and  the  steamer  8iepping  8tones  started  for  an  exploration  of  the  Chick- 

ahominy Biver;  they  returned  this  afternoon. 
They  ascended  that  river  from  35  to  40  miles,  to  the  place  called  the 

Window  [Windsor  1 1  Shades,  carrying  3  or  4  or  5  fathoms,  never  less 
than  10  leet  to  that  place,  with  the  exception  of  Cole's  Ford,  5  miles 
below  the  Shades,  where  they  had  only  6  feet  at  high  water.  At  the 
Shades  the  river  divides  into  several  small  branches,  in  all  of  which 
tiie  water  is  shoal,  not  admitting  the  passage  farther  up  of  vessels  draw- 

ing more  than  4  or  5  feet. 
They  found  many  good  landings  where  the  water  was  deep  enough  for 

vessels  of  8  or  10  feet  to  go  alongside  the  banks  and  wharves,  to  which 
vessels  of  the  same  draft  could  make  fast.  The  water  in  the  river  is 
clear  and  very  potable. 
The  countiy  along  the  banks  of  the  river  has  many  good-looking 

&rms,  but  very  few  people  were  seen,  and  they  heard  many  complaints 
of  great  want  of  food  and  of  much  suffering  among  the  poorer  classes. 

Provisions  were  scarce  for  any  persons. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftiliy,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wachusett. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Golbsborouoh, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8qua4ron^  Ham^tou  Baq^. 
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Baport  of  Aotiiig  Uutsr  WaTran,  T>.  B.  Havy,  ppminanding  V.  8.  8.  metotla. 

_  Jliay  SS,  1863. — At  8  a.  m,  it  being  very  foggy,  1  weighed  anchor  to 
patrol.  At  S:^U  saw  a  steamer  dose  in  under  the  land,  within  1^  miles 
distant  from  us,  ruuniug  at  full  speed  for  Fort  Caswell.  I  immediately 

Btart«d  to  cut  her  oft'  and  before  I  could  make  a  signal  the  TJ.  S.  8.  State 
of  Georgia  fired  a  gun  at  ber,  I  stilt  kept  on  at  full  speed  to  intercept 
the  passage  t«  the  fort.  At  this  time  we  fired  a  Parrot  rifle  30-pouiider 
shell  tit  her.  She  still  kept  on.  I  fired  another  shell,  which  passed 
over  her  deck  but  did  uot  strike  her.  I  fired  another  shell  which  strnt^k 
close  to  her  bows.  She  theu  hove  to.  At  this  moment  a  boat  tilled 
with  men  lott  her.  I  directed  a  shell  to  be  fired  at  the  boat.  It  passetl 
over.  1  ordered  another,  which  struck  the  beach  in  their  midst  (fur 
they  had  landed),  and  killed  one  man  and  wounded  another.  The  rest 
tied  into  the  woods.  We  boarded  the  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the 
rebel  steamer  Gordon,  alias  Xansau,  from  Nassau  for  Wilminjfton,  the 

t'ainous  Captain  Walker,  of  the  Fanny  tewi»,  comniandiiig.  On  board- 
ing found  her  loailed  with  Kufield  rifies,  ammunition,  clothing,  medi- 

cineH,  etc..  for  the  rebel  Army.  We  took  possession  of  her,  put  a  prize 
crew  on  lK>ard  of  twenty-four  officers  and  men,  well  armed,  and  sent 
her  to  New  York  for  ai^judication. 
Man  30. — U.  S.  S,  Mount   Vernon  arrived  here  from  Federal  Point 

Inlet  [Xew  Inlet). 
Very  resiwctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  I).  Wabbbn, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

iL.   M.  OOLDSBOBOUOH, 

Flag-Opcer,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

wrt  of  Flag-Offieer  Gohlsborough,  U.  8.  Nary,  of  mot-ementu  of  renseUi  ̂  
in  Hampton  Roadn. 

V.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Hoads,  Virginia,  Mny  2S,  1863, 

Bib:  I  bare  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  tT.  S.  S. 
Jacob  Bell  arrived  in  the  roads  yesterday  afternoon.    I  dispatched  her 
up  James  River  this  morning. 
TheU.  8.  8.  .SanqweftttMiia  left  for  the  Gnlf  ut  9:30  a.  m.  to-day. 

I  am,  very  respectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantio  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Waahington,  D.  C. 

Order  from  Commander  Rowan,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Fur- 
niM,  U.  S.  Napy.  Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Valley  City,  to  proceed  with  his 
veancl  to  Baltimore, 

U.  8.  8.  Philadelphia, 
Off  Xcir  Berne.  Mai/  38, 1863. 

SiK:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  with  the  Valley  City  a\nleT  yoav 
command  to  Baltimore,  stoi)piiig  en  route  at  Ilamptou  Koads  to  report 
to  the  ting- officer  or  to  the  seuior  otficer  present. 
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You  will  also  communicate  with  the  Brandywine  and  transfer  to  that 
vessel  such  men^  with  their  accounts,  as  you  may  have  on  board  to  be 
discharged. 

Very  respectftilly,  S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces, 

Acting  Lieutenant  Gommanding  H.  K.  Furniss, 
U.  8.  S.  Valley  City. 

General  order  of  Major- General  Wool^   U.  8,  Army,  regarding  naval 
property  captured  in  the  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  Va. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 
No.  62.  J  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  28, 1862. 

As  the  Navy  are  entitled  to  all  guns  and  property  recently  taken  in 
the  city  and  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  no  officers  of  the  Army  will  interfere 
with  any  disposition  of  the  same  that  may  be  directed  by  the  flag-officer, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough,  or  any  authorized  agent  of  the  Navy  Department, 
except  the  entrenchments  and  guns  south  of  the  navy  yard  and  Gos- 
port.  At  posts  where  there  are  troops  stationed  the  officers  of  the 
Army  will  render  such  aid  as  may  be  in  their  power  in  removing  the 
guns  and  property. 

By  command  of  M^jor-General  Wool: Seps.  Garngross, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-Oamp. 

Report  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  reconnoissance  up  the  Chick- 
ahominy  River,  May  27-29, 1862. 

U.  8.  S.  Wachusett, 
City  Point,  James  River,  Virginia,  May  29, 1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  I  started  the  steamer  Island  Belle 
to  the  Ghickahominy  Biver,  but  she  had  not  proceeded  a  cable's  length 
when  her  boiler  sprung  a  leak  and  she  was  obliged  to  anchor.  In  the 
course  of  the  day  the  damage  was  repaired,  and  yesterday  morning  she 
and  the  steamer  Stepping  Stones  started  for  an  exploration  of  the  Ghick- 

ahominy River;  they  returned  this  afternoon. 
They  ascended  that  river  from  35  to  40  miles,  to  the  place  called  the 

Window  jfWindsort)  Shades,  carrying  3  or  4  or  5  fathoms,  never  less 
than  10  leet  to  that  place,  with  the  exception  of  Gole's  Ford,  5  miles 
below  the  Shades,  where  they  had  only  6  feet  at  high  water.  At  the 
Shades  the  river  divides  into  several  small  branches,  in  all  of  which 
the  water  is  shoal,  not  admitting  the  passage  farther  up  of  vessels  draw- 

ing more  than  4  or  5  feet. 
They  found  many  good  landings  where  the  water  was  deep  enough  for 

vessels  of  8  or  10  feet  to  go  alongside  the  banks  and  wharves,  to  which 
vessels  of  the  same  draft  could  make  fast.  The  water  in  the  river  is 
clear  and  very  potable. 
The  countiy  along  the  banks  of  the  river  has  many  good-looking 

farms,  but  very  few  people  were  seen,  and  they  heard  many  complaints 
of  great  want  of  food  and  of  much  suffering  among  the  poorer  classes. 

Provisions  were  scarce  for  any  persons. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftaliy,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wachusett. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Ham^totv  Baq^. 
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Report  >•/  HHij-O^oer  Goldaborough,  U.  S.  ̂ avg,  of  the  morinn  of  \ 
Jiaggkip  to  Norfolk,  Va. 

TJ.  8.  FLAaSHIP   MiNNEBOTA, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  Map  30, 18G2.  J 

^iit :  I  lii)ve  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  this  flagsha 
BB  moved  to  Norfolk  this  inoroing,  and  to  request  that  hereafter  dw 

patches  to  me  may  be  addressed  accordingly. 
I  am,  very  reapectfUIly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M,   GOLDBBf  lEOnOH, 

Flag-Opf.iv,  OomAg.  North  Atlantic  Blockadini/  Squaarui 
Eon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Becrttary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  Fl'ig-O^iT  fJoldaborough,  IK 
at  Norfolk, 

S.  Navy,  of  mueementii  of  resgela Va. 

V.  8.  PlAOSHIP   MiNNBaOTA, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  May  31,  1862. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  this  morniTig  of  tlie 

TJ.  S.  8.  Undtrtrriter  from  Hatteras  Inlet,  on  her  way  to  Baltiuioie  for 
a  new  boiler,  etc.,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  IJepartuieiiL 

The  MassackunettK  arrived  here  this  morning  on  her  way  soiitliward. 
_8he  will  leave  this  afternoon. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOEOUQH, 

FUigtyfficer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blookadiny  Squadron. 
Bon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waakington,  />.  C 

•  of  FlagOfficer  Qoldsborougk,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  OilUa, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operatiom  in  James  Riner. 

II.   8.   FLAGffniF   MiNNEBOTA, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  Map  31,  186S. 

'  Bnt:  On  relieving  Commander  Smith  you  will  be  carefhl  to  obtain 
ftom  him  all  the  iustructioiis  he  has  receiveil  from  me  with  regard  to 
the  operations  of  our  vessels  in  James  Kiver  and  govern  yourself  by 
them. 

Very  res jject fully,  your  ouedient  servant, 
L.   M.    GOLDSBOHOITGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis. 

V.  S.  S.  Seminole,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Letter  from  Connnnnder  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Parke, 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  captured  schooner  W.  F.  Harris. 

U.  8.  8.  Philadelphia, 

Of  New  Berne,  May  31, 1862.  ' 
Srs:  T  enclose  the  enrollment  of  the  schooner  W.  F.  Harris,  taken  in 

Core  8ound  by  the  forces  under  my  command  and  sent  to  Beaufort  for 
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the  use  of  the  army.  If  the  owners  of  the  Harris  give  you  satisfactory 
proof  that  they  are  good  Union  men,  you  can  release  her  so  far  as  the 
Navy  is  concerned. 

If  on  the  other  hand  you  decide  to  retain  her  for  any  purpose,  I 
would  respectfully  request  that  you  direct  your  quartermaster,  or 
other  proper  person,  to  receipt  for  her.    I  enclose  blank  receipts. 

Very  respectfully, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Oammanding  U,  8*  Naval  Forces, 

Brigadier-General  J.  6.  Parke, 
Commanding  at  Beaufort^  N,  0. 

Letter  from  Colonel  Oram^  U.  8.  Army^  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorotigh^  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  Fort  8t,  Helena. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  MonroCy  Fa.,  May  31^  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  Please  defer  destroying  the  little  fort  called  St.  Helena, 
[Va.],  until  it  is  seen  whether  it  may  not  be  of  use  to  us  in  defending 
the  approach  from  Kempsville,  etc.  We  shall  know  all  about  it  in  a  few 
days. T.  J.  Oram, 

Colonel^  A.  D.  C,  Chief  Topographical  Engineers^  Dept.  of  Va. 
Commodore  Goldsborough. 

Order  of  FUtg-Officer  Ooldshorongh^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Murray ̂  
U.  8.  Navyj  regarding  intercourse  icith  Confederate  officers. 

XJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Fa.,  May  31^  1862. 

Sir;  Hereafter  no  officer  under  my  command  will  be  permitted  to 
hold  intercourse,  especially  in  writing,  with  the  rebel  generals  except 
in  cases  of  emergency,  when  a  reference  to  myself  is  impossible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

FUuj'OjBJicer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander  Murray,  XT.  S.  Navy, 
Comdg.  U.  8. 8.  Sebago  and  Senior  Officer  in  York  River ^  Va. 

(Copy  of  the  above  sent  to  the  senior  officer  in  James  Kiver,  Vir- 
ginia.) 

Letter  from  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Flag-  Officer  Ooldsboroughj 
U.  8.  Navy,  enclosing  report  from  Lieutenant  Colhoun^  U.  8  Navy, 
commanding  U,  8. 8.  Hunchback,  of  a  reconnoissance  in  the  Blackwater 
Riverj  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
OffNeio  Berne,  N.  C,  June  16, 1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  Acting  Lieutenant  Colhoun's  report  of  his  visit  to 
Blackwater.    I  commend  this  officer  to  your  notice  for  his  ability,  energY^ 
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atid  tiiga  character.  1  hope  yoa  will  recommend  him  for  reBtoration  I 
Ilia  origiual  position  in  thi?  service. 

I  liave  tlie  lionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servai 
8.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Naral  Force*,  Sonnda  of  Iforth  Carolina. 

Plag-OfBcer  L.  M.  Goldsuoboug-h, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Hampton  Roa4«. 

fi  do  most  fnlly  concar  with  Commander  Itowan  in  opinion  about  tbj 
merits  of  Acting  Lieutenant  OolLoun.  I  know  him  to  possess  thj 
(lualitiea  mentioned  to  au  eminent  degree. 

L.    M.    GOLDSBOEOUGH, 
FlagOfficer 

[Enulmmn.] 
U.  S.  S.  Hunchback, 

Plymouth^  N.  V.,  May  31, 1863,  I 
StB:  Since  my  report  of  the  23d  instant  I  liave  secured  400  fathom^ 

^chain  cable,  used  by  the  enemy  to  obstruct  tlie  Cliowan  at  the  battery 
r  the  mouth  of  Ulackwater,  and  destroyed  the  barracks.  1  then 

moved  the  center  oue  of  the  three  schooners  which  obstructed  the 
Blackwater  3  miles  above  its  mouth.  On  the  liSth  instant,  having  been 
joined  by  the  Whitehead,  I  ascended  the  Blackwater  to  Franklin,  which 
is  about  20  miles  above  its  mouth,  and  found  two  more  schooners  and 
the  steamer  Slag  sunk  a  short  distauee  below  the  railroad  depot.  The 
railroad  bridge  had  been  destroyed.  L  was  also  informed  that  the  rail- 

road bridge  crossing  the  Nottoway  bad  been  burned,  as  well  as  the 
country  bridge  across  the  Blaekwater  about  2  miles  above  Franklin, 
None  of  our  pickets  bad  been  to  Franklin,  though  they  had  been  seen 
OD  the  roa<I  within  8  miles  of  that  place.  I  landwl  with  Captain  French 
and  the  Coast  Guard,  learned  that  the  authorities  of  the  town  had  left, 
and,  from  conversation  with  some  of  the  few  who  remained,  was  con- 

vinced there  were  no  l^nion  men  there.  After  remaining  there  seven* 
hourH  we  returned  to  the  Chowan,  where  I  left  the  Whitehead,  and  c: 
to  this  plaice  yesterday  to  repair  my  boiler. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Edmd.  K.  Colhoun, 

Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Jommander  8.  C.  Rowan, 

(Jontmandirig  V.  S.  Naral  Forties,  Pamlico  Hoitnil. 

wrt  of  Commander  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  reeonnoiasanern  up  the  Jamet 
biver.  May  30  and  31,  enctoHiitg  reporU  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S. 
Wavy,  commanding  U,  S.  >V.  Maratama,  and  JAeatenant  Jieaumont, 
^  8,  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Arooxtook. 

V.  S.  8.  Wachubett, 
Four  Mile  Creek,  James  River,  Virginia,  June  4, 18<i3. 

TSib:  Oq  the  31st  [SOth]  May  the  Maratanza,  Lieutenaut  Command^ 

fiig  Stevens,  and  Aroostool;,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Beaumont^  which' were  anchored  at  Turkey  Island,  went  up  the  river  on  a  reconuoissance, 
bat  as  they  waited  until  near  noon  for  the  tide  and  wished  to  return 
to  their  anchorage  before  night,  they  did  not  go  very  far.    Lieutenant 

Commanding  8teven8  made  a  report  of  their  proceedings,  a  copy  <  *" which  is  forwarded  herewith. 
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I  wished  to  make  an  examiDation  of  the  river  as  near  to  Drewry's 
Bluff  as  possible,  and  on  the  31st  instant  sent  the  Aroostook^  Lieuten- 

ant Commanding  Beaamont,  the  Mahaslcay  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Harrison,  and  the  Jacob  Bell^  Lieutenant  Commanding  McCrea,  on 
that  service.  They  ascended  the  river  within  3  miles  Drewry's  Bluff 
and  returned  to  their  anchorage.  A  copy  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Beaumont's  report  is  forwarded  herewith. 

On  the  morning  (a  few  minutes  after  midnight)  of  the  1st  [2d]  instant, 
the  Dragon  arrived  at  City  Point  ftom  Norfolk  with  your  order,  enclos- 

ing General  McClellan's  dispatch.*  After  daylight  the  squadron  was 
in  motion.  I  sent  the  Dragon  to  Jamestown  Island  to  order  up  the 
Port  Royalj  and,  leaving  the  Stepping  Stones  and  Gceur  de  Lion  at  City 
Point  to  take  care  of  the  store  vessels,  the  Wa^^htisett,  Galena.  Monitor^ 
Aroostook,  Jacob  Bell,  and  Island  BellCj  started  up  the  river.  At  Turkey 
Island  the  Monitor's  engine  got  out  of  order,  and  she  was  obliged  to 
anchor  to  repair  it.  There  we  were  joined  by  the  Maratanza  and 
Mahaska^  stationed  at  that  place,  and  continued  up  the  river.  In  con- 

sequence of  the  tortuosities  and  narrowness  of  the  channel  we  pro- 
ceeded rather  slowly.  At  noon,  in  French's  [Trent's]  Beach,  the  Galena^ 

which  was  just  ahead  of  us,  grounded;  in  a  few  mii^tes  we  did  the 
same.  The  Jacob  Bell  took  a  hawser  iix>m  us  and  endeavored  to  tow 
us  off,  but  failed.  The  tide  had  fallen  considerably  and  was  still  fall- 

ing, and  there  was  no  possibility  of  getting  off  until  the  tide  should 
rise ;  all  the  other  vessels  anchored. 
While  lying  aground  a  man  came  on  board  who  had  deserted  the 

previous  afternoon  (June  1)  at  4  o'clock  from  the  rebel  steamer  Nanse- 
mondj  at  Kichmond.  He  informed  me  that  the  rebels  were  still  at  work 
on  the  barriers  at  Drewry's  Bluff,  heaping  stones  and  brick  and  other 
materials  on  the  sunken  vessels,  and  had  placed  another  barrier  in  the 

river  about  '2,  miles  above  the  first  one;  that  they  had  strengthened 
their  batteries  at  the  bluff  by  erecting  some  wooden  breastworks 
plated  with  heavy  iron  and  erecting  another  battery  on  the  opposite 
(eastern)  bank  of  the  river.  From  all  that  I  have  been  able  to  learn 
of  the  batteries  and  barriers  at  Drewry's  Bluff  I  am  satisfied  that  to 
pass  them  with  the  steamers  now  here  and  with  our  present  means  is  a 
perfect  impossibility.  The  gunboats,  being  unable  to  get  nearer  than 
about  7  miles  to  Eichmond,  can  not  assist  General  McCIellan  in  his 
attack  on  that  place.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any  information  of 
his  movements  or  his  present  position.  On  the  2d  instant  I  sent  to 
him  a  dispatch  in  army  signal  cipher  by  a  man  belonging  to  the  Island 
Belle,  who  had  been  some  time  since  in  Richmond  and  was  acquainted 
with  the  neighborhood  and  volunteered  to  go,  believing  that  he  could 
reach  the  headquarters. 

After  mature  consideration  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  gun- 
boats could  be  of  no  use  to  the  army,  unless,  in  case  of  reverse,  they 

should  wish  to  come  to  James  Biver — a  result  possible,  though  not 
probable.  To  be  prepared  for  such  a  contingency,  I  thought  it  best  to 
select  an  anchorage  where  we  could  most  readily  communicate  with  and 
assist  our  troops.  On  consultation  with  the  pilots  about  the  river  and 
the  country,  I  decided  to  anchor  the  squadron  a  very  short  distance 

above  P'our  Mile  Creek  or  Sturgeontown. 
About  G  o'clock  p.  m.  the  tide  rose  high  enough  to  float  the  Galena 

and  Wavhusett,  but  the  channel  was  so  narrow  that  this  ship  could  not 
be  winded  in  it  without  assistance.    The  Ja^^b  Bell  took  a  hawser  from 
our  bow  and  towed  us  round,  our  stern  being  aground,  until  our  head 
-—  -  -  ^-^•^^•^•^ 
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'as  downstreaiD,  and  we  dragf^ed  into  the  cbaimel.  The  steaniers  all 
sben  got  underway  and  dropped  down  and  anchored  at  the  place  I  had 
decided  on.  The  river  is  wide,  with  low  land  on  either  side,  so  that 
the  ateamerR  are  safe  from  sharpshooters.  A  short  distance  below  is  a 
good  landing,  fram  which  a  good  road  leads  to  Richmond, !)  miles  distant. 
On  the  3d  instant,  at  10  a.  m.,  I  sent  the  Island  Belle,  Acting  Master 
Harris,  up  the  river  to  look  out  for  the  man  who  went  from  her  the  day 
before  to  carry  the  dispatch  to  (Jleueral  McClellau.  At  5:3U  i>.  m,  she 
returned,  and  her  commander  informed  me  that  he  learned  from  some 
negroes  that  the  messenger  had  been  captured  by  the  rebel  pickets  a 
few  miles  from  the  river.  He  heard  from  tho  same  negroes  that  the 
enemy  was  in  considerable  force  in  the  woods  a  short  distance  in  the 

rear  of  Aiken's  farm,  numbering  30,000  men,  with  100  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. This  is  no  doubt  considerably  exaggerated,  but  we  iire  sure  that 

the  enemy's  pickets  were  very  nnmerona  in  the  neighborhood. 
1  thought  the  report  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  communicated  to 

General  McOlellan,  and  immediately  dispatched  the  [slnnd  Belle  to 
Jamestown,  with  acommunicationtoColonelOanipbell,  at  Williamsburg, 
requesting  him  to  telegraph  the  information  to  (ieneral  McClellau. 

Some  time'  since  1  informed  General  McOlellan  that  I  would  keep  a 
gnnboat  stationed  above  City  Point,  oft'  Colonel  Carter's  farm,  where a  public  road  comes  to  tho  river,  for  tbepurposeof  communicating  with 
him.  1  brouglit  all  the  vessels  up  with  me,  but  I  have  to-day  sent  the 
Maratan::a  Ut  that  place  for  the  purpose  above  stated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  reBpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W.  Smith, 

CommaHding  U.  S.  S.  Wachusett. 
Flag-Offlcer  L.  M.  Goldsbohough, 

Conidg.  North  Atlantie  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

[EnclMu™.] 

u.  s.  y.  maeatanza, 
James  River,  Virtiinia,  May  30, 1863. 

fliK :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  yesterday's  date,  I  proceeded 
to  day  up  James  Uiver,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  Farrar's  Island, 
belonging  to  a  Mr.  Aiken,  without  meetingwith  any  obstructions.  The 
Aroostook,  Captain  Heaumont,  was  in  company.  I  was  unable  to  pro- 

cure any  reliable  information,  though  making  strenuous  exertions  to 
do  so.  When  within  about  9  miles  of  Kichmond  we  heard  heavy  and 
continuous  canuonading. 

On  onr  return  both  the  Maratama  and  ArooKtook  were  attacked  by 
a  considerable  company  of  rebel  riflemen,  when  about  2  miles  above 
the  plantation  of  a  Mr,  Watkina,  where  this  vessel  and  the  Port  Royal 
wei'e  before  fired  into.  No  casualties  occurred,  although  both  vessels 
were  struck  frequently  by  rifle  balls,  some  of  which  must  have  been 
fired  from  [lieces  of  great  power.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  tliat 
some  stringent  retaliatory  measures  be  at  once  adopted  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  cowardly  and  mni-derons  system  of  bushwhacking  the  enemy  have 
adopted,  by  holding  the  property  and  jwrsons  of  the  owners  of  the  land 
responsible  upon  which  these  are  committed. 

Bhould  it  be  desirable  to  move  the  vessels  in  closer  proximity  to 

Kichmond,  1  would  suggest  Farrar's  Island  as  a  desirable  anchorage, where  there  is  sutlicient  water  for  the  draft  of  vessels  now  in  James 
River,  and  as  being  well  protected  from  the  riflemen  of  the  enemy  by 
the  topographical  chara<;ter  of  the  adjacent  country. 

I  am  confldeut  there  are  no  batteries  erected  or  being  erected  between 

Hty  Point  and  Urewry's  Bluff;  the  only  thing  to  provide  against  is 
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from  the  fire  of  the  riflemen  along  the  banks  of  the  river.    We  went 
within  5  miles  of  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully, 
T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Captain  Wm.  Smith, 

Oomdg.  U.  8.  8.  Wachusett  and  8enior  Officer*  Present, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Aroostook, 
City  Point,  June  1, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  ob^ience  to  your  order  of 
the  3l8t  ultimo,  I  got  underway  in  the  Aroostook,  with  the  Mahuska 
and  Ja4ioh  Bell,  from  my  anchorage  off  Turkey  Island  this  morning  at 
10: 16,  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  On  my  way  I  shelled  the  bluffs  on 
the  right  bank  above  Watkins'  plantation,  from  which  we  had  been 
fired  upon  the  evening  of  the  30th.  At  2  p.  m.  I  arrived  at  a  point 
within  3  miles  of  Drewry's  Bluflf,  having  found  no  obstructions  in  the channel  and  no  batteries  on  shore. 

I  was  much  annoyed  by  riflemen  on  the  left  bank  as  I  approached 
the  further  limits  of  the  reconnoissance.  I  was  unable  to  gain  any 
useful  information  from  the  negroes  along  the  river  further  than  that 
the  enemy  had  strengthened  the  works  at  Drewry's  BluX  Eeturning, 
I  left  the  Mahaska  at  Turkey  Island.  I  am  happy  to  report  no  casu- alties. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  O.  Beaumont, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Commander  Wm.  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wachusett. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  MurrayjU.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Sebctgo, 
of  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  S.  Sebago, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  31,  1802. 

FLAa-OFFlCER :  I  arrived  this  morning  from  White  House,  Pamun- 
key  River.  Virginia. 

I  should  have  returned  this  evening,  but  I  find  it  necessary  to  coal. 
My  object  in  coming  was,  at  the  request  of  General  McClellan,  to 

give  safe  convoy  to  a  steamer  with  570  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, A.  Murray, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8quadranj  Norfolk,  Va. 

Letter  from  Flag^Offlcer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Murray, 
U.  8.  Navy,  giving  instructions  in  relation  to  convoy  of  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Norfolkj  Va.y  June  1, 1862. 
Sir:  So  long  as  yon  remain  the  senior  ofiBcer  of  our  vessels  stationed 

in  York  Biver  and  its  tributaries,  I  desire  that  you  will  not  leave  there 
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again  without  orders  except  in  the  event  of  an  urgent  npcessity.  If 
called  upon  again  to  couvoy  or  escort  prisoners,  and  you  think  it 
proi>ei'  and  expedient  to  afford  such  asdstaDce,  detail  some  otiier  vessel 
than  your  own  to  perform  the  servioe;  and  1  wish  you  to  teep  such 

vessel  acting  under  youi*  authority  at  all  times  sufficiently  supplied 
witli  coat  to  guard  against  the  necessity  of  requiring  it  at  Hampton 
Roads,  in  case  she  should  be  sent  there  ou  momentary  duty. 

Noottirer  of  tlie  Army,  no  matter  what  his  rank  may  be,  can  give 
you  an  order;  but  the  senior  one  present,  or  in  general  command,  may 
prefer  a  request,  and  this  you  may  comply  with  or  not,  aceording  to 
your  own  judgment  in  the  case  as  to  the  public  welfare  and  the  circum- 

stances in  which  you  may  be  iila<!ed. 
Impending  events,  in  my  judgment,  render  it  necessary  that  all 

senior  ofHcers  more  especially  should  be  ever  at  hand  ou  their  respec- 
tive stations. 

1  am,  very  resi)eetfuny,  your  obedient  servant. 
L.  M.  GoLDSBoaouon, 

Flag-OJficer. 
Lieutennut  Commanding  Alexander  Murqay, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  in  Yori:  Rirer, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8.  8ebaffo,  White  Home. 

Lettrr/ririH  }fojor- General  MeClellan,  ZT.  8.  Army,  io  FUtgO^er  OotS*- 
Uiirougk,  U.  8.  Xav}/,  re<jiie«ting  vnoperation. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  June  l,  IStiS. 
A  battle  commenced  yesterday  between  this  and  the  rebel  army, 

which  i)4  still  undecided.  Can  you  not  order  the  gnnboats  on  .liimes 
Kiver  to  move  up  as  near  Richmond  as  possibteT  It  would  undoubt- 

edly prove  a  good  cooperation  for  me.  Now  is  the  time,  if  you  expect 
to  give  me  auy  assistance,  and  not  a  moment  ii^  to  be  lost. 

Geo.  B.  McClbllan, 

Mujor-Qeneral. Captain  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer,  F<irt  Monroe. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  ffopkinn,  U.  8.  Xavy,  eommantiing  U,  8.  S.  rniler- 
icrilcr,  of  arrival  of  that  ceasel  at  lialtimore  for  repairs. 

U.  8.  S.  TJndbrwritbe, 
Baltimore,  lUd.,  June  1, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  Baltimore 
for  repairs,  under  orders  of  Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.  ( iold-sborough,  ami,  in 
obedience  to  order  received,  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  officers  under  my 
command. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Alfred  Hopkins, 

Lieutenant,  Vuinmanding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  -Vtmy,  Wa^hinffton,  li,  C, 
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Report  of  FUtg-Officer  Ooldshorough^  U.  8.  Navyy  of  movements  of  vessels 
at  Norfolk^  Va.^  and  acknowledging  instructions  and  orders  from  the 
Department. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.j  June  2^  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  cov- 
ering important  extracts  relative  principally  to  the  fitting  oat  of  a  fleet 

of  fast  steamers  for  some  demonstration  on  oar  coast,  has  been  received, 
and  the  extracts  printed  and  sent  to  Beaafort  and  Wilmington. 

Yoar  commanication  of  the  29th  altimO|  expressing  the  disapproba- 
tion of  the  Department  at  the  holding  of  interconrse  with  rebel  generals 

by  sabordinate  officers  of  the  Navy,  has  been  received,  and  proper 
instractions  given  to  the  senior  officers  in  York  and  James  rivers. 

The  copy  of  a  note  from  J.  T.  Howard,  esq.,  of  New  York,  with  a 
manifest  of  the  cargo  of  the  Bahama^  sent  to  me  on  the  29th,  has  been 
printed  for  the  information  of  the  commanders  of  blockading  vessels. 

In  obedience  to  yoar  instractions  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  have  detailed 
Assistant  Surgeon  E.  E.  Dodge,  of  this  ship,  for  temporary  duty  on 
board  the  Wachvsett 

I  will  send  to  Baltimore,  in  accordance  with  your  orders  of  the  30th, 
two  of  the  acting  masters  appointed  on  the  26th  as  soon  as  I  have 
received  from  them  the  acknowledgments  of  their  appointments. 

The  letter  recommending  Samuel  N.  Payne  for  pilot  of  James  Eiver, 
enclosed  in  yours  of  the  30th  ultimo,  has  been  received. 

The  U.  8.  S.  Southfield  arrived  here  yesterday  morning  from  the 
sounds  of  North  Carolina.    She  will  proceed  up  James  Biver  to-day. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Delaware  arrived  here  from  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina 
this  morning.    She  will  go  up  James  Biver  this  afternoon,  with  Com- 

mander Gillis  on  board,  to  relieve  Commander  Smith. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUaH, 

Flag- Officer y  Oomdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  0. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough^  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  sailing  of  gunboats  Oenesee  and  Tioga  from  Boston 
to  Hampton  Moods. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Depabtment,  Ju)ie  2y  1862. 
Sib  :  The  Genesee  and  Tioga^  side- wheel  gunboats  at  Boston,  are 

ordered  to  Hampton  Beads  to  report  to  you  and  are  expected  to  sail 
about  the  10th  instant.  The  operations  against  Bichmond  may  close 
favorably  at  any  moment,  and,  in  that  case,  it  is  believed  that  a  sudden 
naval  demonstration  against  Fort  Caswell  wHl  be  successfriL  You  will 
therefore  be  prepared  to  move  against  that  fort  without  a  moment's 
delay  so  soon  as  Bichmond  falls. 

No  report  has  yet  been  received  at  the  Department  relative  to  the 
Nashville's  escape*  into  and  out  of  Wilmington,  and  the  public  report 
of  her  having  been  on  shore  there  nearly  two  days. 

Very  respectfriUy,  etc., 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Ofticer  L.  M.  GoldsbobougHi 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Bquadronj  Norfolk^  Va. 

*  See  pp.  264-276. 
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Report  of  tAeutenant  Furniaa,  U.  8.  ffavy,  commanding  U.  S.  .V.  }'nlleii City,  of  arrival  of  tltat  vcasel  at  Baltimore  for  repairs, 

V.  8.  8.  Valley  City, 
Baltimore,  ̂ M,,  June  3, 1862, 

8lR:  III  obedience  to  orders  from  Oommauder  8,  0.  Kotrau,  com- 
iiiutiiliiif;  U.  3,  uaval  forces,  sounds  of  North  Oarolioa,  dated  2Sth  May, 
ISfJii,  I  Luve  brought  this  veBsel  to  this  jmrt  for  repairs,  after  baviag 
reported  to  the  senior  officer  at  Hamptou  Boads  eu  route,  aud  await 
yoar  further  orders, 

1  have  the  houor  to  be,  very  respectfally,  yoar  most  obedient  servant, 
Habtmak  K.  Fubniss, 

Actint}   Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Covimanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wblle«, 

Secretary  of  the  Ifary,  Wnakhigton,  D.  C. 

Order  of  FlagOJIicer  OoUhhorough,  U.  8.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant  Quaeken- 
bush,  U.  iV.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Delaware,  to  proceed  to  duty 
in  the  James  River. 

XJ.  8.  FLAGSHIP  MlNNKSOTA, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  Jane  S,  1863. 

SiB:  Yon  will  proceed  with  all  dispatch  up  the  James  Kiver  and 
report  for  duty  to  the  senior  naval  ofBcer  there.  On  your  way  up  you 
will  carefully  observe  whether  the  enemy  exhibits  any  signn  of  reoc- 
ciipyiug  the  forts  he  hus  abandoned  on  the  banks,  or  of  building  uew 
works  at  any  point  along  the  river. 

I  am,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUOH, 

FUigfy^cer. 

Uentenant  Commanding  8.  P,  Quaokenbhsh,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Lelaware,  Norfolk,  Va.    i 

Letter  from  FlagOgioer  Uoldsboraugh,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  requesting  report  of  a»y  recent  bursting  of  guns  on 
either  side, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Mihhesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  2, 1863. 

Sni:  At  this  juncture  it  is  highly  important  for  the  Department  to 
be  made  aware  of  all  the  facts  in  your  possession  connected  with  the 
re<:eut  bnrstitig  of  any  guu  on  either  side. 

You  will  therefore  report  to  me  all  you  may  know  in  relation  to  this 

matter,  and  in  futui-e  you  will  fully  inform-  me  concerning  any  occnr- 
rence  of  the  kind  which  may  take  place  in  yonr  vicini^  or  among  the 
vessels  under  your  command. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M,  GOLDSBOKnUGH. 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  S.  C.  Bowan, 

Commanding  tT.  8.  Forces,  Sounth  of  North  Carolina. 

(Copies  of  the  above  sent  to  Commander  J.  P.  Gillis,  commanding 
V.  a.  9.  Wachusett,  and  senior  naval  officer  in  James  Biver,  Virginia, 
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and  to  Lieutenant  Oommanding  Alex.  Murray,,  U.  S.  Navy,  command- 
ing U.  S.  S.  SebdgOj  and  senior  naval  officer  in  York  River,  Virginia, 

and  Commander  O.  S.  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Mount  Vernon^ 
and  senior  naval  officer  off  Wilmingtoui  N.  C.) 

Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Goldsboroughy  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  ilie 
Navy,  enclosing  letter  from  Major- General  Wool,  U.  8.  Army,  regard- 

ing the  raining  of  the  MerrinMck  (0.  8.  8.  Virginia), 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.y  June  2,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  yesterday,  received  by  me  from  General  Wool,  and  also  a  copy  of 
my  reply  to  it.  The  ground  taken  by  the  general  that  the  Merrimack 
does  not  belong  to  the  Navy  because  she  had  been  entirely  remodeled 
and  ironclad  at  the  time  of  her  destruction,  strikes  me  as  too  absurd  to 
merit  serious  attention;  nor  is  it  a  fact  that  she  had  been  entirely 
remodeled.  Another  remarkable  feature  of  the  geueraFs  letter  is  his 
statement  that  before  the  property  belonging  to  the  Navy  was  ordered 
to  be  turned  over  to  the  navy  agents,  I  (he  had)  made  a  contract  to 
raise  the  Merrima4ik.  Commander  Case,  by  my  directions,  took  your 
letter  of  the  24th  of  May  (informing  me  of  the  intention  of  the  Depart- 

ment to  contract  with  responsible  parties  for  the  raising  of  the  vessels 
of  the  Navy  that  had  been  sunk  in  the  water  about  Norfolk  and  in 
Hampton  Eoads)  to  General  Wool  on  the  20th  of  May,  and  the  general, 
after  reading  it,  informed  him  that  although  he  had  made  arrangements 
to  have  the  Merrimack  and  other  sunken  vessels  in  Norfolk  Harbor 

removed,  the  contract  was  not  yet  signed,  and  he  would  delay  his  con- 
dition until  he  heard  further  from  me.  A  copy  of  Commander  Case's 

letter  to  me,  detailing  the  interview,  has  already  been  received  by  the 
Department.  Two  days  afterwards,  viz,  on  the  28th  of  May,  I  received 
from  General  Wool  two  papers  of  that  date,  copies  of  which  I  now 
enclose. 

It  clearly  appears  that  the  contract  made  by  General  Wool  to  raise 
the  Merrimack  must  have  been  signed  by  him  after  he  had  been 

informed,  in  the  way  mentioned  above,  of  the  Navy  Department's  inten- 
tions in  the  matter,  and  also  after  his  assurance  to  Commander  Case 

that  he  would  not  complete  it  until  he  heard  further  from  me. 
Why  this  course  on  his  part  I  can  not  x>os8ibly  conceive,  unless  it  be 

to  gratify  parties  hanging  about  Fort  Monroe. 
The  Merrimack  is  entirely  out  of  the  channel  way ;  no  one  can  trouble 

her  with  impunity,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  of  no  great  consequence 
to  the  public  interests  whether  she  be  raised  immediately  or  one,  two, 
or  three  months  hence. 

I  am,  very  respectfcdlyy  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  OOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officery  Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 
[Enclotnrea.l 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe,  7a.,  June  1, 1862. 

Sir:  Before  the  property  belonging  to  the  Navy  was  ordered  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  navy  agents  I  made  a  contract  to  raise  the  Merri- 

mack.   The  contractor  had  already  commenced  when  you  gave  orders 
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to  those  engaged  in  it  not  to  intBrfere  with  the  raisiug.  Thia  vessel 
docs  not  belong  to  the  Navy,  she  being  entirely  remodeled  itnd  ii-oiiclad 
at  the  tirae  of  her  destruction.  If  there  should  be  found  any  timbers 
remaining  that  woald  be  servJcenble  to  the  JNavy  they  will  t>e  turned 
over  to  the  Navy,  I  have  therefore  to  retiueat  that  you  will  not  :igaia 
interfere  with  the  raising  of  the  wreck.  1  will  ̂ ee  that  the  public 
interest  is  properly  protected. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  E.  Whol, 

Major-Omeral,  Commanding, 
Flag-Offlcer  L.  M.  GoLDsiiOROt'GH. 

Oommandinti  Fleet,  Hmiipton  Ronds. 

V.  8.  Tlaoship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  r«..  June  i,  186S. 

Sre:  In  reply  to  your  commanication  of  today  I  have  to  aay  that, 
from  the  instructionH  1  have  received,  I  can  not  permit  anyone  to  raise 
the  Merrimack  snder  any  contract  ma<Ie  by  you. 

Thatwreckisplaceddistiiictly  under  my  charge  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  as  to  your  statement  about  her  not  belonging  to  the  Navy,  I 

differ  witli  you  entirely  in  opiniou. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.  GOLDSnoEOUGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Conidg,  North  Atlantic  Blockadlny  Htfuadron, 
M^jor-deneral  John  K.  Wool, 

C'liminanding  Department  of  Virpinia,  Forfrcsi  Monroe. 

Letter  from  Flag-O^er  OoUhborough,  U.  S.  Xavy,  in  tin-  iSei'relarg  of 
the  Xavy,  anknowledgini/  con/tdential  oommunication  regarding  opera- 
lions  against  Richmond,  Va, 

U.  S.  Fla(jsbii'  Minnesota, 
Norfolk;  Vii.,  June  :i,  18f!3. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  confideD- 
tial  uommuuication*  of  yestei-dny,  and  its  directions  shall  be  fully 
observed.  In  making  my  arrangements  for  the  object  mentioned.  I 
calculated,  conbdently,  upon  the  services  of  the  Susquehanna,  Son 
Jacinto,  Monitor,  and  (lidena;  but  now,  I  suppose,  1  can  not  have 
those,  or  either  of  them,  as  even  the  engine  of  the  Monitor,  1  have  just 
learneil,  has  broken  down,  and  some  time  will  be  reijuired  to  repair  the 
damages.  A  report  of  the  occurrence  will  be  made  by  this  mail,  if 
possible,  and  I  shall  send  to  New  York  without  a  moment's  delay  for 
the  parts  that  are  necessary  to  lie  furnished.  I  may  be  able  to  reduce 
the  works  iti  view  nithout  the  aid  of  these  four  vessels,  although,  with- 

out them,  I,  of  course,  have  less  confidence  of  suctiess.  The  principal 
work  is  now,  perhaps,  more  formidable  than  the  Department  is  aware. 
Still,  we  will  do  our  very  best.  I  trust  that  I  may  not  lie  deprived  of 
any  more  really  valuable  lighting  vessels  before  the  artair  lomes  otT.  1 
shall  put  my  whole  heart  into  the  job. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSnO ROUGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  (Jtdeon  Wblxes, 

{feoretary  of  the  Nary,  Wathington,  1).  C. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U.  S,  Navy^  to  the  Secret^iry  of 
the  Navpj  enclosing  reports  relative  to  an  accident  to  the  engine  of  the 
U.  8.  S.  Monitor. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  June  3, 1862. 
Sir:  The  accompanyiDg  papers  will  give  the  Department  all  the 

information  I  possess  with  regard  to  the  accident  which  has  happened 
to  the  engine  of  the  Monitor.  By  to-day's  mail  I  wrote  to  New  York 
for  the  parta  of  the  machinery  necessary  to  procure  from  there  to  repair 
damages,  with  directions  to  nse  every  i>ossible  means  to  get  them  here 
in  the  shortest  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-OfficcTy  Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  f>.  C. 

[Bnclosare.] 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Monitor, 
Ojf  City  Point,  James  River,  June  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  much  chagrined  at  the  necessity  of  forwarding  the  accom- 
panying report  of  the  senior  engineer  relative  to  an  accident  to  the 

engine.  The  enclosed  report  and  drawing  will  explain  the  exact  nature 
of  the  damage. 

It  was  one  of  those  accidents  impossible  to  foresee  or  prevent  so  com- 
mon to  the  steam  engine,  and  probably  the  least  likely  place  for  one  to 

occur.  The  engines  were  moved  for  some  minutes  every  day,  when  not 
running,  to  see  that  everything  was  in  order  and  properly  keyed  up. 
From  the  time  of  starting  until  the  bending  of  the  rods  was  discovered 
the  vessel  had  been  running  slow  on  account  of  the  foaming  of  the 
boilers. 

It  is  evident  from  the  nature  of  the  primary  accident,  causing  the 
secondary  and  more  serious  damage,  that  no  precaution  could  have  pre- 

vented it. 
This  a.  m.  at  7  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla  left  City  Point,  pursuant  to 

your  dispatch,  for  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  intending  to  approach 
tlie  obstructions  as  near  as  convenient  witbout  drawing  the  fire  of  the 
forts,  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  present  condition  of  the 
enemy's  defenses,  and  communicating  with  General  McClellan,  should 
he  and  they  be  in  a  position  to  afibrd  mutual  support.  Not  having 
heard  any  firing  in  that  direction,  I  presume  that  they  met  with  no 
resistance.  I  had  proceeded  but  about  8  miles  in  their  company,  when 
the  accident  occurred  to  the  engine,  compelling  me  to  anchor.  Com- 

mander Smith  directed  me  to  follow  him  as  soon  as  possible,  but  find- 
ing matters  more  serious  than  at  first  supposed,  I  decided,  after  making 

some  temporary  repairs,  to  return  to  this  anchorage,  working  high 
pressure,  and  send  one  of  the  small  vessels  down  to  save  the  mail,  if 
you  consider  it  expedient  to  order  by  mail  or  telegraph  the  necessary 
duplicate  parts. 

I  sliall  immediately  make  such  repairs  as  can  be  done  here,  but  in 
the  opinion  of  the  chief  engineer  it  would  be  very  unsafe  to  run  the 
vessel  any  length  of  time,  and  then  only  at  slow  speed. 

Very  respectfully,  William  N.  Jeffers, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Ofticer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
N  W  R— VOL  7   29 



NOHTH   ATLAKTIC   BLOrKADINO   SyUADRON. 

U.  S.  8.  Monitor, 
Jamen  Uicer,  June  x',  1863. 

8iH:  Shortly  after  we  got  uudervaythisiiioruiijgtfae  air-pump  piutoo 
rod,  air-piimi)  ooiiuecting  rod,  the  plungers  of  botli  feed  ami  bilge  pumps 
were  beut. 

This  was  caused  by  the  hollow  socket  cast  on  the  feed-pump  suctiou 
valve  and  the  round  stem  east  on  ttiedelivery  valve,  which  works  in  this 
socket,  both  breaking  oH  ami  entering  the  chamber  of  the  force  pump, 
the  plunger  on  its  return  stroke  striking  these  pieces  and  causing  the 
bending  of  Ihe  parts  meotioued,  the  feed  and  bilge  puiups  being 
attached  one  to  eat^^b  end  of  the  air-pump  crosshead.  The  engines 
were  at  the  time  working  slow.  The  air-pump  piston  rod  is  made  of 
brass,  and  can  not,  I  think,  be  made  entii-ely  straight  without  breaking. 
I  have,  however,  niiide  it  as  straight  as  I  could  with  safety.  The  air- 
pump  connecting  rod  was  beut  about  IJ  inches;  it  has  been  hented  and 
an  attempt  made  lo  Btraighfeu  it,  but  a  crack  showed  itself  after  a  few 
blows  with  the  sledge. 

The  body  of  the  feed-pump  plunger  is  bent  a  little,  but  it  can  not  be 
thoroughly  sti-aightened  without  the  use  of  a  lathe;  and  the  end  which 
eanie  in  contact  with  the  pieces  of  broken  valve  was  so  much  barred 
that  it  could  not  be  withdrawn  from  chamber. 
The  bilge  pump  plunger  is  but  a  little  bent.  The  engine  can  be 

made  to  operate,  as  far  as  the  valves  of  the  force  pump  are  concerned, 
by  making  use  of  the  bilge  pump  suction  valve  and  fitting  an  iron  stem 
to  tlie  broken  delivery  valve;  this  has  been  done.  The  cogiucs  can  be 
made  to  work,  but  some  of  the  parts  mentioned  are  liable  to  give  way 
at  any  moment 

The  engines  can  also  work  higb  pressure,  but  it  is  not  desirable  to 
run  them  so  longer  than  can  be  helped.  A  new  air-pomp  connecting 
rod  and  a  set  of  valves  for  the  feed  pump  should  be  made  immediately, 
and  I  recommend  that  a  new  air-pump  piston  rod  and  a  force-pump 
plunger  be  also  ordered. 
The  machinery  was  built  by  C.  H.  Belamater,  foot  of  Thireeenth 

street,  New  York. 
Accompanying  this  you  will  find  sketch  illustrating  the  accident. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 
IsAAO  Newton, 

I  Senior  Engineer. 
^^^^m        Lieuteiiaut  Commanding  W.  N.  Jeffbbs,  17.  8.  Navy, 
^^^H  CommimAing  Monitor. 

f 
L ' 

Utport  ttf  CommaHilcr  Olissottj  D.  8.  Naey,  regarding  affairs  off  Wil- 
mtngton,  X.  V. 

V.  8.  8.  Mount  Vbbnon, 
Benufori,  June  3,  ims. 

8IB :  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  we  have  captured  the  steamer  Con- 
stitulion  ou  the  22d  of  May.    A  copy  of  my  lott«r*  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  herewitb  enclosed.    The  Constitution  will  be 
worth  about  *iO,000. 

TheiStafco/  Oforflia  and  Victoria  have  captured  the  steamer  6ordon.i 
[She]  is  worth  at  least  »150,OOU. 

•Se«p.WB,  1  See  pp.  133, 134. 
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They  are  reenforcing  both  the  forts  at  this  place.  We  have  throwu 
a  number  of  shells  into  the  fort  on  Federal  Point,  which  has  about  20 
guns  and  1,000  men.  We  shall  require  a  larger  force  before  we  can 
take  it.  We  have  not  men  enough  to  take  possession  were  we  to  silence 
their  battery,  and  the  ammunition  on  board  of  the  vessels  would  not 
hold  out  if  we  kept  a  daily  fire  on  the  fort,  and  there  are  no  ordnance 
stores  at  Beaufort.  As  soon  as  the  fort  on  Federal  Point  is  taken  we 
have  the  key  to  the  river,  and  Fort  Caswell  must  fall.  We  shall  want 
more  gunboats,  not  drawing  more  than  8  or  9  feet  of  water. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 

Gomdg,  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrony  Hampton  Roads. 

Order  of  Flag-  OMcer  Qoldsboroughj  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Jeffers,  U.  8. 
Navy^  commanding  U.  8, 8.  Monitor ^  to  assist  in  the  atta^ck  on  the  enemy 
in  James  Eiver. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.j  June  5, 186J2. 

Sib  :  If  you  can  possibly  assist  the  other  vessels  in  their  attack  upon 
the  enemy,  by  resorting  to  the  expedient  of  using  your  engine  with 
steam  at  high  pressure,  do  so. 

Incur  every  rational  risk  to  perform  this  extfemely  important  service. 
I  have  sent  to  New  York  for  the  parts  that  are  wanted  for  yoar 

engine.  Mr.  Loriug  has  the  matter  in  charge.  Send  the  Cceur  de  Lion 
back,  without  unnecessary  delay,  with  the  information  he  wants  from 
your  chief  engineer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Oommanding  Jeffebs, 

U.  8.  8,  Monitor y  James  River ̂   Virginia. 

Report  of  Lievlenant  Jeffers^  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monitor^ 
regarding  affairs  on  the  James  River. 

U.  S.  IBONOLAD  STEAMEB  MONITOB, 
Off  City  Pointy  June  4, 1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  yesterday.  At  7  p.  m.,  just  as  Captain  Gillis  arrived  in  the  Dela- 
ware,  8outhJield  in  company,  the  chief  engineer  reported  the  mac^hiuery 
together  and  in  working  order.  It  has  been  turned  over  slowly,  and 
appears  to  work  satisfactorily.  At  the  same  time  the  Island  Belle  arrived 
from  Commander  Smith,  bound  to  Jamestown  Idand  to  inform  General 
McClellan  of  the  precise  position  of  the  ships.  Signals  by  rockets  the 
night  previous  had  elicited  no  reply.  Two  men  in  succession,  a  con- 

traband and  subsequently  a  white  man  from  the  BellCy  had  attempted 
to  cross  the  country,  but  this  morning  it  was  heard  that  both  had  been 
apprehended  by  the  enemy's  pickets.  The  communications  sent  were 
in  the  Signal  Corps  cipher,  therefore  communicated  no  information. 
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I 

Commatider  Siuitb,  with  all  the  vessels,  is  iiow  lying  in  ttie  reacli  of 

the  river  Just  below  Treoch's  [Trent's]  Reacti,  a  very  favorable  position for  com muuica ting.  He  liiut  beeu  up  witliin  r>  miles  of  the  obstructions, 
lired  upon  by  sbarpstiooters  from  every  eligible  point.  The  enemy,  it 

was  said,  bad  strengthened  their  batteries  and  obstructions  at  Drewry'a 
Bluff; 
You  will, perceive,  sir,  that  by  going  farther  up  the  river  they  do 

not  approach  sensibly  nearer  by  laud  to  McOlellao's  forces,  while  by 
so  doing  they  enhance  the  difficulties  of  eommunieation  by  being  within 
distance  of  the  supporting  force  of  the  batteries.  Tu  fact,  it  appears 
that  up  to  this  time  Jamestown  Island  is  the  only  channel  by  which 
we  can  safely  communicate.  All  accounts  agree  that  our  iinny  is  to 
the  northward  of  Richmond,  therefore  very  far  from  our  line  of  approach, 
which  is  JVom  the  south. 

Information  was  communicated  last  evening  to  General  McClellan, 
derived  from  au  intelligent  contraband,  that  a  fon'e  of  3l),0(HI  men  and 
40  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  motion,  apparently  niakinp  a  tlank  march 
to  the  east  toward  the  Cbickahominy,  the  object  of  which  it  would  be 
difficult  to  divine,  unless  they  entertained  the  great«st  hoj>e8  of  suc- 

cess in  repulaing  our  forces  at  Kicbmond,  in  which  event  it  would  be 
diaastroQB  to  us.  If  we  take  Richmond,  this  body  [if  such  a  force 
there  is)  is  certainly  ours. 

From  the  nature  of  McGlellan's  advance,  it  is  evident  that  no  sup- 
port could  be  given  by  the  gunboats.  We  are  advancing  upon  lines 

forming  a  right  angle.  We  give  the  moral  support  of  threatening  their 
flank,  preveutiug  any  reenforcemeuts  or  supplies  reaching  him  by  way 
of  the  river. 

Commander  Qillis  left  at  'J  p.  m.  to  Join  the  Uotillu  and  make  himaelf 
aecjuainted  with  matters.  I  am  ready  to  go  up  if  be  requires  my 
services. 

He  directed  me  to  request  you  to  send  up  a  load  of  coal.  Our  supply 
is  reduced  to  :!0  tons  in  the  schooner.  All  the  vessels  will  shortly 
require  more. 

lie  also  requested  that  all  vessels  may  be  directed  to  stop  at  James- 
town Island  to  bring  forward  without  delay  any  commuuicatious 

awaiting  us  there. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re8|>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 
Lieutenant,  Oommanding, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Qoldsbokough, 
Commanding  yorth  Atlantic  Blockading  S'liiattron, 

Lctter/rom  Commander  Qillis,  C.  S,  Navy,  to  FlagO^cer  Ooldsboroagh, 

n.  8.  yavy,  giving  information  about  de/e»ae»  at  Drewry's  Hluff. 

U.  S.  SiEAii  Sloop  Wachusett, 
Hturgeontoicn,  James  Kirer,  June  4, 1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  please&nd  the  acknowledgement  and  report  of  order* 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  me  of  27th  ultimo. 

On  enquiry  1  learn  that  two  other  batteries  have  been  erected  near 

Drewry's  Bluff,  where  are  several  thousand  troops,  making  it  necessary, 
owing  t*>  shoal  water,  narrow  channel,  and  elevated  position  of  battery, 
to  attiM'k  by  land  in  the  rear.     All  reiwrts  confirm  the  dui-abilily  of  the 
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obstructions  in  river,  forming  a  dam,  some  say  two,  wliich  will  take 
months  to  remove  if  unmolest^  in  the  work — heavy  granite  blocks,  with 
piles,  sunken  vessels,  etc. 

I  propose  dividing  the  naval  force  here  into  three  divisions — one  at 
this  anchorage,  one  at  Turkey  Island,  where  communication  may  be  had 
occasionally  through  contrabands  with  Major-General  McClellan,  and 
one  at  City  Point,  where  the  store  vessels  remain,  thus  keeping  the 
vessels  within  aid  from  each  other  (or  division)  and  open  communication 
from  Turkey  Island  to  Jamestown,  whence  intelligence  to  and  from 
General  McGlellan  is  now  had. 

I  write  in  haste,  and  would  refer  you  to  Commander  Smith  for  any 
further  information  yon  may  desire;  will  make  enquiry  in  relation  to 
Appomattox,  etc.    All  that  can  be  done  in  aid  of  the  good  cause,  Union, 
and  in  carrying  out  your  instructions,  shall  be  cheerfully  attended  to. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander^  Comdg.  Naval  Force,  James  River j  Virginia, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Order  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rowan, 
U.  8.  Nary,  to  direct  U.  8,  steamers  Commodore  Perry  and  Hunohba^ck 
to  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  FLAasHip  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  this,  direct  the  Commodore  Perry  and  Hunch- 
hack  to  take  on  board  as  large  a  supply  of  ordnance  stores  for  their  own 
use  as  they  can  possibly  accommotiate  with  safety,  proceed  to  Beaufort, 
N.  C,  and  there  await  further  orders  from  me.  There  is  a  supply  of 
both  coal  and  provisions  at  Beaufort,  and  if  they  can  not  conveniently 
fill  up  with  these  before  starting  from  the  sounds  for  that  place,  they 
can  do  so  there.  I  wish  them  to  be  ready  to  start  from  Beaufort  at  a 
moment's  warning,  and  well  supplied  with  everything  necessary  for 
active  fighting  service.  Give  them  all  the  provisions  they  may  require, 
so  far  as  your  own  supply  and  needs  will  permit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROI^OH, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

(Copy  of  the  above  sent  off  on  June  0,  1862.) 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  operations  against  Fort  Caswell. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  June  4, 1862. 

Sir:  Yours*  of  June  3  (No.  272)  is  received.  It  is  presumed  by  the 
Department  that  the  Galena  and  Monitor  can  be  used  by  you  against 
Fort  Caswell,  and,  in  fact,  any  or  all  the  vessels  under  your  command, 
leaving  only  the  tugboats  to  watch  the  sounds  and  rivers.    This  with- 

*  See  p.  44S. 
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drnwal,  bowever,  caa  not  be  permitted  until  the  fall  of  Bichmondd 
tbe  (lispereioii  of  the  rebel  army  releases  your  force  from  its  duty  i 
wperatiiig  with  tbe  army. 

Very  respectfully:  etc., 
Gideon  Welles.  | 

Blag-OHleer  L,  M.  GnLDSBonouaH, 
Commanding  North  Atlanfic  Blockading  Siftiadron,  Nor/otl;  Va,  | 

rr/rom  the  Secretarif  of  the  Naeg  to  Flag-Officer  Qoldahorouffh,  U.  i 
Savy,  regarding  raiting  the  G.  H,  tf.  Virginia  {Merrimack). 

Navy  Department,  June  4, 18S3.^ 

"SlE:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  tbe  2d  instant  and  enclosuwt^ 
Tonr  coarse  is  approved.  Tbe  3Ierrimaeh  is  a  uaval  vessel  and  is  borne 
on  the  books  of  our  Navy.  Major-Qeneral  Dix  being  now  iu  command 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  it  is  presumed  there  will  be  no  farther  difflcnlty. 

^or-Geuera1  Wool  has  no  authority  to  contract  for  the  raising  of  tl 

'rrimack,  aud  bis  agents  ninst  not  disturb  her. 
I  am.  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wrllbs.  ] 

plag-Oaicer  L.  M.  OoLDSliOEOirGH, 
Commanding,  etc.,  Iforfoik,  Va. 

orlo/Flag-t I-  Ooldsborough,  U.  .S.  Navg,  ofm 
at  Xor/olk,  Va. 

■i'em/-nlii  o/remteltm 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  5,  1863. 

|8lK:  1  have  tbe  honor  to  inform  tbe  Department  tbat  the  Commo- 
e  Barney  arrived  here  last  night  and  tbe  Stars  and  Stripe*  and  Morat 
B  morning — all  from  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Very  reapectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUOH, 

Flag-Offieer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
lEon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  }Ya«kington,  1).  C. 

Navy  Depabtsient, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  5,  18G3. 

i  have  just  received  the  following  telegraph  from  Chief  Eugineeiil 
Ctmcrs  at  New  York : 

Captain  Joffcrs  ciin  go  c 
lieon  arrati)!?*!  cupri-Bsfv  ft 
Mud  tbe  paria  wauted  oa  bi 

\  with  (he  MQnitof  workiiij;  high  pressure.    They  hittC 
thiit  purpoHO.    Snoli  defect  is  not  importoot.    I  will 

IU  .in  tlio  liift  cornea. 

P  Has  the  Norfolk  hospital  or  any  part  of  it  been  tamed  over  to  yoatj G.  V.  Fox, 

Aviixtant  Secretary, 

lag'Offioer  Goldsborough, 
Norfolk,  Va,,  ria  Fort  Monroe, 
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Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Golds- 
borough^  U.  S.  Navyy  regarding  the  proposed  attack  on  Wilmington, 
N.  C. 

Navy  Department,  June  5, 1862, 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  yours  of  3d  instaDt.  If  the  Susquehanna 

has  not  gone,  you  might  keep  her,  bat  I  looked  out  the  chart  carefully 
and  found  the  ISfoot  curve  is  distant  2  nautical  miles  from  the  fort, 
and  the  Susquehanna  draws  19  feet  forward,  19.0  aft. 

Farragut  having  gone  up  the  Mississippi  with  ail  his  vessels,  and  the 
enemy  having  a  naval  force  at  Mobile  stronger  than  ours  off  that  port, 
forced  us  to  dispatch  her  at  once.  I  would  not  go  without  the  Monitor 
and  Galena  for  fear  of  failure.  Delay  for  repairs  is  better  than  non- 
success.  The  Dacotah  was  ordered  to  return  and  ought  to  be  absent 
but  twenty  days.  The  Tioga  and  Genesee  are  promised  Saturday  next. 
As  you  can  not  move  off  the  requisite  force  until  Eichmond  falls^  I 
think  you  will  have  some  time  yet. 

Truly,  yours,  etc., a.  V.  Fox. 

FlagOfiBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Oommandingy  efc,  Xorfolkj  Va, 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant  Murray, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  keep  vessels  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  momenVs  notice. 

XJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.j  June  5, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  wish  the  Sebago,  Marblehead,  and  Chocura  kept  amply  supplied 
with  provisions,  coal,  and  ordnance  stores,  and  in  full  readiness  in 
every  respect  for  a  move  at  a  moment's  notice  affcer  the  fall  of  Kich- 
mond.  They  are  to  go  on  lighting  service,  and,  therefore,  let  each  take 
on  board  as  many  projectiles  and  other  ordnance  stores  for  their  own 
use  as  they  can  possibly  accommodate  with  safety. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Gqldsborough, 

Flag- Officer 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander  Murray, 
U,  S.  S.  Sebago,  York  River,  Virginia, 

[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va,,  June  6, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  was  well  aware  of  what  Mr.  Stimers  states,  and  gave  orders 
accordingly.  The  Monitor  is  now  arranged  to  work  at  high  pressure,  but 
this  is  but  a  temporary  expedient,  and  involves  material  loss  of  power, 
which  she  can  ill  afford  to  spare.  She  is  to  assist  our  other  vessels  at 
every  rational  risk,  and  will  do  so.  I  mean,  of  course,  those  up  James 
Kiver. 

In  turning  over  all  naval  property,  including  the  magazines,  naval 
hospital,  etc.,  General  Wool  in  his  communication,  gives,  as  the  direc- 

tions of  Mr.  Stanton,  that  the  navy  hospital  building  will  continue  for 
the  present  to  be  occupied  by  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army, 
though  recognized  as  naval  property. 
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No  part  of  it,  even,  has  therefore  been  turned  over  to  me,  nithougb 
we  need  a  part  of  it,  at  least,  very  iiniob.    The  Army  hsis  also  taken 

Msesstoii  of  the  inarine  hospital. 
L.    M.    GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FlagO^cerM 
\  Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Anxigtant  Se<-rct<ir^. 

—.Her from  Flatj-Officer  Goldsb&rough,  (7.  S.  ?favj/,  to  the  Hecretaryof] 
m  2/ar I/,  rei/ardinff  proposed  attack  on  Wilviiui/ton,  N,  C,  and /ortcardi 
I  rejiorlii  on  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Oalena. 

NoHFOLK,  Va.,  June  li,  1S6S. 

I  &IR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  confiden- 
J  communication  of  the  4tb  instant. 
Ill  order  that  the  Department  may  fally  understand  the  present  con- 

dition of  the  Oak'iia,  1  beg  leave  to  submit  the  accompanying  papers 
concerning  her.  Commander  Itodgers,  under  date  of  May  2'»,  wrote  to 
me  that  the  Galena  should  not  be  sent  to  sea  in  her  pre^^eut  condition. 
The  Department  is  already  advised  of  the  present  condition  of  the 

^foniVor,  both  by  the  detailed  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jt'D'ers, 
sent  some  days  before  she  received  her  present  injuries,  and  by  hia 
report  eaucerning  those  injuries,  which  has  been  transmitted  since. 
J I  will,  however,  take  both  the  Monitor  and  Galena  with  me  if  they 

1  possibly  go, 
I  am,  very  res{)ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.    M.   GOLDSBOBOUGQ,  | 

Flag-O^cer,  Vomdy.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  SquadroUri 
\  Boil.  (^iDEuN  Welles, 

Searelary  of  Ike  Navy,  }Vaghinfitnn,  />.  C. 

I  r.  S. — This  ship,  the   Minntiotn, 
Wrer  than  about  S  statute  miles. I    nut  aiiproach    Furt  I'aswej 

L.  M.  (1. 

U.  S.  S.  WArHUSETT, 

City  Point,  James  River,  Virginia,  May  34, 1863. 

[Gentlemen:  You  will  hold  a  strict  and  careful  sorvey  on  the  T'.  H.  S. 
lalena  and  make  a  full  report  of  her  condition  and  what  you  may  deem 

issaiy  to  be  done  to  her. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, W,  Smith, 

Commanding  and  Senior  Officer  PresenlM 

\  Lieutenant  Thohak  H.  Stevens, 
Commanding  U.  S.  8,  Maratanza, 

P  Lieutenant  Wm.  N.  Jeffees, 
Commanding  V.  8.  S.  Monitor, 

I  Ac-ting  Master  Wm.  Watson, 
Commanding  U,  S.  Stfam  Tug  Prngim. 

tFirst  Assistant  Engineer  Wm.  B.  Kino, 
Maratanza, 
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U.  S.  S.  Galena, 

Off  City  Pointy  Fa.,  May  24,  1862. 
Sir:  We  have  held  a  strict  and  careful  survey  upon  the  condition  of 

this  vessel,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day's  date,  and  have  to 
report  as  follows : 

That,  from  the  injuries  received  generally  in  action,  the  frame  of  the 
vessel  on  thlB  port  side  is  very  much  shattered,  requiring  extensive 
repairs. 

That,  from  the  same  causes,  having  received  nine  shots  between  wind 
and  water,  nearly,  the  safety  of  the  vessel  in  a  seaway  would  be  greatly 
jeopardized. 

We  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Galena  be  sent,  so  soon 
as  the  pressing  exigencies  of  service  will  admit,  to  some  port  inside  the 
cape  for  thorough  examination  and  repairs. 

Respectfully,  T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Maratanza. 

William  N.  Jeffers, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Monitor, 

Wm.  Watson, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding, 
Wm.  H.  King, 

First  Assistant  Engineer  of  Maratanza. 
Commander  Wm.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Wa^husett^  Senior  Officer  Present. 

By  consent  of  the  board  of  survey,  as  senior  officer  thereof,  I  append 
the  report*  of  Lieutenant  Newman,  made  by  order  of  Commander  Bod- 
gers,  concerning  the  specific  injuries  the  Oalena  has  received  in  action. 

Kespectfdlly, 
T.  H.  Stevens, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Maratanza. 

Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Kavy^  to  Commander 
Oillis,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  tceep  vessels  under  his  command  well  supplied 
with  provisions^  etc. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  0, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  wish  you  to  keep  the  Wa^husett,  Port  Royal,  Mahaska,  South- 
field,  Maratanza,  Aroostook,  and  Delaware  as  constantly  well  supplied 
with  coal,  provisions,  and  ordnance  stores  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

Immediately  after  the  fall  of  Richmond  those  vessels  will  all  be 
wanted  elsewhere  for  prompt  fighting  service,  and  they  must  be  kept 
ready  for  it,  and  to  aetata  moment's  warning.  Let  each  have  on  board 
as  large  a  supply  of  ordnance  stores  for  her  own  use  as  she  can  possibly 
accommodat<e  with  safety. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett,  Senior  Officer  in  James  River,  Virginia. 

P.  S. — Let  the  Monitor  and  Gale^ia  be  included  in  the  above  prep- 
arations. 

L.  M.  G. 

''See  pp.  359-362. 
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!  ((/  Actiny  Master  Watson,    U.  8.  N^ae^,  cmnmamling  U.  S.  ] 
Draijon,  of  the  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  a.  Dbaqon, 
Hampton  Road»,  June  ff,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  boiler  ol'  tlie   Dragon  ̂ ave  oat  opposite  Day's  Point  this 
moriiiiig;  were  taken  in  tow  L>y  the  Express  and  bronght  to  tlii;i  poinfa 
It  will  take  several  days  for  repairs. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, Wm.  Watson, 

Aelirtg  Master,  Comniantling.] 
^X.   M.   tlOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-Offi<:er. 

Ov'lcr  fritm  Vomtnantler  GilUs,  U.  S.  Jfavy,  to  Lieutenant  J^ern,  U.  h 

~     Navy,  to  send  constiln  and  olhi-rs  in  the   U.  S.  IS.  iitej>ping  atones  f 
I  fortress  Monroe.  ' 

U.  8.  8.  Wachusett, 
James  River,  Virginia,  June  G,  18ti2,  \ 

Sir:  Yonr  message  is  received.    You  can  aeud  tlie  cousuls  atu 
otliera  meiitioni-'d  to  Fortress  Monroe  in  the  Stepping  Stones,  she  t 
return  immediately,  bringing  letjers,  papers,  etc.     [lave  the  perso 
handed  over  to  the  commaQdiug  officer  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Genei 
Dix.    Write  Xa  the  Dag-ofllcer,  stating  circumstances  connected  wit^ 
the  itrrival  of  consuls,  etc.    Can  you  not  get  some  informatiom  i 
the  partyl    See  that  there  is  no  deception  in  the  matter,     tiend  Ste^ 
ping  Stones  to  this  anchunige  on  her  return  and  espedite  the  filling  0 
requisitions  sent  by  Island  Belle. 

Respectfully,  yours, 
Jno.  p.  GlLLIS, 

Cominander,  Commanding  Nttval  Force,  James  River,  Virginia.^ 

\  Lieutenant  Commanding  W,  N^.  Jepfers, U.  IS.  S.  Monitor,  Vitg  Point,  James  Rirer,  Virginia, 

'tetter  from  Lieutenant  Jeffers,  U.  8.  Xavy,  to  Flag-Ofiierr  Ooldsboroui 
V,  8,  Xarg.  regarding  transportation  of  consuls  and  others  in  Steppti^ 

<  Stones  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

V.  6.  Ibunclad  Steamee  Moniioe, 
Cit^  Point,  .June  a,  18(12. 

\  Sir:  By  direction  of  Commander  Gillis  1  seod  the  Stepping  Stones 
With  Count  de  Choiseul,  consul  of  France  at  Charleston,  with  his  wife 
and  lUiiiily.  Also  the  consul  of  the  Ketherlandu  for  the  same  place, 
with  three  army  officers,  released  on  parole  to  endeavor  to  effect  an 
exchange.  I  have  directed  the  commander  of  Stepping  Stones  to  report 
to  you  for  orders. 

■  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, WlLLLAM  N.  JBPPBBS, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding.  1 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GnmeBoRoroH, 
Vommanding  North  Atlantic  Stockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  8.  Navyj  to  Commander  Gillisj 
U,  8.  Navy  J  expressing  disapproval  of  carrying  foreign  passengers  in 
United  States  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.j  June  9,  1862. 

Sm:  1  do  not  approve  of  detaching  any  vessel  from  the  service  upon 
which  she  is  engaged  up  James  River  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
foreign  passengers,  no  matter  who  they  may  be,  to  Fortress  Monroe  or 
elsewhere,  and  I  desire  it  will  not  be  done  again  without  my  express 
authority. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Ojffieer. 
Gommander  Gillis, 

U.  8.  8.  Wachusettj  James  River,  Virginia. 

Letter  from  ̂ Lieutenant  Jeffers,  U.  8.  Nary^  to  Commander  Qillis,  U.  8. 
Navy,  explaining  why  foreign  passengers  were  conveyed  in  United  States 
vessel. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Monitor, 
James  River,  June  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  make  the  following  explanation  of  the  visit  of  the  Count  de 
Choiseul  to  this  ship  on  the  6th  ultimo  [instant],  and  subsequent  send- 

ing down  the  river : 
About  1 :30  p.  m.  of  that  day  I  observed  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore  sur- 

rounded by  sever(U  persons.  I  sent  to  communicate,  and  found  them 
to  consist  of  the  French  consul  from  Charleston,  his  wife,  child,  and 
servant,  also  the  consul  of  the  Ketherlands,  and  three  paroled  officers 
of  our  Army.  Kaining  at  the  time,  and  there  being  no  shelter,  the 
officer  sent  brought  off  the  consul  and  family.  He  desired  to  be  sent 
to  Fortress  Monroe.  I  explained  my  inability  to  forward  him,  and 
that  he  must  return  to  Petersburg,  whereupon  he  stated  that  the  rail- 

road was  injured  by  a  freshet,  that  he  had  been  all  day  coming  from 
Petersburg  (9  miles),  and  could  not  possibly  return  that  night;  there 
was  no  place  to  stay  at  Oity  Point,  and  with  his  wife  and  child  could 
not  go  on  shore.  Seeing  the  force  of  these  objections,  and  finding  that 
it  was  impossible  to  keep  them  on  board  the  Monitor,  1  adopted  the 
course  of  sending  up  to  ask  your  consent  to  let  the  Stepping  Stones  take 
them  down. 

It  was  very  evident  that  if  that  course  was  not  adopted,  they  must  be 
subjected  to  much  suffering  and  ourselves  to  great  inconvenience. 

Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
William  N.  Jeffers, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Commander  J.  P.  GiLLls, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  James  River. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  U.  8.  8.  Galena. 

Kavy  Department,  June  7, 1862. 
Sir:  The  Department  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 

dated  Jane  6  and  numbered  279,  covering  the  report  of  damages  done 
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to  the  mteamer  Oalewi.  It  may  bo  possible  at  this  season  of  tbe  yei 
under  convoy  and  cboosing  a  smooth  time,  to  get  her  to  Wiliuingtoa. 
She  certainly  can  not  be  repaired  in  time  to  bo  of  service,  and  the  inal 
ter  is  therefore  left  to  your. judgment;  but  the  Department  expects  th 
yon  will  not  make  an  atta<;k  upon  Fort  Gaawell  without  at  least  t 
Monitor. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles.  J 
hnftg-Oftloer  Ii.  M.  Goldsboroiigh. 

Report  nf  ComntanAcr  Gillie,  U.  S.  Xaeg,  of  affairs  up  the  James  River, 
and  enclosiiiff  report  of  Lieutenant  hehm,  U.    S.  Navi/,  eommanding 
U.  8.  S.  Soufhjield. 

U,  S.  Steam  Sloop  Wachubbtt, 
Twrkey  Iitland,  Jame»  Hirer,  Vtrtiinia,  June  7, 1862. 

:  Please  receive  herewith  requisitions  for  some  deficiencies,  this 
38Bel  having  been  sent  to  sea,  I  learn,  in  great  haste,  short  of  many 

necessary  articles. 
Yesterday  I  left  the  Galena  and  two  other  vessels  at  Stiirgeontown, 

and  in  passing  down  the  river  to  Turkey  Island,  where  I  hoped  to  be 
able  to  communicate  through  contrabands  with  General  McCletlan,  we 
were  fired  at  by  sharpshooters  in  woods  on  high  bluff  near  farms  of 
the  Messrs.  Watkins. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Jefiers  having  received  on  board  the  Moni- 
tor tlie  Spanish  consul,  his  lady,  and  others  from  Charleston,  via 

Petersburg,  1  gave  permission  to  send  them  to  Old  Point  to  be  delivered 
lo  (ieueral  Uix  or  coniuiauding  officer  there,  and  directed  Lieutenant 

Jeft'ers  to  write  you  in  relation  to  them. 
We  learn  that  some  M  milesbnckof  thereaidenceof  Mr.  Aiken,  which 

is  2  milfs  above  Sturgeon  town,  thei'e  are  liotii  ̂ (,0011  to  5,000  rebel  troaps, 
infantry  and  artillery,  under  the  commuud  of  (ieueral  Wise.  At  or  near 
the  Walkins  are  AIM  more.  I  have  sent  Mr.  W,  word  by  contrabands 
that  if  he  permits  the  pickets  to  attack  us  while  passing,  his  buildings 
will  be  destroyed.  I  wrote  to  you  by  Commander  Smith  and  expected 
the  tug  to  return  today.  Have  stationed  a  vessel  near  Old  Fort  [or 
Powhatan)  to  prevent  the  enemy  replacing  guns  or  keeping  soldiers 
there.  Will  also  aend  one  to  Jamestown  occasionally,  in  order  to  keop 
river  0]>eu  and  communicate  with  yourself  and  General  McClellan, 
Have  placed  a  vessel  at  a  public  crossing  a  short  distance  above  City 
Pointj  and  desire  to  keep  the  force  here  moving. 

Will  send  requisition  and  pattern  for  hawse  pipe,  broken.  Heavy 
fireshet  in  river  now  subaidiug. 

The  barriers  or  dams  near  Fort  Darling  {Drewry's  Bluff)  are  report-ed 
80  strong  and  permanent  that  three  months  of  nnobstrnced  labor  would 
be  required  to  remove  them;  heavy  granite  blocks,  etc.  The  fort  is 
represented  as  triced  with  railroad  irou.    Two  other  forts  erected  near  it. 

Some  heavy  boiler  iron  is  still  wanted  for  uBe  of  vessels  as  protection 
agninsl  sharpshooters — say  T&  sheets  or  100,  at  least. 

The  surgeon  of  this  vessel  is  expected  at  Old  Point;  also  captain's 
clerk.    I  send  Acting  Lieutenant  Charles  F,  W.  Behm's  report  and 
iquisitiou. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jno,  p.  Gillis, 

{'ommande}-.  Comdg.  Naral  Force,  James  River,  Virginia.  \ 
Flag-Ofllcer  I..  M.  Golds nort^unH, 

CommamliHg North  Allaitlii   Hloikadtng  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va, 4 
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[Enclosore.] 

U.  8.  8.  SOUTHFIBLD, 

Off  Fort  Pawhatan^  James  River,  Virginia,  June  7, 1862, 
Sir  :  Immediately  on  receipt  of  your  orders  of  the  6th  instant  I  pro-, 

ceeded  from  the  anchorage  off  Turkey  Island  to  this  place.  1  could 
discover  only  two  gentlemen  near  the  fort,  who  seemed  to  watch  our 
movements,  and  as  I  thought  I  might  gain  information  from  them  I 
sent  my  executive  officer,  Mr.  R.  Vevers,  under  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore, 
with  orders  to  tell  them  that  I  should  fire  into  the  fort  or  around  it 
the  very  moment  that  I  saw  any  riflemen  about  or  the  slightest  attempt 
made  to  plant  any  guns  anywhere  about  there.  He  landed  and  fulfilled 
his  errand ;  had  a  look^at  the  inside  of  both  upper  and  lower  forts,  and 
learned  that  the  upper  one  had  never  more  than  two  guns  in  it  and 
that  those  and  the  guns  of  the  lower  fort  were  removed  last  year  and 
taken  up  toward  Kichmond.  The  interiors  of  botli  forts  are  over- 

grown with  weeds.  He  was  also  told  by  them  that  there  had  been  no 
troops  near  there  for  some  time  and  that  they  thought  and  hoped  none 
would  be  sent.  The  old  gentleman  owns  the  plantation  just  above  the 
fort,  lives  in  Petersburg,  and  was  down  on  a  visit  to  his  people.  He 
complained  bitterly  about  the  rebels  having  burned  his  dock. 

Mr.  Vevers  also  learned  that  they  had  news  from  Eichmond  up  to 
Wednesday  and  that  Magruder  had  taken  1,400  of  our  men  prisoners. 
This  may  be  so,  but  I  think  it  very  doubtful. 

I  have  got  the  fort  fully  under  my  command.    No  riflemen  can  reach 
us,  and  I  shall  report  to  you  the  slightest  movement  I  perceive. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Ghas.  F.  W.  Behm, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Oommanding, 
Commander  Jno.  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces^  James  River,  Virginia. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough,  U,  S. 
Navy,  enclosing  copy  of  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  part  of 
dispatch  from  Mo^or- General  Bumside,  U.  8.  Army,  complaining  of 
the  withdrawal  of  vessels  from  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Kavy  Department,  June  7, 1862, 
Sir  :  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of 

the  part  of  the  dispatch  of  General  Bumside  to  which  it  refers,  are 
transmitted  to  you  for  your  information. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Offlcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding,  etc,,  Norfolk,  Virginia, 

[Enolottore.] 
War  Department, 

Washington  City,  2>.  C,  June  2, 1862. 
Sir  :  Under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  the  honor 

to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  part  of  a  dispatch  Just  received 
at  tliis  Department  ft*om  Major -General  Burnside  and  to  invite  your 
special  attention  to  the  matters  there  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
P.  H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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HKAIUJUAItTKBS  DEPARTMBNT   NoUTH   CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  May  .30, 1862. 
Sik:  I  have  the  lioiiur  to  rei>ort  that  duriug  the  last  week  the  iiaral 

force  in  these  waters  has  been  reduced  by  seudiug  two  vesHeln  (the 

[Tnderirriter  and  the  \'afUy  City)  north  for  repairs  and  by  ordering  two^ 
(the  Delaicare  and  SQUthJictd)  to  join  Flag-Offloer  GoldBUorough  in  thttj James  Biver. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  question  the  wisdom  of  these  orders,  but  I  deei_ 
it  my  duty  to  remind  yoii  that  we  hold,  by  means  of  the  military  and 
naval  force,  all  the  towns  iu  these  waters,  and  if  tlie  number  of  naval 
vessels  is  to  be  diminishwl  it  will  be  necessary  to  vacate  some  of  the 
places.  In  every  place  that  has  been  visite*!  by  either  the  army  or  navy, 
some  Union  feeling  has  been  displayed,  and  in  some  of  the  places  the 
American  Sag  has  been  hoisted  upon  the  pablic  buildings  by  citizens  of 
their  own  volition,  and  it  would  be  manifest  injustice  to  leave  these 
I)eople  without  a  protecting  force  to  the  oppressions  of  the  rebel  Gov- 

ernment. Without  wishing  to  complain  of  the  Navy  Department,  which 
has  done  so  much  for  our  cause  in  these  waters,  I  beg  that  you  will 
remind  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  these  facts,  and  request  that,  as 
far  as  the  interests  of  the  public  service  will  allow,  the  naval  force  undera 
Comiuodore  Rowan  be  strengthened  rather  than  weakened. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.   E.   BCBNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Waahingtony  IK  C. 

rrfrom  tkc  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  rega/rdim 
leithdraical  of  naval  foroe  from  waters  of  Nm-th  Carolina. 

NaVT  DbPAETJIENT,  June  4, 1S62. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 

the  2d  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  ol'  a  part  of  a  dispatch  from  General Burnside,  commanding  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 
It  is  not  known  at  this  Department  what  places  In  North  Carolina 

are  occupied  by  General  Bumside,  and  therefore  liable  to  be  vacated 
by  him  upon  tlie  withdrawal  of  part  of  the  naval  force,  but  it  is  believed 

that  the  enemy's  force,  both  naval  and  military,  in  those  waters,  is  dis- 
persetl  and  destroyed,  and  the  large  number  of  steamers  used  to  aceom- 
ptieh  this  can  not  now  all  be  required  there,  more  especially  as  an 
urgent  call  lias  been  made  upon  this  Department  for  an  increase  of 
force  in  the  Virginia  waters.  There  remains  in  the  North  Caroliaag 
waters,  after  the  withdrawal  complained  of  by  General  Buruside,  seven.^ 
teen  naval  vessels. 

I  am,  respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gldeon  Welles. 

n.  K.  M.  Stanton, 
Hicrelary  of  War. 
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Letter  from  tJie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  hlocJc- 
ading  squadrons j  transmitting  extracts  from  consuls  abroad  regarding 
su^ficiotis  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  June  7,  I86g. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  extracts  from  a  dispatch  of  the  consul  at 

Marseilles,  dated  the  15th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  English  bark  Anne 
Wilsony  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  steel  and  iron  armor  plate  for  gunboats; 
extracts  from  dispatches  of  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  dated  the  14th, 
16th,  and  21st  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  Miza  Bonsally  Stanley^  Despatch^ 
Lillay  Astoria^  Arnold  Boninger^  Malacca^  Matilda^  Memphis^  Julia  Usher ̂  
AdeUiy  RoscoCj  and  Rosalind;  extract  from  dispatch  of  the  consul  at 
Glasgow,  dated  the  16th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  Columbia^  Leopard^  and 
Adekiy  and  extract  from  dispat^ch  of  the  consul  at  London,  dated  the 
16th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  Melita  and  Merrimac. 

There  seems  to  be  but  little  doubt  that  most  of  these  vessels  will 
endeavor  to  run  the  blockade,  or  that  their  cargoes  will  be  transferred 
to  others  at  Kassau  that  will  attempt  it.  The  Department  therefore 
enjoins  unremitting  vig^ance  in  the  blockade  of  the  coast  under  your 
command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Oflacer  J.  L.  Labdneb, 
Key  West 

Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Norfolk, 

Flag-OflBcer  D.  G.  Faeragut, 
Ship  Island. 

Flag-OflScer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Fort  Royal. 

[EnoloAure.] 

Extract  from  dispatch  of  the  consul  at  Marseilles,  dated  the  15th  of 
May,  [1862] : 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  description  of  the  English  bark  Anne 
Wilson,  which  clears  this  day  for  Triest  for  orders,  with  a  cargo  of  steel 
and  iron  armor  plate  for  gunboats.  As  in  the  case  of  the  Josephine 
(reported  in  my  dispatch  No.  15),  I  believe  that  this  bark  is  bound  for 
some  port  of  the  Southern  States,  and  that  the  clearance  for  Triest  is 
used  as  a  blind.  The  consignees  of  the  two  cargoes  are  the  same;  the 
crew  believe  that  they  are  going  to  America,  and  not  unimportant  is 
the  fact  that  a  portion  of  her  men  are  the  crew  of  a  vessel  which  ran 
the  blockade  at  Gharleston,  some  months  ago.    •    •    • 

Bark  of  400  tons,  American  built,  PortUindy  is  remarkable  for  her 
speed,  house-rigged,  stump  royal  mastheads,  no  spanker  mast,  house 
forward,  with  large  boat  stowed  athwartships  on  the  forward  end, 
galley  in  the  after  end.  •  •  •  skylight  abaft  the  mizzenmast; 
•  •  •  sails  under  English  colors.  •  •  •  Hull  painted  black,  witii 
a  white  ribbon  running  midway  between  her  upper  and  lower  channels 
and  ending  forward  under  the  bowsprit;  mastheads  black,  lower  masts 
white;  stem  elliptic,  with  a  gilt  basket  of  fruit  in  the  center.  The 
common  molding  on  each  side,  with  the  name  Anne  Wilson  over  all  in 
white  letters  on  black  ground. 

Extracts  from  dispatches  of  consul  at  Liverpool,  dated  May  14: 

The  Uliza  Bonsallj  which  arrived  at  this  port  with  cotton  from 
Nassau,  consigned  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Go.,  was  entered  yesterday 
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to  loa^l  for  Nassau  by  her  consignees,  F.,  T.  &  Go.  She  is  commniKled 
by  •!.  .Stalker;  is  a  large  ship  of  1,25£}  tons  harden.  She  will  be  loaded 
for  the  Confederal'  Governiuent. 

Tlie  steamer  •Slnntey  has  been  purchased  by  the  i>er8on8  here  so  ac- 
tively engaged  in  sending  aid  and  nimiilions  of  wur  to  Uie  people  at  the 

South  in  r*>hHllion  against  onr  Goveruuient, 
Stanley,  eteamsbip;  Aberdeen;  3T6  tons;  captain,  Cargill;  built  of 

iron;  elliptic  stern;  four  cabin  windows  in  storn;  wheel  well  uftonpoop 

deck;  three-masted,  sclioouer-rigged.    •     ■    • 
The  J)f«paUh  has  also  been  purchased  by  the  same  parties ;  Uundalk, 

steamship;  built  of  iron;  round  stern;  half  length  tigurehead  of  an 
Indian,  semiiiudity;  two  funnels,  fore  and  »ft;  tliree-masted;  schooner 
rig.  masts  raking  aft.    ■     ■     • 
The  lAtia,  tbrmerly  the  Mary  TTnj/Af,  referred  to  in  previous  dis- 

patches, cleared  yesterday  for  Nassau.  Slie  will  sail  to-day.  Uer  cargo 
is  valuable  and  is  intended  for  the  Confederate  Government. 

From  dispatch  of  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  dated  May  16: 

The  jisfonn  cleared  and  saileil  yesterday.  Her  cargo  is  for  the  South, 
hut  may  be  landed  at  Nassau  if  she  does  tiot  see  a  good  opportunity  to 
run  the  blockade. 
The  ship  Amoid  Boninger  cleared  yesterday  for  Hampton  Beads, 

She  is  925  tons  burden.  Her  destiuation  maybe  to  a  loyal  ))ort.  but 
her  clearance  is  an  unusual  one  aud  is  somewhat  suspicious,  L  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  report  her. 

The  steamer  Malacca  has  been  purchased  aud  is  now  here  ready  to 
load. 

<Jn  the  IMh  instant  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  entered  tlie  ship  Malilda 
to  load  uuminuUy  for  Calcutta.  She  is  9!)!  tons  burden  and  commanded 
by  J.  Conner.  This  is  an  American  vessel,  owned  principally  iu  the 
South ;  came  to  this  port  some  si.v  months  ago,  having  run  the  blockade 
at  Charleston.  I  think  she  will  load  for  the  South  aud  not  go  to 
Calcutta. 

The  steamer  ;Vflmp/i  is  sailed  11th  instant.  She  has  45  tons  of  powder, 
23  (!Wt.  cartridges,  113,00(J  pair  wolleii  blankets,  20  C.  lead  shot,  upward 
of  4  tons  steel  bars,  etc. 

The  ./)(/t(i  Utihcr,  alias  Annie  ChUds,  is  taking  on  to-day  20  complete 
Heldpieces.     Uer  cargo  will  he  very  valuable. 

From  dispat«h  of  consul  at  Liveriwol,  dated  May  21: 

The  Adela  entered  to  load  for  Nassau  yesterday. 
The  Despatch  also  entered  yesterday  to  load  for  Nassau.  Tlds  steamer 

is  very  fast,  it  is  said,  and,  like  the  Aiiela,  has  been  purchased  on  this 
account. 

The  steamer  Ulanley,  heretofore  reported  by  me,  cleare<l  on  the  16th 
instant  for  St.  Thomas.  I  have  been  informed  that  this  steamer  bad 
been  purchased  by  the  Southern  agents,  but  there  are  some  thiDg.i  in 
uonnei'tiou  with  her  sailing  which  has  caused  me  to  doubt  whether  she 
has  been  so  purchased.  The  evidence  does  not  make  it  clear  to  my 
mind  either  one  way  or  the  other. 
The  ship  Roitcoe  cleared  for  Nassaa  on  the  l€th  instant.  There  is  no 

doubt  about  this  vessel.  Her  cargo  is  for  the  South,  and  she  has  been 
loaded  for  the  pur[>ose  of  running  theblockade;  84J*  tons;  old  vessel. 

The  Romlind,  formerly  the  Princcn  h'oyal,  now  loading  with  goods 
and  munitions  of  war  by  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Oo.  for  the  rebel  Uovem- 
ment.  Captain  Wallace  is  to  command  her,  aud  she  will  clear  for 
Najisau;  IIH)  tons. 
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Extracts  from  dispatch  of  the  consul  at  Glasgow,  dated  May  16, 1862 : 

•  •  *  Three  steamers,  built  of  iron,  and  all  swift,  crack  boats,  are 
now  ready  to  sail  from  this  port  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  block- 

ade. They  all  go  by  the  way  of  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  and  though  not 
one  carries  out  her  cargo  from  here,  they  will  all  be  laden  chiefly  with 
arms  and  ammunition.  They  have  all  been  clandestinely  fitted  out  40 
miles  below  here,  at  the  ports  of  Greenock  and  Dumbarton,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Clyde. 

The  first  is  the  new  iron  steamer  Columbia^  of  about  1,000  tons  bur- 
den. She  cleared  from  here  yesterday  for  Hamburg,  ostensibly,  carry- 

ing only  coals  and  eight  guns.  She  may  sail  directly  for  the  Southern 
coast,  but,  from  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  she  goes 
to  Hamburg  for  cargo  and  thence  on  her  contraband  mission.    *    •     • 

The  second  is  the  Leopard^  of  about  the  same  size  and  tonnage,  a 
swift  side-wheel  boat.  She  sailed  yesterday  also,  for  Cardiff,  where 
she  is  to  take  in  her  contraband  cargo.  From  here  she  carries  only 
coals  and  a  large  quantity  of  sea  stores.  Her  captain  told  one  of  my 
spies  that  he  was  bound  for  Charleston.    •    *    • 

The  third  is  the  Adela,  of  about  the  same  size  as  the  others.  She  has 
cleared  for  Liverpool  in  ballast.    *    *    * 

From  consul  at  LoodoUy  dated  May  16: 

The  Melita  is  in  the  Thames,  about  30  miles  below  London,  taking  in 
gunpowder.  She  will  take  on  450  barrels  of  powder  there  and  then 
proceed  to  sea  for  Nassau.  Yon  may  rely  on  the  amount  above  given  as 
the  quantity  she  will  have  on  board,  besides  the  batteries  of  cannon, 
Enfield  rifles,  saltpeter,  blankets,  etc.,  heretofore  reported.  She  will 
draw,  when  ready  for  sea,  about  18  feet  of  water  aft,  and  will  no  doubt 
be  ready  to  leave  this  evening  or  to-morrow. 

For  some  time  I  have  been  observing  the  movements  of  a  fast  side- 
wheel  steamer  here  now,  called  the  Merrimac.  She  is  new  and  was 
first  named  Nangis.  She  was  built  under  contract  to  run  22  miles  per 
hour.  •  •  •  She  has  several  large  rifled  cannon  on  board  and  a 
large  quantity  of  shells.  •  •  •  The  guns  are  about  12  feet  long  and 
8-inch  bore.  I  think  she  has  been  purchased  by  the  Confederates  and 
will  go  frill  of  munitions  of  war,  and  will  be  ready  for  sea  by  the  first 
of  next  week.     Draws  6  feet  forward  and  8  feet  aft. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  S.Navy,  of  destruction  ofscJiooner 
Sereta,  June  8, 186J2,  and  enclosing  reports  of  Lieutenants  Glitz  and 
Bunce,  U.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.j  June  26 j  1862. 

Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  statement  of  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Clitz,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Penobscotj  in  copy,  and  the 

reports  of  his  officers,  relative  to  the  grounding  of  that  vessel  while  in 
chase  of  a  schooner  running  the  blockade  on  the  8th  instant;  also  con- 

cerning the  destruction  of  the  schooner. 
On  the  14th  instant  Lieutenant  Commanding  Olitz  reported  his  vessel 

in  readiness  for  service.  I  forward  herewith  the  log  book  of  the  cap- 
tured schooner;  it  discloses  no  evidence  of  nationality. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  Department  in  its  communica- 
tion of  the  9th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  also  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy 
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of  a  report"  Just  received  from  Actiug  Master  >T.  D.  Warren,  command- 

ing tlie  n.  S.  a.  Victoria,  relative  to  the  outrauce  of  the  If^tishville  iuto Wilmington  on  the  liTtli  of  Aiiril. 
L.  M.   OOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Ftatf-Offieier,  Comdij.  Xortli  Alluntic  Bltieknding  Siiuadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Si-<Tctiiri/  of  Ihv  Nary,  U'»j(Ai«(7(on,  J>.  0. 
;En..|o.uM.I 

U,  a.  a.  GcnboAt  Penobscot, 
Off  Cape  Fear,  June  12, 1863. 

8m :  AgrepjiLlo  to  Oommander  Armstrong's  order  of  the  8tU  instant 
I  proceeded  to  tlio  westward  in  chaHo  of  a  strange  sail.  Wtien  near 
Shallotte  lulet  I  saw  the  chase,  a  schooner,  enter  that  inlet.  In  try- 

ing to  ohtain  a  good  position  for  shelling  the  vessel  1  oufortiinately 
grounded  on  a  bank  of  sand  ontaide  the  bar.  This  ship  was  runnlag 
slow  ill  4  fathoms  water,  heading  offfjiiorc,  when  the  depth  snddeiily 
clianged  U>  2  fathoms.  I  immediately  reversed  the  engine,  bat  before 
we  coald  stop  her  way  she  struck.  Sounded  about  the  ship,  ran  oat 
a  kedge  and  hawser  astern  and  hove  taut.  The  wind  offshore  from  the 
northward  and  sea  smooth,  but  the  tide  ebbing,  and  no  prospect  of  soon 

getting  oH'.  Immediately  dispatched  a  boat  in  charge  of  an  oHlcer  to 
communicate  with  Oommander  Armstrong,  senior  officer  off  (_'hi>o  Fear, 

This  ship  having  been  made  as  secure  as  possible  nntil  assistance 
could  be  procured,  I  dispatched  Lieutenant  Bunce  in  charge  of  a  party 
and  two  boats  and  de5troye<l  by  fire  the  schooner,  which  proved  to  be 
tlie  Sereta,  of  Nassau,  abandoned  and  without  colors,  loaded  with  salt, 
fi-ult,  et«. 

That  night,  about  11  o'clock,  the  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia  arrived 
and  commenced  preparationn  for  getting  the  ship  off. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nth.  before  that  ship  iM»uld  be  ̂ ot  into  posi- 
tion, the  tide  ebbed,  the  wind  changed  to  northeast,  creating  cx)nsider- 

able  swell.  The  kedge  anchor  coming  home,  the  vessel  forging  ahead 
and  thumping  heavily,  it  was  determined  to  lighten  the  ship,  first,  that 
we  might  get  her  off  the  more  easily ;  and,  secondly,  in  case  of  uousac- 
cess  to  prevent  the  Government  property  from  falling  into  the  bands  of 
the  enemy,  by  whom,  from  our  close  proximity  to  the  land,  we  were 
snrronn<le<i.  During  the  night  of  the  9th  the  wind  and  sea  moderating, 
the  ship  laid  easily  without  changing  her  position. 

The  10th  being  a  fine  calm  day  and  a  high  tide,  at  about  half  past  4 
p.  m.,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Slate  of  Georyia,  the  ship,  I  am  happy 
to  say,  floated  off. 

On  examination  I  find  the  ship  considerably  damaged,  bnt  not  so 
much  so  as  to  prevent  her  fr-om  attending  to  the  duties  of  the  blockade 
for  the  pre.'ient. 

I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  reports  of  Kngineer  Jones 
and  Carpenter's  Mat«s  Murdock,  of  this  ship,  and  Campbell,  of  the 
Victoria.  I  also  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Bunce  in  relation  to 
the  destruction  of  the  above-named  schooner,  Serela,  and  a  log  book 
fonnd  on  board. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  in  the  trying  position  in  which  I  was  placed 
I  was  nobly  sustained  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc.,  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 
Lietitenanl,  Oomnianding. 

Plag-Offlcer  L,  M.  GoLDSBOROUon, 
Comdg.  Jforth  Atlantic  Blockadinff  Squadron,  Hampton  Road*. 

-Smp.  271. 

i 
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[SubendOBure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Penobscot, 
Off  ShallotU  Inlet,  June  8, 1862. 

Sm :  In  obedieuco  to  your  orders  I  left  this  vessel  with  the  second 
cutter  and  gig,  manned  by  volunteers.  The  gig  was  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  J.  W.  Simmons,  who  was  accompanied  by  Assistant 
Surgeon  E.  0.  Ver  Meulen,  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  A.  Pool,  and 
Mr.  John  Glitz,  captain's  clerk.  In  the  second  cutter  with  me  were 
Acting  Master's  Mates  S.  K.  Luce  and  S.  H.  Damon  and  [Acting] 
Assistant  Paymaster  T.  H.  Haskell,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  We 
entered  Shallotte  Inlet  and  boarded  the  schooner  Sereta,  of  Kassau, 
New  Providence,  which  we  found  deserted.  Her  cargo  consisted  of 
BsAt  and  fruit.  She  being  aground,  burned  her.  While  returning  we 
were  fired  upon  once.  I  noticed  that  several  houses  in  the  distance 
displayed  flags  of  truce. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Francis  M.  Bunce, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  M,  B.  Glitz. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  June  8^  1862, 

Have  the  fortifications  at  Sewell's  Point  and  Graney  Island  been 
destroyed  or  blown  up;  and  if  so,  by  whose  orders!  Davis  has  cap- 

tured Memphis  and  destroyed  the  whole  rebel  lleet. G.  V.  Fox, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy,] 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Ooldsbobough. 

Report  of  FlagOffii^er  Ooldsboroughj  U,  8.  Kavy^  of  the  reopening  of  the 
Currituck  Cut  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  by  authority  of 
Oenerals  Wool  and  Burnside^  U,  IS.  Army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va,,  June  9,  1862. 

SiB:  The  President  of  the  Albemarle  and  Ghesapeake  Ganal  informs 
me,  through  Gaptain  Gase,  that  the  Gurrituck  Gut  of  that  canal  has 
been  cleared  out  by  the  authority  of  Generals  Wool  and  Burnside, 

that  it  is  now  navigable,  and  that  General  Buruside  and  statt'  came through  it  last  night. 
This  cut,  as  the  Department  is  aware,  was  obstructed  partly  by  the 

enemy  when  our  vessels  first  visited  the  Pamlico  waters,  and  subse- 
quently, more  effectually,  by  our  vessels  themselves,  since  which  time 

it  has  been  guarded  by  our  naval  vessels. 
The  clearing  away  ot  these  obstructions  has  been  done  without 

the  slightest  consultation  with  me,  and  unless  it  has  been  done  by  the 
authority  of  the  Government,  I  can  not  but  regard  the  proceeding  as 
strange  and  inconsiderate,  to  say  the  least  of  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-Ojfficer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Letter  from  Commander  GilUs,  U.  S.  JVatty,  to  Flafi-Offlcer  GoMaborongh, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regardiiig  affairs  in  the  James  Biver. 

U,  8,  Stbam  Sloop  Waohchbtt, 
Turkey  Island,  James  Uiver,  Virginia,  June  9,  1802. 

Sib;  Nothing  new  of  itniKtrtauce  transpiriog  here.     [  iuformcd  you 
of  the  troops  under  General  Wise  above  the  house  of  Mr.  Aiken  and 
along  Iiigh  bluffs  of  river. 

I  send  two  lighters,  or  tobacco  boats,  by  Ooeur  de  Lion,  under  the 
impression  they  may  be  of  some  service;  also  souae  contrabands  to 

Fortress  Monroe;  they  were  to  be  set  at  work  on  enemy's  batteries. 
Do  you  desire  them  sent  to  yon ! 

Your  dispatch  of  (ith  instant  received  to-day.  Will  send  a  vessel  to 
Jamestown  Island  to  destroy  some  guns  said  to  be  baried  there. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  next  mail  T     It  contains  my  reasons. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Jplag-Offlcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Nijuadron,  Norfolk,  \'a. 

jpor/  of  Commtindcr  Parker,   U.  S.  Navy,  oominandifig  U.  S.  S.  Cam- 
bridge, of  the  departure  of  that  vessel  for  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  V&MBSwaB, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  June  9, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  will  leave  this  port 
to-day  for  her  destination  off  Wilmiuctou,  N,  C,  in  obedience  to  orders 

"  from  the  Navy  Department  to  that  effect. 
'  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, Wm.  a.  Parker, 

Commandier. 

\  Flag-Officer  L,  M,  GoLOSBORoroB, 
Oomdg.  Atlantic  Blockading  Hqitadron,  Hampton  Road/i,  Virginia. 

'ommuwler  TotU^n,  U.  S.  Nnry,  of  arrival  of  ike  U.  S.  ship 
Brandywine  at  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S[HIP|   liEANDTWIKE, 

Hampton  Koads,  June  !),  li<62. 
Sir:  I  have  to   report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  here,  having  left 

Baltimore  on  thefith  in  tow  of  the  I'.  S.  S.  Mystic. 
Id  consequence  of  heavy  weather  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  the 

roods.  As  soon  as  I  can  get  the  vessel  secured  at  her  moorings  I  shall 
have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  in  person. 

'  I'orwurd  herewith  a  list  of  what  stores  are  now  on  board  subject  to uisition. 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  TOTTBN. 
Gommawler. 

Flag-0£Bcer  L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUOH, 
Commandi^  North  AiUmtic  Blockading  .SV/wnrfioji. 

hav 
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B^^ori  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldahoroughy  U.  8.  Navy j  giving  stations  of  vessels 
^  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk,  Va.j  June  *?,  186J2. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  a  statement  of  the  present  disposi- 

tion of  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron. 

Vessel. 

Minnesota   
Zouave,  tug   
Rescue,  tug   
Seminole   
TouDg  America,  tug   
Roman,  storeship   
Charles  Phelps,  storeship . . . 
William  Badger,  storeship . . 
stars  and  Stnpes  (ordered  to 
Wilmington)   

Commodore  Bamev,  repairing 
Ben  Morgan,  hospital  ship . . 
Cohasset,  tug   
Mystic   
Morse,  repairing   
Dragon,  ing,  repairing  (be- 

longs np  James  River)   
Brandy  wine,  storeship   
Wachusett   
Mahaska   
Galena   
Port  Royal   
Aroostook   
Jacob  Bell   
Southfleld   
Island  Belle   
Monitor   
Maratanza   
Stepping  Stones   
CcBur  de  Lion   
Delaware   

Stotion. 

Norfolk,  Va. Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Hampton  Roads. Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 
Do. Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. Da 

Vessel. 

Sebago   
Marblehead.. 
Corwin   
C^ocnra   
Cnrritnck  ... 
Philadelphia. 

Station. 

York  River. Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. Sounds   of   North 

Carolina. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Hetzel   
Shawsheen 
Ceres   
Whitehead 

Seymour . . . Louisiana. . Ellis   
Lockwood  . 
Putnam   
Brinker. . . 
Granite.... 
Daylight     Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Mounl  Vernon   ■  Off  Wilmington, N.C. 
Montioello   
Penobscot   
State  of  Georgia 

Chippewa   Victoria   
Cambridge   
nnderwnt«r .... 
Femandina 
Valley  Citv 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Baltimore,  Md. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. Jamestown,  repairing     Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Commodore  Perry  and  Hunchback  are  under  orders,  dated  June  4, 
to  proceed  to  Beaufort,  K.  0.,  and  there  await  further  orders  from  me. 
Intended  for  Wilmington. 

The  Brandywine  (storeship)  arrived  at  Hampton  Eoads  this  morning 
from  Baltimore,  in  tow  of  the  Mystic. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  7).  C. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  June  .9,  JSfi^. 
Let  the  Hunchback  and  Commodore  Perry  remain  in  the  sounds  of 

North  Garolina,  and  do  not  withdraw  any  inore  vessels  from  those 
waters. 

GiDBON  Welles. 

Flag-Oflacer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Norfolk,  Va. 
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Order  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough^  U,  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Mc- 
Coohj  U.  8.  Navy  J  commanding  U.  8.  8.  8tar8  and  Stripes,  to  report  for 
duty  off  Wilmington,  N,  G, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  9, 1862. 

Sir  :  Take  on  board  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  under  your  command,  as 
much  coal  as  she  can  carry,  a  corresponding  supply  of  i)rovisions,  and 
a  full  supply  of  ordnance  stores,  and  proceed  with  her  without  delay 
off  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  officer  there 
for  duty  to  assist  in  blockading  the  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  S.  McCooK, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  8.  Stars  and  Stripes,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  June  10, 1862. 

(Received  9: 45  a.  m.) 

Sir:  Your  telegram*  of  the  8th  did  not  reach  me  until  last  night. 
The  I'reaident  when  here  said  to  me  that  whatever  General  Wool  and 
myself  thought  best  with  regard  to  destroying  the  works  left  by  the 
enemy  could  be  done,  and  General  Wool,  on  being  consulted,  most 
decidedly  agreed  with  me  in  opinion  that,  in  view  of  a  possible  reverse 
at  Richmond,  they  should  be  destroyed.  Accordingly,  the  casemates, 
magazines,  and  bombproofs  at  Pig  Point,  SewelPs  Point,  Craney  Island, 
and  Pinner's  Point,  together  with  the  tog  [log]  huts  at  each  of  these 
)laces,  have  been  blown  up  and  burned,  but  the  parapets  and  embrasures 
as]  a  general  thing  still  remain,  and  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  disturb  them 
\irther  unless  ordered  to  do  so.  In  a  day  or  two  I  shall  ship  to  Wash- 

ington fourteen  Dahlgren  9-inch  guns,  one  10-inch,  one  11-inch,  and 
three  heavy  9-pounders,  with  their  carriages,  all  belonging  to  our  1h  avy. 
The  8-inch  guns  and  the  32pounders  worth  saving  I  propose  to  send 
to  the  navy  yard,  unless  the  Department  wishes  me  to  do  otherwise. 
The  32-pounder  rifled  by  the  enemy  I  have  had  destroyed,  and  also 
some  old  32-pounders  and  carronades.  Removing  the  guns  in  many 
cases  is  a  very  laborious  and  tedious  job,  the  weather  here  of  late  hav- 

ing been  much  against  us  and  rendered  the  roads  very  difficult  of  use. 
I  congratulate  the  Department  upon  the  glorious  success  of  Captain 

Davis. 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

F  lag-Officer. 
Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

Order  of  F lag-Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Rowan, 
U.  8.  Navy,  annulling  •orders  to  If,  8.  steamers  Commodore  Perry  and 
Hunchback. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.j  June  10, 1862. 

Sir:  The  orders  sent  to  you  recently  in  duplicate,  directing  the 
Hunchback  and  Commodore  Perry  to  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and 

"  Se4«  p.  467. 
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there  await  farther  orders  from  me,  are  hereby  annulled.  Should  they 
have  gone  there  before  this  reaches  you,  write  to  their  commanding 
officers  without  delay,  or  communicate  with  them  otherwise,  and  say 
to  them  that  it  is  my  orders  that  they  return  immediately  to  the  sounds 
and  again  act  under  your  authority  until  further  directions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUOH, 

Flag-Officer^  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  Stephen  0.  Eowan,  U.  S,  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  iyi  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  McCook^  XT,  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Stars 
and  Stripes,  of  the  impaired  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 
Hampton  Roads,  June  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  chief  engineer  of  this  vessel  has  to-day  reported  to  me  that 
before  we  go  to  sea,  where  we  will  be  exposed  to  rough  weather,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  overhaul  and  repair  one  of  the  main  shaft  bearings. 
He  and  his  senior  assistant  have  expressed  it  as  their  opinions  that  to 
go  to  sea  as  we  now  are  would  be  dangerous;  that  the  bearing  would 
certainly  heat  so  badly  in  a  seaway  as  to  disable  the  engine.  They  also 
say  that  even  after  the  bearing  is  repaired  the  engines  will  never  work 
well  in  a  seaway  so  long  as  the  propeller  is  as  far  out  of  the  water  as  at 
present;  that  every  time  the  vessel  rises  to  a  sea  she  will  first  entirely 
submerge  the  propeller  and  then  throw  it  nearly  out  of  the  water, 
thus  causing  the  engines  to  race  or  run  irregularly,  and  endangering 
them.  This  latter  defect  could  be  partially  remedied  by  increasing  the 
draft  of  the  vessel  to  10  feet  aft.  With  the  means  in  my  power  I  can 
bring  her  no  deeper  than  9  feet. 

He  gives  as  his  reason  for  not  sooner  reporting  the  machinery  unfit 
for  sea  service  that  he  supposed  we  would  only  be  required  for  smooth- 
water  service,  and  that  he  expected  to  soon  go  into  some  port  where 
everything  could  be  repaired.  All  the  work  necessary  to  repair  the 
bearing  can  be  done  either  here  or  at  Norfolk.  The  engineer  says  it 
will  require  from  five  to  six  days.  Probably  I  could  find  some  ballast 
at  the  navy  yard  that  would  bring  me  deeper  in  the  water.  If  you 
desired  to  use  the  vessel  in  smooth  water  altogether  the  engineer  says 
she  can  be  so  employed  with  perfect  safety. 

I  will  have  all  ordnance  stores  aboard  this  evening,  and  to-morrow 
will  take  in  coal  and  provisions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  orders  to  report 
off  Wilmington,  N.  C. ;  also  your  note  of  the  9th.  I  assure  you,  sir, 
it  is  very  mortifying  to  be  forced  to  report  at  this  late  hour  that  my 
vessel  stands  in  ne^  Df  repairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
ft.  S.  McCooK, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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irtlfr  of  Flaji-Offirer  Oold^boroufih^  V,  S.  A'ttPi/,  '*  Lieutenant  ArnoM, 
V.  S,  Navy,  cnmmaniling  U,  S.  S.  Myttiv,  to  proceed  to  duty  uff  WU- 
mintjton,  Jf.  C. 

U.  a.  Flagship  Mimnbsota, 

Norfolk;  I'a.,  June  10,  1862. 
SiK:  After  having,  with  as  little  delay  as  |>oa.sible,  got  on  bwiird  all 

ueccBsary  provisious,  stores,  coal,  etc.,  and  otherwise  prepared  your 

vessel  for  sea,  yoa  will,  with  all  dispatch,  proceed  with  her  ofl'  Wil- iniiit;tou  and  report  to  the  senior  oillcer  there  lor  duty  lu  blockading 
that  )mrt. 

From  the  aocoiapauying  extracts  from  the  foreign  correspondence  of 
Government.lately  received,  relative  to  the  fittingoutof  vessels  abroad 
to  violate  this  blockade,  to  which  your  especial  attention  is  called,  yon 
will  perceive  the  necessity  for  nncieasing  and  increasing  vigilance  iu 
wiitvhin^'  the  entrances  to  the  port  of  Wilmington. 

[  am,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.    M.    GOLDBBOBOUGH, 

Flno-Ofiuvr-. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  N.  T,  ARNOLD,  U.  ij.   Navy, 

Commitiuting  U.  A',  A'.  Mt/stiv,  Hampton  Roads,  Virj/hiia^ . 

hder  of  the  Seerettiri/  of  ike  Naty  lo  Fliig-Offifer   OoMnborougk,  V,  X 
Jfavy,  regariHnij  Ike  nun/  ho»pital  at  Norfolk: 

Navy  DepARTSIENT,  June  lo,  isu:!. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  6th  instant  has  been  received.  The  navy 

liospital  must  be  turned  over  to  the  Navy,  but  the  invalids  and  wounded 
of  the  Army  being  in  occupancy  it  would  not  be  pi'oper  to  disturb 
them.  On  the  contmry,  iill  projjer  facilities  should  be  extended  to 
them  comjiatible  with  the  demaudH  and  absolute  i'e(|uireiueiitH  of  the 
naval  service,  whieh  are,  of  course,  preeminent. 

- 1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GiuEON  Welles. 

Fhig-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldsborcjiiou, 
Covimitndini/,  etc.,  Norfolk,  Va. 

eport  of  Commander  (HllU,  U.  S.  Nary,  of  information,  recelted  from 
aenerters  regarding  Dreirri/'ii  IHuff  and  eiuioidng  report  regardiny  the 
destruction  of  defenses  on  Jamestoicn  Inland. 

V.  3.  Steam  Sloop  Wachitsbtt, 
Turkey  Island,  Jamen  Hirer,  Virginia,  June  10,  18f>2. 

'■  SiB:  I  resjwctfully  state  that  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  was 
received  9th.    The  instructions  it  contains  shall  be  promptly  attended 

'  to,  so  far  as  supplies  here  will  admit.     Please  receive  requisitions  from sonic  of  the  vessels  here. 

Yesterday,  in  the  haste  of  dispatching  the  Cirnr  dr.  lAon  with  dis- 
charged coal  schooner,  lighters,  and  contrabands,  some  reiiuisitions  for 

stimll  stores,  etc.,  were  enclosed  to  you  through  mistake,  which,  when 
returue<l,  will  be  attended  to  here. 
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A  flag  of  trace  brought  to  City  Point  a  dispatch  for  commanding 
general  at  Fort  Monroe.  It  was  sent  by  Cceur  de  Lion  and  was  proba- 

bly in  relation  to  exchange  of  prisoners.  Those  sent  np  in  the  Massa- 
chusettSj  including  pirat^,  after  waiting  three  days  returned  to  Old 
Point. 

[  Jiin6]  lly  meridian. — I  am  informed  by  Commander  Eodgers  that  the 
barriers  in  this  river  are  not  injured  by  the  freshet.  At  Drewry's 
Bluff  the  rebel  iron  battery  is  finished,  plated  with  6  inches  of  iron. 
They  have  also  there  an  iron  floating  battery.  This  information  is 
brought  by  four  deserters  firom  it;  they  say  twenty  left  with  them,  the 
others  working  their  way  down. 
Twenty  thousand  rebels  (soldiers)  are  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  river 

batteries,  one  of  which  is  located  2  miles  below  Drewry's  Bluff.  Some 
contrabands  sent  were  about  to  be  employed  on  rebel  batteries. 

I  directed  the  Delaware  to  throw  a  few  shell  into  the  woods  back  of 

Bermuda  Hundred;  a  large  number  of  the  enemy's  pickets  there.  I 
have  dropped  down  to  Gi^  Point  to  fill  up  with  ordnance  stores  and 
provisions. 

Looking  hourly  for  return  of  Gceur  de  Lion,  Will  send  down  the  coal 
schooner  when  discharged  on  the  morrow,  13th.  More  coal  is  required 
to  provide  the  vessels  you  directed  filled  up. 
The  deserters  sent  state  that  4  tons  of  x>owder  were  sunk  in  an 

infernal  machine  in  James  Biver  a  short  distance  below  Drewry's  Bluff, 
arranged  to  be  sprung  from  shore  by  cock  and  cap. 

I  forward  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Beaumont  in  relation 
to  the  duty  assigned  him  at  Jamestown  Island. 

13th. — Your  orders  received  by  Cceur  de  Lion  to-day  shall  be  attended 
to.  I  have  forwarded  to  Commander  Eodgers  and  others  the  papers, 
etc.,  directed  to  them,  those  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers 
included. 

1  have  requested  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jeffers  to  give  me  a  state- 
ment in  relation  to  consul,  his  lady,  and  others  (officers  on  parole)  sent 

to  Fort  Monroe  by  my  permission,  which  I  will  forward  to  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Commanderj  Commanding  Naval  Force^  James  River ̂   Virginia. 

Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Norfolk j  Va. 

I  send  another  lighter  and  trucks  for  transporting  guns. 
The  Danish  officers  have  arrived  and  delivered  your  letter  to  Lieu- 

tenant Jeffers.    I  sent  them  up  river  to  visit  Galena. 
Heavy  firing  in  direction  of  Bichmond  this  forenoon. 

[Enclonnre.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Aroostook, 
City  Pointj  James  River j  June  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectftally  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  drder  of 
the  9th  instant,  I  proceeded  in  this  vessel  to  Jamestown  Island  and 
burned  the  carriages,  magazines,  and  buildings  attached  to  all  the  bat- 

teries defending  the  island  and  its  approaches  except  the  barracks  in 
the  rear  of  the  battery  on  the  west  end,  which  I  found  partially  occu- 

pied by  contrabands. 
I  dug  up,  spiked,  and  rendered  useless  all  the  guns  not  already  dis- 

abled.   I  also  destroyed  a  quantity  of  spare  iron  o^vSl  Xycvsa^  ̂ «^«^  ̂ ^"^ 
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gan  carriages  and  burned  several  large  tracks  which  had  been  used  by 
the  enemy  for  transporting  guns. 

I  was  delayed  one  day  by  rain.    I  communicated  with  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, military  governor  at  Williamsburg,  in  reference  to  the  continu- 
ance of  a  guard  at  the  island,  and  received  the  enclosed  dispatch. 
Very  resx)ectful]y,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 
Lieutenantj  Commanding. 

Commander  John  P.  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  Expeditionj  James  Ritier. 

Report  of  FUig- Officer  Goldsboroughj  U.  S.  Kavy^  of  movements  of  vessels 
at  Hampton  Roa^Sy  Virginia, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
NorfolJCj  Fa.,  June  11^  1SG2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Stars  and  Stripes  left  the  roads  last  evening  for  Wilmington,  N.  C,  for 
blockading  duty  off  that  i)ort.  On  the  9th  instant  the  U.  S.  Sfhip] 
Brandytcine  arrived  in  the  roads  from  Baltimore  in  tow  of  the  U.  8.  S. 
Mystic,  which  latter  vessel  I  have  also  ordered  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

The  extracts  from  the  dispatches  of  Government  agents  abroad  con- 
cerning prox>osed  attempts  to  violate  this  blockade,  and  sent  to  me  on 

the  7th  by  the  Navy  Department,  have  been  printed  and  sent  to 
Wilmington. 

In  obedience  to  the  telegram  of  the  9th  instant,  my  orders  to  Com- 
mander Kowan  to  send  the  Commodore  Ferry  and  Hunchback  to 

Beaufort  have  been  revoked. 
In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  communication 

of  June  9, 1  have  directed*  specific  reports  to  be  made  to  me  concerning 
the  evasions  of  the  blockade  of  Wilmington  by  the  Nashvillehy  all  the 
commanding  officers  ofif  that  port  at  the  time.  From  Lieutenant  Com- 

manding Braiue,  especially,  I  have  required  a  full  detail  of  the  facts 
within  his  knowledge  relating  to  his  action,  when  the  Nashville  was 
aground  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  The  copy  of  the  report  of 
Commander  Green,  under  date  of  May  24,  referred  to  in  your  letter, 
did  not  accompany  it,  as  is  stated  therein. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSnOROUQH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadro7i. 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J),  C, 

Order  of  Fla^f  Officer  Goldsborotigh,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillie, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  supply  deficiencies  tw  creics  tcith  contrabands. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  11, 1862. 

Sir:  Deficiency  of  crews  of  the  vessels  up  James  River  must,  if  pos- 
sible, be  miule  up  by  contrabands,  who  are  willing  to  ship.    We  have 

•  See  pp.  264-276. 
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no  men  here  to  spare,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  any  from  the 
North. 
Do  not  permit  any  contrabands  to  be  received  unless  they  can  be 

made  available  for  the  naval  service  and  undergo  the  required  physical 
inspection.  Do  not  allow  any  flag  of  truce  to  be  sent  from  any  vessel 
up  James  Eiver  except  by  your  authority. 
Be  very  careful  that  none  of  the  enemy's  forts  that  have  been 

abandoned  are  reoccupied  by  him,  or  others  established;  and  I  wish 
your  vigilance  to  extend  all  the  way  down  to  Pig  Point. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Ojfficer. 
Commander  J,  P.  Gillis, 

Commandinfj  U.  8,  8.  Wdchusett^  James  River ̂   Virginia. 

Report  of  Fl<i{f  Officer  Qoldshorough^  d,  8,  Navy^  regarding  disposition 
of  Confederate  documents, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Fa.,  June  11, 1S6J2. 

Sir:  Supposing  that  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  rebels, 
which  have  fallen  into  our  possession  at  this  place  (a  list  of  which  I 
herewith  enclose),  may  be  of  service  at  Washington  hereafter  in  the  way 
of  identifying  individuals,  etc.,  I  have  directed  them  all  to  be  boxed  up 
and  sent  to  the  Department  by  express. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-Offi^cer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  BlocJcading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa^hir^ton,  D.  0. 

[Enclosnre.] 

List*  of  C,  S.  Nary  account  hooka  sent  to  the  Nary  Department ^  Washington,  7).  C, 

1.  General  muster  roll  of  officers,  crew,  recruits,  etc.,  on  board  O.  S. 
receiving  ship  United  States,  Gosport  navy  yard,  from  July  1,  1861, 
to   . 

2.  General  pay  and  receipt  roll  of  officers,  crews,  recruits,  etc.,  on 
board  of  C.  S.  receiving  ship  United  States,  or  atta<)hed  to  batteries, 
etc.,  around  Norfolk,  in  North  Carolina,  etc. 

3.  Men's  ledger  accounts. 
4.  Men's  ledger  accounts. 
5.  Grog  or  undrawn  rations. 
6.  Officers'  pay  roll,  Gosi)ort  navy  yard,  secomd  quarter,  1862. 
7.  Pay  roll,  first  quarter,  1862. 
8.  Pay  roll,  fourth  quarter,  1861. 
9.  Copy  roll,  third  quarter,  1861. 

10.  Yard  roll,  second  quarter,  1862. 
11.  Account  current,  Gosport  navy  yard. 
12.  Register  of  pay  tickets,  ship  United  States  and  navy  yard. 
13.  Package  of  papers,  vouchers,  etc, 

*  Documouts  mentioned  in  list  not  foand  in  Navy  Department. 
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Eiqiiirf  uf  Flag  Ojfice)-  iiohhhorough^  U.  S.  iVouy,  regarding  huoyn  in  chan- 
nel way  leading  to  A'orfoll;,  Va. 

V.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  ra.,  June  13,  18GS, 

Sib:  Ou  getting  posseasioit  of  tliis  place  we  found  that  the  remain- 
ijig  huoys  of  the  cb^uuel  way  leading  to  it  had  been  purposely  placed 
in  wrong  position,  that  eeveral  had  been  taken  away  entirely,  and  that 
there  were  none  to  indicate  the  very  narrow  passageway  at  theobstnic- 
tions.  I  have  Lad  those  which  were  wrongly  placed  properly  restored, 
those  which  were  missing  replaced,  and  two  put  down  to  show  plainly 
how  to  pass  the  obstructions.  All  liave  been  frei^bly  painteil,  and  now 
the  whole  channel  way  up  to  the  town  is  clearly  pointed  out. 

I  am,  very  resi>ectt*iilly,  your  obedient  servant, L,    M.   GOLDSBOBOUaH, 

Fiag-Officer,  Comdff,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  SgiMoron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waahington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  Oommander  Jtowan,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  meeting  of  Union 
jteoph  at  Plymouth,  N.  C,  and  the  arrest  of  three  gentlemen  rcsitUng 
on  Scuppernong  Hirer. 

U,  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
0_f  Plymouth,  N.  C,  June  IS,  1S62. 

Bib:  A  meeting  of  the  country  people  took  place  on  board  this 
vessel  this  morning  and  adjonrned  to  the  oustom-hoose,  where  Colonel 
Hawkins  and  myself  made  a  few  remarks,  the  tenor  of  which  was  t^ 

the  efi'ect  that  the  Government  was  prepared  to  aid  them  in  throwing 
oil'  the  tyranny  that  now  oppressed  them,  and  to  put  arms  in  their 
hands  to  defend  and  assert  their  rights,  if  they  would  organize  into  com- 

panies and  come  under  military  discipline,  Tweuty-two  signed  their 
names  and  the  meeting  was  ac^journed  till  the  I'ith,  when  many  more 
would  tome  in,  enough,  jierhaps,  to  form  a  company.  The  commanding 
general,  at  my  snggention,  has  autborixed  Colouel  Hawkins  to  place  a 

company  in  I'lyniouth  as  a  nucleus  around  which  the  Union  men  can 
rally  under  the  protection  of  the  gunboats. 

Complaints  were  made  to  me  that  three  gentlemen  residing  on  the 
Scup]>eruong,  named  Linaey,  I'helps,  aud  Spvuel,  were  threatening 
vengeance  if  Union  men  should  t&ke  up  arms.  1  decideil  to  arrest 
them,  and  accordingly  ordered  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser  to  pro- 

ceed u))  that  rivei  in  the  Lockmood  and  arrest  these  parties  that  niglit. 
Captain  Flusser  returned  next  morning  with  these  gentlemen,  whom  I 
landed  on  Koanoke  Island.  I  informed  General  Burnside  of  the  cir- 

cumstance and  shall  refer  the  matter  to  Governor  Stanly  immediately, 
that  he  may  take  such  action  in  the  matter  as  will  moat  conduce  to 
strengthen  his  position  and  best  aabserve  the  object  we  all  have  in 
view — to  bring  back  the  Old  North  State  into  the  Union, 

I  had  u  very  satisfactory  interview  with  the  authorities  at  Edenton, 
The  Union  and  conservative  iieople  of  that  town  have  been  annoyed  by 
the  threats  and  bluster  of  Dr.  Warren,  a  wealthy  citizen  and  owner  of 
large  estates  in  the  vicinity.  I  sent  him  word  I  should  arrest  him  if  he 
did  not  keep  quiet.    He  has  left  for  parts  unknown. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  S.  C,  Rowan, 
Comdg.  V.  8.  Naral  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Varolina. 

Flag-Ofliccr  L.  M.  Qoldsbobouoh, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Hlockading  Squadron,  Hampton  lioads. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough^  TJ.  8. 
Navyj  in  view  of  the  fitting  out  of  steamers  in  England  to  run  the 
blockade. 

Navy  Department,  June  12^  1S62. 
Sir  :  The  Department  has  from  time  to  time  been  advised  that  a  fleet 

of  steamers  has  been  fitting  out  in  England  with  the  intention  of  rnn- 
ning  the  blockade  at  Charleston.  Bat  it  has  recently  been  intimated 
that  in  case  it  is  impossible  to  enter  Charleston  there  will  be  an 
attempt  to  rnn  the  blockade  at  Wilmington.  This  fleet  will  be  looked 
for  daily  on  the  coast. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOROuaH, 
Oommandingj  etc.j  Norfolk^  Va. 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan^  U.  8,  Na/vy^  of  movements  of  U.  8,  steamers 
Ellis  and  Hunchback  up  the  Chowan  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  Roanoke  Island^  June  13y  1862. 

Sir:  Learning  while  at  Edenton  that  the  enemy  was  concentrating 
at  Winton  and  would  probably  fortify,  I  ordered  Captain  Flusser  and 
the  Ellis  and  Hunchback  to  ascend  the  river  and  ascertain  the  state  of 
the  case  and  dislodge  the  enemy  if  he  opened  fire  or  attempted  to 
fortify. 

I  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  vessels  in  this  river  to  cut  off 
communication  and  stop  supplies  from  being  crossed.    Since  the  exten- 

sion of  our  pickets  they  can  not  be  taken  up  the  left  bank  of  that  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  FUtg- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  furnish  a  tow  for  the  submarine  boat^  from  Philadelphia  to 
James  River j  Virginia. 

Navy  Department,  June  I3y  1862. 
Sm :  The  submarine  boat,  47  feet  in  length,  at  Philadelphia,  is  all 

ready  to  be  sent  to  James  Biver,  and  you  will  send  one  of  your  small 
and  swift  steamers  to  that  port  to  tow  her  down. 

I  am,  resi)ectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Commanding^  etc.j  Norfolk^  Va. 

Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  J  regarding  the  navy  hospital  at  Norfolk^  Va. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Fa.,  June  14^  1862. 

Sm:  On  receiving  your  late  letter  with  regard  to  the  naval  hospital 
at  this  place,  I  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  General  I)ix,  and  requested  him  to 

*This  vessel  was  caUed  the  AlUqaior. 
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give  the  necessary  orders  in  the  matter  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  and 
yesterday  I  received  from  him  a  communication  in  reply,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy : 

Headquarters  Army  Corps, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  13, 1S62, 

Commodore  :  The  right  of  the  Navy  Department  to  the  naval  hospital  at  Norfolk 
is  admitted,  and  I  will  make  arrangements  at  the  earliest  day  practicable  to  remove 
the  sick  and  wounded  and  tarn  it  over  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respeotfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  A.  l)ix, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
Commodore  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Offioer,  Commanding  I^orth  Atlaniio  Squadron. 

The  hospital  is  now  filled  to  repletion  with  wonnded  soldiers,  and  in 
all  probability  it  will  be  some  time  before  we  shall,  in  fact,  have  any 
real  nse  of  it.  Meanwhile  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  occupy  a  good, 
suitable,  and  vacant  building  near  Fort  Norfolk  for  our  sick  and 
woundea,  and  about  which  Fleet  Surgeon  Wood,  at  my  instance,  has 
already  addressed  the  Chief  of  the  Medical  Bureau  at  Wasbingtou. 
This  would  simplify  matters  very  much,  and  at  once  put  us  in  a  posi- 

tion free  from  all  embarrassment.  It  appears,  however,  somewhat 
difficult  to  get  the  case  distinctly  understood.  The  two  houses  at  the 
navy  yard,  officers'  quarters,  are  altogether  insufficient.  They  are  per- 

haps not  more  than  enough  for  the  marines  at  the  yard,  of  whom  twenty 
odd  were  on  the  list  day  before  yesterday.  To  occupy  the  building  in 
view  as  suggested  would  only  involve  a  nominal  expense.  No  furniture 
would  be  necessary  other  than  what  we  have  on  hand.  If  the  matter 
can  be  left  to  my  discretion,  I  will  arrange  it  forthwith,  and  in  a  w^ay 
that,  I  am  sure,  will  give  rise  to  no  trouble  or  difficulty  whatever.  Sev- 

eral sick  men  have  been  sent  here  from  the  southern  squadrons  per  the 
Ddcotah, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer y  Conidg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D,  C. 

Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Ooldshoroughj  U,  S.  Navy^  of  movements  of  rcsseU 
at  Hampton  Roads  and  acknowledging  Departments  communication, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Fa.,  June  14^  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Mystic  and  Stars  and  Stripes  left  Hampton  Eoads  on  Thurs- 

day evening,  the  12th  instant,  for  blockading  duty  ofl*  Wilmington, N.  C.  The  announcement  that  the  latter  vessel  left  on  the  10th  instant, 
as  made  in  my  Ko.  287,  is  erroneous. 

1  have  this  day  detached  Acting  Master  Fales  from  the  Brandy  wine 
and  ordered  him  to  this  ship,  supplying  his  place  on  board  the  Brandy- 
wine  with  Acting  Master  J.  F.  D.  Bobinson,  whom  I  have  detached 
from  the  William  Badger  for  the  purpose. 

I  have  received  the  dispatch  of  the  11th  instant,  informing  me  of  the 
detaehment  of  the  Jamestown  and  Femandina  from  this  squadron. 
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l?he  dispatch  of  the  12th,  warning  me  of  the  probability  of  an  organ- 
ized attempt  to  break  the  blockade  off  Wibnington,  has  been  received; 

also  that  of  the  same  date,  enclosing  extracts  from  tbe  foreign  corre- 
spondence of  Government  relative  to  the  preparation  and  sailing  of  ves- 

sels to  violate  the  blockade.  The  latter  have  been  printed  for  distri- 
bution. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant., 
L.  M.  GoLDSBORoaan, 

Flag-Officer^  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtorij  J).  C. 

Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fla^g- Officer  Golds- 
boroughy  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  in  readiness  for  service. 

Navy  Department,  June  14, 1862. 
My  Dear  Sib  :  I  send  you  a  substitute  for  the  old  law  of  1800,  with 

but  few  alterations.  Please  look  it  over  and  make  any  suggestions 
that  occur  to  you.  The  Paul  Jones,  now  arming  at  the  yard,  will,  I 
think,  be  ready  to  go  with  you,  though  Burnside,  who  was  here  day 
before  yesterday,  said  that  McGlellan  would  be  in  Eichmond  in  three 
days  of  good  weather — that  is,  to-morrow.  The  Adirondack  is  promised 
in  six  days,  but  these  matters  of  engines  are  very  uncertain.  However, 
every  single  vessel  that  is  ready  shall  go  to  you.  When  can  Eowan 
come  out!  The  Pmvhatan  wiW  be  ready  July  1  (so  they  say),  and  he 
ought  to  be  there  by  the  20th  or  25th.  I  believe  Davenport  is  the  next 
in  rank.  He  could  be  left  in  charge,  or  some  otber  officer  sent  there, 
as  you  may  advisie.  Samuel  F.  Hazard  and  Henry  French,  commanders, 
are  waiting  orders.  The  papers  report. that  the  Galena  sent  a  bearer 
of  dispatches  to  McGlellan,  and  that  he  was  captured  with  his  dis- 

patches. If  Gillis  had  applied  for  his  detachment,  instead  of  leave,  it 
would  have  been  granted. 

Very  truly,  yours, 
G.  Y.  Fox. 

Flag-Oflicer  L.  M.-  Goldsborough, 
Commanding,  etc. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingalls,  U.  S,  Army^  to  Lieutenant 
ShoMkland,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Currituck,  requesting 
reconnoissance  up  the  Fam/unkey  River. 

White  House,  [Pamunkey  Eiver],  June  14, 1862. 
Will  you  please  make  a  trip  up  the  river  and  back  to-day,  to  make 

observations  and  gather  information  of  the  rebels  who  were  depreda 
ting  yesterday?    We  would  like  to  know  where  and  how  the  parties 
croised,  or  where  they  come  from. 

Eespectfully, 
BuFus  Ingalls, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Aid-de-Camp. 
Captain  of  the  U.  S.  Gunboat  Currituck. 
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liejiort  of  Lieulenani  Phelps,  U,  8.  A'avy,  of  cnpture  of  schooner  Sfnrlighty June  14,  1862. 

V.  S,  8.  <;oB"\viN, West  Point,  Ta.,  J«ly  1,  18ti2. 
aiE:  I  have  respectfully  to  reijort  that  as  tlie  service  npou  which  I 

aiu  ongagud  would  iiot  admit  of  tny  detailing  temporarily  auy  of  the 
offict^rs  aod  crew  for  the  purirose  of  caring  for  or  Bendiug  in  prizes,  I, 
oa  yesterday,  seut  to  yoii,  iii  tow  of  the  Commodore  Barney,  IJeuteuaiit 
Commaudiiig  Chaplin,  the  Bchooner  Starlight,  of  East  Giver,  a  frigate's 
second  cutter,  and  a  large  flatboat;  also  one  anchor  weighing  805 

potinds,  with  45  fathoms  chain,  and  one  anchor  weighing  48'J  pounds 
(without  Ktock),  also  with  46  fatlioms  chain. 

The  Starlight  was  captored  on  June  14,  about  S  miles  up  the  Potopo- 
tank  Creek  [Kiver],  and  is  owned  by  Lieutenant  Robert  Berry,  C.  8. 
Army,  a  volunteer,  and  now  serving  in  the  rebel  army  at  Itichniond; 
she  was  commanded  by  his  brother,  James  Berry,  both  of  Gloucester 
County,  Va. 

The  schooner  has  been  in  the  emjdoy  of  the  rebel  service,  and  on  the 
morning  <if  the  4th  of  May  was  loaded  with  forage  for  the  rebel  army, 
bound  to  this  place,  but,  on  noticing  the  approach  of  this  vessel,  suc- 

ceeded in  escaping  np  the  creek  where  she  was  found. 
When  Keiiied,  the  forage  and  papers  hud  been  removed  iiud  there  was 

DO  i)erson  on  board,     1  have  sent  her  in  .)UBt  as  she  was  taken. 

The  frigate*s  second  cutter  was  foun<l  in  the  marsh  up  the  Pamuukey Eiver. 
The  liatboat  was  at  the  shipyard  at  this  place. 
The  anchors  and  chains  were  taken  from  the  water  before  the  ship  or 

navy  yard  at  this  point,  and  had  been  ttsed  to  secure  the  light-boat, 
burned  by  the  rebels  when  they  evacuated  this  place. 

So  vessels  were  in  sight  when  tlie  above  captures  were  made. 
Accompanying  this  I  ro8i>ectfully  forward  a  correct  crew  list. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Thos.  S.  Phei-ps, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding. 

Flag-OfBcer  L.  M,  Goldsborough,  U.  9.  Navy, 
(Jomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Order  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Potter,  V.  S.  Nary,  to  low  the  submarine  boat  from  Philadelphia  to  Nor- 

folk, Va. 
V.  S,  Flagship  Minnesota, 

,  Norfolk,  Va.,  June  IS,  1862. 
Stit :  You  will  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  via  the  Delaware  and  Chesa- 

peake Canal,  and  report  yourself  to  the  commandant  of  that  navy  yard 
as  being  seutfor  the  purjwse  of  towing  to  this  place  the  submarine  boat 
which  has  been  prepared  there  for  this  station,  and  you  will  bring  her 
here  with  as  little  delay  as  ix>s8iblc. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L,  M.  GoLDSBOBOuan, 

Flag-officer. 
Acting  blaster  Amos  P.  Postkb,  D.  8.  Navy, 

OimmandiHg  V.  S.  S.  aalellite,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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Report  of  Commander  OlissoUj  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  bursting  of  guns  on 
vessels  off  Wilmington^  y,  C. 

U.  S.  8.  Mount  Vernon, 
Of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  June  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  of  Jane,  and  in  answer 
have  to  state  that  no  guns  have  been  burst  on  board  of  any  of  the  ves- 

sels on  the  blockade  off  Wilmington,  nor  am  I  aware  of  any  having 
been  so  disabled  on  the  side  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Flag  OflBcer  L.  M,  Goldsbobough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Telegram.] 

McOlellan's  [Headquarters],  June  15, 1862. 
Have  you  not  two  more  light-draft  gunboats  that  you  can  send  up 

the  York  River?  It  is  important  that  more  boats  should  be  there  to 
protect  the  transports,  etc. 

G.  B.  MoOlellan, 

Major-OeneraL 
Flag-OflBcer  Goldsborough. 

P.  S. — General  Dix  please  forward. 

[Telegnun.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Ya.y  June  16,  1862.    , 

Every  available  gunboat  of  light  draft  that  I  now  have  at  my  com- 
mand is  up  either  the  James  or  York  Biver.  I  may  have  a  couple  more 

in  a  day  or  two,  and  then  I  will  endeavor  to  accommodate  you. 
L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Major-General  McGlellan. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroir,  June  16,  1862 — 3:30  p.m. 
Major-General  McOlellan  desires  me  to  request  you  to  send  without 

delay  two  iidilitional  gunboats  to  White  House,  where  their  services 
are  much  needed.  Please  send  reply  that  1  may  communicate  it  to 
Major-General  McOlellan  by  telegraph. John  A.  Dix, 

Major-  Qeneral. 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Beaumont,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  Aroos- 
took, of  operations  on  the  James  River,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Aroostook, 
City  Point,  James  River,  June  16, 1862. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I 
left  City  Point  on  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  and,  proceeding  down  the 

N  w  R— VOL  7   31 



482        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADBON. 

river,  visited  tli©  battery  at  Acherabape  Greek,  and  burned  the  barracks 
anil  guu  carriages.  I  Ibiind  no  guns  at  this  point.  I  looked  into  the 

batteries  at  Hardy'a  [Harden'sJ  Bluff  and  Day's  Point,  and  examined 
tlie  banks  of  tbe  river  as  far  aa  Pig  Point,  but  saw  no  sign  of  the 
enemy,  nor  any  indicat.ioas  of  an  intention  to  reoccupy  the  batteries. 

1  aucbore<i  on  Matnrday  nigbt  (14th)  off  Fortress  Monroe,  and  on 
Sunday  morning  proceetled  to  Norfolk  and  reported  to  Flag-Officer 
Goldsborougb.  lietuming  up  the  river,  I  burned  all  the  barracks  on 

the  mainland  between  Acbershape  and  Black  creeks  [Bai'k  Kiver]; 
also  burned  a  large  flatboatat  Swan's  Point,  which  might  have  been 
used  by  the  enemy  in  crossing  tbe  river.  I  commuuicated  with  gnard 
at  Jamestown  Island  and  learned  no  news. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  C.  Bbadmoht, 

Lieutenant,  Oommandint/. 
Commander  J.  P.  GlLLlS,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Oommanding  Expedition,  Jamet  River. 

Letter  fr 
U.  &. 'rom  Ltetttenant-Colonel  TngalU,  U.  8.  Army^  to  Captain  Murray, .  Nany,  requettinp  mcannoissance  up   the  Pamttnkey  River   bv 
U.  8.  8.  Currituck. 

White  House,  Va.,  June  16, 1863. 
Captain:  The  General  Commanding  tbe  Army  bas  sent  Colonel 

I  William  VV.|  Averell  with  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  aud  Cap- 
tain Uildt,  two  companies,  Regulars,  across  the  river  Xo  night  at  this 

point,  to  scout  up  the  peninsula  between  the  Pamuukey  and  Matta- 
lK)iiy,  as  far  as  Ellet's  warehouse. 

Colonel  Averell  is  anxious  that  you  will  direct  the  Of/rrifMcit  to  ascend 
the  river  to-night  as  high  as  possible  and  return  to  her  present  berth 
to  morrow,  in  order  to  keep  attention  from  his  column  and  at  the  same 
time  to  perform  any  service  that  may  suggest  itself  to  the  captain. 

Very  truly, 
KlTFUS  In  GALLS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Aidde-Camp,  Quartermaster. 

Captain  MirBKAV, 
Commanding  the  Fleet,  Present. 

Rejtort  of  Lieutenant  Jefera,  U.  8.  }favy,  eommaTuJing  U.  8,  8.  Monitor, 
regarding  ventilation  of  that  vetiel,  aitd  enclosing  report  of  senior 
engineer . 

U.  S.  IKONCLAD  STBAMEE  MONITOR, 
Jiimen  River,  June  1(1,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  tbe  titb  iuotant 
of  )t  letter  from  the  Navy  Department,  under  date  of  May  M).  enclosing 
apian  and  description  of  a  mode  of  ventilation  proposed  by  Captain 
Ericsson,  to  remove  one  of  the  great  defects  of  the  Monitor. 

This  mode  of  ventilation  proposed  bad  occurred  to  every  one  ou 
Iward  who  had  thought  on  the  matter,  but  was  immediately  rejected 
by  nil  those  who  knew  anything  of  the  subject. 
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Furthermore,  this  plan  does  not  in  any  way  relieve  the  galley;  the 
necessity  for  which  is  evident  on  an  inspection  of  the  table  of  temper- 

ature annexed. 
Although  fully  satisfied  that  the  plan  would  not  answer,  I  did  not 

consider  that  my  opinion  alone  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  its  rejection, 
and  therefore  made  the  following  observations,  which  I  think  conclusive 
against  it. 

Saturday,  June  14,  ordered  to  proceed  about  25  miles  up  the  river. 
Shortly  after  starting,  starboard  blower  belt  broke;  during  the  time 
occupied  in  replacing  it,  in  order  to  maintain  the  steam  pressure  in  the 
boilers  at  25  pounds  (the  least  that  will  turn. the  turret  and  enable  us 
to  fire  our  guns),  the  throttle  valve  was  so  much  closed  that  the  speed 
of  the  vessel  was  reduced  to  3  miles  an  hour,  although  the  other  blower 
was  driven  at  the  greatest  speed  of  which  it  was  capable.  It  is  there- 

fore very  evident  that  one  blower  can  not  supply  sufficient  air  to  force 
the  draft  so  as  to  keep  up  steam,  and  this,  too,  in  firesh  water. 
Temperature  observed  on  board  the  Monitor : 

Friday,  June  IS,  186$,  at  anohar.—ln  the  galley,  from  8  to  12  m.,  156^ ;  12  to  4  p.  m., 
164^ ;  engine  room,  12  to  4, 128^.  Door  in  bulkhead  open,  blowers  mnning  slow, 
engine  room  hatch  open. 

/Saturday,  June  14, 186X,  iffKlanooy.— GaUey,  10  to  12  m.,  146^  to  150^ ;  water-closet, 
10  to  12  m.,  140^;  engine  room,  thermometer  hanging  over  reversing  gear,  both 
blowers  running,  120^ ;  one  blower,  138^.  Blowers  running  fast,  engine  making  60 
revolutions,  engine  room  hatch  on. 

Saturday,  12  m. — Thermometer  on  deck,  in  shade,  90° ;  in  son,  125° ;  berth  deck, 
120°.    Gentle  breeze,  hatches  to  berth  deck  open. 

When  in  action,  the  berth-deck  hatches  being  closed,  the  temper- 
ature oi  that  deck,  and  the  turret  can  not  be  less  than  130^  to  liO^. 

Human  endurance  has  a  limit,  and  it  is  impossible  that  men  should 
not  become  exhausted  if  confined  for  many  hours  in  such  an  atmos- 

phere. Thus  it  would  very  readily  happen  that,  if  attacked  by  one  or 
two  faster  vessels  of  much  inferior  force,  armed  with  long-range  guns, 
the  necessity  of  keeping  the  crew  below  would  finally  compel  the  com- 

mander to  destroy  this  vessel  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  enemy's 
hands  from  sheer  inability  to  work  the  guns.  So  at  sea  in  a  lesser 
degree. 
Having  thus  pointed  out  the  necessity  for  some  further  ventilation, 

I  now,  with  some  diffidence,  propose  a  plan  which  would  undoubtedly 
accomplish  the  end.  It  may  not  be  the  simplest  which  can  be  devised 
by  some  person  possessed  of  more  mechanical  ingenuity  than  myself. 

First.  Isolate  the  galley  chamber  by  placing  a  fight  bulkhead  forward 
of  the  boiler. 

Second.  Introduce  a  third  blower,  exclusively  devoted  to  forcing  air 
into  this  space  when  not  in  action,  but  to  be  turned  on  to  the  berth  deck 
when  in  action. 

Third.  Connect  the  galley  chamber  with  the  uptake  by  a  pipe,  to 
allow  of  the  escape  of  the  heated  air. 

Fourth.  Gat  air  ports  over  the  water-closets. 
I  enclose  the  report  of  the  senior  engineer  on  the  alterations  and 

repairs  required  on  the  engines  and  dependencies. 
To  perfect  the  ventilation  and  do  the  necessary  work  on  the  ma- 

chinery would  probably  require  but  two  weeks,  with  the  resources  of  a 
navy  yard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
William  N.  Jeffers, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nhvy, 
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[Buflloaim..] 
U.  S.  S.  Monitor, 

James  Rimr,  Virginia,  June  IG,  1863, 
Sib  :  In  accordance  with  yoar  request,  tlie  following  Tomarks  in  rel: 

tiou  to  the  steiiDi  machinery  of  this  vessel  are  reHpetitl'iilly  submitted : Before  we  cau  proceed  on  any  expedition  with  xatety,  requiriiiff  tbe 
machinery  to  be  in  operation  for  a  consideruble  period,  or  requiring 
certiiinty  of  action  wlieu  it  is  required,  alters^tions  and  repairs  an 
necessary  to  the  steam  machinery. 

All^ratiotta  to  pipes. — The  pipes  which  convey  Kteam  Ut  the  blowitig 
engines  and  aaxiliary  pitmps  sbould  be  changed  so  tbiit,  instend  ol_ 
talcing  the  steam,  as  they  do  at  present,  from  tlie  mnin  »<Ceam  pipe 
they  would  take  the  steam  from  the  boilers  direct.  This  is  rendered. 
necessary  from  the  fiurt  that,  if  from  any  accident  the  stop  valres 
require  to  be  Bhnt,  the  blowing  engines  which  supply  the  lire  room  with, 
air  and  the  auxiliary  pumps  which  supply  the. boilers  with  water  when 
the  engines  are  stopped  will  both  be  rendered  inoperative. 

In  the  present  arrangement  one  feed  pipe  supplies  both  boilers  with 
water.  The  au.\iliary  pumps  discharge  into  this  pipe.  A  feed  pipe 
should  be  arranged  with  separate  connections  to  the  boilers  for  tho 
auxiliary  pumps,  so  that,  should  au  accident  occur  to  tbe  main  feed 
pipes,  this  could  be  resorted  to.  I  would  also  recommend  that  the 
bilge  pumps  attached  to  tbe  engines  have  a  connectiou  lo  this  supple- 

mentary feed  pipe  just  mentioned.  Tho  bilge  jmmp  is  the  same  as  the 
feed  pump,  with  the  exception  of  the  air  ve.ssel.  My  reasim  for  this 
arrangement  of  feed  pipes  is  that,  should  an  acciilent  occur  to  tbe 
boilers  whereby  the  water  could  not  be  maiiitaine<l  at  a  proper  level, 
and  it  sliould  become  necessary  in  consequence  to  haul  the  fires,  the 
boilers,  to  say  the  least,  would  be  very  much  damaged,  owing  to  the 
almost  utter  iniiHtsKibiJity  t<i  quickly  haul  heavy  tires,  particularly 
when  the  weather  precludes  the  jiossibiUty  of  opening  tbe  hatch ;  beiioe, 
a»  a  precaution  to  such  an  utwident,  large  feeding  power  is  required. 

I  would  recommend  that  a  Woodward  crank  pump,  of  greater  capacity 
than  one  of  Ihe  Worthington  pumps,  be  substituted  for  one  of  these 
WorthiugtofiM,  for  the  reason  thiit.  notwithstanding  tbe  go()d  work- 

manship on  Worth  in  gton's  pump,  they  are  not  as  reliable  as  one  which 
employs  a  crank. 
The  suciiou  pipe  of  tbe  auxiliary  pumps  is  connected  to  the  main 

injection  pijHt  near  the  ship's  side.  When  the  engines  are  in  motion 
the  pumps  receive  but  very  little  water.  This  pipe  is  not  large  enough 
to  supply  lH)th  pumps  at  the  same  time;  it  should  |be]  enlarged  and 

attached  to  the  ship's  »ide  elsewhere,  or,  if  this  [is|  iui^nvenient,  con- 
iiecttHl  to  the  hot  well.  Tbe  delivery  pipe  of  these  pumps  is  not  large 
enough  for  lx>th  pumps  to  operate  at  the  same  time;  it  should  be 
enlarged. 

The  cocks  for  changing  the  exhaust  steam  of  the  blowing  engiaea 
fi'om  the  condenser  to  the  atmos]>)iere,  and  vice  versii,  are  at  present 
very  inconvenient  and  should  be  alLereil. 
The  engines  are  in  good  order,  with  the  exception  of  the  air-pump 

connecting  rod  and  attachments;  new  parts  have  been  ordered.  E 
think  that  tbe  valve  rod  of  the  main  valve  of  staiboard  en^ne  is  loose 
where  it  is  attache<l  to  the  valve;  this,  however,  merely  requires  the 
removal  of  the  valve  chest  to  adjust  it. 
The  blowing  engines  should  be  thonmglily  overhauled.  It  must  be 

borne  in  mind  that  these  engines  have  been  in  <»nstaut  use  night  and 
day  since  the  vessel  went  in  commissiou,  liOth  February. 
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Spare  parts,  viz,  piston  rod,  with  piston  attached,  crosshead,  shaft, 
crank  and  crank  pin,  eccentric,  with  straps  and  rod,  valve  and  valve 
rod,  brasses  for  each  of  the  journals,  and  gibs  and  keys  should  be 
ordered.  The  workmanship  on  these  engines  is  good,  but  the  wearing 
parts  being  too  small,  frequent  keying  up  is  necessary. 

I  would  recommend  new  blowing  engines,  built  in  a  very  substantial 
manner,  to  be  constructed,  were  it  not  for  the  length  of  time  required. 

No  opportunity  has  been  had  since  the  23d  February  last  to  haul  the 
fires  from  the  boilers.  The  fires  during  the  principal  part  of  tbis  time 
have  been  kept  in  such  a  condition  that  the  vessel  could  be  got  under- 

way in  the  shortest  possible  time. 
The  fires  should  be  drawn  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  so  that  the 

boilers  may  be  thoroughly  examined  and  cleanend,  such  things  as  check 
valves,  feed  cocks,  etc.,  requiring  grinding. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 
Isaac  Newton, 

First  Assistant  Engineer ̂   U.  8.  Navy^  Senior  Engineer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  N.  Jeffebs,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Monitor. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshoronghy  U.  8.  Navy^  of  arrival  at  Hampton 
Roads  of  U.  8.  ship  John  Adams. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolky  Va,y  June  17^  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  TJ.  S. 
])ractice  ship  John  Adams  arrived  in  the  roads  yesterday  afternoon 
from  Newi)ort,  R.  I. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-Offi>cerj  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  Commander  OilliSj  U.  8.  Navy,  of  affairs  tip  the  James  River^ 
Virginia. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Wachusett, 
James  River,  Virginia,  June  17, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  forward  several  communications  for  your  consid- 
eration. Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Behm  desires  to  see  you  in 

relation  to  some  of  his  crew  whose  term  of  service  has  expired.  He 
has  taken  on  boanl  here  such  articles  on  requisition  as  could  be  fur- 

nished ;  will  supply  from  Brandywine  deficiencies. 
1  sent  the  Monitor  to  relieve  the  Oalena  at  Sturgeontown.  On  pas- 

sage down  the  Oalena  was  fired  at  from  the  bluffs  above  Turkey  Island. 
She  returned  yesterday  to  shell  the  place.  The  Port  Royal  accompanied 
her  and  returned  same  evening;  she  is  taking  in  stores  here.  We  are 
awaiting  arrival  of  coal  vessel  by  Island  Belle. 

The  OalenaretxxTued  this  morning.  Shortly  afber  she  had  anchored 
our  vessels  were  opened  upon  from  the  bluff  at  City  Point  (at  9:45  a. 
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m.)  by  artillery  and  small  arms.  We  retiirnf^  the  impertiueut  attack 
with  sboll  aud  shrapoel,  silenced  and  drove  back  tlie  gnerrilla  rebel 
force. 

It  is  ttioa^ht  necessary,  to  make  the  trial  trip  for  speed  of  OaUna^ 
that  she  should  have  her  coal  bQnkers  filled,  and  to  go  down  to  where 
there  may  be  sufficient  water  and  reach  of  river  to  test  her  speed 
fairly,  which  will  be  attended  to  so  soon  as  coal  Ib  procured. 
Herewith  please  find  Lieutenant  Commanding  Beaumont's  report* 

on  examination  and  destruction  of  enemy's  works  along  the  .lauiestowu 
[Back!]  River,  as  directed  by  you. 

I  feel  quite  onwell,  therefore  excoBe  my  brief  report  of  state  of  affairs 
here. 

I  am,  very  respectirilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander,  Comdg.  Xaval  Force,  James  River,  Virginui, 

Flag-Offlcer  L.  M.  OoLDSBOROuaH, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Hquatlron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Commander  Rowan,  U.  8.  Navy,  enclosing  report  of  Lieutenant 
Flusser,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  an  espediUon  to  Pasquotank  and  North  rivers. 
North  Carolina. 

TT.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 

Ojf  Washington,  N.  C,  June  17,  ISO'S. 
SiE:  I  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser  of  hia 

second  midnigbt  dash  into  the  enemy's  country  and  the  recovery  of 
another  light-Iiouse  apparatus  and  lens. 

I  was  gratified  by  tlie  receipt  of  your  order  conntermauding  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Perry  and  Hunchback  from  these  waters.    No  two 

officers  in  the  Na^-y  could  render  yon  more  efficient  and  gallant  service 
in  time  of  action  than  the  commanders  of  those  vessels,  aud  I  sini'erely 
hope  you  will  not  forget  Flusser,  whose  gallantry  iu  action  is  only 
equaled  by  bis  untiring  energy  aud  tact,  now  that  nothing  is  left  us 
but  moral  si>adion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
8.  C.  KOWAN, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  Naval  Forces,  Soundu  of  North  Ci'rolina. 
Flag-OfQcer  L.  JI.  Goldsboeodgh, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

XJ.  S.  S.  COMMODOBE  PEBET, 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  June  Hi,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  just  returned  to  this  place  from  a  visit  to  Paaquotauk 
and  North  rivers.  I  landed  at  Eii/abeth,  where  all  seems  quiet.  Near 
the  mouth  of  Pasquotank  I  landed  with  a  small  force  aud  brought 
off  the  bell,  lamps,  and  nil  cans  of  Wade's  Point  hght-house.  The 
lens  of  the  same  light  I  found  at  the  house  of  Midgett,  the  former 
keeper,  near  the  mouth  of  North  Uiver.  While  ashore  here  I  took 
some  arms  from  the  houses  of  the  rebels.    The  men  ma<le  their  escape. 
We  attem[)te<l  to  ascend  the  North  River  to  Iridiautown,  (N.  C.|,  to 

bring  down  a  tichnoner  laden  with  live  oak  timl>er  for  the  constrnction 
•Seep,  iBl. 
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of  the  rebel  war  steamer  at  Deep  Greek,  bat  found  it  impossible  to 
remove  the  obstructions  without  loss  of  time  and  great  labor.  These 
obstructions  were  placed  by  General  Wise  while  his  troops  occupiea  a 
position  at  the  canal  bridge,  to  avoid  an  attack  in  the  rear. 

I  hoped  to  catch  a  prominent  rebel  at  Indiantown,  and  being  foiled 
in  the  attempt  to  approach  by  water,  I  determined  to  land  at  some 
other  point  and  march  upon  it. 

I  landed  from  the  Putnam  with  her  commander  and.  some  seventy 
men,  soldiers  and  sailors,  f^om  the  Perry^  and  soldiers  from  the  Hunch- 
hack^  whom  I  had  brought  from  Plymouth  with  me,  and  made  a  rapid 
night  march  on  Indiantown,  but  our  bird  had  flown  ;  he  had  removed 
from  his  residence  weeks  since. 

A  short  distance  below  the  bridge  was  found  the  schooner  Scupper- 
nong,  partly  laden  with  oak  timber.  As  we  could  not  spare  time  to 
clear  the  river,  she  was  burned. 

After  breakfasting  at  the  house  of  a  secessionist  farmer,  we  returned 
to  our  boats  without  molestation.  A  portion  of  the  march  from  the 
boats,  5  miles,  was  made  in  a  few  minutes  more  than  an  hour.  I 
thought  it  pretty  good  for  men  not  trained  by  practice. 

The  apparatus  which  I  took  sometime  since  near  Elizabeth,  and 
which  I  rei)orted  as  belonging  to  Wade's  Point  light,  I  am  now  informed, 
by  one  who  professes  to  know,  is  a  part  or  the  whole  of  Hatteras  light 
and  a  portion  of  the  works  from  Bodie's  Island.  I  hope  the  information 
may  prove  correct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfdlly,  etc.,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  W.  Flusseb, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  G.  BowAN, 
Oamdg,  17.  8.  Naval  Faroes^  Inner  Waters  of  North  Carolina. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  FUig- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy  J  regarding  hospital  accommodations. 

Navy  Department,  June  17 j  1862. 
Sib:  Your  JSo.  293,  dated  th«  14th  instant,  has  been  received.  You 

are  authorized  to  make  the  needful  arrangements  to  occupy  the  vacant 
building  near  Fort  Norfolk  while  the  possession  of  the  naval  hospital 
is  pending.  The  sick  from  southern  squadrons  arriving  at  Norfolk 
should  be  transferred  to  New  York. 

I  also  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Nos.  292  and  294. 
Very  respectftdly,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  send  U.  8.  8.  Seminole  to  New  York  for  repairs. 

Navy  Dbpabtment,  June  17^  1862. 
Sir  :  Preparations  for  repairing  the  Seminole  at  New  York  are  now 

completed,  and  you  will  send  her  to  that  port  for  the  purpose  as  soon 
as  you  can  spare  her. 
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It  18  desirable  as  emm  ns  practicable  to  use  the  naval  signal  book 
reiierally  in  tbe  service,  aiid  you  are  therefore  authorized  (o  use  yonr 

pUcretio;!  in  the  matter  of  diatributiiig  the  book  to  vessels  commandetl 
(T  volunteer  ofticera. 

I  am,  i-espectfUlly,  ete., 
OiDKiiN  We: 

Flag-Offiuer  I,,  M.  Ooldsbobough, 
'  Vommanditig,  etc.,  Norfolk,  Va. 

r  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8.  Xavy,  to  Acting  Master 

f  Hayx,  U.  8.  A'at-y,  commanding  U.  8.  8,  Morse,  to  proceed  to  duty  in York  River,  Virginia. 

"U.  S.  FLAoaHii'  Minnesota. 
Norfolk,  Ya.,  June  19,  1862. 

8iH :  With  as  little  delay  as  possible  you  will  jnoceed  up  York  Eiver, 
Virginia,  with  tiie  U.  8.  S.  Morxe  under  your  comntiiud,  and  report  to 
Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  tJ.  Patterson,  eoinmanding  the  U.  S.  B. 
OAocurn,  and  senior  naval  oflieeron  the  river,  for  duty  in  protecting 
ibe  trauN]iorts  on  the  Pamunkey  and  otherwise  assisting  the  oper*> 
Ions  of  the  army,  as  may  be  directed. 

'  am,  very  respeetfully,  your  ubeilient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOSOIIGH, Flag-Ogicer..\ 

Acting  Master  Cummanding  Pkteb  Hays, 
Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Morse,  Hampton  Jtoadg,  Virginia. 

hrder  of  ike  SecreUiry  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Goldnhorough,  tT",  J Navi/,  regarding  the  s ubmaritte  propeller. 

Navy  Depabtmknt,  June  tt,  1863^^ 
'  SiB;   The  submarine   prn]teller   uudei   eontnurt  with    Mr.  Mart 

liomaB  will  leave  Philadelphia  ar  1 1  o'clock  a,  m.  this  day  tor  Uampto 
Koude,  via  the  lOhesapeabo  and  I)«]a^f^l^e|  Oanal.    The  bout  is  under 
charge  of  Mr.  Samuel  Kakin.     Mr.  Thomas  goe^  to  FortreBS  Monroe 
with  the  boat,  which  is,  or  should  be,  manned  with  twenty  men,  includ- 

ing the  master,  who  receive  940  per  niontli  each,  including  snbMstence. 
The  master  receives  at  the  rate  of  $1,300  per  annum  whilst  employed. 

If  the  crew  is  not  full,  you  can  supply  deficiencies.     9lie  is,  or  should 
be,  prepared  for  operation  with  two  torpedoes  and  all  apparatus  for 
Bubmarine  work.     You  will  employ  her  for  clearing  obstructions  iu 
Jntnes  Uiver,  or  any  other  submarine  work  you  may  think  projwr,  and 
supply  the  powder  on  Government  account.    A  tug  hajs  been  hired  to 
tow  her  t«  Fortress  Monroe,  which  you  can  discharge  and  use  one 
you  Lave  already  iu  use,  or  retain  her  with  the  propeller,  as  you  shall 
judge  best.     Please  re|)ort  wheu  the  propeller  anivee,  and  also  when 
and  where  she  shall  oiienite. 
The  obstructions  in  Elizabeth  Eiver,  and  also  the  jVerrimfu*  and 
^er  sunken  wrecks,  may  [lerhaps  be  looked  at. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 
<;i1)EON  Wku^ij. 

Flag-OIHcer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOEOtHiK, 
Commanding,  etc.,  Norfolk,  Va, 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flaff- Officer  GoUhhorough^  U.  S. 
JNavy^  enclosing  extra<!tH  from  dispatch  of  Z/.  S.  consul  at  Lh^erpool^ 
regarding  vessels  preparing  to  run  the  blockade. 

Navy  Dbpartmeni',  June  J!),  JS(;ji\ 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  extracts  from  dispatch  of  the  consul  at 

Liverpool,  dated  the  7th  instant,  in  reference  to  the  JuUa  Usher  and 
other  vessels  said  to  be  destined  for  blockaded  ports.  The  DepartnuMit 
would  again  urge  npon  your  attention  the  importance  of  an  efhcient 
blockade  of  the  port  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

No  means  in  your  power  should  be  spared  to  close  that  port  against 
the  entrance  of  vessels. 

1  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Ofiicer  L.  M*.  Golbsbobouoh,  Norfolk^  Va. 

[Encloeure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Liverpool^  June  7,  1S62. 
Sir:  I  have  information  from  a  reliable  source  that  the  rebels  are 

short  of  powder,  and  that  the  Julia  Usher  took  on  board  200  tons,  or 
about  that  quantity,  at  Queenstown,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  them, 
and  is  to  run  into  some  one  of  the  Southern  ports.  The  case  is  consid- 

ered to  be  desi>erate,  and  the  vessel  is  to  be  run  in  without  regard  to 
the  danger  or  risk.  The  powder  must  be  had,  and  Captain  Hammer, 
before  he  left,  expressed  himself  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  his  ability  to 
run  his  vessel  successfully  into  one  of  the  blockaded  ports.  My  inform- 

ant states  that  the  name  of  the  vessel  will  be  changed  and  her  whole 
outward  appearance  altered  so  far  as  they  can  do  it,  as  soon  as  she 
leaves  Queenstown.  He  further  states  that  she  has,  or  will  have,  a  set 
of  new  papers,  register,  clearance,  and  everything  to  correspond  with 
her  assumed  or  new  name,  and  that  there  will  not  remain  anything  to 
show  that  she  was  even  called  the  Julia  Usher,  The  old  papers,  most 
probably,  will  be  destroyed. 

I  presume  after  this,  most  of  these  vessels  will  use  paint  freely  after 
they  leave  port,  and  change  their  appearance  as  much  as  they  can, 
and  quite  likely  their  names  also.  It  seems  to  be  understood  that 
their  movements  are  watched  and  descriptions  sent  to  our  cruisers. 
They  will  resort  to  this  expedient  no  doubt  to  avoid  capture.  On  the 
3d  instant  the  steamer  Southwick  left  this  port  and  sailed  for  London. 
I  communicated  the  intelligence  to  the  consul  at  that  port. 

In  my  last  I  mention  the  return  to  this  port  of  the  steamer  Scotia; 
she  has  sailed  again.  Enclosed,  marked  No.  1,  find  among  other  slips 
one  cut  from  the  Liverpool  Post  of  yesterday,  stating  that  this  vessel, 
should  she  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  blockade,  is  to  run  in.  etc.    •    •    • 
Two  sailing  vessels,  one  of  427  tons  burden,  called  the  Enterprise^ 

commanded  by  Captain  Haynes,  the  other  called  the  Drogheda^  of  6(>0 
tons  burden,  commanded  by  Captain  Beveridge,  were  entered  to  load 
for  Nassau,  via  Cardiff,  on  the  3d  instant,  by  M.  J.  Wilson,  consignee. 
They  sailed  from  this  port  yesterday,  I  presume  for  Cardiff.  I  have 
written  to  the  consul  there  about  them. 

The^  Drogheda  \B  2kn  American  vessel;  was  formerly  called  the  Xm 
Woodbury.  She  was  brought  to  this  port  and  transferred  and  now 
sails  under  the  British  flag.  There  is  not  much  doubt  but  what  they 
are  intended  for  the  South. 

BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant,  . 
Thomas  H.  Dudley, 

Consul. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sewabb, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[SabeDclo«nre.l 

Slip  Xo.  1,     {Fr<m  the  Liverpool  Daily  Postf  June  6,  186S,) 

Running  the  Blockade. — ^The  Scotia^  steamship,  commanded  by 
Oaptain  Eustace,  which  cleared  from  this  port  last  Saturday  for  Nas- 

sau, but  put  back  on  Sunday  in  consequence  of  some  damage  to  her 
machinery,  sailed  again  yesterday.  It  is  understood  that  the  Scotia^ 
should  she  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  Northeru  States  squadron,  is 
intended  to  run  the  blockade. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  bloeh- 
ading  squadrons^  enclosing  extracts  from  dispatches  from  U,  S.  consul 
at  NassaUy  New  ProvidenoCy  regarding  vessels  preparing  to  run  the 
blockade. 

Navy  Department,  June  19, 1862. 
Sir:  The  following  extracts  from  the  dispatches  of  the  U.  S.  consul 

at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  are  transmitted  for  your  information : 
From  dispatches  dated  June  4,  1802: 
The  British  steamer  Tubal  Cain  arrived  here  on  the  4th  of  Jane  and  is  reported  to 

be  from  Liverpool,  aUhouffh  she  came  from  the  westward,  which  leads  me  to  believe 
that  she  has  tried  to  run  the  blockade  unsuccessfally.  She  is  a  loug,  low,  iron  ves- 

sel, bark  rigged  and  deeply  laden. 

From  dispatches  dated  June  8, 1862: 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  are  at  this  port  and  at  Cochrane  anchor- 

age (7  miles  to  eastward)  eleven  lar^e  steamers,  all  under  the  British  flag,  and  all 
undoubtedly  laden  with  arms  and  other  supplies  for  the  rebels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Commanding,  etc..  Port  Royal. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Commanding,  etc.y  Norfolk,  Ya. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farbagut, 
Commanding,  etc.,  New  Orleans. 

Flag-Officer  James  L.  Labdneb, 
Commanding,  etc..  Key  West,  Fla. 

Report  of  Fla^-Officer  Qoldshorough,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  movements  of  vessels 
in  York  River,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  20,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  prac- 
tice ship  John  Adams  went  up  York  River  on  the  morning  of  the  18th 

instant,  and  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Morse  proceeded  thither  this  morning. 
The  information  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  17th  Instant 

about  proposed  violations  of  this  blockade  has  been  printed  and  dis- 
tributed among  commanding  officers  on  blockading  duty. 
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In  accordance  with  your  dispatch  of  the  same  date,  I  have  taken 
steps  to  prepare  the  vacant  bmlding  near  Fort  Norfolk  for  temporary 
occupation  as  a  hospital  tor  the  sick  of  the  squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUOH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

•  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^shingUm,  D.  O, 

Order  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldshoroughj  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lock- 
woody  U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  tvith  the  U.  8.  8.  Daylight  to  New  Yorlc. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va,y  June  J20, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Department,  you  will  proceed 
to  New  York,  with  the  Daylight  under  your  command,  there  to  discharge 
those  of  your  present  crew  whose  times  have  expired,  repair  your  ves- 

sel, and  receive  a  new  crew  on  board. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  Samuel  Lockwood, 

Commanding  U.  8,  8.  Daylight,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  FUig- Officer  Ooldsbor- 
ough  regarding  proposed  destruction  of  railroad  bridge  at  Petersburg. 

Private.]  Near  Hampton  Roads,  June  20,  [1862] — 11  a.  m. 
My  Dear  Flag-Offioer:  I  received  your  note  with  a  long  growl 

just  as  I  was  leaving  Washington,  and  I  sent  it  to  Sedgwick  and 
Grimes.  There  is  every  disposition  in  the  country  and  Congress  to  do 
full  justice  to  the  Navy,  and  if  the  present  admiral  bill  fails  in  the 
Senate  it  will  be  because  Navy  officers  are  at  work  doctoring  it.  They 
could  never  pull  together  is  the  reason;  the  Army  (a  unit)  go  ahead  in 
general  legislation. 
The  President  sent  me  down  to  enquire  about  the  possibility  of 

destroying  the  Petersburg  railroad  bridge.  I  endeavored  to  avoid  this 
journey,  as  all  the  navy  bills  are  before  the  Senate  and  House,  and  I 
feel  the  deepest  interest  in  them;  however,  I  had  to  go,  so  I  took  the 
Yankee  and  went  directly  to  City  Point,  arriving  last  night  at  11:30 
p.  m.  I  returned  this  morning  and  x)roceed  directly  to  Washington 
without  going  on  shore  at  the  fort,  unless  we  are  detained  to  coal.  I 
should  have  called  up  to  Norfolk  to  see  you  but  for  the  bills,  so  you 
must  excuse  the  irregularity  for  the  public  good.  I  stayed  three  hours 
with  Gillis  and  Kodgers,  and  left  at  3:30  a.  m.  this  day.* 
•  •••••• 

Of  course  I  said  nothing  except  to  get  their  opinion  about  the  possi- 
bility of  destroying  the  bridge.  Neither  seemed  to  know  much  about 

the  Appomattox,  but  Bodgers  promises  to  make  all  possible  enquiries. 
I  told  them  the  Government  would  pay  $25,000  or  even  $50,000  to  have 
the  bridge  destroyed.  The  President  considers  it  of  vital  importance, 
and  wishes  every  exertion  made  to  accomplish  it  immediately.    My  own 

'  llfttter  omitted  of  a  personal  natox^. 
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opiiiiou  IS  that  the  cbaoces  are  better  vrith  Rodj^rs  than  anyone  else. 

Jenkins  ̂ 11  take  Gillis's  plaiC«,  hut  though  a  luni^t  accomplished  uflieer, 
he  is  but  one  above  Rodgers,  who  has  already  bornu  the  "bnrden  and 
heat  of  the  day,"  and  ahould  hardly  have  anyone  to  step  in  over  him  at 
the  last  moment.  I  think  yon  had  l)etter  write  a  fonlideuthil  letter  to 
the  Deimrtment.  stating  that  nvery  exertion  will  be  made  to  doRtroy 
this  bridge  and  that  a  comi»eleat  forte  for  any  emergency  iw  placed 
under  Commander  Kodgera,  whieh  will  obviate  any  mention  V>f  the 
matter  flrst  in  letters  from  the  Department.  There  is  another  bridge 
at  Swilt  Creek,  3  miles  north  of  Petersburg,  which  may  answer  the 
same  [turpo^e,  uuless  it  in  a  short  one  and  can  be  easily  replaced.  The 
vtilue  of  this  commuDication  destroyed  (to  our  cause)  can  not  be 
expressed  in  words  or  money,  provided  it  is  done  before  McClellaii 
lighln.  Are  you  all  ready  to  dash  at  Caswellt  I  ask  it  becaa.se  Far- 
raput  is  calling  fortbeee  gunboata  and  hesitates  tii  attack  Fort  Morgan 
without  more  force. 

B<-gi-etting  that  I  am  not  abh«  to  see  you, 
Trnlv,  yours, 

G.  V.  Fox. 
FlagOfBcer  CiOLDSHOROUiin. 

Letter /rina  AnKitttant  He^veUtry  of  tUr  Jfary  to  FIng-OfftciT  OoltUbortmph, 
17.  K  Navy,  on  departure  of  the  former  for  WashingUm. 

I'AssiHfi  Old  Point,  Jhhc  M.  ISHS. 
Dear  Sir:  Wyman  has  coal  enough  to  reach  Washington,  so  we 

push  on  without  stopping. 
I  send  a  package  to  you  by  tbe  pilot;  also  hirt  bill,  as  Wyman  has  no 

purser  and  can  not  settle  it.     Will  you  direct  its  paymentf     lie  is  a 
most  excellent  pilot. 

Yours,  truly, 
G.  V.  Fox. 

[FiagOllioer  (toldsbohough,  U.  S.  Navy.j 

Order  from  Fla^Offiixr  Goid*borovgh.  U.  A  Xar^,  tv  Acti)t0  Vohmteer 
Lieutenant  Hehvi,  C.  S.  jVary,  commanding  U.  S,  &  Southfietd,  to  pro- 

ceed to  York  River  for  duty. 
V.  S.  FLAGSniP  MlNKKSOTA, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  June  3u,  18t:;>. 
8n! :  You  will  proceed  up  York  River  with  the  liouthfielil  under  your 

command  and  report  to  Lieutenant  CommandingT.  H.  Patterson,  com- 
manding the  Ohociira,  and  senior  naval  officer  in  those  waters,  for  (litty 

in  protei'ting  the  army  transports  in  tbe  Pamankey,  and  otherwise 
affording  aasistance  to  tbe  army  of  General  McClellaii,  as  you  may  be 
directecl, 

I  am,  very  r«si)ectfully,  your  obcdieut  servant, 
1;.    M.   GoLDBBOaODlJH, 

Flag-O^cer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  Comdg.  0.  F.  W,  Bbhh, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S,  SoHthJietd,  Norfolk,  Va. 

(A  similar  order  made  out,  dated  June  lil,  to  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing J.  C.  Chaplin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  8.  Commodore  Bar- 

n<y,  Norfolk,  Va." 

I 

I 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Bunce^  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U,  8.  8.  Penob- 
scot, regarding  obstructions  in  Gape  Fear  Mvery  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Penobscot,  June  J20, 1862. 
Sir:  I  found  npou  the  bar  at  Little  Biver  lulet,  South  Carolina,  at 

low  water,  6^  feet.  The  pilots  assure  me  that  I  was  not  in  the  mid- 
channel,  and  that  I  could  have  carried  9  feet  at  low  water  over  the  bar. 
After  passing  the  bar  till  I  reached  the  slough,  about  400  yards  below 
the  wharf,  we  found  from  2  to  3  fathoms;  in  slough,  7  feet.  From  the 
slough  to  the  wharf  we  found  11  feet  of  water.  From  the  contraband 
mentioDcd  in  my  former  report  to  Captain  Braiue,  1  have  learned  the 
construction  of  the  obstructions  in  Cape  Fear  River  and  New  Inlet. 
They  consist  of  25  pens  constructed  of  heavy  timber,  mortised  and 
tenoned,  filled  with  stone  and  sunk  on  Horseshoe  Shoal,  in  New  Inlet, 
to  the  westward  of  Zeek's  Island,  and  one  brig  filled  with  stone  and 
sunk  in  the  same  place. 

The  obstructions  in  Cape  Fear  Biver  consist  of  two  rafts,  each  700 
feet  in  length,  anchored  off  Fort  Caswell,  at  the  rips,  bearing  southeast 
ft'om  the  fort  across  the  channel. 

m 

« 

JKrony  Ttntier. 

Zl2'.\.'.lAne?utr. 

> 

The  above  diagram  represents  one  section  of  each  raft.  The  distance 
between  each  section  is  20  feet,  and  they  are  connected  by  heavy  tim- 

bers, also  mortised  and  tenoned,  the  pointed  ends  being  up  and  down 
the  channel.  A  very  heavy  chain  runs  across  the  middle  of  each,  and 
they  are  anchored  at  each  end  and  amidships.  The  two  rafts  are  con- 

nected by  chains  in  mid-channel.  At  high  water,  parts  or  the  whole 
are  afloat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Francis  M.  Bunce, 

Lieutenanty  U.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  O.  S.  Glisson, 

8enior  Officer  off  Cape  Fear  River j  North  Carolina. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  McCrea,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  8.  8.  Jacob 
Bell,  of  an  engagement  with  batteries  at  Watkins  Bluff,  June  20, 1862. 

U .  S.  S.  Jacob  Bell, 
James  River,  June  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following: 
Yesterday,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  with  the  dispatches 

up  the  river  to  the  Monitor.  On  passing  the  red  bluff  known  as  Wat- 

kins  Bluff',  I  was  opened  \i\)0\\  by  two  field  batteries,  3  guns  each,  of 
12pounder8  and  6-pounders, and  about 500  sharpshootet^^ 
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The  chanDelbeiug  very  narrow,  aod  beisf;  obliged  to  go  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  blaff,  I  suffered  severely.  The  hail  of  bullets  from  thoBhHrr>- 
ebooters  pi^vetited  me  for  a  timu  from  responding,  as,  having  no  cov- 
eriug  for  my  mea  at  the  battery,  I  would  not  expose  tliem  to  the  heavy 
lire. 

A  ehot,  however,  came  and  carried  away  my  rudder  chain,  and  my 
vessel  got  ashore  in  front  of  the  batteries, 

I  was  determined  to  go  by,  so  mantjed  my  guns,  steiimitig  on  and 
forced  her  over.  Tlie  field  batteries  were  so  masked  that  I  could  not 
see  them  until  opened  upon,  though  the  upper  battery  raked  me  as  I 
headed  toward  it,  which,  from  tlie  nature  of  tlie  river,  I  had  to  do:  but 
we  stood  on  under  their  lire  for  about  live  minutoN  which  1  considered 
better,  lis  I  had  no  idea  of  retreatiug  until  my  duties  were  performed 
and  as  long  as  my  vessel  lasted.  As  soou  as  I  got  up  to  the  upper 
battery  the  lower  battery  raked  me  aft,  doing  more  damage  to  my  upper 
works  than  the  other.  I  think  I  should  not  have  been  damaged  so 
much  had  it  not  been  for  my  getting  ashore  in  front  of  them,  giving  them 
but  a  few  feet  between  rae  and  their  guns.  The  officers  and  men  beliaved 
with  their  accuatome<I  coolness  and  efficiency,  and  promptly  responded  to 
the  order,  "  Man  the  battery,"  though  under  a  lieavy  fiie  of  musketry. 
A  shot  has  i>6netrated  the  ̂ ange  of  the  port  wheel,  cracking  it  in  sev- 

eral places.  It  will  not  do  for  me  to  be  in  any  sciiwuy,  as  I  will  lose 
my  wheel.  The  starboard  side  of  my  i»ilot  bouse  was  carried  away, 
together  with  two  iron  plates;  in  fact,  my  npper  works  are  «ompIet«ly 
riddled.  One  shot  struck  the  valve  stem,  L>ending  it,  which  slowed  na 
down,  fortunately  not  stopping  the  engine. 

As  you  ordered  me  to  return  after  delivering  the  dispatches,  I  piissed 
down  again  after  night,  hut  Vi\»  not  fired  at.     Tea  shots  in  all  struck 
the  vessel,  to  sav  nothing  of  thequantityof  rifle  bullets  in  tbe  woodwork. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
E.  P.  McCbea, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  am  thankful  to  say  not  one  on  board  wns  injured.  The  bat- 
tery was  a  flying  battery  of  artillery,  and,  as  1  afterwards  learned,  was 

limbered  up  and  moved  off,  which  accounts  for  my  not  being  fired  upon 
coming  down. 

E,  P.  McCbea. 

Commander  John  P.  GiLLls, 
Commanding  Xaval  Foroetf  Jamea  Biver,  Virginia. 

Order  of  the  Seeretarf/  of  the  JVatty  to  Flag-Officer  Qold»horough,  U.  8. 

A'arj/',  regarding  the  lue  of  the  aubmarine  propeller  for  the  lieatrnction of  the  Peteriiburg  Bridge, 

Confidential.]  Navt  Depaetment,  Jvne  91,  18GS. 
Bin:  As  far  as  is  practicable,  you  will  keep  secret  the  movements  of 

the  submarine  propeller  recently  from  I'hilaiielpbia,  and  take  into  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  her  being  used  ou  the  Appomattox  Kiver  to 

operate  agaiust  the  Petersburg  Bridge. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Otficer  L.  M.  GoLnsiiOEoroe, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Rlockadiw;  Sijuatlron,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshoroughj  TJ,  8.  Navy^  regarding  plans  jor 
destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge  at  Petersburg j  Va. 

XJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Fa.,  June  21, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  confi- 
dential letter  I  have  just  addressed  to  Commander  Eodgers,  in  effect, 

with  regard  to  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge  at  Petersburg. 
Money  may  bring  about  its  destruction,  but,  from  my  knowledge  of  the 
existing  state  of  things  thereabouts,  I  doubt  whether  any  mere  naval 
force  we  may  employ  will  be  able  to  do  so. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Offieer,  Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^shingtoUj  D.  O. 
[BnolMore.] 

Confidential.]  TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  21, 1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  return  to  this  place  without  delay  with  the  Wachvsett 
under  your  command,  turning  over  to  Commander  Bodgers  all  the 
orders,  instructions,  and  papers  received  from  me  or  your  predecessor 

with  regard  to  the  vessels  or  management  of  afl'airs  up  James  Eiver. Say  to  Commander  Bodgers  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  especially  anxious  to  have  the  railroad  bridge  at  Petersburg  de- 

stroyed, if  possible,  and  that  I  wish  him  to  accomplish  the  object,  if  it 
can  be  done.  If  it  can  not  be  done  by  a  force,  or,  rather,  if  it  can  be 
done  sooner  and  more  certainly  by  resorting  to  the  use  of  money,  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  use  any  amount,  not  exceeding  $50,000,  that  may 
be  necessary  for  the  purpose.  North  of  Petersburg,  at  Swift  Creek, 
there  is  another  bridge.  If  it  is  not  short,  and  therefore  easily  replaced, 
its  destruction  might  answer  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  the  enemy's 
retreat  in  that  direction  in  case  the  bridge  at  Petersburg  can  not  be 
destroyed.  If,  however,  both  can  be  destroyed,  so  much  the  better. 
A  submarine  propeller  for  clearing  the  obstructions,  etc.,  in  James 
Eiver  will  be  sent  to  Commander  Kodgers  the  moment  she  arrives  here 
from  Philadelphia.  She  is  now  hourly  expected,  and  she,  perhaps,  may 
be  used  to  great  advantage  in  destroying  the  bridges  in  view. 

In  mentioning  the  above  large  sum  of  money  as  a  reward  for  any 
person  or  persons  who  will  destroy  the  bridge  at  Petersburg,  it  is  done 
rather  to  impress  the  great  desire  of  the  Department  upon  the  subject 
than  under  the  supposition  that  more,  comparatively,  than  a  moderate 
part  of  it  will  be  necessary  to  be  given.  Still,  if  success  can  not  be 
secured  otherwise,  the  whole  amount  can  be  applied.  All  of  the  above 
that  relates  to  the  bridges  in  view,  both  you  and  Commander  Eodgers 
will  regard  as  confidential;  for,  unless  secrecy  be  observed,  the  under- 

taking will  probably  prove  a  failure  and  the  party  employed  be  detected. 
(five  either  this  paper  or  a  copy  of  it  to  Commander  Eodgers,  and 

enjoin  upon  him  to  lose  no  time  in  getting  the  work  it  bespeaks  done. 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  it  should  be  accomplished  before  the 
next  fight  comes  off  between  General  McClellan  and  the  rebel  army. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  OOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wachusett,  James  Eiver,  Yirgmla, 
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Lethrfrom  Flan-Officer  Ootdaborougk,  U.  S.  Navp,  to  the  Amintmt  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  regarding  the  railroad  bridge  at  Petemburg,  Va. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnbsota, 

Norfolk,  r«.,  June  21, 186-J. 
My  Ubah  Str:  As  far  bstck  ii.;  tlie  24t,\\  of  last  iitoittL  I  called  atten- 

tion t<>  the  A]>{>om)itt4ix  railroad  bridge  at  Peteraburg,  etu.,  as  you  will 
perceivu  by  the  copy  I  seud  you  Lerewitliof  a  letter*  I  tlieii  wrote  to 
Coinmaiider  Smith.  1  also  aeiidyou  hia  atatenient  of  a  reconnoinHance 

lip  the  Apitomattox.  Fori-e — naval  force — won't  answer  there,  but  dol- 
lars nmy.  The  river  isobstructertanddefeiided,  and  Petersburg  is  kept 

garrisoned.  I  have  kept  myself  as  well  iiosted  as  ijossible  willi  r<«gard 
to  the  Appouiattos,  Chickalionniiy,  etc.,  for  I  long  since  perceived  the 
immense  advantage  that  would  result  to  our  eanse  by  destroying  tho 
railroad  bridge  at  I'etersbarg. 

I  aui,  very  respectfully,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROITGH, 

Flag-Officer,  Commatiding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  l^ifuadron, 
Hon.  a.  V.  Fox,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Asiiiatant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  l>.  ('. 

Rrjiort  «f  f'ommantler  Rodgers,  U.  8.  Nary,  giving  reiimm  >rhy  ruHroad 
bridijf  'It  I'etembury,  Va.,  eim  not  be  dentroyed. 

K.  S.  S.  Galuna, 

Off  City  I'oini,  June  33,  3862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  t<)  acknowledge  the  reeeipt  of  your  letter  of 

the  21st  inatiint  in  regard  to  burning  the  railroad  bridge  at  I'etcrs- 
burg.  Va. 

The  subject  bad  already  eng;iged  my  attention,  and  I  met  the  follow- 
ing dlBienlties: 

The  gunboats  can  not  send  a  boat  on  shore  without  danger  of  an 
ambush.  Kvery  movement  is  eurefnily  watched  by  arnietl  men.  We 
are  not  able  to  communicate  with  the  inhabitants  except  with  danger 
to  them  and  to  us. 

I  have  concluded  that  in  Norfolk  or  at  Fortress  Monroe,  where  fno 
intercourse  can  be  had  with  Union  men,  citizens  of  Virginia,  must  be 
sought  the  a^nts  for  thi«  work.  The  .\ppouiattox,  scarcely  wider  than 
a  canal,  has  its  channel  obstritcte^l  by  vessels  and  lighterH  sunk  in  the 
bottom  of  the  river.  Itrnns  tbnnigh  banks  which  absolutely  command 
any  rowboats  u|iou  ils  waters.  We  cau  not  approach  by  steamers,  and 
rowboata  would  be  desti-oyed. 
When  I  last  heard  from  Petersburg,  about  a  month  ago,  by  two 

deserters,  there  were  some  C,0(K>  or  i,lKlO  ti'oops  there  under  General 
Huger.  If  I  see  any  opportunity  of  carrying  out  the  subject  of  your 
letter,  I  shall  zealously  do  so. 

Very  reapectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
JoiiN  KODiJBRS, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  Lmtis  GoLRsiiORmrr-n, 

Commnnding  North  Attnntic  Blookatiing  Squadron. 
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[Endonemeni.] 

June  24, 1862. 
I  beg  to  forward  this  copy  of  a  commanication  just  received  from 

Commander  Bodgers.  I  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  which  he  speaks. 
It  is  a  very  delicate  matter  to  broach  the  subject  iii  view  to  auyone  in 
Norfolk  or  at  Old  Point.  Still,  I  shall  use  every  prudent  exertion  in 
the  matter  and  be  diligent  about  it.  A  mere  naval  force  I  am,  and 
have  been  for  some  time,  satisfied  can  avail  but  little,  if,  indeed,  any- 

thing, really  substantive  in  the  affair.  Dollars  alone,  in  my  judgment, 
can  do  the  work.  The  submarine  propeller,  when  just  awash,  draws  6 
feet  water,  and  in  order  to  get  the  men  out  of  her  bottom  it  ought  to  go  no 
nearer  the  ground  than  18  inches  or  2  feet.  Hence,  operating  even  in  as 
much  as  8  feet  water,  her  upper  surface  will  be  in  sight  and  exposed. 
Night  work  would  obviate  this  exposure  to  at  least  a  partial  degree,  it 
is  true,  if  during  darkness  light  enough  will  be  afforded.  The  Appo- 

mattox, after  ascending  it  some  5  miles,  becomes  very  narrow  and  shoid, 
and  the  tide  is  frequently  rapid.  We  will  do  our  best.  This  is  all  I 
can  at  present  promise. 

Most  respectiullyy 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-Oficer. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Braine^  U.  S.  Ifavy^  giving  information  of  Con- 
federate batteries  on  Federal  Pointj  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  MONTICBLLO, 

Off  Wilmington^  June  22, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  at  the  request  of  General  Bumside  I 

this  day  took  on  board  and  delivered,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  Mrs.  Norton 
and  child  at  New  Inlet  entrance  to  Cape  Fear  Biver.  She  was  received 
by  the  authorities  there,  Colonel  [John  B.f]  Palmer,  C.  S.  Army,  com- 

manding. Whilst  lying  in  this  ship,  close  to  the  Confederate  batteries 
on  Federal  Point,  distance  not  over  1,000  yards,  in  5^  fathoms  of  water, 
1  observed  the  following:  The  enemy  have  one  open  earthwork  battery 
mounting  eighteen  guns,  apparently  32-pounders;  also  an  earth  case- 

mate pierced  for  six  guns,  but  with  our  best  glasses  we  could  not  see 
any  guns  in  the  ports;  also  two  small  batteries  some  distance  to  the 
left,  of  three  guns  each.  These  batteries  are  connected  by  rifle  pits. 
At  the  time  we  were  there  the  enemy  had  all  their  works  manned,  and 
during  the  period  of  one  hour  we  had  an  opportunity  to  make  careful 
observations,  as  their  force  showed  themselves  on  the  works  and  in  the 
rifle  pits.  I  should  estimate  there  were  upward  of  1,500  men  in  sight. 
I  steamed  slowly  in  an  elliptic  in  front  of  their  works  at  a  distance  of 
from  900  to  1,400  vards  sounding.  The  least  water  was  5^  fathoms.  I 
submit  all  this  information,  and  am. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, D.  L.  Brains, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Monticello. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOROuaH, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk^  Va. 
N  w  R— VOL  7   32 
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Oriler  from  the  Set-rcl^Ty  of  the  Nary  to  Commnntler  Steedman,  U.  S. 
-Vncy,  oomvuinilinff  U.  tf.  -S.  Paul  Joneg,  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Sottda 
for  duty 

Navy  Dbpaetmknt,  June  S3,  J861'. 

Sik:  I'rocflecl  with  the  U,  S.  S.  Paul  Jonen  under  your  comniaDd  to 
Hampton  KohiIh,  Virfjiiiia,  aiul  reimrt  to  Flng  Officer  (ioldsborougli  for 
duty  ill  the  Hquiudrun  under  his  coinmaud. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant. 
riiDBUN  Wbllei^. 

Commander  Chablbh  Btbsdhan, 
Commanding  U.  8.  S,  Paul  Jonet,  \Vashin;itoH,  J>.  C. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  8.  Navff,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monti- 

cello,  ffiv'.ng  information  from  contrabandu picked  up  by  that  vennnl. 

U.  S.  8.  MoMTICBLLO, 
Off  Wilmington.  N,  C,  June  a.H,  1863. 

SiB:  I  have  to  report,  whilst  ranniug  along  the  coast  to  the  west- 

ward, we  piuked  up  a  skiS'  containing  eight  contrabands;  they  proved to  be  from  Little  River  Inlets  South  Carolina.    Their  uames  are  as 
follows: 
Abram  Mathews,  8t«[iheu  M»tbewa,  belonging  to  William  Mathews; 

Daniel  liHiidall.  belonging  to  Thomas  Bandall;  Dick  Nixon,  belonging 
to  Tlionuk-s  Nixon;  Dick  Montgomery,  belonging  to  John  Montgomery; 
Cupid  Clemmeiia,  iMslonging  to  Hardy  Uleminens;  Tony  Charles,  belong- 

ing to  John  Charles;  Joe  Mathews,  belonging  to  William  Mathews. 
They  gave  me  information  of  two  schooners  in  Little  Kiver  Inlet  pre- 

paring to  run  the  blockade;  alsoaqnantity  of  cotton,  pilch,  turpentine, 
and  rosin  stored  there  ready  for  loading  them. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Bbaia-b, 
lAenttnant,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboeofoh, 
Comdg.  Xortk  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqiiailron,  Xorfolk,  Fa, 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Ojficer  Qoldshorough,  O.  8. 
yary,  regarding  the  enliatment  of  men  for  the  naval  service. 

Navt  Dei'AUTMBNT,  June  33, 1862. 
Sib:  Your  commnnicatiou  of  the  2<)th  instant  is  received.    Every 

exertion  is  l>eiDg  made  to  enlist  men  for  the  naval  service.    It  is  prob- 
able some  time  may  elapse  iMifore  the  Dei>artmeut  can  comply  with  yoar 

requisition  of  the  20th  instant. 
1  am,  resiiectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Cfficor  L.  M.  GOLDBBOEonOH, 
Commaitding,  etc.,  .Vor/oifc,  Va. 
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Order  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Poor, 
U.  A  Navy  J  regarding  powder  for  the  submarine  propeller. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.y  June  23^  1862. 

Sib  :  Deliver  to  Mr.  Samuel  Eakin,  in  charge  of  the  submariue  pro- 
peller employed  by  the  Navy  Department,  20  barrels  of  powder.  It  is 

to  be  put  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Satellite  for  safe-keeping,  and  used  from 
her  as  may  be  required. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  OOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  Ohas.  H.  Poor,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Naval  Ordnance  Offi^cer^  Fort  Monroe. 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldaboroughy  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Foster, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  James  River,  transporting  powder, 
officers,  and  crew  for  the  submarine  propeller. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  23, 1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Boads  and  there  take  on  board 
20  barrels  of  powder,  with  which  you  will  be  supplied  by  Commander 
Poor,  naval  ordnance  officer,  and  you  will  also  receive  on  board  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  submarine  propeller;  you  will  ration  this  crew 
while  it  remains  with  you.  You  will  then  proceed  up  James  River,  in 
company  with  the  sabmarine  propeller  towed  by  a  tug,  and  report  to 
Commander  John  Bodgers,  senior  naval  officer  there,  for  such  duty  as 
he  may  assign  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Master  Amos  P.  Fosteb, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Satellite,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Mr.  Eakin,  in  charge 
of  the  submarine  propeller,  to  proceed  to  James  River  and  report  to 
Commander  Rodgers^  U,  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  23, 1862. 

Sib  :  Proceed  up  James  Biver,  with  the  submarine  propeller  and  the 
tug  which  towed  her  from  Philadelphia  under  your  charge,  and  report 
yourself  to  Commander  John  Bodgers,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Oalena, 
and  senior  naval  officer  there,  who  will  inform  you  what  services  are  to 
be  performed  by  that  propeller. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Satellite  will  accompany  you,  and  her  commander  will 
afford  you  and  your  men  every  accommodation  in  his  power.  He  will 
also  furnish  your  men  with  a  ration,  each,  per  day,  the  same  to  be 
deducted  from  the  wages  allowed  them  by  the  Government. 
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Commander  Poor,  naval  ordnance  offic«r  at  Fortress  Montoe,  will 
lurnisb  you  witti  20  barrels  of  powder,  which  is  to  be  taken  ou  board 
the  Satellite  and  kept  there  for  your  use  as  you  may  require  it.  The 
Salellite  is  to  remain  in  company  with  the  submarine  propeller  as  \ong 
as  may  be  necessary. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L,   M.   GOLDSBfJEOUGH, 

Flag-O^U^i 
Mr.  SAMirBL  Eakih, 

/n  charge  auhmnrine  propeller,  f.mployett  by  the 
Nary  Department,  off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. , 

InHtrucHons  from  Flag-Officcr  Goldshorough,  U.  8,  Navy,  to  Commantter 
Rodgera,  V.  8.  JVary,  rtgarding  ike  nubmarine propetkr. 

V.  8,  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Ta.,  June  23,  1862. 

SiE;  1  send  to  you  the  submarine  propeller,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Samue! 
Eakin.  She  will  be  towed  up  by*  tug  which  brought  her  from  Phila- 

delphia, and  which  tug  you  will  keep  with  her  until  further  orders.  I 
also  send  the  F.  S.  S.  Satellite  to  accompany  her,  accommodat*  offiwrs 
and  crew,  and  render  any  other  service  timt  she  can.  Let  a  ration  be 
issued  to  each  one  of  the  crew  of  tlie  submarine  proiieller  and  a  strict 
account  kept  of  the  unuiber  of  rations  that  may  be  so  issued.  The 
Satellite  has  20  barrels  of  powder  ou  board  for  the  use  of  the  submarine 
propeller.  This  contrivance,  as  I  have  already  intimated  to  yon,  should 
be  employed  at  once  up  the  Appomattox,  if  it  can  be  of  any  service 
whatever  there  in  destroying  the  railroad  bridge  at  Petersburg,  or 
removing  obstructions  in  our  way. 

It  afterwards  may  be  employed  to  remove  the  obstructions  abreast  of 

Fort  Darling  (Drewry's  Bluff). 
Make  it  as  useful  in  every  way  aa  you  can. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  John  Bodoebs,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  8.  Oalena  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  in  Jameg  River. 

McClellan'b  Headqitabtehs,  June  23,  IStii. 
Quite  a  number  of  vessels  loadttd  with  provisions  and  forage  will 

leave  the  Pamunkey  Uiver  within  a  day  or  two  for  James  Hiver.  The 
general  commanding  desires  that  these  vessels  be  convoyed  up  the 
.lames  and  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  gunboats  now  in  that  river  near 

i'ity  Point,  or  in  some  secure  place  near  there. 
Stewart  Van  Vlibt, 

Brigadicr-0  eneraL 
Flag-Odicer  Uolosbobouuh. 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        501 

Report  of  FUig- Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  of  the 
submarine  propeller  at  Hampton  Roads. 

XJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.j  June  24y  1862. 

Sir  :  A  sabmarine  proi)eller  in  tow  of  a  tag  arrived  at  Hampton 
Eoads  yesterday.  She  is  not  prepared  for  operation  with  any  torpe- 

does. She  required  a  lot  of  whisky  barrels,  twenty  barrels  of  powder, 
and  a  steamer  to  accompany  her  and  the  little  tag,  in  order  to  accom- 

modate powder,  men,  etc.,  all  of  which  were  promptly  furnished.  No 
arrangement  had  been  made  to  provision  her  men;  I  therefore,  at  the 
request  of  the  parties,  agreed  to  let  each  one  have  a  ration  per  day, 
the  value  of  which  to  be  deducted  from  the  monthly  pay  allowed. 

To-day  she  leaves  for  James  River,  accompanied  by  the  tug  that 
brought  her  from  Philadelphia  and  by  the  Satellite.  Owing  to  the 
very  light  draft  of  the  tug,  and  for  other  reasons,  it  is  well  to  retain 
her  services  for  the  present,  and  I  have  given  orders  accordingly. 
.  I  have  directed  c5ommander  Bodgers  to  use  her  first  in  the  Appo- 

mattox, if  she  can  possibly  be  applied  there  to  any  advantage  whatever 
in  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  at  Petersburg,  and  next  in  removing 
the  obstructions  at  Fort  Darling. 

I  saw  this  contrivance  yesterday.  I  hope  it  may  be  of  service  to  the 
Government,  but  my  impression  is  that  it  is  next  to  a  very  useless 
concern.  Thus  far  no  experiments  have  been  made  with  it  of  any 
consequence.  Some  men  went  down  in  it  and  remained  underwater 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  but  this  they  could  have  easily  done  in  an 
ordinary  diving  bell.  Beyond  this  no  other  experiment  has  been 
attempted,  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Eakin. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer^  Commanding  North  AtUmtio  Block€tding  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  WashingtaUy  D.  O. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U.  8.  Navy^  of  movements  of  vessels 
at  Norfolk^  Va. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolkj  Va.j  June  24^  1862. 

Sir:  The  Wachusett  arrived  here  yesterday  morning  from  the  James 
Eiver.  I  have  ordered  the  Seminole  to  New  York.  She  will  leave 
today,  and  Commander  Smith  has  orders  to  report  to  the  Department 
by  letter  on  his  arrival. 

Your  answer  to  my  296  has  been  received,  concerning  the  honorable 
discharges;  also  those  of  the  21st  instant,  requiring  secrecy  about  the 
movements  of  the  submarine  propeller  and  relative  to  the  sending  of 
the  Seminole  to  New  York. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer^  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Nai^y,  to  Flag-OJfieer  OoMabor- 
ouffh,  U,  8.  Xavy,  regarding  a  plan  to  bum  bridge  oeer  Swift  Creek, 

U.  8.  S.  GALRNA, 

City  Point,  June  31,  im:i. 
Sir:  I  liiive  moile  a,  plan  to  bum  Ibe  bridge  over  Swilt  Creek.  I 

propose  ta  attempt  it  by  Hiirpriae,  but  tbis  plan  absolutely  deiuandi^ 
timt  I  should  kuow  tbe  clatts  of  boats  which  can  ^et  to  it,  whether 
tngK,  or  laiiDcbea,  or  ruwboats,  or  whether  it  is  uuapproa<:faablu  by 
water,  in  which  case  1  have  no  uieaos  to  do  it.  1  eau  not  obtain  tbia 
inforniatiou  here.  No  one  coiumunicatas  with  us;  the  pickets  would 
shoot  any  luau  who  returned  to  shore  alter  doiti{;  so. 

Call  you  obtain  for  lue  at  Fortrens  Monioe,  or  in  Norfolk,  a  negro  or 
white  man  who  bas  the  requisite  local  kuowled^ef 

If  1  can  get  t«  the  bridge  by  water,  then  a  barrel  of  cainphone  would 
be  convenient,  but  not  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Uodqers, 

CommaniItT,  U.  H,  Navy. 
Flag-Otficer  L.  M.  (Ioldsbokough, 

Commanding  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading  Hquadron, 

|Tel«er.a.l 

McClbllan's  [Hbadquarteks'),  June  S4, 1863. 
Have  the  gunboats  wbit:h  I  asked  you  for  some  days  since,  and 

which  you  expected  soon,  yet  aiTJveil  and  been  sent  to  the  White 
House!  It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  this  a^tditioua)  pro- 
tet^'.tiou  should  be  given  to  our  depots  at  the  earliest  pi-acticable 
moment. 

Geo.  B,  McI'lbllan, 
Major-Oeneral. 

Captain  Uoldsborough, 
FlagOjficer. 

Norfolk,  June  ?;,  [ISflff]. 

Your  teleprara"  dated  the  2M  was  receive<l  last  night.    Its  wording 
was  so  mandatory  that  I  desire  to  ask  you  it  it  is  intended  as  an  order 
from  your  gener^  commaiidiug  to  meT 

L.  M.  GOLDsnoiiuirGH. 

Brigadier-General  Vam  Voet. 

Report  of  FlagOffiter  Qoldsborough,  U,  8.  ?favt/,  of  the  dejiarl  ure  for 
the  James  Hirer  of  the  mibmarine  propeller. 

U.  S.  FLAOSHIt   MlNNKSOTA, 

Xoifotk,  !'«.,  June  35, 1863. 
Str:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  herewith  a  copy  ol'  a  comnianico- 

tiont  received  last  night  from  Commander  Itodgers.     With  tbe  aid  at 
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General  Viele,  I  have  prooared  the  services  of  six  individuals  at  Nor- 
folk, all  willing  to  do  anything  required  of  them,  and  several  of  them 

well  acquainted  with  localities.  They  are  all,  in  General  Viele's 
opinion,  to  be  trusted.  About  this  he  entertains  no  doubt  whatever. 
I  have  sent  the  whole  party  up  the  James  Eiver  to  Commander 
Bodgers  by  the  Delaware. 

The  submarine  propeller  went  up  the  James  River  yesterday. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer^  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navyj  Washington j  D.  C. 

[Telegnun.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.j  June  i^5,  1862. 

Enquire  at  the  White  House  whether  two  additional  gunboats  have 
yet  reached  there. 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-  Officer. 

Major-General  MgClellan. 

[Telegnun.] 

MoClellan's  Headquarters,  June  25,  [1862] — 3:30  p.  m. 
(Received  June  26.) 

Your  telegram  just  received.  I  am  sorry  that  you  should  consider 
my  telegram  as  mandatoiy,  as  it  was  certainly  not  so  intended.  The 
commanding  general  merely  desired  your  cooperation  in  carrying  out 
an  important  duty.  The  general  is  now  in  front,  where  a  sharp  figbt  is 
going  on,  or  I  should  submit  your  telegram  to  him  to  be  answered. 

Stewart  Van  Vliet, 
Brigadier'  General. 

Flag-Oflftcer  Goldsborough. 

[Telegnun.] 

\\J.  S.  S.]  Galena,  June  25, 1862. 
Dispatch  received;  night.  Gunboats  and  false  attack  on  City  Point 

and  on  battery  above  barriers  part  of  plan.  Otherwise  rowboats  would 
be  destroyed.  Nothing  else  can  get  there.  Four  thousand  troops  in 
vicinity  of  Petersburg,  and  pickets  everywhere.  Execution  must  be 
prompt  or  a  division  would  come  from  Bichmond.  Positive  official 
information  showing  bridge  250  feet  long;  private,  from  50  to  80 
(about  50)  high.  The  banks  above  command  our  decks.  Men,  screened 
by  trees,  fire  and  disappear  before  we  can  reply.  An  intolerable  annoy- 

ance. Horse  artillery  put  nine  shot  through  the  Jacob  Bell  and  got  off 
before  assistance  could  arrive.  We  can  fight  when  needed,  but  we  can 
not  be  in  the  narrow  part  of  the  river  idle. 

Panther,*  on  right  or  west  bank  of  river,  has  heavy  guns.  Both 
sides  must  be  taken  before  we  can  work  at  removing  obstructions. 

John  Eodgers. 
M^jor-General  George  B.  MgClellan. 

Cipher;  probably  {ox\>aiVQry. 
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McOLELLAN'ti  HeadquAJITEBS,  ./line  ̂ f?,  tB62 — t:SOa.i        
I  am  infornied  thiit  tbe  two  additional  gnnboats  ordered  to  the  White 

Bouee  baye  arrived  at  that  place. 
Geo.  B.  MoUlellan. 

Major- Oetteral,  Comtnandittg^ 
rtag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

tport  of  Commantier  Qlitnon,  IT.  N.  ifocy,  eommanding  U.  8.  8.  Moi 

Vernon,  of  chase  and  de»tnwtion  of  nchoaner  Emily,  of  Jfasttau, ." Providence, 

U.  8.8.  MOITMT  VEBNON, 

Of  Wilmington,  .V.  V.,  June  :'ff,  1803. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  this  morning  at  daylight 

*Tje  discovered  ii  schooner  to  the  eastward  of  our  squadron,  standing  id 
for  the  harbor,  it  being  thick  and  hazy  at  the  time.  The  Myntic,  Liea- 
tenant  Commanding  H.  N.T.  Arnold,  the  rtc(o»trt,Afiting  Master  Com- 

manding .J.  D.  Warren,  and  the  Mount  Vernon  immediately  slipped  their 
cables  and  gave  chose.  The  Myiitic  was  anchored  nearest  to  the  schooner, 
the  Victoria  next,  and  my  vessel,  the  Mount  Vernon,  came  next,  Tbe 
Mystic  opened  fire  first  and  the  Victoria  and  Mount  Vernon  followed 
sntt,  but  the  schooner  was  loo  far  off  for  our  gnnw  to  reach  her. 

As  our  vessels  and  the  chase  closed  Jn  with  the  bar,  the  Mystic  and 
Victoria  grounded,  still  keeping  np  a  heavy  fire.  At  this  moment  I 
dispatched  a  boat  from  the  Momit  Vernon  through  the  shoal  water  to 
board  the  schooner ;  when  the  boat  was  halfway,  the  fchoouer  grounded 
and  our  boat  was  fast  coming  np  with  her.  We  then  saw  a  boat  leave 
the  schooner,  and  our  boat  soon  after  boarded  her  under  a  heavy  fire  of. 
shell  from  rifle  cannon  ou  Fort  Caswell;  one  shell  burst  iu  the  bow  of 
the  schooner  and  they  were  falling  thick  and  fast  around  her. 

As  soon  astheofKcer  and  men  rea<;hcd  the  deck  the  mainsail  was 

immediately  lowered  and  the  gaff-topsails  hauled  di>wu  and  every  exer- 
tion made  to  get  her  off.  Finding  it  impossible  lo  do  so,  she  was  then 

set  on  fire.  When  the  Are  was  well  underway  a  boat  from  the  Victoria 
also  reached  the  echooner,  and  they  adde<l  more  fael  to  the  flames,  and 
tbe  boats  soon  after  left  the  schooner.  By  ihe  time  the  boats  reached 
the  ships  I  observed  a  boat  jmlling  for  the  burning  schooner.  I  imme- 

diately dispatched  tbe  Mount  Vernon's  boat  to  board  her,  and  made  sig- 
nal to  the  squadron  to  board  tbe  enemy.  Soon  after  tlie  boats  from  the 

Penobscot,  Mystic,  and  Victoria  were  Standing  for  the  schooner,  which 
had  by  this  time  worked  over  the  bar.  The  tide  having  risen,  the  jib 
and  fore.tail  being  set,  and  the  wind  from  the  northward  and  eastward, 
it  paid  her  head  off  to  the  westward  in  the  direction  of  our  boats.  As 
our  boats  approached  the  schooner,  the  boat  which  had  pulled  from  the 
shore  left  her,  leaving  ouly  one  man  on  boani,  supposed  to  be  the  cap- 

tain. As  our  boats  neared  the  schooner  he  was  seen  to  wave  bis  hat 
and  jump  overboard;  whether  he  readied  the  shore  or  waa  drowned,  is 
more  than  I  can  say.    Our  boats  having  boarded  her  I  ordered  the  Vic-  | 
(oriii  to  run  iu  and  tow  her  out,  which  was  done  and  she  was  auchored 
near  ub.  We  saved  all  we  could  from  the  burniug  schooner.  Enclosed 

I  send  yon  a  list  of  the  articles  which  were  saved.     The  schooner  proved  ' 
^^^  to  be  the  Emily,  of  Nassiui,  New  Providence,  loiideil  entirely  with  aalt^^i 
^^^k&bedid  nut  hoist  any  colors,     1  found  on  board  one  Kuglish  flag,  whl^^^^fl 
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was  accidentally  lost,  and  one  secesh  flag,  with  a  lone  star  in  it,  which 
is  now  on  board  of  the  Mount  Vernon.  After  she  had  bnrned  to  the 

water's  edge,  we  sunk  her  in  deep  water.  This  is  the  second  vessel 
that  we  have  bnrned  and  desti^pyed  commanded  by  the  same  captain. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Fenobscotj  Lieutenant  Commanding  Glitz,  could  not  join 
in  the  chase  in  the  beginning,  as  his  vessel  was  stationed  5  miles  to  the 
westward  on  picket  dnty,  bnt  did  come  up  in  time  to  render  service. 

As  the  tide  rose  the  Mystic  and  Victoria  soon  got  oft'  without  any injury. 
Much  credit  is  due  to  Acting  Master  W.  N.  Griswold  and  the  follow- 

ing men  from  the  Mount  Vernon^  viz:  George  A. Korman  (seaman), 
Michael  Hulchan  (seaman),  James  Ward  (ordinary  seaman),  Samuel 
Abbott  (ordinary  seaman),  Gharles  Marshal  (ordinary  seaman),  Nicho- 

las White  (landsman),  and  John  Harrington  (landsman),  for  the  heroic 
manner  in  which  they  pulled  for  the  vessel  and  for  boarding  her  under 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  guns  of  Fort  Caswell. 

The  same  credit  is  also  due  to  the  following  officer  and  men  from  the 
n.  S.  S.  Victoria  for  their  exertions  to  reach  the  schooner  in  time  to 
assist  in  destroying  her,  viz:  Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelon,  John  G. 
Mink  (seaman),  Thomas  Hamilton  (seaman),  James  O'Brien  (seaman), 
Johan  Papps  (seaman),  and  Thomas  Lee  (ordinary  seaman). 

I  forward  this  day  by  mail  the  log  book  and  papers  found  on  board 
of  the  Emily ̂   of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  every  officer  and  man  in  the  squad- 
ron did  his  duty  on  this  occasion. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S   Glisson, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

Flag-OfficerL.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enolosnre.] 

Articles  iaved  from  the  rebel  echoaner  Emily ,  of  NaeeaUy  burned  by  the  Mount  VemoUf 
Penobecot,  Atyetic,  and  Victoria, 

On  board  U.  S.  S.  Victoria: 
1  cable,  45  fathoms. 
1  anchor. 

On  board  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon: 
1  cable,  46  fathoms. 
1  anchor. 

On  board  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon: 
1  chronometer. 
1  clock. 

1  gaff-topsail. 
On  board  U.  S.  S.  Myaiic: 

1  flying  jib. 

Will  the  flag-officer  inform  me  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of 
themt 

I  am,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer, 

[Endorsement.] 
July  12,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  the  within  copy  of  a 
report  from  Commander  Glisson,  just  received,  with  regard  to  the  de- 

struction of  a  schooner  off  Wilmington,  the  Emily^  of  Nassau  (New 
Providence),  on  the  morning  of  June  26,  while  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade. 

Most  respectfully, 
L.  M.  Goldsboeough, 
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K.rpedituin  up  Little  River  Inlet,  South  Carolina. 

V.  S.  S,  Mount  Vkenom, 
Of  WihinHgioH,  N.  0.,  June  Sd,  1863, 

Sir:  1  have  tbe  botior  to  inform  the  flag-officer  that,  od  the  S4tb  of 
June,  the  IT.  S.  8.  Afontivellt},  Limit«iiaiit  Oom  it  landing  D.  L.  Uraitie, 

jiicked  up  at  ma  in  an  open  hoat  eight  contrabanils  t'nun  Little  liiver Inlet,  the  boiuniaiy  line  between  North  ari<l  South  Carolina.  They 
gave  U8  tbo  information  that  two  schooners  were  preparing  to  ran  the 
blockade,  laden  with  cwtton,  turpentine,  eto.,  and  that  the  cargo  was 
already  in  tbe  warehouse  near  the  wbarf,  ready  for  shipment. 
On  tbe  evening  of  the  25tb  of  June  I  ordei-ed  an  expedition  to  be 

fitted  out,  to  consiHt  of  an  armed  boat  ftoui  each  vessel,  and  ordered 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Rraiiie,  of  tbe  Monlicello,  to  prwreed  oft'  that inlet  with  tbe  boats  and  semi  the  expedition  in.  Enclosed  yoo  will 
find  a  copy  of  my  order  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Braine,  marked  A, 
and  also  tbe  report  of  Lieuteumit  Huuee,  H,  S,  Navy,  and  that  of  Lieu- 

tenant Commanding  Braine,  niiirked  B  and  V.  This  im]>ortant  duty 
was  ably  performed  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Braine  and  the 
officers  and  men  mentioned  in  the  reports.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure 
to  inform  the  Hag-offieer  of  the  entire  suecesn  of  the  expedition  and 
tbe  destruction  of  so  large  an  amount  of  property  ̂ estimated  at 
nearly  ?5(),00(l),  tbe  loss  of  which  falls  on  South  Carolina. 

Very  respeetliiUy,  year  obe<lient  servaut, 
O.  S.  Olisson, 

Senior  Officer, 

Flag-Offlcer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Comdi).  North  Attantto  Blookaiimj  tiquadron,  Xor/olk,  Va. 

[EnQliBunM,] 

ir.  S.  S.  MotTMT  Vehnoh, 

Off  Wilminfitim,  A',  t'.,  June  LT.,  1863. 
SiK:  Ton  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Monlicello,  under  your  com- 

mand, off  Little  liiver  Inlet,  conveying  one  boat  from  each  of  tbe 
vessels  of  tbe  sqasidron  to  that  place.  On  your  arrival  yoa  will  dia- 
patch  as  large  a  force  in  the  boats  from  your  vessel  as  is  practicable 
into  the  inlet.  Do  all  in  your  power  to  capture  tbe  two  schooners 
that  are  said  to  be  loading  with  cotton.  If  you  find  it  irupossible  to 
get  them  out  of  the  inlet,  you  will  then  set  tire  to  them.  Do  atl  yon 
can  to  obtain  information  in  relation  to  the  inlet,  etc.  Much  will  have 
to  be  left  to  your  good  Judgment  in  the  discharge  of  this  important 
duty. 

I  am,  very  resjwctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  8.  (JLISSON. 

Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant  I).  L.  Braink, 
U.  6".  m.  Montieello. 

U.  8.  S.  MONTICELLO,  June  36,  18G3. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the 

26th  instant,  I  proceeded  with  tbe  U.8. 8.  Moaticello  and  fonr  boats — 
one  from  the  Penohitcol,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  II.  O.  Ed- 
wanls;  one  firom  the  Mynlic,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  J.  B.  Swett; 
one  from  tbe  Mount  Vernon,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  W.  T.  Buck; 
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onefirom  the  Victoria^  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mat^  W.  H.  Mayer, 
and  all  under  the  command  of  Lieatenant  F.  M.  Bunce,  of  the  Penob- 

scot, I  equipped  also  two  boats  from  the  MonticellOj  one  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  Winchester  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  M.  Trowbridge, 
the  other  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Hustace.  We  arrived  oft*  New Inlet  at  5  a.  m.  June  26, 1862,  and  at  6  a.  m.  dispatched  the  expedition. 
They  proceeded  without  any  molestation  up  the  inlet  for  about  8  miles, 
when  they  arrived  off  the  town  of  Little  Eiver,  in  All  Saints  Parish, 
S.  O.,  where  they  found  two  schooners  high  and  dry  ashore,  which 
Lieutenant  Bunce  considered  unseaworthy,  and  he  destroyed  them  by 
fire;  also  60  bales  of  cotton,  200  barrels  turi>entine,  and  53  barrels 
rosin  on  a  wharf  close  by,  which  he  also  fired  and  destroyed.  Lieu- 

tenant Bunce,  after  satisfying  himself  the  fire  was  under  lull  headway 
and  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  accomplished,  returned  to  the 
ship,  where  he  arrived  at  9:30  a.  m.  I  enclose  his  report.  At  the 

appearance  of  the  expedition  oft"  the  town  the  people  deserted  it.  A contraband  came  off  to  the  ship  in  one  of  the  boats,  who  was  found  on 
board  of  one  of  the  schooners  that  was  burned.  1  have  to  congratu> 
late  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Bunce  on  the  success  of  the  expedition,  which  he 
conducted  in  a  prompt,  oftlcer- like  manner,  pulling  a  distance  of  over  20 
miles  in  three  and  one-half  hours  and  destroying  this  property  so  valu> 
able  to  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  L.  Bbaine, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  MonticeUo, 
Commander  Oliver  S.  Glisson, 

/Senior  Officer j  off  Cape  Fear  liiverj  North  Carolina, 

U.  S.  S.  MONTICELLO,  June  26^  1862, 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  entered  Little  Eiver,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  proceeded  up  about  8  miles  to  the  town  of  Little  Kiver,  Parish 

All  Saints.  On  approaching  the  town  the  inhabitants  deserted  it  and 
we  met  with  no  opposition.  At  the  wharf  I  found  two  schooners  which 

I  considered  not  worth  the  trouble  to  bring  oft*.  On  the  wharf  and 
warehouses  close  by  I  found  200  barrels  turpentine,  60  bales  cotton, 
and  63  barrels  rosin,  the  whole  of  which  I  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
expedition  was  composed  of  one  boat  from  each  vessel  of  the  block- 

ading squadron  and  two  from  the  Monticello.  In  boat  from  Mount 
Vernony  Acting  Master  William  T.  Buck,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  S. 
B.  Hoppin ;  in  boat  from  Penobscot,  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Bunce,  Paymaster 
A.  Pool,  Chief  Engineer  T.  J.  Jones,  Master's  Mate  H.  D.  Edwards,  and 
J.  Clitz,  captain's  clerk;  in  boat  from  Mystic,  Acting  Master  S.  B. 
Meader,  Master's  Mate  J.  B.  Swett,  Captain's  Clerk  Eichard  A.  Rolf; 
in  boats  from  MonticellOj  Acting  Master  J.  F.  Winchester,  Acting  Mas- 

ter Richard  Hustace,  Assistant  Surgeon  Fred  E.  Potter,  Master's  Mate 
Miner  Trowbridge;  in  boat  from  VictoriUj  Master's  Mate  W.  H.  Mayer. 
The  knowledge  of  the  pilots  I  found  to  be  very  correct  regarding  the 
channels,  etc.  I  also  brought  on  board  a  contraband,  who  is  a  carpen- 

ter by  trade,  and  has  been  employed  for  some  time  upon  the  obstruc- 
tions in  Cape  Fear  River  and  New  Inlet.  His  information  may  prove 

valuable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Bunce, 
Lieutena^tj  U,  S.  Navy, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine, 
U.  8.  a.  Montvoello. 
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rporl  of  Commander  Armstrong,  U.  S.  liavy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  State 
of  Georgia,  of  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  eneUtainf 

orders  from  Commander  Olisson,  U.  S.  Navy.    

U.  S.  S.  State  op  Geobgia, 
Hampton  Roads,  Tirgiviit,  June  2H,  18t 

Sie:  I  liare  the  honor  to  report  the  arriral  of  this  steamer  1 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  enclose  a  copy  of  ray  orders  from  Senior  OfRcer 
Com[iiau(ler  Glissou.    There  was  no  news  of  iniportauce. 

Encloses!  in  a  letter  from  the  eiigiueer  of  this  ship  and  a  copy  of  his 
report  of  June  2  relative  to  tlie  engine;  requisitions  for  repairs  in  the 
carpenter's  department;  the  repairs  to  catheads,  windlass  and  hawse 
pipes  are  absolutely  necessary,  as  they  have  been  so  worn  from  long  ase 

.  as  to  be  uusafe;  a  list  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  complement  and  r 
V  Bjtiona  from  the  different  departments  of  this  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^  1 
Jas.  F.  Aemsibonq, 

Cojnmandt 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDSBoaonan, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Bloclfidiiig  Squmlroii. 

|lCucLd>git.| 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vbbnon, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  June  35, 18& 

Sir  :  Ton  will  proceed  to  Beanfort,  N.  C,  and,  if  there  are  no  ordM 
there  from  the  HagofBcer  prohlbitiug  your  going  to  Hnmpti^u  Roads, 
you  will  proceed  to  that  place  and  fill  up  with  coal  :uid  provisions  and 
return  to  this  place  with  all  dispatch,  as  the  service  of  your  vessel  is 

,  much  needed  on  the  blockade. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
iienior  O^gioer, 

Commander  James  F.  Abmbtbong, 
U.  8.  8.  State  of  Georgia. 

[T.I.IJ 

u.) 

Fort  Monroe,  June  5ff,  18681 

Please  notify  Flag-Officer  Goldaborough  that  there  are  now  hei 
waiting  for  a  convoy  up  Jamea  River,  three  tugboats,  each  with  foo^ 
achiwuers  in  tow.     One  more  steamer  with  four  schooners  iw  momen- 

tarily expected. 
C.  W.  Thomas, 

OapUiin,  etc.,  [Assistant  Quartermast^. 
Captain  Ludlow. 

ITrlegTsm-l 

McClellan'h  Hbadqdartees,  Jvne.  S(l,  18r,Z — 10:S0  a.  m. 
Captain  Rodgera  informa  me  that  he  can  leave  bis  flotilla  for  a  day  or 

(two  without  detriment  and  would  like  to  communicate  personally  with 
ne.     Will  you  do  me  tlie  favor  to  give  him  the  [>ermiBsion  to  comet 

Obo.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  Gen Commodore  Goldbbobouoh, 
Flag  O^icer. 

''  I 

nerai^^^^ 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Major- General 
McClellany  U.  8.  Army. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.j  June  J26,  1862. 

Commander  Eodgers  is  under  orders  from  me  to  execute  an  exceed- 
ingly important  and  delicate  duty,  requiring  his  whole  attention.  He 

must  therefore  undervalue  his  services,  or  the  object  to  be  accomplished, 
if  he  thinks  that  he  can,  before  that  duty  is  discharged,  leave  his  sta- 

tion for  a  day  or  two  without  detriment.  Before  consenting  to  his 
proposition  to  visit  you,  I  must  hear  further  from  him. 

L.  M.  OOLDSBOBOUGH, 
Flag-Offi^cer. 

Major-General  McGlellan. 

[  Telegram.] 

MoClbllAN's  [Headquabtbbs],  June  26^  1862—2:45  p.  m. 
I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  telegraphic  correspondence 

between  Flag-Offioer  Goldsborough  and  one  of  my  staff-officers: 
Hkadquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  June  SS, 

Qaite  a  namber  of  vessels  loaded  with  provisions  and  forago  -will  leave  Pamnnkey 
River  within  a  day  or  two  for  James  River.  The  general  commanding  desires  that 
these  vessels  be  convoyed  up  the  Jamea  and  be  placed  iu  charge  of  the  gunboats  now 
in  that  river  near  City  Point  or  at  some  secure  place  near  there. 

Stewart  Van  Vliet, 

Brigadier'  General. 
Flag-Ofi9cer  Goldsborough, 

ComvMnding  Naval  StatUmp  Fort  Monroe, 

Norfolk,  June  25, 

Yoor  telegram  dated  the  23d  was  reoeived  last  night.  Its  wording  was  so  man- 
datory that  I  desire  to  ask  yon  if  it  is  intended  as  an  order  from  your  general  com- 

manding to  met 
L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Brigadier-General  Van  Vubt. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  Lincoln,  June  23,  1862, 

Yonr  telegram  just  reoeived.  I  am  sorry  that  you  should  consider  my  telegram  as 
mandatory,  as  it  was  certainly  not  intended.  The  commanding  general  merely 
desired  your  cooperation  in  carrying  out  an  important  duty.  The  general  is  now  in 
front,  where  a  sharp  fight  is  going  on,  or  I  shomd  submit  your  telegram  to  him  to  be 
answered. 

Stewart  Van  Vliet, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 
Norfolk, 

1  would  state  that  it  was  not  my  intention  to  give  an  order  to  Flag- 
Ofticer  Goldsboroagh,  bat  merely  to  request  his  cooperation  in  carrying 
out  a  measure,  upon  the  success  of  which  the  safety  of  this  army  might 
depend.  As  the  flag-ofQcer  appears  so  ready  to  take  exceptions  to  my 
retiuests,  I  beg  that  he  may  receive  positive  orders  not  only  to  convoy 
these  supply  vessels  up  James  River,  but  also  to  coo]>erate  with  this 
army  so  far  as  is  in  his  power. 

G.  B.  McClellan, 
Major- General  J  Commanding. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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ITdegnm.l 

Washington,  June  2i>^  l8'iS—9:  lap.  v 
(Received  10  p.  m.f 

General  McClellau  bas  forwarded  the  telegrapliic,  conesiKinileiice 
between  yoarself  and  General  Vuii  Vliet,  rciinesting  that  a  txmvoy 
sboultl  be  given  certain  transports.  While  the  Department  dues  not 

approve  the  tone  and  addresa  of  General  Van  Vliet's  dispatch,  it  desires 
that  you  nill  not  let  it  interfere  with  the  piiblii?;  service,  bnt  that  yoa 

twill  order  a  convoy  for  the  transpi>rts  to
  (Jity  Point,  and  that  jou  wiU 

c»rdialiy  cooperate  with  the  army  in  its  onward  movemeute. 
Very  respectfully, 

GiDKON  Wklu 

Flag-Officer  Guldsborough, 
[  Vommandint/  ^orth  Alliinlic  tf(/M«ri«m. 

BBADQTJAKTEttK  ARMV  OP  THE  POTOMAO,  Jnwe  2fi,  IStf^ 
Dispatch  received.  1  take  it  for  grunted  that  Commander  ICodgt 

will  execute  the  service  you  allud^"  to  before  heviaita  me.  On  my 
return  from  the  field  yesterday  I  saw  your  reply  to  (ieneral  Van  Vliet. 
1  regret  your  complete  misunderstaniliug  of  the  meaning  of  General 

Van  Vliet^s  telegram,  and  can  not  understand  how  yoo  could  possibly 
draw  from  it  the  inference  yon  did.  I  did  send  copies  to  SecreturieK  of 
JJavy  and  War,  with  the  request  that  orders  may  be  given  to  you  that 

will  insure  a  prompt  compliance  with  Rucfa  reaMounble  i-eqnests  as  1 
may  make.  The  caue  of  the  provision  trans|iorts  in  James  River  is  a 
matter  of  vital  iini>ortauce  to  the  safety  of  this  army,  and  you  will 
please  pardon  me  for  saying  that  1  do  not  think  this  is  a  time  for 
(tcarcbiug  for  poiute  of  etiquette,  and  that  the  tone  of  your  dispatch 
BurpriseH  me  exceedingly.  It  has  ever  been  my  endeavor  to  tresit  you 
wttb  the  utmost  deference  and  iwlitcness,  but  my  situation  is  at  pres- 

ent too  serious  to  permit  me  to  stand  on  trides.  1  again  re<iueBt  that 
.  the  request  ma^le  in  my  name  by  General  Van  \niet  in  regard  to  trans- 
Srts  in  .lames  River  may  be  complied  with.     It  is  a  matter  of  vital 

portance  and  may  involve  the  escistence  of  the  army. 
~"  \"ery  respectfully, 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 
Major- General,  CommantUng. 

FlagOfBcer  Goldsborough. 

'Mtvr  from  Flaff-Offcer  Ooldsborougk,   U.  S.  Navy,  to   Major-Oeneral 
McClellan,  U.  N.  Army,  regarding  convoy  of  transporU. 

U.  S.  Flagbhii'  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  June  37,  Jggj^ 

SlB:  I  telegraphed  you  yesterday  with  the  view  of  letting  you  dis- 
tinctly understand  that,  despite  of  the  exceptionable  t^^ine  of  General 

Van  Vliet'a  telegram  uiwn  the  subject  i>f  convoy,  etc.,  I  was  perfectly 
■  Sue  p-  50!t. 
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willing  to  do,  with  pleasure,  everything  in  my  power  to  further  every 
reasonable  and  practical  wish  you  might  express  toward  accomplishing 
the  great  national  object  you  have  in  hand.  This,  to  my  apprehension, 
is  a  matter  not  only  paramount  to  every  other  consideration  that  can 
for  the  moment  be  presented  to  the  mind  of  either  of  us,  but  one  that 
should  make  every  other  sink  into  insignificance  in  our  estimation.  So 
I  regard  it,  and  so  I  shall  govern  myself  accordingly.  But  I  must  be 
addressed  in  a  different  and  more  becoming  tone  than  that  assumed  by 
General  Van  Vliet.  I  am  your  equal  in  rank,  and  assuredly  it  can  not 
possibly  be  proper  in  him  to  address  me  precisely  as  he  would  have 
done  an  inferior,  to  serve  upon  me  quite  a  peremptory  notice  without 
knowing  whether  I  could  comply  with  it  or  not,  rather  than  a  request 
for  cooperation,  if  it  could  be  afforded. 
When  I  replied  to  General  Van  Vliet  I  was  fully  under  the  impi^ession 

that  you  could  not  have  seen  his  telegram,  and  so  expressed  myself  to 
those  about  me.  You  have  thought  proper,  however,  virtually  to  approve 
it,  and  to  say  that  you  can  not  understand  how  I  could  possibly  draw 
from  it  the  inference  I  did.  The  paper  speaks  for  itself,  and  I  regret 
that  our  notions  of  conventional  military  propriety  should  differ  so 
widely.  You  further  inform  me  that  you  had  sent  copies  of  the  tele- 

grams to  the  Secretaries  of  Navy  and  War,  with  the  request  that  orders 
may  be  given  to  me  that  will  insure  a  prompt  compliance  with  such 
reasonable  requests  as  you  may  make.  To  this  I  have  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  Offer,  provided  you  are  not  to  be  the  exclusive  judge  in  the 
premises,  that  your  requests  be  properly  preferred,  and  that  the  means 
of  compliance  be  at  my  command. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informs  me  by  telegraph  this  morning  that 
the  Department  does  not  approve  the  tone  and  address  of  General  Van 
Vliet's  dispatch,  and  you  may  thus  perceive  how  it  is  likely  to  strike the  minds  of  others. 

But  enough  of  this.  Let  me  repeat  to  yon  that  I  yearn  for  your 
success,  and  that  I  will  do,  most  cheerfully  and  cordially,  all  in  my 
lK)wer  to  assist  you.    1  am  in  heart  your  friend  and  wellwisher. 

Convoy  has  been  given  to  your  transports  the  best  I  could  possibly 
command,  and  protection  will  be  extended  to  them. 

With  the  hope  that  you  will  inculcate  a  more  grateful  tone  on  the 
part  of  those  under  your  command  in  addressing  me  than  that  used  by 
General  Van  Vliet, 

I  am,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 
Major-General  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac^  near  Riehmandy  Va. 

[Telegram.] 

N0RF01.K,  June  27^  1862—11  a.  m, 
(Received  12 :  50  p.  m.) 

I  beg  the  Department  to  be  assured  that  I  will  not  permit  the  igno- 
rance or  impertinence  of  any  army  officer  to  interfere  for  a  moment  with 

my  duty  to  the  Government.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  crisis  at  Eich- 
moud,  and  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  prompt  cooperation  on  my  part 
with  General  McClellan.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  Genenil  Van 

Vliet's  telegram,  notwithstanding  its  exceptionable  tone  and  address, 
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I  took  measures  to  carry  out  everything  it  required,  and  at  t!ie  earliest 
possible  momeDt  gave  orders  accordingly,  I  hsul  snpimsed,  iu  iiddress- 
ing  General  Van  Vliet  upon  the  subject  of  hia  telegriim,  that  Geueral 
McClellao  knew  Dotbing  of  its  wording,  hut  aa  it  uow  appears  to  have 
met  his  approval,  I  beg  to  expreee  the  hojie  that  the  War  Department 
will  enjoiu  upou  him  the  propriety  of  inculcating  better  oftitialmanDers 
of  addressing  me  as  his  equal  iu  rank  ;  and,  last  of  all,  not  permitting 
ati  officer  under  his  command  to  a^Idress  me  as  a  t>nbordinat«  and  refuse 
to  confer  upou  me  tJio  denomiuation  given  me  by  law.  General  McClel- 
Ian,  ns  I  uuderstaud  fVum  one  of  his  telegrams  to  nie,  wishes  the  Navy 
Department  to  give  me  such  orders  ae  will  secure  a  prompt  compli- 

ance with  any  reasonable  request  he  may  make — he,  of  course,  to  be 
the  exclusive  judge  of  reasonableness.  This,  in  effect,  is  asking  to 
put  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  subject  to  his  disposition.  There  is,  I 
regret  to  say,  an  evident  disposition  on  the  part  of  various  army  offloers 
to  override  and  disparage  [those]  of  the  Navy,  and  it  is  high  time  a 
stop  should  be  put  to  a  feeUng  at  once  so  ridiculous  and  puerile,  I 
scarcely  need  add  that  all  the  wishes  of  the  Department  about  convoy, 
etc.,  have  been  fully  anticipated,  and  that  1  will  most  cordially  and 
cheerfully  oooiierate  with  the  Army  on  all  occasions  to  crush  the 
enemy.  I  only  demaud  to  be  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  my  rank, 
jwsition,  and  responsibilities. 

L.   M.    GOLDSBOEUUliH, 
Flaii-Offioer. 

Hon.  GiDKuN  Welles, 
iS'e<rc(ary  of  the  Nat^. 

I Mo(jLELLAM's  (HbadquabtebbI,  June  37, 1812. 
(Keceived  1:20  p. 

I  have  ordered  vessels  with  supjilies  to  be  sent  up  James  Kiver,  as  it 
[  may  be  very  important  for  us.    I  ivill  thank  you  to  give  any  aid  in  your 
Cer  to  forward  and  protect  these  vessels  to  the  vicinity  of  your  gun- 

ts,  wliere  they  will  he  protected  from  the  enemy's  guns. 
'  Geo.  B.  McOlellan, 

Mqjor-Oencral. Captain  Goldsbokough, 
Flng-OfficfT. 

U.  8.  Flaobhip  MranEsoTA, 

yor/olk,  I'd.,  June  27,  iS63—3:40  p.  tn. 
Sir;  hi  reply  to  your  telegram  of  this  date,  just  received,  I  beg  to 

j  assure  you  that  I  will,  with  great  pleasure,  give  every  aid  in  my  power 
in  forwarding  and  protecting  the  vessels  to  which  you  allude. 

By  the  mail  of  to  day  I  wrote  you  a  letter.     I  beg  also  to  congratn- 
,  late  you  and  my  friend  General  Hooker  on  gaining  the  point  you  had 
in  view  so  completely  two  days  ago. 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOEOnGH, 

Fluff -Officer. 
M^jor-General  McClellaw, 

Heudiiuarter»  Army  nf  Ike  Potomac. 



NOBTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        513 

[Telegram.] 

McClbllan's  Hbadquabtebs,  June  J27y  1862.  > 
(Received  8  p.  m.)  \ 

Will  yon  do  me  the  favor  to  send  two  light-draft  gunboats  at  once 
up  the  Ghickahominy  as  far  as  they  can  got  The  enemy  have  pressed 
UR  heavily  to-day,  and  we  may  have  to  fall  back  upon  James  Eiver. 

Geo.  B.  McClellan. 
Captain  Goldsbobouoh, 

Flag-Officer. 

[Telegram.] 

NOBFOLK,  June  27^  1862— 9:30  p.  w. 
Sib  :  I  will  dispatch  a  tug  instantly  up  James  River,  with  orders  for 

the  two  light-draft  gunboats  to  go  up  the  Ghickahominy  without  a 
moment's  delay. 

L.   M.  GOLDSBOBOUaH, 
Flag  Officer. 

Major-General  McClbllan. 

[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  June  27 ̂   1862. 
SiB :  It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  get  dispatches  to  you  in  haste.    Will 

you  please  have  some  arrangement  made  which  will  insure  the  prompt 
delivery  of  your  telegrams  t 

Very  respectfully, 
RiOHABD  O'Brien, 

In  Charge  of  Telegraph. 
Flag-Officer  Goldsbobouoh. 

[Telegram.] 

Hdqbs.  Department  of  Potomac,  June  27,  1862. 
(Received  12  o'clock  midnight.) 

I  desire  that  you  will  send  some  light-draft  gunboats  at  once  up  the 
Ghickahominy  as  far  as  possible,  and  also  that  you  will  forthwith  instruct 
the  gunboats  in  the  James  River  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  this  army. 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  gunboats  proceed  as  far  up  the  river  as 
may  be  practicable,  and  hope  they  may  get  up  as  far  as  the  vicinity  of 
New  Market.  We  have  met  a  severe  repulse  to-day,  having  been 
attacked  by  vastly  superior  numbers,  and  I  am  obliged  to  fall  back 
between  the  Ghickahominy  and  the  James.  I  look  to  you  to  give  me  all 
the  support  you  can  in  covering  my  flank,  as  well  as  in  giving  protection 
to  my  supplies  afloat  in  James. 

G.  B.  McGlbllan, 

Major-Oeneral. 
Flag-Officer  Goldsbobouoh. 

N  W  B— VOL  7   33 
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Mter  from  Fluff-Officer  Goldnboroiiffh,   V.  ft'.  Navy,  to   Maj/>rOt 
MfCii'llan,  V.  S.  Army,  rr^iirding  hii>  title  nnil  rank  niitl  IAb 

lit  Ike  Navy  itnii  Army, 

U.  S.  I-'LAoHHU'  Minnesota, 
Knr/olk,  Va.,  June  37,  IfH 

Dear  Sik:  1  lun  noitlier  particularly  fastidious  about  tmimiwrfii 
coimeniK  nor  piiine  tjt  verbo-casuisl.ry,  but  tlicro  ia  a  matter  to  which  I 
wish  to  invite  your  attention  lUid  ask  for  its  correction,  becjinse  it  is 
just  that  I  should  do  so.    Of  late  your  transcriber,  I  suppoBe,  of  tele- 

_  ̂ rauifi,  is  in  the  habit  of  addressing  me  "  Captain  Goklsborougli,  tla^- 
f.oflicer."    This  is  quite  as  unnaval  as  it  would  be  unmilitaryif  1  were  to 
*  address  one  of  your  generals  with  the  lineal  rank  of  captain  or  m^jor 
in  the  Army  as  Oaptiiin  or  Major  Blank,  brigadier  or  major-general. 
The  net  of  Congress  entitled  "  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
|iromote  the  efticieucy  of  the  Navy,"  approved  January  Ifi,  18.17,  section 
5,  declares  ''  that  captains  in  i-omniand  of  squadrons  shall  bo  denonil- 
nat«d  Hag- officers.''    This,  I  take  it,  is  quite  enough  for  me  to  say  to 
you  ui>ou  the  subject;  but  for  the  better  understanding  of  your  tran- 

scriber, 1  beg  to  aild  that  my  nfticial  and  legal  address  is  Flag  Officer 
L.  M.  Goldsborough.     In  this  way  I  am  always  addressed  by  the  Navy 
Departmen  t,  by  every  otficer  in  theKavy,  and  by  every  one  else  possessing 
a  correct  knowle<lge  of  my  iwsition. 

I  may  as  well  also  state  that,  under  date  of  October  last,  I  received 
from  the  Navy  Department  a  communication  inforiuing  me  that,  by 

'  decision  of  the  President,  Hag-officers  in  the  Navy  were  to  rank  with 
k  major-generals  in  the  Army.    General  Scott,  1  know,  was  eonsalted 
I  about  this  decision  and  concurred  in  its  propriety. 

Very  truly  and  faithftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  CoLDsnoBorGH. 

Major-lrcneral  McClellan. 

Wj)eiitrvriion  of  tin-  ulcti off  Wilnmiffiim,  .V.  0.,  June 

Baport  of  Commandsr  Farksr.  U,  B.  Navy,  oammuidliig  V.  8.  B.  CambridgB. 

U.  S.  S,  Oa.mbridoe, 

Of  Wilminf/toii,  X.  C,  July  -j,  IStiS.' 
Sm:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of 

June,  at  4:15  o'clock,  a  large  steam  propeller,  sfhootier- rigged,  and 
about  l,lMMl  tons  burden,  was  descrie*!  under  the  land  about  3  miles 
from  Federal  Point  batteries.    Weimniedialelystood  for  her  and  opened 

I  our  Parrott  gun  upon  her,  the  Cambridge  being  underway  cruising'. 
I  At  this  the  propeller  hoisteil  Knglisb  colors  and  ran  under  a  heavy 
t  preas  of  steam  toward  the  channel  within  a  half  a  mile  of  the  fort, 
where  she  was  necessarily  beached,  in  consequence  of  our  continually 
firing  upon  her,  her  crew  leaving  in  boats  for  tlie  shore. 

Our  battery  was  Hred  at  intervals  for  about  three  hours,  and,  although 
the  propeller  was  struck  several  times,  yet  we  were  unable  to  fire  her. 

The  atmosphere  was  hazy  and  the  color  of  the  vessel  slate,  while 
her  stern  was  t<iward  u.-*,  rendering  the  ship  indistinct.    In  ourendeav- 
ors  to  destroy  the  vessel  the  tort  threw  very  heavy  sliotri  toward  u»» 
bursting  over  our  heads  and  obliging  us  to  haul  oft'. 

The  propeller  is  yet  hard  and  fast  ujion  the  beach  and  appears  to  be 
L  tnli  of  warcr  and  gradually  settling  down  into  the  sand,  and  will  proli- 
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ably  prove  a  total  wreck,  while  her  cargo  will  be  partially  secured  by 
the  rebels. 

The  Stars  and  Stripes  rendered  very  efficient  aid  to  the  Cambridge 
during  the  engagement,  no  other  vessel  of  our  squadron  being  present. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  a.  Parker, 

Commander, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  [North]  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

[Fint  endoraement.] 

July  12, 1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  this  copy  of  a  com- 
munication from  Commander  Parker,  of  the  Cambridge,  just  received, 

with  regard  to  the  case  of  an  English  steamer  which  attempted  to  enter 
WiliAington,  N.  C,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  ultimo.  I  shall  write 
to  him  immediately  for  further  information  upon  the  subject,  and  to 
know  how  it  was  the  vessel  got  so  close  in  without  being  discovered. 
I  take  it  that  the  vessel  herself  was  sunk. 

Very  respectfully, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

FUig- Officer, 
[Second  endorsement.] 

This  whole   l^ockade  is  and    has   been    unsatisfactory  from    the 
beginning. G.  W. 

Order  of  FUg-OfBoer  Goldiboroogh,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Commander  Parker,  TS,  S.  Kavy,  to  ftimish 
additional  fa^rmatiflni 

XT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.j  July  12^  1862, 

Sir  :  Your  report  of  the  2d  instant  relative  to  the  attempt  of  a  large 
steam  propeller  to  run  the  blockade  off  Wilmington  on  the  27th  of  June 
has  been  received. 

1  desire  further  information  concerning  this  occurrence.  Be  good 
enough  to  inform  me  whether  this  vessel  had  been  seen  from  any  of 
the  blockading  steamers  before  4 :  15  a.  m.  June  27,  and  if  so,  under 
what  circumstances.  If  not,  please  state  how  it  was  she  managed  or 
was  permitted  to  get  so  close  in  before  her  discovery  took  place. 

Inform  Lieutenant  Commanding  McCook,  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes^ 
that  I  wish  him  to  send  me  a  report  of  his  share  in  the  transaction, 
and  you  will  please  give  me  the  latest  information  in  your  possession 
concerning  the  condition  of  the  wreck;  what  movements  may  have 
been  made  in  its  vicinity  by  the  rebels,  and,  according  to  your  best 
knowledge  or  belief,  how  large  a  pro|K)rtion,  if  any,  of  the  cargo  has 
been  saved  by  them ;  also,  about  the  character  of  this  cargo  and  the 
name  of  the  vessel. 

Have  any  efibrts  been  made  to  complete  its  destruction,  or  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  recovering  it  or  obtaining  goods  from  itt 

Be  pleased  to  afford  me  the  required  information  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUaH, 
Flag- Officer. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge^  off  Wilmington^  N.  C7. 
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AdditioDol  report  of  Commuidet  F&rfcer,  U,  8.  Vvfj. 

U.  S.  S.  CAMBEroOK, 
fieri  nfiiri,  N.  C,  Angtuit  I,  It 

Sir:  Your  coiniauiiication  of  tlit-  date  .Inly  1-  lias  been  received, 
rcquiriug  further  iuformatiou  of  the  hirge  steam  propeller  which  ran 
the  bhickade  off  Wilmiugton,  N.  C,  on  the  morning  nf  the  27th  of  June 
last. 

In  reply  I  have  to  atate  that  I  hare  been  informed  that  her  name  in 
the  Modern  Greece,  aud  that  her  <^rgo  consisted  of  1,(M)0  tKniB  of  gun- 

powder, some  rilled  ciludou  and  other  arms  and  equipments,  the  tjuau- 
tities  of  which  I  am  not  informed,  together  with  balea  of  clothing  and 
epiiitiiouB  liquors. 

I  believe  that  the  liquors  and  clotliing  have  been  saved,  as  wn  could 
see  that  a  large  quantity  of  bales,  boxes,  and  barrels  had  been  passed 
on  shore  from  the  steamer  daring  the  three  days  after  she  was  beached. 
I  have  iuformatiou  from  contrabands  fnmi  shore  that  not  one  pound  of 
powder  nor  a  single  cannon  wassave*!.  And  this  agiees  witli  my  own 
opiiiiou,  as  the  ateanter  filled  with  water  soon  after  hIk'  went  on  shore. 

I  counted  nine  distinct  shot  holes  made  by  our  battery,  some  of 

which  were  near  the  water's  eilge,  thus  admitting  the  sea  water  to  flow 
into  the  steamer  freely.  A  curious  circumstance  connected  with  this 
affair  was  the  fact  that  after  several  of  our  shot  had  struck  the  steamer 
the  fort  fired  several  shot  at  her.  We  were  unable  to  account  for  this 
maneuver  at  the  time,  but  I  have  aino«  learned  that  the  officers  at  th« 
fort  tiled  at  the  steamer  solid  shot  to  admit  water  into  her  and  thus 
prevent  our  shells  from  exploding  the  large  quantity  of  powder  ia  ber 
bold,  and  also  to  insure  ber  sinking  in  case  we  should  try  t«  tow  her 
ofi'  tliu  beach. 

The  present  state  of  the  Moiirrn  Greeee  is  a  total  wreck.  Her  spar 
dei;k  is  level  with  the  wHter.  and  her  upper  works  have  been  washed 

awiiy  and  remo%'ed.  A  bed  of  sand  has  been  formed  around  her  so  that 
flhe  will  never  float  again,  probably.  Her  mai^ts  and  smokestack  are 
still  standing. 

Efibrts  were  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  Cambridge^  the  MontieellOt 
and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  to  destroy  the  propeller  more  effectiwlly,and 
to  (irevent  the  enemy  from  unlading  her,  by  flriug  upon  them,  but  this 
was  difficult  and  dangerous  work,  as  the  fort  has  one  or  more  guua  of 
long  range  and  of  heavier  caliber,apparently,thaii  any  of  our  own  guns. 

The  reason  that  the  propeller  was  able  to  approm^h  so  near  to  the 
fort  without  being  discovered  was  tliat  the  weather  was  hazy  at  that 
time  at  early  daylight,  and  she  was  painted  KJate  color  (as  before  stated), 
which  enabled  her  t»  lie  close  under  the  shore  without  being  seen,  and 
she  bad  not  been  seen  from  any  of  the  blockading  steamers  before  4:16 
o'clock  a.  m.  .lune  27. 

Respectfully,  your  oI>edient  servant. 
Wsi.    A.    I'ABKER. Commandt 

Flag-officer  L.  M.  Gni.DSBOROunH. 
Comdtj.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqiunlron,  Xor/olk,  Va. 

Baport  of  Yla^-OKaa  Oaldjboiongh,  U.  S,  Vavj,  raguding  oaiga  of  iteain  pnipellsr 
Greece. 

n.  S.  FLAOBHir   MiNNBMOTA, 
Xor/otk,  in.,  Au;>i(st  7,  1862. 

RiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  DepHrtnient  that  two  contrabands 
kreci'ived  by  Oaptiiin  (ilisson  on  tbo  iJ-d  ultimo  have  staUnl  that  the 
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steamer  Modem  Greece^  which  was  sunk  oft*  New  lulet,  Wiliningtou, N.  C,  by  the  U.  S.  steamers  Cambridge  aud  Stars  and  Sirii)eSj  was 
loaded  principally  with  gunpowder,  all  of  which  was  destroyed  when 
she  went  down ;  that  there  were  lost  on  board  several  rifled  cannon, 
but  that  some  clothing  and  liquor  were  saved  from  the  steamer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Rear-Admiraly  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa^hington^  D.  C. 

Report  of  lieuteiuuit  MoCook,  TT.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  the  IT.  8.  8.  Stan  and  Stripes. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 
Beaufortj  N.  (7.,  August  17,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Commander  Armstrong,  I  would 
make  the  following  report  concerning  the  attempted  running  *of  the 
blockade  by  the  steamer  Modern  Greece: 

On  the  27th  of  June  last,  a  few  minutes  after  4  a.  m.,  I  was  informed 
that  some  large  object  could  be  seen  close  inshore  and  apparently 
aground.  I  at  once  went  on  deck,  got  the  vessel  underway,  and  called 
the  men  to  quarters.  A  short  time  before  we  headed  round  for  the 
strange  vessel,  the  Cambridge  made  signal  to  us,  "  Enemy  in  sight." 
At  nearly  the  same  time  she  fired  a  gun.  About  the  time  the  Cam- 

bridge tired  the  gun,  the  vessel  was  reported  to  be  moving.  I  can  not 
be  positive,  but  my  impression  is  that  she  was  moving,  and  that  it  was 
at  this  time  she  was  run  ashore  under  the  battery.  In  heading  for  the 
steamer  I  passed  close  by  the  Cambridge,  and  opened  fire  with  my  rifle 
gun  as  soon  as  I  came  within  range.  Shortly  after  commencing  our 
fire,  the  people  in  the  steamer  deserted  her.  As  soon  as  they  had  left, 
the  rebel  battery  on  Federal  Point  opened  fire  on  the  stranger,  striking 
her  several  times.  They  also  threw  one  shot  at  the  Cambridge  wliich  fell 
short,  and  one  rifle  shot  at  this  vessel  which  struck  close  astern  of  us. 

All  this  time  both  our  vessels  were  keeping  up  a  fire  on  the  steamer. 
I  used  my  rifled  howitzer  and  20.pounder  Parrott  chiefly,  but  tried  to 
get  close  enough  to  use  my  8inch  guns.  Finding  I  could  not  get  close 
enough  to  use  my  broadside  guns  at  direct  firing  without  coming  under 
the  guns  of  the  battery,  I  tried  to  ricochet  my  shell  in.  I  think  I 
succeeded  in  striking  her  twice  in  this  way.  With  my  rifle  guns  I 
struck  her  repeatedly.  Fire  was  kept  up  from  this  vessel  until  about 
7  a.  m.,  when  Captain  Parker  ordered  me  to  suspend  tiring  until  after 
breakfast. 

After  breakfast  both  vessels  stood  in  the  second  time.  As  soon  as 
we  came  within  range  I  opened  with  my  rifle  guns,  making  very  good 
firing.  I  again  tried  to  place  the  vessel  so  that  we  could  use  the 
H  inch  guns  with  effect,  without  coming  in  range  of  the  battery.  This 
1  found  to  be  impossible,  for,  before  we  had  reached  within  1,800  yards 
of  the  steamer,  a  shot  irom  the  battery  passed  between  my  main  and 
mizzen  masts  and  struck  the  water  between  our  vessels.  It  was 
shortly  followed  by  a  shell  which  burst  high  and  abreast  of  us,  throw- 

ing pieces  all  around  the  Cambridge. 
Not  considering  myself  justified  in  remaining  under  fire  of  the  bat- 

tery without  orders,  I  followed  the  motions  of  the  Cambridge  and  stood 
out  a  short  distance.  I  then  turned  and  fired  several  more  shot  at 
the  steamer.    At  this  time  the  Cambridge  made  signal  to  come  within 
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Before  obeying  the  signal,  I  lired  two  l.i-Becoiid  slirapuel  at  the 
tatteiy;  oue  burst  immediately  over  it,  the  other  I  did  not  see  strike. 
Oi)  going  within  hail  of  the  Cambridge,  Oii|)tiiiD  Parker  asked  me  h> 

come  on  board.  I  did  so;  told  bim  that  one  of  my  othcers  had  volun- 
teered tu  go  in  and  burn  the  steamer,  but  that  I  could  see  no  possible 

vhanee  of  suc(.'ess  in  the  attempt.  Both  Captaiii  Parker  and  myself 
L>  agreed  that  we  could  do  no  more  with  our  vessels,  and  that  to  send 
■<iur  light  boats  iu  to  burn  her,  under  the  tire  of  two  butteries,  would 
Vonly  be  to  insure  their  destructioti,  without  accomplisliiug  the  desired 

pobjeut.  I  ret^oinmeuded  him  to  send  me  around  on  the  othei'  side  for 
e  vessels  with  heavy  t;*i"^;  '  eould  be  back  by  daylight  with  any 

reeufurcement  Captain  Glisson  saw  lit  to  send,  when  we  could  have 
tried  to  lire  the  steamer  with  heavy  shell.  In  the  event  of  this  failing, 
we  would  have  a  better  force  to  attempt  her  destruction  in  any  other 
manner.  Uuriug  my  absence  the  Cambridge  could  keep  the  rebels 
from  discharging  the  cargo,  with  her  rifle  gun.  Captain  Parker 
objected  to  this  arrangement,  as  it  would  leave  only  one  vessel  on  the 
blockade  that  uight 

During  the  remainder  of  the  day  I  stood  in  several  times,  driving 

the  rebels  ofl'  whenever  they  attempted  to  discbarge  the  cargo. In  coiiclUKJon  I  would  say  that  the  Modern  Greece  <lid  not  succeed  in 
running  the  blockade,  nor  could  she  have  i)assed  over  the  bar  witbout 
coming  under  the  Sre  of  this  vessel.  I  was  anchored  nearly  abreast  of 
the  entrance:  the  steamer  wai^  run  ashore  about  half  a  mile  to  the 

(northw
ard  of  the  battery  on  Fe

deial  Point.  The  Ca
mbridge  was 

Buchored  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  me,  pmbably  2J  miles 
Sistant.  During  the  affair  I  fired  lOtl  rounds. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  S.  MoCooK, 

lAeutenanl,  Commanding  Ntarn  it/id  Str' 
Kear-Admiral  L.  M.  GoLUSBouomm, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic-  Blockading  Stptadrn 

Jttport  of  Fl-ifl-Oficfr  GoUUboroufjh,  T.  .S.  Navy,  of  affai 

fiimmnnd,  and  of  arneal  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  of  the  i'.  ' Georgia. 

V.  S.  Flagship  Minnbsota, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  June  -Jl,  J86i 
8nt:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter*  tma 

Commander  Uowan,  toachiiig  the  Union  seutimeuts  of  the  people  aboat 
rtymnuth,  the  Scuppcruong,  and  Rdenton,  N,  C,  the  arrest  of  certain 
rebellious  and  disaffected  citizens,  etc. 

Lieutenant  ('ommanding  Flusser  has  captured,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Pastiuotank,  a  lens  and  other  lighthouse  appliauces,  which,  he  is 
informed,  are  a  part  or  the  whole  of  Hatteras  light  and  a  }>ortion  of  the 

works  from  Boilie's  Island.  Reports  from  Commander  Rowan  and 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser  lui  the  subject  have  been  sent  to  the 
pr(»idcntof  the  Light-House  Board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Nlnte  of  Georgia  arrived 
yesterday  from  off  Wilmingtim,  N.  C,  needing  repairs,  as  is  alleged. 
A  strict  survey  is  now  being  held  on  board  of  her,  in  order  to  ascertain 
if  there  was  an  imperative  necessity  that  she  should  leave  ber  bli-ck- 
ading  station. 
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Sabject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department,  I  have  this  day  appointed 
William  P.  Durgiu,  late  yeoman  of  the  Cambridge^  an  acting  master's 
mate,  and  directed  him  to  report  for  duty  on  board  that  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FJxig-Officer. Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  J).  0. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Porter j  U.  S.  Navyj  commanding  U.  S.  S.  UlliSy 
of  being  fired  on  by  Confederate  cavalry. 

U.  S.  S.  Ellis, 
Off  Winton,  N.  C,  June  27,  18G2. 

Sir  :  We  were  fired  upon  this  morning  by  a  company  of  rebel  cavalry, 
about  eighty  strong,  who  were  on  their  way  from  Murfreesboro  to  the 
lower  end  of  Hertford  County  for  the  purpose,  as  1  have  been  told,  of 
destroying  cotton. 

They  crawled  to  the  edge  of  the  bluff  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the 
Wintou  road,  and,  after  firing  a  heavy  volley  into  us,  they  beat  a  very 
hasty  retreat. 

I  immediately  got  underway  and  steamed  up  the  river  about  one- 
eighth  of  a  mile.  Here  I  opened  on  the  rebels  with  grape  and  canister 
as  long  as  they  were  in  sight,  and  then  used  shell. 

I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties. 
I  expended  for  32-pounder  2  5-second  shell,  3 10-second  shell,  3  stands 

canister,  and  2  of  grape. 
After  throwing  shell  along  the  Murfreesboro  road  until  I  judged  they 

had  gotten  out  of  range,  I  returned  to  my  anchorage. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  H.  Porter, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  Ellis. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Flusser, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  Albemarle  Sound, 

Report  of  Commander  McKinstry,    U.  S.  Navy,   regarding  convoy  of 
steamers  for  the  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Dacotah, 
Hampton  Roads,  June  27^  1862. 

Sir:  On  arriving  at  this  anchorage  at  5.30  a.m.  I  communicated 
with  Captain  [C.  W.]  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  who  states  that  the  steamers 
required  for  towing  can  not  be  here  until  tomorrow. 

Whenever  the  convoy  is  ready  I  shall  proceed  to  execute  your  order. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  McKlNSTRY, 
Commander. 

Flag-Offlcer  L.  M.  Goldsborotgh, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  off  Norfolk. 
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'ter  from  tlis  Secretarjf  of  the  Kavy  to  flaff-ojfleera,  iranxmittiHg 
patches  from  V.  S.  consul*  at  Hamburg  and  Falmouth. 

Navy  DBi'AUTMEHr, -/wncS?,  1SS2, 

Sib:  I  transmit  herewith  copiea  of  the  f'olluwitig  dispatebeai  JuiieS, from  the  consul  at  Uambiirg,  relative  to  the  Bt«amer  tiylph;  Jnnei!, 

&oi)i  the  coifsul  at  Falmouth,  relative  to  the  steamer  Jjodona;  June  \' from  the  eonsul  at  Bermuda,  relative  to  the  steamers  Stanley,  Leopu 
and  Herald, 

The  Rteamer  Bahama,  with  a  valuable  cargo  ou  board  for  tlie  rebl 
was  last  reported  at  Futicbal,  Madeira,  wliiuh  place  she  lelt  ou  tbe^ 
!of  May,  Obitenstbly  tor  Nassau. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 
Gideon  Wbixbi 

Flag-Offleer  J  as.  L.  Labdneb, 
Commanding  Eastern  Gulf,  etc.,  Ktiy  West. 

FlagOfficer  L.  M,  Goldsboeoiioh, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic,  etc,  Norfolk,  Va. 

IBucinun..] 

U.  8.  Consulate,  Hamburg,  June  3,  1S6X 

BiBr  The  English  steamer  Sylph,  of  500  toua  register,  of  Oraiige- 
moutli,  Scotland,  has  been  purchased  at  this  port  by  the  owuers  of  the 
Calumbui  to  convey  a  cargo  of  coutmbaud  of  war  to  the  South.     She         i 
will  proceed  immediately  to  load.     It  has  been  iutiniated  to  me  that  it         i 
is  the  intention  of  her  owners  to  get  a  certillcate  of  me  and  take  her 
into  New  Orleans.    This  I  will  refuse  to  grant  under  any  circnm stances. 
The  authorities  at  New  Orleans  had  bett«r  be  uotltied  of  her  inteutioD. 

^^^_  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.,  ^^^J 
^^^  Jahbh  H.  Andeeson,       ̂ ^^I 
^^H  Conaut^^M 
^^H  Hon.  W.  H.  Bbwabd,  ^^H 
^^^H  Sgcrelary  of  State,  Wojihington.  ^^^| 

^^^r  IT.  S.  Consulate,  Falmouth,  June  3,  ISfiA^^H 
'  BsTSBMBD  Fbiend  :  I  liavc  now  to  inform  ttitt  Department  that  there        ' 

is  now  at  this  |>ort  from  Hull,  and  said  to  be  bound  to  Tampico  with  » 
general  cargo,  the  screw  steamer  Loiiona,  Captain  Luckies.    This  vessel         ; 
airivt^d  here  ou  tlio  1st  instant,  and,  having  taken  in  a  supply  of  coals, 
appears  to  have  got  np  her  steam  in  readiness  for  continuing  her         ̂  
voyage.  I 

She  is  called  573  tons  register,  is  bark-rigged,  and  has  one  fnniiel 
(black)  between  the  main  and  mi^zcn  masts.  The  lower  part  of  lier 
sides  arc  painted  brown,  her  bulwarks  black,  and  after  rail  white.  She 
has  a  short  bowsprit. 

I  remain,  etc.,  Alfred  l-'ox,           U.  S.  Oomut^ 

The  Sbcektauy  of  State, 
Washington. 

Sib:  The  steamer  Herald  left  here  youterday  nndcr  command  of  Cap- 
[toin  Coxetter,  who  shipped  by  bis  reiil  name.     She  cleared  for  Nassuo, 
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The  iron  screw  steamer  Stanley j  of  Aberdeen,  arrived  here  ou  the  11th 
instant,  reported  twenty-four  days  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  Nassaa 
with  a  full  cargo.  She  is  aboat  500  tons  burden,  has  three  masts^  with 
yards  on  the  fore^iast. 

The  iron  side-wheel  steamer  Leopardj  of  Glasgow,  arrived  here  on  the 
12th  instant,  reports  fifteen  days  from  Cork.  She  is  about  350  tons 
bnrden,  of  light  draft,  schooner-rigged,  and  apparently  a  very  fast 
vesseL  The  Leopard  has  taken  all  the  coal  in  the  hands  of  individuals, 
which  is  only  about  50  tons,  and  I  am  informed  will  leave  early  next 
week.  The  Stanley  is  in  want  of  coal,  but  can  not  get  it,  as  the  Gov- 

ernment refuses  to  supply  them. 
The  three  above-named  vessels  belong  to  what  is  called  here  Wilson's 

Southern  Line,  and  are  consigned  to  J.  T.  Bourne,  the  Southern  agent 
here. 

The  crew  of  the  schooner  Anna  E,  Berry  all  left  here  in  the  steamer 
Heraldy  after  having  shipped  their  cargo  to  London. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, C.  M.  Allen, 
CanauL 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 

[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  June  28^  1863-  1  a.  m. 
Just  received  your  second  telegram*  upon  the  subject  of  the  light- 

draft  gunboats  going  up  the  Chickahominy  and  covering  the  left  fiank 
of  your  army.  Without  a  moment's  delay  instructions  shall  be  com- 

municated to  (3ommander  Bodgers  to  comply  immediately  with  sA\  you 
desire. 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag- Officer. 

M%jor-General  MoClellan. 

[Telegram.] 
War  Department, 

Washington,  June  28, 1862 — 2:45  p.  m. 
Enemy  has  cut  army  communication  with  White  House  and  is  driving 

Stonemau  back  on  that  point.  Do  what  you  can  for  him  with  gunboats 
at  or  near  that  place.  General  McClellan^s  main  force  is  between  the 
Chickahominy  and  the  James  Biver;  also  do  what  you  can  to  commu- 

nicate with  him  and  support  him  there. 
A.  Lincoln. 

Flag-Oflftcer  L.  M.  Goldsbgrgugh. 

[TelegnuD.] 

Port  Mgnrge,  June  28, 1862— 3: 30  p.  m. 
I  be^  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  telegram  to-day.  I  knew  of 

General  McGlellan's  position  last  night  and  sent  up  orders  for  gunboats 
to  go  up  Ghickahomiuy  to  protect  the  General's  left  flank  and  guard 

*Seep.  513. 
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BTesseli)  with  supplies.  General  Dix  und  rayseir  will  do  everythiii 
■iOiir  power  to  coiniiiuiiicate  witli  General  McOlellan  aud  to  keep  a 
•muuicatiou  with  him  open  ap  the  James  Itiver. 

L.   M,   GOLDSnOKOUGH, 
Commodot 

Iluil.   AllKAHAM    LlNOOLN, 

ITnlBgnuo-l 

WasHINotok,  June  as,  7862— 7:30 p.  A 
You  can  keep  the  WachuHett  uulil  further  orders. (i.  V.  Fox, 

Amtigtant  Secretary  Nm 
Flag-Ofliciir  Golds  bo  bough. 

i 

I  Hcport   I)/  ('i)mmantivr    McKinntry,    U.   8.   Navp,    reijardimj   Irans^ 
iirr'nHnij  off  •! amKHtmcn  Inland. 

u.  a.  s.  daootah, 
Off  Jamestoirn  laliiiitl,  Jvne  l>8,  1862 — 11: 30  p.  m. 

SiK:  Your  letter  of  tliis  date  to  Commander  Bodgera,  etc,  haa  been 
Bbowu  Die.     It  will  be  forwarded  to  €ity  Point  at  daylight. 

Prom  ita  suggestion  the  transports  will  be  kept  at  this  auchorage 
until  further  orders  or  information  is  received. 

The  transports  which  l«tt  Newport  News  this  morning  are  all  hvm, 
with  one  exception,  a  three  masted  schooner,  which  has  grounded  a 

I  4  miles  below,  and  which  will  pi-obably  Iw  adoat  by  morning. 
Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

J,   P.   McKlNSTBY, 
C/ommawk 

FlagOfticer  L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUOH, 
Comdff.  Xurtk  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Xvr/olk, 

|Te4sKnun.] 

FoETBESS  Monroe.  June  30,  186S—11: 30  a.  m. 
(Received  at  Washington,  1).  U.,  VI:  W^.  m.) 

1  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Commander  Uodgen. 
L.   M.  GOLD3BOEOl'GH, Floif-Offioi 

Hon.  GlDKON   WKLLES, 
tievreiitry  of  theSacy,  Waxhington,  D.  V. 

U-  S.  Gunboat  Qaiana, 
Off  Turkey  Inland,  Jhiio  S9,  J86S. 

Sm:  III  obodienre  tn  yaiir  letter  containing  a  telogrniu  from  (•encrn.I  Model  Ian.  1 
iniiucdlBtely  proceeded  with  tliie  veiuel,  the  Jrootlook,  and  tlin  Mahatka  up  Jiuiiiw 

RiviT  to  Stargeoutulrii,  slioTe  N'rw  Market,  indicated  on  the  lelegrHUi. 
[  ((ot  underway  at  ilayligbt  and  ran  down  totliia  plooe.  1  here  niel.  the  I'orl  liai/at 

wiUi  an  otHoer  from  General  Kevee,  aeiit  tu  open  communication  with  nie,  lie  ileaig- 
natail  thin  as  the  point.  I  retui'nrd  up  tlit-  river  to  briiiu  the  eanboata  here.  Ou 
   -  '   wu  I  regret  tlie  Hakaika  Uiui  jt  niiiu  kitleil  by  wuaketfiriug  b'omtliebiuika. 
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I  have  flinoe  met  Colonel  Alexander,  of  the  engineers,  sent  by  General  McCloUan 
to  communicate  with  me  and  to  select  base  for  operations.  I  shall  take  the  colonel 
around  in  thin  vessel  to  make  the  selection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, John  Rodgebs, 
Commander, 

Flag-Offlcer  L.  [M.]  Goldsborough, 
Cammamding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Minnesota, 

• 

P.  8. — ^I  am  in  a  very  great  hurry  and  apologize  for  a  postHcript. 
Colonel  AJexander  has  no  means  of  communication,  and  begs  that  yon  will  make 

known  to  General  Dix  the  pressing  necessity  here  for  steamers  for  tlie  accommoda- 
tion of  the  sick  and  wounded,  at  the  very  earliest  moment. 

Let  them  stop  below  Harrison's  Bar  and  await  orders. 
Very  respectftilly, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander, 

Report  of  Commander  RodgerSj  U.  S.  Navy^  of  the  sending  the  submarine 
propeller  ba^ck  to  Fortress  Monroe  for  further  orders. 

U.  S.  S.  Galena, 
Off  City  roint,  June  29,  1S62. 

SiB:  I  Rend  back  to  Fortress  Monroe  for  further  orders  the  machine 
for  blowing  up  obstructions  in  James  Kiver. 

Pickets  observe  every  movement.  Her  presence  here  is  doubtless 
known.  If  she  were  to  blow  up  the  stones  filling  the  lighters  sunk  in 
James  Elver,  they  would  sink  again.  While  the  lighters  remain  whole, 
there  is  a  bare  chance  of  moving  them  bodily  with  tugs  to  one  side  of 
the  channel,  and  by  all  means  I  would  recommend  this  before  the  craft 
containing  these  stones  are  broken  to  pieces. 

In  going  up  the  Appomattox  to  Petersburg  the  machine  will  show 
above  water,  since  on  the  bars  there  is  not  depth  to  submerge  her. 
Kegiments  and  field  artillery  will  fire  at  her.  Should  she  escape  these, 
as  the  rebels  are  badly  off  for  food,  and  fish  with  nets  very  diligently, 
which  nets  extend  entirely  across  the  drain  called  a  channel,  some 
poor  negro  fisherman  will  drag  her  to  shore.  She  is,  in  the  present 
X)osture  of  our  affairs  here,  and  from  physical  causes,  utterly  powerless 
to  help  our  cause,  but  in  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  destruction  to  us. 
She  might  be  used  to  blow  up  the  Monitor^  Galena,  Minnesota,  or  what- 

ever vessel  should  be  advanced  either  in  position  or  importance. 
This  ma<;hnie  is  so  terrible  an  engine,  if  employed  against  us,  that  if  I 

retain  her  I  must  keep  a  strong  force  to  guard  her.  It  is  simpler  to 
send  her  back  for  further  orders.    I  have  no  use  for  her. 
We  are  within  rifie  shot  of  the  shore,  and  horse  artillery  can  give  us 

annoyance  or  even  damage  and  retreat  before  any  reply  can  be  made. 
We  are  already  more  crowded  in  the  narrow  channel  than  quit^  com- 

ports with  free  movement.  Some  position  for  army  transports  would 
suit  them  better  than  this,  if  chosen  lower  down  the  river,  and  where 
their  decks  would  be  free  from  hostile  shots.  When  any  point  above 
sliall  be  designated,  then  some  two  or  three  hours'  steaming  will  cover 
the  difference.  The  west  or  right  bank  of  James  Biver  is  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Nearly  the  whole  power  of  the  Southern  Con- 

federacy is  within  a  few  miles  of  us.  The  stream  is  very  narrow.  This 
is  no  place  for  unarmed  vessels,  except  their  presence  be  necessary  and 
their  use  immediate.  If  the  army  transports  should  come,  however,  I 
shall,  of  course,  do  what  I  can  to  defend  them.  A  force,  which  I  have 
since  heard  consisted  of  3,0<K)  men,  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  dis- 

charged two  volleys  of  musketry  at  the  Galena,  which  happened  to  be 
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the  uearest  vessel,  and  o])ened  fire  with  fieldpieces.  We  can  not  pre- 
vent these  sudden  attacks  upon  ourselves,  and  as  little  prevent  them 

upon  others.  We,  however,  can  defend  ourselves.  Vessels  which  can 
not  do  £0  had  better  not  be  sent  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Eodgers, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 

[Flag-Officer  Goldsborouoh, 
Hampton  Boads,] 

Report  of  Commander  Rodger  8,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  failure  to  burn  the  bridge 
at  Petersburg  and  of  movements  of  vessels  in  the  James  River, 

U.  S.  S.  Galena, 

Off  City  Pointy  June  29,  1862. 
SiB:  We  failed  to  bum  the  bridge.  The  vessel  got  aground  before 

we  arrived  at  the  point  where  the  boats  could  leave. 
I  have  not  time  at  present  to  make  a  detailed  report,  having  just 

returned  to  the  vessel  and  being  about  to  get  underway. 
The  Island  BelUj  tug,  is  still  aground.  I  have  given  orders  should 

she  not  be  got  off  at  this  tide  to  burn  her  and  retire.  I  think  she  will 
be  got  off,  but  if  not,  we  can  not  spare  the  force  at  present  to  guard 
her.    She  is  on  Gilliam^s  Bar,  in  tbe  Appomattox. 

I  take  up  James  River  the  Galena,  Monitor,  AroostooJc,  and  Mahaska. 
1  leave  the  Port  Royal  and  the  Maratanza  and  Southjield  to  guard  the 
army  transports  in  James  lUver  and  our  own  supplies  in  scliooners. 

I  have  sent  the  Jacob  Bell  and  Delaware  uj)  the  Chickahoininy.  The 
Satellite  will  follow  them  this  evening. 
Any  vessel  going  above  this  point  should  be  well  protected  against 

musketry. 

The  Port  Royal  has  only  a  single  day's  coal.    Please  send  a  supply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander. 

Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Letter  from  Commander  Rodgers  y  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flaij- Officer  Goldsboroughj 
regarding  plan  to  destroy  railroad  bridge  at  Petersburg. 

Confidential.]  U.  S.  S.  Galena, 
Off  City  Point,  June  2!f,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  agreed  with  Mr.  John  Henralian,  the  bearer,  to  do  the 
business  which  Mr.  Fox  thonght  $50,000  would  be  not  too  large  a  com- 

pensation for;  unless,  indeed,  the  present  conjunction  of  (ieneral 
McClellan's  affairs  renoers  it  inexpedient  to  do  it  at  tlie  present  moment. 
The  injury  might  be  repaired  before  it  would  be  greatly  felt.  I  suggest 
to  you  to  enquire  whether  matters  had  better  still  proceed.  Mr.  Hen- 

ralian will  call  to  see  whether  he  had  better  proceed  at  once  to  his  work. 
I  have  agreed  for  $50,000  when  done.  The  time  to  be  ascertained  from 
yourself  by  Mr.  Henrahan,  the  bearer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Rodgkrs, 

Commander,  U,  S,  Navy. 
Flag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Cof/imandinff  North  Atlantic  lUockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Flag-  Officer  Ooldsboroughj 
U.  8.  Navy  J  introducing  Mr,  Henrdhan, 

[U.  S.  S.]  Galena, 
Off  dity  Pointy  June  29, 1862. 

Sir:  I  introduce  to  yon  the  bearer,  Mr.  Henrahan,  about  whom  I 
have  written  to  you.  He  attends  to  the  business  recommended  by 
Mr.  Fox. 

Your  obedient  servant,  John  RodgtERS, 
Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  8quadron, 

[Endorsement  ] 

i.  Brother's  name,  James  Henrahan   Iowa,  Placer  County;  Cal. 
i   Sister;8  name,  Mary  Henrahan   J  Both  in  Richmond. i.  Stepsister's  name,  Julia  Kenedy   J 

In  case  of  complete  success  Henrahan  to  have  $25,000  and  Fogerty, 
hia  associate,  the  same  amount.  If  Henrahan  should  lose  his  life  in 
the  affair  after  it  has  been  fully  accomplished,  then  his  brother  in  Cal- 

ifornia to  receive  $12,500,  his  sister  $6,250,  and  his  stepsister  $6,250. 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 
June  29,  1862. 

Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Rodgers,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  army  transports  and  the  submarine 
propeller. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Ya.,  June  29,  1862. 

Sir:  The  army  transports  up  the  James  River  are  to  be  anchored 
where  and  protected  as  you  may  direct.  They  are  entirely  subject  to 
your  orders  in  these  matters.  Use,  therefore,  your  own  sound  discre- 

tion in  the  premises. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Flag-0ffi4ier. 

Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Comdg.  Galena  and  8enior  Officer  in  James  River,  Virginia. 

P.  S. — You  did  right  in  returning  the  submarine  proi)eller  to  Hamp- 
ton Roads.  I  never  thought  that  it  could  be  of  the  slightest  service 

to  you,  and  so,  in  effect,  informed  the  Department. 
I  always  thought,  indeed,  that  it  would  prove,  as  it  has  done,  only  a 

source  of  expense  and  embarrassment.  But  where  are  the  two  princi- 
pal persons,  Messrs.  Eakin  and  Thomasf  Under  no  circumstances 

should  they  have  been  allowed  to  separate  themselves  from  it.  Do,  I 
beg  of  you,  avoid  such  troubles  hercHfter.  These  are  not  times  to  per- 

mit people  to  indulge  idle  curiosity  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public 
interests.  1  want  those  men  here  at  this  moment,  nor  can  I  dispose  of 
the  niachine  as  I  desire  in  consequence  of  their  absence. 

I  have  employed  Henigan  [Henrahan]  and  one  man  to  be  associated 
with  him  to  proceed  from  this  place  to  the  proper  spot  and  do  the  work  at 
once.    The  $50,000  promised  will  be  paid  according  to  the  agreement. 

P.  S.  No.  2. — I  have  suggested  to  the  army  authorities  at  Fort  Mon- 
roe that  their  transports  should  string  themselves  alou^  V^^\7««^«^ 

Jamestown  Island  and  Harrison's  Bat,  auA  \iOt»  \ft  ̂ xoeftRA  ̂ iJows^  '^J^v^ 
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Iftttcr  iwiut  nutil  further  orders.  Iti  all  tb ere  are  Rome  fonr  Imndred 
Iftul  odd,  but  my  idea  is  that  m*  more  of  them  than  are  absolutely 

"  necessary  should  be  placed  in  the  James  Kiver  atanyone  time.  I  have ordered  four  of  the  seven  gunboats  In  York  River  to  quit  there  and 
come  to  Fort  Monroe  for  the  purpose  of  convoyiug  and  protecting  the 
army  trauaimrts. 

L.  M.  G. 
JtTNK  30,  1862.  __^_ 

I  Report  of  Flag-O^cer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  .VfH'i/,  to  the  Sceretarp  of  the 
Navy,  regarding  proposed  destruction  of  railroad  bridge  at  I'etonlmrg, 
Va.,  and  the  return  of  the  submarine  propeller. 

Contidential.l  D".  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Ta..  June  2fl,  ISffS. 

^3rR:  As  the  expedition  up  the  Appomattox  has  not  rosnlted  favor- 
hbly  to  the  object  it  hud  in  view,  I  have,  this  day  engaged  two  reliable 
f  persons,  whose  names   I  will  givii  you  hereafter,  to  proceed  from  this 

to  the  proper  place  and  do  the  work.    The  men,  1  have  every  aasor- 
flnce,  are  entirely  and  tUorouphly  reliable.     lu  the  event  of  complete 
aat;cess  ea«h  is  to  receive  *2.'>,000,  and  in  case  one  of  them  should  be 
taiken  and  put  to  death  for  the  destruction  committed  hifi  brother  iit 
California  is  to  receive  $13,/i00.  bis  sister  in  Richmond  $H,250.  and  his 
stepsister,  also  in  Richmond,  96,250.     I  have  made  confidential  notes 
of  the  names,  etc..  of  the  parties,  all  of  wliicb  will  be  duly  forwarded 
when  necessary. 

t'ommander  Uodgers,  as  yon  will  perceive  by  copies  of  communica- 
tions from  him  which  I  forward  by  the  mail  of  to-day,  has.  on  flndinf;; 

the  submarine  propeller  of  no  use  to  him,  and  for  other  reasons,  sent  it 
to  Fort  Monroe,  Had  I  not  better  send  it  to  Washington  for  safe 
keeping!  At  best  it  can  only  operate  successfiilly  in  clear  and  tolerably 
deep  water. 

All  the  experiments  required  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
^nd  Docks  can  be  much  better  conducted  at  Washiugton  than  here, 

rticularly  at  this  very  critical  conjuncture  of  our  all'iiirs  hereabouts. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.    M.   GOLUSIIOBOUCH, 
Fl^ig<}^cir. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  iif  the  Xary,   Wanhington  f'ity. 

(T-l-Knun.J 

WabHINOTON,  JuneS9,  }f>r,S~-3:S0  p.  m. 

Send  me  by  telegraph  copy  of  General  McClellaii's  dispatch  lo  you Wf,t  i:i:30  Friday  night,  and  also  any  later  dispatches. 

FhkgOfficei'  L.  M.  Goldsbueouqh. 

GiiiROX  Wellkb, 

Secretaiy  of  A'tir^. 

|TolBer«Bi.| 
U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk,  June  S9,  If^tiL' — '.  p.  m. 
(Received  at  Washington  8  p,  m.) 

The  following  is  a  copy  "f  (Jeneral  Mc('lellan'»  dispatch'  to  me  on 
Friday  ni^ht  at  12  o'clock,  since  which  time  nothing  IVoni   him  him 
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reached  me.  All  his  requents  were  promptly  complied  with,  as  you 
will  perceive  by  copies  of  letters  from  Commander  Kodgers,  forwarded 
to  you  by  the  mail  of  today. 

Commodore  Goldsborough. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquabters  Department  Virginia,  June  29 ̂   1862. 
General  Stoneman  has  arrived  at  Williamsburg.  Everything  has 

gotten  off  from  White  House  in  safety.  Colonel  Ingalls  has  reached 
Yorktown  with  400  transports  for  James  River;  he  wishes  gunboats 
to  convoy  them  up.  What  can  be  donef  He  will  be  here  at  8  this 
evening. 

John  A.  Dix, 

Major 'Oerwral, 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

[Telejj^Tam.] 

Navy  Department,  June  29j  1862. 

A  boat  load  of  ammunition  leaves  the  yard  to-night.    Keep  the  boat 
if  you  wish  her.    Do  you  wish  anything  else? G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  BlocJcading  Squadron^  Norfolk^  Va. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  June  29, 1862—10:20  p.  m. 
(Received  at  Washington  10:30  p.  m.) 

If  yon  can  send  me  any  suitable  vessels  to  assist  in  convoying  army 
transports  up  the  James  River  I  wish  you  would  do  so  immediately. 
The  number  of  transports  is  very  large,  and  I  can  not  take  any  of  ves- 

sels up  the  James  River  away  from  there.  The  lighter  the  draft  the 
better. 

Commodore  Goldsborough. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  disposition  of 
guns  and  ordnance  stores  taken  from  Confederate  forts  on  Elizabeth 
River. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.,  June  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  sent  to  Captain  Dahlgren 
the  schooners  Deborah  Jones  and  William  P.  Cox,  with  the  rest  of  the 
guns  and  ordnance  stores  taken  from  the  rebel  forts  on  Elizabeth  River. 
I  enclose  herewith  the  triplicate  of  the  charter  party  of  the  Deborah 
Jones;  the  other  schooner  was  transferred  to  us  f^om  the  (Quartermas- 

ter's Department  of  the  Army,  and  we  are  to  pay  for  her  use,  agreeably 
to  her  charter  to  the  Army,  during  the  number  of  days  she  v>?s  \\\  vwi;^ 
employ. 
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Tlie  board  of  survey  appointed,  as  I  bad  the  iionor  to  inform  you  in 
^  No,  312,  to  examine  the  U.  S.  S.  Slate  of  (leorgia  li»a  reported  that 
was  Htrictly  necessary  for  her  to  come  to  Hampton  Hoads  for  repairs, 

and  that  tliese  repairs  can  be  made  Uere  with  the  appliances  at  our 
disposal  in  this  vicinity, 

On  the  35th  instant  the  U.  S.  brig  ISainbridf/e  left  the  roads  for  New 
York,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  tlie  Department. 

1  have  hail  the  honor  to  receive  yonr  oommnnication  of  the  23d  con- 
cerning the  shipping  of  men  at  the  Northland  thnt  of  the  24th,  (»vering 

extracts  from  oonKUlar  correspondence,  which  have  been  printed  and 
Bent  off  to  the  blockading  vessels;  also,  that  of  the  27th  relating  esi>e- 
cially  to  the  dis|)ositiou  of  any  superubnudanoe  of  coal  which  may  be  at 
Beaofort,  N.  0. 
Commander  Jenkins  relieved  Commander  Gillis  yesterday  iaj 

-eommaud  of  the  U.  8.  sloop  of  war  Wachvscft. 
I  am,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOrOH, 

Hon.  (iiDKON  Welles, 

SetTelary  of  the  A'ary,  Washingfon,  D.  (\ 

\Report  of  Commandrr  Rodgers,  V.  H.  Nary,  r'-fiarHing  franitportatio  _ 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers  and  the  crew  of  the  schooner  laUiwl  lieXti 

C.  S.  GtTNBOAT  Galena, 
Off  Cits  Point,  June  30, 186i 

Sib  :  I  send  down  the  Stepping  Stones  with  sick  and  wounded  sold^ 
'  and  with  the  crew  of  the  Island  Belle,  burned  in  the  Ap])omattox. 

I  have  absolutely  had  no  time  to  write  letters.     I  shall  eudeavi 
make  a  report  to  day. 

The  captain  of  the  Island  JicUf  is  under  snspension  for  drunket 
while  we  were  attempting  to  go  np  the  Appomattox.    

Since  I  received  your  order  to  hold  a  anrvey  ni>on  the  machinery  of 
the  Stepping  Stonea  I  have  not  had  an  opportnnity  of  doing  so.  Her 
captain  is  quite  sick :  for  his  efficiency  1  recommend  him  to  your  favorable 
coosideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  BoDaEBS, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goi.i>sboroi70b, 
Cotumanding  North  Atlantic  Blookatlin^  Squadron, 

I  Letkrfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Qohhhorougk,  U.  8. 
Navj/,  rrgarding  cooperation  tcilh  Ihn  artny  and  motemeiits  ofvesteU. 

Navv  Oepaetmknt,  June  30,  186S. 
Sir:  Yonr  telegram  in  answer  to  mine  of  yesterday,  communicating 

General  McClellan's  dispatch  tn  yon,  has  been  received.  1  sent  to 
you  by  retinest  of  the  President,  who  desired  to  see  (he  dispatch,  as  we 
anpi>ose(l  it  later  than  anything  we  had  received  from  him. 

in  the  emergency  now  u|>ou  us  1  have  never  questioned  that  you 

would  lend  your  ell'orta  to  aid  and  cooperate  with  the  army.  It  is essential  that  our  whole  strength  and  efiorta  should  be  put  forth.  The 
crisis  is  iu  every  respect  important. 

The  Yankee  and  4.  C.  Poirell  leave  Washington  to-day,  the  Tio^ 
lavea  Uoatou  Ut- and  the  Adiromlncfc  will  leave  New  York  in 
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two  or  three  days,  all  directed  to  report  at  Hamptou  Eoads,  and  the 
Wachusett  has  been  directed  to  wait  events  at  and  near  Richmond. 

I  am,  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 
Commanding^  etc.,  Norfolk^  Va. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough^  U.  8. 
Navyj  regarding  disposition  of  sick  and  wounded. 

Navy  Department,  June  30, 1862. 
Sir:  An  arrangement  has  been  effected  between  the  War  and  Navy 

Departments,  in  pursuance  of  which  sick  and  wounded  on  board  the 
vessels  at  Norfolk  or  arriving  thereat  will  be  received  into  the  naval 
hospital  at  Portsmouth,  Ya. 

A  copy  of  the  agreement  will  be  transmitted  to  Fleet  Surgeon  Wood 
by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding,  etc.,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Patterson^ 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  disposition  of  vessels. 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  June  30, 1862. 

Sm:  Yon  will  please  send  to  this  place,  with  all  dispatch,  the  follow- 
ing vessels,  viz,  Sebago,  Commodore  Barney,  Morse,  and  Currituck. 

The  Marblehead,  Corwin,  and  Chocura  should  be  kept  in  the  vicinity 
of  West  Point,  ready  to  aid  the  army  forces  at  or  about  Yorktown. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Offi^icr. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Patterson, 

U.  8.  8.  Chocura,  York  River,  Virginia. 

Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,   U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  up  the 
James  River. 

Private.]  U.  S.  Gunboat  Galena, 
Off  City  Point,  June  30, 1862. 

Sir*.  The  army  is,  much  of  it,  on  the  James  Eivcr  banks,  just  above 
City  Point.    It  is  safe. 

I  hope  you  will  keep  the  machine  for  blowing  up  vessels  safely  out 
of  the  way  of  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands.  It  should  not  be  suffered to  run  about  these  waters. 

I  have  sent  a  letter  to  General  McClellan  containing  suggestions  in 
regard  to  the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  base  of  military  operations  on 
James  River. 

I  do  not  think  it  can  be  above  City  Point,  without  that  point  should 
be  held  by  our  own  army,  and  scarcely  above  Fort  Powhatan. 

I  fear  the  guns  on  the  banks  of  the  James  Biver  have  not  been  as 
effectually  destroyed  as  could  be  wished.  They  should  be  so  broken 
as  to  be  useless.  I  scarcely  think  this  has  been  done.  I  woald  ̂ w^^- 
gest,  as  the  gunboats  now  here  have  quite  aa  iii\\fi\i  «»  W\«^  ̂ -^xsl  ̂ ^^^XJoRk 
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ropriety  of  sendiog,  slioald  it  meet  your  views,  a  force  of  i: 
iTge  as  you  utin  get,  and  some  of  tbe  larger  ateaiiiets  to  do  this  work 

fhoroughly.  If  those  batteries  should  be  reestablished,  we  shall  not 
hear  the  last  of  it.  By  iuterruptiug  the  train  of  supplies,  the  army 
might  be  much  iiii])eded.  Have  a  rejiort  as  to  the  manner  and  ext«ut 
of  deBtruction. 

The  army  is  on  the  river  banks.     General  Keyes  and  Colonel  Alex- 
^ider  breakfasted  with  me.    Communi<:ation  is  fully  establishcil. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, ■lOBN    HOIIGEKS, 
C'lmmawler, 

KlagOffioer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOEonoH, 
Cantmandinii  North  Atlantir  lilovkaiiiii'i  Kiiitailmn. 

^  If  I  have  taken  a  liberty  in  thus  writing.  1  licj;  yon  U>  M\  me,  and  I 
BiaU  not  do  so  again. 

k 

iejioil  •)!'  ('i-mmnnder  iMokwood,  IT.  S.  Xavy,  of  n-ceipl  of  nnk-i-H  to  go 
U>  New  Vork  leith  U.  S.  h'.  'litiyUijM. 

TJ.  S.  Propeller  Daylight, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  June  30,  1S6S, 

.  Sib:  1  am  in  tho  receipt  of  your  order  to  proceed  to  New  York  with 
die  TT,  S.  propeller  Daylight,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  my  crew 
and  refitting  tlie  Hliip.  I  shall  miil  from  this  to  carry  out  the  order  this 
morning,  having  turned  over  the  coivl  and  other  property  tx)  the  care  of 

the  clerk,  Theo.  E.  Clifton,  in  charge  of  paymaster's  stores.  I  have 
also  sent  the  contrabands  to  New  Heme  to  illr.  Colyer,  8aperiut«ndeQt 

i9f  the  poor  at  that  place,  giving  them  three  days'  rations. 
I  am,  sir,  respectliilly.  yonr  obedient  servant. 

Saml.  Lockwood. 
Commander. 

Flag-Offioer  L.  M.  (loLDtJnnBouoH. 

Comdg.  yorlh  Atlantic  Hlovkadvuj  SiiKailron,  Xoifotk,   I'a, 

NOBPOLK.  June  30,  1863 — 3 p.  m, 
{Heceived  at  Washington,  l>.  C,  fi  p.  m.) 

1  have  great  and  constant  diSicultieH  and  troubles  abtmt  pilots. 
Tliey  ciin  make  so  much  more  money  than  we  give  them,  *(iO  per  month 
and  found,  by  taking  army  veaaela  by  the  job,  and  otherwise  get 
employed  by  the  Army  that  scarcely  any  of  them  are  wiUiug  to 
acix'pt  employment  fmm  us,  and  those  we  have  all  want  to  leave  and 
do  leave  whenever  they  can  on  the  slightest  pretest. 

I  beg,  therefore,  that  the  Department  will  authorize  me  to  exercise 
my  discretion  with  regard  to  their  com[>eusation.  No  abuse  shall  take 

place. 
All  that  ai-e  worth  having  decline  to  serve  unless  they  can  receive 

♦UK)  per  month  and  fonnd.  They  get  on  the  average  even  more  than 
this  from  the  Army.  Pilotjs  at  this  critical  juncture  arc  in  hourly 
demand  for  the  .lames  Kiver. 

In  consultation  with  General  l>ix,  I  have  withdrawn  four  of  the 
river  gunboats  stationed  in  York  Kiver,  which  four  1  shall  employ  in 
convoying  and  jirotevting  army  transports.  The  three  remaining  ones 
are  directed  to  keep  at  and  about  West  I'oiut,  to  aBbrd  ui^sistauce  to 
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onr  army  and  protect  Yorktown.    A  report  is  current  to-day  that 
Stonewall  Jackson  has  been  killed. 

A  number  of  hospital  steamers  have  been  sent  up  the  James  River 
by  General  Dix  to  receive  the  sick  and  wounded  of  our  army. 

Commodore  Goldsborough, 
Flag  Officer. 

Gideon  Wkllbs, 
Secretary  of  2^a/vy. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  July  i,  1862—11  a,  m. 
Use  your  discretion  about  the  wages  for  James  River  pilots  during 

this  temporary  emergency,  within  the  limits  indicated  in  your  telegram. 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Goldsbobough. 

Report  of  Flag  Officer  Ooldsboroughy  U.  8.  ITavyj  giving  stations  of  vessels 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.j  July  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  tabular  statement  of 
the  disposition  of  vessels  belonging  to  this  squadron  at  this  date: 

VesaeL 

Minnesota   
Wftchosett,  proceeding  to 
James  River  on  tempo- 

rary duty. 
Dacotah,  proceeding  to 
James  ̂ rer  on  tempo* 
rary  duty. 

Zouave,  tug   
Yoonff  America,  tug,  re- 
painne. 

Cohassef,  to  g   
Rescue,  tug   
Ben  Morjzan,tag   
State  of  Georgia,  repairing 
Brandywine   
Charles  Phelps   
Roman   
Wm.  Badger,  under  orders 

for  Beaofort,  N.  C. 
Cceur  de  Lion,  repairing  . . 
Galena   
Monitor   
Port  Royal   
Delaware   
Jacob  Bell   
Aroostook   
Mahaska   
Mara  tan  sa   
Southfleld   
Satellite   
Stepping  Stones   
Sebago   

Commodore  Barney   

Station. 

NorfDUcVa. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. Do. 

Hampton  Roads. Do. 
Do. Do. 

Do. 

Da 

James  Rixer. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Conroy    duty   be- 
tween Hajnpte'n Roads  and  James 

River. 
Do. 

Vessel. 

Currituck. 

Morse   
Dragon,tog   
Chocura   
Marblehead   
Corwin   
Underwriter,  repairing 
Valley  City,  repairing. . 
Philadelphia   

Hetael   
Commodore  Perry   
Ellis   
Honchbaok   
Louisiana   
Shawsheen   
Lockwood   
Ceres   
Pntnam   

Seymour   Whitehead   
Brinker   
Granite   
Daylight,  under  orders  for 
New  York. 

Mount  Vernon   
Cambridge   
MonticelTo   

Chippewa   PenoDscot   
Stars  and  Stripes 

Mystic   Victoria   

Station. 

Convoy  duty  between 
Hampton  Roads  and 
Jame^  River. 

Do. 
Do. 

York  River. 

Do. Do. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Do. 
Sounds  of  North  Caro- 

lina. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. Do. 
Do. 

Do. Do. Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. Do. 

Beaufort,  K.  C. 

OfrWilmington,K.C. Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. Do. 

I  am,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

FlOrg-Offioerj  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  i>.  0. 
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Order  from  Flag- Officer  Chldsboroughj  U.  8.N(wyj  to  Commander  Bodgern^ 
U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  cooperation  with  the  army. 

U,  S.  t'LAGSHip  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.,  July  i,  186J2. 

Sir  :  Before  receiving  your  letter  of  yesterday  I  had  ordered  the 

Dacotah  and  Wachusett  to  go  up  to  Hardy's  [Harden'sj  Bluff  and  destroy 
the  guns  there  effectually,  and  also  to  do  the  same  thing  at  Day's  Points 
From  what  I  gather,  there  are  uo  guns  at  Fort  Powhatan,  and,  indeed, 
it  is  even  doubtful  whether  any  were  ever  placed  th  re,  judging  from 
the  fact  that  when  the  fort  was  examined  a  few  weeks  since  by  our  gun- 

boats it  was  found  to  be  overgrown  with  grass. 
Tou  need  entertain  no  apprehension  about  the  submarine  propeller. 

I  have  it  thoroughly  weU  secured  and  guarded  alongside  the  Brand/jf- 
toine,  and  have  asked  permission  to  send  it  to  Washington. 

Do  not  send  any  gunboat  down  to  Hampton  Roads,  or  away  from 
service  in  the  James  Biver,  unless  absolutely  necessary.  I  am  being 
urged  to  keep  as  many  ̂ nboats  as  possible  up  there. 

Do  your  very  best  to  aid  and  assist  the  army.  It  is,  I  fear,  in  a  critical 
position.  Let  the  transports  be  as  thoroughly  protected  as  possible, 
and,  of  all  things,  keep  them  in  a  safe  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOROITGH, 

FlagOffi^oer. 
Commander  John  Eodgebs, 

Senior  Naval  Offi^ser  in  James  Rivera  Comdg,  U,  8.  8,  Oalena, 

Report  of  Commander  Rodger s^  U,  8.  Navy,  that  the  army  has  fallen  hack 
and  rents  on  James  River, 

m 

[U.  S.  S.]  Galena, 
Above  City  Point,  July  1, 1862, 

Sib  :  The  army  has  fallen  back  and  rests  upon  James  Eiver. 
We  need  in  this  vicinity  allthe  gunboats  we  can  get  as  soon  as  pos- 

sible.   Yesterday,  I  hear,  we  did  good  service  in  shelling  the  rebel  army. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Bodoebs. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Jjetterfrom  Major- Oetieral  McClellan,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Offi<ier  Oolde" 
borough,  U,  8,  Navy,  requesting  every  avaiUible  gunboat  sent  to  James 
River. 

Headquabtebs  Abmy  op  Potomac, 
James  River,  July  1, 1862. 

Sib:  I  wohld  most  earnestly  request  that  every  gunboat  or  other 
armed  vessel  suitable  for  action  in  the  James  Biver  be  sent  at  once  to 
this  vicinity,  and  placed  under  the  orders  of  Commander  Bodgers,  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  the  camps  and  communications  of  this  army. 
May  I  urge  that  not  an  hour  be  lost  and  that  you  telegraph  to  the 

Navy  Department  reporting  the  request  I  make. 
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If  thlB  is  illegible,  I  mast  ofter  as  an  excuse  the  extreme  exhaustion 
under  which  I  am  laboring. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Geo.  B.  McOlellan, 
Majar- General^  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 
Oamma/nding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Letter  from  Commander  BodgerSj  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Flag- Officer  Golds- 
borough^  U.  8.  Na/oyj  requesting  gunboats  and  ammunition  to  be  sent  up 
James  Eiver. 

U.  S.  S.  Galena, 
Above  City  Point,  July  i,  186J2. 

Sir:  The  enemy  presses  the  army;  it  rests  upon  the  James  River 
and  needs  all  the  support  which  gunboats  can  give.  Please  send  all 
of  them  which  you  can  spare.  Please  also  send  up  ammunition  imme- 

diately, 8  and  9-inch  shell.  100-pound[erl  rifle  shell,  and  powder. 
1  am  desired  by  General  McClellan,  wno  is  on  board  going  some  2  or 

3  miles  down  the  river  on  a  reconnoissance,  to  say,  on  his  part,  that  he 
will  be  obliged  to  you  for  any  gunboat  assistance  which  you  can  fur- 

nish.   No  tiring  at  the  present  moment. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander,  U,  8,  Navy, 

Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Bhckading  Squadron. 

Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,   U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  up  tlie 
James  River. 

Private.]  [U.  S.  S.]  Galena, 
Off  Harrison^ s  Bar,  July  1, 186:2. 

Sir:  The  army  is  in  a  bad  way;  the  gunboats  may  save  them,  but 
the  points  to  be  guarded  are  too  many  for  the  force  at  my  disposal.  I 
presume  you  will  have  to  send  some  one  to  outrank  nie.  To  save  the 
army,  as  far  as  we  can,  demands  immediately  all  our  disposable  force. 
Fort  Powhatan  is  a  most  important  point;  it  should  be  strongly 
guarded.  City  Point  commands  the  channel  past  it;  that  demands  a 
strong  force  of  gunboats  to  insure  the  passage  of  supplies.  Each  end 
of  the  encampment  on  the  river  banks  demands  a  force  of  gunboats. 
We  shelled  the  enemy  with  good  effect,  1  hear,  yesterday. 

Please  send  ammunition  immediately — S  and  9  inch  shells,  100- 
poundfer]  rifle;  cartridges  for  the  D-inch  rifles  and  10()-pound[er] wan  tea. 

The  general  (General  McClellan)  has  come  down  here  in  this  vessel 
to  make  a  reconnoissance  for  the  position  of  a  new  camp. 

The  use  for  more  gunboats  is  pressing  and  immediate. 
The  army,  continually  pressed  by  largely  superior  numbers  and  fresh 

troops,  falls  back  continually,  in  good  order.  The  rtghdng  has  been 
continual;  the  losses  very  great.  We  fall  back  in  admirable  order,  dis- 

puting every  inch  of  the  way. 
If,  as  I  hope,  we  can  get  the  army  on  a  plain  upon  the  river  bank, 

and  then  protect  each  flank  by  gunboats,  it  can  have  time  for  rest.  I 

think  Harrison's  Bar  ofl'ers  these  advantages. 
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Captaiu  MoRinstiy  and  some  other  force  may  be  directed,  If  yon 
choose,  to  guard  Fort  Powhatan.  The  channel  there  passes  within 

100  yards  of  the  bintt's. 
Tl>e  fort  is  out  of  shape,  but  the  main  part  of  the  labor  of  construct- 

ing it  remains.    Its  position  is  formidable.     It  was  selected  in  1812 

because  it  ia  so  formidable.    Guns  may  be  placed  in  position  in  a  night. 
It  should  be  well  guarded. 

Wow,  if  ever,  is  a  chance  for  the  Navy  to  render  most  signal  serviise, ' but  it  must  nut  delay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Bodgers. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M,  Goldsbobough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Poiition  of  gunboati. 

Delaware  and  Satellite  in  Chickabomiuy. 
Port  Royal  Hcnt  yesterday  with  Colonel  Alexander,  of  engineers,  to 

select  a  base  for  operations;  not  retnrni>d. 
Aroostook  and  Mahaska  near  Turkey  Creek,  protecting  fiank. 
Maiatama  protecting  pnssage  of  supplies;  convoying  supplies. 
Monitor  oflf  City  Point,  guarding  it. 

SoHthfield  aground  below  City  I'oint. 
Galena,  position  near  Turkey  Creek,  at  headquarters,  to  protect 

flank. 
I  Khali  send  the  Fort  Royal  here  to  protect  this  flank  as  soon  as  she 

returns.  I  thought  the  Southjield  was  here;  I  find  her  aground.  The 
river  is  too  tortuous  to  see  far.  When  an  order  is  given,  there  is  no 
resource  but  to  presume  it  obeyed. 

Order  from  FUtgOfficcr  Qoldiborougk,  U.  S.  liavy,  to  Lieutenant  Henry, 
U.  8,  Navy,  to  give  convoy  and  protection  to  army  trinuiport*. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  July  },  1863. 

SiB:  On  your  arrival  at  HampUin  l^ads  you  will  inform  Colonel 
Ingalls  or  Captain  Tallmaiige,  U.  S.  Army,  qnarterm aster  at  Fort  Mon- 

roe, that  yoa  are  ready  to  aftbrd  convoy  and  protection  to  any  army 
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transports  he  may  wish  to  send  up  James  River.  On  his  designating 
those  he  may  wish  you  to  take  in  charge,  you  will  proceed  with  them 
up  that  river  to  the  point  or  place  he  will  mention,  and  on  reaching  it, 
should  you  find  naval  vessels  on  hand  to  protect  them  properly,  you 
will  leave  them  there  and  return  to  Hampton  Roads  for  further  service 
of  the  sort. 

Afford  every  protection  in  your  power  in  all  cases  to  the  transports 
placed  under  your  charge. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.    GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag -Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Sehago,  Hampton  Roa^Sj  Virginia. 

(Copies  of  the  above  order  sent  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C. 
Chaplin,  commanding  Commodore  Barney;  Acting  Master  I*eter  Hays, 
U.  S.  8.  Morse;  Acting  Master  W,  F.  Shankland,  jr.,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Currituck.) 

[Telegram.] 

FoBT  Monroe,  July  1, 1862—11:10  a.  m. 
We  want  your  spare  gunboats  up  the  James  River;  also  the  three  at 

West  Point  should  fall  back  to  Yorktown  at  once.  The  enemy  are  at 
New  Kent  Court-House. 

John  A.  Dix, 

Major-  General. 
Commodore  Goldsborough. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  July  i,  1862 — 2: 30  p.  m. 
Under  date  of  yesterday,  I  have  a  letter*  from  Commander  Rodgers, 

in  which  he  says: 

The  army  is,  rauoh  of  it,  on  the  James  Rivor  banks  just  above  Cit^  Point.  It  is 
safe.  General  King  [Keves]  and  Colonel  Alexander  breakfasted  with  me.  Com- 

munication is  fully  established. 

General  McClellan's  headquarters  are  at  Turkey  Bend.  He  himself 
was  on  board  tlie  Galena  yesterday.  I  have  sent  the  Dacotah  and 

Wachusettto  Hardy's  [Harden's]  Bluft*  to  destroy  the  guns  there  effectu- 
ally, and  also  at  Day's  Point,  if  possible.  The  former  vessel  returned 

yesterday  afternoon  from  convoying  a  number  of  transports  up  the 
James  Kiver,  and  it  was  my  intention  to  send  her  back  with  another; 
but  owing  to  a  report  that  the  enemy  was  probably  trying  to  get  two  guns 
in,  batteries  at  Hardy'sf  Harden's]  Bluff,  I  determined  to  send  her  off  this 
morning,  as  stated.  There  are  no  guns  at  Fort  Powhatan,  up  to  my 
last  accounts.  It  is  even  doubtful  whether  any  were  ever  there,  judg- 

ing from  the  appearance  of  the  place,  which  is  overgrown  with  high 
grass. Commodore  (iOLDSBOKOUGH. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

See  p.  529. 
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[Telegnun.] 

U.  8.  FLAasHip  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.y  July  i,  1862. 

Althoagh  I  have  not  as  yet  received  a  detailed  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject, yet  I  am  officially  informed  by  Commander  Bodgers  that  the /stand 

Belle  was  burned  in  the  Appomattox,  in  order,  I  take  it,  to  prevent  her 
from  failing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  She  got  on  shore  there  and 
could  not  he  got  off. 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 

[Telegram.] 
Norfolk,  July  1, 1862. 

Do  me  [the]  favor  to  telegraph  to  Yorktown  on  the  receipt  of  this, 
and  direct  one  of  your  officers  to  communicate  with  the  three  gunboats 
at  West  Point,  [  Va.],  and  say  to  them  that  it  is  my  orders  they  fall  back 
at  once  to  Yorktown. 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 
FlagOffi^ier. 

G^eral  Ddl 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  July  i,  1862. 
In  obedience  to  a  telegraphic  order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

I  have  arrived  here  and  report  to  you  for  service  with  the  vessels  and 
the  steamer  Powell ,  now  on  her  way  down. 

William  Gibson, 
Lieutenantj  U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Commodore  Goldsborough. 

[Telegram] 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Fa.,  July  i,  1862. 

Sir:  Report  to  me  immediately,  by  telegraph,  the  names  of  the  ves- 
sels and  the  armament  of  each  you  have  brought  to  Fort  Monroe. 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Flag- Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  William  Gibson, 
Fort  Monroe. 

Send  me  also  the  name  of  each  commanding  officer. 

[Telegr«m.] 
U.  8.  S.  Yankee, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  1,  1862. 
The  Yanlcee  is  commanded  by  myself:  the  Poicell,  not  yet  arrived,  by 

Acting  Master  Foster.  No  other  vessels  from  the  flotilla  ordered  here 
up  to  the  time  I  left.  The  Yankee  has  one  8  inch  shell  gun,  of  55  liun- 
dredweight^  one  32-pounder,  of  33  hundredweight;  one  24  i)ounder  boat 
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howitzer,  one  12-poimder  boat  howitzer,  and  one  12-pouDder  boat  how- 
itzer, rifled. 

The  Powell  is  a  small  tag,  and  carries  one  24-pounder  boat  howitzer; 
of  very  light  draft. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  an  order  from  General  Dix,  just  handed  to 
me  as  senior  officer  present. 

Wm.  Gibson, 

Lieutenanty  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborouoh. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  July  i,  1863. 

I  have  reported  to  General  Dix,  and  he  will  require  the  tug  to- 
morrow. 

[Henry  H.]  Foster, 
Acting  M aster ,  U,  8.  Tug  Powell, 

Commodore  Goldsborouoh. 

Letter  from  Major- General  IH^,  U,  8,  Army,  to  Lieutenant  Henry  y  U,  8, 
Navy  J  requesting  convoy  for  transports. 

Fort  Monroe,  July  l,  1862, 
Please  let  the  Ja,coh  Bell,  the  Yanlcee,  and  Commodore  Barney  go  up 

the  river  tonight.    We  have  sent  a  large  number  of  transports.    I  will 
tind  service  for  you  to-morrow. 

Respectfully,  yours, 
John  A.  Dix, 

Major-  General. 
Captain  Henry, 

Commanding  8eha>go, 

[Telej^raiu.] 

Fort  Monroe,  July  2,  1862 — 2  p.  m, 
(Keceivcd  at  VViishmgtoii  4:30  p.  m.) 

The  parties  I  engaged  to  go  from  Norfolk  on  secret  service,  and  about 
whom  1  wrotie  you,  have  done  nothing.  They  became  alarmed  in  con- 

sequence of  the  imposing  numbers  and  the  guard  kept  at  the  spot  of 
operations. 

Commodore  Goldsborouoh. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Letter  from  Commander  Totten,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldsborough, 
U,  8.  Navy  J  regarding  disposition  of  the  submarine  vessel. 

U.  S.  Storeship  Brandywine,  July  2y  1862. 
Sir:  I  do  not  think  that  this  submarine  vessel  is  safe  alongside  of 

this  vessel.  In  rough  weather,  as  today,  she  labors  and  pitches  ter- 
ribly. The  only  place  to  secure  her  by,  a  shackle  forward,  is  not 

trustworthy. 
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(t  she  breakH  a<1nft,  which  I  look  for  in  a  heavy  sea,  we  bave  no 
nifiiiiH  of  saving  her. 

If  she  c^uld  be  taken  iuto  nraooth  water  in  the  cove  she  wonid  be  safe. 
I  am,  reRpectfiilly, 

B.   J.  TOTTEN. 
Plag-Oflicer  L.  M.  Goldshohouuh, 

Commattftinff  Korth  Atlantic  Blockiiding  Squadron. 

Fort  Monroe,  July  S.  18C2 — 3  p.  m. 

I  have  just  received  nuder  date  of  yesterday  the  following  dispatch* 
from  (ieiieral  McOlelian.  addressed  to  me. 

Also  the  foUowing  is  the  substance  of  (lis]tatchf  from  Oommaiider 
Rodgers,  bearing  same  date  and  sent  by  same  opportunity. 

1  scarcely  neefi  add  that  I  am  doing  everything  in  ray  jwwer  to  afford 
the  asttistance  required,  and  am  here  for  the  purpose  of  expediting 
matters.  The  Jacob  Bell,  Morse,  Barney,  and  Yankee  have  already 

gone  up  the  James  River.  The  CHmtiu'A' leaves  immediately,  and  an, 
■too,  witli  the  Sebago.  The  Baltimore  goes  up  in  an  hour  or  two  with 
irdnaiice  stores.  I  wish  the  Department  to  rest  assured  that  nothing 
Siall  \>n  wanting  on  my  parL 

Oommodore  (Joldsboeough. 
,  (ilDBON    VVEI.LE8, 

Hecrelary  of  the  Navtf. 

Would  it  be  considereil  ve 

mortal'  vessels  sent  to  you  iVc 

Flag-Offlcer  Goldsbokough 

iTBli.En.in.1 

Washington,  Jvly  3,  J8f>2 — S  a.  m. 
ry  imi>ortant  for  you  to  have  some  of  the 
ni  the  Gulf  of  UexicoT 

Gideon  Wblleb, 
Secretary  Navf/. 

C  8.  FLAdSnil'   MlUNESOTA, 
Nm-fM,  Va.,  July  3, 1862. 

I  do  not  consider  it  very  im[X)rtant  to  liave  some  of  the  mortar  ves- 
els  in  the  Gulf  sent  here  at  tliis  time.    They  could  not  possibly  reach 

liere  in  Kcason  to  assist  General  McCIellan.    If  they  were  already  here 
they  might,  perhaps,  be  used  to  advantage. 
No  news  has  reached  me  from  either  General   McClellan  or  Com- 

mander Hodgers  since  that  I  t«Iegraplied  yon  yesterday  from  Old  Point. ■■  L.   M,   GOLDSBOROI'GH, 
Flag- Officer. 

\  Hon.  QtSBON  Wbllbs, 
Secretary  of  the  y  a  ry.  WanliiiifiUm  Cify. 

•Sow  p.  b3^.  '  «<-■.■  pp.  532,  533. 
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Instructions  froni  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S,  Naty^  to  Commander 
Bodgers^  U,  8.  Na/oy^  regarding  cooperation  with  the  army  on  the 
James  Eiver. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.,  July  3,  1862. 

SiB:  The  DOiCotah^  Commander  McKinstry;  Wa^chusett^  Commander 
Jenkins;  Sehago^  Lieutenant  Henry;  Commodore  Barney^  Lieutenant 
Chaplin;  3for««,  Acting  Master  Hays;  JanA:^^,  Lieutenant  Gibson;  and 
Currituck^  Acting  Master  Shankland,  are  all  now  up  James  Eiver. 
These^  together  with  the  vessels  originally  there,  will,  I  do  most 
sincerely  trust  and  hope,  be  able  to  save  our  army.  The  steamer 
Baltimore^  Acting  Master  Mitchell,  left  Fort  Monroe  last  evening  with 
a  full  supply  of  the  ordnance  stores  you  required  by  your  letters  of  the 
1st  instant.  I  ordered  her  to  put  those  stores  on  board  the  ordnance 
schooner  you  have  up  James  River  and  then  return.  If  you  want 
more,  or,  indeed,  anything  else,  let  me  know. 

I  directed  the  Sehago  to  guard  carefully  Fort  Powhatan.  If  she  is 
not  enough  for  the  purpose,  you  must  detail  another  to  assist  her.  It  is 
also  very  important  to  my  mind  that  a  vessel  should  be  kept  constantly 
at  Jamestown  Island  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  guns  in  bat- 

tery there.    Attend  to  this,  if  you  please. 
In  case  you  should  want  more  coal  than  I  haVe  sent  you,  borrow  it 

from  the  Army. 
Keep  me  fully  informed  of  all  movements  of  moment.  The  most 

intense  excitement  prevails  at  Washington  and  all  over  the  country, 
and  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wish  to  be  kept  as  fully 
advised  as  possible  of  every  turn  in  our  affairs. 

Say  to  General  McClellan  that,  agreeably  to  his  request,  I  telegraphed 
his  note  to  me  of  the  1st  to  the  Navy  Department. 

I  am  hourly  expecting  the  Tioga.  She  sailed  three  days  ago  from 
Boston.    The  moment  she  arrives  I  will  send  her,  too,  up  James  River. 

This  I  send  to  you  by  the  Stepping  Stones. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  John  Rodgbrs, 
Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Oalena,  James  River j  Virginia. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Patterson  j  U.  8.  ̂ avy,  of  preparation  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  guns  left  in  position  by  Confederates. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chooura, 
Off  Yorktown,  Va.,  July  5,  186J2. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  I  was  informed  this  morning  by 
General  Van  Alen  "that  preparations  are  being  made  to  destroy  all 
the  guns  left  in  position  by  the  Confederates.    Such  as  can  not  be 
thrown  into  the  river  will  be  burst  as  rapidly  as  possible.^' 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
T.  H.  Patterson, 

Lieutenant,  Comdg.,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  in  York  River. 
Flag-Oflacer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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Report  of  Commander  Lockwoodj  U.  8.  Ncwy^  commanding  U.  &  8.  Day- 
light  J  of  his  arrival  with  that  vessel  at  navyyardy  Jfet/o  York, 

XJ.  S.  S.  DATLiaHT, 
Brooklyn  [Ifew  York]  Navy  Yardy  July  5, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Daylight 
at  this  port,  after  a  passage  of  three  days  from  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  agree- 

ably to  orders  received  through  Flag-Officer  Goldsboroagh,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discharging  crew  and  refitting  the  ship.  I  also  forward  requi- 

sitions for  money  required  to  pay  off  crew  and  lists  of  officers,  crew, 
and  passengers,  one  of  the  latter  being  an  officer  invalided  from  the 
n.  S.  gunboat  Chippewa  and  an  apprentice  first- class  boy,  returned 
from  the  same  vessel,  whose  time  having  expired  is  recommended  by 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryson  for  an  honorable  discharge.  The  lato 
captain  of  the  army  transport  HighUmd  Light  also  came  passenger 
with  us. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  add  that  I  was  this  morning 
enabled  to  render  some  assistance  to  the  ship  Lawrence^  of  New  York, 
which  vessel  had  been  ashore  the  previous  night  and  was  leaking 
badly. 

I  frirnished  him  with  six  of  my  crew  to  assist  in  working  his  vessel 
into  port,  from  which  he  was  distant  about  30  miles. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Saml.  Lockwood, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtony  D.  C 

Order  of  Commander  Glisson,  U,  S,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Braine,  XT.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8,  MonticellOy  to  proceed  to  duty  off  New 
Inlet,  North  Carolina, 

XJ.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  July  3, 1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Monticello  under  your  command  oflf 
New  Inlet,  to  assist  in  closely  blockading  that  place.  It  is  imi)ortant 
for  you  to  get  there  as  soon  as  possible,  as  one  of  the  fast  vessels 
should  be  there  all  the  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine, 
U.  S.  S.  Monticello. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Qoldshorough,  XT.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  submarine  vessel. 

Navy  Department,  July  3, 1862. 
Sir  :  Send  the  submarine  boat  to  the  Washington  navy  yard. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obeilient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding,  vtv.,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  July  4 — 1J2 :  30  p.  m. 
No  news  of  any  kind  from  up  James  Eiver  up  to  this  hour.  I  augur 

favorably  from  this,  as  Commander  Bodgers  is  directed  to  keep  me 
informed  of  all  events  of  impoi-tance.  Am  told  that  both  the  President 
and  yourself  are  naturally  very  anxious  to  know  at  tbe  earliest  moment 
possible  all  that  transpires  of  serious  occurrence.  All  the  guns  at  both 
forts  on  Day's  Point  and  Hardy's  [Harden's]  Bluff  I  have  had  burst  or 
broken — rendered  entirely  useless.  Seventeen  gunboats  in  all  are  at 
the  scene  of  action,  and  another,  the  Cceur  de  Lu>n,  will  go  up  the  river 
tonight.  She  came  down  to  be  repaired.  The  Tioga  has  not  arrived. 
Orders  await  her  at  Port  Monroe  to  go  up  the  James  River  without  a 
moment's  delay. 

Commodore  Goldsborough. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Instructions  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander 
Poor  J  U.  8.  Navy  J  regarding  U.  8.  8.  Tioga. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolky  Va.,  July  4,  186 J2. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  by  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Tioga 
was  to  have  sailed  from  Boston  for  Hampton  Koads  several  days  ago. 
I  will  thank  you,  therefore,  immediately  on  her  arrival  at  the  latter 
place,  to  say  to  her  commander  tbat  I  wish  him  to  proceed  forthwith 
up  the  James  Biver  and  report  himself  and  vessel  ready  for  service  to 
Commander  John  Bodgers,  the  senior  naval  officer  up  that  river.  By 
communicating  with  the  Monitor  or  any  other  vessel  stationed  off  City 
Point  he  can  ascertain  the  exact  whereabouts  of  Commander  Bodgers 
and  the  best  mode  of  communicating  with  him.  As  we  have  no  James 
Biver  pilots  here  he  must  get  one  at  Fort  Monroe  and  place  him  on  his 
books  at  $100  per  month.  One  dollar  per  day  besides  is  to  be  allowed 

to  the  mess  entertaining  him.  Captain  Tallmadge,  the'  quartermaster 
at  Fort  Monroe,  or  Captain  Millward,  captain  of  the  port,  may  be  able 
to  afford  information  or  facilities  in  obtaining  a  pilot.  Give  a  copy  of 
this  te  the  commander  of  the  Tioga.  Telegraph  me  both  on  the  arrival 
and  departure  of  the  Tioga  at  and  from  Hampton  Boads. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  C.  H.  Poor,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Naval  Ordnance  Offi^cer  at  Fort  Monroe^  Fa. 

Report  of  Commander  Bodgers,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  James 
Biver y  enclosing  sketch  giving  position  of  gunboats. 

U.  S.  S.  Galena, 

Off  Harrison^ s  Bar,  July  4, 1862. 
Sir:  Everything  is  quiet  and  goes  on  finely.  I  send  a  sketoh  of  the 

position  of  tbe  gunboats.  The  army  is  in  high  spirite.  They  are 
entrenching  their  front  and  by  noon  will  be  thoroughly  ready  for  all 
comers. 

I  feel  anxious  about  the  navigatioh.    I  fear  that  the  e^\\^\!K^  tssl^^ 

occupy  the  bluffs  which  command  the  chaimcA.  \>Aon<i  w^,   'YXsNs^^^'^^ he  inconvenient,  at  the  least. 
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The  enemy  are  at  Haxall's,  above  City  Point.  They  sent  up  a 
balloon  this  morning,  bat  it  remained  ap  only  a  few  moments.  The 
Monitor  and  Maratanza  will  make  a  reconnoissance  this  evening  in 
that  direction. 

If  Captains  McKinstry  and  Jenkins  are  in  charge  of  the  river  below 
this,  I  can  bring  Diore  vessels  here  to  guard  our  flanks. 

At  present  there  are  eight  only,  two  up  the  river,  four  down,  and  the 
Oalena  and  Port  Royal  as  a  reserve,  to  throw  their  force  where  needed. 
The  Stepping  Stones  I  shall  use  to  carry  orders. 

This  is  the  present  arrangement  of  the  vessels,  or  was  this  morning. 
The  Monitor  and  Maratanza  have  gone  above  City  Point  on  a  recon- 
noissance: 

At  west  end  of  base,  opposite  Jordan's  Point — Maratanza^  Yankee^  2. 
At  east  end  of  base,  opposite  Windmill  Point — Aroostook^  Monitor , 

Southfieldj  Currituck,  4, 
Eeserve,  to  move  to  either  end  of  base — Oalena,  Port  Bayal,  Stepping 

Stonesy  tng,  2. 
Total  [at  base],  8 ;  tug,  1—9. 
Guarding  navigation  below — Mahaska,  Commodore  Barney,  Dra^on^ 

tug,  Sehago,  Morse,  5. 
At  Jamestown  Island — Ja,coh  Bell,  1. 
Up  Chickahominy — Delaware,  Satellite,  2. 
I  have  not  seen  the  Da4iotah  nor  the  Wachusett.  These  powerful  ves- 

sels will,  if  they  remain  below,  allow  the  Mahaska  and  Morse  to  move 
up  here. 

It  is  now  too  late,  I  hope,  for  the  enemy  to  attack  the  army  here  with 
any  chance  of  success.  The  troops  are  in  good  spirits  and  everyone 
seems  confident. 

Besx>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant,         John  Bodoers, 
Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[EDclosure.] 

SKETCH   OK   POSITION   OF   QUNBOATS   ON  JAME8   RIVER. 
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Beconnoisstmce  in  James  BiveVj  Virginiaj  July  4,  186J2 — Capture  of 
C.  8.  8.  Teaser. 

Report  of  Ctommander  Bodgen,  U.  8.  Havy,  enclosing  report  of  Lieatenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy, 
oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Maratansa. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Galena, 

OffHarrison^s  Bar^  July  4, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Command- 

ing T.  H.  Stevens,  of  the  Maratanza,  in  which  the  result  of  the 
reconnoissance  ordered  up  the  river  is  stated. 

The  Confederate  gunboat  Teaser  wiL  be  useful  in  our  service,  if 

repaired.  * 
I  hope  you  will  order  her  to  be  surveyed  and  appraised. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
.John  Bodoers, 

Commander  J  U,  ̂.  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enolosare.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mabatanza, 
James  Biver^  July  4,  186J2. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  proceeded  up  the  river  this  after- 
noon, accompanied  by  the  Monitor ^  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  recon- 

noissance and  ascertaining  the  force  and  position  of  the  enemy  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Turkey  Bend.  Nothing  was  seen  of  the  enemy  until 
I  opened  the  reach  of  the  river  at  Haxall's,  when  I  discovered  aa 
enemy's  gunboat,  which,  as  soon  as  she  discovered  my  approach,  opefied 
fire.  Thlis  I  immediately  returned,  and  on  the  third  fire  a  shell  passed 
through  and  exploded  her  boiler.  The  crew  at  once  precipitately 
abandoned  her,  and  on  coming  up  I  took  possession,  capturing  every- 

thing on  board,  including  public  and  private  papers  and  effects,  even 
the  side  arms  of  her  officers,  which  I  send  herewith. 

The  capture  proved  to  be  the  armed  propeller  Teaser,  commanded  by 
Hunter  Davidson,  late  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  mounted  one 
32-pounder  banded  and  rifled  gun  of  57  hundredweight,  and  one  rifled 
12-pouuder,  with  ample  supplies  of  ammunition. 
We  also  captured  a  Confederate  balloon,  a  quantity  of  submarine 

telegraphic  wire,  and  other  appliances  for  submarine  batteries. 
We  saw  from  aloft  a  small  squad  of  cavalry,  but  nothing  to  induce 

the  belief  that  a  force  of  any  amount  can  exist  in  that  vicinity.  The 
troops  seen  were  probably  attracted  by  the  firing. 

I  returned  with  the  prize  to  this  anchorage. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenantj  Commanding. 

Commander  John  Kodoebs, 
Senior  Officer j  James  Biver. 

Letter  from  Commander  Bodgen,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Commodore  WiUcee,  U.  8.  Havy,  eneloiing 
docnmenti  captured  on  board  the  C.  8.  8.  Teaier. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Galena, 
James  Biver ̂   Jul^  13^  1%^^, 

Sib:  I  find  that  last  night  T  overlooked  cftT\Am  v^\>^x^vo^'o^l  ^^'esewa*- BiOD  taken  from  the  Teaser.    I  hasten  to  ̂ eixd  X\i<e^iiu 
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The  following  articles  for  ship's  aae  vere  taken  from  her  to  this 
Tessel: 

I  Two  inuU  iron  stancliionB  (one  nsed  up). 
On«  powder  tank,  with  50  poands  pow- 

der; intended  for  our  launch. 
Two  baKataffa.  I 

Six  shells  with  pecnjiar  fUzes  were  taken  on  board,  unloaded,  euuI 
sent  to  IiTorfolk,  directed  to  CotnmaDder  Dahlgren,  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yoar  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  BODGBBS. 

Commodore  Uhables  Wilkss, 
*  Commanding  Potomac  Flolilla. 

ElOHMOHD,  VA.,  June  19,  1862. 
Sib:  The  James  Biver  is  mined  with  15  tanks  below  the  iron  bat- 

tery at  Ohapin's  [OhafQu's]  Bluff,    They  are  to  be  exploded  by  means 
of  electricity.    Four  of  the  tanks  contain  160  pounds  of  powder;  the 
11  others  hold  70  ponudseach.     All  are  matle  of  boiler  plate. 
They  are  arranged  in  rows  as  per  diagram,  those  of  each  row  being 

30  feet  apart.  Each  tank  is  contained  in  a  water-tight  wooden  cask, 
capable  of  SoaUng  it,  buf  anchored  and  held  below  tlie  surface  from  3 
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to  8  feet,  according  to  the  state  of  the  tide.  The  anchors  to  each  are 
an  18-inch  shell  and  a  piece  of  kentledge,  so  placed  as  to  prevent  the 
barrels  from  foaling  the  buoy  ropes  at  the  change  of  the  tide. 
Each  shell  of  a  row  is  connected  with  the  one  next  to  it  by  a  stoat 

roi)e  30  feet  long  and  capable  of  lifting  it  in  case  the  cask  be  carried 
away. 

The  casks  are  water-tight,  as  are  also  the  tanks,  the  electric  cord 
entering  and  returning  through  the  same  head. 

The  wire  for  the  return  current  from  the  battery  is  passed  from  shell 
to  shell  and  along  the  connecting  rope,  which  lies  at  the  bottom.  The 
wire  that  passes  from  cask  to  cask  is  stopped  slack  to  the  buoy  rope 
from  the  shell  up  to  the  cask,  to  which  it  is  securely  seized  to  prevent 
any  strain  upon  that  part  which  enters  the  cask.  The  return  wire  is 
stopped  in  like  manner  dowii  along  the  buoy  rope  to  the  shell,  and  then 
along  the  span  to  the  next  shell,  as  per  the  rough  sketch,  thus: 

tJjJim.A.s:., 

At  4  the  two  cords  are  frapped  together,  loaded  with  trace  chains  a 
fathom  apart,  and  carried  ashore  to  the  galvanic  battery. 

For  batteries  we  have  21  WoUastons,  each  trough  containing  18  pairs 
of  plates,  zinc  and  iron,  10  by  12  inches. 
The  first  range  is  called  1,  the  second  2,  and  the  third  3,  and  the 

wires  are  so  labeled. 
Thus  all  of  each  range  are  exploded  at  once. 
Besides  these,  there  are  2  ranges  of  2  tanks  each,  planted  opposite 

the  battery  at  Chapin's  [Ohaffin's]  Bluff.  When  they  were  planted  it 
was  not  known  that  a  battery  was  to  be  erected  below. 

These  4  tanks  contain  about  6,000  pounds  of  powder.  The  great 
freshet  of  last  month  carried  away  the  wires  that  were  to  operate  the 

first  pair,  "A.^ Lieutenant  Davidson,  who,  with  the  Teaser  and  her  crew,  has  assisted 
me  with  a  most  hearty  good  will,  has  dragged  for  the  tanks  without 
success.  They  rest  on  the  bottom.  Could  they  be  found,  it  was  my 
intention  to  raise  the  four,  examine  them,  and,  if  found  in  good  order, 

place  them  below  the  range,  ̂ 'l.'' 
Lieutenant  William  L.  Maury,  assisted  by  Acting  Master  W.  F.  Car- 

ter and  K.  Rollins,  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  proving  the  tanks 
and  packing  them  in  casks.  There  are  11  others,  each  containing  70 
pounds  of  powder.  When  tested  in  the  barrels  and  found  ready  for 
use,  they  will  be  held  in  reserve  in  case  of  accident  to  those  already 
down.    A  larger  number  was  not  prepared,  for  the  want  of  powder. 

There  are  a  (|uantity  of  admirably  insulated  wire,  a  number  of  shells 
for  anchors  or  torpedoes,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  chains  for  the 
wires  remaining.    They  will  be  put  in  the  navy  store  for  safe-keeping. 

The  galvanic  batteries,  viz,  21  Wollaston  and  1  Cruikshank  (the 
latter  loaned  by  Dr.  Maupin,  University  of  Virginia),  with  spare  acids 

(sulphuric  and  nitric),  are  at  Chapin's  [Ohaffin^a\  BVjoSL  \a.  ̂ i>a5WL^a6  ̂ \ 
N  w  B — VOL  7 
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Acting  Master  Uheeiiey.     He  has  alao  in  jags  a  Bufficieiit  quantity 
mixed  Ui  work  tlie  batteries,  and  ready  to  bo  poured  in  for  nso. 

It  is  proper  that  T  should  mention  to  the  l>epartmeitt  in  terms  of 

commendation  the  ready  iind  valuable  aasistanee  aft'orded  by  Dr. Morris,  president  telegraph  tiompanv.  and  his  assistant,  esptwiallv  by 
Mr.  Ooldwell. 
My  duties  in  connection  with  tlie»o  batteries  being  thus  closed, 

have  the  honor  to  await  your  further  orders. 
Kespectfnily,  etc., 

M,  F.  Matjbv, 

Commander,  V.  S.  A'ffi'y. IJou.  8.  B.  Malloey, 
Secretary  of  the  yari/^  Preiient. 

C.  8.  Navy  Department, 
Riohmonii,  June  L'O,  1863. 

SlE;  You  will  relieve  Commander  Mauryin  the  rharge  of  devising, 
placing,  and  superintending  submarine  batteries  in  the  James  River, 
and  you  will  exertise  your  discretion  as  t«  the  ways  and  means  of  plac- 

ing obstacles  of  this  and  of  any  otber  character  to  oppose  the  enemy's 
passiige  of  the  river. 

I  am,  resist' tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.    R.    MA1.LORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
Liout«uaiit  Hunter  Davidson, 

domiimndinij  Steamer  Tianer,  Javicn  River. 

Oriirr  of  Ihv  SrvnUuy  of  thv  ̂ iiey  to   FUig-Ogievr  Goldnborouffh,  U.  8. 

.Vfflcy,  rci/ardiny  /'.  W,  Ktmuierif  King  I'hilip  and  Baltimore. 

Navy  Depaetmbnt,  July  5, 1862. 

Hie  :  You  may  ket^p  the  steamer  I'otrkatan  (or  Kin/f  Philip)  and 
return  the  Baltimore  to  the  navy  yard  here. 

I  am,  resjieetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Wellbb. 

Flag-Offiwr  L,   M.  UOLDSUOEODGH, 
Oommaiuliati,  etc.,  Kor/olk,  Va. 

Heptirl  of  Fl'iii  Offmr  Gold^tlmrough,  V.  8.  ffony,  reqardimj  the  U.  8.  S. 
Daylight. 

V.  H.  Flaoshh'  Minnesota, 
yor/olk,  ra.,  July  5, 186:i. 

8lK:  The  Daylight,  I  perceive,  has  arrived  at  New  York.  I  beg  trt 
inform  the  Department  that  no  suitable  opportunity  occmrod  for  iitsti 
tutiug  the  exjurt  of  enquiry  directeil  by  the  honorable  Secretary  in  the 
case  of  her  paymaster.  In  my  judgment  it  ought  to  be  doue  as  early 
as  pi-acticabie. 
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As  the  Daylight  was  thoroughly  repaired  bat  a  short  time  since,  the 
most  she  can  now  want  is  a  new  crew.  I  most  respectfolly  request 
that  she  may  be  sent  back  to  Beaufort  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment.  Now  there  is  no  vessel  there.  I  can  not  withdraw  one  from 
Wilmington,  [N.  C),  nor  can  I  send  one  from  here.  For  various 
reasons,  there  ought  to  be  one  kept  there,  and  the  Daylight  is  of  a  suit- 

able character. 
Very  respectfully,  your  uost  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOROXTGH, 
Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C 

Letter  from  Commander  Botoany  U.  8.  Navy,  to  General  Viele,  U.  8.  Army^ 
regarding  vesaela  desiring  to  trade  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia, 
Off  New  Berne,  July  5, 186:^. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser  reports  to  me  that  three 
schooners  have  arrived  at  Plymouth,  N.  0.,  from  Norfolk,  with  safe 
conduct  from  you  and  x)ermission  to  sell  their  cargoes. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  there  must  be  some  mistake  on  the 
part  of  your  subordinates  in  giving  such  permission.  These  ports  are 
not  open.  I  shall  therefore  order  these  adventurers  to  return,  and  in 
conclusion  beg  leave  respectftiUy  to  state  that  no  vessel  can  pass 
through  these  waters  unless  she  is  provided  with  the  proper  papers 
from  the  collector  at  Beaufort,  or  the  military  governor  of  this  State,  or 
the  commander  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  f S.  C.  Rowan, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces^  etc. 

General  Viele,  U.  S.  Army, 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a  schooner  burned  iiear 
Masonboro  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  MONTICELLO, 
Off  Wilmington,  July  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  agreeable  to  your  order  I  went  up  the 
coast  to  the  northward  this  morning  as  far  as  Masonboro  Inlet,  where 
I  discovered  a  schooner  on  shore  burning  and  almost  entirely  consumed. 

Her  cargo,  I  judge,  had  been  landed  and  taken  away,  as  there  was 
none  on  the  beach  or  evidences  of  it  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  This, 
sir,  confirms  the  opinion  I  have  long  entertained  that  vessels  are  run 
ashore  near  these  small  inlets  and  out  of  sight  of  the  blockading  ves- 

sels, where  their  cargoes  are  discharged  and  they  are  then  burned. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc, 

D.  L.  Braine, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  John  M.  B.  Clitz^ 

Senior  Officer  off  New  Iulet,TJ .  ».  ̂ .  rexvoV>%^\.« 
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.Order  from  the  Secretary  of  tke  Navy  to  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy^ 
to  take  oommand  of  the  James  Birer  Flotilla. 

Naty  Dbpaetmebi,  July  6,  1863. 
Snt:  The  James  Kiver  gunboats  are  temporarily  cousidered  as  a 

division  of  ttie  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  be  styled  the 
James  Kiver  Flotilla,  and  you  are  selected  to  command  them.  You 
will  proceed  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  this  afteruoou  and  report  to  Flag-Officer 
Goldaborough,  who  will  place  them  under  your  orders,  and  yon  will 
hoist  your  broad  pennant  on  board  any  boat  yon  may  select.  You 
will  immediately  place  yourself  in  communication  with  Miyor-GeneriU 
McCleliaii,  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Harrison's 
Lauding,  and  show  him  this  order.  It  will  be  your  special  duty  to  keep 
open  the  navigation  of  James  River  and  afford  protection  to  all  vessels 
transporting  troops  or  supplies,  and  generally  to  coojwrat*  with  the 
army  in  all  military  movements. 

You  will  report  directly  to  the  Department  and  make  your  requisi- 
tions for  what  can  be  supplied  by  Vlag-Ofiicer  Goldsborough  dii'eotly 

ujKtn  him. 
Very  reapectfully, 

GiDEIlN  Wkllbb. 
Commodore  GnAs.  Wilkeb, 

Wathington. 

Ordfr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Ftag-Offioer  Qoldsborovph,  U.  8.yavg, 
reyarding  James  Biver  Flotilla. 

Navy  Department,  July  6, 1863. 

8tB :  The  James  River  Flotilla  will  be  tein|)orarily  an  independent 
division  of  your  Bciuatlron,  under  command  of  Captain  Charles  Wilkes, 
to  whom  you  will  transfer  all  the  vessels  intended  for  that  river.  You 
willaSonl  him  such  supplies  and  repairs  from  time  to  time  as  are  needed 
b.v  bim.  Furnish  the  Departmeut  with  a  list  of  the  vessels  transferred. 

Very  respectfully, 
Gideon  Wellbs, 

Flag-OHicer  L.  M.  GollsbobouOH, 
XorfoOc,  Va. 

Jjettcrfroni  Mr.  Haridn  to  Flag-Officer  Gold*horough,  U,  8.  Tfavy,  ijiring 
information  about  C.  S.  S.  VirgiHia  No.  3. 

Navy  8hop»,  Fortress  Monbob,  Va.,  July  7,  IH63. 
8lB :  Old  acquaintances  at  Norfolk  who  have  returned  (may  have 

deserted)  from  Richmond  say  that  the  Merrmack,  or  Virginia  No,  3, 
which  was  towed  from  Norfolk  to  Richmond,  is  now  about  completed 
and  wilt  soon  be  ready  to  start  dowu  the  river.  The  persons  engaged 
on  her  constraction  say,  with  much  apparent  confidence,  that  she  will  be 
very  macli  superior  to  the  old  Merrimack. 
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Piisseiigers  by  the  boat  junt  arrived  from  Norfolk  say  that  secessionists 
at  Norfolk  believe  that  General  Burnside  and  his  army  have  been  taken 
on  their  way  t-o  Richmond.    This  last  report  I  only  give  a«  a  rumor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
G.  B.  Davids, 

Master  Machinist  to  Squadron, 
Flag-Officor  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron^  James  River j  Virginia, 

[EndorHoment. 

Off  Harrison's  Bar,  July  8, 1862. 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  within  to  the  Department.  From  all  f  gather 

and  believe,  the  enemy  is  making  every  exertion  to  prepare  the  new 
Merrima>ck  at  Richmond,  and  she  will  doubtless  be  a  very  formidable 
vessel.  In  view  of  the  immense  stake  here  and  the  immense  number 
of  transports  and  amount  of  public  property  to  be  saved,  I  would  urgently 
suggest  that  the  Ironsides  be  sent  here  as  early  as  practicable.  I  have 
but  little  faith  in  the  Oalenaj  and  regard  the  Monitor  as  exceedingly 
overrated  in  prowess. 

Most  respectfully, 
L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer^  on  hoard  U.  8.  8,  Dacotah,  near  Hdqrs,  Army  Potomac, 

Report  of  Captain  Van  Brunt,  U.  8,  Navy,  of  the  departure  of  the  U.  8. 
steamers  Da4S>tah  and  Wachusett  up  the  James  River, 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  July  7, 1862, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  after- 
noon of  Saturday,  the  5th  instant,  theXJ.  S.  S.  Dacotahj  bearing  the  flag 

of  Flag-Offlcer  Goldsborough,  accompanied  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
went  up  James  Biver  with  the  purpose  of  returning  in  two  or  three  days. 

I  learn  unofficially  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Tioga  has  arrived  in  the  roads 
and  been  sent  up  the  James  River  by  order  of  the  flag-officer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 
G.  J.  Van  Brunt, 

Captain  and  8enior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tne  Navy, 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  lAeutenant  Phelps^  U,  8,  Navy, 
commanding  U,  8,  Coast  Survey  steamer  Corwin,  to  proceed  to  Wash- 

ington, D.  C, 
Navy  Department,  July  7, 1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Coast  Survey  steamer  Cor  win  under 
your  command  to  Washington  City,  and  on  your  arrival  report  your- 

self to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  for  such  further  duty  as 
he  may  assign  you. 

I  am,  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Weli*¥.«». 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Thos.  S.  Phei;p^^ 

Oamdff.  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  Steamer  Conciu^l^oTjoW^Xa. 



Kcport inihv  Kodgers,  I'.  S.  A'flr.^i 
transports  bj/  C  H.  gunboats. 

U.  8.  S.  (tALEWA, 

Off  Harrison's  liar,  July  ?,  ISSS. 
8i&;  Sino«  you  wert^  kitiil  etioiigb  to  leave  me  to  make  arraugemeDts 

for  tUe  loiivoyiiig  the  ariiiy  traiiHports,  I  agretid  upou  tbe  followiDg, 
subject,  of  vouree,  t«  your  approval: 

There  ia  to  be  a  convoy  of  gunboats  each  day  from  Hiirriuon's  Bar  to 
uear  tbe  inuutb  of  tbe  Chicknboiiiiiiy,  goiug  iind  letiiriiiug  each  day. 

Ah  tlicre  v/iiB  no  better  reason  for  tbe  time  than  tbe  ainviil  and 

dejiartitre  of  tbe  uiail  from  Obi  I'uiut,  it  was  agreed  that  at  0  a.  m.  all 
tho  traiiMportatiou  dtiwu  should  sail,  convoyed  by  gunboats — 1  had 
selected  four  for  it.  And  at  3  j).  m.  all  the  anuy  transportation  to  this 
point  KhoiiM  come  up.  t-ou^'oyed  by  tbe  same  Ibree. 

General  Bnrnshle,  with  bis  army,  is  to  join  General  McClellan  in  a 
few  days. 
Tbe  protection  of  those  troops  is  so  im])ortaut  that  upon  notice, 

which  is  to  be  given,  I  determined  to  have  nearly  all  the  force  below 
underway  at  once  with  it,  to  bring  it  safe  through,  and  I  tbonght  ntgbt 
would  be  the  safest  time. 

If  these  arrangements  uie-et  your  approval,  I  pi-esume  yoti  will  order 
them  carried  out;  and,  if  not,  1  will  notify  the  army  authorities  of  the 
changes  you  deem  ])roper. 

I  proiwse  to  send  the  Maratanza  and  Muhcutka  to  morrow  trom  here 
Willi  tbe  niiiil  boat  and  any  other  vessels  which  might  be  ready  to  go 
down,  they  to  pick  up  two  others  on  their  way;  tbeu  the  four  to  return 
at  ;i  p.  m,  from  tbe  month  of  the  Ohiekahominy,  with  the  return  mail 
boat  and  any  other  vessels  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  bring  up. 

I  send  the  Maratanza  with  the  mail  boat,  hoping,  if  you  think  it 
expedient,  that  you  will  join  sucL  other  vessels  as  you  may  deem 
necessary  to  insure  her  safety,  and  thus  of  her  companions. 

[J.   liODOlSBS, Commaru1rr,\ 

I  Flag-Oflieer  GoldsbOBOUGh,  U.  8.  Nayy, 
CommnmUng  Aorth  Atlantic  JHocladhig  Sqiiiiiirim.\ 

LetUrfrom  Colonel  Clarke,  U,  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier- General  Willianu, 
r .  S,  Army,  rrqwmtinff  the  protenttim  of  a  gunboat  off  Wcstorer, 

Owic'i.;  Com.  Submistence,  Akmv  ok  thb  Potomac, 
Camp  vear  Harrison's  iMnding,  July  T,  IStlS, 

Generjll:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that   a  gunboat   may  be 
directed  bytbo  proper  authority  to  take  a  ]>ositioii  immediately  opposite 

the  subsistence  depot  at  Westover  between  the  vessels  lying  oft'  that 
dejMit  and  the  opirosile  shore. 

it  apx>earH  to  me  that  a  light  battery  could  come  to  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  river  and  by  its  fire  destroy  much  proiierty  before  any  of 
the  gnnlioats,  from  their  present  positions,  could  come  to  the  rescue. 

I  am,  general,  very  rcspeotfiUly,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.   F.  C'LARKE, 

Colonel,  Aid-dr-Camp,  and  Voniminsary  HubaistVHM. 
J{rj/,'jidier-tieueral  S.  Williams. 

-i^/iig/fitit  A^Uant-Qeneral,  lld^jm.  ,\nnj|  o/tfus  i'utotnac. 
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[Endorsement.! 

Headquarters  Army  Potomac, 
Berkeley,  [James  River j  Virginia],  July  7,  1862. 

Bespectfiilly  referred  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsboroiigli  for  bis  consider- 
ation. Will  the  flag-officer  also  be  good  enough  to  give  me  his  opinion 

as  to  possibility  and  propriety  of  entrenching  a  small  corps,  say  2,000 
or  3,000  men,  on  the  x>oint  in  question,  under  cover  of  the  gunboats, 
and  with  heavy  guns  mounted  on  their  entrenchments. 

Yery  respectfully, 
Geo.  B.  McOlellan, 

Major- General,  Commandiny, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  A  tlantio  Blockading  Squadron. 

Letter  from  Captain  Sawtelley  U.  8.  Army,  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Ingalls, 
U.  8.  Army,  requesting  convoy  for  schooners  loaded  tcith  army  supplies. 

Office  Assistant  Quartermaster, 
Uarrisonh  Bar,  July  7, 1862. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  last  evening  I  sent 
the  steam  tugs  Achilles  and  Mover  down  below  Fort  Powhatan  to  tow 
up  to  this  place  fifteen  schooners  loaded  with  subsistence  and  other 
army  supplies.  They  have  not  yet  arrived,  and  I  presume  are  lying 
below,  afraid  to  come  unless  under  the  protection  of  gunboats.  I 
respectfully  request  that  one  or  two  gunboats  may  be  defiled  to  con- 

voy these  tows  to  this  harbor.  In  addition  to  the  above,  I  have  now 
made  arrangements  for  having  brought  up  from  the  fleet  below  Fort 
Powhatan,  where  they  are  now  lying,  some  thirty-five  schooners  laden 
with  forage,  subsistence,  ordnance  stores,  mules,  etc.  For  the  proper 
protection  of  these  vessels  I  think  at  least  three  gunboats  should 
accompany  them,  and  respectfully  request  that  the  necessary  number 
may  be  detailed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  as  it  seems  to  be 
important  that  these  stores  should  be  brought  up  at  once. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
0.  G.  Sawtelle, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  Ingalls, 

Aid-de-Camp  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

[Endorsement.] 

Harrison's  Bar,  James  River,  Virginia,  July  7, 1862. 
Respectftllly  referred  to  General  Williams,  with  the  request  that  the 

commanding  general  may  desire  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  to  have  some 
gunboats  detailed  for  the  service  specified  within.  There  are  supplies 
of  ammunition,  subsistence,  and  forage  now  here  for  some  days,  say  six 
or  eight  days,  but  a  larger  amount  ohould  be  afloat  here.  The  Juniata, 
and  Arrowsmith  have  both  been  fired  into  to-day.  Upon  notification 
of  time  when  gunboats  will  leave.  Captain  Sawtelle  will  send  tugs  and 
agents.  I  would  suggest  tonight,  or  certainly  not  later  than  tomorrow, 
as  the  most  fit  time  for  the  boats  to  go. 

Ruprs  Ingalls, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Aid-de-Camp,  Actg.  Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  Pot^moA. 
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Jul;/  7,  18G3. 
'  lie.tiieet fully  referred  to  Flag-(.lUJcer  tloldsboioHgh.  with  (lie  request 

  s  other  arrangements  will  permit,  lio  will  be  kiud  enongli  to (letnil  the  boats  aisked  for,  to  ac<!ompli«li  the  very  JmportJint  duty 
alltuled  to  liereiu.     I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  the  transportK  alluded 
to  broiifrlit  n|>  here  at  an  early  hour, 

^'ery  I'CBiKJctfully, 
Geo.  H.  McOlbllan, 

Aft^jor-OitieraU 

leH<r./Vom  0.  Thome,  esq.,  to  tke  Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  ffieitu/  informa- 
tion regarding  the  construction  of  Confederate  ramn. 

[WiLLIA^STOWJf],  Va.,  July  7,  1863. 

'  SiB:  1  have  good  reason  to  know  the  rebels  arc  buildiai;  rams  (bow 
[^any  1  know  not)  at  Uichmond  for  the  destruction  of  your  fleet  in 

the  James  Kiver. 
Certainly  one  or  two  are  well  advanced,  and,  from  ray  information,  I 

do  not  doubt  their  iMwer  to  destroy  any  veaael  now  in  the  Vnited 
_  States  servicej   the   Monitor  uot  excepted.    They   will   be  ready  to 
descend   the  river  and  "clean  the  Yankees  ont,"  is  luy  iuformatioD, 
'  rithiu  the  next  twenty  days. I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Hir,  your  obedient  Bervant, G.   THORMB, 

A  Virjfinia  Union  Man,  . 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

tieartary  of  U.  tf.  Xnry. 

\Ordei-  of  the  Sei^rctary  of  the  Xory  to  Flan-O^fficer  Qoldshorough,  U.  8. 
A'arj,  ret/ardini/  the  transfer  of  Jnme«  River  Flotilla  to  Commodore Wilkei. 

Navy  Depabtmbnt,  July  r,  1BG3, 
8iB:  When  you  have  transferred  to  Captain  Wilkes  the  James  River 

Flotilla,  you  will  transmit  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  remaining 
vessels  of  your  squadrou,  their  station,  and  the  t-ommamling  olhuers  of 
each. 

Tory  i'e8i>eut fully, 
(llUKOK    WKI.1.EK. 

FlagOflieer  L.  M.  Golusbobouqc, 
Commandinij  Korth  Alhiniiv  Squadron. 

latter  from  Lieutenant  liraine,  U.  S.  Xavy,  commanding  V,  S.  S,  Monli- 

f  cello,  to  ProfeKaor  JSache,  I'.  8.  Coa*t  Survey,  offering  to  xurrey  the 
I  vitinity  of  A'ew  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

V.  S.  B.  MOKTIOELLO, 
Of  Wilmington,  N.  €.,  July  7,  1862. 

I  SiH:  1  t>eg  leave  toofler  the  following  suggestions,  and  voluut«er  for 

1  service  1  now  propose:  1  am  strttionwi  oft'  the  mouth  Cajie  Fear River,  North  Carolina,  in  this  steiimer,  and  constantly  moving  about. 
^yon  will  furnish  me  with  a  projet^ted  sheet,  with  the  following  jxiints 
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upon  it,  to  wit,  Federal  Point  light-bouse,  Zeek's  Island,  Smitliville, 
with  Miller  House,  Deep  Eiver  Point  light-house,  Fort  Caswell,  and 
Bald-Head  light-house,  1  can  readily  make  a  survey  of  the  vicinity  of 
New  Inlet,  and  the  Western  Bar  entrance,  and  run  some  excellent 
lines  of  soundings  up  and  down  the  coast,  and  off  and  on  the  shore; 
also  observe  the  set  of  currents  from  4  to  16  fathoms.  Of  course  I  will 
need  the  necessary  books  and  instruments,  which,  if  you  will  furnish 
me,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  execute  the  work,  and  it  will  afford  me  occu- 

pation for  many  otherwise  idle  hours.  I  should  like  a  rough  and 
smooth  sheet.  If  you  accept  my  offer,  plea«e  send  to  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
what  I  require  to  execute  this  work.  I  will  be  at  that  point  by  July 
25,  1862,  awaiting  your  answer.  I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  our 
acquaintance. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 
D.  L.  Braine, 

Lieutenanty  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  MonticeUo, 
C.  P.  Patterson,  Esq.,  or 
Professor  A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent  TJ.  8.  Coa»t  Survey ̂   Washington^  D.  C. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  July  8, 1862—7:25  a.  m. 
Commodore  Wilkes  is  here,  and  will  leave  directly  in  a  tug  for  your 

ship. 
John  A.  Dix, 

Major 'Oeneral. 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  fla^-officers  commanding  hlocJc- 
ading  sqiuidrons,  enclosing  extracts  of  dispatches  from  U,  8.  consuls  at 
London,  Liverpool^  and  Bristol. 

Navy  Department,  July  8, 1862. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  extracts  from  dispatch 

of  the  coDSul  at  London,  dated  June  20,  concerning  the  steamer  Phebe; 
extracts  from  dispatch  of  the  same,  dated  June  21,  concerning  the 
steamers  Economist  and  Camilla,  and  the  construction  for  the  reikis  of 
marine  floating  batteries  for  destroying  vessels  in  harbors;  extracts 
from  dispatch  of  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  dated  June  18,  relative  to  the 
steamers  Sophia  and  Julia  Usher  and  ship  Uliza  Bonsall,  and  to  the 
new  gunboat  about  completed  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  rebels;  and 
copy  of  dispatch  from  the  consul  at  Bristol,  dated  June  19,  and  extract 
from  one  without  date,  relative  to  the  ships  Nora  (formerly  Naomi), 
William  Graham  (formerly  Alexander),  and  Maria,  and  to  the  steamer 
A7iglia, 

I  am,  sir,  respectiully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Jas.  L.  Lardner, 
Commanding  Eastern  Gulf,  etc.,  Key  West. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Commanding  South  Atlantic,  etc.,  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding,  etc.,  Norfolk^  Va. 



From  eiii:Io8ure  uf  dispatch  of  cxtnsul  at  Louduu,  of  .Tune  20, 1803: 

I  ftud  the  riiehe,  wbieli  Ims  been  under  observation  siuee  April  last, 
atid-wtio  discliarged  ber  cargo  about  three  weeka  ago  ou  learning  the 
unfavorable  new»  irom  the  South,  ban  agaiu  shipped  about  100  tons 
brandy,  ram,  wine,  etc.,  and  a  large  quantity  of  coal,  also  up  to  last 
night  about  GOO  caseti  of  Bmall-ai'm  chests,  containing  20  ewh,  making 
a  total  of  12,000  stand  of  arms.  Some  of  these  I  saw  being  pot  ou 
board  at  2  p.  m,  yesterday.  I  also  learu,  from  u,  ({Uiirter  where  correct 
information  has  been  given  me  before,  that  she  has  fom*  cannon  ou 
board,  but,  as  1  did  not  see  them  myself,  I  am  unable  to  give  yoa  the 
caliber. 

She  draws  11  feet  forward  and  14  feet  aft.  •  •  •  ate  is  an  iron 
■  8((rew,  built  at  Dumbarton  in  1851,  and  is  the  projjerty  of  Z,  0.  Pear- 

sou  &  Oo.  Fainted  black,  with  a  thin  white  strip  all  around,  bark  rig, 

square  ntem,  with  her  name  thui^,  "I'hebe,  London,"  on  a  blue  ground; 
one  funnel,  stone  color;  Ugurehead,  a  full-length  figure  of  a  womau, 
small  and  pretty.  A  new  cabin  on  deck  house  amidships  and  au 
accommodation  ladder  on  starboard  side;  120  horsepower. 

I  expect,  as  nhe  has  shipped  hands,  she  will  clear  in  a  day  or  two 
and  go  down  the  river  to  ship  gunpowder,  of  which  you  shall  have 
early  information. 

From  the  consul  at  London,  June  21, 1862 : 

I  have  information  oomiug  from  tbe  Confederate  agents  here  that  the 
Evottemist,  Vamilla,  and  other  steamers  will  leave  in  company  under 
convoy  of  one  or  more  gunboats,  and  try  to  make  their  wiiy  to  Boca 
Rica  [Ghica],  a  Me2[ican  port,  near  the  Uio  Grande. 

The  Economist,  my  informant  says,  will  take  out  some  ̂ 00  tons  of 
dried  beef,  or  beef  preserved  in  some  way,  for  the  Army,  If  this  state- 

ment be  true,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it,  the  ijuantity  is  so  small 
it  can  not  be  intended  for  daily  use,  but  fur  some  unusual  occasion, 
such  as  long  and  rapid  inarches  of  men  sent  out  on  some  expcilitiou. 
The  Ciimilla  will  take  in  some  15,1)00  stand  of  arms,  Eulields,  This 
expeditiou,  it  is  now  thought,  will  leave  in  about  ten  days,  though  of 
course  their  movements  here  will  be  modilied  or  governed  largely  by 
the  news  they  get  from  jimerica. 

From  the  same  source  I  also  leiwn  that  the  rebels  are  having  con- 
structed at  Sheflield  some  CO  to  TO  marine  floating  batteries  for  the 

destrnctinn  of  ships  in  harbors.  They  will  be  about  3  feet  long  and 
hardly  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  are  intended  to  esplodo  ou 
striking  the  ship.  1  am  promised  a  drawing  of  them  and  a  notice  of 
what  ship  they  leave  by. 

From  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  Jnne  18,  1862: 

The  Sophia,  which  has  been  loadiug  at  this  port  for  some  time,  cleared 
for  Nassau  on  the  14th  instant.  1  have  referred  to  this  vessel  and  sent 
a  description  of  her  in  previous  reports.  She  is  commanded  by  J. 
Forbes;  her  consignees,  Fraser,  Treuholm  &  Co.;  owner,  Hichard 
George  Bushly,  the  same  who  owns,  or  pretends  to  own,  the  Jului 
Vslier.  The  'Soph  ia  is  an  American- built  vessel ;  came  to  this  port  from 
Charleston,  laden  with  cotton,  consigned  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 
under  the  (Confederate  flag.  •  •  •  She  has  ou  her  a  very  large 
quantity  of  Haltpeter,  arms,  shot,  etc 
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Part  of  her  cargo*  taken  out  and  placed  on  board  the  Uliza  Bonsall. The  Eliza  Bansall  cleared  yesterday  for  Nassau.  She  has  a  full 
cargo:  Some  500  tons  of  coal,  800  bags  saltpeter,  20  ca^es  nitric  acid, 
43  large  casks  said  to  contsun  soda  crystals,  and  all  the  cargo  taken 
from  the  Sophia.    ♦    ♦    ♦ 

The  steamer  Julia  Usher  returned  to  Liverpool  on  Monday  last.  She 
is  at  anchor  in  the  river  opposite  the  town.    ♦    ♦    • 

The  gunboat  building  for  the  Confederates  by  Messrs.  Laird  will  soon 
be  completed.  She  made  a  trial  trip  last  Thursday.  ♦  *  ♦  Her 
engines  are  350  horsepower,  oscillating  in  principle.  She  will  draw  14 
feet  when  loaded  and  is  1,050  tous  burden ;  has  one  funnel,  or  smoke- 

stack, painted  black,  forward  of  the  mainmast;  two  ventilators  for- 
ward of  the  funnel,  also  painted  black.  The  hull  painted  black,  billet- 

head  gilt,  with  a  shield  painted  red.  The  stern  is  round,  with  black 
gaily  windows;  has  carvings  on  it  of  gilt.  Three  masts,  bark- rigged, 
the  masts  and  spars  very  bright.  Her  propeller  is  a  screw,  so  arranged 
that  it  can  be  raised  by  steam  from  the  water.  The  frame  in  which 
the  screw  or  fan  works  is  of  solid  brass,  weighing  from  IJ  to  2  tons. 
The  vessel  is  coppered  and  has  copper  fastenings,  and  is  calculated  to 
run  15  knots  per  hour.  Her  powder  cases  or  cans  are  200  in  number, 
all  made  of  copper,  with  a  patent  screw  on  the  top,  which  cost  £2 
apiece.  No  pains  or  expense  have  been  spared  in  her  construction,  and 
when  finished  will  be  a  superior  boat  of  her  class;  indeed,  they  say 
there  will  be  no  better  afloat.  Her  trial  trip  was  entirely  satisfactory. 
She  will  be  finished  and  ready  for  her  armament  in  about  ten  days  or 
two  weeks.  I  have  not  yet  learned  what  it  is  to  be.  The  platforms  for 
the  guns  that  are  being  made  are  such  that  the  gun  can  be  used  on 
both  sides  of  the  vessel.    ♦    *    ♦ 

From  the  consul  at  Bristol,  June  19, 1862: 
The  two  ships  referred  to  in  my  letters  Nos.  3  and  6  have,  by  some 

means,  taken  the  British  fiag  and  changed  their  names  and  have  sailed. 
The  i\raoint  has  taken  the  name  of  i^ora;  TheAlexanderjthQ,tof  William 
Oraham.  Both  hail  from  Liverpool.  I  am  not  able  to  say  in  what 
manner  they  were  able  to  effect  an  exchange  of  their  allegiance. 

Another  ship  of  the  same  class  came  into  port  a  few  weeks  ago.  She 
came  in  under  the  British  fiag  from  Havana  with  a  cargo,  and  sailing 
under  the  name  of  Mariay  of  Bristol.  The  master  is  Captain  Marsden. 
He  confessed  he  was  a  native  of  New  York.  He  wanted  me  to  execute 
some  papers  for  him  which  he  claimed  as  the  right  of  an  American 
shipmaster,  by  which  he  would  be  enabled  to  pass  the  examination  of 
the  marine  board  for  license  to  sail  as  a  British  master.  I  refused  him. 
The  master  of  the  Naomi  had  done  the  same  thing  before,  with  like 
result.  I  afterwards  learned  that  the  Maria  had  been  called  Mary;  was 
owned  in  Savannah;  had  been  engaged  in  the  coastwise  slave  trade. 
I  was  told  afterwards  that  at  the  time  he  came  to  me  for  the  certificate 
he  could  not  get  his  victualing  bill  fh>m  the  customs,  as  the  ship  had 
no  register.  He  stated  the  ship  was  owned  in  England  or  Ireland. 
He,  however,  cleared  on  a  voyage  under  the  English  flag. 

In  my  dispatch  of  this  week  I  sent  to  the  State  Department  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  steamer  Anglia.  or  iin^^ier,  being  at  the  entrance  of  this 

port  in  ])reparation  to  run  the  blockade.  I  will  add  in  haste,  to  send  by 
this  mail,  some  further  particulars.  She  is  a  side- wheel  steamer,  two 
smoke  pipes,  two  masts,  schooner-rigged;  was  painted  a  light  drab  or 
cream  color  ̂   has  been  repairing  here;  took  on  boai*d  a  large  amount  of 
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bliK'k  paint,  witli  stroug  driers  to  set  tlie  paint,  with  tbe  iivoved  inten- 
tion of  li»vi[ig  Iter  91  very  diil'erent  vessel  wLen  she  got  across  tlieoc^ao. 

Tbe  captain  stated  here  that  a  picture  of  her  hiul  been  taken  at  Liver- 
pool as  of  a  cream  color  and  forwarded  to  the  United  States,  but  that 

she  wonid  be  a  very  ditt'erent  thing  than  the  picture  made  ber,  I  have strong  collateral  evidenre  that  she  took  on  arms  or  amnmuitioo  here, 
as  she  sank  innch  deeper  in  the  water  than  when  she  came  in,  and  I 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  she  took  in  coals,  tbougb  1  so 
stated  in  my  dispatch  via  London.  She  will  probably  have  tlie  appear- 

ance when  she  arrives  of  ft  long,  low.  block,  fa^t  running  steamer.  The 
captain  boacted  that  he  could  outruii  any  of  the  Yankee  Bqaodron. 

Expctlititm  to  aamiltOH,  N.  C,  July  9, 18G3. 

U.  S.  S,  CoJoioDORB  Pebkt, 

Plymouth,  A\  C,  JiUi/ 11,  ISdS. 
SiB:  At  2  a.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  1  left  this  place  for  Haiuilton, 

having  on  board  Captain  W.  W.  Hammcll,  Company  F,  Ninth  New 
York  Infantry,  with  20  of  bis  men,  with  the  Hteamers  SJiatcsheen  and 
Cere*  in  company,  the  latter  having  on  board  >Sei:ond  Lieutenant  Josepli 

A.  Creene,  of  Captain  Tlanimell'a  company,  and  10  of  liis  men,  the 
former  with  lo  of  the  same  company  under  command  of  Sergeant  [  David 
J.]  Green. 

Abont  1  o'clock  we  were  fired  on  from  the  sonth  bank  of  the  river  by 
masketry;  returned  the  fire  with  great  guns  and  sniiiU  arms,  and 
pushed  on  for  Hamilton,  where  1  hoped  to  meet  the  enemy  in  force.  We 
were  under  fire  for  two  hours,  nmning  very  slowly  and  keeping  a  bright 
lookout  for  a  battery.  Two  or  three  miles  below  Hamilton  we  Crmnd  a 
deserted  battery. 
At  Uaniilton  we  landed  with  about  HH)  men,  sohliers  and  sailors,  and 

one  flcldpiecB.  but  the  rebels,  who  llred  on  us  from  high  banks,  where 
they  were  comparatively  safe,  were  afraid  to  meet  us.  The  steamer 
Wilson,  belonging  to  the  rebels,  rati  into  our  hands  at  ITamilton  and 
was  taken  possession  of. 

The  officers  and  men,  both  soldiers  and  sailors,  behaved  with  great 
spirit. 
Our  loss  was  I  killed  and  10  wounded.  One  of  the  wounded  hoe 

since  died. 
As  the  banks  were  high  and  tbe  enemy  cautious  of  esiwsiug  t 

persons.  I  can  not  hope  they  received  much  injury. 
On  onr  return  we  shelled  the  banks,  but  without  reply.    The  Wih 

I  shall  send  to  New  Berne  so  soon  a»  her  wheel  can  be  repaired. 
I  send  you  the  reports  of  Acting  Masters  MacDiai-mid  and  Woodwai 

who  commanded,  resiiectively,  the  Ceren  and  Shaiciikeen. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei 

C.  W.  FLU8SEB, 
JAfutenaTit,  Commanding. 

Cotnmander  S.  0.  Rowan. 
Comiig.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Inner  Waters  of  North  Carolina. 
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Liit  of  hilled  and  tviwnded  on  hoard  U,  8,  S,  Commodore  Ferry  in  the  action  near 
Hamilton,  N,C.,onihe  9th  July,  1862, 

Killed. — ^None. 
Wounded. — Stephen  Jones,  contraband. 
Note. — 10th  July,  1862.    Jones  has  since  died. 

Very  respectfolly,  etc., 
0.  W.  Flusser, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Commander  S.  0.  Bow  an, 

Commanding  JJ.  8.  Naval  Forces  in  Albemarle  Sound. 

[EndMures.] 

U.  S.  8.  Shawsheen, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  July  11, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  expedition  up  lioauoke  Eiver  to  Ham- 
iltou  on  the  9th  instant: 

I  left  Plymouth  at  2  a.  m.,  in  company  with  U.  S.  steamers  Commodore 
Perry  and  Ceres,  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  12  a.  m.  came  to  a 
barricade,  which  was  passed  through  without  any  trouble.  At  1  p.  m. 
were  attacked  by  several  bodies  of  riflemen,  about  2  miles  below  Ham- 

ilton, on  some  high  bluffs  of  laud;  their  fire  was  returned  briskly, 
using  our  great  guns  when  we  could  get  sufficient  elevation.  We 
pushed  on,  shelling  the  banks  of  the  river  as  we  went,  until  we  reached 
Hamilton.  Thomas  Smith,  captain  of  gun,  was  severely  wounded,  shot 
through  the  neck;  two  others  slightly  wounded.  Lauded  10  of  the 
Ninth  New  York  Zouaves  and  12  seamen.  Visited  the  town  of  Hamil- 

ton; found  it  nearly  deserted  by  the  inhabitants.  Eeturned  on  board 
at  5: 30  p.  m.,  and  at  6  p.  m.  left  for  Plymouth,  shelling  the  woods  as 
we  came  down  for  about  4  miles.  Arrived  at  Plymouth  without  having 
been  fired  on  coming  down  the  river.  All  on  board  acted  in  a  most 
creditable  manner  while  under  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOS.  J.   WOODWARD, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  0.  W.  Flussbb, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Shawsheen, 
Off  Plymouth,  July  11, 1862. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  in  the  engagement  on 
the  9th  instant  Thomas  Smith,  seaman,  captain  of  gun,  was  seriously 
wounded,  shot  through  the  neck;  Jarvis  Wilson,  pilot;  Ross  Jordan, 
colored  boy,  slightly  wounded  by  spent  balls. 
Expended  twenty-four  rounds  of  ammunition  for  great  guns,  ten 

rounds  small-arms  ammunition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^^ 

THOS.  J.  WOODWARD, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  0.  W.  Flussbb, 

Comma/nding  Naval  Forces,  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C- 
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U.  S.  a.  Ceres,  July  lo,  1863. 
8lE :  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  you  on  the  evening  of  the 

8th  instant,  1  took  on  board  Second  Lieutenant  Joseph  A.  Greene  and 
10  men  belonging  to  Company  F,  Ninth  New  York  Volunteers.    At  2 
a.  m.,  0th  instant,  got  nnderway  and  proceeded   np  Koanoko  Biver 
toward  Hamilton.    When  within  a  few  miles  of  Hamilton,  wstA  firetl 
on  by  the  enemy  from  the  left  bank  with  smaU  »rma.    Returned  fire 
with  great  guns  and  small  arms.    This  firing  was  kept  up  on  both  aides 
until  within  halfamileof  Hamilton.     Lieatcnant  Greene  was  wounded 
in  the  leg  by  the  first  volley,  Imt  sat  on  dei^k  and  loaded  the  mnskets 
for  his  men.     I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  good  conduct  and  cool 
bravery  of  Alexr.  Hand,  quartermaster,  and  John  Kelly,  second  class 
fireman. 

I  send  yon  herewith  a  report  of  killed  and  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MacUiaemip, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Ceres. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  V.  W,  PLrssER, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  Albetnarle  Sound. 

ISulKracIo.un.,1 

U.  H.  S.  Cbhes,  .lulu  10, 186S. 
BlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  killed  and 

wounded  on  board  this  vessel  in  the  affair  of  the  9th  instant,  near 
Hamilton : 

WounAed. — Second  I^ieutenant  Joseph  A.  Greene,  Ninth  New  York 
Volunteers;  Thomas  R<xlgerB,  boatswain's  mate:  Manuel  Silva,  seaman, 
dangerously;  John  J.  Dennison,  seaman,  severely;  George  N.  Water- 

man, ordinary  soimau,  slightly;  Timothy  Uacey,  ordinary  seaman, 
slightly;  Edward  B.  Perry,  landsman,  slightly;  Nicholas  Wayson, coal 
beaver,  slightly. 

Killed.— .loha  H.  Bridges,  seaman. 
Very  respoctfuljj',  your  obedient  servant, John  MAoLHAitMiB, 

Acting  Master;  Commanding  I'.  S.  &'.  Ceres. 
Lieutenant  I'ommanding  C.  W.  Flubseb, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Xaval  Forces  in  Alftemarle  Sound. 

Keport  of  Commander  Woodkiill,  U.  S.  Nary,  comnnanding  V.  S.  S.  C%m 
ron,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Jloads,  Virginia. 

U.  S.  GlTNBOAT  OlMAEBON, 
Hampton  Kuods,  July  9,  18\ 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  anchorage  yeste 

day  Ht  11  o'clock  a.  m.  and  reported  to  Commander  B.  J.  Totten,  '' 
senior  officer  present,  as  i>er  orders  of  Flag-Officer  rendergnist. 

Captain  Tott«n  having  no  orders  for  arriving  vessels  of  war  suggested 
my  proceeding  with  the  Cimarron  Up  James  Hiver  and  reporting  in 
person  to  Flag  Officer  Goldsborough,  who  is  somewhere  in  that  locality; 
consequently  I  shall  leave  so  soon  a»  I  can  procure  a  pilot. 

The  Cimarron,  as  far  as  regards  her  hull,  is  a  good  model,  strong  and 
substantially  built;  her  engine  appears  good,  but  her  power  is  not  as 
g-reittoB  Blight  lie  desired.  We  obtained,  with  :<  perfectly  rtmi>oth  sea 
Mid  calm  wcBther,  6  knots.    I  am  led  to  be\ie^fe  vlieu  the  engine  moves 
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more  smoothly  she  will  increase  her  locomotion  2  or  3  knots  an  honr. 
However,  as  the  saperintending  engineer,  Mr.  Greer,  will  represent  at 
the  Department  the  true  state  of  the  engine,  he  will  give  you  more 
satisfactory  particulars  about  it  than  I  can. 
The  contractors  have  failed  in  many  things,  and  deficiencies  are 

numerous.  Her  steering  gear  is  a  perfect  failure;  the  steamer  can 
scarcely  be  guided  or  kept  upon  a  straight  course.  Mr.  Greer  can 
explain  the  causes  of  this  defect  and  the  manner  in  which  it  can  be 
best  remedied.  I  must  be  excused  in  saying,  I  doubt  very  much  if 
ever  a  vessel  intended  for  serious  war  service  was  sent  from  a  navy 
yard  in  such  inefficiency.  I  don't  complain,  having  a  good  battery, 
sufficient  powder  and  shot,  a  young,  green,  but  pliable  crew,  and  good 
officers,  I  trust  with  hard  work  and  constant  drill  we  will  soon  be  ready 
to  render  good  and  telling  services.  In  order  to  make  lier  what  she 
should  be,  we  have  been  compelled  to  make  use  of  the  supplies  put  on 
board  of  her  as  stores. 

I  desire  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  did  not  avail  myself  of  the 

three  days^  leave  kindly  granted  me,  as  I  was  desirous  of  doing  all  in 
my  power  to  expedite  the  Cimarron  to  sea,  knowing  it  to  be  your  wish 
that  she  should  be  dispatched  at  the  earliest  moment. 

All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.    WOODHULL 
Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navj/j  Navy  Departmentj  Washington^  J).  C. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Macomb j  U,  8.  Navy^  comma/nding  U.  S.  8,  OeneseCj 
of  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads^  Virginia, 

U.  8.  S.  Genesee, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  9, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  here  this 
morning. 

The  engine  may  be  considered  as  working  fairly  for  a  new  one.  The 
highest  speed  attained  during  the  passage  was  8^  knots,  and  she  steers 
well. 

I  hope  to  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  full  report  of  the  qualities  of 
the  vessel  and  engine  in  a  few  days. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  H.  Macomb, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  July  .9, 1S6J2. 
Instructions  have  been  given  to  make  the  canoes,  as  requested  by 

your  note,  to  Mr.  Fox. Wm.  Faxon, 

Chief  Clerk. 
Commodore  Ghables  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla^  Old  Poiut  OomjfoT\« 
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Report  of  Commaniier  Rowan,  U.  8.  Jfapy,  comnendintj  volunteer  officert 
who  served  under  Ma  connitand  in  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Steamer  Philadelphia, 

OffNejP  Berne,  July  <J,  1863. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Fox:  I  beg  leave  to  €»ll  yonr  atteotioii  to  tbe  good 

couduct  of  the  uiidermeu tioued  volunteer  otMcers  of  the  Navy  wlio 
served  UDder  my  command  in  tlje  Bonuds  of  Xorth  Carolina,  viz.: 

Acting  Lieutenant  E,  B.  Colliotin,  commanding  at«nmer  Hunchbach^ 
brought  his  ship  into  action  at  Koanoke  Island  in  a  handsome  manner 
and  fought  her  gallantly.  His  engine  having  been  disabled  by  a  shot, 
he  anchored  and  sprang  his  broadside  on  the  fort  and  continued  to 
pour  in  a  well-diret^ted  tire  iiDtil  night  closed  the  action.  His  next 
service  was  at  the  capture  of  New  Berne,  followed  by  an  important  recon- 
iioissauce  of  the  Chowan  and  Blackwater  rivers,  wliere  he  destroyed  the 
forts  and  captured  several  vessels.  This  nSicer  has  a  high  moral  and  fair 
professional  chJira«ter.  and  would  he  an  acquisition  to  the  service,  if, 
by  the  rules  of  the  Department,  lie  can  be  restored  to  his  original  posi- 

tion ou  the  navy  list. 
Acting  Master  John  MacDiarmid:  I  found  this  officer  in  command 

of  the  Ceres  on  my  arrival  at  Untteras  Inlet,  where  he  rendered  moat 
important  service  to  my  cuniuiand,  and  contributed  materially  to  the 

fupcessfnl  passnge  of  the  bulkhead  of  Burn.side's  expedition.  The 
Cereii  participated  in  the  bombardment  of  Koanoke  Island  and  the 
light  at  Elixabeth  City.  Having  confidence  in  his  intelligence  and 
nerve,  I  placed  him  ou  the  Hauk  of  the  lending  ships  to  tow  them  ont 
in  case  any  of  them  should  be  disabled.  The  Ceres  boarded  and  took 
possession  of  the  rebel  steamer  ̂ IIi«  in  fine  style,  and  participated  in 
the  tight  at  Rainbow  Point  [BlnflF!]  under  Flusser,  where  Acting  Mas- 

ter MacDiarmid  behaved  with  hit<  usual  coolness  and  intrepidity. 
1  have  great  pleasure  in  recommending  MacDiarmid  to  yonr  favor- 

able notice  and  hope  that  you  will  promote  him  and  give  him  a  better 
vessel.  Should  it  become  necessary  to  promote  any  of  the»e  oflicers  to 
the  regnhir  serrii-e,  you  will  not  be  mistaken  if  you  include  bim.  His 
character  is  irreproachable  so  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  full  of  energy, 
intelligent,  and  brave.  I  can  only  add  that  I  should  like  to  have  him 
as  a  junior  lieutenant  of  my  ship. 

Acting  Master  Thomas  J.  Woodward:  This  officer  commauda  the 
steam  tug  Shaimheen  and  has  shown  energy,  intelligence,  and  spirit. 
His  conduct  met  my  entire  approbation  in  the  attack  on  Itoanoke 

Island  and  Elizabeth  City.  He  also  merited  fhisser's  approbation  iu 
the  more  recent  afl'air  at  Rainbow  Point  IBIufflj. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  recommending  Acting  Master  Woodward 
for  promotion.     His  moral  character  is  unexceptionable,  I  believe. 

I  take  iiteasure  in  recommending  to  your  favorable  consideration  for 
promotion.  Acting  Master  W.  J.  Hotchkiss,  commanding  the  steam  ttig 
I'vtnam^  attached  to  the  dotilla  in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina.  This 
officer  rei>orted  to  me  at  Hatteras  Inlet  in  September,  and  has  con- 

tinued to  command  his  vessel  and  to  manage  her  with  more  ability 
than  any  other  volunteer  officer  in  the  squadron.  His  fkill  in  the 
management  of  his  vessel  during  our  moi^t  trying  time  at  Hatteras 
Inlet  enabled  him  to  render  important  service  to  both  navy  and  army. 
He  behaved  well  at  Roanoke  and  accompanied  the  esiiedition  to  Eliza- 

beth City,  but  did  not  take  part  in  that  fight  in  consequence  of  orders 
given  him  to  chase  a  schooner  off  the  mouth  of  the  Pasquotank  on  tbe 
morning  of  the  engagement.  Me  is  prompt,  reliable,  gentlemanly,  and 

/Jias  an/  uncxceptionahle  moral  character,    IE  you  can  give  him 
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acting  volunteer  lieutenant's  appointment,  bis  services  will  be  amply 
rewarded.  The  Putnam'^  boiler  is  bumea  out;  unless  she  is  ordered 
home  very  soon  she  will  not  be  able  to  leave  the  sound  at  all. 

Acting  Master  Peter  Hays :  This  officer  commands  the  steamer  MorsCy 
and  behaved  well  in  the  affairs  at  Eoanoke,  Elizabeth  City,  and  iNTew 
Berne.  He  is  brave  as  a  lion,  and  will  render  good  service  to  the 
Government  in  his  present  command.  He  is  not  qualified  for  commis- 

sion into  the  regular  servic>e,  but  ought  to  be  promoted  to  acting  volun- 
teer lieutenant. 

Acting  Master  [C.  A.l  French,  commanding  the  steamer  Whitehead; 
Acting  Master  |^.  W.|  Graves,  commanding  steam  tug  LocJctcood; 
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Acting  Master  [F.  S.]  Wells,  commanding  steam  tug  Seymour;  and 

engaged  in  the  affairs  at  Roanoke  and  Elizabeth.    The  Lockwood  and 
Brinker  were  also  at  New  Berne. 

I  would  commend  these  men  to  your  consideration.  They  are  all 
men  of  good  moral  character,  but  lack  tone.  Graves  has  the  most  dash, 
but  unreliable,  and  did  not  render  that  hearty  aid  at  Hatteras  Inlet 
that  I  could  have  desired. 

Wells  is  the  best  gunner  of  this  party,  but  objected  to  being  used  as 
a  tug  in  our  distress  at  the  inlet.    The  other  two  vessels,  the  Whitehead 
and  Brinker^  have  not  sufficient  power  and  were  not  employed  as  tugs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commander  J  U.  8.  Navy, 
G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Asaistunt  Secretary  Kavy^  Washington. 

Report  of  Commander  Davenport^  U.  S.  Navy^  of  capture  of  steamer 
Wilson  and  schooner  O.  H.  Smoot. 

U.  S.  S.  Hetzel, 

Off  New  Bemcy  N.  C,  Oetoher  :>0^  1860. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  forwarded 

to  his  Honor  Samuel  R.  Betts,  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  at  New 
York,  for  adjudication,  the  appraisements,  with  other  necessary  papers, 
of  the  prize  steamer  Wilson  and  prize  schooner  0.  H.  Smooth  captured 
by  the  naval  force  in  these  waters  under  command  of  Commander  8. 0. 
Rowan. 

The  steamer  Wilson  was  captured  on  the  9tli  of  July,  1862,  at  Hamil- 
ton, N.  O.,  on  the  Roanoke  River,  by  the  U.  S.  steamers  Commodore 

Perry,  Shawsheen,  and  Ceres.  While  these  vessels  were  lying  off  the 
town,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Flusser  and  Acting  Master  Command- 

ing Woodward  being  on  shore  with  Captain  Hammell,  of  the  Ninth 
Regiment  New  York  Zouaves,  and  an  armed  force,  the  Wilson  was 
observed  coming  down  the  river.  The  Ceres  fired  two  shots  across  her 
bow,  when  the  Wilson,  endeavoring  to  escape,  was  chased  and  boarded 
by  an  armed  boat's  crew  from  the  Ceres  and  taken  alongside  that  ves- 

sel. The  Wilson  was  transferred,  July  22,  1862,  to  the  army  at  this 
place  for  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  Government. 

The  schooner  O.  If.  Smoot  was  captured  May  18,  1862,  in  Potecasi 
Creek,  N.  C,  by  the  U.  S.  steamers  Hunchback  and  Shawsheen,  of  the 
naval  force  under  command  of  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan. 

N  w  R — VOL  7   36 
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Enclosed  I  have  the  lioiior  to  baud  you  the  crew  lists  of  the  Commo 
dore  Perry,  Shawsheen,  aiid  Oeren  at  the  date  of  capture  of  the  steams 
Wilnon;  also  the  crew  list  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Seymour  at  the  date  of  tli 
action  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  O.,  February  10, 18C2,  which  was  omittei 
ill  the  lists  sent  you  by  Coniinauder  Kowan  July  12, 1862. 

1  have  the  Iiouor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  K.  Davenpoet, 

GommandfT  and  Senior  Offtoer  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Hon.  GuiKoN  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  3).  C. 

Heport  of  Vommiuidir  Daren 
went  of  III  f  nieamer  I 

U.  S.  S.  Hbtzel, 

Off  yeic  Berne,  N.  C,  Octohir  30,  1S(!2. 
SXB:  1  have  the  honor  to  euclose  herewith  for  ad,iudicatioii  the 

appraii^emeut  with  certificate  of  trau^er  and  army  receipt  of  the  prizA 
steamer  Wilson,  captured  July  9,  18G2,  at  Hamilton,  y.  C,  on  thO; 

Itoanoke  River,  by  the  I'.  S.  steamers  Commodore  Perry,  Shatcsl 
ami  Cerea,  of  the  naval  force  under  the  command  of  Commander  8.  Oi 
Rowan  aud  transferred  to  the  army  at  this  place  tor  the  use  of  the 
U.  S,  Government. 

Tlie  Wilson  was  appraised  by  a  board  of  naval  officers  appointed  by 
me  for  that  purpose  at  $7,500,  but  General  Foster  at  first  decliued  to 
receipt  for  her  at  more  than  |3,000.  It  was  linally  agreed  upon  between 
General  Foster  and  myself  tbnt  the  valuivtion  should  be  tixed  at  96,04)0^ 
at  which  you  have  herewith  the  receipt  of  Quartermaster  Slaglit. 
The  Wilson  was  Iransferred  to  the  ftrmy  with  all  her  appurtenances 

and  fixtures  as  when  captured. 
I  also  enclose  for  adjudication  the  appraisement,  with  her  pape 

which  are  all  that  were  found  on  board,  of  the  prize  schooner  0. 
Smoot,  captured  May  IS,  1862,  in  Potecaai  Creek.  N.  C,  by  the  V.  S, 
steamers  Jliinchhaek  and  Skairnheen,  of  the  naval  force  under  the  com- 

mand of  Commander  S,  C,  liowan. 
Both  the  Wilson  and  (!.  If.  Smoot  were  captured  as  being  tha 

property  of  the  rebel  citizens  of  North  Carolina  aud  for  having  been 
eugaged  in  the  trausitortution  of  troops  and  supplies  fur  the  euemiee 
of  the  U.  8.  Govern  meut. 

I  have  the  honor,  el«., 
II.  K.  Daveni'okt, Commnnder,  rtu. 

ll<m.  Sami'el  K.  Betts, 
Judge  of  the  C.  S.  THstriet  Court,  Kew  York. 

Report  of  Captain  Wilkeii,   I'.  8.  Naey,  regarding  needs  of  the  Jame$ Hirer  Flotilla. 

V.  a.  S.  HiTELLlTE, 
James  River,  July  10,  3W2. 

My  Dear  StB:  There  are  many  things  requisite  to  make  this  tlotilla 
effective  for  its  duties,  and  they  can  not  be  too  quickly  supphed. 
First,  we  require  100  good  and  able-bodieil  men.  1  do  not  require  mor& 
than  one-third  of  these  seamen  or  ordinary  seamen.  The  Hagofflcer 

tt'Hs  r/ie  lie  has  iioue  to  sjiare.    These  1  wish  \a  vliRtiibute  among  the 
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vessels  of  the  flotilla.  I  shotild  like  an  officer  to  relieve  ComiDander 
Jenkins,  as  I  want  him  for  more  active  duties  connected  with  the  com- 
maud.  I  also  require  a  very  fast  tug,  drawing  not  over  5  feet  water, 
with  a  light  armament,  one  rifled  gan,  and  two  smoothbores.  As  the 
flotilla  is  arranged,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to  have  speedy  com- 

munication with  them.  In  this  vessel  I  have  been  aground  since  last 
night — some  ten  hours.  The  pilots  are  ignorant  of  the  river  and  channel, 
and,  though  said  (the  one  we  have  on  board)  to  be  one  of  the  best,  he  is 
next  to  having  none.  This  defect  can  not  be  supplied  but  by  the  officers, 
and  I  shall  have  them  in  trim  in  a  few  days,  and  I  am  to  rely  on  them 
after  the  more  important  duties  of  watching  the  salient  points  and 
carefully  guarding  them  to  prevent  the  erection  of  batteries  on  them 
by  the  enemy  to  stop  the  transportation.  The  Dacotah  was  aground 
yesterday  several  hours  by  the  want  of  knowledge  of  the  pilot,  in 
broad  daylight.  Buoys  and  lights  become  indispensable,  and  I  find 
little  progress  made  in  replacing  them.  Please  expedite  the  department 
that  has  them  in  charge.  I  overtook  the  flag-officer  last  night  at  mid- 

night and  had  a  long  talk  with  him,  satisfactory  to  the  services  upon 
which  I  am  engaged.  I  saw  also  the  general  in  the  morning  for  a  few 
minutes.  He  appears  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  I  shall  make. 
His  attention  and  business  with  the  President  did  not  permit  me  to  go 
into  any  details.    I  shall  do  this  tomorrow. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  know  the  vessels  the  Department  intends  to 
compose  the  flotilla  under  my  command.  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Murray  and  Commander  Beaumont  have  gone.  Will  you  supply  their 
places  with  active  officers  t 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc.,  Charles  Wilkes, 
Commanding  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

P.  S. — ^The  shake  of  this  small  vessel  almost  renders  writing  im- 
possible. 

Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldaborough^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captmn  Wilkes j 
U,  8.  Navyj  transferring  vessels  to  the  James  River  Flotilla, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolky  Va.j  July  10^  1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  orders  from  the  Navy  Department,  dated  the  6th 
and  7th  instant.  I  hereby  transfer  to  you  the  command  of  all  the  ves- 

sels now  at  hand,  intended  for  operations  in  James  Biverj  viz: 

Ves«el. 

Wachasett 
(talena   
( 'iniarron . . 
Mahanka  .. 
Tioga   
Maratansa. 
Monitor  ... 
Delaware . . 

Aroostook 
Yankee... 
Sebagc... 

Commanding  officer. 

Commander  Jenkins. 
Commander  Rodger*. 
Commander  WoodhnlL 
Lleat  Commander  Harrlaon. 
Lieut.  Commander  Rodgera. 
Lieut.  Commander  Stevens. 
Lieut.  Commander  Jeifers. 
Lieut  Commander  Qnaoken- 

bush. 
Lieut.  Commander  Franklin. 
Lieut.  Commander  Qibson. 
Lieut  Cwnmander  Henry. 

Vessel. 
Commanding  oflicor. 

Port  Royal   
Genesee   
Jaoob  Bell   
Commodore  Bameyl 
Southfleld   
Morse   ! 
Currituck   
Satellite   I 
CfBurdeLion   j 
Dragon    Powell   i 

Stepping  Stones  . . 

Lieut  Commander  Morris. 
Lieut.  Commander  Macomb. 
Lieut  Commander  McCrea. 
Lieut.  Commander  Chaplin. 

Act. Vol.  Lieut.(*omdg.  Behm. 
Acting  Master  Hays. 
Acting  Master  Shankland. 
Acting  Master  Foster. 
Acting  Master  Hamilton. 
Acting  Master  Watson. 
Acting  Master  Fonter. 
Acting  Master  Frank. 

The  supplies  or  repairs  that  may  be  needefli  ̂ ot  \}dl^^^  n^^^^^^^"^ 
afford  upon  your  requisitions  whenever  \t  \^  Vw  \sv^  \«>^<Kt  \Rfc  ̂ ^  ̂ ^' 
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Herewith  are  referred  to  you  recently  received  papers  relative  to 
vessels  nndcr  your  command  and  requiring  actiou. 

1  am,  very  respet^tfully.  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOROOGB, 

Flag-Officer,  Cointig.  \ortlt  AllaHtie  Blockading  Squadron, 
Captaiu  Oharlbh  Wilheh,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comviandinii  Flotilla-  in  James  Kiwr,  Virginia. 

Report  of  Flag-Offirer  Ooldsboroiigh,  U.  S.  Nary,  giving  the  stations  6/ 
TvsaeU  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  a.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  -hily  lo,  1862. 

Silt;  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  tlie  Tth  iu»taut,  I  have  the  honor 

to  submit  th(^  t'ollowiu^  list  of  vessels  reinaiuiitg  in  this  squadron  since Uio  transfer  of  the  James  River  Flotilla  to  the  command  of  Captain 
Charles  Wilkes;  also  a  statement  of  the  present  position  of  these  ves- 

sels, and  including  a  list  of  the  commanding  otticfirs: 

U«llH«t.lUg   
Itrndy  wtno,  tlorwUp . 

SecDDd  AHbiUDt  IbiglimT  J.  Hui 

„^   ,   ^   ,   ,   RJ^ToItcn   
rIaiPbalH.stotHbip...     AotlDaHutiv  W.  V.Korlti... 
" — "-■•   •   hip...   ADUugUuUrH.P.Carr   

AoUngMwMr  P.P.  AIIbu.... 
Se«U-  or  Usoigia . 
Uulnnnitar   
T»11PjClty   

Seymour   

MDBntVeiiiii"'.';! 

ChlppBO   PmaMiial   
My.Uo   
SUnand  Strtpu... 
VluMrln   

Acting  VoIuuUsELiautcDant  H,  K.  Fur 

Cominaiulflr  8.Lockna«t   
LtouMuot  T.  H.  Pattsnon-. 
Umtsnut  S.  Nivhol^on   
Liantaniuit  II.  K,  Dsvenport. . 
Liandniaiit  C.  W- VlusHr   
UenMnuit  C.  I~  Tnnklin  . 

LgLlira 
ilB.T.Rsnsha<r... 

AotinK  Ueulanuit  K  E.  Colbi 

Aetiu  Uuler  S.  Kernr-'-'- Acting  UuWr  T.  J.  frc 
Anting  Muter  O.  W  n AoUng  Hialar  J.  Ui lid... 
  „   W.J.Hotchklu   
AeHns  HaiMr  Clurln  A.  Fnneb  ■ . 
ABtliisHularJ.E.SldaiB|B   
Acting  UulerF.S-Welli   

Acting  Muter  B.  Br   

Llautanut  D.  L.  Bnlne 
Lfsutenanl  A.  Bryiwn   
LtenMDimtJ.  H.  B.ClIti   
LlBiil«UDt  H.  N.  T,  Arnoia, ... 
LlnulcdkDt  RS.McCook   
AeUiih  MMierJ.n.Wamsu... 

SamotOD  Boailt. 

Bultimcini  (rspairing). 

SutiDilH  lit  Mortli  O 

OS  WUmiBKl'-a.K.C.     , 

William  Badger  is  abont  to  sail  for  Beaufort,  and  State  of  Oeorgia  for 

Vi'ilmiugtoD.  N.  C, 
I  am,  very  reapw^tflilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

[,.  M.  OoLDSBOBOlIon, 

Flag-Officer,  fomdg.  North  Atlantic  Bhckadiny  Sfiuadron. 
Bon.  GlDBON  WkLLBS, 

MitTeiar$f  of  the  Nary,  H'MAingfon,  D.  C. 
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[Telegram.] 

Washington,  July  10^  1862— 10  p.  m. 
Bequest  the  qtiartermaster's  department  to  tow  the  captured  gunboat 

Teaser  to  the  TVashiugton  navy  yard  for  repairs,  and  send  an  inven- 
tory of  everything  found  on  board.  Also  send  every  letter,  paper,  and 

book  found  on  board. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Nary. 
Commodore  Ghas.  Wilkes, 

Cofnmanding  James  River. 

[Telef^ram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  July  10^  1862. 
I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  dispatch  just  received, 

of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 
John  A.  Dix, 

Major-  General. 
Flag-OflBcer  Goldsborough. 

Williamsburg,  July  10. 

There  is  at  a  point  on  the  Chickahominy  River,  aboat  15  miles  distant  from  the 
mouth,  a  fine  lot  of  prei>ared  ship  timber,  the  property  of  the  Confederate  States, 
which  has  already  been  inspected  and  surveyed  by  Lieutenant  Maury,  late  of  our 
Navy.  There  is  at  least  sufficient  to  supply  tne  heavy  timbers,  knees,  etc.,  for  two 
or  three  gunboats.  I  thought  it  pro2>er  to  advise  you,  so  that  measures  might  be 
taken  to  remove  and  secure  it. 

David  Campbbll, 
Colonel,  etc, 

Major-General  Dix. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  the  forma- 
tion of  the  James  River  Flotilla  as  an  independent  division  of  his 

command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.y  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commani- 
cations  of  the  6th  and  7th  instant,  informing  me  that  the  James  Kiver 
Flotilla  will  be  temporarily  an  independent  division  of  my  sqaadron 
under  command  of  Captain  Charles  Wilkes,  to  whom  I  am  to  transfer 
all  the  vessels  intended  for  that  river,  and  aftbrd  sach  supplies  and 
rei)air8  from  time  to  time  as  may  be  needed  by  him.  They  furthermore 
direct  me  to  furnish  the  Department  with  a  list  of  the  vessels  trans- 

ferred, and  when  I  shall  have  transferred  to  that  officer  the  James 
River  Flotilla,  to  transmit  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  remaining 
vessels  of  this  squadron,  their  station,  and  the  name  of  the  command- 

ing officer  of  each.  All  these  instructions  have  been  obeyed.  When 
Ca])tain  Wilkes  reported  to  me  on  the  night  of  the  9th,  whilst  I  was 
still  up  James  River,  he  showed  me  his  orders,  by  which  I  perceived 
that  among  other  things  he  was  to  report  directly  to  the  Department, 
and  to  make  requisitions  for  whatever  I  can  supply  directly  upon  me. 

The  determination  of  the  Department  to  detail  an  officer  of  Captain 
Wilkes'  rank  to  command  the  flotilla  in  James  River  is,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  well  calculated  to  benefit  the  public  ixvt«c^»\»\  \i>aX»\\»»^x«:'08>!Bt 
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deter 01  ioation  to  give  to  one  my  Junior  the  independent  (^outrol  of  i 
dhision  of  the  forces  under  ujy  aittbority,  to  operate  not  only  witliiij 
tbe  immediate  limits  of  my  command,  but,  as  it  were,  almost  before  n 
own  eyes,  and  I,  in  effect,  to  owrupy  toward  liim  no  other  relation  t 
tliat  of  his  purveyor,  wounds  my  seosibilitios  a»  an  officer  most  sore 
and  places  me  in  a  most  hnmiliatitig  attitude  before  the  public  a 

Navy.  In  thus  exinessing  my  feelings,  it  is  far  fi-om  my  intention  t^ 
urye  npon  the  Department  anytUiug  calculated  to  produce  difiiculti^ 

or  embarrassment,  I  am  bnt  an  individual,  and  the  thing  in  '  ' beyond  doubt,  was  done  under  the  hope  of  producing  public  be 
In  times  like  these  one  must  be  willing  to  regard  himself  as  of  no  o 
quencD  compared  with  that  bcnetit,  and  to  submit  to  luiylhing  shorty 
downright  dishonor.  Although  I  never  beard  or  read  of  a  case  like  tbi 
one  in  |M»int,  still  I  am  willing  to  undergo  the  rebuke  it  seemingly  p 
upon  Die  if  my  country  can  only  derive  advantage  from  it.  t  am  in  and 
at  her  service,  and  aK  long  as  1  remain  so,  to  be  disposed  of  as  my 
superiors  may  .judge  beat.  I  sincerely  trast  that  the  novel  arrange- 

ment under  consideration  may  lead  to  no  difficulties.  Most  certainly 
none  shall  be  occasioned  by  me, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

»
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tport  of  Fluff- Officer  Goldnboroiigh,  V.  S.  Kavy.of  iwmher  and  rlui 
0/ lutniiy'M  ;/!(«*  on  James  River. 

U.  S.  FLAaanip  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  July  11, 1862.  ■ 

:  I  beg  to  inform  the  Department  that  besides  all  the  guns  of  thj 

enemy  on  James  Kiver,  at  Hardy's  (Hardeu's]  Blutl'  and  Day's  I'o' about   whicli   1  wrote  a  tew  days   since,  1   have  had   all  those  i 
Jamestown  Island  also  elTectnally  destroyed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowingrecaiiitulation  of  the  numbi 
and  character  of  the  guns  at  these  [daces: 

AtHardy'H  [Untrlen's]  lilnff: 
Vni-iuclirillB.i  oolnmliiad  (15,800 lbs.)   
IX-inth  nhell  giiua   
Vl-incU  HIUhI  eolambituls   
32-poiini)eni  (faeavy)   

At  Day'R  Point: 
"3-pounden  (honvy,  old  pattern)   -   
vni-indi  ■boll          

I
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Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.    M.   GOLDSBOBOFQH, 

Flag-Officer,  North  Attaiitu'  Blockading  Sqwuiron.M 
[on.  GiDKOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Wathintitun,  J>.  C. 
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R^9ort  of  Commander  Rodgers^   U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  prize  gunboat 
Teaser, 

[U.  S.  S.]  Galena, 
Off  Harrison^  8  Bar,  July  It,  ISO 2. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  down  to  you  the  prize  gunboat  Teaser^ 
taken  by  the  Maratanza  in  James  River,  above  City  Point.  She  goes 
in  tow  of  the  tug  I>ragon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Rodgebs, 

Commander^  U,  S,  Xavy.  > 
Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  8.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monti- 
cello  J  of  shots  exchanged  by  that  vessel  with  the  Confederate  battery  at 
New  Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 
Off  Wilmington,  July  12, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant, 
whilst  lying  at  anchor  iu  8  fathoms  of  water  off  New  Inlet,  mouth  Cape 
Fear  River,  Federal  Point  light-house  bearing  W.  N.  W.,  distant  about 
3  miles,  the  rebels  opened  upon  us  witli  a  heavy  rifled  gun.  Tbeir  first 
shot  struck  about  600  yards  beyond  us.  We  proceeded  to  get  under- 

way. Whilst  doing  so  they  fired  two  shots;  the  first  passed  beyond 
us  about  200  yards,  the  next  about  100  yards.  We  returned  their  fire 
with  three  shots  from  the  rifled  gun,  all  of  which  fell  short.  Tbe  steamer 
Cambridge,  lying  ahead  and  outside  of  us,  and  the  steamer  Stars  and 
Stripes,  lying  astern  and  outside  of  us,  also  fired  at  the  fort;  their  shots 

fell  short.  I  now  steamed  in  to  within  1|  miles  of  Zeek^s  Island  and fired  thirteen  rifle  shell  in  and  about  their  works  at  that  ]>oint;  most 
of  their  shot  fell  short  They  had  one  rifled  gun  which  threw  shot  close 
to  us,  which  failed  to  do  us  any  damage. 

I  am,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.   L.   IJUAINE, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Monticello. 
Flag-OflBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  sending  prize  schoon- 
ers and  ordnance  stores  to  Washingtan  navy  yard  for  disposition. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  July  12, 1862. 

Sir:  I  send  this  day  to  the  Washington  navy  yard,  in  tow  of  the 
Baltimore,  three  schooners,  each  with  copper  on  board  picked  up  in 
this  yard,  and  one  of  tliem,  the  Chalcedony,  with  eighteen  more  guns  as 
a  part  of  her  load.  The  Chalcedony  is  a  chartered  vessel,  but  tbe  other 
two  are  prizes  taken  in  York  River,  and  concerning  which  I  forward 
herewith  all  the  ))apers  I  have  in  my  possession.  These  two  vessels,  I 
suppose,  might  be  condemned  in  Washington  by  our  admiralty  court, 
or  otherwise  disposed  of  as  the  Department  may  direct.  The^  ia.^^x!LsjN. 
wanted  here. 
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The  Baltimore  herself  will  also,  if  practicable,  take  a  lot  of  the  oop- 
l»er  to  Wasbiiigtoii. 

I  am,  very  re8])6i'tfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
L,    M.    fJOLUSBOKOlTOH, 

FlayOlfioer,  Comdff,  North  AtlitHtiv  Hlockatlinj/  Sijnadron. 
Hon.  (JIDELIN  Welleb, 

Secrefarp  of  the  Navi/,  Waakington,  I).  C. 

I'.  S. — Tbe  U.  S.  S.  Mount  }Yn)ihiHgtoji  having  arrivetl  from  Waeh- 
iugtoii  TCJtb  urduance  stores,  I  avail  of  her  return  to  tow  there  the  tug 
Tcmer,  reccnlly  cajitnred  fioin  the  Confederates  nii  James  River. 

Very  respectfully, 
L.    M.   OOLDSBOROUQH. 

Jieport  nf  ComniaHiifr  WoodliKll,  U,  S,  A'ory,  o/  haoing  ffirrn  txiHfoy  to 
army  steamer  Chancellor  IAvi»gston. 

U.  8.  Gunboat  Oimaeron, 
Off  Jamcstoicn,  ra.,July  12,im3. 

8ir:  I  received  the  enclosed  telegram  from  General  Dix,  asking  an 
escort  of  a  gunbont  to  protect  the  steamer  Chancellor  Lirhigston,  with 
fonr  paymasters  on  board,  nitli  funds  for  the  army.  Presuming  tbat 

it  is  proper  that  llie  general's  request  should  be  granted,  1  have  ordewMi 
Captain  McCrea  to  jiroceed  witli  his  steamer  to  perform  that  tiuty,  and 

then  i-eport  to  you  for  luither  orders. 
Colonel  David  Caruphel),  eooimanding  at  Williamsburg,  telegraphed 

to  me  yestiTday  that  he  desired  to  send  to  I'ortre.'is  Slonroe  fift#«ii prisoners,  of  which  number  seven  are  officers  of  rank.  I  have  iiu 
orders  to  direct  me,  but  as  it  seema  to  be  a  case  of  necessity,  I  Bholl 
have  these  persous  put  ou  board  the  tirst  transport  going  down  the 
river,  with  a  guard  from  my  ship  for  their  safe-keeping. 

I  hope  my  action  in  the  premises  will  meet  with  your  approval, 
1  am,  your  obedient  servant. 

Maxwell  Woodhull, 

Otimmander,  U,  X  A'apy. 
Flag  Oflici^r  Ciiarlks  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  Hirer  Flotilla. 

Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Qoldsltorough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain   Wilkta, 
U,  a,  Naey,  regarding  caal  schooners  sent  up  James  River. 

V.  S.  Flaoship  Minnesota, 
Xor/olk,  V>i.,  .hily  13,  1S62. 

Sir:  Tlie  coal  sclioouer  Clam  Merrick,  with  230  tons  coal,  was  sent 
up  the  Janies  Uiver  by  Oommnnder  Totten  on  the  !lth  instant,  and  i 
now  send  iij),  iu  b>w  of  the  Dragon,  the  Sarah  Cutleji  with  353  tons. 

Kc«]>  me  advised  of  what  coal  you  will  want,  and  when  you  will  have 
it  sent.  The  tugs  bringing  the  empty  scboonerH  down  should  take  np 
a  full  one  if  wanted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  olM>dient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLBSBOBUUQH, 

Flag  Officer. 

Vaptiiili   OHAItLEfi   W.ILK'E«, 
Comtnanding  Jamcn  Hirer  Flotilla. 
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Report  of  Flag-Oficer  Ooldsborotighj  U.  8.  Navy^  of  the  preparation  of 
ironclads  at  Richmond  for  toe  Confederate  service. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  July  J3,  1862. 

Sir  :  From  all  I  gather  I  am  convinced  that  the  enemy  is  very  busily 
engaged  at  Richmond  in  preparing  at  least  two  ironclad  vessels,  and 
that  they  are  now  nearly  ready  for  service.  The  young  MerrimaeJc^ 
regarded  by  the  enemy  as  a  better  and  more  formidable  vessel  than  the 
old  Merrimack^  is  certainly  one  of  them.  Besides  these  ironclads  he  is 
also  preparing  others,  but  how  many  or  of  what  kind  1  can  not  as  yet 
ascertain.  It  would  be  well,  I  think,  to  get  the  Ironsides  up  James 
River  as  early  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer^  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C. 

Letter  from  Commander  Olisson^  U.  S.  Navy  ̂   to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj 
U.  S.  Navy,  enclosing  note  from  General  Parke^  U.  S.  Army,  asking  for 
a  gunboat  at  Beaufort^  N,  (). 

•  U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  July  13, 1862. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  a  note  from  General  Parke  requesting  one  of  the 
gunboats  to  be  at  Beaufort  all  the  tinie.  The  probability  is  that  there 
will  be  one  there  for  the  next  three  weeks,  as  several  are  nearly  out  of 
coal.  As  I  have  no  authority  to  detain  a  vessel  there  a  moment  after 
she  gets  her  coal  and  stores  in,  I  would  be  obliged  to  the  Hagothcer  if 
he  would  send  me  instructions  on  the  subject.  Everything  is  quiet  off 
Wilmington,  and  the  squadron  is  in  good  health. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Senior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Ya. 

[Enclosare.] 

New  Berne,  July  5, 1862. 

Captain  :  Having,  by  direction  of  Major-General  Burnside,  to  remove 
the  greater  portion  of  my  force  from  Beaufort  and  Morehead,  and  Cap- 

tain Ijockwood  having  left  for  New  York  with  the  gunboat  Daylight,  I 
have  respectfully  to  request  that  if  not  incompatible  with  your  duties 
before  Wilmington  and  instructions  from  the  flag-officer,  you  so  arrange 
the  visits  of  your  vessels  to  Beaufort  for  stores  that  there  shall  be 
always  at  least  one  gunboat  in  that  harbor  for  the  defense  of  More- 
head,  and  with  the  guns  of  the  fort  keep  Beaufort  in  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  G.  Parke, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron^  off  Wilrnxu^Wa. 



NOHTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADINU    StJUADBON. 

IfpoH  of  Floff-Officer  Qoldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  ditpoaiti 
of  V.  S.  uteaiuera  Valley  City  and  Underwriter. 

U.  S.  Flagship  MmNssoxA, 

Norfolk,  I'rt.,  July  IH.  IHi 
t  Sib  :  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  in  my  judgment  tbe  Valley  City,  on  I 

repaired,  Lad  better  be  sent  ofl'  Wilmington,  N.  C,  on  blockading  duty^ and  the  Underwriter  to  her  former  station  in  the  sounds  of  Xortb  Car- 
olina. Both  these  vessels,  as  the  Department  doubtless  knows,  are 

now  at  Baltimore,  but  I  have  reason  to  suppose  that  Imth  will  « 
^'  Ay  for  service. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.    M.   CiOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag-O^er,  Comdy,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  I 
f  Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ,Washiiigl^>n,  D.  C. 

[U.  s.  s.]  wachusett,  July  13,  ima. 
!M!knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  detaching  Oommanden  _ 

!r,  A.  Jenkins  from  this  vessel.  I  am  apprehensive  the  Department  has 
niisappreliended  my  letter  relative  to  his  service.  It  was  not  niy  inten- 

tion to  have  him  detached  from  this  steamer.  The  services  lor  which 
I  wish  to  employ  him  will  not  int«rfere  with  his  duties  here,  but  rather 
assjnt  in  carrying  them  out.  Having  established  myself  on  board  this 
vessel,  there  would  not  be  accommodations  for  any  more  otlicers,  as  we 
And  ourseh'es  crowded  at  present,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  enlarge 
the  pooji  cabin  to  have  room  to  prepare  the  necessary  charts,  et«., 
required  for  this  service.  I  hope  the  Department  will  therefore  revoke 
the  order  of  detachment  whieh  I  have  n-ceived  and  which  I  shall  with- 

hold until  your  further  orders  are  received. 
We  are  very  rapidly  getting  this  flotilla  in  order  for  the  most  a<;tive 

service,  and  I  hope  to  report  to  you  that  we  are  i)repared  for  it  in  afew 
days,  by  which  time  1  trust  the  scout  canoes  will  have  arrived. 
The  army  trans|)ort8  are  daily  convoyed  up  and  down  by  the  gun- 

boats, besides  having  others  stationed  ofl'  the  principal  salient  )>oint8 where  the  rebels  have  come  down  to  Are  at  our  vessels  passing.  Tbey 
almost  daily  make  some  attempts  to  annoy  these  unarmed  boats,  but 
seldom  venture  to  do  anything  wbeu  accompanied  by  our  steamers. 
This  service  has  claimed  my  first  attention,  aud  1  believe  it  is  in  my 

power  to  keep  the  river  open  efl'ectaally. I  wrote  to  the  Department  relative  to  a  small  and  fast  tug.  I  omitted 
to  state  that  there  was  one  already  attached  to  the  flotilla,  but  every 
day  satisfies  me  that  1  shall  be  more  effective  with  another,  as  described 
in  my  former  letter. 

My  views  of  the  service  on  this  river  difl'er  materially  from  that  of 
the  tlag-ofHcer  in  many  particulars,  and  I  feel  satisfied  thiit  with  a 
larger  number  of  gunboats,  well  equipped,  we  can  do  the  work  espected 
of  us  with  more  speed  and  certainty.  The  (ienenee,  the  last  arrival 
here,  already  came  under  repairs  by  the  breaking  of  her  rock  shaft,  and 

■  e  outfit  of  the  Ctmerone  [Vimarrun]  is  reported  to  me  nn  defective.    I 

i 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        571 

have  already  had  to  send  one  vessel  to  the  fortress,  the  Satellite^  to 
andergo  the  necessary  overhauling,  but  it  will  not  take  over  a  day  or 
two.  The  Cceur  de  Lion  is  undergoing  repairs,  and  it  is  reported  that 
she  will  not  be  repaired  for  three  weeks.  The  Monitor  is  defective, 
as  I  was  informed  at  the  Department.  When  I  have  examined  her  I 
will  notify  the  Department  when  she  can  be  spared.  I  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  her  now  until  I  can  learn  how  long  the  army  is  to  rest  in  its 
present  position,  but  I  have  no  idea  of  remaining  inactive  after  I  get 
the  scouts.  1  found  there  was  a  great  deal  that  required  regulation, 
and  a  necessity  of  active  and  prompt  measures  to  bring  the  flotilla 
into  operation,  as  the  duties  on  the  river  require,  and  the  effective  pro- 

tection of  the  two  flanks  of  the  army.  The  Teaser  was  dispatched 
before  I  had  assumed  the  command  to  Norfolk.  I  have  endeavored  to 
preserve  all  the  papers,  etc.,  which  I  shall  forward  to  you  as  soon  as  a 

proper  opportunity  off'ers,  and  I  have  taken  the  necessary  copies  of  the most  important  papers  ailnong  them  for  use  here. 
Commander  Eodgers  has  forwarded  the  shells  with  other  articles  on 

board  the  Teaser.  I  hope  to  detain  these  at  Norfolk  or  get  one  of  the 
fuzes,  which  are  described  as  peculiar,  for  examination,  as  it  will  give 
us  a  better  idea  what  dependence  is  to  be  placed  in  them. 

I  would  ask  the  Assistant  Secretary's  attention  to  the  subject  of  tor- 
pedoes, and  also  barbed  rockets  that  will  enter  wood  and  be  the  means 

of  firing  any  bridges  or  other  works  of  wood.  If  we  had  some  Con- 
greve  rockets,  they  would  prove  effective  in  driving  the  sharpshooters 
out  of  the  woods.  Captain  Hunt,  of  the  Engineers,  I  presume,  by  this 
time  has  perfected  his  rocket.    I  would  gladly  make  the  trial  of  it  here. 

This  letter  has  grown  to  an  enormous  length,  but  I  have  so  much  to 
say  and  so  little  time  to  spare  until  I  get  the  fleet  in  order  for  service 
that  I  have  bad  to  combine  many  things  in  one  letter.  I  will  end  by 
assuring  you  that  the  navy  and  army  will  act  more  harmoniously 
together  and  that  the  ofBcers  under  me  will  prove  effective. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  'Washington. 

Ord^  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldshoroughj  U.  8.  Kavy^  to  Lieutenant  Davenport^ 
U,  S,  Navy,  to  assume  command  in  the.  sounds  of  North  Carolina  until 
further  notice. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Fa.,  July  13, 1862. 

Sir  :  As  Commander  Bowan  has  been  ordered  by  the  Department  to 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Potchatan,  you,  at  least  until  further  orders 
from  the  Department,  will  be  the  senior  naval  ofiicer  in  the  sounds  of 
North  Carolina,  and  will  regard  yourself  accordingly.  All  naval  vessels 
there  will  be  subject  to  your  control,  and  the  officers  on  board  of  them 
amenable  to  your  legal  authority.  I  wish  you,  on  assuming  thei>08ition 
in  view,  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  distributing  and  stationing  the 
vessels  and  in  cooperating  with  the  army.  Do  all  in  your  power  to 
serve  the  latter,  and  to  assist  it  in  its  operations  against  the  enemy. 
Place  yourself  in  free  and  frank  communieation  with  the  commanding 
general,  and  do  your  best  within  your  limits  to  bring;  t\\\%  \fc\rc^5^^ 
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ilietlion  to  a  concluBion.    Kxei-t  yourself  to  tnaiiitRhi  good  order  and 
isoipliue  tbrougboiit  the  uuval  force  in  the  sounds  of  North  ('aioliua, 

aod  cultivate  harmony  with  the  army.     Keep  me  constantly  iulbrmed 
of  all  movements  of  importance. 

A  STipply  vessel,  with  au  abundant  quantity  of  proviBions,  stores,  and 
clothing  on  board,  wtis  sent  fi-om  Hampton  lioads  to  the  senior  oClioer 
in  the  soundH  of  North  Carolina  Imt  a  few  days  ago. 

Let  your  rei]iiisilio]i  for  supplies  be  scut  to  mo  in  ample  seasou,  aud, 
in  approving  them,  I  wish  you  to  esereise  a  rigid  scrutiny  and  a  sound 
economy. 

Keep  no  chartered  vessel  on  hand  a  moment  longer  than  is  absolntely 
necessury.     Demurrage  is  a  sore  account. 
Make  your  requisitions  for  coal  directly  uiHin  the  navy  agent  at  Phil- 

■  adelphia,  Jamea  9.  Chambers,  esq.,  to  whom  I  have  ab'eady  written  to 
«HpGct  your  demands. 
Be  good  enough  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this. 

I  am,  very  reapectfiilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  trOLDSBOBoron, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  K,  Davenpoht, 
Comm-mdittij  U.  S.  S.  Hetzel,  Sovnrlx  of  ̂ orlh  Carolina. 

'iictli^  from  fleiufral  Mt'Clellan,  V.  N.  Army^  to  Captain  Wilke*, 
Nav)/,  vequentin^i  "  boat  to  conveti  dinpntclim  to  (lenrral  Lee, 

IlKADyOABTEBS  AHMY  OF  THE   POTOHAO, 

Vamp  near  Jfarri»o>i'»  Landing,  July  i:i,  ISGS. 
Sm:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  will 

_l&ve  some  dispatchcx  this  morning  to  «end  to  (lenernl  Lee,  aud  will  be 
^bli^edif  you  will  have  a  boat  in  readiness  to  convey  them  to  City  Point 
uider  a  Hag  of  trace. 

Very  resiiectfnlly,  your  ol)e<lient  servant, 
3.  Williams, 

Asitinlant  Adjiitant-Qeneral. 

Captain  Charlks  Wilkes,  IT.  S.  Navj', 
OommaHfiing  Jamtx  Rirer  FlotiUa. 

I 

\tnitr  of  Captain  Wilkes,  C.  S,  ?iart/,  rtgardhiff  a  dinlinffuisliing  peuimnt 
fur  pivkeU  and  »couta, 

C  S.  S.  Waobhsett, 
JameK  Itiver,  July  ll,  1863. 

The  commanding  oiRcera  of  all  vessels  attached  to  this  command  will 
observe  that  hereafter  tho  Uuion  troops,  cavalry,  picketing  or  scouting 

on  the  hanks  of  the  James  River,  will  be  distiugaished  by  a  lancer's I  red  ]>ennantor  flag. 
It  must  be  nnderstond  that  the  itbove  information  is  for  commanding 

Qlcers  only. 
CUABLES   WlLKBS, 

Comiiiainling  Jame«  Hirer  FlotiUi 
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Report  of  Captain   Wilkes^   U.   S.  Navy^  urging  the  supply  of  fresh 

provisions. 
U.  S.  S.  Wachusbtt, 

James  River ̂   July  14, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  making 

arrangements  for  the  supply  of  fresh  provisions  for  the  crews  of  the 
vessels  attached  to  this  flotilla.  The  men  are  suffering  now,  and  we 
can  not  rely  upon  the  army  for  any  considerable  amount  of  fresh  beef 
for  any  length  of  time.  I  would  suggest  that  not  only  fresh  beef  be 
furnished,  but  an  abundance  of  vegetables.  We  need  at  this  time 
rations  for  1,052  men.  I  would  be  glad  to  be  supplied  three  times  a 
week. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy* 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Werden,  U,  S.  Navy^ 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conemaugh,  to  proceed  to  Norfolk,  Va, 

Navy  Department,  July  14, 1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  XT.  S.  S.  Conemaugh,  under  your  command,  is 

ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  to  Norfolk  and  report  to  Flag-Officer 
Ooldsborough. 

1  am,  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  Eesd  Werden,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Conemaugh,  Portsmouth,  N.  IL 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U,  S, 
Navy,  regarding  U.  S.  steamers  Sonoma  and  Conemaugh, 

Navy  Department,  July  u,  1862. 
Sir:  The  XT.  S.  steamers  Sonoma,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wyman, 

and  Conanaugh,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden,  at  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you.  On  their  arrival  send  them 
to  Commodore  Wilkes,  in  the  James  River. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comnumding,  etc.,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S,  Navy,  asking  to  be  relieved 
from  the  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  July  15, 1862. 

Sir:  The  appointment  of  Captain  Wilkes  to  the  independent  (com- 
mand of  the  tiotilla  in  James  River  has,  as  I  apprehended  it  would  do^ 

subjected  me  to  the  most  scurrilous  and  unmetit/^  -^XXai^^i  ws.X^^^'wx* 



h 
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of  pnblic  prints.  I,  perhaps,  care  as  little  as  many  others  would  do  q. 
BHtili  vile  and  vulgar  writings,  but  then,  Bay  what  one  may,  tbeydottU 
less  exercise  a  very  prejudicial  eSect  against  my  cbaracter  upon  t 
minds  of  the  mnltitude,  if  not,  too,  upon  the  minds  of  many,  ignorai 

of  facts  and  circumstances,  serving  under  my  command.  In  this  sta' 
of  things  1  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  I  ought  to  be  relieTi.  ,^_ 
from  my  present  position,  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  conoar 
with  me  in  Judgment,  and  dispose  of  me  at  once  accordingly.  Infinite 
distress  has  been  occasioned  to  my  family  by  these  slanderous  articles, 
and  to  keep  me  exposed  to  tliem  would  be  to  contiuue,  if  not  increase, 
their  unhappiness. 

I  may  mention  that  I  have  now  been  for  three  years  constantly  afloat, 
audfor  that  period  almost  a»  constantly  separated  from  my  family.  If 
it  slioald  please  the  Department  to  assign  me  any  dnty  whatever  iu 
Washington  suitable  to  my  rank,  where  I  can  be  useful,  I  should  be 
gratified.     I  merely  mention  this  without  any  pretense  to  choose  duty 
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I  Flag-()ffwer,  Covidg.  Xorth  Atlanlic  Blockading  Squt 
L  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

I  Secrelan/  of  the  -A'a»y,  WashingtoH,  D.  0. 

tettc 

8li 

ettcrfrom  tho  Secretary  of  the  Navy  io  Flag-Offict^  (iohhborovghj  i 
Navy,  rcgardini/  detachment  from  hi«  command. 

Navt  Department,  July  21,  laSi 
SlK;  I  have  received  yonr  letter  of  the  15th  instant  stating  that 

appointment  of  Captain  Wilkes  to  the  independent  command  of  the 
flotilla  iu  Jamett  Biver  has  subjected  you  to  the  most  scurrilous  aud 
unmerited  attacks  on  the  psu't  of  public  prints,  which  are  doubtless 
exercising  a  very  prejudicial  efl'ect  agaiust  your  character  ujiou  the minds  of  the  multitude,  if  not,  too,  upon  the  minds  of  many,  ignorant 

-  of  facts  and  circumstances,  serving  under  your  command,  nwl  there- 
^^^^fbre  asking  to  be  detached  from  your  present  position.    The  Dej 
^^^BjDent  will  order  an  officer  to  relieve  you  at  an  early  day. 

^^^^E^         I  am,  respectfully,  etc., ^^^B  GXDBON  We] 
^^^H   Flag-Ofiieer  L,  M.  GoLnsBORonGH, 
^^^H  Commanding,  etc.,  Sorfolk,  Va. 

w ieporl  iif  Vapta i  Wilkfji,  r.  S.  Nary,  regardimi  aff'airs  i Kiver  Flotilla. 

the  J<u 

Flaohuii'  Wachusbtt, 

Harnao7i'n  Bar,  .Inly  15,  IS63.  ' 
My  Dkae  Sir:  I  am  getting  along  bravely.  When  I  Joined  this 

flotilla  1  found  everything  in  confusion,  and  no  regulations  established 
whatever  relative  to  the  order  of  things,  either  in  the  naval  department 
or  the  quartermaster  of  the  army.  The  channels  were  all  occupie<i  by 
the  fleet  of  transports,  and  nu  order  or  instrtu-tions  as  to  their  going  and 
coming.  General  MeClellau  acceiled  to  my  views  and  I  have  taken  the 
whole  under  my  direction,  aud  we  now  begin  to  see  the  fruits  of  the 
arranjsifiDeulH  I  have  adojited.  The  force  under  my  command  requires 

U'  be  increased;  the  duties  are  too  mmiUforlWwive&wV&Xn^wxfoxH^m 
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niaiotainiug  such  a  force  as  will  secure  the  transports  from  annoyance 
or  risk  and  covering  the  army  flanks.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters  are 
on  the  alert,  whenever  they  can  get  a  chance  to  approach  the  shores 
near  enough  to  make  the  fire  of  tbeir  rifles  efiective.  Fort  Powhatan 
is  perhaps  the  most  assailable  point  on  the  river  and  susceptible  of 
being  fortified.  I  have  requested  General  McGlellan  to  aid  me  in  an 
efiective  exploration  of  this  place,  to  understand  all  its  capabilities  and 
where  batteries  can  be  erected  by  the  rebels.  As  far  as  I  can  under- 

stand, no  reconnoissance  of  the  river  on  the  opposite  side  has  yet  been 
made  from  this  point  (Harrison's  Bar)  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ghickahom- 
iny,  but  it  will  soon  be  made,  and  the  woods  destroyed,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  erection  of  masked  batteries. 

As  soon  as  the  transportation  on  the  river  is  entirely  secure,  I  shall 
then  begin,  myself,  ofiensive  operations  and  reconnoissanees  with  the 
scout  canoes,  which  I  hope  to  see  join  me  by  to*  morrow  or  next  day,  and 
I  would  ask,  as  they  are  finished,  they  may  be  dispatched,  if  possible, 
one  of  the  larger  size  and  another  of  the  smallest,  to  be  sent  at  same 
time.  I  shall  look  for  them  with  anxiety,  for  I  am  sure  they  will  prove 
very  effective.  None  of  the  boats  we  now  have  can  pass  above  City 
Point  without  losing  life.  From  information  obtained,  the  enemy  have 
some  3,000  sharpshooters  lining  both  shores  of  the  river  as  far  as  Fort 
Darling;  above  that  the  whole  is  a  terra  incognita  at  present  to  us. 
This  the  scout  canoes  will  soon  explore.  1  hope  and  believe  I  have 
many  officers  who  are  qualified  for  these  duties,  but  I  am  not  yet  suffi- 

ciently acquainted  with  their  merits,  but  will  be  in  a  few  days.  As 
usual,  all  tbe  steamers  are  complaining;  it  may  be  considered  a  chronic 
distemper  to  have  their  boilers  and  engines  out  of  order  and  requiring 
repairs.  I  find  the  specific  application  I  apply  removes  disorders,  and 
1  anticipate  few  reports  of  inefficiency  on  the  part  of  commanding  offi- 

cers, as  well  as  en^neers,  hereafter. 
The  letter  from  the  Department,  of  the  12th,  requiring  me  to  make  an 

examination  into  the  charges  against  Acting  Master  Hamilton  came  to 
me  last  evening.  I  shall  make  this  as  soon  as  possible,  agreeably  to  your 
orders;  but  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  have  no  time  to  make  such  inves* 
tigation  without  neglecting  very  important  duties,  and  would  ask  the 
Department  to  defer  sending  me  any, more  to  occupy  my  time.  I  will 
see  that  the  duties  are  performed  by  all  the  officers  under  my  command, 
and  you  will  readily  perceive  that  it  must  interfere  greatly  with  my 
duties,  as  well  as  call  off  the  attention  of  officers  from  theirs,  if  I  have 
to  examine  into  their  moral  conduct  and  which  may  be  delayed  until 
the  pressing  and  all-important  subject  of  the  war  is  closed  in  this  quar- 

ter, to  which  my  whole  energies  are  being  devoted.  I  asked  in  a  former 
letter  to  the  Department,  to  inform  me  of  the  whole  force  they  intended 

t/O  send  me,  as  it  will  save  me  much  time  to  know.  I  may  add'  that  I 
can  not  have  too  many  gunboats;  any  drawing  not  over  16  feet  can  be 
of  great  use.  As  the  army  moves  toward  Richmond  they  will  require 
more  protection,  and  this  will  extend  over  a  much  greater  distance.  I 
do  not  wish  to  be  interrupted,  when  I  begin  active  and  offensive  opera- 

tions, for  want  offeree. 
The  tug  1  wrote  for  (small  and  fast)  is  absolutely  needed.    These  ves- 

sels do  the  duty  which  otherwise  would  fall  upon  our  boats  and  crews 
and  cause  them  to  be  greatly  exposed  to  the  sun  and  sickness. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 
Ghables  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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>orl  •'/  CupUtin  Willn-s,  U.  S.  Nuvj/,  ret/arilmg  4cjiciGHcies  i>/  i 
the  JU'Viet  River  FlolUUi. 

U.  S.  9.  Wachcsett, 

Harrinon'ii  Bar,  Jnvtes  Riicr,  July  15,  1863. 
SiE:  I  liavc  received  your  connmiDication  of  the  IJtli.  The  services 

"pf  the  tug  are  needed  and  will  be  acceptable. The  officer  whom  you  have  ordered  to  relieve  Commander  Jenkins  I 
will  dispose  of.  Vou  probably  had  not  received  my  letter  wberein  I 
pointed  out  the  misapprehenBtun  of  the  Departmeut  in  reliUioii  to  Com- 
mauder  Jeukins,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  aQbrd  accommodatious  for 
another  on  board  tbi!«  steamer. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  men  I  wrote  for  can  not  be  furnished. 
Contrabands  will  not  be  effective  for  the  service  I  intend  to  perforin, 
and  I  still  hope  that  the  Department  will  direct  the  hundred  required 
to  be  forwarded  to  me  immediately.  The  crews  of  every  one  of  this 
flotilla  are  short,  and  1  require  many  petty  officers,  which  grade  can 
not  be  dispeuBod  with.  Whenever  contrabauds  can  be  used  as  liremeii 
they  are  now  employed,  bnt  the  number  is  exceedingly  limited.  Being 
aware  how  important  it  is  for  this  Hotilla  to  he  thoroughly  efficient,  I 
can  not  too  strongly  uige  upon  the  Department  to  send  me  these  men 
to  fill  np  deficiencies  which  the  above  number  will  barely  cover.  If 
seamen  can  not  be  supplied,  1  will  be  glad  to  have  men  who  may  not 
have  tbllowed  the  sea. 

The  Department  is  aware  that  the  service  in  which  I  am  engaged  is 

entirely  difl'erent  from  that  of  FlagOfficer  tiold>.borough.  It  retiuires not  only  strengh  of  muscle  to  work  the  guns,  but  the  iutelligence  of  our 
countrymen. 

I  would  request  the  Department,  if  possible,  to  forward  me  some 
rockets  armed  with  barbs  and  some  ettective  torpedoes.  Also  one  of 
the  small  electrical  batteries  nf  Kodgers,  which  were  recommended  by 
the  board  of  which  I  was  a  member,  accompanied  with  the  lightest  wire 
covered  with  gutta-percha. 
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I  Kvpiirl  fif  Commoilorc  Wi'.ken,  U.  S.  Navy,  rei/ardinij  the  trial  trip  of  the 
'  '  U.S.  S.  Galena. ' 

U.  a.  8.  Wachtsett, 

Harrison'"  liar,  Jame»  Rtvei;  .July  lH,  18H2. 
Sfr:  I  have  received  your  letter  in  relation  to  the  ironclad  steamer 

■t  Ilichmond  and  its  enclosure. 
The  trial  trip  ordered  by  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  can  not  at 

present  be  made,  as  her  servicer  are  reipnred  in  the  event  of  the 
appearance  of  the  Richmond  vessel.  As  soon  as  circumstances  will 
permit  she  will  be  sent  down  to  the  bay  for  the  purpose  of  trial,  as  it  is 
impossible  to  test  her  speed  in  this  river,  owing  to  shoal  water  and 
llRrrow  pa.tsages. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Chablks  Wilkes, 

Commanding  Jam  en  Rirer  flotilla. 
Boa.  OwEOS  Welles, 

Secrettiry  It/  the  Navy,  Washington. 

i 
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Bepart  of  Commander  Woodhully  U.  S.  Navy,  commandinij  U.  S.  S.  Cimar- 
rouy  regarding  protection  of  the  right  flanl'  of  the  army. 

U.  8.  Gunboat  Cimarron, 

Right  Wing^  Harrison^ h  Landing^  Jtily  1(>,  1862. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have 

placed  my  vessel,  as  directed,  on  the  extreme  right  flank  of  the  army; 
so  also  the  other  gunboats  under  my  charge,  as  will  give  us  full  com- 

mand of  the  open  country  beyond  the  line. 
As  to  what  force  will  be  necessary  to  furnish  ample  protection  to  this 

wing  of  the  army,  it  will  be  impossible  to  say  with  any  certainty;  but 
so  far  as  my  judgment  is  reliable,  I  think  that  the  four  gunboats 
(including  my  own;  now  in  this  locality  will  be  sufficient  for  the  present. 
Of  course,  if  an  emergency  should  occur,  this  point  could  be  easily 
strengthened  from  the  reserve  at  the  center. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  my  sick  report  with  those  of  the  other  gunboats 
of  the  squadron. 

Kespectfully,  yours, 
Maxwell  Woodhull, 

Commander  J  U,  /S'.  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  Charles  Wilkes, 

[Commanding  James  River  Flotilla.] 

Report  of  Commander  Woodhull^  U,  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cimar- 
ron^  requesting  the  presence  of  an  army  signal  officer  on  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Cimarron, 
Right  Wing,  James  River y  July  1(>,  18(i2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  have 
placed  on  board  this  vessel  an  army  signal  officer.  The  presence  of  one 
of  that  corps  is  almost  absolutely  necessary  should  an  attack  be  made 
on  this  wing  of  the  army;  in  fact,  our  fire  would  be  dangerous  to  our 
own  people  without  the  means  of  communicating  with  the  shore  and 
ascertaining  accurately  the  position  of  the  enemy. 

Kespectfully,  etc., 
Maxwell  Woodhull, 

Commander^  l\  tS,  Navy, 
Flag-Officer  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Order  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough^  U.  aV.  Xary,  to  Commander  Tottcn, 
U.  8.  Navy  J  to  send  U.  JS,  steamers  8onoma  and  Conemaugh  to  the  James 
River  Flotilla. 

U.  8.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  To.,  July  16^  1862. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  steamers  Sonoma,  Lieutenant  Commanding  K.  H. 
Wyman,  and  Conemaugh^  Lieutenant  Commanding  Reed  Werden,  are 
expected  to  arrive  at  Ilampton  Koads  from  Portsmouth,  N.  IL  Direct 
them  both,  from  me,  as  soon  as  they  do  arrive,  to  proceed  forthwith  uv> 
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[siues  River  and  report  to  C'aptain  Cbarles  Wilkes,  commandiDg  the 
^otilla  ill  tliat  river,  for  service. 

I  vill  thank  yoa  to  have  pilots  procui'ed  and  in  readinesB  for  them — 
one  for  each  vessel — who  are  to  receive  $100  per  month  and  have  their 
mesa  bills  paid  besides. 

I  am,  very  ies£>ectiully,  your  iibedient  servant, 
~  L.    M,   GOLDBBOlioUGH, Fl'ig-O^ier. 

[  CuDimandcr  B,  ,T.  Totten,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Comdg.  U.  H.  iS[Aip]  Jirawlyuiine,  Sampton  Roadu,  Virginia. 

iporl  of  Commoilore  Wilkea,  U.  S,  Navy,  objectituj  to  the.  retnnrni  froth 

hin  command  of  tko  U.  S.  8.  Wacl'imelt. 
U.  S.  S.  Wacbusbtt. 

Harri»07i'»  Bar,  James  River,  July  17, 186S. 
8lB:  The  Wachusett  headed  the  list*  of  the  vessels  tnriied  over  to 

_liDe  by  Flag-Uflicer  Goldsborongh  as  eomposing  the  James  River  fleet, 

~which  I  herewith  enclose     1  accordingly  made  her  my  flagship  and  she baa  been  organized  as  such.     It  would  be  a  great  detriment  now  to  this 
imtwrtaut  service  to  make  any  change  in  the  organisation  I  have  effected, 
and,  in  fact,  derange  the  whole.     I  make  these  observations  in  coiise- 
quence  of  having  had  enclosed  toiuetheordersof  Oommander  Hazard, 
to  lake  command  of  this  ship,  aud  for  him  to  proceed  with  hi>r  and 
report  to  Commodore  Dn  Pont  at  Port  Royal,  IS.  C.|,  thus  reducing  the 
Heet  iind  depriving  me  of  the  most  efficient  ship  I  nave,  besides  disar- 

ranging all  the  plans  I  have  ma^le  forthe  coming  work.     I  trust,  there- 
fore; the  Department  will  not  think  of  making  any  change,  and  espe- 

cially one  which  would  overturn  all  my  arrangements. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cbarles  Wilkes, 
Commamling  James  River  flotilla. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 
Secretary  ufihe  Navy,  Washington. 

Letter/rom  the  Serretury  of  tfi^  Ifapy  to  Jtagnffi firs  commanding  hlockad- 
ing  squadrons,  transmiUUuj  extracts  of  dinpatchrs  from  U,  S.  consula  at 
JjondoH  and  llenmida  regarding  suspicious  vessels. 

Navy  Uepautment,  July  17,  1862. 
Sib:  I  transmit  herewith  extracts  from  a  dispatch  of  the  consul  at 

■  Ijondon,  dated  the  27th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  steamer  Pkehe;  also 
exti'iu:ts  from  adispatoh  of  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  same  date,  relaUve 
to  the  steamer  building  by  the  Lairds  for  the  rebels,  steamers  Julia 
Usher  and  Alabama  (formerly  Rangoon),  and  bark  ijllen. 
The  ooiiHul  at  Bermuda,  under  date  of  the  3d  instant,  reports  the 

jrrivid  there  of  the  steamer  Lodona,  purporting  to  be  bound  for  Beau- 
ytort,  under  a  IT.  S.  consul's  liceuse.     It  is  said  she  has  six  screw  plugs 

•Sw  p.  563. 
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iD  her  bottom,  which,  when  taken  out,  wiU  siuk  her  in  twenty  minutes, 
and  that  her  master  has  orders  to  sink  her  rather  than  let  her  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  United  States.  She  draws  11  feet  of  water  and  is  full 
bark-rigged. 

I  am,  respectfully,  ete., 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Commanding^  etc.j  Port  Royal. 

Flag-Ojfficer  D.  G.  Farrauut, 
Commanding  ^Ve8iern  Oulf,  etc, 

Flag-Officer  Jas.  L.  Lardner, 
Cojnmanding  Eastern  Oulfj  etc,.  Key  West, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  AtluntiCj  etc,,  Norfolkj  Va, 

[EnoloHure.] 

From  dispatch  of  consul  at  London,  dated  June  27,  1862 : 

In  one  of  my  dispatches  of  last  week,  No.  44,  I  spoke  of  the  steamer 
Phebe  as  having  gone  down  the  river  to  take  in  powder.  She  had  been 
gone  some  twenty-four  hours  when  a  telegraphic  dispatch  was  sent  her 
to  return  to  this  city.  She  returned  and  took  from  one  Government 
storehouse  16  casks  of  tobacco,  and  from  one  other  100  packages  of 
slops,  consisting  of  serges  for  clothing  for  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines, 
soap,  etc.  These  articles,  the  persons  having  charge  of  the  Govern- 

ment storehouses  from  which  they  were  taken  say,  are  going  to  Ber- 
muda for  the  Government.  After  taking  these  articles  on  board  she 

left  the  River  Thames  and  went  to  the  island  of  Ilarty,  where  the  Mer- 
rimac  took  in  her  powder,  and  at  7  oVlock  this  morning  she  had  taken 
in  1,500  ban^els  and  has  probably  taken  in  more  today. 
As  there  is  no  Government  storehouse  at  II arty,  or  within  40  miles 

of  there,  for  powder,  and  as  that  is  the  pla<*e  where  the  Merrimac  and 
other  Confederate  steamers  took  in  powder,  I  think  the  conclusion  that 
she  is  there  taking  in  powder  for  the  rebels  a  fair  one,  es])ecially  as  she 
is  in  their  employ  and  has  10,000  KnAeld  rifles  on  board  intended  for 
them.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  character  of  the  vessel  is 
known  to  the  British  Government.  The  probability  is  that  those  who 
control  her  here,  and  their  friends,  have  sought  and  obtained  this  small 
quantity  of  freight,  thinking  it  may  aid  in  shielding  the  vessel  from 
seizure  until  she  can  land  her  cargo  at  Bermuda  or  Nassau.  She  draws 
about  15  feet  of  water,  and,  I  am  informed,  can  run  15  or  16  knots  an 
hour.    •     •     • 

From  dispatc*>h  of  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  dated  June  27, 1862 : 
This  vessel  (gunboat  building  by  the  Lairds)  is  ready  for  sea,  and  if 

not  prevented  will  sail  before  the  end  of  next  week.  Cai)tain  Bulloch 
will  command  her.  She  will  enter  upon  the  business  as  a  privateer  at 
once  and  not  attempt  to  run  into  a  Southern  port.  It  is  said  that  her 
armament  will  consist  of  eleven  guns,  all  of  heavy  caliber.     •     •    • 

The  Julia  Usher  is  still  in  the  dock. 
The  steamer  Rangoon,  a  description  of  which  was  sent  in  a  dispatch 

some  months  ago,  has  changed  her  name  to  the  Alabama,  She  has 
entered  to  load  for  Havre.    Fernie  Brothers  &  Co.  are  her  consignors. 
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BUe  is  one  "f  the  steamers  purcbaRed  t^i  run  the  bloukade.  and  will 
take  on  a  cargo  for  that  purpose  either  at.  this  or  some  other  Enropean 

port. The  b^rk  EUfn  has  cleared  for  Nassau  via  Cardiff.  I  understand 
that  she  will  take  a  loud  of  coat  to  Njiasau  to  supply  the  steamers  at 
that  jvort.  It  has  beeome  neeesaary  to  establish  a  coal  depot  at  that 
place  for  the  steamers  purchased  by  the  rebels.  Her  consignee  is 
M.  J.  Wilson.    •     •     • 

Oriler  of  thv  Screlarii  of  iUe  Kavy  to  Flag-O^er  Oohhhirouiih,  C.  S. 
3'ttPy,  regarding  moremenls  of  rtvsi-U. 

Navy  Departmbnt,  July  i«,  IStiif. 
Sib;  Direct  Commander  MeKiuatry  to  proceed  with  the  Ifaivtah  to 

James  River  and  report  to  Commodore  Wilkes  as  a  part  of  his  Hotilla. 
The  Underwriter  will  be  ordered  to  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina  aa 

you  suggest.     The  Valley  City  will  not  be  ready  for  some  two  montbii, 
as  she  requires  a  new  Imiler. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sc-rvaut, Gideon  Wklleb. 

Flag-Ofliccr  Iv.  M.  Goldsbobotgh, 

Commetndintj,  etc.,  ynrfolk,  \'a. 

V 

Orilrr  of  the  Secretary  nfthc  Xnvy  to  Jlag-offiirrit  nnnmnndinii  bliM-hndinfj 
mittadrona  In  name  candidattt  from  the  enlUtud  lioys  of  the  A'aey  for 
appointment  an  midjtkipnwn. 

Navy  Department,  July  is,  ise2. 
Sir:  The  bill  approved  July  16,  18ti2,  authorized  the  President  to 

appoint  annually  three  midshipmen,  who  shall  be  selei'ted  from  the 
enlisted  boys  of  the  Navy.  They  must  be  of  good  moral  character, 
able  to  reiid  and  write  well,  writing  from  dictation  and  spelling  with  cor- 

rectness, and  to  perform  with  aceuracy  the  various  operations  of  the 
primary  rules  of  arithmetic,  vi/..  numeration,  and  the  addition,  subtrw;- 
tion,  maiti plication,  and  division  of  whole  numbers. 

They  must  be  not  over  18  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  their  admission 
into  the  Academy,  which  the  present  year  will  be  between  the  I'Ulh  and 
30th  (if  Septeml»er  iiest,  and  have  been  at  least  one  year  in  the  service, 
six  months  of  which  shall  have  been  sea  service. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  select  one  of  the  boys  of  the  fleet  under  your 
oomuiand,  whose  age  and  service  conform  to  the  law,  whose  physical 
and  mental  qualifications  will,  in  your  opinion,  enable  him  lo  pass  the 
examination  for  admission  into  the  Academy,  and  whose  conduct  iu 
the  face  of  the  enemy  and  general  deportment  have  brought  him  most 
favorably  to  your  notice. 

In  transmitting  his  name  to  the  Department  you  will  state  bin  age, 
place  of  birth,  a[id  rasirlenco  when  enlistetl. 

1  am,  reaiiectluUy,  your  obedient  suivaiit, 
Gideon  \Viii.Lt;s. 

I'lag-OtMcor  S.  V.  l>u  Pont, 
Cinnmanditiy,  eU; 

Fbtg-OIUver  }..  M.  OoLDSiioRouoH. 

Commanding,  etc.,  XorJ'nlk,  Va. 
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Order  of  the  Seeretnry  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Gold^horoughj  U,  S. 
Navy  J  to  transmit  dratcingsfor  new  boiler h  needed. 

Navy  Department,  July  19 j  1862. 
Sir:  If  any  of  the  steamers  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina  need 

new  boilers,  or  will  need  them  soon,  please  have  proper  drawings  trans- 
mitted to  the  Department,  so  that  new  boilers  may  be  constructed  before 

the  steamers  are  ordered  north  to  receive  them. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Oommandingj  ete.j  Norfolk^  Va. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldaboroitgh,  U.  8, 
Nary,  to  dispatch  the  U,  8,  8,  Marblehead  to  the  8outh  Atlantic  Block- 

ading Squadron. 
Navy  Department,  July  Wy  1862. 

Sir  :  Direct  Lieutenant  Commanding  Soinerville  Nicholson  to  proceed 
with  all  possible  dispatch  with  the  U.  8,  S.  Marblehea^l  to  Tort  Royal, 
S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-OflBcer  Du  Pont. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(iiDEON  Welles. 

Flag-Otticer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding^  etc.,  Norfolk^  Va. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  8.  Navy^ 
designating  vessels  for  the  James  River  Flotilla. 

Navy  Department,  July  li),  1862. 
Sir:  The  following  vessels  will  constitute  the  James  River  Flotilla 

under  your  command: 

Vesnel. 

Dacotah  ... 
WachtiMtt 
Galena   
Cimarnm  . . 
Maratanza. 
Tioga   

SoDoma . . 
MahaHka 
Monitor  . 
Delaware 

A  roostook 
Yankee . . . 

Commanding  officer. V«w«il. Commanding  oHiror. 

Commander  McKinstrj*. Commander  Jenkins. 
(.'Ommander  John  Kodgera. 
Commander  Woodhull. 
Lieat.  Commanding  SteveuH. 
Lieut.    Commanding    G.   W. 
Rodgers. 

Lieut.  Commanding  Wyman. 
Lieut.  Commanding  Hnrriaon. 
Lieut.  Commanding  Jeffera. 
Lieut.  Commanding  Qnackon- 

bush. 
Lient.  Commanding  Franklin. 
Lieat.  Commanding  Gibson. 

Geneneo   
Port  Royal   
Jacob  IW[\   

Commodore  Itar- 
ni'V. 

South  field   
Morae   
Currituck   
Satollito   
Ca*ar  de  Lion... 
Dragon   
A.  C.  Powell   
Step))ing  Stonea 

Lieut,  (yomnmuding  Mattoiiib. 
Lieut.  Comiiiundiu;;  Morris. 
Lieut.  Commanding  MeCrea. 
i..ieut.  Commauding  Chaplin. 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  Itehni. 
Acting  Master  Hays. 
Acting  MaMter  Sbankland. 
Acting  Master  Foster. 
Acting  Master  Hamilton. 
Acting  Master  Watson. 
Acting  Mast«'r  Poster. 
Acting  Master  Frank. 

The  Sonoma  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
Flag-Otticer  Goldsborough  has  been  directed  to  send  the  Dacotah  to 

you. I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wri.\.^*^. Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  f*(otilla,  Old  Point  CoiuJotI, 



tiettcrfrom  the  Spcrrtart/  of  the  Narn  to  Commodnre  Wilkes,  !'.  S.  yaty, 1  transmitting  information  regarding  a  plan  for  the  SeslructioH  oftheU.8. 
gtinioati  in  JameJi  Itirer. 

Navy  Department,  July  19,  istis. 

'  Sir:  I  enclitse  lierewilL  an  extracr.  from  a  private  lett^^i-  received  by 
lilie  Seoretju-y  of  8tate  from  an  iiitelli^Dt  geutleiuuu  iu  New  York, 
relative  to  a  ne^rot  |i1aii  tbat  Koiiieone  in  said  to  be  i-nncucMutr  for  tbe 
(lestriiotion  of  tbe  giiiiboat.s  in  James  [tiver.  Tlie  extriiut  Laving  beeu 
tranamitted  to  tliis  l)e()artinent,  it,  is  deemed  proper  to  coninumtcate  it 
to  you  for  what  it  is  worth. 

I  am,  re8pe<:tfnlly,  your  obMlii-nt  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Commodore  OaABLEt  Wilkes. 
Hommaiidinij  ■lamen  liivrr  Flotilla. 

New  York,  Jnly  15, 1'^i 
Mt  1>kar  Sir  :  •     ■     •     Baltimore  la  snngiiine  of  seeing  Me.  bagg«d 

r  fitarvi'd  and  compelled  to  capitulate  before  tUe  1st  Augnst. 
When  Walker  was  in  Nicaragua  two  steamers  were  blowu  up  on  the 

■river  very  mysteriously  by  an  EtigliaUmnn  to  whom  President  Mora 
paid  $1U,00()  for  the  job.    He  was  miles  away  when  it  occurred.    It 
was  said  to  have  been  a  "chemical  mechanical  contrivance,"  by  which 
tliey  sucked  into  their  boilers  the  means  of  their  destrnction. 

The  same  party  has  ciH'ered  J.  Davis  to  destroy  all  tliu  Federal  gun- boats on  Jamea  Hiverfor  $1(10  a  ton,  no  cure  no  pay.  and  to  take  drafts 
on  Ixmdon,  where  the  Confederate  StateB  have  from  ten  to  twelve 
million  sterling  at  tlieir  credit.  Ho  lioa^ts  that  no  steamer  in  motion 
can  escape  ttiis  snicide.  It  ninst  be  used,  liowever,  iu  a  river,  and 
wonhl  be  impracticable  in  a  seaway. 

I  can  get  no  other  clue.  Perhaps  it  involves  some  philosophic  prio- 
ciple  known  to  Professor  King.  "There  is  no  torpedo,  no  electricity, 
but  the  steamer's  boiler  is  sure  to  explode."    •    •     • 

Yours,  very  faithfully,  S.  W, 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldjiborough,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Oommandir  (/liumn, 

U.  S.  Xavy,  regarding  pesacU  off"  Wilmington,  X.  V. 
V.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk,  Tn.,  ./idy  ̂ >,  '^OS. 

Sir:  Tonr  letter*  of  the  13th  instant,  enclosing  a  communicatioii 
from  Brigatlier-Ueneral  Parke,  has  been  received. 

Tbe  vessels  detailed  to  blockade  Wilmington  are  not  to  be  diverted 
ftora  their  purpose  for  any  other  object  whatever. 

I  particularly  desire  you  so  to  tuauage  affairs  as  never  to  allow  more 
than  one  vessel  ut  a  time  to  be  abseut  &oni  Wilmington  to  procure 
stores  and  coal. 

The  Dai/Ught  is  expected  to  return  to  Beaufort  at  tbe  earliest  raoroent 
practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GoLDsnoROUQH, 

Flag-OjfU-er,  etc. Commander  O.  8.  Glisson, 
U.  a.  m.  Movnt  Vernon,  off  Wilminglun,  X.  V. 

•  Seo  p.  ySi. 



MORTfi  AtLANl'iC   BLOCRADINQ   SQtJADRON.  683 

Letter  from  General  McClellanj  U.  8.  Army^  to  Commodore  Wilkes^  TJ.  S. 
Navyj  giving  information  of  a  second  Merrimack  under  construction  at 
Richmond, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  near  Harrison^  Landing^  July  J20,  ld(i2. 

Sfr  :  The  general  oonimandiiig  directs  me  to  inform  you  tiiat  he  learns 
from  many  of  our  returned  prisoners  that  the  rebels  are  certainly  con- 

structing a  second  MerrimoAik  at  Richmond.  It  is  thought  that  lier 
engines  are  not  yet  in  and  her  sides  not  yet  plated,  but  tlie  officers  dis- 

tinctly saw  the  vessel,  and  the  fact  that  she  is  being  built  admits  no 
doubt.  The  general  commanding  communicates  this  information  for 
such  consideration  as  you  may  think  the  subject  demands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral. 
Commodore  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla, 

Report  of  Fla^-Offlcer  Goldsboroughy  U,  8,  Navy^  of  the  execution  of  the 
Departments  orders  regarding  the  U,  8,  steamers  8onoma,  MarbUheadj 
and  Dacotah, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  T  a.,  July  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  8.  Sonoma 
arrived  here  yesterday  morning,  and  that  I  sent  her  up  James  Biver 

at  once.  The'orders  for  the  U.  8. 8.  Marblehead  reached  me  yesterdaj-, and  in  accordance  therewith  I  immediately  directed  her  to  proceed  to 
Port  Koyal  with  all  speed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  July  18,  relative  to  the  selection  of  a  boy  for  appointment  as  niid- 
shijnnan;  also,  that  of  the  19th,  relative  w  the  preparation  of  the 
proper  drawings  for  the  Department,  in  order  that  new  boilers  may  be 
constructed  for  any  steamers  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina  which 
may  need  them. 

1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  this  moment  received  the  dis- 
patch of  the  18th  instant,  directing  me  to  send  the  Dacotah  uj)  James 

Biver.    8he  will  leave  to-morrow  morning. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding  blockading 
squadrons,  regarding  the  aholishment  of  the  spirit  ration  in  the  U,  8, Navy. 

Navy  Department,  July  21, 1862, 

8iR:  Transmitted  herewith  are  175  copies  of  a  geu^t^X.  o^^^^  <^^  ̂ ^^ 

Department,  dated  the  17th  instaut,  ptomu\\||;\sA>\\\^  XXi^  x^ft«viX»  ̂ ^^J^  ̂ '^ 
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|ougroHB  nbitlisliinji:  tlie  spirit  ration  and  prohibiting  tlie  admiRSion 
t  distilled  Bpiritiioun  liquors  on  board  of  vessels  of  war  from  mid  aft«r 
e  Ist  day  of  September  next. 
Yon  will  lie  narefnl  to  have  several  copies  of  the  order  distributed  lo 
tflt  vesBel  in  your  squadron. 

\'t>ry  respectfnlly, GiDEiiN  Welles, 

I  tiommodore  Ohaklew  Wixkes, 
'.•ommanilijig  ./nmes  nirrr  Flvtilto,  Old  Point  Vnm/ort, 

I  Flag  Officer  J.  L.  Lardnee  (200  cojiios), 
Commanding,  etc.,  Key  West,  Fin. 

\  Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Fabraout  (500  ropiea), 
Citminanding,  etc.,  near  Vicksburg. 

Flag Otficer  C.  H.  Datis  (100  copies)j 
Commanding  Western  Fltitilla,  oft'  1  ivkshurg. 

Flag  Officer  9.  !•'.  Du  I'okt  (4(H)  copies), 
Commandinti,  etc..  Port  Itoyal,  \N.  0.]. 

Flag-Officer  C.  U.  Bell  ((Ul  copies), 
Comdg.  Pncijir  Siitiadron,  Mare  Island  Nnry  Ynnl.  Sa     " 

Flag-Offieer  L.  M.  (ioLOsiioRotiGH  (M)0  copies), 
Commanding,  etc.,  Kor/ollf,  Vn. 

IGknkral  Obdbb.]  Navv  Department,  Julg  17,  isi;s. 
The  attention  of  officers  and  others  in  the  inival  xervice  is  called  to 

l.tlie  following  section  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  14, 18(i^,  viz : 

Sec.  i.  Jird  (f  t(  JarHin-  enaeled.  That  from  nnd  after  this  firm  Hay  of  Septemliar, 
*■  'lUeii  Iiiindreil  and  eiiity-twii,  tlie  apiril  nitioii  in  llio  Nrf.v  of  tbe  Uiiit(>d  Stutoa 

II  forever  cesae,  and  thereafler  no  ilUtilled  spiriliiuus  Ikinors  ahaM  1>e  Hiliiiitt«d 
lioard  vnaaela  of  wnr,  uxcept  lut  niedicnl  aturoa,  udiI  upnu  the  order  and  niider  ttie 

mtrol  of  llio  lupclioal  offlcera  of  anoh  voaaols.  Rnd  di  lie  ii»eil  unly  for  ineilienl  pnr- 

~     .    From  iind  aftor  tbo  aaid  Unit  dny  of  September  uext,  tliero  sbsll  lie  allowed 
)aid  lo  oftcli  pcmon  in  the  Navy  now  pntitleil  tu  tlie  spirit  ration,  five  cente  per 
1  fommiitntion  anil  ]>«ii  th^eof,  which  sliali  Im  in  ndclition  to  their  pruent  pny, 

L6  proviaiona  of  this  section  will  be  rigidly  enforced  on  lioard  all 

els  of  the  United  States  Navy  from  and  after  the  let  day  of'Seii- 
t^inber,  1862,  and  all  olticern  and  iither  ptTSDns  in  tl»>  naval  service  are 
hereby  directed  to  make  due  reiM)rt  of  all  violations  thereof  coming  to 
their  knowledge. 

GiBKuN  Welles, 
Htvrctarjf  of  Navy. 

"dfTK  of  FUtg-Offictr  OolHnborougk,  If.  S.  Narg,  to  capttiiim  of  tvg- 
'oaUf  in  Fli^alieth  Kirrr,Hol  lo  alUnr  hoalH  to  juum  up  or  down  the  river ■t  night, 

V.  S.  FLAnanip  Minnesota, 

Norfolk,  lrt„  .}uly  L>l,  ISHS. 
Sre:  Ton  will,  when  on  ffnard  duty  at  niglit  in  the  river  below  the 

""  oavy  yard,  observe  the  following,  vIj;  : No  vessel  or  boat,  oscepli«K  those  belonging  to  the  Army  or  Navy, 
is  to  be  permitted  to  pass  cither  up  or  down  the  river,  and  alt  attempt' 
ing  to  do  so  must  be  taken  )K>ssessioii  of,  with  all  the  p^op^^^ty  and  per- 

sons on  lioard,  and  sent  alongside  the  Uagship  in  the  inorniug. 
A  brighl  loiikoiU  is  lo  lie  kept  for  wood  scows,  or  rafts,  which  may 

ptMitibly  be  mrangtul  for  inceiidinry  \mr\w**»',  W  «ws  atft  d\«iwveced, 
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they  roust  be  seized  and  safely  secured  at  the  navy  yard  for  examina- 
tion, and  all  i>ersons  found  on  board  must  be  sent  to  the  flagship. 

During  the  day  all  vessels  and  lx>ats  are  to  be  allowed  to  pass  down 
the  river,  but  none  up  without  a  pass,  signed  by  the  captain  of  the 
fleet,  Captain  Van  Brunt,  or  myself.  Any  vessels  or  boats  attempting 
to  do  so  must  be  seized  and  disposed  of  as  above  directed. 

A  daily  rei)ort  of  the  occurrences  of  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours 
must  be  made  to  the  captain  of  the  fleet  at  9  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Flag- Officer. 

Orders  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldshoroughy  XT.  8.  Navy^  to  captmns  of  tugboats ̂  
to  be  observed  wfien  on  guard  duty  off  the  mouth  of  Elizabeth  River^ 
Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.,July  21^  1862, 

Sir  :  Wlien  on  guard  duty  off  the  mouth  of  the  Western  Branch 
below  Fort  Norfolk,  you  will  observe  the  following  directions,  viz: 

During  the  daytime  all  vessels  and  boats  are  to  be  permitted  to  pass 
in  toward  Norfolk,  but  none  out,  except  those  in  the  employ  of  the 
Army  or  Navy,  without  a  written  permission  signed  by  the  captain  of 
the  fleet,  Captain  Van  Brunt,  or  myself. 

At  night  nothing  is  to  be  allowed  to  pass  either  way,  excepting  the 
Government  steamers,  and  any  attempting  to  do  so  must  be  seized  and 
sent,  with  all  the  property  and  persons  found  on  board,  to  the  flagship 
in  the  morning. 

A  bright  lookout  is  to  be  kept  on  all  wood  boats,  rafts,  etc..  and  none 
are  to  be  permitted  to  pass  either  way  until  they  have  been  tnoroughly 
examined,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  they  have  been  fltted  for  incendiary 
purposes;  if  any,  so  fitted,  are  discovered,  they  are  to  be  seized  and 
safely  secured,  and  all  persons  found  on  board  of  them  must  be  sent  to 
the  flagship. 

Signals  have  been  made  at  night  from  shore  to  shore  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pinner's  Point,  and  boats  have  held  communication  with  each 

other  immediately  afterwards.  It  is  necessary  to  keep  a  bright  lookout 
for  such  signals,  and  to  capture  the  persons  making  them  or  holding 
communication  as  above  stated,  if  possible. 

A  daily  report  of  the  occurrences  of  the  preceding  twenty- four  hours 
must  be  made  to  the  captain  of  the  fleet  at  9  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag  Officer. 

(These  two  orders  sent  \o  the  different  captains  of  tugboats.) 

Report  of  Commodore  Wilkes^  U.  *S'.  Navy^  regarding  affairs  in  the  James River, 

[U.  S.  S.l  Wachusett, 
Harrison^  Bar^  July  21^  1862. 

Dear  Sib:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  19t,\i,^\\c\o^\\\v:,  ow^x^'aSCxs^ARk 
the  ironclad  and  the  blowing  up  [of^  out  Ati^a\ii«t^m\>aA^x\N«t  ^sKt^v^R^ 
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1  iniicli  obliged  for  the  information.     There  is  no  iihilosophy  in  it, 
nt  it  will  serve  a  good  |mrpo«6  in  keeping  our  engineers  on  the  alert 

find  out  the  characters  of  those  that  are  under  ttiern. 

'.  have  no  apprehension  of  this  blowing  np  by  torpedoes,  or  other ieailes,  unless  applied  by  those  who  may  be  false  and  traiturous  to  our 
  inse  on  board.     Vigilance  will  only  keep  ua  safe  from  their  efforts, 
and  thU  will  be  used  and  be  ever  watchfnl. 

I  frankly  tell  you  that  the  Department,  in  ordering  vessels  away  fn>m 
the  dottlla,  throws  a  more  serious  bomb  or  torpedo  than  any  other  that 
I  nan  mention.  I  Lave  now  reference  to  the  order  of  the  Department 
to  send  the  Sebayo  to  Port  Koyal,  and  this  blows  up  a  part  of  my 
arrangements  for  protecting  the  army  and  the  safe  navigation  of  the 
river,  and  I  regret  it  exceedingly,  aa  the  service  of  this  class  of  gun- 

boats is  particiilitrly  required  here,  and  she  is  well  commanded.  Keports 
reach  ns  tliat  Commander  French  has  been  ordered  to  supersede  Lieu- 

tenant llenry.  If  it  iti  the  one  who  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
I  wdiild  prefer  not  having  him.  The  Sehojfo  i»  efficient  and  well  com- 
mandetl  now.  Her  engine  is  undergoing  Home  few  repairs  and  she  is 
coaling,  and  it  will  [bel  two  or  three  days  before  she  is  ready.  I  pray 
she  may  be  allowed  U>  remain  with  me. 

1  have  the  full  dimensions  of  the  ironclad  preparing  at  Eichmond. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  exaggeration  about  her.  When  I  get  prepared, 
I  will  give  you  the  particulars,  which  the  scout  canoes  will  furnish  me 
with. 

We  cleared  the  Powhatan  Hill  fort  of  a  large  wood  pile;  set  the  whole 
on  fire,  as  it  was  a  cover  to  the  enemy,  and  iirevcnted  ua  seeing  what 

he  was  abont  ft-om  the  vessel.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  of  the 
Mariitama,  performed  this  service. 

I  am  greatly  in  want  of  the  tug  the  Department  informed  me  they 
would  send  me.  She  is  greatly  needed  for  service  here  in  our  nightly 
expli>rationa. 

I  wrote  you  yesterday  afternoon  from  Fortress  Monroe.  I  returned 

here  at ''i  oVIoek  this  morning.  It  is  eesential  for  me  to  see  with  my 
own  eye.s  everything,  and  1  am  not  surprised  that  difficulties  took  place 
on  the  river.  The  robbing  and  plundering  is  now  brought  to  a  close. 
I  would  add  another  wor(l  about  some  secret  service  fund.  I  can  pro- 

cure information  by  this  means  which  will  be  reliable  and  aIl-import;uiC 
for  our  operations.  I  hope  to  l)egin  active  movements  in  a  few  days,  A8 
soon  as  the  Jiags  of  truce  cease  passing  for  the  return  of  prisoners  and 

,  wounded. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonrM,  etc., 

Ohaiii-bs  Wii.kks, 
Vommanding. 

UoTi.  (liriEON  Welles. 

jethr/nm  Major- Oeneial MiUlellan,  V. S.  Armi/, U>  Comniodore  Wilkea, 
V.  S.  jVary,  regarding  the  buoying  of  Ike  channel  of  n  jmrtion  ofJamea 

[  Jiiver. 
Heajx^uabtees  Abmy  of  the  Potomao, 

Camp  M-ar  Uiirrixon's  Landing,  Va.,  July  21,  If^SS. 
Sm :  Although  1  am  aware  your  attention  has  been  already  directed 

to  the  oct^iupation  of  Ooggins  Point,  L  beg  leave  to  enclose  n  uominuni 
cation  from  Krigadier-General  Woodbury,  commanding  engineer  bri- 
fni'i^  relative  to  the  importance  of  marking  nut  the  channel  fi-om  that 
poiat  toJonlan'it  Point.     I  coucnr  inbiav\u"N*ai\X\\\as.\\\iiea\,,w\d.»tao 
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consider  it  important  that  the  channel  between  Coggins  Point  and  the 
landing  at  Westover  should  be  marked  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Geo.  B.  McClbllan, 

Major-  Oeneral,  Commanding, 
Commodore  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

[EncloHure.] 

Harrison's  Landing,  Va.,  July  21, 1862, 
General  :  Preparatory  to  the  occupation  of  Coggins  Point,  I  sug- 

gest that  the  south  channel,  beginning  at  that  i)oint  and  ending  at 

Jordan's  point  above,  should  be  buoyed  or  staked  out  at  night  as  soon 
as  practicable.  An  inspection  of  the  chart  will  show  the  importance  of 
this  suggestion. 

Respectfully, 
D.  P.  Woodbury, 

Brigadier' General  Volunteers. 
General  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant' General  Army  [of  the]  Potomac. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  fo  Flag- Officer  Goldsborottghj  U.  8. 
Navyj  to  state  the  reason  of  the  restrictions  on  communication  with 
Bremen  vessels  arriving  off  Chesapeake  Bay, 

Navy  Department,  July  21  j  1862. 

Sir:  The  charge  d'affaires  of  Bremen  has  communicated  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  a  transcript  of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  consul  general 

of  liis  Government  at  Baltimore,  complaining  that  the  pilots  of  that 

port  refuse  to  take  out  instructions  to  vessels  arriving  off*  the  Chesa- peake Bay,  under  the  pretext  that  they  are  prevented  from  doing  so  by 
the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  naval  station  at  Hampton  Roads. 

The  Department  would  enquire  if  any  orders  have  been  given  by 
you,  or  at  present  exist,  to  prevent  the  pilots  from  carrying  out  instruc- 

tions to  vessels  arriving  oft*  the  Chesapeake?  If  so,  tliey  should  be rescinded,  unless  you  are  aware  of  reasons  unknown  to  the  Department 
why  they  should  not  be,  as  no  objection  is  perceived  to  granting  the 
privilege. 
Many  Bremen  vessels  are  directed  to  await  off  the  Cheapeake  instruc- 

tions as  to  their  port  of  entry  in  the  United  States,  and  no  difficulty 
should  be  interposed  to  prevent  their  reaching  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 
Commanding^  etc.,  Norfolk^  Va. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  S.  Navy^  responding  to  the  Depart- 
ment's emjuiry  regarding  restriction  of  communication  with  vessels 

arriving  off  Chesapeake  Bay. 
U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Norfolky  Fa.,  July  22, 1862. 

Sir  :  Many  of  the  Baltimore  pilots,  to  whom  your  cou\uv\v\\vj»fei^^  ^'^ 
yesterday  refers,  are,  or  were,  regarded  »»  ot  (Vo\^\>V.^\^^V^^^^^73^'^>2^^,*^ 
one  time  they  were  suspected  of  Cimvey\\\\s  \ft\X«t^  \ft  N«e»>v\^  ̂ \r^R»st\s^% 



oft'  Cape  Henry,  whicli  really  led  some  of  tlii'm  to  very  improper  acta 
with  regard  to  the  blockade.  In  coDHeitiience  of  this  state  of  things 
my  predecessor  ordered  these  pilots  not  to  convey  to  delivery,  either 
U>  or  from  vessels  appearing  off  Cape  Henry,  any  letters  whatever 
withont  Ilrst  bringing  tliem  to  liim  for  inspection.  Tliey  coald  receive 
from  either  tlie  merchants  of  Italtlmore  or  vessels  in  the  ofSug  any 
letters  tliey  pleased,  and  the  only  restraint  whs  an  to  their  delivery 
unless  in8pect«d.  This  rule  has  obtained  ever  since  1  took  couimaud 

of  this  squadron,  and  under  it  the  merchants  of  llaltimoi-e  have  fre- 
quently sent  to  me,  idways  unsealed,  their  letters  of  instructions  to 

vessels  they  expected  to  arrive  off  the  Chesai>eake,  and  I,  on  finding 
tlioin  to  contain  nothing  improper,  have  invariably  caused  them  to  be 
promptly  given  to  the  pilot  lx>at«  for  delivery. 

It  is  well,  I  think,  in  times  like  these,  and  with  regard  t4)  a  place  like 
Baltimore,  where  mauy  of  its  prominent  merchants,  both  natives  and 
foreigners,  are  known  to  entertain  a  deadly  hostility  to  oar  Uoveru- 
ment,  to  hold  a  check  over  comuianieutious  like  those  in  view,  even  if 
it  should  occasion  some  inconvenience  or  some  small  trouble  to  parties 
concerned ;  but  if.  after  the  receipt  of  tbiK  explanation,  the  Department 
should  diff<-r  with  me  in  opinion  and  still  wish  the  rule  rescinded,  I  will, 
on  being  so  informed,  give  directions  accordingly  without  a  moment's 
dt'hiy.  ( )n  the  other  hand,  if  it  should  not  wish  it  to  be  rescinded,  then 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Bremeners  at  Baltimore  be  told 
that,  by  sending  their  letters  of  inslructions  unseiiled  to  tlie  com- 

mander of  the  U.  S.  S[hip|  Itrmtdyrrine  at  Fort  Monroe,  he,  on  finding 
them  to  contain  nothing  <letrimental  to  the  interestof  the  Government, 
will  liavn  them  jmt  on  board  the  pilot  boats  for  delivery  without  delay, 
one  of  which  boats,  as  a  general  thing,  is  at  Old  Poiut  at  least  as  ofteu 
perhaps  as  every  other  day. 

1  am,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
L.   M.   GOLDHBOBOUHH, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdif,  Xnrth  Atlantic  Bloakadiny  Squadron. 
Hon.  OiDEow  Wkllbs, 

Secretary  of  ike  S^avi/,  Washington,  IK  C 
IEiii1arMiD«nl.1 

This  restriction  imposed  upon  the  pilots  can  be  removed,  snbject  to 
renewal,  however,  if  abuse  shall  be  found  to  exist. 

1W.| 

L 

lifjmrl  iif  Vomtiianilcr  niinunn,  U,  S.  A'ary,  iiieing  iit/urmafion  derived 
t'rtim   (■••nlrafunidi    rvtiiiriling    Fort   Caswell   and    file  steamer  Miidem 
'drrt-rr, 

U.  S.  S.  MotruT  Vernon, 
Off  WitmingtoH,  N.  V.,  July  33,  1862. 

SiB;  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  two  coutrabands  came  on  board 

this  morning  tit  '.i  ;i.  m.  Peter  Smith,  belouging  to  Henry  Iieonard,  of 
Bmitliville,  N.  <'.,  who  is  a  major  in  the  Confederate  Army ;  also  Jaiik 
Kutledge,  who  belongs  tji  Suiithville,  N.  C.  and  is  owned  by  Philip 

Prelor,  who  is  clerk  ol'  the  county  court  of  that  plare,  a  secessionisi. These  contrabands  have  been  shipped  and  placed  on  board  the  U.  8.  8. 
VictoHii.  she  Ijeing  short  of  hands.  Those  contrabands  gave  me  the 
following  i/t/orwation  :  On  the  26th  of  .Inne,  while  Fort  Caswell  was 
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firing  on  our  boats  and  vessels,  one  of  the  rifled  cannon  on  Fort  Cas- 
well, a  32-pounder,  burst,  killing  four  men.  They  say  there  is  no  doubt 

about  this  statement,  as  they  saw  the  dead  bodies,  which  were  dread- 
fully mangled.  This  accident  occurred  on  the  day  the  schooner  Emily 

attempted  to  run  the  blockade  and  was  burned  by  us  on  the  bar. 
They  inform  me  that  there  are  about  2,000  men  on  the  forts.  They  also 
state  that  the  steamer  Modern  Greece^  that  was  sunk  off  Xew  Inlet  by 
the  IT.  S.  steamers  Cambridge  and  Stars  and  Stripeo,  was  principally 
loaded  with  gunpowder,  all  of  which  was  destroyed  when  she  went 
down.  She  had  on  board  several  rifled  cannon,  which  will  also  be  lost. 
They  report  that  some  clothing  and  liquors  were  saved  from  the 

steamer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Senior  Officer, 

FlagOfticer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockadiny  Squadron,  Xorfolkj  Va, 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Commander  Totten, 
U,  S.  Navy,  to  inspect  unsealed  letters  oj  instructions  for  masters  of 
vessels  arriving  at  Cape  Henry,  Va, 

V.  S.  FLAasHip  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  July  22, 1862. 

Sir  :  Merchants  of  Baltimore,  both  natives  and  foreigners,  may  per- 
haps send  to  you  unsealed  letters  of  instructions  for  the  masters  of 

vessels  they  exjiect  to  arrive  off  Cape  Henry.  Should  this  be  the  case, 
I  desire  that  you  will  inspect  them  carefully,  and  then  have  them  put 
on  board  of  the  first  cape  pilot  boat  that  may  appear  at  hand  for  de- 

livery, provided  the  letters  are  found  to  contain  nothing  detrimental  to 
the  interest  of  our  Government.  Otherwise  you  will  submit  them  to 
me.  As  a  very  general  thing,  it  is  not  likely  that  such  letters  will  be 
found  at  all  exceptionable,  but  still  it  is  proper  to  hold  a  check  upon 
all  communications  of  the  sort  so  long  as  we  are  at  war. 

I  am,  very  resx)ectful]y,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GoLDSBOROuau, 

Flag0ffi4^. 
Commander  B.  J.  Tottbn, 

U.  S.  8[hip]  Brandywine,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Jjetterfrom  Mr,  O,  B,  Davids  to  Commodore  Wilke4<,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving 
information  and  rotigh  sketches  of  Confederate  ironclad  battery  build- 

ing at  Richmond,  Va. 

Navy  Shops,  Fortress  Monroe,  July  22, 1862. 
Sir  :  Please  find  such  information  and  rough  sketches  describing  the 

rebel  ironclad  battery  and  ram  lately  tow^  from  Norfolk,  and  now 
about  completed  at  Kichmond,  Va.,  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect  from 
persons  visiting  Old  Point  at  my  Invitation. 

Most  of  the  information  here  given  is  from  a  mechanic  latc^ly  em- 
ployed on  this  steamer  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard.  This  same  man  waa 

a  long  time  in  my  employ,  and  is  an  honest  Uuiou  oit  \Q>j>dX.\£kN^\^« 
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Dimetitjioiis  of  Imll  of  rebel  steam  biitUiry  uuU  ram  now  abnul 
pleted  at  Richmond,  Va.,  viz, : 

lienKtli  nf  kfel,  100  feet;  breadth  of  btsam,  out  to  out,  41  feetj  depth  ' 
of  hold,  11  feet;  draft  of  watei-,  llii  feet.     (This  vessel  was  originally 
designed  to  draw  10  feet  of  water,  and  to  bo  used  as  a  guoboat,  but 
the  Huccess  of  tlie  Mi-irimiu-k  induitsl  them  to  chauge  her  into  a  bat- 
t4>ry  and  ram,  coiiBe(|ueiitly  her  draft,  of  water  was  increased.) 

At  present  I  can  say  nothing  about  the  time  at  which  she  will  be 
completed. 

Sketch.— Midshi]!  section. 

Thidkiiesfnfroof-  \ 
iug,  2:j  iuuheu.    ;i tl 

\ Timber,  12  inches. ' he».  !  I'laiilc,      ;i  inches. 
(  I'lunk,      3  inches.  ̂   22  tnchei 

l,e«.       J  I''™'         -  *'"^'"'* 
t  Iran,         2  inches. 

Sketch. — Side  elevation, 

Deck,  forward  and  aft,  IS  inches  under  water.    Armament,  four  1^*^ 
inch  diameter  riHed  guna,  v'v/,:  One  tbrward,  one  aft,  and  one  on  each 
side-,  cast  and  borexl  at  Uichmond;  name  &»  used  on  the  Merrimack. 

A  vessel  coming  in  contact  with  the  sl«ru  of  tbis  sttiauer  must  li^ure 
her  propeller  and  rudder. 

\'ery  reepectl\illy,  your  obedient  servant, G.  B.  Davids, 

Matter  MackinUt  to  Hguadron. 

Flftg-Offlcer  Chabi.es  Wilkes.  U.  8.  Navy, 
Vommandinff  Jamen  Hiver  Fhtiita,  James  Hivcr. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Wilkes^  JJ.  S  Navy^  of  defects  in  double-endersj  and 
reqif^ting  carpenters  to  be  sent  to  repair  them, 

[U.  8.  8.]  Wachusett,  July  J?2,  1862. 
Dear  8ir:  The  new  gunboats — double-enders,  as  the  sailors  call 

them — are  all  defective  in  their  radders  and  steering  gear.  I  And  tliere 
is  no  carpenter  in  the  flotilla,  or  carpenter's  mate,  capable  of  directing 
the  necessary  alterations.  I  therefore  request  that  one  or  two  carpen- 

ters might  bis  attached  to  the  flotilla  to  direct  and  oversee  these  indis- 
pensable changes  in  the  outfit  of  these  gunboats.  I  want  a  most  active 

man,  whom  I  can  direct  to  superintend.  As  the  vessels  are  now  sepa- 
rated along  the  river  nearly  50  miles,  it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  on 

these  repairs  as  speedily  as  I  wish  to  meet  the  service  I  am  upon.  In 
a  few  days  the  space  will  be  increased  some  10  miles.  This  renders  the 
tug  you  informed  me  would  be  sent  absolutely  essential.  I  am  looking 
daily  for  the  scout  canoes.  I  have  a  fall  knowledge  of  the  young 
Merrimack;  she  will  draw  12  feet  of  water  instead  of  6.J  or  7,  as 
rei)orted.  They  have  also  the  Yorktown  and  four  small  tugs.  1  trust 
we  shall  take  care  of  them.  I  have  now  the  channels  of  the  whole 
river  staked  out  wherever  a  stake  can  be  driven.  One  side  is  generally 
a  hard  sand,  the  other  mud;  for  the  former  spar  buoys  are  necessary. 
They  will  be  ready  by  Thursday,  and  all  the  channels  where  they  are 
placed  will  be  made  clear  to  the  transports.  I  have  instituted  great 
activity  in  the  flotilla.  The  enemy  gave  us  credit  for  one  hundred,  to 
which  I  have  no  objection.  I  wrote  in  my  note  of  yesterday  to  the 
honorable  8ecretary  to  have  the  Seba^o  retained  (she  is  under  neces- 

sary repairs),  and  1  hope  to  have  a  favorable  answer  by  telegraph. 
The  Jacob  Bell  is  very  slow,  and  I  find  it  impossible  to  use  her  as  a 

convoy.    Although  formerly  a  fast  boat,  since  she  has  ha<l  her  new 
boiler  in  she  makes  scarcely  5  knots.    I  have  no  time  to  add  more. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla, 
Gits.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Commodore  Wilkes^  1\  S,  Nary, 
regarding  the  sick  and  teounded  of  the  James  River  Flotilla, 

Navy  Department,  July  2H^  1862, 
8iR:  The  Department  directs  that  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the 

flotilla,  for  whom  no  proper  accommodations  can  be  provided  on  ship- 
board, will  be  sent  to  Norfolk  for  admission  to  the  temporary  ho8pit>al 

near  Fort  Norfolk,  or  in  the  naval  hospital  at  Portsmouth,  Va.,  as  soon 
as  naval  patient>s  can  be  admitted  tliere. 

Steamers  plying  on  the  river  may  be  use^l  for  this  purpose  till  the 
Department  has  completed  its  arrangements  for  regular  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Captain  Charles  Wilkes, 
Commanding  James  River  Flotilla, 
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\  (trder  ofthr  Seiveiary  of  the-Navy  to  fiaij-offirerK  commandinff  blorltadinff 
gquiiiirom,  regarding  the  admission  of  rolunlrcr  line  offivcrx  into  the 

A'ary  for  temporary  m-rvice. 
Navy  Department,  -luhj  i^i,  1863. 

StR;  BdcIosimI  nie  tliu  rcgvilaliuns  piiblMied  by  the  Departmeiit  for 

'  tlie  ailmissioQ  ut'  tbe  voluiiK-er  liiR-  (iflireiH  intotlie^avyoii  temporary 
I  Bervici'.     In  uppoiutiiig  actitit;  mH»tcr'»  mates,  eiibJL'ct  to  the  apiiroval 

of  the  Department,  yon  will  be  (ctii^ed  by  the  re^fulatiou  applicable  to 
those  ofUeers. 

As  va<^aneits  in  the  complement  of  lioutenauts  ocuur  in  vessels  of 

I  your  squadron  you  will  appoint  the  most  worthy  aetiug  master's  mates 
OH  acting  ensigns,  subjeet  to  the  approval  of  the  Department.    Acting 
masters  and  acting  lieutenaula  will  only  be  api*oiuted  directly  by  the 

I  Department,  according  to  the  within  regulations. 
A  vessel  of  the  Jiavy  whose  complement  of  lieutenants  is  six,  so  far 

ts  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  permit,  will  have  one  lienteuaut- 
oommander  as  executive,  one  lieutenant,  wlio  will  perform  the  duties 

I  lieret«fore  aMsignedto  masters,  to  be  styled  navigator,  and  two  niaS' 
'  tei's  and  two  ensigns  as  watcli  oftieern. 

Transmitted  herewith  are  a  number  of  copies  of  the  laws  passed  at 

the  recent  session  of  t'ongresB  relnling  t.ii  thi^  Navy,     You  will  have 
five  or  six  copies  famished  to  each  vessel  in  your  ei]uadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Wellks. 

Commodore  Chakles  Wilkes,  et«. 
Flag-Ofllcer  L.  M.  GoLosnouordu,  etc. 
Flag-Ofticer  D.  G.  Fabbacu  T,  etc. 
Flftg-Otlieer  8.  F.  Df  I'oNT.  etc. 
Flag-Oflicer  Chak.  U.  Bell,  etc. 

Ufjuliiliiinr  fur  Ihi-  ailmii'tion  uf  rolnnteer  line  offceri  in  Ihf  I  itilnl  Ulaltn  ̂  

Acting  lienlenants  must  have  served  at  least  si\  mouths  in  the 
United  States  Navy  as  acting  master  or  acting  ensign,  and  been  men- 

tioned in  olliclal  dispatches  for  highly  meritorious  muduct  in  hattle. 
Acting  masters  must  have  served  at  least  three  months  as  acting 

ensign  or  acting  master's  mate,  and  been  favorably  recommended  by 
their  innnediate  commanding  oflicer,  which  recommendation  must  be 
approved  by  the  Hag  ofUcer  of  the  sctua^lnm  in  which  they  are  serving. 
ActingenaignHmustbobetween  the  ages  of  twenty-five  and  thirty-flve, 

and  have  seen  at  least  twelve  years'  sea  service  before  the  mast,  or  as au  oflicer.  Those  who  have  served  aH  chief  m&t«s  of  merchant  veuselH 
are  invited  to  aj)ply  for  the  ])ositioii  of  ensign. 

Acting  nnister's  mates  should  be  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and 
thirty  and  have  been  at  sea  before  the  mast  or  as  an  oflicer  live  yeara. 

Before  entering  the  Navy,  acting  ensigns  and  acting  umster's  mates 
will  be  required  to  tVirnish  to  the  Dejiartment  proof  of  their  age,  sea 
service,  Kolniety.  and  professional  knowledge.  Letters  of  recorameuda- 
tiou  should  come  from  captains  wilh  whom  they  have  sailed,  owners  for 
whom  they  have  sailed,  and  iusurauce  otlicers  acquainted  with  tlieir 
professional  character  and  sobriety. 

The  pay  of  volunteer  officers  of  the  line  at  sea  since  July  Iti,  1862,  is 
as  follows: 

Acting  liuiitonuiC   $1. 975  p«r  year  nnil  uno  rnlion. 
Ar'tin^' iniMtrra       1,600  ju'r  jeur  nuil  one  rntioD. 
Acting  eiii-igoi       1,300  jior  your  and  utiornUun. 
Afiiag  waiiivr'v  unite*         WlJvwS*'"*^^*'^''™^'"*''. 
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Statement  oftlie  vessels  attached  to  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad- 
rony  together  mth  their  present  disposition  and  th^  names  of  their  com- 

manding officers^  July  24y  1862, 

Vessel. 

Minnesota,  flasship  — 
State  of  GeorgiA  a   
Ben  Morgan,  storeship. 
Zooaye  b   
Young  America  fr   
Cobasset  6   
Reocue  h   
Dacotah   

WachuMtt   
Galena   
Cimarron   
G^nenee   
Maratanta   
Tioga   
Sonoma   
Mahaska   
Monitor   
Delaware   
Aroostook   
Yankee   
Sebago   
Port  Royal   
Jacob  Bell   
Commodore  Barney   
Southfleld   
Morse   
Currituck   
Satellite   
Cceurde  Lion   
Stepping  Stones   
Dragi  'n.tiig   
fA.C.]  Powell, tug   
Mount  Washington,  stoanier 
Chocura   
Brandy  wine,  stores  hip   
William  Badger,  storeship  c. , 
Roman,  storeship   
Charles  Phelps,  storeship   
Underwriter  d   
Valley  City  e   

Daylight. 
Hetsel... 

Commodore  Perry. 
ElUs   
Louisiana   
Hunchback   
Ceres    
Shawsheen   
Lock  wood   
Seymour   
Putnam   
Whitehead   
Brinker   
Granite 

Commanding  Officer. 

Phikdelphia/ . 
Mount  Vernon. 

Cambridge   , 
Penobscot   
Chippewa   
Mystic   , Victoria   
Monticello   , 
Stars  and  Stripes  g . 
Octorara   
Daylight   

Captain  (>.  J.  Van  Brunt   
Commander  J.  F.  Armstrong   
Acting  Master  William  Sbankland   
Ptiot  J.  A.  Phillips   
Second  Assistant  Bugineer  J.  Hamilton. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  Burk   
Acting  Master's  Mate  C.  A.  Blanchard . . 
Commander  J.  P.  McKinatry   

Commander  T.  At  Jenkihs   
Commander  John  Rodgers   
Commander  Maxwell  Woodhull   
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb   
Commander  T.  H.  Slerens   
Commander  O.  W.  Rodgers   
Commander  R.H.  Wyman   
Commander  K.  B.  Harrison   
Lieutenant>Commander  W.  K.  Jeffers. . . 
Lieut  Commander  8.  P.  Quackenbush. . . 
Lieutenant-Commander  8.  R.  Franklin . . 
Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  Gibson  . . . 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry  ... 
Lieutenlan^Coramander  Geo.  U.  Morris  . 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  P.  McCrea. . . 
Lieutenant  J.  C  Chaplin   
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  C.  F.  W.  Behm . 
Acting  Master  P.  Hays   
Acting  Master  W.  F.  Sbankland   
Acting  Master  Foster   
Acting  Master  Hamilton   
Acting  Master  Fran  k   
Acting  Master  W.  Watson   
Acting  Master  Foster   
Acting  Master  Charles  Germain   
Commander  T.  H.  Patterson   
Commander  B.  J.  Totten   
Acting  Master  H.  P.  Carr   
Acting  Master  F.  P.  Allen   
Acting  Master  Wm.  F.  North   
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  Hopkins   
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant-Commander H.  K.  Fumiss. 
Commander  S.  Lock  wood   
Commander  H.  K.  Davenport  (senior  otti cer). 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  W.  FInsser . 
Lieutenant  C.  L.  Franklin   
Acting  Lieutenant  R.  T.  Renshaw   
Acting  Lieutenant  E.  R.  Colhoun   
Acting  Master  J.  MacDiarmid   
Acting  Master  T.J.  Woodward   
Acting  Master  G.  W.  Grares   
Acting  Master  F.  S.  Wolls   
Acting  Master  W.  J.  Hotrhkiss   
Acting  Master  C.  A .  French   
Acting  Master  J.  E.  G  iddlngs   
Acting  Master  B.  Boomer   
Acting  Master  S.  Reynolds   
Commander  O.  S.  Glissou   ,   

Commander  W.A.Parker   
Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz   
Commander  A.  Bryson   
Lieutenant-Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold 
Lieutenant-Commander  G.  A.  Stevens  . . 
Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Hrnine   
Lieutenant  R.  S.  Mt^Cook   
Lieutenant-Commander  G^rge  Hrown  . 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  C.  West   

Station. 

Norfolk,  Va. 
Do. 

Do. Do. 
Do. Do. 

Do. James  River,  forming  au  in- 
dependent diviHion  of  the 

North   Atlantic    Blot^lcad- 

ing  Squadron. Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. Do. 
Do. 

Do. Do. Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. Do. 

Do. Do. Do. 
I>o. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. Yorii  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. Baltimoro,  Md.  (repairing). 
Do. 

New  York  (repairiug). 
Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. Do. Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. Do. Do. 
Do. Off  Wilmington.  N.  C.  (ol>. 

taining  coal  and  storeM  nt 
Iteaufort,  N.  C). 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

a  About  to  proceed  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
b  Armed  tugs  engaged  in  guara  duty,  etc. 
0  About  to  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  in  tow  of  8UU0  qf  Otargia. 
d  Under  oraers  for  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
a  Reported  ready  to  leave  for  sounds  aliout  August  20. 

/  To  be  onlered  to  proceed  to  Baltimoro  for  repairs  M-bon  Undertorittr  returns  !«  \.Vv«k  *»v>xv\^*^. g  Ordere<l  to  Norfolk. 
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[Telegrmm.] 

July  24, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  amount  required  for  the  purpose  indicated  in  my  note*  will 
not  exceed  $1,000,  and  this  will  be  used  very  economically,  and  not  at 
all  if  it  can  be  avoided.  Please  send  me  a  message  about  the  Sehago. 
I  hope  to  retain  her;  her  repairs  are  completed.  The  100  men  are  very 
much  wanted,  and  the  tugboat 

Gharles  Wilkes. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navt. 

[Telegrmm.] 

Navy  Department,  July  24^  1862. 
You  can  use  $1,000.  A  tug  is  being  prepared.  Fifty  men  will  be 

sent  from  New  York.  The  Sebago  must  go  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Henry.  The  scout  boats  leave  New  York  in  the  Magnolia. 
Send  the  Maratanza  to  Baltimore. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Chas.  Wilkes, 
Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  additions  to  the  James  River  Flotilla, 

Navy  Department,  July  25, 1862. 
Sir:  Commander  D.  D.  Porter,  with  the  Oc^orara and  twelve  mortar 

vessels,  has  been  ordered  to  Hampton  Koads  to  join  the  James  Biver 
Flotilla. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-OflScer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads. 

Order  of  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Foster,  U,  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U,  8.  8.  Satellite,  regarding  the  station  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Harrison^ s  Bar,  James  River,  July  26, 1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  the  river  with  the  vessel  under  your 

command  and  anchor  near  the  Yankee,  which  occupies  the  position 
near  Claremout,  or  Sandy  Point  plantation,  where  you  will  remain  until 
further  ordei  s. 

Respectfully,  etc., 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla, 
Acting  Master  A.  P.  Foster, 

Commanding  Steamer  Satellite,  James  River  Flotilla. 
•Seep.  586. 
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[Telegram.] 

Suffolk,  July  26, 1862. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  the  rebeln  uiany  miles  above  this  place  are 

erecting  batteries  on  the  south  bank  of  the  James  River,  under  cover 
of  woods  and  bushes,  and  when  completed  they  will  unmask  and  open 
on  your  supply  steamers. 

[J.  K.  F.J  Mansfield, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Major-(jeneral  McOlellan. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldshorough,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  of  I\  S.  S. 
Ma^Hsachusetts,  at  Norfolk,  Va, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  July  27,  1862, 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  IT.  S.  S. 
MasHa4^husettH,  wtTiweA  here  yesterday  afternoon  and  will  leave  today 
for  New  York,  having  received  on  board  thirty-one  of  the  sick  of  this 
squadron. 
The  information  irom  the  consuls  at  Liverpool  and  Bermuda,  for- 

warded under  date  of  the  24th  instant,  has  been  received  and  printed 
for  distribution.  The  dispatch  of  the  25th  instant,  informing  me  that 
Commander  Porter,  with  the  Octorara  and  twelve  mortar  vessels,  has 
been  ordered  to  join  the  flotilla  in  James  Kiver,  has  also  been  received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag- Officer  J  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  ISquadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Goldshorough,  If,  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Wilkes, 

U.  h.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  on  the  James  h'iver. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  July  27,  1862. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  two  days  ago  urging  that  a  lookout  be 
kept  off  the  mouth  of  the  Nansemond  to  prevent  intercourse  between 
Richmond  and  this  place.  The  Chuckatuck  Creek,  which  I  mentioned 
in  my  letter,  joins  the  Nansemond  at  its  mouth,  and  has  a  channel  of  5 
feet  leading  into  it.  Up  this  small  craft  go  to  deliver  and  receive 
persons  and  letters,  and  also  to  smuggle  salt,  shoes,  etc. 

Since  then  I  have  ascertained  that  Pagan  Iliver  or  Creek  is  used  in  a 
similar  way.  Themoutliof  it  lies  7  miles  above  that  of  the  Nansemond, 
on  the  same  side  of  the  James  Kiver,  and  it  has  a  channel  of  8  feet  to 
Smith  field,  the  principal  town  of  Isle  of  Wight  County. 
One  small  vessel,  I  think,  properly  stationed  and  managed,  for 

instance,  the  Currituck,  commanded  by  Shankland,  would  be  suflicient 
to  guard  both  the  Nansemond  and  Pagan  rivers. 

In  Norfolk  they  say  that  the  tug  Jhragon  has  been  destroyed.    TVsai^ 

the  rebels  made  a  dash  at  her,  and  that  she  hadt«  Vy6\yax\i^^  VQ>\«t«^vs>x\» 
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her  from  falling  into  tlittir  hands.  I  of  course  received  thisititeUi^euce 
cum  grano  salU^  and  earneBtly  hope  it  is  not  true.  Let  me  knovr,  if  you 
please,  if  there  ia  the  slishtest  ground  for  the  report,  in  order  that  1 
may  nt  once  contradiet  it  if  false. 

J  have  given  orders  to  Davids,  the  master  machinifitatFort  Monroe, 
torejiair  the  rudder  of  the  Kinn  Philip  forthwith,  so  that  yoti  cau 
avuil  of  her  to  convey  fresh  gmb  to  your  men.  I  regard  it  as  a 
malt«r  of  great  importance  to  their  health  that  they  should  receive 
frequently  a  supply  of  the  sorl.  ICvery  soul  should  he  i>rohibited  from 
drinking  river  water.  At  one  time,  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina, 
the  men  indulged  in  drinking  it,  aud  as  a  L-onseiiuenC'e  many  soon  became 
sick — very  ill. 

On  compeUing  all  to  drink  none  but  distilled  water,  health  was 
si)eedily  restored.  This  is  experience,  and  you  can  receive  it  on  your 
own  terms. 

We  have  no  navy  news  from  Washington.  I  can  well  imagine,  after 
reading  over  the  late  laws  enacted,  that  there  must  be  a  great  muss  of 
diflii'ulties  to  encounter  at  the  department.  For  my  own  part,  I  keep 
low,  and  say  nothing.  But  before  long  I  mean  to  say  a  great  many 
things,  and  that,  too,  in  n  very  candid  way.  A'oim  ttrron*. 

Very  truly  and  faithfully,  yours, 
L.  M.  Gm.DSBOROUGH, 

[Flag-OSUier.\ 
Captain  O.  Wilkes, 

Commanding  Flotillii,  Jamen  Hirer. 

tOrrfer  af  Commodnre  Wilkes,  U.  H.  Xavy,  to  Acting  Mtutcr  Ckane,  U.  H. 

A'ttry,  annmiinding  U.  S.  iV.  Dragon,  to  proceed  to  Old  I'ninl,  Va.,  with 
that  reascl/or  repairs  to  her  b^ilera. 

tJ.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Harrison's  Bar,  Jitmea  Hirer,  Jjily  :i7^  1863. 
Sib  :  Ton  will  proceed  to  Old  Point  with  tlie  Dragon  as  early  to-mor- 

["row  morning  as  you  c^n  get  off,  and  deliver  the  enclosed  letter  to  Mr. 111.  11.]  Davids,  wLo  is  requested  to  put  the  necessary  repairs  on  your 
loilers. 
Take  the  schooner  Sarah  Cultcn  in  tow,  tow  her  to  Newport  News, 

^nd  proceed  to  the  point.     Kettun  to  this  place  as  soon  as  |>ossible  and 
m>ort  to  me. 
'  ReB]>eotfully,  etc., ClIARLBS  WlLKBS, 

Cimmtiniling  Jamrs  Hirer  Flotilla. 

'  Acting  Master  Luke  B.  Chase, 
Vommamling  Tug  Dragon,  James  Rircr  Flotilto, 

fietter  from  Major-Oeneral  MeClellan,  U,  S.  Armp,  to  Oommodore  Wilkes, 
I'.  S.  yavy,  giving  information  of  a  schooner  burned  in  the  river  liy 
Confederate!!. 

Hdqks.  Aemt  of  the  Potomac,  Jut]/  37, 1863. 
OOBOIODORB:  1  am  direoled  by  the  commaixliug  general  to  say  that 

E*  ba»  reliable  ioformaliou  that  the  schooner  burned  in  the  river  a  few 
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nights  ago  was  burned  by  the  rebels,  that  the  captain  was  made  a 
prisoner,  and  that  various  articles  of  naval  stores  were  taken  from  her. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 
Commodore  Ghables  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Report  of  Commodore  WilJceSy  U.  8,  Navy,  of  the  capture  of  two  vessels 
up  Chippoak  Creekj  Virginia. 

U.  S.  S.  Waohusbtt, 
Harrisonh  Bar^  James  River j  July  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Information  having  reached  [me]  that  there  were  two  vessels 
belonging  to  parties  affiliating  with  the  enemy  at  anchor  up  the  Chip- 

poak Creek,  near  Claremont,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Commanding  William 
Gibson,  commanding  the  Yankee,  to  capture  the  vessels  and  secure  them 
under  his  guns.  I  have  to  report  that  the  expedition  was  entirely  suc- 

cessful. Last  night  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gibson^  commanding  the 
Yankee,  Acting  Master  Amos  P.  Foster,  commanding  the  Satellite, 
Acting  Master  Ely  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Longshaw,  of  the  Yankee^ 
with  a  boat  from  each  vessel  and  a  boat  iK^rrowed  from  the  brig  Naumeog, 
in  which  a  howitzer  was  mounted,  went  up  the  Chippoak  Creek  about 
5  milesj  to  the  head  of  navigation,  where  they  discovered  and  took 
possession  of  the  schooner  J.  W.  Sturges,  owned  by  a  person  by  the 

name' of  William  Allen,  of  Claremont,  and  a  schooner-rigged  lighter, loaded  with  wood,  master  and  owner  George  Myers,  and  brought  them 
out  of  the  creek  by  6  o'clock  this  morning,  without  molestation.  Lieu- 

tenant Commanding  Gibson  reports  having  seen  at  the  place  where  the 
above-mentioned  vessels  were  found  two  other  schooners  and  a  steamer, 
all  scuttled.  The  schooners  were  entirely  sunk;  the  steamer  had  no 
machinery  in  her.  Her  hull  might  have  been  burned,  but,  from  pruden- 

tial motives,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gibson  did  not  do  so,  being  in 
possession  of  credible  information  that  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry  were 
at  Cabin  Point,  only  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant.  The  captain  of 
the  wooded  lighter,  who  I  have  on  board,  piloted  the  two  vessels  out 
of  the  creek  in  a  handsome  manner. 

The  two  vessels  are  now  anchored  near  me,  and  I  have  to  ask  what 
disposition  I  shall  make  of  them  and  any  others  that  I  may  capture, 
which  I  have  reason  to  believe  will  not  be  a  few. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Endonemeut.] 

Prizes  are  to  be  sent  to  the  courts  for  adjudication  in  all  cases  when 
practicable  and  the  public  interest  will  permit.  Send  to  Washington, 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  etc. 



Lctter/riim  Commoiiorc  WllkfM,  If.  8.  Nai'y,  to  fAcutenont  Qihnon,  V.  8. 
Nnvy,  teniU'ring  thanks  to  offleern  and  men  of  U.  S,  ateami<r$  SatclUtS 

L  and  Yankee  f»r  capture  of  two  nchoonerK.  ^" 
IT.  S.  S.  WinnusHTT, 

ITarrinon'a  Bar,  Jameit  liiver,  July  39,  IStiS, 
SiB:  !  desire  to  tiiauk  yon  and  tbe  officers  and  men  of  tbe  Yankee 

and  Satellite,  nnder  youv  direction,  in  taking  the  two  schooners,  and 
lieg  that  you  will  ex|>reaH  to  them  my  tliauks  for  tlie  nervioes  jierforme*! 
on  tliat  ocuiisioii.     I  have  rei>orted  yonr  coiiduvt  bi  the  Navy  De^ta 
ment.     You  will  show  thia  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Very  resiHstt fully,  etc., 

I    GHA.BLES    WlLKBa, 

^^^^1  Commanding  James  River  FloitU 

^^^^M   Lieuteuaiit  Oommiuidinf;  W.  Gibson, 
^^^^P  Vutnmanding  Utramer  Yankee,  Jamm  Uiver  Flotilla., 

etterfrom  Commodore  "Wilkegtr,  H.  Ifapy,  to  the  Atmistant  Secretarj the  Xacy,  regarding  affairs  in  the  James  Kirer  Flotilla, 

v.  S.  S.  WACHtiSETT,  _ 

Uarrison's  Bar,  James  Kirer,  July  i'S,  1S6S~ am:  I  havp  received  yours  of  tbe  26th.  1  informed  the  fjecretaiy 
that  the  tkltago  had  sailed;  she  lefb  the  name  day  of  your  dtMp»t<di.  I 
was  veiy  sorry  t4>  lose  her.  The  Dacotak  hatt  beeu  [jut  iu  station  off 
Jordan's  Point  with  the  Galena,  MomUir,  and  Mahaska.  Every  steamer 
of  the  squadron  is  ready  to  get  u  iderway  in  live  miuutes,  and  although 
I  have  no  belief  in  the  Virginia  tfa.  3  being  reiuly  souu,  we  keep  all 
prepured  for  action,  and  txust  we  will  give  her  a  haudt^ome  reception. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  the  tug  is  nearly  reiuly,  She  is  mauh  waute<l,  and 
should  the  scout  canoes  nut  answer  my  expectations  for  vedettes  or 
pickets  we  may  want  more  for  that  purpose,  but  of  less  speed  than  the 
one  that  is  coming.  The  duty  of  the  tugs  is  very  heavy.  They  save 
the  men  much  exposure  to  the  sun.  I  tind  it  will  be  necessary  for  me 
to  gnard  Nanseuiond  Kiver  closely.  Tbe  rebels  have  a  mail  which 
passes  by  that  route  to  iUchmoud,  aud  I  hope  to  intercept  it  before 
long.    Small  vessels,  of  the  tug  size,  would  be  elective. 

The  Ceeitr  de  Lion  will  not  linish  her  repairs  before  ten  days.  Flag- 
Ofiicer  Gnldsborongh  has  given  me  the  King  Philip  to  transjKirt  the 
fresh  beef,  etc.,  for  this  squadron.  I  discovered  that  licr  machinery 
aud  rudder  are  out  of  order,  but  do  not  yet  know  whether  she  cau  be 
re])aired ;  if  not,  I  shall  send  her,  by  your  leave,  to  Washington.  Tbe 
Mount  Washington  would  answer  my  purpose  much  better.  She  is 
smaller  aud  faster,  aud  constant  employment  would  be  given  her,  and 
relieve  my  mind  from  that  preeariousness  of  supplies  on  this  service. 

I  am  obliged  t<»  send  tbe  tug  Dragon  to  l''ortresR  Monroe  for  repairs; she  is  uU  but  brukeu  down.  I  dislike  very  much  to  report  this  state  of 
these  steamers. 

The  Maratama  hiiviug  been  sent  to  Baltimore,  the  Department  will 
be  able  to  be  informed  of  the  detects  in  her  rudder  and  steering  appit- 
ratns.  All  tlie  eoinmaiKlers  of  the  donlile-cndors  complain  of  somethiDS 
couuoiUMi  with  their  vessels  iu  this  respect. 
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Thanking  you  for  your  kind  wishes  of  success  in  the  encounter,  if  it 
should  come  off,  I  can  but  assure  you  that  no  stone  will  be  left  unturned 
to  secure  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 
Ohables  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy, 

P.  S. — We  need  the  fresh  provisions  very  much.  The  scurvy  has 
shown  itself  on  board  the  Monitor, 
Respectfully,  O.  W. 

Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldsboroughj  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Wilkes^ 
U.  S.  Navy,  giving  reason  for  stationing  a  vessel  off  the  mouth  ofNanse 
mond  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Fa.,  July  28, 1862. 

My  Dbab  Sib:  As  an  additional  reason  to  those  I  have  already 

given  you*  for  stationing  a  vessel  immediately  oft'  the  mouth  of  the Nansemond,  General  Viele  has  just  informed  me  that  he  has  received 
intelligence  of  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  cross  a  force  over  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Nansemond  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  a  bridge  over  a 
creek  on  the  line  of  railway  between  this  place  and  Sufiblk.  He  is 
anxious  that  this  should  be  prevented  if  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
[L.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGHj, 

Flag-OfficeTj  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Captain  Ohables  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Flotilla  in  James  River,  Virginia. 

The  intention  of  the  enemy  may  be  even  more  than  is  anticipated. 
It  may  be  to  continue  crossing  the  Nansemond  for  several  days  and 
thus  get  force  enough  over  to  mal^e  a  descent  upon  Portsmouth  and 
Norfolk. 

L.  M.  G. 

Order  from  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant  Hop- 
kins^ U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter,  toproceed  to  duty 

at  New  Berne,  N.  C. 
U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  July  28, 1862. 
Sib:  Proceed  to  New  Berne,  N.  G.,  via  Hatteras  Inlet,  with  the 

Underwriter  under  your  command,  and,  on  your  arrival  there,  report 
yourself  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Davenport,  senior  ofticer  in  the 
sounds  of  North  Carolina,  for  duty. 

Should  you  ascertain  that  Lieutenant  Commnnding  Davenport  is  not 
at  New  Berne,  then  you  will  go  to  wherever  in  the  sounds  of  North 
Carolina  he  may  be  and  rei)ort  yourself  as  directed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Qoldsbobough, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Hopkins, 

U.  8.  8.  Underwriter^  Nor/olAc,  Ta* 
*  See  p.  595. 



ieport  «/■  l.icvtcitant  Hopkins,  U.  ti.  \avif,  regarding  the  sniUnt/  of  the n.  S.  S.  rTnderwritcr. 

U.  S.  S,  Unii&rvbitbb, 
Hampton  Koaih,  July  SS,  1862. 

8iB:  I  Iiave  the  honor  t«  inform  yon  that  in  olmdieneo  to  yoiir  order 

f  this  dale  1  sbnll  sail  this  evening  at  C  o'clock.  ^^ Very  reapectfoUy,  your  moal.  obedient  servant, 
Ai.FBF.1)  Hopkins, 

Lieutenant,  CommantHtin,  U.  8.  A'atij 
Fiag-Ofhcer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOBOoan, 

Comiifi.  fforth  Atlantic  Itlockailing  Squadroji,  Norfolk,  Va. 

h'ler  of  Fhig-O^cer  Goldsborougk.  U.  8.  A'ory,  to  Commander  ToU«n, 
('.  iS',  \<iri),  Jor  till'  rcvKirnI  of  rcKtriction*  impoied  on  Cape  Hm~' 

pHotit. V.  H.  Flagship  MiNNRsoTi., 
Norfolk,  Va.,  July  38,  i8\ 

8iB:  I  will  thank  yon  to  inform  the  Cape  Henry  pilots  from  me  tfaat 
the  restriction  heretofore  imposed  upon  them  alwut  receiving  lett«rB 
f^om  the  merchAiits  of  Baltimore  to  be  pnt  on  board  of  vesBels  expe<^ted 

to  arrive  oB'  Oape  Henry  is  removed,  snbject  to  renewal,  however,  if abuse  should  be  found  to  exist. 
Those  pilots  are  now  at  full  liberty  to  receive  boTa  the  merchants  of 

Baltimore  any  letters  they  please  for  vessels  arriving  ofif  Cajie  Henry, 
and  to  deliver  the  same  agreeably  to  their  direction  without  referring 
them  for  inspection  to  nie  or  to  any  naval  oftl(«r  whatever;  and  those 
pilots  are  also  to  be  allowed  t«  receive  letUrs  from  a  vessel  appearing 
off  Cape  Henry  and  deliver  them  at  Baltimore  withont  any  further 

"  [eferetice  to  me  or  to  any  other  naval  officer. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldbhorouoh, Flag-O, 

Commander  B,  J.  Totteh, 
U.  8.  8\htp]  Urandj/icitu. 

rdrr  of  Flag-  Officer  Qoldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  lAeutetumi  Davenp( 

'  I',  8.  AViry,  to  iiend  U.  8.  S.  Philndnlpkia  to  K/or/olk,  \'a. 
U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk.  17/..  July  -JS,  186S^ 
SiB:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Vnderirriter  in  the  sounds  of  North  Om 

lina,  you  will  immediately  order  Acting  Master  Reynolds  to  proceed, 
with  the  Philadelphia  under  bis  command,  to  this  ploee  and  report 
himself  to  me. 

I  am,  very  re8i)ect fully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  GOLDSBOBOnOH, 

Flag-Offi 

Lieutenant  Commanding  H,  K.  Davknport, 
Commanding  U.  S.  8.  HeUel  and 

Senior  Naval  Officer  in  Sounds  of  North  Caroliii 
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Order  of  FJ^ig- Officer  Goldsbarough,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Comniander  Totterij 
TJ,  8.  Navy  J  to  send  U.  8,  8.  Octorara  to  New  York  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk,  Va.j  July  i^8, 1862. 
Sir  :  If  the  Octorara  is  still  at  Hampton  Boads  direct  her  cominandinpr 

ofScer,  from  me,  to  proceeii  forthwith  to  New  York  for  repairs.    Tbis 
tlie  Department  directs  by  a  telegraphic  dispatch  just  received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  B.  J.  Totten, 

U.  8..8[hip]  BrandywinCj  Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Commander  Totten,  U,  8.  Navy,  of  the  departure  of  the  U.  8.  8. 
Octorara. 

'     [U.  S  Ship]  Brandywine,  July  28, 18(i2, 
Sir:  The  Octorara  left  this  anchorage  last  evening  near  sunset  and 

passed  out  seaward. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

B.  J.   TOTTEN, 
Commander. 

Flag-Oificer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  8,  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monti- 
cello,  to  Brigadier- General  Foster,  TJ.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  sailing  of 
his  ship  for  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  MONTICELLO, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  July  28, 1862. 

Sir:  Being  the  only  armed  naval  cruiser  in  port  and  hearing  various 
rumors  of  anticipated  attacks,  I  address  you  to  state  that  1  anticipate 
sailing  for  the  blockading  station  off  Wilmington  on  August  2,  and 
another  cruiser  will  probably  come  here  by  the  5th  or  7th.  Should  you, 
however,  desire  me  to  remain  until  she  arrives,  I  am  ready  to  comi)ly 
with  your  request  if  you  deem  the  presence  of  the  vessel  necessary 
here. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Foster. 

Report  of  Commander  Olisson,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  capture  of  the  brig  Napier 
off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  July  29, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  we  discovered  at  daylight  this 
morning  a  brig  to  the  westward  standing  in  about  3  miles  fron)  the  land 
and  6  miles  from  the  light-house.    As  soon  as  she  discovered  the  block- 

ading squadron  she  hauled  offshore,  and  soon  after  1\\<^^'^>^'^^^«^"^'*»* 
in  chase.    One  or  two  guns  from  the  T3,  &•  S.  M'^ftUc  ̂ ftaviVt<^\x"sgsiX»^^^ 
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to,  aud  we  foand  ber  to  be  the  English  brig  Napier^  from  Turk's  Islands, 
loaded  with  salt  aud  bound  for  Beaufort,  N.  O.,  and  Beaufort,  S.  C, 
as  her  papers  show.  She  was  evidently  intending  to  run  the  blockade 
at  this  place. 

It  is  reported  that  the  brigs  Bruce  and  Napier  ran  out  of  Wilmington 
N.  C,  loaded  with  cotton,  on  the  1st  of  December,  1861.  I  have  sent 
her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication,  in  command  of  W.  N.  Griswold, 
acting  master,  with  a  prize  crew  of  eight  men  whose  term  of  service 
has  expired. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^hingtonf  D.  C. 

Report  of  Commander  Glisson,  U.  8,  Navy,  of  picking  up  four  contra- 
bands in  a  boat  off  Lockwood^s  Folly  Inlet.  North  Carolina, 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  July  29, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  we  picked  up  off  Lock  wood's  Folly 
Inlet  this  morning  a  small  boat  containing  four  contrabands,  viz, 
Alfred  (iauss,  William  J.  McKithire,  Fernie  liumiky,  belonging  to 
George  Swnin,  a  secessionist  of  Brunswick  County,  N.  C,  and  also 
James  P.  Henderson,  belonging  to  Griftin  Sellers,  a  secessionist  of  the 
same  county. 

The  above  contrabands  have  been  shipped  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Stars  and  Stripes,  that  vessel  being  short  of  men.  These  contrabands 
have  no  news. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Senior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Commander  Totten,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  of  vessels  in  If  amp- 
ton  Roads,  Virginia, 

[U.  S.  Ship]  Brandywine, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  29,  1862. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Magnolia,  from  New  York,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing [Wm.]  Budd,  arrived  to-day,  having  on  board  three  boats  (iron 

covered)  aud  50  men  for  the  James  River  Flotilla,  and  mail  bags  for 
the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  The  latter  I  sent  up  to  yon 
by  the  Morse;  the  former  I  have  now  on  board. 

Three  of  the  mortar  boats  from  the  Mississippi  came  in  to-day,  their 
commanders  having  orders  to  report  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  I  am  told  by  them  that  twelve  of  them  are  ordered  to 
assemble  here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
B.  J.  Totten, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blocfcoding  iSquadrou. 
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Letter  from  Commodore    WilJces^   U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Jenkins^ 
U.  a.  Navy  J  regarding  a  balloon  reconnoissance  of  Fort  Powhatan. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusbtt, 
Marriaon's  Bar,  James  River,  July  29, 1862. 

Sir:  It  is  desirable  to  make  a  balloon  reconnoissance  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  Powhatan;  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 

officers  in  charge  of  it.  I  desire  you  to  superintend  and  take  charge 
of  the  party.  The  Stepping  Stones  will  be  ordered  to  tow  the  balloon 
lighter  down  tomorrow  morning,  and  leave  at  4  o'clock.  Near  the  fbrt 
at  Powhatan  station  you  will  find  the  Delaware,  Tioga,  and  Port 
Royal— 'thi^  former  off  Windmill  Point— which  vessels  you  will  use  as 
gniAi^s,  and,  should  the  balloonists  report  any  works  in  progress,  you 
will  shell  them  effectually  and  destroy  the  works,  if,  in  your  opinion, 
you  have  sofiicient  force  to  overcome  any  opposition  that  may  be 
expected.  Gather  all  the  information  from  the  balloonists  you  can, 
and  return  by  the  convoy  in  the  afternoon. 
When  you  can  spare  the  Stepping  Stones  direct  her  to  take  the  man 

Myers  (who  will  be  on  board)  down  to  the  Yankee  and  deliver  him  over 
to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gibson,  of  that  vessel,  with  the  note  here- 

with enclosed. 
Should  it  be  desirable  to  make  another  ascension  the  next  day,  you 

will  order  one  to  be  made  and  the  balloon  to  remain.  Should  the 
report  from  above  give  you  reason  to  believe  there  is  any  cx)nsiderable 
force  operating  on  shore,  you  will  not  make  any  attack  until  reenforced. 
The  Stepping  Stones,  Port  Royal,  Tioga,  and  Delaware  are  placed  under 
your  orders  for  this  duty. 

Kespectfully,  etc., 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
Commander  T.  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

^Yachusett. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wachitsett, 

Harrison's  Bar,  James  River,  July  29, 1862, 
Sib  :  The  man  Myers,  whom  you  captured  the  other  night,  is  Returned 

to  you.  You  will  send  nim  on  shore,  or  rather  permit  him  to  leave  your 

vessel  in  his  boat,  after  dark.  You  will  give  him  all  the  protection* you can,  and  should  he  wish  to  pay  you  a  visit  at  a  future  time  at  night, 
receive  what  he  has  to  communicate,  and  send  it  to  me  by  first  oppor- 

tunity coming  up. 
Bespectfiilly,  etc., 

Chables  Wilkes, 
Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Wm.  Gibson, 
Commanding  Steamer  Yankee,  James  River  Flotilla. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  authority  to 
have  sunken  vessels  in  JElizabeth  River  removed. 

XJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.,  July  30, 1862. 

Sib  :  Yesterday  it  was  ascertained  that  one  of  the  sunken  vessels,  ̂ t 

the  barriei'  had  drifted  and  got  immediax;^\j  m\Xi^\i*dSTQ^  ^^di^j^ibi^^^*^ 
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t  to  permit  vessels  to  pa^s  and  repass.  Slie  lies  otiliqnely  across  it 
Old  preveDfs  any  vessel  drawing  over  14  feet  from  coming  here  or  get- 

ting away.  Tbis  morning  I  tried  to  have  her  removed  by  means  of  a 
stout  tag  and  other  appliancea,  bnt  found  that  it  could  not  be  done.  I 
thereupon  immediately  engaged  a  large  steam  wrecking  craft,  which 
lia|ipened  to  be  here  on  her  way  to  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  to 
undertake  the  job.  and  to  morrow  luoruing  at  an  early  hour,  and  when 
the  tide  is  suitable,  slie  i^  to  go  to  work  upon  it,  at  a  charge  such  iis  I 
myself  may  deem  reiisomible  and  fair.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that,  tbe 
obstacle  in  question  will  be  speedily  removed. 

It  would  be  well,  in  my  jutlgmeut,  to  have  a  number  of  others  of  the 
sunken  vessels  at  tbe  barrier  removed  at  once,  and  before  more  of  them 
get  adritt  and  stop  up  the  channel  way.  This  steam  wrecking  craft, 
which  is  a  most  admirable  and  jHtwerfal  contrivance,  can  be  employeit 
to  do  the  work  at  once,  and  before  she  goes  t<>  tbe  sounds  of  Kortb 
Carolina,  at  1^150  ]>er  day.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  ask  the  authority  of  the 
Department  to  have  those  sunken  vessels  so  removed, 

Mr.  Wells  has  not  yet  commenced  his  operatiouH.  nor  is  be  or  hif4 
party  hereabnnts.  His  contract.  I  tuke  it,  does  nut  embrace  tbe  sunken 
vessels  in  view,  but  even  if  it  does  there  surely  should  be  no  dvluy  in 
^tting  thcni  away. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.  tiOLDSBKROtlOH, 

Ftag-Officer,  Comilg.  North  Allantie  TUockailmy  8qvadt 
n.  UiDRoN  Welles, 
Sevreiitry  i>f  the  Xnvy,  WtiahhttjtoH,  I).  C. 

unkeii 
■lay  ia 

-  iij'the  Seoretnry  of  the  Kavy  to  FlaijOffiier  Ooldsborough, 
Navj/,  granting  authority  to  remorc  Himkcn  re^sel*. 

Navy  Department,  August  2^  isds. 
i  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication.  No.  34C,  of  the  3Uth  ultimo, 
^ou  are  authorii!;eiI  t«  have  the  sunken  vessels  of  the  barrier  removed, 
^]d  for  that  puriwse  to  employ  the  steam  wrecking  craft  at  the  price 

Bentioned,  y'v/.,  8150  per  day. 
y  Mr.  Wells  has  not  yet  signed  the  contract  for  the  raising  of  these 
B8»els.  It  is  thought  that  this  necessary  work  will  be  im  infringement 

fit. Very  respectfully,  etc.. 

[  ItearAdniiral  I,.  M.  Goldbborohoh, 
Vomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Hquadrt 

Gideon  Wkllbii 

,,  Norfolk,  Va. 

fer  (if  Commodore  Wilkes,  !'.  S.  Xavy,  to  Commandrr  MoKinstry,  P.  J Navy,  to  inform  commanding  officers  of  proposed  army  expedition. 

Confidential.]  ^U.  8.  S.J  Waceubett,  July  30,  \l8r>3]—10  p.  m. 
SiB:  I  send  yon  a  copy  of  a  note  just  received  ftom  General  Porter, 

'uform  tbe  officers  in  i^omuiand  immediately,  itarticuiacJy  the  commander 
■ftheSoutft^W,  of  itacontenta.   Tbe  Oo/cnaalso,  asBheis  the  outlying 

Re8i»ectfnlly, 

I  Cttaiajaiiiler  McKlNSTKY,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Dtujotah. 

Charles  Wilkes.  ; 
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[EnoloBure.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Corps, 
Westover  Hou^e^  July  30^  1862. 

Sir:  I  purpose  this  evening  sending  over  a  party  of  about  twenty 
men,  in  two  boats,  to  the  other  bank  of  the  river,  Loping  to  obtain 
reliable  information  of  the  presence  (or  otherwise)  of  the  enemy  in  the 
locality  immediately  in  firont  of  oar  camps. 

Please  give  such  instructions  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  inform 
the  boats  of  your  fleet  of  the  facts,  so  that  my  party  may  be  allowed  to 
pass  out  and  return,  and  also  that  they  may  know  (if  any  musketry 
should  be  heard)  that  our  men  are  there,  and  also  be  on  the  alert  to 
give  them  such  assistance  (if  any)  as  may  be  needed,  or  may  be  possible 
under  the  circumstances. 

The  countersign  for  the  night  is  "Brooklyn,'*  and  will  be  given  to  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  reconnoitering  party.    Tbe  command  may 
not  return  before  daybreak,  and  I  wish  all  necessary  precautions  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  them  being  fired  at  as  enemies. 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, F.  J.  Porter, 

Major- General  J  Commanding, 
Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 

Oommandingy  etc. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough^  U.  8.  Navy^  of  the  forwarding  of 
supplies  for  the  blockading  vessels  off  Wilmington,  J\r.  G. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va,,  July  31, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  toinform  the  Department  that  I  have  sent  the 
U.  S.  storeship  William  Badger  to  Beaufort,  K.  C,  in  tow  of  the  State 
of  Georgia^  with  a  goodly  supply  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  stores  on 
board  for  the  use  of  the  vessels  blockading  off  Wilmington,  N.  C.  The 
William  Badger  is  to  remain  at  Beaufort  as  a  supply  vessel,  and,  on 
her  arrival  there,  all  the  provisions  and  stores  on  board  of  a  chartered 
vessel  now  at  that  place  are  to  be  transferred  to  her,  and  that  char- 

tered vessel  is  to  be  discharged  from  the  public  service. 
The  State  of  Georgia,  after  dropping  the  William  Bad^jer  at  Beau- 

fort, is  to  proceed  without  delay  and  resume  her  station  off  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C. 

I  am,  very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSBOROITGH, 

Flag- Officer,  Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  Commander  Woodhull,  U,  8.  Navy,  of  hearing  heavy  musketry 
firing  in  the  upper  part  of  the  fleet  in  James  River, 

U.  8.  Gunboat  Cimarron,  July  31, 1862, 

Sir:  About  10  o'clock  last  night,  hearing  heavy  musket  firing  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  fleet,  I  sent  the  Stepping  Stones  to  reconnoiter  and  if 
necessary  render  assistance,  supposing  some  of  our  transport  fleet  had 
again  been  attacked  by  rebels.  The  SUpping  Stones  was  absent  about 
one  hour,  and  after  a  diligent  cruise  about  discovered  nothing  alarming. 

Your  note  was  handed  me  about  11:20  p.  m,    I  u\\\\\^^\^\v-V$  ^^- 

patched  the  steamer  Commodore  -Barney  to  t\i^  \o^.vsX\\^  \\SL^\\\Av\vvfc^.   "V 
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presume,  as  everything  remained  quiet  during  the  rest  of  the  night, 
that  the  expedition  was  successful. 
As  I  have  no  orders  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  give  convoy  to  the  mail 

steamer  and  others  at  the  usual  time  this  morning. 
Respectfully,  etc.,  Maxwell  Woodhull, 

[Commanderj  U.  -8.  Navy,] 
Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Letter  from  Major- General  Porter,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier- General 
WiUiams,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  0.  8,  naval  force  at  Rich- 
mond,  Va, 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Harrison^ 8  Landing,  July  31,  18ii2. 

CrENERAL :  I  extract  the  following  from  a  report  of  one  of  the  medi- 
cal officers  lately  from  liichmond : 

Three  small  srhoonere,  one  little  black  steamboat,  and  two  bulks  Dttlng  up  for 
some  purpose  comprised  tbe  entire  navy  on  the  river  within  view. 

Very  re8i)ectfiilly,  F.  J.  Porter, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Brigadier- General  S.  Williams, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs,  Army  [of  the]  Potomac, 

[Endortemont.] 

Copy  for  the  information  of  Commodore  Wilkes,  commanding  James 
River  Flotilla. 

Order  from  the  8ecretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  8,  Navy^ 
to  send  U,  8.  8.  King  Philip  to  Washington  navy  yard. 

Navy  Department,  July  31, 1862. 
Sir  :  On  the  arrival  of  the  Mount  Washington,  ordered  to  James 

River  to  relieve  the  King  Philip,  send  the  latter  to  Washington  navy 

yard. 
I  am,  re8i)e(^tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 

Comdg,  James  River  Flotilla,  Harrison^ s  Bend  [Bar], 

Order  of  the  8ecretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Wilkes,  IT.  8,  Navy, 
regarding  shipping  men  from  the  Army  for  the  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  July  31, 1862. 
Sir:  If  General  McClellan  has  any  good  men  iu  his  army  whom  he 

is  willing  to  transfer  to  the  Navy,  you  can  receive  and  ship  them.  The 
Department  would,  however,  state  that  the  Navy  has  not  been  particu- 

larly fortunate  in  receiving  men  from  the  Army.  They  are  generally 
not  of  very  good  character  and  of  little  benefit  to  the  service.  This 
is  why  the  Department  has  delayed  replying  to  your  letter  on  the  sub 
ject  and  granting  the  authority  asked. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 
Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
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Report  of  Commander  WoodhuUj  U.  S.  Navy^  of  engagement  with  Con- 
federates at  Harrison^s  Landing, 

U.  8.  Gunboat  Cimarron, 
Right  Wing,  Harrisonh  Landing^  August  i,  1S62, 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  tx)  report  to  you  that  at  12:50  this  rooniiiig 
the  rebels  commenced  a  heavy  fire  of  rifle  and  smoothbore  guns  from 
the  opposite  shore,  on  the  right  flank  of  the  army  and  the  transport 
fleet.  Their  fire  was  rapid  and  apparently  effective.  We  of  course 
opened  on  them  immediately  with  our  battery,  and  so  soon  as  the 
range  could  be  obtained  by  us  it  became  strikingly  evident  that  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  was  less  continuous  and  confident. 
We  appeared  during  the  greater  part  of  the  cannonade  to  be  the 

especial  mark  aimed  at  by  their  gunners,  judging  from  the  constant 
explosion  of  shell  around  us.  Their  shot  passed  over  us  in  every  direc- 

tion, but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  we  are  spared  from  all  casualties. 
The  only  injury  sustained  was  the  destruction  of  the  gig  by  the  explo- 

sion of  a  rebel  shell. 
The  oflicers  and  men  behaved  splendidly  and  did  their  work  efiect- 

ively  and  intelligently.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  aflair,  which  lasted 
one  hour,  our  9  inch  gun,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  E.  1).  March,  was 
fired  with  shell  and  shrapnel  30  times;  the  100-Parrott  was  discharged 
17  times,  and  our  howitzers  45.  We  could  have  done  even  better  than 
this,  but  our  primers  did  not  perfectly  perform  their  parts. 

When  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  two-thirds  of  this  crew  are 
landsmen,  and  the  majority  of  them  unusually  young  for  that  rating, 
it  affords  me  great  satislaction  to  bear  testimony  to  their  coolness, 
courage,  and  quiet  conduct  while  working  the  guns.  I  would  be  doing 
great  injustice  to  my  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Bush.  B.  Taylor,  if  I 
did  not  make  this  st-atement,  as  this  good  discipline  is  owing  to  his 
energy  and  untiring  diligence. 

Messrs.  Thurston  and  Waterbury,  acting  masters,  efficiently  com- 
manded and  fought  the  rifle  gun  and  howitzer  battery,  and  all  the  other 

officers,  without  exception,  performed  nobly  their  parts. 
The  engines  were  in  readiness  for  use  at  a  moment's  notice,  the  hot- 

water  hose  led  along,  and  everything  in  readiness  under  the  sui)er- 
vision  of  Chief  Engineer  Du  l?laine,  who,  with  his  whole  corps,  zeal- 

ously aided  me  in  the  fight. 
All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration. 

Respectfully,  etc., 
M.   WOODHULL, 

Commander  J  V,  S.  Xat^y, 
Commodore  Wilkes, 

Jommanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Jjetter  from  Commander  Woodhull,  U.  8,  Kavy^  in  Commodore  Wilkes^ 
U.  S,  Navy,  commending  Gnnner^s  Mate  John  Merrett  for  devotion  to 
duty  in  engagement  at  Harrison^s  Landing, 

U.  9.  Gunboat  Ctmabron, 

Right  Wing,  ITarrison^s  Landing,  August  /,  1SC2, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  a  circumstance  during 

the  fight  Friday  morning  which  I  think  deserves  the  consideration  of 
the  Navy  Department. 
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Gunner's  Mate  John  Merrett,  wlio  litis  been  extremely  sick  tor  some 

"me  ami  Just  about  (by  your  approval)  to  be  aeut  to  the  liospit.>il  lor Elietter  treatmeul  of  his  case,  was  lyiug  in  his  banimock,  so  weak  aud 
debilitated  as  to  be  scarcely  able  to  staud,  did,  nevertheless,  rouse 
himself  when  tbo  call  vas  made  to  qnarters  and  proceeded  to  his  sta- 

tion in  the  main  maf;aKine  and  continned  there  during  the  fight,  in  the 
lull  and  active  tixecntton  of  bis  duty.  After  we  had  ceased  firing,  the 
enemy  having;  been  repulsed,  he  was  so  overcome  with  his  exertions 
that  he  had  to  bo  uouveyed  bodily  from  the  magazine  and  stimulants 
were  tbuiul  necessary  lo  preserve  bis  life.  Merrett  is  an  old  man-of- 
warsman;  liia  discipline,  courage,  and  patriotism  would  not  brook  inac- 

tion when  his  ship  was  in  actual  battle.  His  couduct,  I  humbly  think, 
was  a  great  example  to  all  lovers  of  the  country  aud  its  cause.  I 
make  this  statement,  as  it  is  the  a«t  of  a  flue  specimen  of  the  old 

I  navy  tar. 
UespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.    WOODHULL, 

C'immandcr,  U.  S.  Xavjf. 
Oommwlore  Uhabi.ks  Wii.kbs, 

Vonniiantling  James  Biwr  Flotilla. 

K^eport  Iff  Flwj-Ojjlfer  (loldshnrottgh,  U.  fi.  Navy,  ■,iFin!i  the  ufalions  t>/ 
vesiteU  of  llw  jVoi7A  Allantic  Ulocko'linff  Squadron. 

U.   8.   FlAGSHU"   MlNHBSnTA, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  AwjVMt  I,  tm^. 

Bin:  1  liavc  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  statement  of 
the  present  disposition  of  the  vessels  belonging  to   this  immediate 

squadron : 

VUHI. SUtlon. 
VbhoL 

SlaUoB. 

Kirh.       -».n Korfolli.Vfc 
Do. 

K; 
Do. 

D.i'. 

UalIl
>nn»(

rKI»t
r- 

Nniyorliiniialr- 

S«owl«'nlN,.rtl. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do! 
Do. 
Do. 
S: 

g;i^,!£Ji^^"?«^i::: m  Uormn.  DTilMnw  VMul . 
mun.  nrdnuiKw  vmiel   

Wllliim  BwlEer.otnn  viwel. 

loTollk^""'™"
"  "  ™" 

s.r.vr..'si Dh  II  H s?«^. 
Hiil«c-),vi«>i]  uf  HUinrAffiiior. 

•lugn  employiid  iirinclp*!!)'  in  gnaril  duly  In «  walara  u  miird  n 

I  am,  very  respect  folly,  yonr  obedient  servaDt, 
L.  M.  doLDsnoBotfOH, 

FliifiO_ffictfr,  CofHd'j.  North  Atlantir.  Blnckading  Squadron. 
Hon.  (illtEoN  Wellks, 

AS^crf/a/y  of /lie  yavi/,  Wtmli'ititlon,  P.  C, 
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[Telegram.] 

NOBFOLK,  August  ly  1862—10:45  a.  m. 
(Beceived  at  Washingtou  11 :16.) 

Sm:  Twelve  mortar  vessels  have  arrived  at  Hampton  Eoads  from 
the  Mississippi.  Sickness,  I  regret  to  say,  prevails  on  boai*d  of  them 
to  a  considerable  extent,  the  disease  being  of  a  bilious  remittent  char- 

acter. I  have  directed  the  fleet  surgeon  to  have  all  the  hospital  cases, 
amounting  to  about  seventy-five,  brought  up  here  at  once.  Are  these 
vessels  to  be  sent  up  the  James  Eiver  in  their  present  condition  t  If  so, 
I  would  respectfolly  suggest  that  Commander  Porter  be  directed  to 
proceed  to  Hampton  Boads  forthwith  and  take  the  general  charge  of 
them. 

L.  M.  OOLDSBOBOUGH, 
Flag- Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy, 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Depabtment,  August  i,  1862. 
If  any  of  the  mortar  vessels  require  important  repairs  or  calking 

send  them  to  Baltimore.  Retain  the  others  at  Hampton  Boads  until 
further  orders,  unless  an  emergency  should  arise  requiring  them  on 
James  Eiver.  An  endeavor  will  be  made  to  supply  places  of  the  sick. 
It  would,  perhaps,  be  well  to  allow  the  crews  a  run  on  shore.  Com- 

mander Porter  is  too  unwell  to  go  down. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Bear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Report  of  Commander  Totten,  U,  8,  Navy,  regarding  boats  received  for 
James  River  Flotilla, 

U.  S.  SfHiP]  Bbandywine,  August  i,  1862. 
Sib  :  The  three  iron-covered  boats  which  I  received  from  the  Magnolia 

for  tlie  James  Biver  Flotilla  were  launclied  overboard  this  morning  by 
order  of  Commodore  Wilkes,  after  which  he  refused  to  have  anything 
further  to  do  with  them.  One  of  them  turned  over  in  the  water  soon 

afterwards.  I  have,  with  the  consent  of  the  captain  of  the  port,  deter- 
mined to  have  them  landed  and  hauled  up  on  tlie  beach,  as  I  can  not 

have  them  here. 

I  send  up  to-day  two  of  the  coal  schooners  to  the  James  Biver,  by 
order  of  Captain  Wilkes. 

I  am,  respectfully, 
B.  J.  Totten, 

Commander, 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLDSBOBOUOH, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
N  w  B— VOL  7   39 
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Fort  Moneoe,  August  l,  /W5 — 1:.'>Sp.m, 
(lieceived  at  Wasliingtoii  L*  |i.  m.) 

Slit;  I  am  woefully  diunppoiEited  in  the  ret'eptioEi  of  boats  witli  iron* 
bladiliug  01)  tlierii,  riveted  »a  a  builer,  iitsteud  of  a  lisfht  uietullit^^  canoe 

"covered  Willi  tliiii  iron,  Noth-  g  could  be  moredifleretit.  Those  are 
old  i-liukei -built  seal  hoati4,  to  lie  propelled  by  oars  iiistend  of  paddloa, 
aud  of  twice  the  diuieusions  in  width  of  those  I  gsive.  and  as  unlike  u 
Bwift  ladroiie  f^anoe  of  thaSoutli  Seas  as  it  is  poasiUle  to  l)e. 

I  have  tio  nmuiier  of  use  for  such  as  these,  and  having  beard  from 
Comiuodore  Pa'ihlingof  othern  aboutbeiug  sent,  I  Imve  t*'legraphed  him 
to  retain  them.  (low  Huoh  a  uiistalte  tMiuld  h.).ve  been  made  1  i-an  u»t 
conceive.  I  proposed  in  my  first  note  relative  to  them  to  forward  a 
sketch  and  working  drawing. 

The  answer  I  received  was  that  the  Department  had  ordered  them 
to  be  fonstriicted.  There  is  nothing  abont  them  which  corresponds  to 
my  idea.s  and  the  person  to  whun>  the  Department  intrusted  tlieir 
preparation  can  have  little  brains  or  the  knowledge  of  the  ditterenee 
between  a  bunt  and  canoe. 

if  it  had  been  the  intention  to  vitiate  all  my  plans  for  their  use,  no 

more  cll'ectuat  mode  could  have  been  used  than  to  have  sent  mc  such outlandish  concerns. 
I  am  deeply  concerned  aboat  this  failure.     Francis,  the  galvanized- 

iron  boat  builder,  would  have  put  up  the  ̂ ix  in  a  week  at  less  expense 

'_  than  one  of  these  cost. 
I  am  Just  ready  for  their  active  use,  and  have  no  doubt  of  the  serv- 

I  ices  they  wonid  have  performed. 
Itesi>ectfully. 

Charles  Wilkes. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Heeretary  of  Navy,  W'<u<liinylon,  1>.  C 

ITelagrwD.I 

Navy  Depar'I'ment,  Aurivst  l,  jBf!3 — i  p.  vt. 
The  boats  were  constructed  by  Commodore  Paulding  and  Naval  Con- 

,  atmctor  Uelauo  npon  the  dimensions  and  deacriptiou  given  by  you. 
Ton  are  authorized  to  send  au  oflicer  to  Mr.  Francis  to  procure  such 

boats  as  yon  desii'e. CiDKOK  Welles, 

I'iecretar}/  of'  the  3'ary. Oomraodore  Charles  Wilkes, 
Commatiding  James  River  J-lotilia,  Furl  Monroe. 

nEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT, 
Fortren*  Monritr.  August  1,  1863. 

Pray  do  not  send  me  any  more  of  those  outlandish  boats  of  which  I 
f  have  ha*!  a  sight  this  morning.     They  are  totiilly  dlilerent  from  any- 
tbing  1  t'rer  saw  or  dreamed  of.     1  wauled  cauoes  of  33,  26,  aud  22 
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feet  in  length ;  in  width,  36,  24,  and  18  inches,  to  be  propelled  by  pad- 
dles. Yon  have  sent  me  old  seal  boats,  to  be  propelled  by  oars,  and 

from  4  to  5^  feet  in  width,  covered  with  a  roof  of  boiler  iron  riveted 
together.  I  need  say  no  more,  but  according  to  the  old  saying,  '^I 
asked  for  a  loaf  of  bread  and  have  received  a  stone.''  These.boats  can 
be  of  no  manner  of  use  to  me,  and  I  can  not  receive  them. 

Yours,  respectfully, 
C.  Wilkes. 

Commodore  Paulding,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Nary  Yardy  New  York. 

Letter  from  Commodore  WUkeSy  U.  S^Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ̂ 
regarding  the  scout  canoes, 

9 

Fortress  Monroe,  August  i,  1S62. 
Sir  :  On  my  way  down  the  river  I  encountered  the  mail  boat,  and 

with  the  mail  Mr.  Henry  Eogers  joined  me.  I  think  he  understands 
my  views  relative  to  the  manipulation  of  the  electric  current,  and 
asserts  that  he  can  effect  the  objects  I  have  in  view  (in  the  explosion  of 
torpedoes),  of  which  I  have  requested  him  to  inform  you,  and  to  state 
how  much  I  have  been  disappointed  in  the  scout  canoes.  They  are  no 
manner  of  use  to  me;  as  so  far  from  being  useful  would  be  a  great  detri- 

ment to  the  service,  and  result  in  the  capture  and  loss  of  the  boats' 
crews.  They  are  large,  heavy,  old  seal  boats,  propelled  by  oars.  I 
wanted  light  canoes,  propelled  by  paddles.  Mr.  Rogers  will  tell  you  of 
the  interview  I  had  with  him. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Letter  from  Major- Oeneral  MeClellanj  U.  S.Armyy  to  Commodore  Wilkes, 
U,  8,  Navy,  regarding  the  return  of  ten  men  sent  aboard  the  U.  S.  S. 
Wetohusett 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  near  Harrison^s  Landing,  Va,,  August  X,  1862. 

My  Dear  Commodore  :  I  regret  to  learn  from  your  note  of  yester- 
day evening  that  you  found  it  necessary  to  return  the  ten  men  sent  on 

board  the  Wachusett  as  a  part  of  the  detail  for  which  you  asked.  It 
was  certainly  intended  to  give  you  good  men,  and  we  thought  it  had 
been  done,  but  from  the  fact  that  you  considered  these  ten,  who  have 
served  with  credit  through  the  battles  of  the  peninsula,  as  '<  not  even 
food  for  gunpowder,"  I  fear  that  the  standard  of  the  Navy  is,  perhaps, 
higher  than  the  land  service  will  be  able  to  meet. 

I  am,  my  dear  Commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Geo.  B.  McClbllan, 
Major  Oeneral,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Commanding  James  River  Flotilla^  N^<Mi\\.u%^\x. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Offir^r  Gold^horotigh,  /".  8. 
Nav'p,  e7icloinng  remlution  of  Congress,  thanlinn  officers  and  men  for servieeis  at  Roanoke  Island." 

Navy  Dbpaktmbnt,  Aitg^ml  l,  1SI>3. 

8iB :  I  Iiav©  the  pleaanre  to  em-losc  herewith  a  cortifled  copy  of  a 
resolution  of  Ooiigresa,  approved  Jnly  11,  liS62,  tendering  its  thanks  to 
yourself,  ofQcers,  petty  officers,  seatneti,  and  marines  attached  to  the 
8(iuadron  under  your  connnand,  for  the  victory  at  Roanoke  Island. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obe<1ient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Koar-Admiral  Louis  M.  Goldsborough, 
Gomdg,  Nvrth  Atlnnliv  Blockading  Sqiuidron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

[EDolo-nre.] 

A  reiatulioH  Itnilrring  lite  (ftniuti  «/  QoHgretn  to  Cnplain 
ojHoW'i  pells  ojRoiTu,  neamen,  and  mariiiet  «b(Iit  *ii 
Boanitke  itJand. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  BepreiiCHtutivea  of  the  Unitt'd  8tat4a 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  thanks  of  Oongress  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  tendered  to  Captain  Lotiis  M.  Goldsborough,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers,  petty  ofBcers,  seamen,  and  niariues  attached 

to  the  8(]uadron  under  hi«  command,  for  the  brilliant  and  detasivc  vic- 
ti>ry  achieved  at  Itoauoke  Island  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  10th  days  of  Feb- 

ruary last. 
Approve<l  .luly  U,  lSfi2. 

Report  of  Flay-Offiver  ttoldghorough,  U.  S.  Nivoy,  transmitting  reports  of 

capture  of  sloop  Lizzie,  o_f  }VilmiHgton,  Jf.'C,  August  J,  ISIS, 
V.  a.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  Aitgiist  16,  l!i63. 

Sib  :  The  Department  is  resiieotfully  notified  that  I  enclose  herewith 

the  papers  relating  to  the  sloop  Li;:zie,  captured  oft'  Wilmington  by  the U.  S.  S.  Penobscot  and  destroyed,  being  unseaworthy,  after  the  securing 
of  her  crew  aud  a  porttoo  of  her  cargo,  according  to  the  detailed  report 
of  Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  also  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  to-day  instructed  Coiiimander 
Parker  to  sen<l  the  crew  aud  cargo  of  this  vessel  to  Philadelphia  or 
New  York,  the  former  as  witnesses,  the  latter  for  adjudication,  eonsign- 
ing  it  to  the  prize  commieaiouers  or  U.  S.  marshal,  and  informing  them 
that  the  papers  relatiug  to  the  case  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Navy 
Department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L,  M.  GoLDsnoRouun, 

Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBDN  Welles, 

Sccrttary  of  the  Navy,  Waskington,  P.  C. 

IKnrtwnn*.! 
U.  S.  S,  Cambbidgb. 

OjJ'Neir  InlH,  North  Carolinri,  August  S,  IWS. 
SiE;  I  have  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  steam  gunboat  Penobscot,  Lieu- 

tenant Oommaadiug  J.  M.  B.  Olits,  captured  a  small  sloop,  of  about  41 

Tor  account  of  bttttln  of  BaanakclalMia.,aDo'Vo\.^^.M&4Q0. 
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tons  harden,  nnder  English  colors,  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant, 
about  4  miles  from  shore,  evidently  endeavoring  to  evade  the  blockade; 
and  her  master  admitted  that  he  intended  to  land  his  cargo  near  this 
place.  It  was  composed  of  salt  in  bags,  a  bale  of  blankets,  boxes  of 
sheet  tin,  boxes  of  arrowroot,  soda  asli,  and  caustic  soda. 

She  was  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  bound  to  Baltimore, 
ostensibly. 

Her  master  reported  that  she  was  leaking  badly,  and  uuseaworthy. 
This  opinion  was  confirmed  by  a  survey  of  three  officers  of  the  squadron 
appoiuted  by  me  to  examine  her,  who  reported  that  she  was  '^  uusea- 

worthy and  unfit  to  send  to  a  port  of  abjudication,  as  being  leaky  and 
with  untrustworthy  sails  and  spars."  Accordingly  I  ordered  her  to  be 
destroyed,  having  previously  saved  the  most  valuable  parts  of  her  cargo, 
which  will  be  retained  on  board  this  ship,  together  with  her  crew  of  five 
men,  including  tlie  master,  and  I  shall  await  your  order  as  to  the  dis- 

position to  be  made  of  the  same. 
The  master  of  the  sloop  (Oreen)  claims  to  be  a  native  of  New  Bruns- 

wick, but  he  has  every  appearance  of  Being  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
and  he  begs  that  he  and  his  crew  may  be  allowed  to  go  on  shore  at  New 
Inlet.  I  respectfully  recommend  that  this  may  be  done  unless  there 
may  be  reasons  to  prevent  it. 

1  enclose  herewith  all  the  papers  found  on  board  the  vessel,  with 
report  of  survey,  deposition  of  captain  and  crew,  register  of  vessel,  etc. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  a.  Parker, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present, 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Norfolkj  Va. 

P.  S. — The  present  name  of  the  sloop  is  the  Lizzie,  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence.  Her  former  name  was  the  Spray,  of  New  York  and  Wil- 

mington, N.  G. 
W.  A.  P. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Penobscot, 
Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  August  2,  1862, 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  yesterday.  August  1,  I  captured  the 
sloop  Lizzie,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  aoout  12  or  15  nules  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  of  this  place. 

The  said  Lizzie  was  under  English  colors  and  standing  in  for  the 
coast,  about  4  miles  distant. 

She  is  loaded,  according  to  the  bill  of  lading,  with  220  sacks  of  salt, 
1  bale  of  blankets,  5  boxes  of  tin,  2  cases  of  caustic  soda,  2  tierces  of 
soda  ash,  1  case  of  enameled  cloth,  and  2  boxes  of  arrowroot. 

The  crew  is  composed  of  the  following  persons,  viz :  W.  R.  Green, 
master;  Harrison  Thompson,  mate;  Jack  tfoans,  cook;  Henry  Baker, 
seaman,  and  Thomas  Kugren,  seaman.  Their  places  of  birth  and 
where  from  are  not  mentioned  in  the  crew  list. 

I  enclose  all  the  papers  found  on  board. 
Agreeable  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  shall  proceed  as  soon  as  pos- 

sible to  save  everything  valuable,  and  then  destroy  her. 
I  am  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 
Lieutenant^  Commandw^. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 
Senior  Officer  Present, 
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I  Jietter  from    Major-Oeneral  McCleilan,    U,   S.   Army,   to   Commodore 
Wilkei,  U.  8.  Nai^y,  regarding  an  expedition  to  Malvern  Sill, 

Hdqbs.  Aemt  op  the  Poto^iac,  August  S,  1862. 
Mt  Dkae  Commodore;  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  yonr  favor 

^«f  this  luoniiiig'. 1  leiirn  from  tlie  officer  io  command  of  my  iiickete  that  lie  discovered 

Etwo  smokes  tbis  morning  iiruand  the  point  above  Hawaii's,  which  lie 
|tfeels  confident  were  from  st/^nmers.    He  iil^o  says  be  distiiictly  heard 

the  sound  of  the  chain  cable  as  it  wa.s  K't  off  into  the  water. 
The  inovi'meiit  I  spoke  to  yon  about  will  take  place  touipht,  and  tbe 

troopa  n-ill  piobably  be  at  Malvern  Hill  soon  after  daylit;ht  to  morrow 
morning.  The  ofhcer  in  charge  will  have  a  signal  oflicer  with  him,  and 
will  be  able  to  commnnicate  with  yonr  boats,  if  they  reatih  there  an 
hour  or  two  afterwards.  I  think  two  hours  after  daylight  will  be  soon 
enough  for  the  boats  to  arrive  there. 

Crenenil  Uooker  will  comunuiil  tiie  (Expedition. 
I  am,  very  trniy,  yours,    -       (lEo,  B,  McClellan, 

Major-Ocneral,  Commandiiui. 
Commodore  C.  Wilkbs, 

Commanding  Flotilla. 

I  Order  from  Commodore  Wilkon,  U.  S.  Jfary,  to  Litrnt^nant  Morris,  U.  S. 
Jfarjf,  commanding  U.  S.  *'.  Pott  Royal,  to  proceed  up  the  Jame* Rivtr. 

IT.  8.  8.  WAcnusBTT, 

Off  Jordav's  Point,  James  Kirer,  Augunt  2, 18CS. 
SiE:  You  will  proceed  in  the  vessel  under  your  command  an  hour 

before  daylight,  or  time  enough  to  reach  tbo  first  wliarf  above  Uasall's, 
nenr  Malvern  Uill,  two  hours,  at  farthest,  after  daylight. 

The  signal  officer  on  board  tbe  dalena  will  be  ordered  to  accompany 
you,  through  whom  you  may  obtain  communication  with  the  aimy. 
'  Respectfully,  etc., Charles  Wilkes, 

('ommandittji  •lameit  Hirer  Flotilla,   , 
[Jeuteuaut  Commanding  Oko.  U.  MORBm, 

Commanding  8teomtr  Port  Rot/nl,  Jamen  River  Flotilla, 

The  Satellite  la  ordered  to  cooi>erate  with  you. 

[  Order  from  Commodore  Wilkes,  ('.  S.  Xnrn,  to  Aetinei  Master  Foster, U,  jS.  Nary,  commanding  U.  W.  N,  S<itellite,  to  cooperate  leitfi  Lieutenant 
Morris,  U.  S.  JVury,  up  the  Jammt  Hirer. 

v.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Off  Jordan's  Point,  James  Rieer,  Augusts,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  cooperate  with  Lieutenant  Cnmmauding  Morris,  who 

18  ordered  to  proceed  with  the  vessel  undei'  his  comnniud  an  hour  before 
daylight,  or  time  eucnigh  to  reach  the  first  wharf  above  Huxall's,  near 
Ualveru  Uill.  two  hours,  at  furthest,  after  daylight. 

Uespect fully,  etc., 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Ciimmiinding  James  River  Flotilla, 
Acting  Maater  A.  P.  Foster. 

OommandU^ff  Steutner  tfatelliti-,.f(inkC8  Uircr  Flotilla. 
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Letter  from  Maior- General  McGlellanj  U.  8.  Army  ̂   to  Cammodore  Wilkes^ 
U,  &  Navyj  regarding  affairs  within  his  command. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Berkeley y  August  J2, 1S62 — Eventing, 

Mt  Dear  Commodore  :  Yoar  note  is  jast  received.  I  am  glad  that 
the  parties  who  fired  on  Franklin  were  not  on  the  north  side  of  the 
James.  My  parties  crossed  the  Chi(!kahominy  day  before  yesterday 
and  communicated  with  the  Williamsburg  cavalry  pickets,  who  report 
all  quiet  up  to  New  Kent  Cnurt-House. 

I  shall  have  occasion  to  communicate  with  General  Lee  to-morrow  or 
next  day,  and,  if  you  have  no  objection,  I  will  ask  him  whether  this 
practice  of  using  a  white  flag  to  entice  boats  under  fire  meets  with  his 
approval.  Please  allow  me  to  retain  Franklin's  letter  nntil  to-morrow, 
to  have  a  copy  made  of  it.  Much  obliged  for  the  two  gunboats.  My 
party  moves  tonight,  and  will  reach  its  destination,  should  no  acci- 

dent occur,  a  couple  of  hours  after  daylight. 
There  will  be  divine  service  here  to-morrow  at  11  a.  m.,  should  you 

wish  to  attend.  I  may  not  be  here  myself  at  the  time,  as  it  is  ])ossible 
that  1  may  bo  called  over  the  river  or  up  toward  Haxall's.  If  I  am  not 
here,  you  will  find  Oeneral  Marcy. 

I  have  not  a  word  from  Washington  to-night,  and  you  gave  me  the 
first  and  only  information  I  have  received  as  to  Burnside's  destination. 

Very  truly,  your  iriend, 
Geo.  B.  McOlellan, 

Major- GetieraL 
Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  Squadron. 

Letter  from  Brigadier- Oeneral  Marcy  ̂   U.  8.  Army,  to  Commodore  Wilkes  j 
U,  8.  Navy  J  regarding  the  abandonment  of  expedition  to  Malvern  Hill. 

Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  August  2, 1862. 
COM3IODORE:  In  consequence  of  a  failure  in  guides,  the  party  that 

was  started  for  Malvern  Hill  has  returned.  It  will  not  be  necessary, 
therefore,  for  you  to  send  the  gunboats  tomorrow  morning,  as  was  sug- 
gested. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
K.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  btaff. 

Commodore  C.  Wilkes, 
Commanding  Flotilla. 

Order  of  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  RodgerSj  U.  8. 
Navy  J  to  cover  landing  of  troops  at  Coggins  Point. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Off  Jordan^ s  Point,  August  2, 1862. 
Sir  :  You  will,  with  the  Tioga  and  other  vessels  of  the  flotilla  in  your 

immediate  vicinity,  cover  the  landing  of  our  troops,  which  is  about  to 
take  place  on  Coggins  point  immediately. 

Kespectfully,  etc.,  Charles  Wilkks, 
Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  W.  Bodgers, 

Commanding  8teamer  Ttoj;«,  Jamen  Riijcr  I'lotVUa, 
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Order  of  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  JTary,  to  Lieiitenant  Rodfiem,  U,  S. 
Navy,  regarding  position  of  vessels  in  James  River  FloiilUi. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Wachtjbett, 

Off  Jordan^s  Point,  James  Hiver,  August  ;',  tS62. 
Siel  You  will  keep  tlie  vessels  of  the  James  Uiver  Flotilla  in  the 

poaitious  they  have  occupied  during  the  day. 
Kespoctfulty,  eto., 

(JIIABLK8   WiLKBtl, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla, 
Lienteiiniit  Ooniinntidiiig  G,  W.  Bodgers, 

Commanding  Steamer  Tioija,  James  River  Flotilla. 

Letter  from  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S,  JVary,  to  the  Secniarij  of  the  Xary 
reijarding  scout  canoes. 

U.  8.  8.  Wachi'mett, 
Off  Jordan's  Point,  James  Rirer,  August  i',  1863. 

Sir:  The  boats  were  not  coiiatractedoD  tbediaieDsiousnauiedby  me, 
aud  are,  aa  I  reported  by  telegraph,  inadequate  for  any  Bervico,  aud 
particularly  that  for  which  I  desire  tliem. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obwUent  servant, 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla.  • 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrs;tari/  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 

Order  from  Lieutenant  Davenport,  U,  N.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Rey- 
nolds, U.  S,  Nani,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Philadelphia,  to  proceed  to 

Norfolk,  Va. 
U.  S.  S.  Hbtzbl, 

Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  August  3, 1863. 
81R :  Tou  will  proceed  forthwith  with  the  Hteamer  Philadelphia  ander 

your  command  to  Sorfolk,  Va,,  and  on  your  arrival  there  yoii  will  report 
to  Flag-Offlcer  L,  M.  Goldsborougli. 

I  am,  ̂ 'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H,  K.  Davenport, 

Lieutenant,  Comm^anding,  and  Nenior  Naval  Officer 
in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Acting  Master  SiLAs  Bbynolks, 
Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Philadelphia. 

Report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Wood,  V.  8.  Nary,  on  /Ac  sanit4iry  condition  of 
the  James  River  Flotilla. 

U.  S.  FLAGSHIP  iMiNNESOTA, 

Off  Norfolk,  Va.,  Augtut :.',  1863. 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 

the  2.'ld  ultimo,  directing  me  to  make  a  nietlicnl  and  sanitary  inspoctiou 
of  the  James  liivor  Flotilla,  I  a«cende<l  tliat  river  on  the  ̂ 'fth  ultimo, 
umj  ttpou  reporting  \q  Commodore  WUfeea  \i6  vromvtly  i)laced  ̂ t  my 
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disposal  the  steamer  Satellite^  in  wliich  I  visited  most  of  the  principal 
vessels  of  the  flotilla  and  conferred  with  the  commanding  and  medical 
officers  upon  the  subject  of  the  duty  intrusted  to  me. 

I  have  the  gratification  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  flotilla  was 
much  better  than  I  expected  to  flnd  it,  the  sick  list  of  the  day  being 
generally  small,  and  in  two  instances  there  were  none  sick  to  report; 
all  the  most  sick  had  been  sent  the  day  before  to  the  hospital  at  this 

place. 
The  prevailing  acute  diseases,  and  those  against  which  precautions 

are  most  necessary,  were  diarrhea,  dysentery,  typhoid  fever,  and  scurvy. 
The  flrst  three  of  these  diseases  may  be  expected  to  be  much  more 
prevalent  during  the  current  and  next  months. 

There  are  in  reality  no  suitable  accommodations  for  sick  on  board 
these  vessels,  and  both  on  account  of  the  sick  and  from  the  embarrass- 

ment they  cause  the  vessel  in  which  they  accumulate  they  should  be 
promptly  removed  to  the  hospital  accommodations  of  which  we  have 
command. 

There  are  frequent  and  abundant  opportunities  of  making  these 
transfers  by  means  of  the  daily  army  and  mail  steamers  leaving  Har- 

rison's Landing  (the  central  depot  and  point  of  communication  with 
the  squadron)  for  Old  Point;  there  being  also  at  least  twice  a  day  com- 

munication between  Old  Point  and  this  place.  But  it  is  necessary  that 
there  be  some  systematic  arrangement  by  which  these  means  of  com- 

munication should  be  made  available  for  the  sick,  otherwise  they  will 
accumulate  in  the  squadron. 

It  would  be  still  better  if  a  tug  or  small  steamer  could  be  sent  once 
or  twice  a  week,  as  occasion  requires,  with  the  sick,  directly  to  this 
place;  the  run  would  be  about  the  same  as  to  Old  Point,  and  the  annoy- 

ance of  a  double  transfer  avoided.  Commodore  Wilkes  suggested  the 
expediency  of  having  a  separate  hospital  for  his  flotilla  at  Newx>ort 
Kews,  at  the  mouth  of  the  James  Eiver.  Although  there  would  be 
some  advantages  in  it,  I  doubted  whether  they  would  compensate  for 
the  labor  and  expense  of  organizing  a  new  hospital  establishment, 
especially  as  the  necessity  will  be  terminated  by  a  few  weeks'  time. 

One  of  the  great  complaints  of  the  commanding  and  medical  officers 
was  the  want  of  fresh  provisions  and  vegetables.  Those  vessels  which 
have  been  in  the  river  longest  have  had  this  kind  of  diet  but  once  in 
nearly  three  months,  and  in  tbem  scurvy  is  beginning  to  make  its 
appearance.  The  facility  for  supplying  the  flotilla  with  such  articles  is 
all  that  can  be  desired,  and  I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  they  be 
furnished  at  least  twice  a  week.  Even  though  the  material  effect  of 

this  change  of  ration  might  not  be  certain,  the  moral  efl'ect  upon  men engaged  in  this  depressing  service  of  having  the  food  they  prefer 
would  be  of  a  sanitary  character.  If  this  arrangement  is  sanctioned, 
the  tug  which  would  come  twice  a  week  to  Old  Point  for  the  provision 
could  bring  the  sick  to  the  hospital  here. 

The  river  water  is  turbid  and  objectionable,  tending  to  produce 
diarrhea.  There  is  no  reason  for  its  use  being  continued.  I  &m 
informed  by  Chief  Engineer  Loring  that  any  of  the  steam  vessels  can 
condense  1,000  gallons  a  day  of  pure  water,  and  that  if  condensers  are 
wanting  to  any  of  the  vessels  they  are  now  on  hand  here  and  ready  to 
be  supplied.  Any  one  vessel  would  make  largely  more  than  her  own 
wants.  1  noticed  during  my  inspection  that  the  steamers  with  small 
crews  chartered  by  the  Government  get  all  the  water  they  need  simply 
by  a  drip  pipe  from  the  safety  valve. 

I  think  it  would  tend  to  the  health  of  the  floUU^  \ft  xaaJ*.^  ̂ K^i»x^^eir 
ments  for  an  abundant  supply  of  th\B  ̂ atet  \)k^  ̂   vVt\\^. 
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Experience  has  slinwii  tliat  ttiose  malarious  diseases  wtiich  are  moat 
iftueutial  in  the  uutumual  mouths  aru  iniicU  dtmiiiisLt^d  hy  tLe  use  [of| 

'ft prophylactic  tonic.  I  would  therelbre  advise  that  uutil  the  appear- 
ance of  frost  there  be  served  to  the  ship's  cnmpauieH  every  morniug 

before  breakfast,  <|uiniiie  in  wine  or  whisEty,  under  the  apportioumeut 
aud  direction  of  the  medical  olBcer  of  each  vesaeL 

Kvery  real  purjwse  would  be  met  by  the  quinine  alone,  but  the 
medium  would  n-nder  it  less  objectionable  to  the  seamen.  Upon  uiy 
return  to  Hampton  Boafls,  I  fouuil  there  twelve  vessels  of  the  mortar 
tieet,  which  had  recently  arrived  from  the  Mississippi,  and  upon  visit- 
injj;  the  fleet  I  ascertained  it  to  be  in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  In 
some  of  the  vessels  nearly  half  the  ship's  complement  was  prostrated 
by  disease;  two  men  had  just  died.  In  one  vessel  the  officers,  with  a 
considerate  humanity,  had  relinquished  the  ward  room  to  the  sick,  who 
were  lying  over  the  floor  of  the  apartment.  There  were  but  two  med- 

ical ofQcers  in  the  whole  fleet,  and  they,  unfortunately,  were  on  board 
the  same  vessel,  the  remainder  beJUf;  in  charge  of  ignuraut  st«)wards, 
and  were  generally  destitute  of  remedies.  Ux>ou  reporting  these  facta 
to  Admiral  Goldsborough  be  procured  a  special  steamer  for  the  purpose 
and  directed  the  sick,  103  cases,  to  be  brought  immediately  up  to  the 
uavnl  hospital  at  Portsmouth,  now  in  charge  of  the  Army. 
They  were  all  received  by  the  officers  in  charge  with  the  assurance 

that  they  would  do  the  best  for  them  they  could,  although  they  had  no 
accommodation  at  their  immediate  disposal  for  such  a  number.  It  is 
much  to  be  feared  that  the  wuuts  of  this  squadron  will  exceed  the  full 
eapiicity  of  the  naval  hospital.  Cases  coming  to  ua  singly  or  in  small 
Dumbers  are  still  sent  to  the  temporary  hospital  at  Fort  Norfolk. 

Enclosed  is  a  ropy  of  a  letter  from  Assistant  Surgeon  Spear,  which 
relates  to  the  matter  of  this  retiort. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm,  Maxwell  Wood, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Havy,  Watkin^on,  V.  C. 

[Enclnaun-I 

About  three  weeks  ago  remittent  fever  made  its  appearance.     Since 
that  time  I  have  had  seven  cases,  all  of  which  were  s]ieedily  cured  by 
ijuinine.    We  have  had  also  two  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  one  of  which  has 
recovered;  the  other  is  convalescent. 

Several  mild  cases  of  scurvy  have  recently  appeared.  The  persona 
attacked  are  contrabands  and  convalescent  patients.  The  crew  has 
not  been  regularly  supplied  with  fresh  provisions,  and  it  is  to  this  fact 

that  I  attribute  the  present  scorbutic  tendency  of  the  ship's  company. 
The  crew  is  served  wiih  rations  of  fresh  canned  beef,  but  it  is  not  gen- 

erally entcn.  The  men  also  dislike  the  mixed  desiccated  vej^etaldes 
aud  but  a  small  partof  the  ration  is  used  for  food.  The  canned  t^miutoes 
are  s]>ecia)ly  ̂ ood,  aud.  I  think,  one  of  our  very  best  (»>uveiiieut  lUiti- 
meorbutics.  This  vegetable,  as  furnished  in  the  paymaster's  stores, 
seems  to  retain  its  freshness  in  a  marked  degree.  It  is  my  opinion  if 
the  crew  were  more  plentifully  supplied  with  it,  when  it  is  impossible 
to  obtain  fresh  vegetat)Ies,  that  it  would  |be|  iiencticial.  I  have  recom- 

mended on  two  different  (Kn-asions  that  the  ship's  company  be  regu- 
larly supplied  witli  vegetables  and  fresh  beef,  but  as  yet  we  have  Dot 

-Received  a  sufBcient  quantity  to  have  any  good  eflect. 
J.  C.   SPEAB, 

ARsutanl  li^urgeoD. 
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Report  of  Lieute^iant  Rodgers^  U.  8.  Navyj  of  a  reconnoissance  up  a  creeks 
between  Golems  and  Coggins  Points^  and  enclosing  sketch  of  same. 

U.  S.  S.  Tioga, 

Off  Coggins  Pointy  James  River j  August  ,9, 1862. 
8iP/  The  force  lauded  by  the  army  yesterday,  not  finding  either  bridge 

or  ford  across  the  creek  between  Cole's  and  Coggins  points  for  a  mile 
and  a  half  along  the  bank,  J  sent  two  armed  boats  with  the  marines, 
under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Stanton,  up  the  creek  to-day  to  see  if 
there  was  any  means  of  crossing,  and  to  destroy  any  boats  they  might 
tind.  The  boats  returned  this  evening,  having  gone  to  the  head  of  tiie 
creek,  some  4  miles,  without  finding  either  bridge  or  ford.  The  banks 
are  generally  high  and  thickly  wooded;  there  are  three  wharves,  one 
with  a  railroad  track  upon  it.  There  are  about  7  or  8  feet  of  water  at 
the  mouth  of  the  creek,  and  10  to  12  all  the  way  up.  They  found  and 
destroyed  one  boat.  I  enclose  a  sketch  of  the  creek. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
G.    W.   EODGEBS, 

Lieutenanty  Commanding  U,  S>  8.  Tioga, 
Commodore  Chables  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

[EndoHore.] 

About  four  miles  from  the  mouth  to  tVie  irsvpct  >a^cwac>aft».. 



HBAUljrAIll'KRS  UBI'ABTHKKT, 
Suffolk,  A  uffUKt  3,  1802. 

On  Wwiiiesday  last  a  large  body  of  troops  au<i  about  1()0  caouon 
if  all  kiuds  left  Petersburg  lop  City  Point  and  down  tlie  James  Uiver, 
andertbecommandof  GeneralHill.  Three  of  tbese  cannon  weredrawu 

by  eigbt  horses,  with  farnaceit  for  heating  shot.  The  Mfrrimack  A'o.^S will  not  be  ready  for  service  for  several  weeks,  say  six.  The  boilers 
were  pnt  into  her  on  2(iUi  July,  and  they  are  now  w<»rking  on  the 

"machinery,  etj;.;  no  guns  in  her  yet. 
*■  |J.  K.  F.]  Mansfibld, 

ISrifiadier-Oewval,  Commanding. 
uuwloro  Charles  Wilkes, 

VomiHatuiiiig  .Jamex  River. 

r  from  Brigadier-Oeneral   Man/ifield,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore 
Witket,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  information  receired  of  C.  8.  S.  Merri- 

I  mack  Ko.  2,  and  enelotiny  sketch. 
Suffolk,  Va.,  Augu»t  3,  18li2. 

Dbab  8ie  :  Three  persons  have  just  passed  through  this  plao*  with 
their  wives  and  children  from  Richmond.  They  gave  me  the  informa- 
tdoQ  you  will  find  on  the  next  leaf.  They  also  informed  me  that  OD 
Wednesdny  last  a  large  force  with  about  100  guns,  under  (leneriU  Uill, 
passed  toward  Ci^  Point  and  down  the  James  Kiver.  Among  tlie 
guns  were  three  very  large  ones  drawn  by  eight  horses,  with  furnaues 
tor  heating  shot.  Yon,  of  course,  will  understand  their  object.  I  tele- 

gniphed  yon  to  the  same  eft'ect  today. I  believe  the  inforniatJou  I  now  give  you.    One  of  the  men  had 
worked  on  the  Merrimack  No.  2,  and  all  had  seen  her. 

Very  resiieetfully, 
.ToB.  K.  F.  Mansfield, 

Hrigadivr-Otmeral,  U.  iV.  Army. 
OomiDodore  Uhas.  Wilkks, 

Commanding,  U.  S.  Nary,.! amen  Uiver. 
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Six  guns,  2  engines,  2  boilers,  2  furnaces. 
The  boilers,  it  is  thought^  will  not  afford  sufficient  steam.  It  is  ex- 

pected she  will  be  in  readiness  for  service  in  six  weeks.  The  boilers 
were  put  in  on  the  26th  July,  and  they  are  now  putting  up  the  engine. 
I  have  not  drawn  the  smokestack,  as  it  was  not  up.  Her  guns  are  not 
yet  in.    She  has  a  proboscis  at  either  end,  just  under  water. 

They  are  laying  the  blocks  to  build  four  more,  for  which  the  boilers 
are  already  made.    I  could  not  obtain  her  draft  of  water. 

[J.  K.  F.]  Mansfield, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Suffolk,  Va.,  August  5, 1862. 

Letter  from  FUtg-Offlcer  Ool^sboroughy   U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major- General 
Dix,  U.  S.  Armj/y  in  relation  to  vessels  engaged  in  illegal  trading. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Ya.,  August  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  forward  to  you  herewith  a 
copy  of  instructions  received  by  me  from  the  Navy  Department  in 
relation  to  vessels  trading  with  the  Army  and  Navy.  Their  evident 
intention  is  to  prevent  all  such  trading  except  in  cases  where  permis- 

sion to  do  so  has  been  granted  by  either  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy 
Department.  May  I  suggest,  therefore,  that  no  passes  should  be  given 
to  trading  vessels  by  the  officers  under  your  authority  to  go  to  any  part 
of  either  the  James  or  York  Rivers  unless  those  vessels  be  provided 
with  the  permission  just  mentioned,  and  that  I  should  be  glad  if  the 
captains  of  ports,  provost-marshals,  and  others,  if  necessary,  were 
duly  required  to  aid  me  within  their  respective  fields  of  action  in  car- 

rying out  these  instructions. 
I  have  reason  \Jb  believe  that  vessels  under  our  own  flag,  and  per- 

haps even  some  of  those  to  which  due  permission  has  been  given  to 
trade  with  the  Army  and  Navy,  have  traded  with  the  enemy  at  differ- 

ent points  along  the  rivers,  and  furnished  his  individuals,  by  means  of 
boats  either  coming  off  from  the  shore  or  sent  there  by  arrangement, 
with  salt,  shoes,  quinine,  liquors,  etc.,  and  this,  I  am  sure  you  will 
agree  with  me,  should  be  prevented  by  every  means  in  our  power.  A 
rigid  examination  of  all  merchant  vessels  on  starting  from  Old  Point, 
and  also  on  their  arrival  up  the  river  betbre  breaking  bulk,  would  per- 

haps go  far  toward  accomplishing  the  object,  and  it  occui's  to  me  that 
if  the  Treasury  Department  would  detail  suitable  custom-house  officers 
for  the  purpose,  the  public  good  would  be  subserved.  If  this  idea 
should  strike  you  favorably,  a  mere  request  from  you  to  the  proper 
quarter  would,  I  am  satisfied,  be  all-sufficient  in  the  matter. 
With  every  sentiment  of  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient 

servant, 
L.   M.   GOLDSnOROUGH, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Major-General  John  A.  Dix, 
Commanding  Army  Corps,  etc.,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  , 



Lett^  from  Flag- Officer  Qoldghoruugh,  U.  8.  Nary,  to  the  Setretari/  of  the 
yavy,  regarding  torpedoes  for  defen»e  agaimtt  the  enemy's  ironclad*. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  August  4,  18fi:i. 

SiE:  If  Mr.  Calvin  Brown,  civil  engineer  in  the  Savy,  or  some  other 
person  eijnally  faTiiilinr  with  galvaDtc  batterieis,  could  be  sent  here  with 
a  few  of  them,  including  an  abundance  of  prepared  wires,  it  is  possible 
that  by  constructing  torpedoes  out  of  powder  tanks,  placing  them  at 
the  opening  of  the  barriers,  aud  firing  them  by  means  of  the  galvanic 
process,  serious  injury  might  be  inflicted  upon  an  ironclad  vessel  of  the 
enemy  escaping  from  the  Jaiues  Hiver  and  attempting  to  visit  tbU 
place.  I  know  Mr.  Brown  well,  and  should  have  great  confidence  ill 
bis  opinion  as  to  the  feasibility  of  such  a  scheme,  but  1  am  not  aware  of 
his  present  station.  Re  is  not  only  more  familiar  with  the  use  of  the 
galvanic  battery  than  any  person  of  my  acquaintauce.  but  he  is  also 
well  lU'quainted  with  the  waters,  etc.,  of  this  place. 

I  am  well  aware  that  experiments  against  an  enemy  with  torpedoes 
have  not  a.s  yet  afforded  any  very  decided  favorable  resnlts,  but  still 
they  may  jwrhapa  be  contrived  to  do  so;  and,  in  my  belief,  Mr.  Brown 
is  the  man  to  bring  the  thing  about  if  anyone  can. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.    M.   GOLDSBOBODQH, 

RearAdmiral,  Oomd^.  North  Attantir  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  QiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Narg,  WrMhini/toti,  D.  G. 

Hiliiirt  of  Lieutenant  Flusner,   U.  S.  Navy,  of  Movement*  of  oeaseU  in 
Ike  «0U7td«  of  North  Carolina,  and  affmra  in  that  vicinity. 

V.  S.  S.  OoaruoDoaB  I'eebv, 
I'lgmouth,  N.  €.,  August  4,  1S6^. 

My  Dkab  Daveni'OBT:  I  am  waiting  for  the  Ceres  to  tow  back  the 
Minnehaha. 

I  have  DO  boat  here  now,  but  mine.  The  Jiocku)ix)d  leaves  to-day  for 
Roanoke  Island,  to  take  down  8')me  prisoners  aud  to  get  our  mail. 

I  sent  yesterday  the  PuXnam,  Shawskecn,  and  Brtaker  up  thL-  Chowan 
to  frighten  the  rebels  and  to  pick  up  any  conscripts  who  might  wish  to 
enlist  iu  the  Army  or  ship  in  the  Xavy. 

1  went  up  Co  Williamston  again  two  or  three  days  since  with  the 

Loclwood  and  Shaicshevn  in'  company.  We  shelled  the  rebels  from 
about  Jamestown  [Jamesville]  aud  threw  some  shells  over  Williamston, 
where  we  were  informed  they  were  encamped.  I  think  no  further  barm 
was  done  th»n  to  scare  theiu. 

At  Williamston  I  lauded  with  about  one  hundred  men,  whom  1  placed 
under  the  command  of  Lientenaut  Lyou,  of  the  Fourth  Rhode  Island 
Volunteers,  ordnance  officer  at  Boanoke  Island,  who  was  with  ns  as  a 
volunteer.  We  saw  some  few  of  the  rebel  cavalry,  but  had  no  fight,  as 
they  skedaddled  on  our  approach. 

I  am  InfoFmed  that  the  rebels  are  building  at  Wilmingtou  two  formid- 
able ironclad  gunboats. 

I  send  you  with  this  the  resignation  of  Acting  Master  Frederick  J. 

Tboiaas.  His  loss  will  be  the  Navy's  gain.  Pray  forward  his  paper  as 
aooa  us  possible;  1  am  anxious  to  be  lid  o{  Viim. 
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There  is  some  cotton  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  which  I  designed  to 
seize,  but  it  has  been  bought  up  by  Union  men,  who  write  by  tliis  oppor- 

tunity to  Governor  Stanly  for  a  permit  to  ship. 
1  seized  some  days  since,  in  accordance  wfth  the  wish  of  the  Governor, 

1,100  bushels  of  corn  and  240  bushels  of  wheat  on  the  farm  of  Josiah 
Collins,  a  wealthy  secessionist  absentee.  I  turned  over  the.  grain  to 
the  superintendent  of  the  poor  at  Plymouth  for  distiibution. 

At  the  request  of  Captain  Eammell,  who  commands  here  ashore,  I 
sent  the  Shawsheen  to  Scuppernong  Kiver,  where  Captain  Woodward 
seized  twelve  horses  for  the  use  of  a  mounted  picket  fi*om  the  farms  of 
Josiah  Collins  and  Charles  Pettigrew.  The  horses  and  grain  were  both 
seized  before  we  had  seen  the  President's  proclamation  concerning  the contiscation  act. 

We  had  a  visit  from  our  cavalry  at  Washington  some  days  since.  I 
was  outside  the  pickets  when  they  arrived  and  was  pretty  ba<lly  scared. 

Colonel  Howard  was  kind  enough  tx)  send  me  up  a  horse,  which  I  ride 
nearly  every  day  to  the  improvement  of  my  health.  Kemembei  me  to 
Dr.  C.  and  others. 

Yours,  sincerely, 
C.  W.  Flussee. 

Lieutenant  H.  K.  Davenport, 
Senior  Officer  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Letter  from  General  McClellan^  U,  8.  Army^  to  Commodore  WilkeSj  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  withdraioal  of  gunboats  from  Malvern  Mill. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
August  4,  J86J2— 12:30  a.  m. 

Commodore  :  General  McGlelian  desires  me  to  say,  in  answer  to 
your  note  of  this  evening,  that  the  services  of  the  gunboats  in  cooper- 

ation with  the  army  will  not  be  immediately  required  at  Malvern  Hill. 
They  can  therefore  be  withdrawn.  The  general  will  inform  you  when 
they  will  be  again  required.  Copies  of  the  pa])ers  accompanying  your 
note  will  be  taken  for  future  reference.  The  originals  will  be  returned 
to  you  to-morrow. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Order  of  Lieutenant  Davenport^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant  Hopkins^  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  intercut  a  mail  boat. 

U.  S.  S.  Hetzbl, 
Off  New  Bernej  August  4, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  receive<l  information  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to- 
night to  land  a  rebel  mail  and  passengers  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the 

Neuse  Kiver.  You  will  forthwith  detail  a  boat  and  crew  (armed),  with 
orders  to  move  up  and  down  the  opposite  shore  all  night,  reli<>ved  Q.t 
regular  intervals,  and  stop  every  boat  tiiey  is^^  \ii<^ftX«   "^t^^x^^  ̂ ^^ 



inalie  any  arrest,  you  will  detain  tbem  at  all  hazards  and  eeud  tliein  to 
tne  io  tbe  niornuig. 

I  am,  very  reai)ectfally,  yotir  obedient  servant, 
H.  K.  Davenport, 

Lieutenant,  CommaHtling,  and  Senior  Naval  O^er. 
Lieat«Dant  Couimanding  Hopkins, 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter. 

(A  copy  of  the  above  delivered  in  Acting  Master  Wells,  Acting 
Lieatenant  Collionn,  and  Acting  Master  B.  11.  Porter.) 

Letter  from  the  Setrttari/  of  the  Nnpy  to  Commoiloi-e  Wilkes,  TJ.  8.  Nary, 
regarding  proposed  plunfor  the  capture  of  the  C,  S.  S.  Richmond. 

Navy  Department,  August  4,  Jfi63. 

Sir:  I  traiismil  bei-ewith  Ibr  your  information  a  copy  of  a  comma- 
nication  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  a  James  Eivor  corre- 

spondent proposing  a  plan  for  the  capture  of  tbe  rebel  gunboat  Rich- 
nwnrf  No.  2. 

Very  resiiectfully,  etc.,  * 
Gideon  Welles. 

Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 
Vowdg.  James  Biver  Flotilla.,  Old  roint  Comfort,  Va. 

Headqdabters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

In  camp  at  Barrisou^s  Landing,  Jame*  Ricer,  July  29, 1SB!L  i 
Dear  Sir:  I  do  not  apprehend  that  there  jh  any  immediate  danger 

firom  the  Merrimach  No.  3,  or  Richvwnd.,  but  of  course  we  ought  to  be 
prepared  for  her  reception  at  the  earliest  |K>ssibIe  moment-,  as  there  are, 
no  doubt,  peculiar  inducements  for  the  rebel  Government  to  get  her 
ont  as  soon  as  pritctlcable.  The  Teaser  may  have  been  sent  out  the 
otlier  day  merely  as  her  precursor — that  is,  to  feel  the  way  and  see 
what  could  be  done  in  that  line.  It  is  said  that  the  Richmond  is  aver; 
material  improvement  on  the  old  Merrimnck,  and  tltat  she  is  likely  to 
prove  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  our  gunboats  in  Bi>eed,  armament,  and 
invulnerability.  I  have  a  plau  to  giropose  by  which  she  can  be  easily 
run  ashore,  captured,  and  converted,  on  making  tier  appearance  out- 
side  of  the  range  of  Fort  Darling.  It  is  simply  to  have  two  of  our  gun- 

boats lashetl  together  (so  as  to  have  plenty  of  motive  i>ower),  with  a 
heavy,  springy,  timber  fork,  or  snare,  attached  to  them  thus: 

Let  a  single  gunl>oat  engage  the  Merrimack  as  soon  as  she  comes  ont 
of  the  range  of  Fort  Darling,  and  then  let  the  two  lashed  boats  come 

oat  of  ambuah,  or  otlierwiae,  aud  cou  uvon  her,  bringing  her,  either 
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end  foremost,  into  this  heavy,  elastic  timber  fork,  or  clamp,  and  push- 
ing her  ashore.  In  this  position  she  would  be  perfectly  harmless.  The 

end  shot  dealt  to  her  antagonist  would  pass  longitudinally  between 
them,  while  the  lateral  and  other  end  shots  would  be  without  any  effect 
whatever,  and  the  prize  could  be  disi>o8ed  of  at  leisure.  The  heavy 
timber  snare  or  clamp  should,  of  course,  be  elaborated  upon  in  reference 
to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  This  plan  addresses  itself  to  me 
as  the  simplest,  easiest,  speediest,  most  economical,  and  most  profitable, 
if  not  the  only  practicable  way,  of  disx)08ing  of  this  monster  when  she 
comes  out.  The  poorest  of  our  gunboats  might  engage  her,  while  the 
next  two  poorest  as  to  armament  and  invulnerability  might  be  lashed 
together  to  run  her  ashore,  leaving  our  best  boats  free  for  other  opera- 

tions.   ♦    ♦    * 
lilver  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

T.   S.    S.    [T.   S.   iSEYBOLTj. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  J).  C. 

Letter  from  T,  S.  Seyholt,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  regarding  Con- 
federate vessels  in  James  River, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
In  camp  at  Harrison'' s  Landing j  Sunday,  August  5,  186J2. 

Dear  Sir:  Important  additional  information  has  just  been  received 
here  in  regard  to  the  rebel  gunboat  fleet  that  is  soon  expected  to  com- 

mence operations  on  James  liiver.  This  information  is  obtained  from 
an  intelligent  young  seaman  named  Daniel  Merrill,  of  Long  Island, 
N.  Y.,  who  has  just  deserted  from  one  of  the  gunboats  (the  Rolla 
\Ral4iigh])  now  plying  as  a  dispatch  boat  between  Eichmond  and  Fort 
Darling,  and  is,  I  consider,  perfectly  reliable. 

He  states  that  there  is  now  a  fleet  of  six  rebel  gunboats  above  the 

obstructions  in  James  Eiver,  as  follows,   all  of  them  having  been  ' brought  up  from  Norfolk : 
The  Richmond,  formidable  ironclad,  not  quite  comi)leted,  4  guns. 
PatricJi  Uenry,  partially  ironclad,  4  guns. 
Hampton,  wooden,  2  guns. 
Nansemond,  wooden,  2  guns. 
Beaufort,  wooden,  1  gun;  laid  up,  repairing. 
Kolla  \Raleigh],  wooden,  1  gun;  running  as  dispatch  boat  in  place  of 

the  Jkaufort  between  Eichmond  and  Fort  Darling  daily. 
He  says  that  when  he  was  last  aboard  of  the  Richmond,  about  the 

16th  or  17th  of  July,  they  were  putting  up  her  machinery  and  had  just 
commenced  to  ironplate  her,  expecting  to  have  her  ready  for  action  in 
about  three  weeks  from  that  time.  That  it  was  the  intention  then  for 
the  entire  fleet  to  come  through  the  obstructions  and  endeavor  to  clear 
James  Eiver  of  Federal  craft,  having  Fort  Darling  for  a  retreat.  That 
to  this  end  they  were  hurrying  up  the  completion  of  the  Richmond  with 
all  possible  dispatch,  ample  materials  being  at  hand  for  that  purpose. 
He  says  that  the  sides  of  the  Richmond  are  5  feet  thick,  of  solid  oak, 
which  were  being  ironclad  with  three  layers  of  2  inch  wrought-iron 
])lates,  making  an  iron  armor  of  6  inches;  that  she  has  eight  iiortholes, 
but  is  intended  to  have  only  four  guns,  the  fore  and  aft  guns  command- 

ing three  portholes  each,  the  one  at  the  end  and  one  on  each  side^  wl\\\^ 

the  other  two  guns  command  the  two  middle  -^^WskS^ee*  QV!L^X^fc^^.^s»»^ 
N  W  B—VOL,  7   40 
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tUntstie  is  provided  witli  a,  most  formidable  iron  prow  or  ram;  that  a 
narrow  cbantit't  is  already  opened  tliniiit^h  the  obstructions  for  the  pas- 

sage of  small  tugboats;  and  that  it  is  iuteiided  to  widen  this,  at  the 
proper  time,  for  tlie  jiassage  of  the  Heet, 

1  hiive  no  doubt  but  that  the  construction  of  this  formidable  craft  is 
being  hurried  to  completion  with  all  jMisaible  dispatch,  and  that  the 
above  mentioned  fleet  will  oome  out  aa  soon  at*  practicable,  under  the 
protection  of  Fort.  Darling  as  their  retreat,  for  a  foray  against  our  ship- 
ping. 

It  will  DO  doubt  be  their  policy  not  to  fool  away  their  time  exchang- 
ing shots  with  our  gnuboats,  but  to  make  immediately  for  our  transportii 

and  exi>ose<l  land  forces,  and  do  all  the  damage  they  can  and  then  return 
to  Ihe  retreat  of  Fort  Darling  for  turtlier  observations.  The  aim  will 
no  doubt  be  to  make  the  foray  sudden  and  terrific,  and  there  is  no  ijaea- 
tion  but  that  such  a  policy,  well  carried  out,  would  be  extremely  dis- 

astrous t(f  our  army  here,  especially  if,  as  is  nut  unlikely,  the  rebel  land 
forces  should  simultaueonsly  crowd  down  ui>on  us  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  principally  with  artillery  on  the  south  side.  May  this  not  be  the 
rebel  plau  for  the  destruction  of  our  army  on  .Tames  Ifiver,  as  soon  aa 
the  Richmond  is  completed!  If  it  is  practicable,  they  are  desperate 
enough  to  adopt  it,  and  what  is  there  to  hinder  it  from  being  pructi- 
ciiUlef  At  least,  what  is  there  to  risk  in  attempting  it!  If  they  are 
an  successful,  their  army  has  only  to  fall  bauk  to  Richmond  and  their 
gunboatato  the  retreitt  of  Fort  I>arling,  while  it  must  be  confessed  that 
the  prospects  of  an  entire  success  would  be  very  lialtering. 

I  beg  leave  to  again  urge  npon  the  Administration  the  plan  for  the 
quiet,  easy,  and  immediate  capture  of  these  rebel  gunboats,  as  soon  as 
they  come  out,  that  I  have  already  suggested  in  the  case  of  the  Rwk- 
mottd.  Considering  this  the  only  safe  and  entirely  practicable  plan  for 
the  ]irevention  of  all  mischief,  I  will  repeat  it,  as  modified  by  the  change 
ofeircumstauces. 

It  is,  then,  simply  to  select  at  least  a  dozen  of  our  fleetest  gunboats 
and  lash  them  together  in  pairs.  To  each  pair  let  there  be  attached, 
projecting  forward,  a  heavy,  elastic  timber  clamp,  or  suare,  thus: 

(Please  excuse  roughness  and  disproportion,  and  supply  <leficiencies 
by  imaginatiou.) 

I^et  these  pairs  of  gunboats,  thus  lashed  and  equipped,  lie  in  wait 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  ns  near  Fort  Darling  as  practicable,  and 
when  these  rebel  cralts  make  their  appearance  dash  out  at  them,  and 
rnn  upon  them,  bringing  either  end  foremost  into  this  elastic  timber 
clamp,  01'  snare,  and  then  pushing  them  ashore  and  holding  them  thereto 
be  dis|)osc-d  of  nt  leisure,  either  by  boarding  them  or  in  any  other  way 
that  the  circum8t.ince.s  of  the  case  may  suggest.  In  this  position  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  their  niiots  moHt  be  entirely  harmless,  and  it  is  only 
uecessary  to  have  enough  spars  or  shafts  in  the  prqjectiDg  clamp,  or 
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snare,  to  ensure  their  not  all  being  shot  away  by  the  lateral  fire  of  the 
captured  vessel.  My  idea  of  what  this  clamp  or  snare  isliould  be,  is 
that  one  side  of  it,  for  instance,  should  be  something  on  the  principle 
of  a  section  of  three  or  four  fingers  of  a  common  grain  cradle,  with  an 
enlargement  and  elaboration  commensurate  with  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  I  flatter  myself  that  if  I  could  be  associated  a  little  while 
with  a  good  ship  carpenter  at  the  Norfolk  or  Washington  navy  yard, 
we  could  very  soon  get  up  something  that  would  answer  the  purpose 
to  perfection.  In  fact,  impromptu  clamps  or  snares  that  would  no 
doubt  answer  every  requisite  purpose  could  be  made  by  the  crews  of 
the  boats  on  the  spot  at  the  nearest  shore,  by  lashing  small  trimmed 
trees  to  their  boats,  in  the  shape  of  a  fork  or  snare,  as  above  indicated. 
Under  the  urgent  circumstances  of  the  case,  this  would  no  doubt  be 
the  best  way  for  at  least  an  immediate  outfit  of  the  kind,  while  a  more 
elaborate  and  finished  one  might  be  preparing  at  some  navy  yard,  if 
thought  necessary. 

I  think  that  this  simple  precaution  is  the  only  thing  that  can  save 
the  army  on  James  Eiver  from  an  early  disastrous  onslaught,  unless 
we  immediately  force  a  connection  with  Pope,  on  the  Fredericksburg 
base,  according  to  the  plan  that  I  have  heretofore  submitted,  flust  as 
sure  as  we  undertake  to  cross  James  JRiver  here,  the  rebel  fleet  and 
land  forces  will  be  upon  us,  if  not  before,  and  create  a  consternation 
that  can  hardly  fail  to  be  disastrous.  If  we  undertake  to  evacuate 
James  Eiver,  we  will  have  to  run  the  gantlet  of  a  thousand  impromptu 
battenes,  planted  on  both  shores.  The  moral  eflect  of  the  ̂ ^  hue  and 
cry"  thus  raised  would,  of  itself,  be  in  a  great  measure  disastrous. 
The  only  safe  course  left  for  us,  then,  that  I  can  see,  is  either  to  imme- 

diately force  a  connection  with  Pope,  on  the  Fredericksburg  base,  in  the 
manner  I  have  proposed,  or  prepare  for  the  capture  of  the  rebel  gun- 

boats in  the  simple  and  easy  manner  that  I  have  suggested,  so  that  we 
can  safely  remain  where  we  are  until  some  other  programme  is  inaug- 
urated. 

Ever  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 
T.  S.  S.  [T.  S.  Seybolt], 

Secret  Service  Corpsj  Army  of  the  Fotomac. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wa^ihUigUrn,  1),  C. 

Letter  froni  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  to  fta^-officers  commatiding  block- 
ading squadrons  J  enclosing  extracts  from  dispatches  from  U.  S.  consuls 

abroad. 

Navy  Depabtment,  August  4, 186J2. 

Sib:  Extracts  from  the  following-mentioned  dispatches  relative  to 
suspicious  vessels  loading  and  fitting  out  in  Europe  are  herewith  trans- 

mitted, viz : 

Dispatch  of  July  14,  consul  at  Cardifl',  concerning  the  Marathon. Dispatches  of  July  12  and  14,  consul  at  Hamburg,  concerning  steamer 
SylpK  with  description  of  that  vessel. 

Dispatch  of  July  18,  consul  at  London,  concerning  steamer  Alice  and 
bark  Agrippina. 

Dispatch  of  July  18,  consul  at  Liverx)ool,  concerning  steamers  Gladi- 
ator j  Jiittemy  Ajax^  ships  Stamboul  and  Sola^  and  a  amQilL^^^^ii^'s\»s^s^K^ 
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;  also  relative  to  the  Laird's  gunboat,  and  to  two  ironclud  rams 
jud  to  be  ill  the  ctmrao  of  constmctioii  by  the  Lairds  for  the  rebels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
Gideon  Welles. 

iFlag-Officer  Jamem  L.  LAnnnER,  etu. 
I  Eear-Admipal  L.  M.  OoLuanoBOUGe,  ot«. 
iKear-Admiral  D.  H.  Farbagut,  etc. 
I  Bear- Admiral  aiMi..  F.  Du  Pont,  eto. 

I  From  diBpatch  of  consul  at  Oardiff,  dated  .Inly  14,  1862: 

V.  8hi|>  has  .just  left  this  port  for  Nassau  under  very  suspicions  circnm- 
SanceH,  the  Maratltim,  Captain  Patten.    A  few  daya  after  she  arrived  I 
eiit  a  note  to  the  captain  for  his  papers,  but  got  no  reply.     Ilia  broker 

■was  S.  A.  Jenkins,  formerly  f.  S.  cousular  a^ent  here,  but  he  has  proved 
an  unprincipled  man,  and  I  could  get  nothing  from  liiin.    But  I  learn 
the  ship  is  owned  by  one  (lodfrey,  of  Mobile,  and  that  she  lias  been 
transferred  iu  some  way  to  British  owners,  and  will  go  under  Ilritiali 
colors  till  it  may  suit  her  convenience  to  change  tbeni.    I  hope  she  will  be 
looked  alter  and  remembered. 

From  dispat(!li  of  ronsnl  sit  Hamburg,  dated  .Inly  V2, 18(>2: 

The  steamer  Sj/lph,  mentioned  iu  my  dispatches  Sos.  HI  and  113,  is 
still  loading  here. 

The  following  eontrabaud  articles  have  been  put  aboard  of  her:  400 
boxes  of  until letl  bombshells ;  4  heavy  iron  batteries  complete ;  800  boxes 
of  mnaketii  or  rifles. 

From  dispatch  of  eniue,  dated  July  14, 1862: 

Tbe  Si/lplt  is  still  here  loading,  and  up  to  this  date  1,133  boxes  of 
mnskets  have  been  put  aboard,  and  (i  cases  Minii^  rifles  (marked  and 
numbered  as  stated  in  dis2>atch  112);  also  fom*  batteries  of  brass 
tt-iH>nuders  instead  of  heavy  iron,  as  was  stated  in  my  dispatch  112; 
also  one  battery  of  howitzers. 
A  very  large,  fast  steamer  is  expected  here  in  a  few  days  in  the 

interest  of  the  rebels. 

From  dispatch  of  consul  at  Ivondon  (No.  iS),  dated  Jaly  18,  IWi^: 

I  learn  that  the  steamej'  A!kv  is  daily  I'xpccted  at  Bremen 
ith  very  important  dispatches  from  the  rebel  Government,  an'l  to  take 
Iward  sixty  pieces  of  field  artillery.    From  thence  she  will  go  to 

>tterdam  to  complete  her  cargo,  including  some  passengers,  and  then 
proceed  to  Boca  Obica,  Mexico. 

Kitles  in  considerable  tpiantities  have  been  sent  this  week  from  here 
to  Liverpool.  Three  hundred  cases,  with  twenty  iu  a  case,  have  gone 
dowu  within  three  days,  Mr.  Dudley  is  kept  informed  of  thejie  move- 

ments. He  has  also  intorined  nie  of  a  number  of  ciises,  which  he  »ays 
contain  cannon  and  shells,  and  which  have  been  sent  here  fVom  Liver- 

pool. These  cases  are  to  go  ou  board,  according  to  present  informa- 
tion, the  sailing  bark  Ai/rijipina,  but  on  this  point  I  hope  to  be  better 

informed  iu  a  few  days,    "     •     • 
Prom  dispatch  (9^)  of  consul  at  LivenKxd,  dated  July  18,  18W2: 

8iuce  my  oommunication  (No.  !K))  the  gunboat  liOO,  Laird'H,  has  been 
/a  trhat  is  known  as  the  Great  l''lat  [Float|  at  Birkenheiul,  and  taken 

///  ulH>at  500  tons  of  coal.    Her  provisions  av«  »V\  ouXwaxi. 
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MesBrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  during  the  present  week,  have  sent 
by  rail  to  London  some  fifty  boxes  of  cannon  and  shells,  which  I  have 
no  doubt  are  intended  for  the  rebels,  and  are  to  be  shipped  from  some 
port  in  that  vicinity.  I  have  given  notice  of  this  shipment  to  our  con- 

sul at  that  ])lace. 
M  G.  Klingender  has  shipped  150  cases  of  rifles  on  the  Gladiator ,  the 

steamer  now  taking  on  the  cargo  of  the  Julia  Usher,  referred  to  in  ̂ o. 
89.  This  steamer  will  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  at  Charleston.  Her 
cargo  will  be  a  very  valuable  one. 

A  sailing  vessel  called  the  IStamhoul,  of  130  tons  burden,  commanded 
by  W.  Graham,  has  entered  to  load  for  Nassau.  Iler  consignors  are 
Strong,  Keid  &  Co.  Her  cargo  is  no  doubt  intended  for  the  rebels,  but 
I  do  not  think  she  will  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  Will  send  a 
description  in  my  next. 
A  small  vessel  of  89  tons  burden,  commanded  by  H.  Thompson, 

called  the  Minnie,  entered  yesterday  to  load  for  Nassau.  Her  con- 
signors are  William  H.  Fisher  &  Co.  If  slie  sees  a  good  chance,  will 

attempt  run  the  blockade.    Will  send  a  description  of  this  vessel. 
The  ship  Sola,  a  Spanish  vessel,  which  cleared  from  this  port  for 

Havana  on  the  7th  instant,  took  10  tons  of  gunpowder  intended  for  the 
rebels.    It  was  shipped  by  J.  V,  Harding;  is  in  half  barrels  (400)  and 
marked  G.  U.I.  Much  of  her  cargo,  as  of  all  the  other  vessels  now  sail- 

ing from  here  to  Havana,  is  intended  for  the  Southern  States.  I  am 
not  advised  of  anything  which  indicates  an  intention  of  this  vessel  to 
run  the  blockade. 

The  Lairds  have  commenced  the  construction  of  two  steam  vessels  at 
their  yuid  at  Birkenhead.  I  am  told  they  are  to  be  iron,  or  ironclad, 
and  are  in  the  nature  of  rams.  From  the  source  that  the  information 
comes  I  can  have  no  doubt  about  its  correctness.  I  have  not  got  any 
of  the  particulars  fiirther  than  that  they  are  to  be  completed  with  the 
greatest  dispatch. 
Two  steamers  cleared  from  here  to-day,  which  I  think  have  been 

taken  up  by  the  Southern  agents  to  run  the  blockade.  One  is  called 
the  Bittern,  of  451  tons  burden,  commanded  by  T.  Perry;  Laird, 
Fletcher&  Co.,  consignors;  cleared  for  Ilotterdam.  The  other,  the  Ajax, 
of  684  tons  burden,  commanded  by  L.  Hunter;  Strong,  Keid  &  Co., 
consignors;  cleared  in  ballast  for  Leghorn  via  Cardiff.    I  have  written 
to  our  consuls  at  these  i)orts  about  them. 
•  •  •  #  •  *  • 

[Telof^runi.] 

FOET  Monroe,  August  5, 1862 — 1  a.  m. 
1  have  had  submitted  to  me  the  orders  sent  to  General  McClellan, 

and  1  must  say  1  never  was  more  astonished  than  at  their  contents. 
The  withdrawal  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  would  be  the  most  sui- 

cidal act  that  any  administration  coukl  commit,  and  be  attended  with 
every  disaster  that  could  befall  our  Army,  causing  its  utter  demorali- 

zation and  tot>al  destruction,  and  the  wiiste  of  all  its  vast  equipage,  and 
1  must  say,  if  anything  can,  would  entirely  ruin  the  Union  cause  by  its 
entire  destruction.  I  can  now  speak  advisedly  upon  its  position  and 
that  of  the  naval  force  which  I  comniiind.  My  standpoint  of  view  is 
different  from  that  of  any  other  person  in  the  country,  and  although  I 
have  not  venture,  as  others,  to  express  the  opinions  I  entertain,  I 
deem  it  imperative  in  me  now  to  state  what  they  ar^. 

The  naval  force  has  now  under  \ta  cow\»to\  \X\^  «vsL\r^^  o?^  ̂ ^^  ̂ ^^^vi«^ 

and  I  indulge  in  no  fears  of  keeping  it  euWiA^  i^^  ̂ ^^>s^  w.^  ̂ ^^^»^ 
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J  in  pediment.  The  force  1  have  is  not  entirely  safGcient  to  begin  active 
operations,  but  the  monieut  I  receive  the  additional  vessels  the  Depart- 

ment is  to  supply  me  I  am  ready  for  active,  offensive  o|)erationB;  and 
with  the  aid  of  the  army  on  the  north  bank  of  the  James  Kiver  I  have 
tio  doubt  that  Richmond  tan  be  taken.  It  may  require  hard  knocks, 
but  sucreaa,  I  think,  la  finally  certain.  When  Fort  Darling  is  takeiit 
the  way  will  be  open,  and  a  combiued  attack  from  the  north  shore  by 
tht-  army,  ami  naval  forces  it  will  be  difficult,  nay  impossible,  to  resist. 
My  information  relative  to  the  difhtailtiea  to  he  encountered  is  consist- 

ent and,  I  think,  trustworthy,  and  my  officers  and  men  are  all  in  spirits 
and  full  of  energy  to  undertake  their  part  of  the  service.  An  abandon- 

ment of  the  anny  position  would  have  a  great  eftect  to  destroy  the  ani- 
mus of  the  whole  fleet.  The  aid  1  could  give  General  McClellan  in  a 

retrograde  movement  would  be  comparatively  trifling,  and  I  have  no 
transportation  to  olfer. 

The  situation  of  the  army  is  secure  under  any  event.  Ita  position 
now  is  strong.  The  severiil  corps  are  again  reoatabltshed,  and  all  are 
iu  excellent  spirits  for  the  coming  campaign  and  the  investmeut  and 
taking  of  Uichmond.  My  information  is  that  the  enemy  are  coneen- 
trating  their  forces  near  and  around  Petersburg,  and  there  has  been  a 
greiit  withdrawal  of  troops  from  Richmond.  I  think  the  general  impres- 

sion amoug  the  rebels  is  that  it  is  McClellan*a  intention  to  throw  his 
force  across  the  river,  and  while  they  are  under  this  delusion  the  true 
movement  may  be  made  on  Kicbmond  along  the  north  bank  of  the  James 
River  as  soon  as  the  communication  by  railroad  is  destroyed,  which  it  is 
my  intention  to  effect;  and  had  1  been  fnrnished  with  the  scout  canoes 
to  enable  me  to  reach  them  by  the  creeks,  the  bridges  and  railroads 
would  hiive  been  ere  this  broken  up  and  destroyed.  I  expressed  to  you 
my  woeful  disapjioiDtment  when  1  saw  the  character  of  the  boats  sent 
me,  I  shidl  say  nothing  further  on  this  at  present,  but  it  will  readily 
be  seen  on  the  inspection  of  the  map  how  completely  this  would  operate 
to  prevent  the  enemy's  forces  from  returning  to  support  those  in  ftioh- 
moud.  A,  combined  movement  by  General  Pope  with  concentrated 
forces  and  General  McGlellati  at  the  same  time  would  effect  this  much- 
de-tired  otfject,  I  have  no  doubt,  supported,  as  the  latter  wonld  be,  by 
the  naval  force  under  my  command,  acting  in  liarmoaiona  cooperation. 
Thus  much  for  the  onward  progress.  Now  let  me  consider  the  retreat 
and  abaudonmeut  of  the  position.  In  the  first  place,  an  entire  demor- 

alisation of  the  troops  and  their  officers  would  take  place.  There  is  no 
transport atin I L  adequate  to  the  move,  and  all  the  splendid  equipage, 
gathered  at  a  vast  expense,  would  necessarily  have  to  be  deatroyed  to 
prevent  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  as  soon  as  the  rebels 
discovered  this  intention  the  whole  rear  guard  of  this  army  would  be 
sacriticed,  if  not  captured,  and  an  entire  disgrace  fall  upon  the  Union 
cause,  !ind  well  it  might  be  said  this  great  cause  had  been  deserted. 
As  to  the  time  it  would  take,  is  another  consideration,  and  this  could 
not  be  less  than  five  orsix  weeks,  at  theleast,  if  it  were  done  by  water, 
and  the  rebels,  apprised  of  the  movement,  would  rush  to  the  banks  of 
the  James  Kiver  and  caasc  such  annoyances  as  would  make  even  that 
route  very  precarious,  and  a  series  of  attacks  on  our  part  necessary  to 
destroy  their  batteries  which  would  be  fiilly  equal  to  what  is  to  be 
encountered  tow!\rd  Richmond.  Another  course  is  the  only  one  pos- 

sible, in  my  \-iew,  and  that  is  a  retreat  by  land.  The  Chlckahominy 
and  all  its  sml  details  of  battle  again  fought  over,  and  by  the  time  the 
army  reached  its  transports  at  Fort  Monroe,  or  higher  up,  its  morale, 
spirits,  and  energy  would  be  entirely  pone,  and  instead  of  being  able  to 
reeiiforce  jourj  other  army  iu  the  Held  by  the  Rappahannock  it  would 
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have  wasted  itself  away.  Indeed,  it  would  be  a  sad  beacon  for  the  coun- 
try and  its  armies  to  mourn  over  and  to  raise  the  hopes  and  strength  of 

the  rebels;  be  the  greatest  blow  that  the  Union  cause  has  ever  felt.  I 
trust  in  God  this  direful  act  will  not  be  carried  out.  Our  noble  cause 
will  be  ruined  if  it  is;  and  that  we  may  be  left  here  to  wend  our  way  to 
Eichmond,  General  McGlellau  is  confident  as  I  am  in  the  result,  the 
capture  of  the  rebel  capital,  and  of  maintaining  the  honor,  safety,  and 
glory  of  the  Union  and  its  Army.  I  pray  you  lay  these  views  before  the 
President,  with  a  hopeful  wish  on  my  part  that  they  will  be  impressed 
on  his  mind  as  forcibly  as  they  are  on  mine.  Tiiithful  and  conscien- 

tious I  know  them  to  be,  and  a  firm  conviction  on  my  part,  as  well  as 
General  McGlellan's,  of  the  disasters  which  must  follow  in  the  one  case 
and  a  glorious  termination  in  the  other. 

Eespectfully, 
Commodore  Wllkes. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy* 

[Telej^ram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  August  5, 1862. 
(Received  at  Washington  12 :  20  p.  m.) 

Sir:  I  am  greatly  in  want  of  the  services  of  the  Maratanzuj  one  of 
the  squadron,  which  vessel  the  Department  directed  me  to  send  to 
Baltimore.  Her  delay  in  returning  is  unaccountable  to  me.  It  is  now 
some  ten  days  since  she  left  this,  and  three  days  ought  to  have  com- 

pleted the  repairs  to  her  rudder.  The  tugboat  which  1  was  informed 
would  be  sent  me  has  not  made  her  appearance,  and  I  am  obliged  to 
resort  to  borrowing  one,  two,  and  three  at  times  from  the  Quartermas- 

ter-General. The  Department  must  recollect  that  1  have  now  the 
whole  charge  of  the  transports  on  the  river,  and  was  necessitated  to 
assume  it  to  establish  the  proper  regulation  of  their  coming  and  going, 
as  well  as  their  safety  while  lying  at  anchor  on  the  river.  The  plan  I 
have  adopted  works  well,  but  I  need  the  aid  of  tugs  to  carry  this  serv- 

ice and  the  aid  necessary  to  the  squadron ;  one  or  the  other  of  the 
latter,  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  pilots,  is  on  shore  every  day  and 
needs  the  aid  asked  for.  The  Southfield  took  the  ground  near  City 
Point  when  their  batteries  opened  upon  her,  but  she  soon  silenced 
them.  I  came  down  here  in  the  Delaware^  which  vessel  was  run  into 
and  her  wheel  boxes  much  damaged.  I  left  the  squadron  all  well  yes- 

terday at  3:30  o'clock,  and  met  the  fresh  provisions  on  the  way  up  in 
the  Mount  Washington.  It  will  be  a  godsend  to  the  fleet  and  those 
who  are  suffering  from  incipient  scurvy. 

Very  respectfully, 
Charles  Wilkes. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Na/vy. 

Report  of  FUig- Officer  Goldsborough^  U.  S.  Navy^  of  arrival  at  Norfolk^ 
Fa.,  of  U.  S.  S.  Philadelphia. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk^  Va.j  August  5, 186J2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  XT.  S.  S. 
Philadelphia  arrived  here  this  morning  from  the  sounds  of  North  Caro- 
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lina.  iHid  will  proceed  to  Bnltinioro  to-morrow  uioruiiig  tu  receive  Uc 

new  piston  rod.  etc.    •    •    ■ 
1  am,  very  re-spec linlly,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  (iOLDSBOBorau, 

Rear-AdmimI,  Comdg.  A'or/A  Attanlic  Blockading  Squadron. 
lloii.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretiiry  of  the  Nftry.  H'as/n'jM/fow,  I).  C, 

Onl<r  nf  JArutenant  Bnvenporl,  IT.  H.  Navy,  to  Acting  Maalfr  Porte 

U.  S.  yavif,  wtnmanding   U.  A".  S.  JCllin,  to  report  to  General  Fotter, 
U.  8.  Army,  for  reconiiomanee  up  tlie  Neuae  hirer, 

CouHdential.l  U.  S.  S.  Hrtzel, 
Of  Xoc  Rime,  N.  C,  AvgmtJi,  1S62. 

Sib:  General  Foster  informs  me  tiiat  hointeiids  makin^iarecounois- 
sauee  up  the  l^eime  Kiver  and  reijuests  that  one  of  tlie  ganboats  under 
luy  cominaud  may  bo  allowed  to  accompany  the  expedition. 
Aa  your  vessel  drawa  less  water  than  any  other  now  here,  I  have 

couL-luded  to  let  you  go,  and  you  will  report  ua  early  aa  practicable  to 
the  general  for  iuloruiiLtion  iia  to  details,  etc. 

I      The  general  will  furniHh  you  with  a  pilot,  who  is  well  acr|U)iinted  with 

[■  the  channel.     Vou  will  take  great  (!are  that  you  do  not  get  aground. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Daveni'oht, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer. 

Aitiufi  Master  B.  H,  Pobteb, 
Covimanding  IT.  S.  S.  EUin. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Commodore  Willcrs,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  mortar  veaneln  at  Hampton  Roads  and  contrabands /or  oretce 
of  eensele. 

Navy  Department,  Auj/iiHS,  iStfA 
Sir  :  You  wilt  retain  the  mortar  vessels  iu  Flamptou  Koads  until  they 

ore  iu  efficieut  condition.     Send  to  Baltimore  for  repairs  only  those 
that  absolutely  need  it. 

You  will  Jill  up  the  crews  with  contrabands  obtained  from  Major- 
General  Di\,  a.s  there  is  not  an  available  sailor  North.    Commander 
Porter  is  too  unwell  -it  present,  but  will  join  in  a  few  days. 

I  am,  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servant, C.JUEON  Wellks, 
Coniuiodore  Charles  Wilkes, 

Covimanding  James  Hirer  Flotilla. 

wrt  of  Acting  Master  (Uddingii,    U.  S.   yart/,  commanding  U.  &  8. 
Henry  Urinker,  of  reconnoissancc  up  the  Btackwatcr  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brikkee, 
Choican  River,  August  n,  1863. 

8iB:  Iu  obedience  to  yonr  orders  of  yesterday  morning,  to  proceed 
up  the  Chowau  Uiver  on  a  reoonuoissiince,  through  a  misunderstanding 
on  my  part  of  your  instructions  I  proceeded  up  the  Bhu^kwater  River 
/lome  tlistiinri'  to  n  laiuiing,  name  utikuuwn,  where  I  learned  that  a  body 

o/' our  cavalry  had  rcceiitiy  passed,  proctjevUw^  uvWia^ww,    \ia.NVtt% 
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been  informed  that  the  commander  wished  to  communicate  with  a  gun- 
boat, and  that  he  had  gone  to  Frankiin,  I  proceeded  up  the  river  to 

that  point,  but  failed  to  meet  him.  After  setting  fire  to  a  steamer 
partially  sunkeu,  I  returned  down  the  river,  coming  to  an  anchor  near 
Winton  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.  I  saw  no  sigus  of  the  eueuiy  in  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jno.  E.  GiDDiNas, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding, 
Acting  Master  Hotchkiss, 

Commanding  U,  8.  S.  Putnam  and  Senior  Officer. 

Letter  from  Master  Machinist  Davids  to  Flag- Officer  Qoldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  Confederate  steamer  Merrimack  No.  2  {Richmond). 

Navy  Shops,  Fortress  Monroe,  August  6, 1862. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter*  which  I  some  days  ago 

addressed  to  Engineer  in  Chief  B.  F.  Isherwood,  U.  8.  JS^avy,  for  the purpose  of  hinting  to  him  that  T  was  convinced  that  the  rebel  steamer 
Merrimack  was  a  very  formidable  war  vessel,  and  that  1  believed  our 
Government  could,  with  its  superior  facilities  for  constructing  ironclad 
vessels,  greatly  improve  upon  the  entire  plan  or  arrangement  of  the 
rebel  vessel,  and  thuswise  produce  a  most  formidable  vessel. 

The  above,  together  with  the  copy  of  letter  referred  to,  will  convince 
you  that  I  can  not  abandon  the  idea  that  great  results  may  yet  result 
from  building  vessels  on  this  plan.  This  fact  will,  1  hope,  be  a  suffi- 

cient apology  for  my  troubling  you  with  the  following  information, 
which  has  privately  just  come  under  my  notice,  viz:  Mr.  Peter  Hull, 
architect  and  builder  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  has  in  his  possession  complete 
sets  of  drawing  and  paintings  of  the  rebel  steamer  Merrimack,  and  has 
not  less  than  one  complete  working  model  of  the  same,  and  may  have 
the  model  of  the  rebel  ironclads  now  at  Richmond.  On  his  premises, 
I  think,  will  now  be  found  a  model  made  for  the  rebel  Government.  If 
found,  this  vessel  or  model  will  show  everything  in  detail.  He  has 
made  for  the  rebel  Government  models  for  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  other 
ports  South,  and  is  now  at  work  on  models  for  the  English,  Austrian^ 
and  other  foreign  (lovernments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, G.  B.  Davids, 
Master  Machinist  to  Squadron. 

Hear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsboeough,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Please  let  the  source  of  this  information  remain  unknown. 

Report  of  Commander  Woodhull,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  transport  fleet 
lying  near  Jamestoicn,  Va. 

U.  S.  8.  Cimarron, 
Jamestown,  July  \ August]  7, 1862. 

Sir:  Accompanying  this  1  send  you  a  complete  listt  of  all  the  trans- 
port tieet  lying  near  this  anchorage.  I  gave  to  each  the  order  you 

directed,  *^to  proceed  whenever  the  wind  is  favorable  uv>  tUvi  ̂ xNss^^'ii;:^^^ 

•Not  found.    See  letter  to  Wilkes,  pp.  ̂ ^,^^.  \^o\» l^visxJJ^. 



bt  todeppiid  ou  a  tow."  Tlie  answer  invariably  was:  "We  are  under 
_5i6  orders  of  the  Couimiasjiry  Department,  Our  veaaels  are  uninsured; 

if  we  proceetl  np  tbe  river  witbout  pilot,  tow.  or  convoy,  and  if  any- 
thing should  happen  whereby  our  vessels  are  loat  or  injured,  where 

will  the  responsibility  lie!" 
Under  tlie  circumstances  I  have  not  enforced  the  order,  preferring 

tu  make  yon  at^quainted  with  these  facts  and  await  your  further  orders. 
There  is  an  officer  of  Commissary  Department  of  the  Army  constantly 
present  and  has  charge  of  all  the  transports  arriving  at  tliia  pla«e,  and 
I  understand  directs  what  vessels,  according  to  cargo,  shall  proceed  or 
remain  at  anchorage. 

Will  you  please  let  me  know  your  farther  wishes,  as  I  would  most 
assuredly  enforce  them  to  the  letter. 

Eesj>ectfully,  etc.. 
M.   WOODHULL, 

Cfimmander,  V,  8.  Navg, 
Uoinmodure  (JnAitLES  Wilkes, 

Commanrling  Jamex  Rivrr  FhttlUi. 

BpfvJer  of  the  Seeretari/  of  the  Nav^  to  Commodore  IVtifow,  U.  S.  A'ttnj^ 
regarding  disehargr  of  mat  from  the  natal  service. 

Navy  Depaetmknt,  Aiigwit  7, 1663. 

tiiE:  Tour  letter  of  tbe  2d  instant  has  been  received.    The  Depart- 
ment alone  must  dinctiarge  men  fiotn  the  naval  service,  and  the  regu- 

lations with  regard  t-o  those  physically  unfit  for  tbe  service  roust  be 
observed  and  coiiformed  to.     In  tbe  case  of  masters'  mates  and  others 
of  that  class  of  ofiicers  who  are  incompetent  to  perform  their  duciea 
from  any  cause,  yon  wilt  not  dismiss  them  nor  accept  their  resignations, 
however  aggravated  the  case  may  be,  bat  refer  tbe  matter  to  the 

I  J>epartment,  which  will  give  it  its  immediate  attention. 
Your  Nos.  12  and  13  huve  also  been  received. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(liUBON  Wkllek. 

Gummodore  (Jhaulek  Wilkes, 
Comdg.  James  Kirer  Flotilla,  Hid  Point  Vim/ort,   !«. 

ITelBKr....,! 

FoBT  Monroe,  August  7, 1S65 — 3  p.  m. 
(Received  at  Washington  3:30  p.  m.) 

Toap  order*  of  the  5th  Aiigast,  in  relation  to  the  mortar  fleet,  is 
received.  It  is  the  first  1  knew  of  the  intention  to  put  them  under  my 
command.  If  1  remain  with  them  in  Hampton  Koads  until  they  are  ia 
an  efficient  state  it  will  be  Christmas  before  ihey  are  so,  if  then.  To 
send  them  to  Baltimore  will  be  worse.  The  Department  can  not  be 
aware  of  the  state  of  the  mortar  fleet.  I  tlierefore  give  the  substance, 
that  most  of  them  require  heavy  and  extensive  repairs.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Smith  says  in  his  re^tort  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  lit 
metal  plates  under  tbe  eccentrics  for  the  mortar  circles  to  revolve  upon. 
The  eccentrics  have  worn  into  the  wood  so  far  that  the  mortar  can  not 
be  trained  but  with  great  difficulty.  Your  orders  require  me  to  keep 

^&e  YeaaeiB  in  Hamptou  Uoads.    They  will  be  of  no  use  to  the  Service 
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in  which  I  am  engaged  if  retained  there,  and  very  little  anywhere.  I 
have  made  an  inspection  of  some  of  them,  and  many  of  the  deficiencies 
I  find  as  reported.  I  should  employ  them  ouly  as  guard  vessels,  and 
they  will  have  little  more  to  do  than  lying  in  Hampton  Eoads.  Those 
that  are  worth  repairing  I  would  overhaul,  one  or  two  at  a  time.  General 
Dix  has  no  contrabands.  There  is  no  necessity  for  Commander  Porter's 
joining  the  mortar  fleet  for  service  in  James  Eiver.  I  regret  to  hear 
that  he  is  ill.  I  shall  reply  to  the  Department's  letter  of  oth  August. 
Will  the  Department  inform  me  of  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  these 
bomb  vessels,  and  if  they  are  to  be  under  my  command,  as  soon  as 
possible  f 

KespectftiUy,  Charles  Wilkes. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Smithy  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Flag- Officer  Goldfthorough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  mortar  vessels. 

First  Division  Mortar  Flotilla, 
Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  August  7, 1862. 

Sib:  Just  as  I  was  sending  you  an  account  of  the  repairs  needed  by 
the  mortar  vessels,  a  list  of  them  and  their  commanding  ofiicers,  I  was 
met  by  Commodore  Wilkes,  commanding  the  James  River  Flotilla,  who 
informed  me  that  they  had  all  been  placed  under  his  command. 

Subsequently  the  order  from  the  Department  (forwarded  by  you)  to 
re])ort  to  him  was  received,  and  doubtless  accounted  to  you  for  your 
not  having  heard  from  me  concerning  the  vessels  today. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, Watson  Smith, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  [North]  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Ijetterfrom  Major- General  IXx,  U.  S.Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldshorough, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  suppression  of  illegal  trade. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  August  7, 1862. 

Admiral:  In  reply  to  your  communication*  of  the  3d  instant, I  beg 
to  state  that  no  vessel  can  receive  a  x)ermit  at  these  headquarters  to 
go  to  Norfolk  or  up  the  James  River  (no  permits  are  granted  on  the 
York  River)  without  an  order  from  the  War,  Navy,  or  Treasury  Depart- 

ment. A  revenue  cutter,  the  Philip  Allen,  is  lying  off  the  fort,  and 
every  trading  vessel  arriving  here  is  carefully  examined.  Attempts  to 
smuggle  whisky  and  other  contraband  articles  are  exposed  almost  every 
day,  and  the  vessels  and  cargoes  of  the  transgressors  are  seized  and 
sent  to  Baltimore.  Two  were  seized  yesterday.  No  effort  has  been  or 
will  be  spared  on  my  part  to  suppress  this  illicit  traffic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  A.  Dix, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
Rear- Admiral  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
*  Sec  p.  ©21, 
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I'lUionof  M.  P.  Morse,  esq.,for  protection  hi/  i/unboate  against  attacks 
nf  guerrillas  at  Winttmilt  Point,  Milfnril  Hareti  Bay,  Virginia. 

August  7, 1862. 

Tlie  tmdcrsigiied,  a  citizen  of  Matliews  Ooniity,  Va.,  would  respect- 

fully represent  that  lie,  with  other  of  the  Uuioii  citizeiiei  ol*  Mathews, are,  nt  this  time,  aud  have  for  two  months  poBt^  been  }i;reat]y  haraseed 
by  guerrilla  parties  of  Ooufederat*  cavalry,  com|)elliiig  us,  for  our 
'Safety,  cither  to  leave  the  (Wiiitry  or  re<^eivo  assiBtaiice  in  someway, 

'8uy  a  guntraat  stationrd  in  our  harhor,  which  we  should  look  \\\m\\  as 
suflieieiit  prot'ectiou.  'Die  having  a  gunboat  i>ermauentlypliicedin  our 
hiu'bor  would,  we  think,  have  the  cH'ect  to  ik  great  extent  of  Bto]>ping 
the  present  illei^al  trulli<;  carried  on  with  the  eastern  Khuro  of  Virgiiiiu, 
and  which  for  a  month  past  has  been  alnioeit  unimpeded.  The  modo 
is  to  pass  and  repass  in  canoes  when  there  is  no  ̂ 'unboat  in  our  harbor, 

letters  and  spies  having  thus  a  I'ree  course  to  1{jchniond.  The  county 
of  Mathews  is  largely  ITnion  iu  sentiment.  Th«  Sixty-firat  Virginia 
Kegimctit,  raised  in  the  county,  deserted  almost  entire  and  returned 
home  when  Yorktowu  was  evacuated.  Since  West  Point  has  been  left 

by  the  Union  Army,  the  Ooufederate  ca\'alry  have  made  repeated  raids 
and  captured  many  of  these  deserters  and  Union  men,  throwing  the 
whole  community  into  a  state  of  terror.  The  ille^l  traffic  to  the  east- 

ern shore  of  Virginia  is  not  coutlned  to  the  secessionists.  We  are  suf- 
fering terribly  for  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life;  necessity  knows  no 

law.  I  res])ectfully  ask  for  a  legitimate  trade  under  proper  restrictions. 
Being  a  citizen  of  the  county,  familiar  with  the  chanwiter  of  each 
inliahitant,  i  could  safely  promise  that  no  goods  introduced  by  me 
should  tind  their  Avay  to  Richmond  or  the  rebel  Army,  as  is  now  fre- 

quently done.  For  my  character  and  standing  as  a  Union  man 
give  satisfactory  Italtimore  reference, 

liespcctfully. 

(E1..1 ■eiidS^ llKAWMiABTEBS   SeVKNTH    ArMI'   CORPS, 

Fort  Monro*!,  Vn.,  Avgwit  " 
Itespectfully  referred  loltear-AdmiralCrnldsborongh,  with  tlieretini. 

that  he  will  imt  a  gunboat  on  the  service  referred  to  if  he  has  one  to 

spai-e. By  command  of  M^or-tleueral  l>i\: 
Charles  Temi'le  Dii, 

Major  and  Aid-de-Camp. 
[S«^u>l  -nilorwu....!.] 

Karnes  of  places  in  MatbewH  County  visited  by  vessels : 

w.,^ 
■WW, 

Vtpa,.                       VtUn lillwL I>*ptfa. 

»*, 

1  glin&k*"
""" 

ii 

r^^   Morse  resides  on   Windmill   Point,  Milford   Ilnven   Bay,  which  is 
Cejjferpd  either  by  the  way  of  Piaiikatank  or  the  b;iy  shore,  viz,  Old 

jiveti  Month. 
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Application  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Colhounj  U.  aV.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy ̂   for  appointment  in  the  Regular  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Hunchback, 
Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  August  8, 1862. 

Sie:  1  respectfully  request  that. I  may  be  appoiuted  to  suc.li  a  posi- 
tion in  the  liegular  Kavy  as  the  Department  may  think  my  character 

and  services  may  entitle  me.  I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my 
record  at  the  Department  for  fourteen  years  previous  to  the  rebellion, 
and  since  that  to  Bear- A^dmiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough  for  my  conduct  in 
the  battle  of  Roanoke,  and  to  Commander  S.  G.  Kowan  for  the  manner 
in  which  I  have  performed  my  duty  under  his  immediate  command. 
My  reason  for  making  this  application  is  that  you  may  be  apprised 

of  my  desire  for  such  a  position,  not  that  I  have  any  doubt  of  the  justice 
of  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  bbedient  servant, 
Edmd.  R.  Colhoun, 

Acting  Lieutenant,  Com^nanding. 
Hon.  (tIdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[EndorRement.j 

August  16, 1862. 
It  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  state  that,  in  my  judgment, 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Edm.  K.  Colhoun  is  an  admirable 
officer,  exceedingly  intelligent,  well  skilled  in  his  profession,  brave, 
subordinate,  industrious,  and  ever  ready  and  willing  to  perform  any 
service  required  of  him,  regardless  of  all  dangers  and  difficulties,  and 
I  therefore  sincerely  hope  that  his  request  may  be  granted  as  early  as 
practicable. 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Rear- Admiral. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  r easels  of  his 
command, 

U.  S.  Flagsuip  Minnesota, 
*  Norfolk,  Va.,  A  ugust  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  reports  of  surveying  officers  in  the  cases 
of  the  Chippeica  and  Mount  Vernon,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
enclosed,  1  have  ordered  the  former,  now  here,  to  the  navy  yard  at  Wash- 

ington, and  the  latter,  now  at  Beaufort,  to  Baltimore,  to,  have  their 
necessary  repairs  effected.  The  Chippewa  has  been  a  most  prolific 
source  of  complaint  ever  since  she  first  joined  this  squadron;  and, 
beyond  all  doubt,  justice  was  not  done  to  her  machinery  originally.  In 
my  judgment,  what  is  now  required  will  not  be  properly  done,  except 
at  one  of  our  navy  yards.  Hence,  one  of  the  reasons  which  induce  me 
to  send  her  to  Washington. 

This  withdrawal  of  two  of  the  vessels  of  the  blockading  squadron  oflp 
Wilmington  at  once  induces  me  to  urge  that  the  Daylight  should  be 
sent  off  there  without  delay,  and  the  Valley  City,  also,  the  moment  she 
is  ready  for  service. 

Some  of  the  remaining  vessels  at  Wilmington  will,  in  all  i)robability, 
soon  have  to  return  to  the  roads  for  repairs,  and,  at  this  particular 

time,  it  is,  I  think,  especially  imi)ortant  that  that  \yQYtt\>  ̂ vyc\^\i^>i-^^'^ thoroughly  guarded. 
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Bnlticieiit  whure  yoti  are,  about  two  boars  before  dayligbt.  I  have  given 
oitlers  for  the  gaiiboats  to  join  yon,  and  send  yon  a  chart  of  the  river. 
Iteport  after  your  duty  is  tintahed,  uiid  be  prndoiit  as  regards  the 

ex])U8ureof  youi'  men.  The  Aroimtool,-  ia  ordered  to  report  here;  Bbe 
will  be  sent  yon  at  once:  The  i'ankee  ia  at  h(-r  atatiou,  and  the  Jacob Bell  will  Join  you  after  she  liaa  i>erfornied  some  service  at  the 
Ghickahooiiny. 

Wishing  yoi!  success,  I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervimt, 
Obables  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  liirey  Flotilla. 
IJommandcr  M.  Woodhull, 

Commanding  Steamer  Cimarron,  Jame»  Mirer  Flotilhi. 

I'.  S. — Two  mortar  boata  will  lie.  Riibject  to  yonr  orders.  You  irill 
place  them  advantageously  at  ov  near  Jamewtown  labind  for  tlie  jjro- 
tection  of  this  transport  Heet. C.  W., 

Cummamlinij  Flotillii. 

I 

Report  of  Comminider  Wooilliull,  C  8.  Xary,  rfgai-iliiui  projumed  ej-jtr-tU- 
tioH  lip  Cohliam  Creek. 

U.  8,  S.  CiMAEBON,  ' Jammtoirn,  August  10. 1803. 
Sni :  Your  commonication  lias  been  received.  Soon  alter  the  Araoa- 

took  and  Jnenh  lie]l  arrived  at  thia  anchorage,  and  1  at  onwranimeiiced 
making  my  arrangements  to  carry  ont  yonr  orders.  We  had  nearly 
completed  onr  plana  when  Mr.  Street,  acting  master  of  the  Bell,  came 
on  board  and  stated  he  was  perfectly  actinainteU  with  Cobbam  Creek, 
and  had  beeu  trading  at  that  point  some  time  before  the  war.  He 
seems  to  consiilcr  it  impossible  for  steamers  of  the  draft  now  with  me 
to  go  up  the  creek,  and  shows,  by  a  plan  of  the  creek,  that  to  under- 

take it  in  boatd  might  be  extremely  disastrous,  as  the  mills  are  nearly 
1  mile  apart  inland  and  but  Ij  from  Surry  Oonrt-House,  wliere  I 
understaud  there  is  considerable  force.  From  Surry  Court-Hoiiae 
there  are  several  roads  which  diverge  from  the  main  one  to  two  or 
three  points  on  the  creek,  which  points  could  be  reached  ahead  of  our 
lioats  retiring,  and  bo  cut  off  from  any  possible  aid  the  steamers  could 
give  them. 

Under  the  circumstances  (having  held  a  consultation  with  the  com- 
manding ofhcers  present)  1  i-onsidered  it  best  to  send  the  Hell  n\t\o 

you  with  the  plan.  Mr.  Street,  being  on  board,  can  explain  in  iierson  all 
the  difficulty. 

I  can  do  the  work  sw  at  drat  projwscd  viith  a  sti?amer  of  light  draft 
and  a  good  battery:  but  since  seeing  the  topograjthy  of  the  localMy.  I 
think  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a  military  force  in  addition  to 
accomplish  it  salely  and  successfully.  However,  1  await  your  fhrtlier 
onlers. 

As  the  Southfield  is  not  in  condition  to  aid  me,  1  have  directed  her 
captain  to  execute  his  orders  from  you. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Comi, 

Commodore  Chables  Wilkes, 
Commanding  Jame»  Hirer  Flotilla, 

.  WooDrrtJLL, 
under,  IT.  S.  Kary, 
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Letter  from  Commander  Woodhull^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  (Jommander  Wise, 
U.  8.  Navy  J  regarding  additional  armament  for  U.  8.  8,  Cimarron. 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 
James  River  Flotillay  August  9, 1862. 

My  Dear  Wise  :  Your  short  but  satisfactory  note  was  duly  received. 
Since  then  Captain  Poor  has  written  me  that  he  has  received  the  order 
as  to  the  two  additional  30-pounder  rifle  guns  for  this  vessel.  Commo- 

dore Wilkes  said  he  had  heard  about  them  informally,  but  nothing 
ofhcial.  Will  you  see  to  this,  and  when  the  guns  are  ready  have  me 
ordered  down  to  Fortress  Monroe  to  have  them  fitted  f  It  is  a  great 
pity  that  something  more  had  not  been  known  of  this  class  of  gunboat 
before  their  battery  had  been  designated,  as  I  am  quite  sure  that  a 
heavier  battery  would  have  been  given  them.  We  ought  to  have  an 
11-inch  gun  instead  of  the  9-inch,  besides  two  heavy  battering  guns  in 
broadside.  These  vessels  are  fine  specimens  of  men-of-war  for  river  and 
coast  defense,  but  they  ought  to  be  well  and  heavily  armed. 

I  do  not  like  to  urge  a  wUling  mind,  but  do  ask  you  to  see  that  I  have 
the  right  material  for  ̂< knocking  the  rebels"  when  they  present themselves. 

1  happened  to  be  the  only  gunboat  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  attack- 
ing party  on  Thursday  night,  and  I  believe  the  safety  of  the  transport 

fleet  and  right  wing  of  the  army  was  owing  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Cimarron,* 
We  hove  at  them  some  hundred  shell  and  shrapnel.  I  believe  we  did 

the  enemy  a  good  deal  of  harm.  They  acknowledge  1  man  killed  and 
some  10  or  12  wounded.  I  thiuk  that  if  the  loss  be  multiplied  by  ten 
it  would  be  near  the  number.  They  did  try  to  do  us  injury,  but  in  their 
trying  were  unfortunate.  We  only  had  the  gig  knocked  into  a  *^  cocked 
hat"  by  the  explosion  of  one  of  their  shells,  which,  by  the  way,  fell 
around  us  fast  and  thick.  We  had  the  whole  fight  to  ourselves  for 
more  than  three  quarters  of  an  hour  before  the  army  essayed  coopera- 

tion with  the  Cimarron.  We  have  no  "organ,"  so  the  army  claims  all, 
and  through  their  **especials"  make  the  world  believe  it. 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  appointment.  It  ought  to  be  satisfactory 
to  all  the  Navy,  as  I  do  not  know  anyone  better  suited  for  the  position. 
Eeceive,  then,  my  congratulations,  as  they  are  sincere  and  hearty  on 
my  part. 

Yours,  truly  and  faithfully, 
M.  WOODHULL, 

Commander i  U.  8.  Navy. 
Commander  H.  A.  Wise, 

Ordnance  Bureau^  Navy  Department. 

Letter  from  the  8ecretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  8.  Navy, 
regarding  mortar  flotilla, 

Navy  Department,  August  12, 1862. 
Sir:  Your  telegram  of  the  7th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  mortar 

flotilla,  was  received.  The  vessels  of  the  flotilla  at  Hampton  Beads 
will  be  attached  to  your  command  until  the  present  emergency  passes 
over.  You  can  repair  them  as  well  as  you  can  without  interfering  with 
the  mortars. 

•See  p.  607. 

N  W  E— VOL  7   41 
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One  liundred  and  twenty  men  for  the  mortar  vessels  n'ilt  he  sent  to 
you  rt'oui  Boston  by  st«iimer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  seivaut, 
Gideon  Wellbs. 

Oommodore  Ubables  Wilkes. 

Fortress  Monroe,  ,4  Mijwiif  IS — 9.40  n.  m. 
(Keceived  iit  Washington  9  a.  m.) 

Three  of  my  giinboafs  have  broken  down.  They  are  here  for  repairs, 
and  will  be  patched  up  as  well  as  they  can  be.  The  services  of  the  j(«ra- 
tatua  lire  greatly  needed.  I  greatly  regret  that  the  Department  bas 
thought  it  ueces»<ary  to  change  the  commander  of  the  Afonitnr  or  that 
any  changes  should  be  made  Just  as  I  am  on  the  move.  The  dispatch 
boat  I  liave  not  yet  heard  of.  Her  services  are  greatly  needed. 

Yours,  etc., 
Charle,-!  Wilkks. 

Seceetaey  cip  the  Navy. 

Order  of  Oommodore  WiUceg,  U.  S.  ̂ ary,  to  Ziieutenant-Commaniler  Oib- 
Hon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commaiidinff  U.  8.  S.  Yankee,  to  cooperate  with  the 
Army  i»  the  Ckickahominy  Hiver, 

V.  S.  S.  Wachusbtt, 

Off  Jordan's  Point.  Jnmet  Biver,  AuguMt  13,  JS63. 
SiE:  You  will  giif  underway  immediately  with  your  vessel,  and  pro- 

ceed down  the  river  to  Jamestown  Islaud.  Keport  to  Oommancter 
WoodhuU  and  inform  him  that  you  have  anthority  to  take  the  Jacob 
Belt,  when  yon  will  pioceed  with  that  vessel  and  your  own  to  IJ  mites 
up  the  OLiekaboiuiDy,  where  yoa  will  meet  a  corps  of  the  Army,  whom 
you  will  guard  and  assist.  It  ia  necessary  that  you  should  reach  the 

point  designated  by  7  o'clock  to  morrow  morning.  When  you  shall 
have  completed  this  service  you  will  rt^turn  to  this  anchorage  and 
reiMirt  to  me. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 
Charles  WrLKBs, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  Gibson, 

Oommandinff  Steamer  Yankee,  James  Hirer  Flotilla. 

Order  of  Actinii  Lieutenant  Colkoun,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Matter 
Porter,  t'.  IS.  Jfary,  rommandint)  U.  S.  8.  Ellin,  to  cooperate  with  the 
army  in  Ike  destruction  of  salt  irork*. 

TJ.  8.  S.  HUHCffBAOK, 
OffXeie  Berne,  X.  C,  Au<jiigl  13,  1963. 

8iB :  Yon  will  proceed  this  evening  with  the  Ellis  through  Core  Snnnd 
to  Beaufort,  N.  C  On  your  arrival  there  report  yourself  to  Acting 
Brigiiilier-Oeiieial  Stevenson,  In  hispreseuceopentheendoscd  instruc- 

tions and  show  tliem  to  him.  He  ia  in  command  of  the  expedition  and 

will  gi%'e  you  all  the  directions  necessary  for  a  hearty  coojwratiou  on 
your  part  with  him  in  carrying  out  the  de.iigns  of  Major  General 
PoBtei'.  I  wish  you  to  be  very  carel\il  in  going  tlirotigh  Core  Sound, 
that  you  do  not  get  aground,     tibould  you  be  so  unfortunate,   the 
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other  boats  will  render  you  every  assistance,  tbey  having  orders  to 
tbat  effect.  Shoold  yon  need  coal,  there  is  some  belonging  to  the  Navy 
at  Beaufort,  in  a  warehouse  near  the  landing.  You  will  apply  to  the 
officer  in  charge  of  it,  and  on  his  furnishing  you  a  supply,  give  him  a 
receipt  for  the  same.  You  wiU  supply  yourself  with  provisions  for  at 
least  ten  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Edmund  R.  Colhoun, 

Acting  Lieutenant^  Commanding^  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Acting  Master  Commanding  Benjamin  H.  Pobteb, 

Commanding  U,  8,  8.  Ellis. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  HXTNOHBAOK, 

Off  New  Berncy  N.  C,  August  12^  1862. 
Sib:  When  Acting  Brigadier-General  Stevenson  is  ready  to  leave 

Beaufort,  you  will  accompany  that  part  of  the  expedition  which  will  go 
outside  and  proceed  with  them  to  Bogue  Inlet,  through  which  you  will 
pass  into  White  Oak  Eiver,  and  render  him  all  the  assistance  in  your 
power  toward  the  destruction  of  the  salt  works  said  to  be  there. 

Having  finished  in  White  Oak  Eiver,  you  will  then  proceed  with  the 
other  vessels  to  New  Eiver  Inlet,  to  assist  in  the  destruction  of  the  salt 
works  there. 
Acting  Brigadier-General  Stevenson  is  fully  informed  as  to  all  the 

particulars  and  will  give  such  directions  as  will  enable  you  to  give  all 
needed  assistance. 

In  making  the  outside  passage  you  will  keep  close  to  the  steamers, 
in  case  of  any  accident. 

After  Brigadier-General  Stevenson  has  finished  his  operations  in 
those  two  rivers,  you  will  return  to  this  place  and  report  immediately 
in  person,  and  as  soon  after  as  possible  by  letter,  giving  a  detailed 
account  of  your  operations. 

I  rely  much  upon  your  good  judgment  with  respect  to  the  safety 
of  your  vessel  and  care  of  the  men. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  the  expedition  and  a  safe  return,  I  am. 
very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  Edmund  E.  Colhoun, 
Acting  Lieutenant^  Comnmndingj  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Master  Commanding  Benjamin  H.  Pobteb, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ellis. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Wilkes^  U.  8.  Navy^ 
regarding  sanitary  precautions. 

Navy  Dbpaetmbnt,  August  12^  1862. 
Sib  :  Fleet  Surgeon  Wood,  in  his  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of 

the  James  Eiver  Flotilla,  makes  sundry  suggestions,  a  synopsis  of 
which  is  herewith  presented : 

First.  The  season  is  at  hand  when,  from  obvious  causes,  diarrhea, 
dysentery,  and  typhoid  fever  may  be  expected  to  assail  the  ships'  com- 

panies, and  as  there  is  neither  space  nor  accommodatioQ  for  sick, 
especially  wounded,  a  regular  system  of  conveyance  from  the  flotilla  to 
the  hospital,  Portsmouth,  should  be  inaugurated. 

Second.  The  vessels  have  in  many  cases  been  so  long  without  fresh 
provisions  tbat  scurvy  has  already  made  its  appearance ^  hence  freak 
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leats  and  vegotableB  sliould  be  Hiippliod  as  oi'teii  as  practicable  nntil lis  tendency  is  removed. 
TliircL  The  water  of  the  James  River,  ia  the  optuion  of  Fleet  Surgeoii 

Wood,  is  turhid  and  objectionable  for  drinking.  It  is  the  only  sewer 
for  an  army  of  90,000  or  100,000  men  encamped  nimn  its  banks,  as  well 
as  the  great  number  of  naval  and  other  vessels  scattered  over  its  sur- 

face. The  addition  of  the  drainage  of  this  vast  accnmalation  of  men 
and  cattle  to  the  vegetable  matter  abounding  in  the  river  would  obvi- 

ously render  the  use  of  its  water  as  a  drink  productive  of  diarrhea 
and  other  bowel  disorders.  Fleet  Surgeon  Wood  recommends  that 
the  use  of  its  water  as  a  drink  be  interdicte<l.  Qe  adds,  u]k)u  the 
authority  of  Chief  Kngineer  Loring,  that  any  of  the  steam  vessels  can 
condense  1,000  gallons  of  pure  water  per  day;  that  there  are  cou- 
densers  on  board  here  (Norfolk)  and  ready  to  be  supplied  to  vessels 
that  want  them.  Any  one  vessel  could  condense  pure  water  largely  in 
excess  of  its  wants.  He  observes  that  the  chartered  steamers  derive 
their  stock  of  pure  water  simply  by  a  drip  pipe  from  the  safety  valve. 

In  order  to  keep  up  the  physical  efficiency  of  the  men  comprising  the 
tlutilla  under  your  command,  yon  are  directed  to  carry  out,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  above  suggestions. 

II
  am,  respect

fliUy,  your
  obedient 

 servant, Gideon  Welu 

,  Commodore
  

('uarles 
 
Wilkes, 

Comdg.  James  hii'er  Flotilla,  Old  Point  Vom/ort,  Vii. 

}rdir  of  Commodore
  

Wilkes,  V.  S.  Navy,  t»  Commander
  

Woodkutl, 
 
I 

Naty,  la  rei'iirt  remissneM 
 
on  the  part  of  commissary

  
officer  in  cht 

of  transports. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachubet
t, 

Of  Jordan's  Point,  James  River,  August  J3,  186i 

8ir:  I  have  receivcl  your  commnnica
tion*  

and  a  complete  listl 
the  transjiort 

 
fleet  stationed  at  Jamestown

  
Island.     I  was  not  awd 

that  there  was  an  officer  of  the  commissar
y  dopaitment

  
stationed.

] 

that  place.    <  )f  course  he  has  charge  of  all  the  transports,
  
and,  pj^ vided  ho  does  his  duty  promptly, 

 there  will  be  no  cause  of  your  im 
fereoce;  but,  should  he  not  act  promptly, 

 
you  will  inform  him  t)u 

shall  make  complaint 
 
to  hewlquarte

rs  
as  respeitts  his  remissness,

  
4 

.  iustance  of  which  yon  will  reiwrt  to  me  Jbrthwith. 

I  am,  reapectfoll
y,  

etc;., 
[CnAKLBB   Wll.RK8,| 

Vommanaing  James  Rircr  FhtiUi 
Commander  M.  Woohhull,. 

Commanding  Steamer  Civiarron,  James  JUrtr  Flotilla, 

Beii'irt  of  ('onimaiider  Armslront/,    U.  S.  Niiri/,  of  afftiiis  off  Wttm 

ton,  y.  (■
."■■ 

U.  S.  S.  State  ny  (licoEuiA, 
Of  Wilmington,  .V.  C,  AuguHf  13,  JfifiS 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  several  communications  from  1 

wmmanders  of  vessels  ofl'  Wilmiugtou,  and  inspection  reports  on  t' 
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of  the  vessels,  for  transmission  to  the  Bureau  of  Orduauce.  The 
rebels  are  very  active  in  strengthening  their  fortifications,  and  have  on 
the  New  Inlet  side,  and  probably  on  this,  rifle  guns  of  great  range ;  they 
have  a  well  established  set  of  signal  flags  by  day  and  lights  by  night. 
Two  of  the  vessels,  the  Mount  Vernon  and  Chippewa^  are  absent  for 

repairs,  and  their  presence  is  much  needed.  The  steamer  Magnolia 

touched  oft*  Wilmington  on  the  11th  instant,  bringing  a  copy  of  a  tele- graphic dispatch,  informing  us  of  the  departure  of  a  rebel  gunboat  from 
Queenstown  about  the  31st  of  July.  Assistant  Surgeon  Macomber 
returns  to-day  in  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  which  goes  to  Beaufort  for  coal, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Hamilton  having  arrived  here  on  the  8th  in 
the  Cambridge,  The  health  of  the  vessels  off  Wilmington  is  generally 

good. 
I  would  respectfully  renew  my  application  for  a  lieutenant  as  execu- 

tive ofticer.  It  will  much  promote  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the 
ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JaS.  F.  ARMSTRONa, 

Commander,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Flagship  Minnesota. 

Order  from  Lieutenant  Davenport,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Hopkins, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  8,  S.  Underwriter,  to  proceed  to  New 
Berne,  N,  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Underwriter, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  August  13, 1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  forthwith  with  the  Underwriter  under  your 
command  to  New  Berne,  taking  in  tow  the  schooner  Young  Rover,  laden 
with  4,000  pounds  of  prize  bacon. 

On  your  arrival  at  New  Berne,  you  will  offer  the  bacon  to  General 
Foster  at  the«regular  army  price.  If  the  offer  should  be  accepted,  you 
will  discharge  the  Young  Rover  and  tow  her  back  to  this  place  forth- 

with. Should  the  otter  not  be  accepted,  you  will  leave  the  schooner  at 
New  Berne  and  return  to  this  place  with  the  Underwriter  under  your 
command. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  K.  Davenport, 

lAeut,  Comdg,,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  Hopkins, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter.' 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  deliver  sealed  order  to  Captain  Turner,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandr 
ing  U,  S.  S.  New  Ironsides. 

Navy  Department,  August  is,  1862. 

Sir:  Captain  Thomas  Turner  has  been  directed  ttt\vYWife^i^"«*>5^*^^^s^ New  Ironsides  to  Hampton  Koads  and  te]^t\>  \a  >f om. 
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On  hia  arrival  yon  will  deliver  to  him  the  enclosed  sealed  order  and 
direct  biui  to  proceed  again  to  tica  nule»s  matters  connected  with  the 
Bliip  shiiukl  reqnire  her  to  delay  at  Hampton  Roads.    The  sealed  order 
lie  trill  not  open  until  the  New  Ironsides  is  at  aea. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Kear-Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsboeough, 
Xor/r.lk,   Va. 

Jitter  /mm  the  Seerelary  of  the  ?favy  to  Flag- Officer  flohlnhorouijh,  T7.  8 
Xary,  reffardiji;/  orders  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Octorarri. 

Navy  Depaetment,  August  13, 1863. 
SiB:  Owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  tlie  Mount  Vernon  and  Chippetra 

from  Wilmington,  the  Departmeat  has  directed  Lieutenant  Commander 
George  Brown  to  proceed  with  the  steamer  Octorarii,  now  at  Baltimore, 

oS'  Wilmington,  and  report  to  the  senior  ofiicer  present  as  a  part  of  the force  blockading  that  place. 
I  am,  resijectfuliy,  yoar  obedient  servant. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Hear  Admiral  L,  M.  Goldsborougii, 

Norfofl;  Va. 

Letter  from  General  MeCUillan,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Witkc$, 
V.  S.  Nary,  enclosing  a  communication  from  General  Lee,  0.  8.  Armif, 
regarding  shots  fred  at  a  boat. 

n&ADQUABTEBS   ARMT   OF   THE   l*OTOMAC, 
Camp  near  Harrison^s  Landing,  AuguHt  13, 1863. 

Sib:  By  direction  of  the  commanding  general  I  have  the  honor  here- 
with to  transmit  for  yonr  information  ii  copy  of  a  commanication  which 

has  been  received  from  General  K.  E.  !>ee,  commanding  Department  of 
Northern  Virginia,  in  reference  to  the  firing  into  a  party  sent  ont  some 

time  since  tirom  one  of  the  gunboats  near  Johnston's  [Jameatown] 
Island,  to  meet  a  flag  of  truce. 

I  am,  sir,   very  respectfully, your  obedient  servant, 
S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
Commodore  Charles  WilKKs,  C  8,  Navy, 

Commanding  James  Rirtr  Flotilla. 

IIdqes.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 
Near  Richmond,  August  5, 1862. 

General:  I  have  had  tlie  honor  to  receive  yonr  letter  of  yesterday's 
date,  reporting  th:it  a  boat  sent  from  one  of  the  I'nitetl  States  gan- 
honts  near  Jamestown  Island,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  display  of 
n  white  flag  oti  the  shore,  had  been  dred  into  by  a  party  of  troops 
secreted  in  the  bashes. 
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I  regret  the  circamstaDce,  which,  if  true,  is  unauthorized.  From  the 
locality  mentioned,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  party  alluded  to  were 
not  soldiers  of  the  army. 

It  may  be  probable  that  boats  have  landed  men  who,  by  their  acts, 
have  exasperated  persons  on  the  river,  who  took  this  method  to  revenge 
their  grievances. 

I  am,  most  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, E.  E.  Lee, 

Oeneralj  Commanding. 

Major-General  G.  B.  McOlellan,  U.  S.  Army, 
Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

General  order  of  Commodore  Wilkes  j  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  fresh  supplies 
for  James  River  Flotilla. 

U.  S.  8.  Wachusett, 

Off  Jordan^s  Pointy  James  River ^  August  13,  1862, 
The  vessel  of  the  James  River  Flotilla  acting  as  a  guard  ship  may 

give  permission  for  boats  to  go  ashore  every  day  between  the  hours  of 
6  a.  m.  and  6  p.  m.,  to  procure  vegetables,  etc.,  but  no  person  connected 
with  this  flotilla  will  be  permitted  to  damage  any  property  or  appro- 

priate to  his  own  use  any  articles,  and  payment  must  be  made  for 
everything  taken  when  demanded. 

A  return  of  the  boats  visiting  the  shore  will  be  made  to  me  daily  in 
this  form : 

Date. Name  of  vessel. Officer. Town. 

Charles  Wilicbs, 
Commanding  James  River  Flotilla, 

Report  of  Commander  Woodhullj  XT.  8,  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  vicinity 
of  Jamestown  Island. 

U.  8.  8.  Cimarron, 
Jamestown  Island,  August  13, 1862. 

8rR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  telegraph  operator  on 
James  [Jamestown]  Island  sent  me  word  late  yesterday  afternoon  that 
he  saw  late  Monday  evening  on  the  right  bank  qf  Cobham  Creek,  near 
the  river,  a  considerable  body  of  rebel  horsemen.  He  says  he  counted 
159;  they  rode  rapidly  up  to  the  river,  then,  turning,  left  at  full  gallop. 
The  timber  and  underbrush  on  the  bank  of  the  creek  hid  this  display 
from  us,  or  they  might  have  received  a  proper  reception. 

The  gunboats  Yankee  and  Jacob  Bell  are  now  at  the  Chickahominy, 
agreeably  to  your  orders.  The  Stepping  Stones  and  8atelHte  have  not 
yet  joined  us. 
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Everything  seema  to  be  quiet  in  this  locality.    I  will  keep  yon  duly 
InffirDied  of  nil  that  occurs  in  this  part  of  the  river.    Should  anything 

'  of  marked  importance  occur,  I  will  diapfitch  such  information  to  yoa 
without  a  moment's  delay. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
M.   WOODHULL, 

Commander,  U,  jS.  S^ary. \  Comniotlore  Charles  Wilkes, 
Commanding  James  Ricer  Flotilla, 

roorf  of  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  H,  -Vary,  of  the  arrest,  by  <t  boat'n  cmr 
from  the  U.  S.  schooner  fiopbronia ,  of  cituena  of  Prince  George  County, 
Va.,  engaged  in  aidimj  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  a.  WAOmjSETT, 

Off  Jordan's  Point,  James  River,  August  li,  i8G3, 
Sra:  I  send  by  mail  to-day  for  yourinformationachart'of  theJamea 

Biver,  from  Newport  News  to  City  Point.  I  think  it  will  be  gratifying 

'  to  yoa  to  see  bow  the  river  has  been  divided  in  to  station.^ ;  and  further, 
that  nearly  tbe  whole  extent  of  the  river  to  this  point  has  been  buoyed 
since  I  assumed  tbe  command  of  the  dotilla,  making  its  imvigatiou  com- 

paratively easy.  Each  vessel  of  the  Hotilla  has  been  furnished  with  n 
copy.  I  am  preparing  a  chart  of  the  river  from  Oity  Point  to  Rich- 
moud,  which  will  be  a  great  service  to  me  in  onr  operations  against  the 
enemy. 

1  take  this  opportunity  to  say  that  last  night  Acting  Master  Bar- 

tholomew, commanding  the  Sophrnnta,  mortar  schooner  at  l*'ort  Pow- 
hatan station,  having  previously  received  infonnation  of  the  movements 

of  certain  citizens  of  Prince  George  County,  [Va,],  who  were  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  landed  with  an  armed  boat's  crew  and  went 
to  the  house  of  a  Doctor  Osborne,  where  he  learned  that  ten  wagons 
had  been  loaded  with  valuables  and  slaves  and  was  on  its  way  to  Peters- 
burg.  Hefitartedin  pursuit,  overtook  it,  and  arrested  Charles  Load- 
beater,  of  Petersburg,  and  James  Lucas,  of  Prince  George  County,  who 
had  charge  of  the  trnin.  Ho  then  returned  to  the  house  and  arrested 
the  overseer,  1>.  W,  ParsoTis.  Thia  man  is  said  to  have  been  a  recruit- 

ing officer  for  the  enemy.  Two  double-barreled  shotguns,  loaded  with 
balls;  1  six-barreled  revolver,  and  a  single-barreled  pistol,  all  loaded 
and  primed,  were  taken.  It  being  late,  and  not  having  a  sufficient 
force,  Mr.  Bartholemcw  did  not  search  the  houso,  but  returned  to  his 
vessel  with  the  persons  above  named.  This  morning  they  were  brought 
to  me.  Having  esamiued  them,  I  at  once  turned  them  over  to  GeQersl 
IfcClellan  for  further  examination, 

I  am,  vei-y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, Charles  Wilkes, 
Oomnanding  James  River  Flotilla, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

'Not  fouuil. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Willc^Sj  U.  8.  Nav^y^  regarding  the  distribution  of 
recruits  for  the  James  River  Flotilla, 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Off  Jordan^s  Pointy  James  River,  August  liy  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  120  men  from  Boston,  and 

beg  leave  to  state  that  I  find  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  attach  but  few 
of  them  at  present  to  the  mortar  vessels.  Several  of  the  other  vessels 
of  our  flotilla  are  much  more  in  need  of  recruits  than  the  schooners  (the 
crews  having  been  reduced  by  sickness).  To  make  them  as  efficient  as 
possible  I  have  determined  to  distribute  nearly  all  of  the  men  who  came 
to-day  among  the  gunboats  to  the  best  advantage,  in  view  of  the  service 
expected  of  them. 

I  shall  not  put  any  repairs  on  the  mortar  vessels  except  in  case  of 
real  necessity,  and  the  work  done  will  be  principally  about  the  mortars. 
I  have  already  stationed  nine  of  them  at  important  points  on  the  river. 

1  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  am  very  much  in  need 
of  some  young  officers,  ensigns  and  masters'  mates,  such  as  Master's 
Mate  Johns,  who  has  reported  and  seems  to  be  an  active  and  efficient 
officer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

Order  of  Commodore  Wilkes j  U.  8.  N'avy,  to  TAeutenant- Commander Chaplin,  U.8.  Navy,  commanding  U.8. 8.  Commodore  Barney  to  proceed 
to  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett,       ^ 

Off  Jordan^ s  Point,  James  River,  August  14,  1862. 
Sli^:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Commodore  Barney  to  Hampton 

Koads,  and,  if  necessary,  to  Norfolk.  You  will  take  from  the  Mahaska 
the  sick  intended  lor  the  hospital,  which,  with  the  sick  men  in  your 
vessel,  you  will  convey  to  Norfolk  unless  you  can  send  them  up  from 
the  point. 

If  the  new  dispatch  boat  should  have  arrived  at  the  fort,  let  her  be 
dispatched  up  the  river  immediately. 

KiKluire  for  telegraphic  dispatches  for  me  at  Milards  [f],  and  should 
the  Alert  and  Stepping  Stones  be  down,  send  them  up  immediately. 
Tow  the  coal  schooner  at  Hampton  Roads  up  the  river  as  far  as 

Jamestown  Island  for  the  fleet  there,  and  inform  Commander  WoodhuU 
to  return  to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible  and  report  to  me. 

Respectfully,  etc., 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin, 
Comdg.  Steamer  Commodore  Barney^  James  River  Flotilla. 
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lort  of  Flaij-Offioer  Qoldsborough,  U.  S.  Nary,  giving  the  stationB  of 
■esseU  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Utiuadron. 

v.  3.  Flaoship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  August  15, 18ti2. 

Sir:  I  have  ttie  bimnr  to  submit  tbe  actMtmpftDyiiig  statement  of  tlie 
present  die]>o8Jtion  of  the  vessels  lielougiiig  to  tliis  iiu mediate  squaUroD : 

VbbbL StaUon. 
V,.,. 

«U,ioo. 

£,r::-;."r>":::;";; 
Norfolk.  V«, 

Do, 

D"! 
a>niMon  RoidB. 

Do! 

Wiu.liinj<ton,  D.  C.  (ra- 

taltfrnSwi    Ma,    l«- 

Do! 
Now     York     (rap-Ir. 

'-^'-   Soon-lsof  Kort 

'X. 

Do. 

Si 

Do. 

OffWllmlngluo 

Do. 

St 

Do. 

■=- 

Brandyvine  lUnwhlp... 

Gnuiu,  iuilllug«l<»p... 
Wm.  UadeOT.  lUTevicsel 
St.W  of  EoorBt..  ■-.■.«l of  wutur  olHter. 

N.C. 

SSt'f*.'";:::;::::::::. 
Hel«l.  ™«l  of  unlor 

SWiaiutdStriiwa   
Uy«Uo     

1              \-Sfi, 
»d  to  go  Uiero  roooMtly, 

Mrd  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obodieut  servant, 
L.  M.  GOLDSBf  IBOUGH, 

Rear- Admiraly  Comdg.  Norlh  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
I  Hou.  Gideon  Welleb, 

Hecrotary  of  Navy,  ̂ Vashington,  D.  C. 

mSejiort  uf  Commander  WoodhuU,   U.  8.  Navy,  of  affair 
Jaineetown  Island. 

riciniti/  of 

U.  8.  GtfNBOAT  Olharwon, 
James  [JameMioirn]  Island,  AiigiiKl  1,1,  1862. 

Sir:  Tour  commntiicatiou  of  yesterday  ban  beeu  duly  rei'^ived.  X 
thank  you  very  siucerely  for  ttie  promise  of  a  coal  ve»Nel.  1  most  oec- 
taiiily  should  not  have  troubled  you  on  the  subjeet,  kuowiiig  bow  val- 

uably your  time  is  otherwise  employed,  did  I  not  feel  that  the  ulBeiuncy 
of  the  Cimarron  would  be  impaired  without  sueh  supply.  I  wilt  be 
ready  to  meet  your  uaJI  without  delay. 

Last  eveniug  I  received  fiom  tbe  telegraph  station  on  James  J  James- 
town]  Island  disp:iti'beH  for  you  aud  iieueral  McClellan;  at  the  same 
time  was  iuformed  tba*  tbey  were  of  great  imiwrtante,  Duder  the  cir- 
cQuistances  I  at  om«!  dlspat4;be<l  the  gunlioat  Aroostook  to  bear  them 
to  you.  I  hope  she  will  be  returned  to  tbia  statiou,  or  else  some  other 
steamer,  to  meet  a  like  eontiugeocy. 

Your  order  to  visit  Claremaut  and  Powhatan  stAtions  shall  be  com- 
I  pliud  with  su  soon  as  I  have  another  steamer  to  leave  at  this  aucborage 
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daring  my  absence,  as,  I  think,  with  all  due  respect  to  your  better 
judgment,  that  a  gunboat  should  always  be  near  this  locality  to  guard 
it  and  the  transport  fleet  accumulating. 

I  understood  yesterday  that  communication  was  passing  from  Sandy 
Point  to  the  shore  opposite,  said  to  be  carried  by  negroes.  I  wrote 
Captain  Gibson,  of  the  Yankee,  to  put  him  on  his  guard,  and  also  rec- 

ommended him  to  seize  all  the  boats  of  every  description  in  his  neigh- 
borhood and  hold  them. 

The  contrabands  are  getting  very  numerous  on  James  [Jamestown] 
Island.  They  are  crossing  almost  every  day  from  the  opposite  shore. 
I  understand  they  are  rationed  by  the  army.  Does  General  McGlellan 
know  of  this  large  colony  ? 

Everything  appears  to  be  quiet.  I  have  had  a  good  examination  of 
Swan's  Point,  and  now  believe  there  is  nothing  doing  there. 

I  ordered  (agreeably  to  your  directions)  the  mortar  vessels  to  prac- 
tice the  range  and  point.  The  firing  was  very  excellent,  and  the  range 

greater  than  I  expected.  I  should  judge  their  greatest  range  was  over 
3  miles,  but  having  no  means  or  data  to  measure  with  accuracy,  of 
course  this  estimate  may  be  under  or  over  the  above-named  distance. 
The  range  of  the  57  [cwt.]  32-pounders  was  very  satisfactory,  and  the 
guns  were  well  and  effectively  handled. 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  furnish  me  with  a  few  men,  say  three  sea- 
men and  five  ordinary  seamen.  I  am  very  short  of  good  leading  men; 

more  than  four-fifths  of  my  crew  are  landsmen,  and  the  m^ority  of 
them  are  unusually  young  for  that  rating. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  my  sick  report  of  this  day.  I  have  had  a 

good  deal  of  fever  of  the  difi'erent  types  incidental  to  river  service.  I fear  consequences  most  disastrous  in  the  coming  month  if  the  new 
order  abolishing  the  liquor  ration  should  be  strictly  earned  out.  My 
surgeon,  though  a  total  temperance  man,  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that 
those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  stimulants  should  not  be 
deprived  of  it  so  long  as  our  navy  is  employed  on  Southern  fresh- 

water rivers. 
All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
M.   WOODHULL, 

Commander  J  V,  JS,  Navy. 
Gommodore  Ghables  Wn.KES, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Report  of  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  James  River  Flotilla. 

U.  S.  S.  Waohi^sett, 
Off  Jordan^  s  Pointy  James  River ,  August  15, 1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the 
Department  of  the  I2th,  relative  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  vessels. 

1  have  carefully  perused  the  extracts  from  Fleet  Surgeon  Wood's 
report  in  a  copy  he  sent  to  me,  and  upon  which  I  offered  some  remarks 
in  my  letter  No.  15.  Every  precaution  will  be  taken  as  respects  the 
health  of  the  crews  of  the  squadron.  On  these  depend  all  my  opera- 

tions, and  of  course  they  have  my  first  and  fullest  attention.  I  would 
now  draw  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  to  the  late  law  o€ 

Gongress  stopping  the  spirit  ration,  which  goea  vol  toc^ift  wi.XX^^^^^^^'^ 
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Beptember.  I  have  spoken  of  the  exposure  t<>  tbe  uight  air  ou  this 
river  and  tlie  net^Bsity  of  the  service  of  keeping  ap  our  picket  boats. 
1  feel  very  inneh  concerned  lest  tliis  stoppage  of  the  whisky  ration  will 
have  a  very  disastrons  ctfect  upon  the  ercws.  Many  of  them  liave  been 
in  the  habit  of  having  this  grog  for  years  past,  and  uuder  its  infinence 
they  have  been  |healtiiy|;  but  as  there  in  no  discretion  in  the  cninmand- 
ingoSiceri  t.  will  be  obliged  to  be  stopped .  and  I  make  no  doubt  tlio  etl'oct of  withhohling  this  small  utimnlant  will  greatly  damage  the  general 
health  of  the  crews.  1  enclose  letters  addressed  by  the  crew  of  the 
Daootah  to  Captain  McKinstry.  If  the  Uepartment  can  not  antborixc 
ita  continuance  while  in  this  tatigning  and  exiKised  service,  i  woald 
ask  permission  to  issue,  as  au  e:ttra  allowatme,  tea,  coflee,  and  sugar  to 
the  men  during  the  night  hours  uf  duty,  partiiutarly  to  those  going  in 
boats.  The  men  are  all  well  disposed,  but  they  deem  it  an  infriuge- 
nnentof  a  part  of  their  contract  with  the  Government  when  they  shipped, 
that  they  were  to  receive  this  daily  comfort,  which  they  have  for  years 
considered  of  greatvalue,  and  that  if  they  had  known  that  part  of  the 
ration  was  to  he  taken  from  them  they  would  not  have  entered. 

If  the  Department  is  disposed  to  maintain  theeOiciejicyof  the  flotilla, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  tbe  whisky  ration  ought  to  be  served  as  a  necessity 
in  this  service,  or  until  such  time  as  the  sickly  season  has  passed  by 
and  the  men  will  cease  to  be  exi>o8ed  to  tlie  river  fogs  and  dampness. 

Fleet  Surgeon  Wood  has  sent  me  a  printfd  circular  direi^tiug  that 
quinine,  in  a  small  quantity,  should  be  served  out  with  the  grog.  This 
I  have  withheld,  as  I  do  not  consider  there  is  any  authority  in  a  com- 

mander to  make  the  whisky  ration  a  nauseating  dose  to  many.  If  the 
men  are  ou  the  list,  of  course  the  surgeon  has  control  of  them  whilst 
under  his  treatment;  with  a  well  man  it  is  otherwise, 

With  respect  to  the  water,  this  has  long  since  been  atten<led  to,  and 
it  is  not  used  on  board  of  any  of  the  vessels.  They  use  distilled  aud 
the  juniper  water,  which  ia  the  purest  possible. 

The  arrangement  about  the  fresli  provisions  and  vegetables  has  gone 
into  operation  and  works  well;  the  crews  are  now  supplied  twiee  a 
week  with  an  abundance. 

I  am,  very  resiHictfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Chaelkk  Wilkes, 

Commandiny  Jamcn  Jiircr  Flotilla. 
Hon.  GiDEOW  Welles, 

Secretary  uf  the  Navy,  }\'ashiHgton. 

Order  «f  VoinmoHfire  Wilkex,  U.  S.  A'ni'y,  lo  Actinff  Master  Faster,  C.  8. 
iVary,  vommaitdiH!/  U.  iS.  H,  Hatcllite,  to  proceed  up  the  James  Bivrr. 

U.  S.  8.  WAcnusETT, 
Of  Jordan^a  Point,  James  Jiiver,  August  15,  1862. 

Sis:  Ton  will  proceeil  immediately  with  the  vessel  uuder  yonr  com- 
mand np  the  river  and  join  the  I'ort  Jioyal,  near  Haxall's  Wharf. 

Report  to  Lieutenant  Comuiander  (ieorge  V.  Morris  and  cooperate  with 
hitu  until  further  orders. 

Resijcctfally,  etc,  Cuables  Wilkes, 
Ciimmnnding  James  Rieer  Flotilla, 

Acting  Master  A.  I*.  Fostkr. 
Oovtinan/liHg  Steamer  NalelfUr,  Jam's  lHver  Flotilla. 
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Order  of  Commodore  WilJc^j  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
MorriSy  U.  8.  Aauy,  commanding  U,  8.  8,  Port  Royal y  to  rejoin  the  fleet 
icith  that  vessel  and  the  U.  8,  8.  8ateUite. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Off  Jordan^s  Pointy  James  River^  August  15j  1862, 
Sir  :  On  the  withdrawal  of  the  pickets  of  oar  army  where  you  are 

at  Haxall's,  you  will  rejoin  the  fleet,  at  this  anchorage  or  elsewhere, 
with  the  Port  Royal  and  8atellite.  You  will  probably  be  noticed  when 
the  pickets  are  withdrawn. 

EespectfuUy,  etc.,  Charles  Wilkes, 
Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  U.  Morris, 
Commanding  8teamer  Port  Royalj  James  River  Flotilla. 

Order  of  Commodore  WillceSy  If.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  RodgerSj  U.  8. 
Navy  J  commanding  U,  8,  8,  Galena  j  to  proceed  to  HaxalVs  Wharf 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Off  Jordan^s  Pointy  James  River ^  August  15 j  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will,  without  delay,  proceed  with  the  Galena  up  the  river 

and  anchor  near  Haxall's  Wharf,  where  you  will  remain  until  the  left 
wing  of  the  army  has  withdrawn.  You  will  communicate  with  General 
Pleasonton,  and  inform  him  that  you  are  to  cover  his  cavalry  force 
until  such  time  as  the  services  of  the  gunboats  may  no  longer  be  use- 

ful to  him.  You  will  find  the  Port  Royal  there,  and  the  8atellite  is 
ordered  to  join  company.  In  case  of  wishing  more  force,  you  can  dis- 

patch the  Satellite  to  me.  I  shall  endeavor  U>  keep  up  daily  communi- 
cation with  you. 

On  the  withdrawal  of  the  pickets  of  the  army  where  you  are  at 
HaxalPs,  you  will  rejoin  the  tieet,  at  this  place  or  elsewhere,  with  the 
Port  Royal  and  Satellite. 

KespectfuUy,  etc.,  Charles  Wilkes, 
Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Commander  John  Eodgers, 
Commanding  Steamer  Galena^  James  River  Flotilla. 

[Telegniiu.] 

Navy  Department,  August  15, 1862. 

Instructions  for  Adirondack  by  mail  to-day.     Laird  gunboat  {No.  290) 
left  Liverpool  July  29. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  August  16,  [1862] — 11  a.  m. 
I  have  just  come  down  the  river.  McClellan's  army  has  moved  rap- 

idly and  successfully,  and  by  this  afternoon  will  be  across  the  Chicka- 

hominy.    The  gunboats  cover  his  bridges  at  the  mowW^  ^1  N^».    V  ̂sfoJ^ 
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ask  yon  to  give  me  instructioDB  relative  to  loy  forte.  The  Gateno, 

I'orl  Jioi/al,  and  •Sutellile  cover  tlie  rear  of  tbe  army,  near  Haxall's. 
When  the  pickets  of  the  army  leave  tiiey  will  come  to  an  anchorage 
under  Jordiiu's  I'oiiit,  where  I  shall  await  your  farther  orders.  1  have 
hcretolore  exjireasod  my  opinion  of  the  practicability  of  reaching  Kich- 
mond,  if  supported  by  the  army  on  the  north  shore,  and  luity  do  it 
without  their  aid.  I  wfaall  have  tu  be  furnished  with  the  torpedoes,  etc., 
before  moving  upward,  and  hope  to  receive  the  views  of  the  Depart- 

ment immediately  on  the  subject.  I  shall  necessarily  be  detained  at 
this  place  over  tomorrow,  and  hope  to  get  the  antiwer  to  this  before 
leaving.  The  paper  which  Mr,  Fox  wished  will  be  sent  as  soou  as  I 
can  get  possession  of  it.     We  are  all  well. 

Uommodore  Wilkks. 
OiDBOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rfport  of  CotHwamler  Sle^eetis,  U.  8.  A'any,  of  having  asHUmed  mmmand 
of  U.  S.  S.  Monitot. 

Fortress  Monroe,  Augutl  ir,,  ises. 
SiB:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Department  of  Angust  9,  I 

have  this  day  reported  to  Commodore  Wilkes  for  the  command  of  the 
U.  S.  ironclad  steamer  Monitor. 

Very  respectfully,  year  obedient  servant, T.  H.  Stevens, 
Commander, 

[  Hon.  GiBEoN  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Na-^'j/. 

Navy  Dbpaetment,  Augmt  17, 1862. 
Tourtelegram  is  received,    I  have  no  new  instructions  to  give.    Keep 

*  your  force  in  position.    Let  the  enemy  be  meiiai'ed  without  active  offen- 
sive operations  on  your  part.     Will  communicate  more  fully  by  mail. 

(iiBEOK  Welles. 
Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commnn'Hii'i  .Janu's  Rirer  Flotilln,  FortrexK  Monroe, 

of  Coiimiaiuler  WtwdhfM,    V.  S.  A'oiy,  of  affnirn  at  Jamt^Htoim Tatatltl, 

U.  8.  8.  Cimarron, 
James  [Jamestofon]  Island,  Aujiiigt  S?,3802. 

Sir:  1  have  to  inform  ymi  that  I  received  a  note  early  yesterday 
morning  from  the  fpiartermaster  of  General  McClellan's  army  i-eqnest- 
ing  me  to  send  all  the  transport  fleet  at  this  anchorage  (under  sail]  to 
Fortress  Monroe,  which  was  duly  and  .speedily  executed. 

I  have  had  all  the  boats  to  be  found  in  this  locality  destroyed,  which 
will  for  the  time  cut  off  communication  from  the  rebels  and  their 
friends  on  either  bank  of  the  river,  and  make  also  oar  Bitaation  more 
secure. 
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The  Stepping  Stones  arrived  here  this  morning.  The  Captain  of  her 
informed  me  that  his  last  orders  from  Captain  Babcock  were  to  bring 
me  a  coal  vessel,  then  proceed  up  to  Harrison's  Landing.  Under  the 
circumstances  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  detain  her,  although  she  was 
to  have  been  used  by  me  for  a  particular  purpose  known  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
M.   WOODHULL, 

Commander^  U.  S.  Navy. 
Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  August  18 j  1862—^  p.  m. 
(Received  at  Washington  8: 30  p.  m.) 

I  left  the  bridge  across  the  Chickahominy  7:30  this  morning.  The 
last  ot  the  rear  guard  of  the  army  was  passing,  and  the  bridge  would 
be  removed  before  noon  to-day.  No  enemy  had  appeared  when  I  left, 
and  none  was  expected.  After  the  bridge  is  removed  the  gunboats 
have  orders  to  join  the  fleet,  off  Jordan's  Point,  where  I  shall  await 
your  orders. 

Charles  Wilkes, 
Commanding. 

Hon.  Secretary  op  the  Navy. 

Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  to  Commodore  Wilkes^  U.  8. 
Navy  J  regarding  future  operations  in  the  James  Biver. 

Navy  Department,  August  18 j  1862. 
Sir:  Your  telegram  stating  that  General  McClellan  had  moved  his 

army  rapidly  and  successfully  over  the  Chickahominy,  and  asking 
instructions  of  the  Department  as  to  your  own  course,  I  received  last 
evening. 

The  views  heretofore  entertained  of  reaching  Richmond  by  the  suc- 
cessful cooperation  of  the  army  are  not  to  be  r>,onsidered  practicable 

under  the  altered  circumstances  that  have  taken  place.  It  is  not  pro- 
posed, or  expected  in  any  quarter,  that  the  Navy  should  alone  capture 

Kichmond  while  the  rebel  army  is  there  concentrated. 
A  great  and  extraordinary  movement  is  going  on,  involving  vast 

consequences.  For  the  present,  at  least,  you  are  not  likely  to  be  called 
upon  to  make  any  active  demonstration,  but  will  retain  possession  of 
the  river,  keep  its  navigation  unimpeded,  repel  attacks  should  any  be 
made,  and  be  prepared  for  any  service  reciuired  or  emergency  that 
may  occur.  From  your  own  point  of  observation  and  your  own  sources 
of  Information  you  will  be  likely  to  know  more  of  the  movements  and 
designs  of  the  enemy  in  and  about  Eichmond  that  may  render  action 
on  your  part  necessary  than  I  can  communicate  from  this  point. 

Our  naval  operations  in  James  River  have,  from  the  time  y(m  were 
placed  in  command  of  the  flotilla,  depended  almost  entirely  on  army 
movements;  and  notwithstanding  the  army  has  left  your  vicinity,  your 
future  action  and  the  orders  you  may  receive  will,  for  a  time  at  leasts 
and  in  a  great  degree,  be  controlled  by  developments  ^\%«^V«&^. 
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If  attticked  or  annoyed,  your  own  jiulgnieut  will  trovern  your  action. 
For  a  few  days  we  may  be  comi>ellert  to  await  events,  but  I  sball,  at 
the  earliest  moment,  udvise  you  ns  to  tbe  course  to  be  pursued  by  tli6 
flotilla.  Whether  it  will  be  advisable  to  retain  your  force  in  any  con- 

siderable portion  in  the  vicinity  of  Kiehmoud  or  City  Point,  when  tbe 
army  bus  entirely  disappeared,  is  left  to  your  own  discretion  and  jadg- 
uient,  though,  as  I  telegraphed  to  you  yesterday,  it  is  desirable  th« 
enemy  should  be  menaced,  and,  in  apprehension  of  your  for('«,  to  divert 
tbeir  attention  and  embarrass  them,  without  your  attacking  them  or 
hazarding  your  force. 

1  am,  resi>60tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles, 

Commodore  Cuarles  Wilkes, 
Commanilinij  Jumvs  Eiver  Flotilla,  Old  r-int  Vumfort,  Va. 

General  inttruviiom  from  tJit  Secretarp  of  the  Xavy  to  Jlag-offieers  com- 
mantling  blockading  siptadrt/ns,  regarding  tht  right  o/sparch. 

Navy  Dbpabtmkmt,  Avgust  18, 1862. 

Sie:  Some  recent  occurrences  in  the  capture  of  vessels- and  matters 
pertaining  to  the  blockade  render  it  necessary  that  there  should  b,-  a 
recapitulation  of  the  instnictions  heretofore  from  time  to  time  given, 
and  also  of  the  restrictions  and  precautions  to  be  jireservcd  by  oar 
squadrons  and  cruisers. 

It  is  essential  in  the  remarkable  contest  now  waging  that  we  should 
exercise  great  forbearance  with  great  tirmness  and  manifest  to  the 
world  that  it  is  tbe  intention  of  our  Government,  while  asserting  and 
maintaining  onr  own  rights,  to  respect  and  scrupulously  regard  tbe 
rights  of  others.  It  is  in  this  view  that  tbe  following  instructions  are 
explicitly  given: 

First.  That  you  will  exercise  c-ouNtant  vigilanofl  to  prevent  supplies 
of  arms,  munitions,  and  contraband  of  war  from  being  conveyed  to  the 
insurgents,  but  that  under  no  circumatanceH  will  you  seize  any  vessel 
within  the  waters  of  a  friendly  nation. 

Secondly.  That,  while  diligently  exercising  the  rights  of  visitatiou 
on  all  suspected  vessels,  you  arc  in  no  case  authorized  to  cbaae  and  lire 
at  a  foreign  vessel  without  showing  your  colors  and  giving  her  the  cus- 

tomary preliminary  notice  of  a  desire  to  speak  and  visit  her. 
Thirdly.  That,  when  that  visit  is  made,  the  vessel  is  not  then  to  be 

seized  without  a  search  carefully  made  so  far  as  to  render  it  reasonable 
to  believe  that  she  is  engaged  in  carrying  contraband  of  war  for  or  to 
the  iuHurgents  and  to  their  porta  directly,  or  indirectly  by  transship- 

ment, or  otherwise  violating  the  blockade,  and  that  if,  after  visitatiou 
and  search,  it.  shall  appear  to  your  satisfaction  that  she  is  in  good  faith 
and  without  contraband,  actually  bound  and  passing  from  one  friendly, 
or  80-catled  neutral,  port  to  another,  and  not  bound  or  proceeiling  to  or 
fVom  a  ]K>rt  in  tbe  possession  of  the  insargonte,  then  she  can  not  be 
lawfully  seized. 

Fourthly.  That,  to  avoid  difficulty  and  error  in  relation  to  papers 
which  strictly  belong  to  the  captured  vessel,  and  mails  that  are  carried, 
or  parcels  under  official  seals,  you  will,  in  the  words  of  the  law,  "pre- 

serve all  tbe  paiiers  and  writings  found  on  board  and  transmit  tbe 
whole  of  the  originals  uumutilatt^  to  the  judge  of  the  district  to  which 
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such  prize  is  ordered  to  proceed;^'  but  official  seals,  or  locks,  or  fasten- 
iu^s  of  foreign  authorities  are,  in  no  case  or  on  any  pretext,  to  be 
broken,  or  parcels  covered  by  them  read  by  any  naval  autlioritles,  but  all 
bags  or  other  things  covering  such  parcels  and  duly  sealed  and  fastened 
by  foreign  authorities  will  be,  in  the  discretion  of  the  United  States  offi- 

cer to  whom  they  may  come,  delivered  to  the  consul,  commanding  naval 
officer,  or  legation  of  the  foreign  government,  to  be  opened  upon  the 
understanding  that  whatever  is  contraband  or  important  as  evidence 
concerning  the  character  of  a  captured  vessel  will  be  remitted  to  the 
prize  court,  or  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  or  such  sealed 
bag  or  parcels  may  be  at  once  forwarded  to  this  Department,  to  the  end 
that  the  proper  authorities  of  the  foreign  government  may  receive  the 
same  without  delay. 

You  are  specially  informed  that  the  fact  that  a  suspicious  vessel  has 
been  indicated  to  you  as  cruising  in  any  limit  which  has  been  prescribed 
by  this  Department  does  not  in  any  way  authorize  you  to  depart  from 
the  practice  of  the  rules  of  visitation,  search,  and  capture  prescribed 
by  the  law  of  nations. 

Very  respectftdly, 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Eear- Admiral  Saml.  P.  Du  Pont  (75  copies), 
Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Eear-Admiral  D.  G.  Parragut  (76  copies), 
Comdg.  Western  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Island, 

Eear-Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough  (40  copies), 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Commodore  James  L.  Lardner  (40  copies), 
Comdg.  Eastern  Oulf  Blockading  Sqiiadron,  Key  West,  Fla. 

Seventy- five  copies  of  the  foregoing  instructions  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. After  being  attested  by  yourself,  one  copy  will  be  sent  to  the 

commander  of  each  vessel  in  your  squadron  cruising  or  on  blockading 
duty. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  fUig-officers  commanding  block- 
ading squadrons,  enclosing  correspondence  relating  to  certain  destructive 

machines. 

Navy  Department,  August  18, 1862. 
Sir:  The  consul  at  London  writes  to  the  Secretary  of  State  under 

the  date  of  the  2d  instant  that  the  rebel  agents  are  constructing  quite  a 
a  number  of  diabolical  machines  for  the  destruction  of  ships  and  their 
crews  in  our  harbors. 

It  is  stated  tbat  experiments  have  been  made  with  them  and  their 
effect  is  described  as  terrible.  It  is  reported  that  about  forty  of  them 
will  be  shipped  in  three  weeks. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Bear- Admiral  Saml.  F.  Dit  Pont,  ete. 
Eear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  ete. 
Itear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  ete. 
Commodore  James  L.  Lardner,  ete. 

N  w  R — YOl.  7   12 
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ivate,]  U.  S.  Consulate,  London,  August  3, 1862. 
Dear  Sib:  Id  h  previous  diHimtcU  or  letter  I  mentioiied  tbat  I  bad 

infimuation  that  the  CoiitWIeraten  were  tiaviitji;  cooBtmcted  qait«  a 
iiumher  of  diabolical  uiacbineH  for  the  destruction  of  ships  and  their 
ciewB  ill  oitr  harbors.  I  have  but  this  momeut  received  one  sheet  of 
drawings  atid  deairijitiou  of  tliis  most  destructive  of  human  iuventione. 
One  other  drawing  is  to  fiiUow,  further  illustrating  its  mode  of  opera- 

tion. Aa  it  19  to  come  fiom  a  distance  from  here  I  ehall  not  be  able  to 
obta.in  it  before  next  Thurailay,  when  all  will  be  sent  directly  to  yoa 
and  marked  private.  I  do  thiH  because  thtse  things  can  be  obtained 

by  promises  not  to  ext>ose  those 'who  furnish  tlieni  even  by  showing 
their  handwriting,  for  if  they  are  susjiected  of  furnishinR  any  informa- 

tion they  of  course  lose  their  places.  These  things  can  be  bought,  but 
with  difficulty,  and  it  is  done  with  fear  and  trembling,  I  trust,  there- 

fore, you  will  protect  him  as  far  as  possible.  If  it  be  necessary  to  send 
drawings  Ut  the  different  stations,  let  some  faithful  draughtsman  do 
the  work. 

Some  of  these  machines  were  taken  to  the  Continent  and  experimented 

on  secretly  as  possible,  and  tlieir  effect  is  described  to  me  as  "most 
terrible."  I  think  it  very  proV)able  that  this  is  much  exaggermed,  but 
lar  vessels  on  all  our  coast  and  rivers  must  be  guarded  if  they  get  them 
,  or  set  them  afloat  from  boat  or  small  vessels  along  our  coast. 
I  learn  that  about  forty  are  now  ready,  and  that  a  shipment  will  be 
lade  in  about  three  weeks.    I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  learn  how  they 

'11  be  sbipiied,  the  name  of  the  vessel,  etv. Yoar  obedient  servant,  V.  H.  Moqsb, 
Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  SKWARit. 

tport  of  ComvMiiiier    Wnod/mll,  U.  S.  Nari/,  reijariiing  afFatm  on  the 
•/amen  Rirer, 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 
■Tames  ]Jamesioirn]  Island,  August  19, 1863, 

_     Sir:  There  are  now  on  James  [Jamestown]  Island  upward  of  100 
contrabands,  men,  women,  and  ciiildreu.    Theyaio  in  a  great  state 
of  alarm,  fearful  that  they  are  to  be  abandoned.     Shall  I  send  them  to 
Fortress  Monroe  in  the  empty  coal  achnonerl 

The  army  has  all  passed  the  river.  The  enemy,  with  a  large  force, 

have  oi'oiipied  McClellan's  old  oamp  at  Harrison's  Landing;  their 
pickets  extend  now  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Chickahomiuy. 
We  shall  finish  coaling  by  4  o'clock  this  afternoon;  all  quiet  in  this 

locality. 
We  picke<I  np  a  man  in  a  boat.  He  says  he  belongs  to  one  of  the 

marine  regiments;  he  is  either  deranged,  or  is  feigning  to  be  so.  I 
directed  Lieutenant  Gibson  to  take  him  to  yon  in  the  Yankee. 

The  Aroostook's  boilers  are  in  a  very  bad  state,  and  leak  so  badly 
that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  keep  wat«r  in  them.  The  engineer 
thinks  he  can  make  the  necessary  repairs  in  twenty  four  hours,  if  he 
could  be  permitted  to  put  out  the  fires  and  cool  dowu.     I  do  not  feel 

^Wlthori!!e<i  to  give  permission  without  referring  to  yon. 
We  are  withont  our  niaiU  for  the  last  four  or  five  days. 

Very  respectfully,  et*.,  M.  Woodhdll, 
Commands,  V.  S.  Xavy. 

Commodore  Chaeles  Wilkes, 
Commanding  JunieR  Uittr  Flotvlla. 
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[Telegnun.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  August  19 j  1862 — 6  p.  m. 
Sir  :  Your  telegram  and  letters  have  been  received.  I  would  notify 

the  Department  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  engineers,  mechanics 
(carpenters  and  blacksmiths),  composing  the  naval  brigade,  and  very 
many  seamen  who  are  very  desirous  of  joining  the  flotilla.  The 
brigade  is  about  900  strong,  and  stationed  at  JSorfolk.  It  would  be 
very  desirable  if  we  could  get  some  of  these  men  transferred  to  the 
naval  service.  Very  many  of  them  have  volunte^Tcd.  It  would  only 
require  the  sanction  of  the  War  Department.  The  whole  brigade,  I 
understand,  have  been,  with  very  few  exceptions,  in  the  naval  service. 

The  James  River  is  now  entirely  clear  of  transports  or  any  other 
vessels  except  those  belonging  to  the  fleet. 

Respectfully,  Charles  Wilkes. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Jfavy^  Washington. 

Report  of  Commander  Armstrong^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  affairs  off  Wil- 
mingtonj  y.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  August  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  Three  contrabands  came  off  last  night.  They  report  the  steamer 
Carolina  (Kate),  Lockwood,  master,  from  Nassau,  entered  this  port  some 
thirteen  days  since.  She  brought  in  liquors,  clothing,  and  fruit;  had 
been  chased  and  c^>mi)elled  to  throw  over  her  arms  to  escape.  The 
master  stated  the  Nashville  was  at  Kassaa  when  he  left,  loading,  and 
was  coming  to  this  place.  The  contrabands  state  a  schooner  loaded 
with  salt  entered  Shallotte  Inlet  a  few  days  since,  and  that  a  rebel 
regiment  left  Smithville  for  Kinston,  N.  0.,  last  Saturday,  in  conse- 

quence of  a  report  of  an  attack  on  Swansboro  by  the  Yankees;  that 
there  are  two  gunboats  building  at  Wilmington,  and  a  gunboat,  mount- 

ing four  guns,  in  the  river;  the  Carolina  the  only  vessel  of  any  size  in 
port.  Tlie  Modern  Greece,  beached  at  New  Inlet,  brought  in  many 
articles,  and  much  of  her  cargo  was  saved;  she  brought  four  brass 
guns.  The  rifled  guns  the  rebels  have  in  use  were  brought  down  from 
Wilmington;  one  of  them  burst  at  Fort  Caswell  while  liring  on  our 
vessels  while  they  were  burning  a  schooner  attempting  to  run  in, 
which  killed  four  men  and  wounded  several  others. 

Captain  Brown,  of  Smithville,  who  left  one  of  the  inlets  in  the  sloop 
Spray,  for  Nassau,  since  destroyed  by  the  Penobscot,  returned  here  in 
the  steamer  Carolina,  probably  piloting  her  in,  as  her  master,  Lock- 
wood,  is  a  Charleston  pilot. 

The  vessels  stationed  on  this  side,  where  the  Carolina  is  said  to  have 
entered,  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact.  The  three  contrabands  have 
been  sent  on  board  the  Monticello,  Tugboats,  or  small  steamers,  could 
be  employed  advantageously  here  as  lookouts.  I  trust  the  vessels  now 
away  for  repairs  may  soon  return  to  their  station. 

I  enclose  inspection  reports  of  the  IT.  S.  steamers  Monticello  and 
Mystic,  and  duplicate  reports  of  a  vessel  boarded  last  week. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander,  Commandinq. 
Bear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh^ 

Oommandinff  North  Atlantic  Blodcadiiig  i^quodTou* 
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a  »ohot 
of  the  blockade  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  by  Steamer  Carolina  and looner. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnbbota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  September  i,  18f>3. 

SiB:  Yonrs  of  the  l!)th  ultimo  reticbed  we  by  the  mail  of  to-day,  aud 
[  regret  exceedingly  to  learn  that  two  vessels,  one  a  schooner  and  the 
other  the  steamer  Varolina,  had  succeeded,  a  short  time  previously,  iu 
eluding  the  blockade  and  getting  into  port.  This  will  never  answer. 
More  vigilance  must  be  exercised.  Why  ia  it  that  the  vessels  stationed 

on  the  side  the  Carolina  entered  "  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact?'' 
Appoint  a  board  of  three  impartial  and  soitable  officers  to  investigate 

the  subject  of  the  entrance  of  the  above  vessels  and  report  to  me  in 
writing  the  result  of  their  enquiry ;  and  if  there  be  fault,  let  them  state 

iraiikly  with  what  officer  or  officers  of  the  blockading  sijuadroa  ̂  " 
IVilmingtou  it  lies. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L,  M.  Goldsbobough, Rear- Admirt^Jf^ 

Gommati(li-r  Armstkono, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

P.  S, — I  wish  the  board  to  state  also  what  vessels  of  the  blot^knding 

Kforce  were  oB'  the  entrances,  resiiectively,  by  which  the  schooner  and 
^Bt«amer  managed  to  get  iu. 
*  L.  M.  O.   , 

Beport  of  board  of  onqniry. 

IT.  8.  8.  State  of  Georgia, 

Off  New  Inlet,  N.  C,  September  30, 1862.^ 
u     Sir  :  Id  obedience  to  your  order  of  September  25,  a  boanL  consieti^^ 

of  the  following  persons.  Commander  James  F.  Armstrong,  Lieutenant- 
Commauder  H.  N.  T,  Arnold,  aud  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Bunce,  in  place  of 
Charles  L.  Huntington,  acting  master,  as  directed  by  yourorderof  Sep- 

tember 29,  convened  this  day  ou  board  the  U.  8.  S.  State  of  Georgia,  the 
order  for  board  aud  Lieutenant  Bunce  as  a  member  hereunto  affixed, 
aud  proceeded  to  investigate  the  subject  as  required,  aud  called  Acting 
Master  John  J.  Sogers,  lo  whom  the  order  convening  the  board  was 

■read,  who  stated  as  follows: 
!  Stain  of  titargia  was  lyiug  otT  main  bur  of  Cnpe  Kear  River  on  tlio  19ttit>f 

BVgust.  Tbrev  ivjitru bauds  ctuue  oQ'  daring  the  ulgut  who  repucted  that  twelve 
"vioiiH,  or  about  the  Sth,  tbrt  steumt-i  Kate  run  the  liloi'k.iile  at  that  pltKH), 
uaiu  bar;  aIbo  that  a  BChooDer  had  rnu  into  8hu1lotte  hibt  about  the  same 

time,  At  the  time  of  thv  eutraaco  of  the  steamer  A'aM.  or  Carolina,  m»\  tli^  soliootiw 
at  Sballotle  lolet.  the  State  of  Gtorsia  veaa  oQ'  New  Inlet  id  ooiupaiiy  with  Petmhm^ 
and  TKloria.  1  lun  not  certain  what  veaeelB  were  on  the  other  aide  at  that  timi*,  but 
I  think  the  Myttie,  MonltMllo,  and  ̂ luri  and  Slrip»e. 

Acting  Master  A.  D.  Litti.epield  was  next  called,  to  whom  the 
r  convening  the  board  wa«  read,  wlio  stated  as  follows: 

_     1  heiird  from  a  euntrnbnnd  tliut  the  steamer  and  achoouer  bud  got  iu  about  the  SUl 

of  Angiut.     I  kuow  nothing  uf  my  own  knowledge.  ^"^ 
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Question  by  Board.  What  vessels  comprised  the  force  off  Wilming- 
ton, and  where  were  they  at  the  time  the  steamer  and  schooner  ran  in! 

Answer.  The  State  of  Georgia  was  off  New  Inlet  on  tbe  6tli.  I  do  not  recollect  what 
vessels  were  here  or  where  thev  were  stationed.  The  Monticello  was  at  Cape  Fear 
entrance^  and  the  Flctorta,  with  this  ship,  off  this  entrance. 

Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  Jambs  Wilkinson  was  next  called, 
to  whom  the  order  convening  the  board  was  read,  who  stated  as  follows: 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

Thomas  E.  Wilson,  gunner,  was  next  called,  to  whom  the  order 
convening  the  board  was  read,  who  stated  as  follows: 

1  know  nothing  of  the  sabject. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H«-N.  T.  Arnold  was  next  called,  to  whom 
the  order  convening  the  board  was  read,  who  stated  as  follows : 

I  know  nothing  of  the  stefamer  CaroUnaj  or  Kate,  getting  into  Wilmington,  but  I 
do  know  that  a  schooner  ran  in  to  Shallotte  Inlet  on  the  6th  of  August,  to  which 
I  gave  chase,  bat  failed  to  overhaul.  She  had  got  into  the  inlet  before  I  could  reach 
her,  and  disappeared  entirely.  Every  effort  on  my  part  was  made  to  cut  her  off,  but 
she  was  a  long  distance  off  when  first  seen.  At  the  time  the  Carolina  was  said  to 
have  run  in,  the  MifBtio,  under  my  conrniand,  was  off  Western  Channel  Bar,  and 
stationed,  to  the  beet  of  my  Judgment.  The  Monticello  and  the  Stare  and  Stripee  were 
assisting  my  vessel  in  the  blockade  of  that  entrance. 

Acting  Master  Samuel  B.  Meadeb,  of  the  Mystic^  was  next  called, 
to  whom  the  order  convening  the  board  was  read,  who  stated  as 
follows: 

I  have  no  knowledge,  of  the  entrance  of  the  steamer.  About  the  6th  a  schooner 

was  chased  by  this  BhTp:  she  was  distant,  when  seen,  about  12  mi  lee  from  the  anchor- 
age. She  haa  entered  nnallotte  Inlet  before  we  reached  there  and  had  disappeared 

behind  the  point.  Every  effort  was  made  to  catch  her.  There  were  on  the  western  * 
side  at  that  time  the  Myetic,  Montioello,  and  Stare  and  Stripee.  I  know  of  no  want  of 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  any  vessel  of  the  blockade  to  prevent  the  entrance  or  exit 
of  vessels. 

Acting  Master  R.  F.  Coffin,  of  the  Mystic,  was  next  called,  to  whom 
the  order  convening  the  board  was  read,  who  stated  as  follows : 

I  know  nothing  of  the  steamer.  I  have  never  seen  a  steamer  running  in  but  once, 
and  she  was  captured.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  August  I  had  the  morning 
watch.  At  daybreak  we  made  a  sail,  chased  her  into  Shallotte  Inlet,  13  miles  dis- 

tant. She  was  a  schooner,  and  got  in  some  time  before  we  reached  tbe  inlet,  where 
we  lost  sight  of  her.  The  Monticello,  Stare  and  Stripeej  and  Myetic  were  off  the  West- 
em  Bar.  Every  exertion  was  made  to  intercept  the  schooner,  cable  slipped,  and  the 
order  given  to  steam  as  fast  as  possible.  I  have  never  seen  any  want  of  vigilance 
on  the  part  of  any  of  the  blockading  squadron  to  prevent  the  entrance  or  exit  of  any 
vessels. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  M.  C.  Eeville,  of  the  Mystic,  was  next 
called,  to  whom  the  order  convening  the  board  was  read,  who  stated  as 
follows: 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  entrance  of  the  steamer  Carolina^  or  Kate,  I  do  not 
know  that  she  did  rnn  in.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  Angnst  a  schooner  was 
chased  into  Shallotte  Inlet.  When  I  came  on  deck  the  schooner  waa  inside  the 
inlet.  I  know  of  no  want  of  vigilance  or  effort  on  tbe  part  of  the  blockading  force 
to  intercept  all  vessels.  The  Monticello,  Stare  and  Stripee,  and  Myetic  were  on  the 
western  side  of  Cape  Fear  River.    The  Chippewa  left  the  day  previous. 

Mr.  Chables  M.  Lane,  pilot  of  the  Mystic,  was  next  called,  to  whom 
the  order  convening  the  ooard  was  read,  who  stated  as  follows: 

I  Joined  the  Myetio  on  the  4th  of  August.    I  know  nothing  of  the  entrance  of  any 
steamer  into  the  port  of  Wilmington.    I  saw,  on  the  morning  of  tho  6th  of  August, 
a  schooner  in  Shallotte  Inlet,  which  we  had  chased.    She  was  a  long  distance  off 
when  first  seen ;  could  onlv  be  seen  bv  a  glass  from  the  masthead.    Sh^  ̂ q»\»  vdX^^Vsf^^ 
we  ooold  get  up  to  her.    Every  exertion  was  made  to  oomA  u^  ̂ VX^ci  >^^  «^^<wsii^^«  ̂  
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no  wiiDt  of  vJEnlance  oa  the  p»rt  of  anyof  thelilookading  force  ti>  interoept 

iIb.     I  know  there  isnnDO  ou '■        -■  -"'^-   "    -    '■  -■-^-   ■"--^   
teurly  all  the  time,  day  nnd  night. 

]  Acting  Second  Eugiiieer  John  B.  Lowell,  of  the  Mystic,  was  next 
jalted,  U>  whom  tlie  order  conveuiDg  the  bourd  was  read,  who  st-ated  as 

pllows: 
I  »m  in  (■barge  of  the  enrinea  of  the  Mi/itia.     1  know  nothing  of  the  entrance  of 
ly  ateBiner  into  the  port  of  Wilmiiigtou.     On  the  morniUK  of  Uie6tb  of  Angnst.  at 

O'ligbt,  usail  was  saeti.  am)  the  steamer  JfyiNio  Blippcxl  her  cable  and  chaeud,  the 
iftlne  ruuniDic  at  fall  Bucetl.    The  sail,  a  soliooueT,  had  entered  Sballcitte  Inlet 

_jfore  WD  got  np  there,  where  we  loot  siKut  of  her.     I  know  of  no  want  of  effort  or 
Mfrilancc  uu  the  pnrt  of  any  officer  or  omoers  to  prevent  the  entrance  or  exit  of  any 

Acting  Third  Aftsistaiit  Engineer  G.  W.  Sbank,  of  the  Mystic,  was 
[li6.xt  called,  to  wboiu  the  order  convening  the  board  was  read,  who 
■  Stated  as  tbllows: 

1  know  Dotbint;  of  the  entrance 
Tibat  one  bad  entered.     Ikiuiwno   „    .„   
'  of  Wilmington.  I  know  of  the  cliaHini;  of  a  sebuoner  into  Hbiillotte  Inlet  o moruInK  <■!  tbu  6tb  of  August.  I  wiut  iu  tbo  nngiue  room,  it  being  my  nutcb.  .id 

wc-re running  riill  Hpeed.  but  tbe  vcaeel  got  into  tbo  inlot  before  wc  toubl  reaab  her, 
and  was  out  of  aiglit.  I  know  nothing  more  of  the  subject.  1  know  of  no  want  of 
Yigiluiice  or  i-ltbrt  on  (bo  part  of  anjouc  to  prevent  veasela  eluding  tbi'  liloolcjule. 
We  report  aa  tbe  reanlt  of  onr  enquiry  that  from  the  examination 

of  tbe  watch  and  other  oflicers  of  tbe  steamers  Slide  of  Georgia  and 
Mystic,  tbe  only  two  vessels  jtreseut  for  examiuation,  notbiug  is  known 
by  theiu  of  the  eutrauL-e  of  any  steamer  into  the  port  of  Wilmington 
beyond  the  statement  made  by  contrabands  that  sbe  no  entered  the 
Western  Bar  Channel  on  tbe  Mh  of  August,  at  which  time  and  place 
the  fiteamers  Mystic,  Monticello,  and  Stars  ami  Stripes  were  pre»eut. 
A  schooner  was  chased  by  the  Myotic  lata  Sballotte  Inlet,  13  miles 

distant  from  the  Western  Bar,  on  tbe  morning  of  the  I'th  of  August, 
the  same  steamers.  Mystic,  Monticello,  and  Stars  nnd  Stripes,  being 
off  tbe  We.stern  Bar  at  that  time.  Tbe  statements  of  the  ofUt^rs  show 
that  there  has  been  iio  want  of  vigilance  on  the  part  of  tbe  blockading 
force,  and  in  the  eiiae  of  the  schooner,  tbe  only  vessel  seen, every  eSbrt 
appears  to  have  been  made  to  pievent  ber  entrance. 

!W
e 
 

have  complete
d  onr  enquiry

  as  far  as  it
  extends  to  t

hese  two 
vessels,  tbe  Stain  of  Georgia  and  Mystic,  and  submit  our  reiwrt. 

very  respectfully,  youi  obedient  servants. 
Jah.  F.  Aemsteono, 

I
 
 

Commander. 
L  11.  N.  T.  Arnold, 
I  LieulenantCommawier. 

^  F.  M.  BUHCB, lAcuteimnt. 
Captain  Q.  H.  Scott, 

Cotndg.  V.  8.  8.  Maralama.  Senior  Officer  of  Wilmington. 

: 

I  Jjetler  from  Commander  Dnrenport,  U.  S.  Kary,  to  Flag-Officer  Qot4t- 
borough,  U.  S.  2fary,  enclnsing  r^ort  of  Acting  Master  Porter,  U.  8, 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ellin,  of  his  operations  near  Siransboro, 
y.  C,  August  15-19,  186S. 

U.  S.  S.  Hetzkl, 

Of  New  Seme,  &'.  C,  August  ?9, 1S62. 
8m :  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  report  of  Acting  Master  ComuaDd- 

iag  B.  H.  Porter  of  bis  operations  neat  Swausboro,  N.  O. 

i 
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I  am  assured  by  General  Foster  that  the  work  was  performed  to  his 
complete  satisfaction.    I  commend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the 
energy  and  good  judgment  displayed  by  this  young  officer  wherever 
his  services  have  been  brought  into  requisition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  K.  Davenport, 

Commander  and  Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Bear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Norfolk,  Ya. 

[Enclosare.] 

U.  S.  S.  Ellis, 
Off  New  Berne,  N.  0.,  August  26, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order*  of 
the  12th  instant,  I  got  the  Ellis  underway  the  same  evening  and  pro- 

ceeded via  Core  Sound  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  where  I  anchored  at  3:30 
p.  nk  on  the  13th  and  reported  to  Captain  Glisson  (senior  naval  officer 
present),  and  afterwards  to  Acting  Brigadier-General  Stevenson. 

After  waiting  for  the  army  boats  until  the  15th  we  got  underway 
together  and  proceeded  outside  to  Bogue  Inlet,  through  which  we 
passed  and  anchored  in  White  Oak  River  below  the  swash.  At  2  a.  m. 
August  16  the  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  up  across  the  swash,  and 
at  3:30  a.  m.  anchored  off  the  town  of  Swansboro. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  I  landed,  by  the  order  of  General  Steven- 
son, and  destroyed  the  salt  works  at  the  lower  edge  of  the  town,  belong- 

ing to  C.  H.  Barnum.  The  works  consisted  of  one  large  copper  boiler 
and  eleven  iron  vats ;  also  two  large  buildings.  General  Stevenson  pro- 

ceeded down  the  sound  and  destroyed  the  salt  works  there.  On  the 
morning  of  the  19th  went  ashore  on  Dudley's  Island  and  blew  up  a 
rebel  battery.  The  battery  was  intendexl  to  mount  thirteen  guns,  but 
as  yet  only  six  have  ever  been  mounted,  and  they  were  removed  to 
New  Berne,  where  we  captured  them. 

After  blowing  up  the  battery  and  burning  the  barracks  I  returned 
on  boardy  and^  as  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  accomplished,  I 
returned  to  this  place. 

Very  re8i)ectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
Benj.  H.  Porter, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Commander  H.  K.  Davbnport,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Senior  Naval  Officer  and  Commanding  Naval  Forces, 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Report  of  Lieutenant  McCook,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  8.  S.  Stars  and 
Stripes,  regarding  the  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Stars  and  Stripes, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  August  19,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  20th  July  I  have  to-day  dis- 
charged nineteen  one-year  men  and  placed  them  aboard  the  U.  S. 

transport  Ouide  for  passage  to  New  York.  These,  in  addition  to  six 
sent  to  Philadelphia  in  the  prize  brig  Napier,  make  twenty-five  one- 

*  See  pp.  642, 643. 
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year  men  wlio  have  beeu  sent  from  tlie  sliip,    I  have  not  Bailors  enough 
left,  to  man  my  boats,  though  I  have  men  enough  to  work  my  battery. 

The  vent  of  onr  liO-itomuler  Parrott  gun  lias  ciU  away  to  such  au 
extent  that  I  foivr  the  gun  will  be  seriously  damaged  if  used  much  more. 
If  we  can  get  a  new  bonching  with  the  vent  already  drilled  we  may  be 
able  to  remove  the  old  one  and  enter  the  new  one. 

I  have  al80  to  report  that  the  topper  on  the  ship  is  badly  cut  away 
the  Btai'board  side.  From  the  slow  manner  in  which  the  vessel 
^ea  through  the  water  I  think  the  copper  on  the  bottom  must  be 

insidcrably  ttirn,  also.  ThiM  1  attribute  to  the  rough  usage  of  the 
vessel  in  crossing  the  swash  at  Hatteraa  Inlet  and  to  the  number  of 
times  she  has  been  ashore  and  on  wrecks  while  in  the  souikI.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  worms  hBve  already  commenced  eating  into 
the  hull. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  again  compelled  to  call  your  attention  to  defects  in 
our  machinery.  I  forward  you  a  report  ma^lo  by  the  senior  engineer. 
By  it  you  will  see  that  the  heavy  working  of  the  vessel  in  a  seaway 
has  caused  her  to  droop  both  forward  and  aft.  The  result  of  this  is  that 
the  principal  strain  of  the  shaft  has  been  brought  upon  the  "thruat" 
bearing.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  vessel  is  gradually 
Btrnightening.  As  all  our  heavy  weights  are  in  a  manner  stowed  at 
the  extremities  of  the  vessel,  this  atraighteuing  is  probably  the  result 
of  such  stowage,  combined  with  ber  heavy  working  in  a  sea  way.  I  see 
no  \¥ay  in  which  we  can  remedy  this.  If  we  take  the  weight  out  aft 
the  wheel  will  be  out  of  water  and  the  vessel  be  rendered  useless. 
At  the  risk  of  being  deemed  otUcious,  I  would  respectfully  suggest 

that  this  vessel  had  better  be  recalled  from  this  station  as  bood  as 
possible.  I  feel  perfectly  conlident  that  if  we  are  caught  in  any  of  the 
heavy  galea  that  may  soon  be  expected  on  our  coast  we  will  never  live 
through  them.  We  can  not  make  headway  against  a  heavy  sea  and 
wind. 

With  a  fresh  northeast  wind  and  the  usual  head  sea  we  matle  but 
3  miles  au  hour  when  coining  np  here.  The  engines  were  making 
70  revolutions  per  niitiut^  at  the  time.  Had  the  sea  been  heavier,  we 
would  not  have  been  able  to  turn  the  engines  so  rapidly;  we  wocdd 
have  had  less  power  to  overcome  a  greater  resistance.  Ilow  we  are  to 
ikeep  the  vessel  head  to  sea  in  a  gale  of  wind  is  more  than  I  can  tell. 

The  vessel  has  been  nearly  a  year  in  commission.     During  this  time 
had  steam  up,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  days.     We  have 

lever  had  her  overhauled,  nor  has  she  in  any  way  been  repaired.    The 
senior  engineer  says  she  needs  a  thorough  overhauling  badly. 

not  consider  her  a  safe  vessel  for  this  duty.  I  have  said  but 
little  about  her,  thinking  that  when  the  one-year  men  left  we  would 
be  Heut  North,  bat  I  now  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  exactly  our  condition. 
In  making  this  statement  I  have  no  desire  to  escape  the  aniileasant 
duty  of  blo<kading.  A  sense  of  the  duty  I  owe  the  Government,  whose 
proi>erty  I  am  in  charge  of,  compels  me  to  say  that,  in  m^  opinion,  this 
vessel  will  never  bve  through  the  month  of  September  if  kept  on  our 
Kwst. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
R.  8.  McCooK, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Stam  ami  Stripeatm 

Rear-Admiral  L.  M.  (iOLnaBOKOCOH, 
Commanding  North  Attantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Braine^  U.  8,  Navy^  to  0.  P.  Patterson^  esq., 
regarding  surveys  of  the  entrances  to  yew  Inlet  and  Western  Bar, 
North  Carolina, 

U.  S.  S.  MONTICELLO, 

Off  Wilmington^  N.  0.,  August  20,  1862. 
Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  July  20  this  day;  also  box  con- 

taining books,  etc.  If  you  will  refer  to  my  letter  of  July  7  you  will 
find  I  offered  to  make  a  survey  of  the  vicinity  of  New  Inlet  and  the 
vicinity  of  Western  Bar  entrance.  To  survey  the  bar  of  either  of  these 
entrances  would,  at  this  present  time,  be  a  risky  business,  as  at  New 
Inlet  the  boats  undertaking  this  business  would  be  within  800  yards 
of  thirty  guns,  which  the  enemy,  I  know,  would  use  with  good  effect. 
At  the  Western  Bar  they  would  be  distant  1^  miles  under  a  like  num- 

ber of  guns.  As  desirous  as  I  am  of  complying  with  the  request  of 
surveying  these  entrances,  I  do  not  think  it  practicable  at  this  time. 
My  proposition  was  and  is  to  run  lines  of  soundings  off  and  on  shore,  up 
and  down  the  coast,  even  up  [to]  the  enemy's  batteries,  not  a  mile  dis- 

tant, as  nearer  I  do  not  consiaer  it  prudent  to  go  in  these  days  of  rifled 
guns.  If  you  will  look  at  a  preliminary  chart  of  Frying  Pan  Shoals 
and  entrance  to  Gape  Fear  Eiver,  North  Carolina,  made  by  hydro- 
graphic  party  under  the  command  of  Lieutenants  T.  A.  Jenkins  and 
J.  N.  Mafiitt,  U.  S.  Navy,  scale  ̂ o^jiji,  1867,  you  will  readily  understand 
to  what  I  allude.  At  Federal  Point  light- house  there  are  batteries 
mounted  with  heavy  guns,  and  all  along  Federal  Point,  nearly  to 
abreast  Zeek's  Island.  On  Oak  Island,  western  entrance,  there  is  a 
battery  where  the  two  light-houses,  known  as  Bug  lighthouses,  for- 

merly btood.  You  may  assure  Assistant  Secretary  Fox  for  me  that  on 
the  Western  Bar  entrance,  at  mean  high  water,  12^  to  13  feet  can  be 
carried  over,  aud  on  the  Bip,  at  the  same  entrance,  12  feet  can  be  car- 

ried over.  The  New  Inlet  entrance,  at  mean  high  water,  12  feet  can  be 
carried  over  and  past  Zeek's  Island  into  Gape  Fear  Eiver.  This  infor- 

mation is  based  upon  my  own  personal  knowledge,  together  with  the 
information  received  from  contrabands  who  have  run  away  from  this 
place  within  the  last  four  months  and  who  have  acted  as  pilots.  When 
the  Nashville  ran  in  at  New  Inlet  I  am  told  that  she  carried  over  13 
feet  actual  draft.  On  the  occasion  on  which  I  went  into  New  Inlet 
under  a  flag  of  truce  with  this  vessel  I  ran  in  to  within  1,200  yards  of 
the  battery  and  steamed  in  an  ellipse  in  front  of  the  works  for  an  hour, 
keeping  the  lead  going  all  the  time,  and  the  least  water  was  5^  fath- 

oms. I  am  positive  that  I  can  pilot  our  heaviest  ships  in  to  attack  the 
batteries  at  Federal  Point  of  not  more  than  1,200  yards,  and  the  least 
water  they  will  have  will  be  6  fathoms.  In  executing  this  work  which 
I  am  about  to  undertake  I  should  like  to  have  some  discretionary  order 
from  the  Department  upon  which  I  could  proceed  from  point  to  point, 
as  I  desire  to  work  and  to  move  about  during  the  day  with  the  steamer 
as  may  be  necessary.  I  would  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  send  me 
a  metal  protractor,  as  they  are  so  much  handier  to  work  with  than 
paper.  I  do  not  really  know  how  I  can  observe  the  tides,  as  there  is 
no  point  on  the  coast  on  which  we  can  land  in  this  vicinity.  Be  pleased 
to  make  my  respects  to  Secretary  Fox  and  to  Professor  A.  D.  Bache. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  L.  Braink, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello, 
0.  P.  Patterson,  Esq.,  or 
Professor  A.  D.  Bache, 

Coast  Survey  Office,  Washingtanj  D,  C 
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Or^er  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Ifary  to  Flag-Officer  Ooldgborougk,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  cooperate  with  the  artny  in  the  embarkatioit  of  troops. 

SJlvy  DepabtmenT,  Augiut  5-',  1862. 
SiH:  1  transmit  herewith  »  copy  of  a  GoiDuitiuiciition  beiiring  an 

endorseuieut  of  M^jor-General  Halleck  ami  addressed  to  tliat  officer 
by  the  Qiiart«ruiaster-Geiieral,  under  date  of  the  21i^t  iiialant. 

Yoa  will  aesUt  the  army,  as  far  as  you  may  be  able,  in  ctnbnrkiiig 
the  troops  at  Fortresf.  Monroe  aud  Newport  News,  a6  desired  by  M^jor- 
Oeueral  Halleck. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 
GlUEON   WsiLLEB. 

Bear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsbobocgh, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockaiting  Squadron.  Xor/oll;  Va. 

(Similar  letter  to  Commodore  Charles  Wilkes,  commanding  James 
Eiver  Flotilla.) 

lEuclo-uiT.! 

QuABTEKMASTER  General's  Office, 
^Yalihi)lgton  City.  August  31,  1863. 

General:  I  du  not  know  whether  the  Navy  is  assiatiug  in  the 
emharkatioii  of  troops  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  Yorktown. 

As  there  is  little  wharf  room  ut  those  places  and  at  Newport  News, 
the  navy  could,  by  sending  their  boats  to  as)«ist,  much  expedite  the 
transfer  of  the  men  from  the  land  to  the  transports. 

As  Bpefd  in  this  transfer  is  of  such  grent  impoTtance  to  the  country, 
1  reapectftilly  suggest  for  yonr  consideration  the  submission  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Na\'y  of  a  request  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
fleet  send  all  boats  which  can  be  spared  to  cooperate  with  tlie  officers 
of  the  amiy  in  this  embarkation. 

1  have  seen  how  much  can  be  done  in  such  way  by  a  zealous  uaTal 
commander  aud  would  not  hesitate  to  ask  such  assistance. 

I  am,  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servaut, 
M.  C.  Meiqs, 

t^artermaster-  General. 
Mtuor-General  U.  W.  Uallbck, 

Commiinditiff  C.  S.  Army. 

IBnaorxuucul.i 
August  22, 1862, 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  a  request 
that  the  order  suggested  may  be  given.    No  doubt  every  assistance  is 
abeady  being  rendered. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 
Oeiieral  in  Chief,  U,  S.  Army. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Fluster,  V.  S.  N^avy,  to  Commodore  Jioteaii,  U.  S. 

A'acy,  regarding  promotions. 
V.  8.  S.  Commodore  Pebhy, 

Plymouth,  K.  C,  Augmt  22,  IS63. 
My  Deab  Coxmodobb:  I  did  not  receive  your  long,  interesting, 

aud  very  kind  letter  of  the  1st  instant  until  yesterday,  so  pray  do  not 
think  me  remiss  in  replying. 
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Please  accept  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  good  opinion  yoa  express 
of  me  to  the  Department.    I  shall  always  strive  to  deserve  the  same. 

I  knew,  so  soon  as  I  saw  announced  in  the  papers  the  promotion  of 
MacDiarmid  and  Woodward,  that  you  had  been  the  cause,  and  so 
stated  to  Woodward.  He  was  very  agreeably  surprised,  and  is  very 
grateful  to  you. 

It  was  kind  in  you,  commodore,  to  remember  the  volunteers,  and 
very  unkind  in  the  admiral  to  overlook  them.  However,  in  this  respect 
I  think  the  regulars  can  scarcely  flatter  themselves  that  he  exhibited 

any  partiality.  ♦ •  •••«•• 

I  should  greatly  like  the  command  either  of  an  ironclad  or  a  wooden 
gunboat,  if  we  are  to  have  any  more  use  for  them  soon,  but  if  we  are 
to  l>e  as  idle  as  I  am  here  I  might  as  well  remain  in  the  Perry, 

I  very  rarely  make  applications  to  the  Department,  but  take  my 
orders  quietly  as  they  come,  and  I  have  not  vanity  enough  to  suppose 
that  they  would  give  me  a  command  on  application.  It  was  pure  good 
luck  which  gave  me  this  vessel,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  my  position  on 
the  register  authorizes  me  to  expect  another. 
We  all  expected  you  back  with  new  gunboats  and  a  separate  com- 

mand, and  were  disappointed  when  we  learned  you  were  not  coming. 
I  am  no  advocate,  as  I  once  was,  for  promotion  by  seniority.  Pro- 

motion by  merit,  though  liable  to  great  abuse,  is  still,  I  think,  the  only 
way  to  stimulate  men  to  action  and  keep  them  from  stagnating  in  the 
slough  of  routine.  The  French  have  an  excellent  system,  which  encour- 

ages subordination  and  daring  at  the  same  time.  Two  thirds  of  their 
navy  officers  are  promoted  by  seniority,  the  other  third  by  merit.  A 
record  is  kept  at  the  admiralty  of  all  officers.  Good  marks  are  given 
to  such  officers  as  receive  commendatory  letters  from  their  command- 

ers, and  a  certain  number  of  good  marks  entitles  tone  to  promotion. 
This  system  has  the  advantage  of  encouraging  good  feeling  between 
the  commander  and  his  officers,  without  the  existence  of  which  duty 
is  rarely  well  done  or  discipline  maintained. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  you  did  not  get  your  promotion  to  rear- 
admiral,  and  hope  it  will  only  be  deferred  until  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  Ko  commander  in  the  Navy  has  done  more  to  deserve  it  than 
yourself.  I  should  also  like  very  much  to  see  Case  promoted.  I  deem 
him  a  fine  officer  and  a  clever  gentleman.  Woodward  is,  in  my  opin- 

ion, a  much  better  man  to  bring  into  the  regular  service  than  MacDiar- 
mid. I  should  much  like  to  see  Hotchkiss  promoted  to  an  acting 

volunteer  lieutenancy,  and  shall  try  to  afford  him  an  opportunity 
shortly  to  distinguish  himself.  He  is  a  very  worthy  man  and  careful 
in  the  execution  of  orders. 
We  have  a  great  deal  of  fever  here  now,  and  should  have  more 

physicians.  I  have  established  a  hospital  in  the  best  house  in  town. 
It  is  pretty  well  filled  always.  No  deaths  have  yet  awhile  occurred. 
We  need  more  doctors  and  a  more  liberal  supply  of  medicines.  I  fear 
that  my  whole  crew  will  be  sick  when  the  grog  is  stopped  on  the  1st  of 
September.  Davenport  has  been  aboard  with  me  for  some  days  past, 
on  a  visit.  Potter,  from  Washington,  visited  us  some  time  since  with 
thirty  cavalry.  I  have  at  last  got  rid  of  Mr.  Thomas.  I  permitted 
him  to  resign  the  other  day  to  avoid  exposure.  He  was  an  unprincipled 
fellow. 

It  is  now  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  quite  time  that  all  prudent men  were  abed. 

Matter  omitted  \vtui  of  a  pQt«oii«X\i»Ai\)kX^ 
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Again  thankio^  yon,  commodore,  for  yoar  flattering  report  of  me  at 
the  Department  and  your  kind  ad\-ice  for  my  liealtb,  witb  tbe  best 
wishes  for  your  Biicoese  an'l  happiness  jq  life, 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  yours, 
0.  W.   l-'LCSSEB. 

lOommodore  Rowan,  U.  S.  Navy.] 

JJavuiiiKjrt  aiid  Woodward  wiah  to  be  kindly  remembered. 

NuKPOLK,  Augmt  33,  J8CS. 
(Reeeired  1: 10  p,  m.) 

I  am  not  advisedof  the  intentions  of  the  army  on  thei)eniDsnla  abont 
Yorktown  and  vicinity,  but  if  the  object  be  to  retain  force  thereabouts 
the  naval  service  now  in  York  Kiver,whiehconBistB  of  only  one  gatiboat, 
the  Ckocurit,  should,  1  tbiuk,  be  increased  by  at  least  two  more  vessels 
like  her  in  class  and  armament.  The  Uepi'J'tmeut  is  aware  that  1  have 
none  at  my  disposal  to  order  there. 

L.    M.   UOLDSBOHOtlGB, 
RearAilmiral. 

Hon,  Gideon  Wbllbh, 

HeireUiry  w/A'nry, 

Order  of  FJag- Officer  Qoldshorough,  U.  8.  Nary,  to  Commander  Pattertimj 
U.  a.  Narg,  to  afford  tiggialance  to  the  army  nt  Yorktown, 

V.  a.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Xor/olk,Va.,  August  S3,  1862. 

SiB:  Tou  will  afford  every  assistance  iu  your  power  to  the  army  at 
Yorktown  iu  embarking  the  troops.     If  your  assistance  has  not  been 

asked  ofl'er  it,  and  if  it  is  required  use  every  means  yon  have  at  com- mand to  render  it  as  effectual  as  possible. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obeilient  servant, 

L.   M.  OOLDSBDEOUGH, 
Hear- Admiral. 

Commander  T.  II.  Patterson, 
Commandinj/  V.  S.  S.  Choctira,  York  Rirer,  Va, 

Order  of  Captain  MoKitiatry,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Sltankland, 
U.  8,  Jfary,  commanding  U.  S.  .S.  Onrritvok,  to  proceed  to  Jamestown 
Inland. 

V.  8,  8.  Dacotah. 

Off  Jordan's  Point,  Auiiust  23, 1802. 
SiK  :  Proceed  with  the  steamer  under  yoar  command  to  Jamestown 

Islau<t  and  report  to  Commander  Woodhnll.or  the  senior  naval  officer 
there. 

On  your  way  down  the  river  eiamiue  the  shores  (from  your  vessel) 
for  rebel  batteries  or  works.    Should  you  discover  any,  shell  them  out, 
and  reiKirt  the  facts  to  the  senior  olUcer  at  Jamestowu. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J,   P.   McKlNSTBY, 

Senior  Captain. 
VoVXAyDIKO   OFFfCER   I  IF  TITE  U.  8.  8.  CuaftlTTJOK. 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        669 

Report  of  Commander  Armstrong^  U.  8,  Navy^  regarding  the  inefficiency 
of  the  blockade  of  Wilmingtonj  N.  G, 

U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 
Off  Wilmington,  HI.  C,  August  23^  1862. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  enclosed  letters  from 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  T. 
D.  Webster,  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Victoria.  I  have  directed  Commander 
Parker,  the  senior  officer  present  off  New  Inlet,  to  hold  a  survey  on  the 
machinery  of  that  vessel,  being  governed  by  the  circular  from  the  Kavy 
Department  of  January  29, 1862,  and  to  transmit  the  report  herewith 
in  duplicate  to  you  for  your  decision.  If  Commander  Parker  should 
deem  it  necessary  he  will  send  the  Victo^'ia  to  Beaufort  to  line  her 
shaft,  which  seems  the  most  important  defect  for  immediate  repair. 
Eequisitions  have  already  been  sent  for  anchors  for  her. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  McCook  informs  me  lie  has  reported  to  you 
the  condition  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  and  expects  to  be  ordered  north 
for  repairs. 

Our  present  force  here  is  small;  one  vessel  is  of  necessity  constantly 
away  for  coal,  and  as  the  vessels  do  not  carry  the  same  amount  of  coal, 
or  for  the  same  number  of  days,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  have  only 
one  absent  at  a  time.  There  should  be  a  force  sufficient  to  allow  one 
vessel  to  be  absent  from  each  side  without  reference  to  vessels  on  the 
other.  This  will  require  a  force  of  at  least  ten  vessels,  and  that  number 
is  believed  to  be  requisite  to  maintain  the  blockade  efficiently  of  this 
port  alone.  The  utmost  vigilance  is  required  from  the  vessels  block- 

ading, as  the  steamer  Kate  will  endeavor  to  escape  and  other  vessels 
may  be  expected  to  try  to  run  in. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander,  Commanding. 
Bear- Admiral  L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Report  of  FUtg-Offiicer  Ooldsborough.  U»  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  strength" 
ening  of  the  Confederate  jortifications  at  New  Inlet 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  August  21, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  a  report  of  Commander  Arm- 

strong of  the  State  of  Oeorgia,  dated  oft'  Wilmington,  August  13,  the following  paragraph  occurs: 
The  rebels  are  very  active  in  strengthening  their  fortifications,  and  have,  on  the 

New  Inlet  side,  and  probably  on  this,  rifle  ̂ uns  of  i^reat  range ;  they  have  a  weU- 
established  set  of  signal  flags  by  day  and  lights  by  night. 

The  dispatch  informing  the  vessels  off  Wilmington  that  a  rebel  gun- 
boat had  left  Queenstown  about  July  31  was  received  there  on  the  11th 

instant,  per  the  Magnolia. 
The  health  of  the  vessels  on  that  station  is  reported  as  generally 

good. 
I  am,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Ooldsborough, 
Rear-Admiral,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C% 
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tr/rom  Oommodnre  Wilkes,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Secretarp  of  the  JToi 
regarding  the  cooperation  of  the  Navy  with  the  Amt}/. 

Flao-Steameb  Despatch, 
Hampton  Hoaits,  AugtiH  24,  1 

  TSlR:  Yonr  letter,"  enclosing  tbe  copy  of  one  from  Ueueral  Meijp^ 
Quartermastcr-Ueiieral,  to  General  Halleck  baa  been  received.  I  can- 

didly cout'esH  to  great  Burprise  at  its  coutenrs.  After  the  sigiial  coopei-- atiou  of  the  Navy,  no  officer  of  rank  in  tbe  Array  has  any  right  to  doubt 
the  aid  fftim  our  branch  of  the  service  being  given  on  every  occasion  in 
wbicb  it  could  essentially  promote  its  operation.  1  beg  leave  to  say 
tbat  Quartermaster  General  Meigs  eau  have  batlittle  knowledge  of  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops  nowinoperatiouby  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
in  embarking  at  Ibis  point,  or  he  uever  would  have  indulged  in  the 
suggestion  to  General  Halleck  relative  to  tlie  cooperation  of  the  Navy, 

I  am  happy  to  inform  tbe  Department  that  the  acknowledgments  of 
General  MeOlellan  for  the  aid  rendered  his  arniy  by  the  naval  force 
under  my  couimaiid  were  expressed  to  me  ere  his  departure  from  t 
Peninsula  in  warm  and  grateful  terms. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charles  Wilkes, 

ComiiKtntiiiiif  Jamim  River  Flotilla. 
Boa.  OniBOK  Welles, 

Se<iretary  of  Ihfi  Naptf. 

oort  or'  Commander  Armstrong,  V.  S.  Navg,  of  captvre  of  8chot 
Mnry  Eliinbeth,  off  Vfilmingtm,  -V.  0. 

U.  S.  S.  State  op  Geobgla, 

Off  ir»7nH«j;fon,  A'.  6'.,  Anywaf  Si,  m&Z. 
iBnt:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tbe  capture  of  the  British  Bchoou 
nSvf.v  i^limlfthf  of  Nassau,  while  attempting  to  mn  the  blockade.    Sf 

'^captured  while  ninuing  in  for  the  Wilmington  Bar,  so  near  thatb 
kSter,  aupvr^-argo,  and  mate  made  their  escape  in  the  schooner's  i 

b  the  shore,  taking  with  them  a  small  black  boy,  leaving  ou  board 
crew  of  four  black  men.  She  was  first  seen  by  the  Stars  and  Slripea  i 
3: 45  a.  m.,  and  the  seizure  was  made  by  her.  Her  cargo,  as  |ier  manifef 
consistetl  of  salt  and  fruit,  but  u  portion  of  the  latter  had  rotted  an 
beern  thrown  overboard.  She  left  Na.-^sau  on  the  13th  of  August,  anf 
her  crew  report  she  has  been  four  days  off  this  (wrt.  They  state  the 
Orelo  had  been  cleared  and  was,  with  crew  on  Iward,  at  anchor  outside 
the  yort  of  Nassau,  and  that  many  steamers  were  in  iwrt.  The  si-hooa- 
cr's  patters  had  been  i:>udorsed  by  the  U,  8,  3.  Hnnlsrilh  on  the  llith  of 
August ;  ̂ wsition  of  schooner  not  mentioued.  The  blacks  slate  the 
master  endeavored  to  scuttle  the  scbooner  before  leaving,  but  was  pre 
raiit«d  by  them. 

^  send  home  in  charge  of  the  prize  Acting  Master's  Mate  John  T. 
^gfaes.  of  this  ship ;  Acting  Master's  Mate  WilUam  F.  Gragg,  of  the 

tr»  and  stripes,  and  one  seaman  from  her  and  the  Mgtlie.    I  am  <»m- 

elled  to  send  n  master's  mate  from  this  ve-ssel  to  navigute  her  to  tl 
port  of  Philadelphia,  where  f  have  directeii  the  prize  to  proceed.  ; 
have  forwarded  all  pa;>ers  founil  ou  boanl,  with  an  nccouiil  of  Iheo 
ture,  to  the  Hon.  Juho  Oadwalader.  Judge  of  the  U.  8.  distriet  i 
for  the  eMStcrn  district  of  Pennsylvanta. 
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I  enclose  muster  rolls  of  the  U.  8.  steamers  State  of  Georgia,  Mystic, 
and  Stars  and  Stripes,  vessels  present  at  the  time  of  captnre. 

Very  respectfaily,  your  obedient  servant, 
JAS.   F.   ARMSTRONa, 

Commander,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer. 
Ron.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Report  of  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding   U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon,  of  arrival  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Baltimore,  August  J24, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
at  this  port.  This  being  Sunday,  I  can  not  report  to  the  commanding 
officer  until  the  morning,  and  I  shall  use  every  exertion  to  have  her 
repairs  completed  as  soon  as  i)0S8ible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain^  U.  S.  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Wells,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Isa4U) 
N,  Seymour,  of  the  sinking  of  that  vessel  August  24 ̂   1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Ellis, 
Neuse  River,  near  New  Berne,  N.  C,  September  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  regret  the  necessity  which  compels  me  to  report  the  sinking 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  I.  N.  Seymour  during  the  afternoon  of  August  24 
ultimo.    The  details  are  as  follows : 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  E.  E.  Colhoun,  commanding 
U.  S,  S.  Hunchback,  and  senior  naval  officer  present,  I  proceeded  with 
steamer  Seymour  under  my  command  up  the  Neuse  River,  for  the  pur- 

pose of  covering  the  landing  of  troops  at  a  point  some  10  miles  above 
New  Berne. 
When  about  3  miles  above  New  Berne,  the  vessel  moving  as  slow  as 

possible,  she  struck  the  edge  of  a  bank,  projecting  nearly  midway 
across  the  river,  the  shock  so  gentle  as  to  scarcely  be  perceptible.  The 
engine  was  immediately  reversed  but  would  not  back  ofif;  run  out  a 
kedge  on  the  quarter  and  hauled  her  stem  around  into  deep  water,  but 
she  still  remained  fast,  with  5  feet  of  water  forward  and  19  feet  aft. 
Then  tried  the  usual  method  of  rolling,  by  running  all  hands  from  side 
to  side.  She  had  now  been  aground  two  hours,  and  up  to  this  time 
had  made  no  more  water  than  usual;  after  running  the  men  back  and 
forth  a  number  of  times,  working  the  engine  back  strong  and  hauling 
on  the  line  to  kedge  at  the  same  time,  she  started  off.  No  sooner  was 
she  afloat  than  the  engineer  on  watch  reported  her  filling  with  water 
very  fast.  The  pumps  were  immediately  set  agoing  and  men  stationed 
at  the  hatchways  with  buckets  to  bail;  found  the  water  gaining  at  the 
rate  of  If  inches  per  minute,  with  everything  workiii(g  ̂ ^\L  IdajCL  \s«t 

on  the  bank  as  far  as  possible  to  prevent  &\ii\LVii|(\XL^<Q«{^'^ii%XjSL%  '^^^^^ss^ 
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no  longer  a  jmssiliility  esistetl  to  keep  the  tcsbpI  siloat,  the  men  were 
ortlored  to  stop  bailing  and  save  everytliing  possible;  Hncceeded  in 
saving  all  (he  ammnDition  on  board  and  a  few  storps,  but  no  provisions. 
The  vessel  waa  abont  one  liour  in  sinking,  during  wliiclt  time  every- 

tliing was  conducted  in  an  orderly  manuer,  without  a  single  inatanoeof 
misunderstanding  or  liat-kwardness  by  officers  or  men. 

Since  the  vessel  sank  I  liave  been  constantly  eiuploye<I  endeavoring 
to  raise  her,  but  without  snccess,  as  the  material  hitherto  used  has 
been  too  light;  it  is  now  being  replaced  by  something  more  snbstaniial 
and  better  fltt«d  than  before,  and  I  hope  soon  to  have  the  honor  to 
report  her  afloat. 

The  vessel  when  groniided  was  in  charge  of  a  negro  pilot,  pat  on 
board  by  <Jolonel  [Horace  A. 1  Manchester,  of  the  marine  artillery. 

The  natare  of  the  damage  done  to  the  vessel  has  not  yet  been  ascer- 
tained. 
Conhdeut  of  soon  having  her  up  and  in  running  trim,  1  have  the 

honor  to  be,  air,  very  resitet^tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
F.  S.  Wells, 

Acting  Meister,  C<mma7iding  U.  S.  S.  jfteymiiwr. 
Oommander  H.  K.  DavbnporT, 

Commandinff  Jfaval  Furcea  in  the  Waters  of  North  Carolina. 

Navv  UkpaBTMENT.  August  34.,  \1f<G2]. 
Send  immediately,  if  not  already  done,  one  of  the  double-end  gnn 

boats  and  four  lighter  draft  boats  to  Aquia  Creek  to  cooperate  with 
the  army.     Let  thorn  report  by  letter  to  the  Department. 

GroBON  Welles. 
Oommwlore  ChAs.  Wilkks, 

Commanding  James  Rirtr  Flotilla,  Fortress  Monrot; 

Order  of  Flag-Opeer  OoUlshorotigh,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Commander  Daren- 
port,  v.  K  Nary,  regarding  the  disposition  of  ichisky  on  (he  abolishment 
of  the  npirit  ration. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Miunksota, 
Norfolk,  Ya.,  A  iigtist  St,  iSGS. 

SiB:  As  by  law  the  spirit  ration  iu  the  Navy  is  to  cease  from  and 
after  the  1st  day  of  September  next,  you  will  direct  the  pay  officers  of 
Die  vessels  in  the  sounds  to  transfer  to  the  medical  officers  whatever 
tjuantity  of  whisky  they  may  require  for  medical  purposes.    All  that 
may  remain  in  the  vessels  under  your  anthority  after  such  transfer  you 
will  cause  to  be  shipiied  by  the  tirst  opportunity  in  a  public  vessel  to 
Hamilton  Itoads,  there  to  be  transferred  to  the  charge  of  Commander 
B.  J.  Totten,  (commanding  V .  9,  storeship  Brandgirine. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
h.  M.  GOLDSBOBOUGH, 

Rear  Admiral,  Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqvadron. 
Commander  H.  K.  Davenport,  U.  8.  Navy, 

Cumman<ling  V.  S.  S.  Hetzel,  and  Senior  Officer  in  the 
Sounds  of  North  CaroHtia,  Ncir  Berne,  N.  C 
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Report  of  Captain  Olisson,  U,  IS.  Xavj/y  regarding  U,  IS.  S,  ̂ stars  and 
Stripes. 

U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon, 
Baltimore,  Augwtt  ̂ i,  186:,\ 

Sir:  While  at  Beaufort  I  forwarded  to  you  a  report  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  McOook  in  relation  to  bis  vessel,  the  Stars  and  Stripes, 
I  would  most  respectfully  state  that  she  is  entirely  too  frail  to  encounter 
the  heavy  gales  on  our  coast  in  the  month  of  September.  She  could 
render  good  service  in  some  of  the  rivers,  and  let  a  more  substantial 

one  take  her  place.  Nine  vesseJs  oft*  Wilmington  arc  barely  sufficient  to retain  a  strict  blockade.  The  vessels  would  be  then  empJoyed,  viz, 
four  on  each  side  of  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals  and  one  away  coaling. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
().  S.  Glisson, 

Captain  J  U.  S.  Navi/, 
Hear- Admiral  L,  M.  GoLDsnoROUGH, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va, 

Order  from  Commodore  Wilkes,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Scott,  U.  S, 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8,  S.  Maratanza,  to  proceed  to  Jamestoicn  Island, 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Off  Jordan^ s  Point,  James  River,  August  2o,  1862, 
Sir:  You  will  get  underway  with  the  Maratanza  tomorrow  morning 

at  9  o'clock  and  proceed  down  the  river  as  far  as  Jamestown  Island. 
The  object  of  your  trip  is  to  ascerUiin  whether  tlie  enemy  are  making 
or  have  made  any  fortifications  or  works  on  either  shore.  You  will, 
therefore,  make  a  careful  reconnoissanceof  the  river  and  its  shores, 
and  return  to  your  anchorage  in  the  evening. 

EespectfuUy,  etc., 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 
Commander  G.  II.  Scott, 

Commanding  Steamer  Maratanza,  James  River  Flotilla. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Wilkes,  U,  S,  Navy, 
regarding  cooperation  oftJw  Navy  with  the  Army  at  Aquia  Creek, 

Navy  Department,  Augustus,  1862, 
Sir  :  I  sent  you  a  telegram  yesterday  directing  that  Ave  gunboats  be 

sent  immediately  to  Aquia  Creek  to  cooperate  with  the  army.  This 
order  was  in  a  verbal  requisition  to  the  Department  for  five  or  six  light- 
draft  gunboats  at  that  point.  I  did  not  specify  which  boats,  for  I  knew 
not  which  could  be  spared  with  least  detriment  to  you.  They  will 
doubtless  have  been  dispatched  before  this  reaches  you. 

The  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  army  movements,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  the  peninsula,  will  render  necessary  a 
corresponding  change  in  the  tlotilla  which  was  organized  to  cooperate 
with  and  aid  the  army  in  its  then  contemplated  demonstration  u^^^ycx 
Bicbmond. 
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Until  the  military  forces  shall  have  become  consolidated  nnder  the 
new  order,  the  flotilla  will  continue  to  menace  Richmond,  but  the 
Department  is  not  prepared  to  adviso  offensive  operations,  nor  do  I 
know  that  it  is  expected.  In  a  few  days  the  tiotilla  will,  in  all  ])roba- 
bility,be  relieved,  and  as  soon  as  it  can  be  a  considerable  portion  of  its 
gunboats  will  be  detached  and  ordered  to  other  duty. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Wellee. 

Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 
Commanding  James  River  Flotilla, 

[Telpfcram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Angmt  ̂ 5,  [1862], 
(Received  at  Washington  A  ugust  20,  1 1  a.  m.) 

Sir:  The  vessels,  one  double-ender  and  four  smaller  steamers  of 
lijjht  draft,  have  been  dispat<;hed  agreeably  to  your  order  by  telegram. 
They  will  report  to  you  on  arrival  at  Aquia  Creek  by  letter. 

Respectfully,  yours, 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Washington. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer    Goldsboroughj    U.  S.   Xavy,  regarding   loss   of 
(J,  S,  S.  Henry  Andrcir, 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  August  26, 1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry 
Andrew  J  wliile  on  her  way  from  Port  Royal  to  New  York  to  be  repaired, 

wjis  wrecked  15  miles  south  ot*  Cape  Henry.  She  went  on  shore  last Sunday  afternoon,  the  24th  instant,  and  at  the  time  it  was  blowing  » 
heavy  gale  of  wind  from  northeast.  From  what  I  gather  she  is  bilged 
and  can  not  be  recovered.  There  is  no  loss  of  life,  i  have  sent  a  tug  to 
bring  the  officers  and  crew  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  also  her  guns,  etc 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Rear- Admiral^  [Conidg,]  North  Atlantic  Bhckading  Squadron, 
Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

Report  of  JAeutenant  Gardner,  U.  S,  Nary,  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Henry 
Andreir, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  AnguM  27,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  obedience  to  the 

orders  of  Rear-AdmirHl  S.  F.  I)u  Pont,  I  left  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  on  the 

juorningot*  the  2Ist  instant  bound  to  New  York,  wind  light  from  the 
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northward  and  eastward.    At  4  p.  m.,  weather  looking  donbtful,  ran 
into  Stono  Inlet  for  a  harbor. 

At  early  daylight  on  the  22d  up  anchor  and  stood  out  to  sea.  At 
11 :15  p.  m.  of  the  23d  .passed  Cape  Hatteras  in  20  fathoms  of  water, 
and  stood  N.  by  E.  28  miles,  then  steered  north;  weather  calm  and 
cloudy,  with  a  long  swell  from  the  N.  E.  At  5  a.  m.  of  the  24th  the 
wind  came  ont  strong  in  a  sqnall  from  the  N.  E.,  with  an  increase  of 
the  swell,  which  had  been  growing  throughout  the  night.  At  (»  a.  m. 
Cape  Hatteras  bore  S.  by  W.  f  W.,  distant  48  miles.  The  wind  and 
sea  increasing,  steered  N.  W.  by  N.  for  Hampton  Eoads.  From  this 
time  to  meridian  the  wind  continued  to  increase,  blowing  violently  in 
squalls  and  the  vessel  laboring  and  straining  in  a  most  frightful  man- 

ner, leaking  badly.  At  1  p.  m.  made  the  land  on  the  port  beam,  12 
miles  distant ;  endeavored  to  haul  up  K.  E.  to  gain  an  offing,  but 
owing  to  her  light  draft  (4  feet  3  inches  forward  and  6  feet  4  inches  aft), 
she  continued  to  lay  in  the  trough  of  the  sea  and  drift  bodily  toward 
the  land,  without  steerage  way  and  with  her  decks  flooded  with  water. 
At  4  p.  m.,  wind  and  sea  increasing  and  the  pumps  barely  able  to  keep 
her  afloat,  I  called  a  council  of  all  the  officers,  and,  it  being  their  unani- 

mous opinion  that  she  could  not  be  kept  clear  of  the  land  through  the 
night  ̂ beingthen  within  lA  miles  of  the  breakers),  I  reluctantly  put  up 
the  helm  and  ran  her  on  the  beach,  when  I  immediately  commenced  to 
save  the  armament  and  stores,  which  I  am  happy  to  say  was  accom- 

plished without  accident  and  with  but  little  damage. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  I  dispatched  Acting  Master's  Mate 

Birtwistle  to  Norfolk  (30  miles  distant)  to  report  to  the  admiral  of  the 
station.  On  the  26th,  at  2  p.  m.,  the  U.  S.  S.  Young  America^  acting 
first-assistant  engineer  commanding,  came  down  and  anchored  outside 
the  breakers  and  commenced  to  take  on  board  the  stores  and  ammuni- 

tion. On  the  27th  still  taking  on  board  what  can  be  saved  from  the 
wreck,  including  ordnance  stores,  paymaster's  stores,  small  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  the  20-pounder  Parrott  gun.  As  the  vessel  bilged  in 
a  few  hours  after  she  struck,  the  powder  and  rifle  shell  were  lost.  The 
breakers  running  heavily  on  the  beach,  it  was  with  difficulty  this  much 
was  saved,  and  at  5:30  p.  m.  I  finally  abandoned  the  vessel,  and  with 
all  the  officers  and  crew  went  on  board  the  Young  America  and  arrived 
here  at  10: 45  the  same  night. 

I  beg  leave  to  speak  in  high  terms  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  crew,  and  particularly  of  Acting  Master  W.  G.  Wright,  executive 
officer,  in  canyiug  out  my  orders  and  preserving  the  discipline  of  the 
ship  under  very  trying  circumstances;  as  well  likewise  Acting  Assist- 

ant Engineer  Pimblitt,  for  his  unremitting  attention  to  the  engine 
throughout. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  S.  Gabdneb, 

Late  Commanding  U,  8,  8.  Henry  Andrew, 
Kear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsbobough. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Depabtment,  August  2Sy  1862. 
Have  the  loss  of  the  Andre^c  investigated  by  a  court  of  enquiry. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Bear- Admiral  Goldsbobough, 

Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrou^  ̂ orfoUt^  Na. 
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)rilt!r  of  FUtg-OffirrF  GoUlnborouffh,  r.S.Xary,  to  fAeut«nant  McCook, 
r.  S.  Nary,  (itnimaniUHii  I'.  S.  *'.  iStan  awl  UtripeH,  to  procetd  to 
y,^/olk,  V,t. 

V.  S.  Fi,Aosnip  Minnesota, 

Xtir/iiil;  I'd.,  August  :ie,  Jfifi:^, 

3ib:   I'roccwl  In  NtirlVilk,  Va.,  with   the   I.'.  N.  iS'.  IStars  ajid  Strijiai, F Under  your  {uiiuiii»ad.  mill  re[H)rt  to  lue. 
I  am,  very  rcupeotfully,  your  obtMlieut  servaut, 

L.  M.  GoLDSitoBOtrti, 
tiear-Admiral. 

Iiieut«ii!iiit  Comiiianiling  Kodkbick  S.  McCqok,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanditis  U.  S.  ̂ .  Star*  and  Slripeg,  lieaufbrl,  ,V,  C 

I  Sepoj-to/  lAeutPHant  Flu«»er,  U,  H.  Navy,  encionng  reporti  of  oprratioHa 
in  the  Ckowan  Jiiver,  North  Carolina,  Atitfittil  3-S3,  ISHH. 

U.  8.  8.  CoMMODOHE  Perry, 
J'lymoutk,  y.  C,  AuijuHt  3ti,  18(!3. 

.Site :  i  send  Mji'k  l)y  the  I'ulnani  to  Hoauoke  Island,  whure  she  goes  to olitaiii  cuhI,  but  1  fe^r  she  will  liud  none  Miere,  as,  when  the  BrinJc^r 
cauie  from  there,  there  were  but  3(1  tons  left,  and  the  steamer  Hungar 
was  liaulingaluiigaido  the  schooner.  Later. — I  haveconcluded  toseiid 
the  Putnam  to  New  ISerne  to  tow  up  the  provision  schooner.  We  shall 
be  nearly  entirely  out  of  provisions  by  the  time  she  arrives  here. 

I  send  you  Acting  Master  Hotchkiss's  report  of  his  work  up  (Jhowau 
Biver;  he  did  it  well.  Acting  MiUttei'  Giddinf^s'  report  was  made  sul)- 
Bflqnently  to  the  rei>oi-t  of  Uotchkiss,  and  was  therefore  not  referred  to ill  that  of  the  hitter. 

Vi'&  have  »  great  many  sick  here.     If  Dr.  Bradley  tan  be  spared,  I should  much  like  to  have  htm,  if  only  for  »  »hiirt  time.    There  were  83 
sick  at  the  hospital  on  yesterday,  -0  are  iuuiates  of  the  institution,  and 
there  are  others  who  ought  to  be  there      I  fear  there  uuiy  be  many  more 
siek  on  vessels  alter  the  1st  of  September,  at  whiuh  date  the  spirit  ration 
is  abolished  by  law. 

L     Oaptaiu  Graves  is  sifk  at  the  hospital;  an  oflieer  (engineer)  of  mine 

liJB  there,  and  a  master's  mate  of  the  I'utnam;  also  a  master's  mate  of 

Pmine. This  place  is  very  unhealthy,  aud  so  soon  as  I  can  leave  with  safety 
b)  the  troops  on  shore  I  shall  scatter  the  vessels  about  the  sound. 

We  have  pretty  reliable  reports  of  a  large  force  coming  to  attack  us 
frinnTarboro;  we  shall  whip  them. 

There  are  also  rumors  of  an  ironclB<I  boat  up  this  river;  if  she  does 

k<iot  come  down  before  the /7iin{.'Ab'i('A*  arrives,  we  will  (hen  go  to  look  her I  think  she  is  not  there. 
The  bacon  and  pork  seized  by  the  Putnam  I  gave  to  the  army  here. 

On  the  8th  I  went  up  the  Chow:in  and  seized  from  Reddick's,  where 
Hotchkiss  had  been  before,  some  4,000  jiounds  of  bacon  and  Sj  hales 
of  cotton.    These  were  disj^setl  of  in  accordance  with  your  verbal  order. 
The  Putnam  a&'ompanied  me.     I  also  had  on  board  Captain  Ilanimell 

Lfuid  25  of  his  company,  F,  of  the  Ninth  Now  York  Volunteers;  he  went 
lap  for  a  fight,  but  fonud  do  enemy. 
I  Uotchkiss  has,  I  think,  pi-etty  well  done  np  Chowan  Kiver.  He 
tftlways  executes  oitlers  well,  and  I  should  begrctitly  (ileased  to  see  him 
Vjusde  an  acting  volunteer  lieutenant;  he  deserves  it 
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You  will  see  by  his  report  that  he  saw  our  cavalry  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Chowan. 

I  send  herewith  a  report  of  Dr.  Maun  on  Mr.  Sanborn,  of  the  BrinJcer; 
I  fear  his  lits  are  produced  by  another  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
C.  W.  Flussbr, 

lAeiitenantj  Cominanding, 
Commander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

Senior  Ifaval  Officer  in  the  Inner  Waters  of 
North  Carolina^  New  Berne^  X,  C, 

[Endorrtement.  ] 

September  7, 1862. 

Memorandum. — Regular  receipts  should  be  taken  for  captured  provi- 
sions transferred  the  Army,  with  the  view  of  transmitting  them  to  the 

Commissary-General  of  the  Army. S.  P,  Lee, 

AcUng  Rear- Admiral. 
[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  General  Putnam, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  August  11,  1862. 

SiB:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  3d  instant,  I  proceeded  with 
the  steamers  Benry  BrinJcer  and  Shawsheen  in  company  to  the  Chowan 
Kiver.  At  Winton  I  tired  three  shells  at  some  rebel  pickets  who  were 

stationed  at  the  ferry;  they  went  oft'  in  a  hurry,  leaving  their  knap- sacks, a  gun,  and  one  sword.  I  destroyed  their  ferryboat  and  went  on 
up  the  river.  At  Keddick's  Landing,  I  fired  two  shells  at  some  pick- 

ets, who  left  immediately.  Destroyed  another  ferryboat,  which  was 
being  used  by  Mr.  Eeddick  to  transport  bacon  for  the  rebel  Army.  I 
received  reliable  information  that  Mr.  Keddick  was  furnishing  bacon, 
etc.,  for  the  rebel  Army;  I  therefore  landed  a  howitzer  and  a  company 
of  men  from  the  Shawsheen,  Brinker,  and  this  vessel ;  marched  up  to 
Mr.  Keddick^s  house  and  seized  about  2,000  pounds  bacon  and  a  small 
quantity  of  salt.  Fired  several  rounds  from  the  howitzer  to  disperse 
the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  gathering  in  some  force.  Returne<l 
down  the  river  destroying  boats,  etc.,  along  the  banks.  On  the  5th 
instant  received  information  that  1,000  cavalry  were  to  attack  us  at 
Winton.  Steamed  up  past  Winton  with  Shawsheen  and  Brinker; 
ordered  the  Brinker  to  fire  a  few  shells  along  the  bank,  but  received 
no  reply.  Sent  the  Brinker  up  the  river.  She  went  up  to  Franklin  and 
ascertained  that  the  report  about  a  bridge  being  built  across  the  river 
was  false.    I  returned  down  the  river  in  company  with  the  Sluiwsheen. 
On  the  7th  instant,  sent  the  Shawsheen  to  Plymouth  with  the  bacon 

and  four  conscripts.  On  the  8th  steamed  up  to  Winton,  landed  a  com- 
])any  of  men  on  the  east  shore  to  search  for  some  bacon  belonging  to 
the  rebel  Army,  but  it  h:id  been  carried  away. 

1  have  destroyed  a  great  many  boats  of  diflerent  kinds,  yet  there 
may  be  some  left  yet,  secreted  up  the  small  creeks,  but  1  have  destroyed 
their  principal  means  of  crossing  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
W,  J.    HOTCHKISS, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Flitsser, 

Senior  Naval  Officer ,  Albemarle  Nouud,  IK^ortU  CaroXviux.. 
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TT.  8.  S.  GKNEKAL  Pt'TNAM, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  Auijmi  35,  ISSi 

SiB:  In  obedieuue  to  your  orders  of  tlie  13tb  iu:itaut  I  (jrocewled  t» 
le  ChtiWHu  Hiver  to  relievo  the  Lockwood.    At  i>  o^clock  u.  in.  saw  a 
^kt  ci'ossiu^'  the  river  wliicli  latidtd  before  1  i-onki  rettch  liur,  but  left 
smiil]  box  of  clotbiog  and  a  Ko)dier'»  overcoat,  which  I  took  poKseit- 

nitnt  of,  and  destroyed  their  boats.  At  9  o'oloek  a.  ui.  naw  a  Hag  of 
tnive  at  Holly  Laudiug;  sent  a  boat  iishore;  found  it  was  for  pvriiiU- 
ttiou  to  croiis  ̂ e  river  lor  letteru;  did  not  grant  it.  Met  the  Mteaiuer 
Lwkipood  and  Brtnker;  delivered  your  orderu  to  steamer  Loclncood 

uud  anchored  iu  company  with  the  Brinker.  At  10  o'clock  got  under- 
way and  Bteamed  up  Diugaderry  Ci'eek  to  conimuuicate  with  Union 

(ravalry.  Lieutenant  [UewittC]  Ellis,  of  the  New  York  First  Mounted 

BitliMt,  vame  on  board.    At  5  o'clock  p.  in.  auchored  o6'  Gauuou's  Ferry. 
August  14. — At  8  o'clock  a.  ni.  saw  a  Hag  of  truce  on  the  west  shore. 

A  lady  wished  to  cross  witli  herbaggageaod  children  over  to  the  Union 
lines;  I  itermitted  her  to  do  so.  At  1  o'clock  got  underway  and  steamed 
up  the  river,  leaving  the  steamer  Brinker,  as  she  was  nearly  out  of  coal. 

At  Q  o'clock  p.  m.  anchored  oH'  Zoar's  Landing. 
Augtutt  15. — At  4  o'ldock  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  the 

river  as  tar  as  the  junction  of  the  Nottoway  and  Blackwater  rivers; 
sent  an  armed  boat  up  the  Nottoway  about  2  miles  and  seized  a  ferry- 

boat, whiL-b  400  rebel  cavalry  ha<l  ciossed  over  on  the  previous  night; 
destroyed  tlie  ferryboat  aud  returned  down  the  river.  Desti'oyed  tViur 
boats  at  Reddick's  Ferry.  At  (i  o'clock  p.  m.  anchored  ott'  Zoar's Landing. 

Aufftul  Id, — At  5  o'clock  a.  m,  sent  a  boat  ou  shore  to  bring  off  the 
family  of  Mrs.  Burroughs  to  take  them  to  Plymouth,  they  having  bc«u 

thi'eatened  imprisonment  by  the  rebels;  they  applied  to  uh  fur  protec- 
tion. At  9  o'clock  a.  m.  got  underway  aud  steamed  down  the  river 

and  anchored  below  Cannon's  Ferry.  At  6  o'clock  got  underway  and 
niD  nearer  the  east  shore  for  the  better  protection  of  our  cavalry  who 

e  stationed  there,  and  ordered  the  Brinker  to  do  the  same,  as  aii 

bttaek  was  expected  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
Aut/vet  la. — lieceived  William  Clark  on  board,  as  he  wishes  to  join 

tbe  service.  At  S  o'clock  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  down  thv 
river  about  20  miles  and  auchored  near  the  west  shore. 

Auj/UHt  19. — At  5  o'clock  a.  ni,  sent  a  boat  to  seize  a  tiatboat  contain- 
ing  a  transportation  wagon  for  the  rebel  army,  whicli  crosseil  the 

river  iu  the  night;  9  o'clock  got  underway,  ran  across  the  river,  and 
Bent  a  bout  up  the  Kockahock  Creek  to  destroy  some  boats.  Destroyud 
four  boats  and  one  scow,  seized  about  oOO  pounds  bacon,  then  stcaiuud 
up  thti  river  again  and  anchored  off  our  cavalry  station. 

Augu«t  :dl. — At  H.'M)  o'clock  a.  m.  got  underway,  steamed  up  the 
river,  went  on  shore  at  Gates'  Ferry  and  seized  2  bales  wool,  10  sut^ks 

I  pork,  2  sacks  corn,  I  bale  home
spun  cloth,  which  had  just  ur

os&ud  tbe 
river,  belonging  to  Mills  Roberts,  who  had  esi^uited  with  three  horses 

Bud  several  negroes.  Destroyed  thi-ee  boats  and  proceeded  on  up  the 
Tiver,  destroying  many  boats  uloug  the  banks,  8ent  a  boat  on  shore 
to  search  the  i^remises  of  Albert  Cross,  where  they  were  building  a 
Wge  raft,  wlitch  we  destTx>yL>d.  :ind  one  l>oat.  Proceeded  on  up  a<9 
tu'  as  tbe  Blackwater  Biver  and  returned  aud  anchored  off  Zoar's 
Xauding. 

Any»»l  33, — At  a  o'clot-k  a.  ni,  got  uiidiTway,  stisauied  down  tbe 
Xiver;  stopped  at  Seems  Creek;  went  with  armed  l>oat  up  the  crttuk  to 
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destroy  boats.    Found  three  and  cut  them  up;  returned  on  board  and 
proceeded  on  down  the  river  and  anchored  off  our  cavalry  station. 

Augtist  J23. — At  io  o'clock  p.  ui.  steamer  Shawsheen  came  up  with 
orders  for  me  to  return  to  Plymouth. 

Very  rehpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  J.   HOTCHKISS, 

Acting  Mastery  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Flusser, 

iSenior  Naval  Officer,  A  Ibemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina, 

P.  S. — Sir:  I  seized  the  pork,  etc.,  because  it  was  being  transported 
troni  Union  to  rebel  lines  without  permission,  knowing  that  tlie  river 
was  blockaded  and  no  one  there  to  claim  it. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  means  of  transportation  across  the  river  is 
completely  broken  uj),  as  I  have  destroyed  all  the  boats  of  every 
description  that  I  could  find.  I  seized  the  500  pounds  of  bacon,  as  I 
had  reliable  information  that  it  was  going  to  the  rebel  army. 

W.  J.   HOTCHKISS, 

Order  of  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
iSmith,  U,  8,  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U,  8,  8.  Stepping  Stones 
and  render  assistance  to  the  army, 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Off  Jordan^ s  Pointy  James  River,  Atigust  26, 1862. 
Sir  :  You  are  detached  from  the  command  of  the  Norfolk  Pa^cketj 

mortar  schooner  No.  1,  and  will  immediately  take  command  of  the 
steamer  Stepping  Stones.  Acting  Master  A.  J.  Frank  will  put  you  in 
])ossession  of  all  orders  given  to  that  vessel.  Besides  having  command 
of  the  Stepping  Stones,  yon  will  attend  to  the  supplies  of  the  mortar 
Kcliooners  of  the  James  Kiver  FlotiUa.  The  facilities  afforded  you  in 
the  Stepping  Stones  will  enable  you  to  perform  this  extra  duty. 

You  will  designate  to  Commander  Woodhull  the  vessels  of  lightest 
dralt.  Immediately  on  assuming  the  command  of  the  Stepping  Stones 
you  will  report  to  General  Dix,  and  inform  him  that  you  have  been 
directed  by  me  to  render  such  assistance  as  may  be  needed  to  the 
Army  in  transporting  troops  from  and  to  such  points  as  he  (General 
Dix)  may  designate.  When  you  have  rendered  General  Dix  the  assist- 

ance he  may  require,  you  will  repair  to  this  anchorage  and  report 
to  me. 

Respectfully,  etc., 
Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Lieutenant-Com'mauder  W.  Smith, 
Norfolk  Packet. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  flag-officers  commanding  block- 
ading squadrons,  enclosing  extracts  from  consular  dispatches  regarding 

explosive  machines  being  manufactured  for  the  Confederates,  and  other 
operations  abroad. 

Navy  Department,  August  26, 1862. 

Sir:  1   transmit  herewith  for  your  information  extnicts  from  dis- 
patches received  by  the  Se<!n»tiiry  of  State  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
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London,  tlateil  August  8  and  ft,  relative  to  tlie  Harriet  Pinckncy  and 
lier  cargo,  the  cargo  of  Hit-  Aiirippinn,  infernal  m:ii-liineH  or  torpeilofs. 
now  being  oonatnicted.  »nd  iXm  \i\n\\  of  t)io  relielH  for  ti  general  Ktrike 
in  September.  Also  extnii-C  froiii  dispatch  of  the  U.  S.  conanl  at  Liv- 
urjHioI  relative  to  tlie  (lltuUaUir  and  Svnbcatn. 

Very  resiieetfidly, 
GiDRON  Weli.ks. 

Rear-Admiral  !►.  (i.  Fabhagut, 
Viimilff.  Wexttrn  (liilf  IHorkadiiuj  Nqu/i'lron,  Xeir  Orlitinn. 

Hear  Admiral  I..  M.  (tnLUsnuuotKin, 
Vomtlg.  Norik  Altnnlir  Jtloflnilinii  Si/wtdron.  Kur/olk,  Va. 

Oommodorit  ^.  H.  i.ARDNKB, 
Comilff,  Eaxtern  Oiil/  Jilorkailiiui  filtjiiadrim.  Keg  HVitf,  Fla. 

V,  S.  CoNsri,ATK, 

London,  Auf/VHt  8.  ISfiS,^ Sir:  III  a  private  letter  sent  to  you  last  week  I  mention wl  that  I  liwl 
olitjiinecl  drawings  <if  an  invention  tor  destroying  ships  in  hailwr.  I 
liiTewiili  forward  the  lirHt  sheet;  »  full  <lust;ription  with  a  second  sheet 
will  be  sent  next  week,  perhaps  hy  mail  t^iniorrov,-.  They  will  not  all 
be  ready  before  two  or  three  weeks,  1  am  promiseil  one  of  the  niai'Ltnes, 
or  a  model  on  a  amall  Kcale,  wiili  a  bottle  of  the  Dnid  whidi  lill.s  the 
globe  or  shell.  Yon  will  see  where,  by  the  green  colur  which  tills  the 
globe  in  tignre  1.  Thia  tintd  \i  very  pni^onoust  and  inflammahle,  and 
will  destroy  life  and  everything  uoiiHinmible  it  comes  in  contai;t  with. 
The  ballM  in  the  tiottoni  of  Ibe  globe  are  also  Hlleil  with  poismioiis, 
intlatnniable  matter,  and  iire  int«niled  for  the  destnic.lion  of  life  as 
well  as  i>r  the  shij),  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  get  an  e\planation  <if 
the  matter.  I  hope  to  lenrn  by  what  vessel  tbe.y  are  Kbipped,  but  iu 
this  may  fail;  if  so,  it  shall  not  bo  my  fanlt.     •     •     • !■'.  H.  MoitPE, 

Vimnul. 
[W.  H.  aEWAiin. 

SeiTtlari/  n/  Shili-.] 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
IJ.  S.  Consulate, 

London  J  August  9,  1862, 
SiE:  I  lierewitli  forward  the  Hecond  sheet  of  drawings  referred  to  in 

dispatch  55.  You  now  have  the  whole  plan  as  plainly  as  1  have  been 
able  to  obtain  it. 

I  consider  an  eiirly  notice  of  this  mode  of  naval  warfare  so  important 
that  I  felt  justified  in  giving  it  much  attention  and  at  considerable 
expense.  This,  however,  will  l»e  moderate  in  comparison  with  ils 
importance. 
The  Confederate  agents  here  have,  with  their  allies,  become  very 

cautious  and  suspicious  and  keen,  ana  resort  to  tricks  to  throw  us  off 
their  tracks.  These  infernal  machines  may  be  shipped  from  Liverpool, 
as  that  port  is  much  nearer  than  this  to  the  place  where  they  sire  man- 

ufactured, and  they  will  not  be  very  likely  to  risk  them  all  in  one  ves- 
sel, but  divide  them  and  ship  by  different  vessels.    *    *    * F.  H.  Morse, 

ConHul, 

[W.  IT.  Sewabd, 
Secretury  of  8UiteJ\ 

[Kncliisiire  No.  3.] 

London,  August  .9, 1862, 
SiB:  The  following  is  the  explanation  which  C2i>me  with  the  sheet  of 

drawings  herewith  sent: 
Figure  A  is  a  top  view  of  a  iioat  or  boat  containing  three  cases  or 

miichines  set  in  ready  for  use,  and  tlie  design  is  to  i)ut  thein  afloat 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  that  can  be  selected,  and  send 
among  our  ships,  and  if  the  explosion  takes  ])lace  at  the  right  distance 
the  consequences  will  be  most  horrible. 

Figure  B  shows  the  boat  and  cases  cut  through  lengthwise,  and  lu>w 
deep  the  boat  will  set  in  the  water  with  the  cases  or  machines  in  readi- 

ness to  be  sent  on  its  mission. 
Figure  C  shows  a  view  of  a  boat  and  case  cut  through  the  micUUe 

chopways. 
Figure  D  shows  the  machine  at  the  moment  when  the  part  contain- 

ing the  poisonous  fluid  and  explosive  balls  filled  with  poisonous  matter 
has  been  thrown  out.  This  is  a  capital  idea,  but  carrying  it  out  is 
rather  diflicult,  and  unless  well  managed  may  expose  the  persons  man- 

aging them,  if  put  afloat  from  boats,  and  they  do  not  get  away  far 
enough  before  the  explosion  takes  place.  The  spring  is  made  of  steel 
and  is  very  powerful. 

Next  week  I  will  sond  a  model  of  one  of  the  machines  and  a  bottle  of 

the  fluid,  but  be  very  careful  with  it,  as  handling  it  is  dangerous.    •    •    ♦ 
fF.  H.  Morse, OouHul.\ 

W.  II.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State.] 



682 NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

[Subeuclosure.] 

Fig,  A. 

a— 
s. \ 

'I. 

o. 

Fig,B. 

Fig.C. Fig.D, 

Memorandum, — The  fluid  is  composed  of  materials  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous description,  invariably  burning  wherever  a  drop  falls.  There- 

fore, iu  ])ackiug,  the  greatest  attention  is  necessary.  The  iron  arouud 
the  glass  bomb  is  one-fourth  inch  thick.  The  fuze  has  G  minutes  by  1 
inch,  and  cau  not  [be|  extinguished  by  getting  wet.  The  cases  must  bo 
broken  before  the  execution.  The  iron  ])Iate  around  the  box  is  half  au 
inch  thick.  All  throw  about  three  fourths  foot  water.  The  kautshuk 
[caoutchouc?!  must  be  of  best  quality.  The  balls  are  of  different  sizes; 
thrown  at  a  distance  of  about  20  or  30  yards  will  be  suflScient  to  protect 

their  own  people  fronj  danger.  •  *  *  The  wood  is  sponge  wood, 
solt,  elastic,  and  of  a  burning  nature. 

[Enclosure  No. 4.] 

V.  S.  Consulate, 
London,  Autjnst  />,  1S63. 

Sir:  •  •  •  In  the  councils  of  the  Confederates  here  then*,  is  still 
talk  of  a  great  and  decisive  blow  to  be  struck  at  the  Union  Army  and 
Navy  in  September,  when  tliey  say  their  preparations  will  be  made  to 
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carry  out  their  x>l^QS*  May  not  the  collection  of  gunboats,  infernal 
machines,  large  stores  of  war  material  at  Kassau  and  vicinity,  and  even 
the  cry  of  the  .British  press,  which  has  commenced  here  against  what 
they  call  "Yankee  blockade"  of  a  British  port,  Nassau,  be  preparatory 
steps  in  this  plan  of  theirs  for  one  great,  and,  as  they  say,  final  suc- 

cessful struggle  f 
I  am,  etc., 

F.  H.  Morse, 
U,  S,  CotisuL 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State. 

[Encloeure  No.  5.] 

XJ.  S.  Consulate, 
TAverpooly  August  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  dispatch  No.  101  and  the  sailing  of  the  steamer 
Gladiator^  I  have  now  to  state  that  on  the  5th  instant  the  ofticial  pub- 

lication of  the  clearance  of  this  vessel  was  made.  You  will  recollect 
she  sailed  on  the  30th  tluly.  On  the  4th  August,  six  days  after  she 
sailed,  she  was  entered  to  load  for  Bermuda,  and  on  the  same  day 
cleared  for  this  last-named  port.  At  this  time,  when  she  was  entered 
to  load  for  Bermuda,  she  was  probably  1,000  miles  from  Liverpool  on 
her  journey.  The  official  publication  was  made  on  the  day  after  August 
5.  The  first  publication  of  her  cargo  was  made  today.  I  have  obtained 

a  copy  of  her  manifest  so  far  as  the  cargo  has  been'  entered  at  the  cus- 
tom-house. You  will  see  that  her  cargo  is  of  a  nature  that  fully  justi- 

fied me  in  saying  that  she  ought  to  be  captured  wherever  found.  There 
are  already  entered  675,000  cartridges,  2,940,000  percussion  caps,  106,000 
pounds  gunpowder,  11,570  rifles,  9,840  muskets,  18  brass  cannon,  and 
6  steel  rifled  cannon,  86  tons  saltpeter,  with  swords,  pistols,  etc. 

In  dispatch  of  August  0  reference  is  made  to  the  sailing  of  the  screw 
steamer  Sunbeam.  This  vessel  is  intended  to  run  the  blockade.  Her 
cargo  consists  of  gunpowder,  muskets,  etc.  They  are  all  intende<l  for 
the  rebel  Government. 

Large  quantities  of  arms,  gunpowder,  and  military  stores  of  all  kinds 
are  now  being  shipped  by  the  merchants  at  this  place  to  Havana  in  the 
packets  that  sail  weekly  for  that  place.  They  expect  to  run  these  into 
the  South  on  the  steamers  which  have  been  purchased  and  sent  to 
Nassau,  Bermuda,  and  Havana  for  that  purpose. 
•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 
Thos.  II.  Dudley, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State, 

Report  of  Captain  Turner^  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Xetc  Iron- 
sides j  of  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads y  Virginia, 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Hampton  Roads,  August  27^  1862, 

Sir  :  I  have  to  rei)ort  my  arrival  here  last  evening  at  11  o'clock  from 
the  Delaware  Breakwater.  Enclosed  are  my  orders,  which,  directing 
me  to  report  to  you  at  Hampton  Koads,  I  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty 
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to  proceed  to  Norfolk,  where  I  iiitderHtand  you  are,  until  1   know  your 
pleasure  on  tknt  Bnbtoct. 

tliere  ia  a  good  deal  of  work  to  be  done  to  the  Bbip  beli>re  she  can 
possibly  leave  here.  The  coMtra^tors  and  nicchmiics,  Be\eriil  of  tbcui 
are  now  on  boai-d,  othern  are  earning  from  tlie  Noitli,  perhaps  now  on 
their  way,  to  assist  in  conipleting  it.  I  am  uitiler  tli«  impression  that 
Ihei-e  nre  greater  fat:ilitie8  here  than  at  Norlblk  for  lUicomplishing  it: 
mill  if  so,  that  it  wontd  be  better  for  me  ta  renmJu  here  than  go  up; 
of  this  you  will  be  the  judge.  I  shall  send  off  by  the  mail  of  thia 
evening  my  onicial  report  of  themnditionand  i>erformanGt>of  this  ship, 
that  I  may  not  lose  a  mail,  as  i  know  how  anxious  the  IJepartnient  will 
be  to  hear  from  me  at  the  earliest  n>onient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  re8i)ectfiilly.  your  obedient  servant, 
T.  TuiiNKif. ( 'apt  a  in. 

Kear-Admh'iil  I<.  M,  (ioi.DSBOBonrrn, 
Ciimmandinff  Xorlh  Atlantic  [BUwkatlinif]  .SV;i(nrf»-(>>i. 

Hci,<. ■t  iif  Ftiiii-OiJkrr  tlolihhorousk,  U.  A'.  jV«»"i/,  o/'w, III  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

v.  S.  Flagship  MnmEsoTA, 
Nfirfoll;  Va.,  Aurivnl  S7,  18SS. 

Slit :  r  have  tiie  honor  t^:)  rei>ort  the  arrival  at  Hampton  Ronds  yes 
terday  evi^ning  of  tliL-.  V.  S.  S.  Xeir  lioiinides.    Oaptaiu  Turner  iuforum 
nic  that  he  will  8<Mid  by  this  mail  to  the  De|mrtnient  an  ollicial  ruiiort 
of  hi-r  Gonilition  and  performance. 

The  V.  S.  8.  Ocloraya  left  Hampton  Roads  yesterday  for  blnckwUng 

duty  oil' Wilmington,  N.  C. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

h.   M.   GllLDSBflROIGn, 

liear-Admiral,  Conidfi.  Xorlh  Atlantic  HlackniHrui  .'iijiiaiiron. 
Hon.  (liDEON  Wri,lks, 

Sccretury  of  the  ̂ ar^,  }ymhiii;iliiii,  H.  C. 

Kejiort  of  Fill;/  Officer  Oold»borowfh,  f.  8.  Navj/,  refjardinr/  Ihr  l'.  i(. stenmem  Start  aw)  Stripfg  and  VitUny  City. 

v.  S.  Flagship  Minnbmiita, 
Xor/olk,  Va.,  Auffiml  :iT,  1863. 

Siu:  The  l^itarti  and  Slri2>c»  is  reported  to  me  as  being  in  such  a  cim> 
dition,  :is  regards  botli  her  hull  and  nuR'liinery,  that  I  have  l)een  (im- 

pelled to  order  her  from  bloukadiug  riervice  ott'  Wilmington  to  this 
phiee  for  i-epairs. 

1  aui  informed  that  the  Valley  f'ity,  now  at  Baltimore,  will  be  ready 
by  the  2d  prosimo  for  service,  and  my  intention  is  to  send  her  oB'  Wit 
mington.  It  would  also  be  well,  in  myjudgmeut,  if  the  linylight,  now 
at  New  York,  c^onld  also  be  sent  there  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment. 

I  am.  \ery  rosjiectfuliy,  your  ol>edJent  servant, 
h.   M.  OOLDSBOUOUGH, 

Hear- Admiral,  Comdti,  North  Allnntic  BhckmHng  Squatlrun, 
lliin.  CiitRON  Welles, 

J^^rretarjf  o/  the  yurif,  U'(i*/ii)i|((.in,  /). 
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Report  of  Commander  Davenport^  TJ.  8.  Navy^  regarding  the  raising  of 
the  U,  8,  8,  L  N.  8eymour. 

U.  S.  S.  Hbtzel, 
Off  New  Berne,  X.  C,  August  27, 1862. 

Sib:  On  my  return  yesterday  from  a  visit  to  Albemarle  Soand  I 
learned  that  the  gunboat  Seymour  was  sunk  some  4  or  5  miles  up  the 
Neuse  liiver,  where  she  had  been  ordered  by  request  of  Major-General 
Foster  to  cover  the  landing  of  some  troops. 

I  have  two  schooners  alongside  of  the  Seymour,  and  am  using  all  the 
available  means  within  my  reach  to  get  her  up.  Mr.  Stanford,  the 
agent  of  the  company  that  raised  her  when  sunk  before  at  Hatteras 
Inlet,  says  that  it  will  cost  $5,000  to  raise  her  and  put  her  in  good 
order  again. 

Should  the  means  at  my  command  not  be  sufficient  for  the  purx)ose, 
shall  I  employ  Mr.  Stanford  to  raise  the  Seymour  f 

Acting  Master  Commanding  Wells  has  not  yet  rendered  me  an  official 
rei>ort. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  K.  Davenport, 

Commander  and  Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Eear-Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Commander  Armstrong^  U.  8.  Navy,  of  affairs  off  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  State  of  Oeobgia, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  August  27, 1862. 

SiE :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  forward  reports  to  you,  dated  August 
13, 19,  23,  and  24.  Tou  will  see  that  of  the  24th  mentions  the  capture 
of  a  small  schooner  from  Kassau  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade 
of  this  port.  That  of  the  23d  mentions  that  a  survey  had  been  ordered 
on  the  machinery  of  the  Victoria,  reported  by  her  engineer  and  com- 

mander as  re<iuiring  extensive  repairs.  Our  present  force  here  is  small 
for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  blockade.  As  one  vessel  has  con- 

stantly to  be  away  for  coal,  it  leaves  the  entrances  of  these  channels 
guarded  at  most  by  three,  and  of  necessity  often  by  only  two,  vessels. 

The  Penobscot  returned  to-day  from  Beaufort,  and  the  Mystic  will 
proceed  there  for  supplies.  Both  the  Penobscot  and  Mystic  had  asked 
for  time  there  to  make  repairs,  but  had  been  restricted  to  five  days,  the 
necessity  of  keeping  up  our  force  here  being  apparent,  in  view  of  the 
large  number  of  vessels  prepared  to  run  the  blockade  and  the  presence 
of  the  rebel  steamer  Carolina,  or  Kate,  at  this  port. 

Small  steamers  to  be  stationed  as  lookouts  would  be  of  great  service, 
the  larger  ships  ready  to  run  to  their  assistance  or  in  the  direction 
pointed  out  by  signal. 

The  Monticello  requires  an  assistant  engineer.  I  have  one  assistant 
engineer  above  my  complement,  and  would  like  authority  to  make  the 
transfer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jas.  F.  Abmstbono, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hear-Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 

Commanding  North  Atlaniio  Blockodiug  Bquodrou* 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Ooldahorough^  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Captain  Turnery  U.  8, 
Xary^  commanding  U.  IS.  8,  New  Ironstdettj  to  proceed  to  sea  under  sealed 
orders. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk,  Fa.,  August  J28,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  moment  matters  connected  with  getting  the  Neic  Ironsiden 
prei>ared  for  service  will  j^ermit  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  sea,  and 
there  open  the  sealed  order  from  the  Department  which  I  sent  you  yes- 

terday by  Lieatenant  George  M.  Bache.  If  any  of  the  work  requiredi 
for  the  Ne^o  Ironsides  can  be  better  or  more  readily  done  in  smooth 
water  than  where  she  now  lies,  you  can  come  to  this  anchorage  with 
her.  The  workshop  at  Norfolk  afifords  greater  facilities  for  work  in 
many  respe<;ts  than  the  one  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  it  is  under  Governmeut 
control. 

I  am,  very  re8i>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Rear  Admiral. 
Captain  Thos.  Turner,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Neiv  Ironsides,  Hampton  Roads,  Ya. 

Order  of  the  8ecretary  of  the  Xary  to  Captain  Turner^  U.  8.  Navy,  cow- 
manding  U.  8.  8.  New  Ironsides,  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia. 

Navy  Department,  A  ugust  :28, 1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Netc  Ironsides  to  Philadelphia  without  delay 

and  report  to  Commodore  Pendergrast. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  Thomas  Turner, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Ironclad  8tcam€r  New  Ironsides, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Augmt  28,  1862. 
(Received  (i  p.  m.) 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note*  advising  nie  relative  to  the  with- 
drawal ot  the  flotilla  from  the  waters  of  James  River.  Ever  since  the 

army  crossed  the  Chickahouiiny  1  have  kept  the  four  [force]  under  my 
command  in  activity  to  menace  the  rebels.  It  was  my  intention  to  have 
done  something  more  to-day  with  Appomattox,  which  I  believed  feasible, 
but  after  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  2r)th  August  last  night  1  have 
acted  on  it  and  come  down  the  river  again  with  the  fleet.  Alter  making 
further  arrangements  to-day  1  shall  droj)  down  the  river  as  far  as  Jamen- 
town  Island,  and  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  Newport  News, 
which  I  shall  i)robably  reach  by  to  morrow  evening,  as  I  do  not  wish  to 
risk  the  larg(»  steamers  getting  on  shore  by  running  at  night. 

Respectfully, 
Charles  Wilkes. 

Hon.  (tidbon  Welles. 

*  8<->e  p.  073. 
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Report  of  Commander  Woodhullj  U.  8.  Navy^  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of 
Jamestown- Island, 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 
James  [Jamestmcn]  Island ^  August  28^  1862. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  received  a  message  from  Colouel  Campbell,  re- 
qursiinpf  me  to  land  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  opposite  this  an- 

chorage, a  white  woman,  infant  child,  and  black  female  servant.  I  was 
not  informed  of  the  circumstances  attending  this  transaction.  I,  bow- 
ever,  obtained  from  the  army  captnin  who  brought  the  message  his 
orders  from  headquarters,  directing  him  to  make  the  request,  and  guard 
the  ]>arty  to  my  ship,  having  no  instructions  as  to  refusing  compliance, 
I  had  the  woman  and  her  suite  put  on  shore  at  the  place  above-men- 

tioned.   Enclosed  you  will  find  the  above-mentioned  letter. 
Last  evening  the  Yankee  letlb  under  my  charge  a  small  pleasure  sloop 

(•ailed  the  Day  BooJc^  with  some  nine  or  ten  countrabands  on  board. 
Captain  Gibson  informed  me  he  had  j)icked  her  up  somewhere  below 
this  point,  and  left  without  any  further  explanation.  I  sent  the  con- 

trabands for  the  night  to  James  [Jamestown]  Island,  and  retained  the 
boat  at  .anchor  near  me.  This  morning  I  received  a  note  from  Colonel 
(Jampbell  to  the  effect  that  he  had  loaned  the  Day  Book  to  one  of  the 
(Contrabands,  named  Mason,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  party  to 
I'ortress  Monroe.  Under  the  circumstances  I  permitted  the  boat  to proceed,  directing  the  man  Mason  to  deliver  the  boat  to  Captain  Totten, 
commanding  U.  6.  frigate  Brandywine^  for  safe-keeping,  should  she  be 
called  for  hereafter.  The  said  boat  belongs  to  the  quartermaster  de- 
])artment  attached  to  Colonel  Campbell's  command;  of  this  fact  I  think there  is  no  reason  to  doubt. 

The  mortar  boats  Nos.  8  and  12  have  not  arrived.  So  soon  as  they 
do,  your  order  directing  three  of  the  four  of  the  lightest  draft  be  sent 
to  you  shall  be  executed  without  any  unnecessary  delay  on  my  part. 
Do  I  understand  your  orders  right,  that  you  wish  but  one  mortar  boat 
retained  at  this  part  of  the  river  and  the  three  lightest  draft  of  the 
four  sent  to  yout  I  really  hope  I  have  construed  your  orders  right,  as 
1  am  extremely  anxious  to  execute  all  orders  to  the  letter  and  with  all 
the  dispatch  possible. 
With  the  men  lately  sent  me  there  was  no  account,  descriptive  list, 

or  other  j)apers  by  law  reciuired.  I  would  most  respectfully  request 
that  the  documents  may  be  furnished  me  by  those  having  the  matter 
in  charge  at  their  earliest  convenience. 

Everything  in  this  vicinity  remains  quiet.  The  cavalry  force  under 
General  Aveiell  is  still  in  the  neighborhood  of  Williamsburg;  how 
long  to  remain  is  uncertain. 

The  Aroostook  has  not  vet  arrived.  All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  for  your  consideration. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
M.  WOODHULL, 

Commander  J  U,  JS.  Nary. 
Commodore  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  Mirer  Flotilla. 

[Telegram.] 

Washinoton,  August  29,  ISGS-^l  p.  m. 
Turn  over  the  command  of  the  James  River  Flotilla  to  Rear- Admiral 

L.  M.  Goldsborough  and  proceed  without  delay  to  Waabuv^tftw  ^>iO«k. 



tho  Wacliitsctt,  Miiralanza,  Sonoma,  Tioga,  Aniottook,  ami  six  mortar 
boatfl,  iiud  aBsnme  ooiuuiaiid  of  tlie  rotumau  Flotilla.  Send  tlie  c>tlit*r 
nix  niurtav  boiitu  to  Ualtiniore.  Lot  the  mortar  boat»  coiuu  a[>  under 
sail.     Acknowledge  receiiit. 

Gideon  Wellks, 
Hecretary  of  the  Navy. 

Coiiiiiiodoro  Ohas.  Wilkes, 
Comman4ing  Javteit  Hirer  FhtUla, 

Fortress  Monroe,  Anijunt  jjf),  JSH3. 
(Received  lli  m|ldiiight|.) 

Sib:  I  ruc*?ived  your  dispatch  »L  Newport  News  ubout  sunset,  wlmra 
I  ivrrived  Willi  tlio  \Vadtu»ett  and  Dacolah,  and  tbe  rest  of  the  fleet 
dose  ut  h»iid.  I  Bbnll  uiako  all  haste  iu  trauslerring  tbe  vbbwIij  of 
the  sijuadruu  not  desiguatcd  iu  your  dispatcli  over  to  Re»r-Admiral 
Goldsburougli,  and  procewl  at  once  to  the  fotoinau  and  VVasliiufjlon, 
agreeably  to  your  iustruetiona.  I  would  state  that  for  active  operations 
on  the  I'otomai;  I  would  like  l«  bring  with  me  the  Jat>ob  Bell  and  r««- 
ftcc  and  thetug^terf.  The  rear  admiral  has  tour  tugs  here,  and  the 
Itratjon,  wliich  is  under  repairs  at  this  place.  You  may  be  assured  I 
shall  lose  no  time  in  the  movement.  Please  to  let  uie  hear  early 
to-morrow  about  the  above  smaller  vessels.  The  mortar  boats  will 
leave  as  directed  to-morrow  uiorniDg. 

lies^iectfully, 
Chaiileb  Wilkes. 

Hon.  ym-'UKTAKV  op  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  Angmt  so,  lOHZ 
Commodore  Wilkes  is  ordered  to  WiwhiugtoFi  with  the  Wa<:ti»»ctty 

Slarataitzti,  Honoma,  Tioga,  Aroostook,  and  six  mortar  boata.  The  othei' 
nix  mortar  boats  go  to  Baltimore.  Ife  is  directed  to  turn  over  the 
remainder  of  the  llotilla  to  yon,  and  you  will  make  such  disprisitiou  of 
the  vessels  as  your  best  judgini*nt  dictates,  closing  the  coast  south  of 
the  Uappahauuock.     Ackuowlcdge  receipt. 

GiuEON  Welles, 
i^ecrelary  of  the  Xary. 

Itear- Admiral  I,.  M,  Goldsrobouhh, 

Camdij.  yurtk  Atlantic  liiuckadinij  8'i'i'iilron,  A'orjhtk,  Va, 

NOUFOLK.  Augmt  30,  1SG3—3 p.  m. 
(Ueceived  ;{:40  p.  ra.) 

The  dispatt^h  of  the  Department  by  tele^aph  of  to-d)iy  with  regard 
t^icertuiii  vessels  under  (^omuiudore  Wilkes  being  ordered  to  Wash- 

ington, and  tlio  rest  of  the  James  River  Flotilla  to  be  turned  over  to 
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me  again,  has  been  received.  May  I  venture  to  ask  if  it  would  not  be 
better  to  retain  the  New  Ironsides  here  for  the  present  instead  of  send- 

ing her  to  Philadelphia f  Before  letting  her  go  I  shall  await  a  re]>ly  to 
this  question. 

L.   M.    GOLDSnOROUGH, 
Rear-AdmiraL 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  August  J29, 186:?. 
The  Department  would  consent  to  allow  the  Ironsides  to  remain  but 

ibr  positive  information  about  the  Richmon<l  vessels.  Her  defects  cau 
be  remedied  only  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  a  few  days.     I^et  her  proceed. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy. 

Kear-Admiral  L.  M.  GoLDsnoROUGH, 
Gomdg,  North  Atlantic  Squa^iron,  Norfolk^  Va, 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flay- Officer  Goldsborouyhy  T.  S, 
Navy  J  regarding  orders  to  the  U,  S.  S.  Daylight. 

Navy  Department,  August  :29^  186:?. 

Sir  :  The  steamer  Daylight^  Lieutenant-Commander  West  teniporarily 

commanding,  has  this  day  been  ordered  to  proceed  ott*  Wilmington,  N.  C, to  form  a  i)ortion  of  the  blockading  force  off  that  port. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Kear-Admiral  L.  M.  GoLDsnOROUOH, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron j  Norfolk^  Va, 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  ̂ suggesting 
that  Parr  ott  guns  he  mounted  at  Ncfcport  Ncfcs, 

Navy  Department,  August  29^  186:>. 
Sir:  The  large  naval  force  in  the  James  River  being  no  longer 

required  there,  directions  are  about  being  given  to  J^cnd  tlui  vessels  to 
other  i)oints  where  their  presence  is  most  essential. 

If  Newport  News  is  to  be  held  by  the  army,  I  res|)ectfully  suggest 
that  half  a  dozen  200-pound|er|  rifled  Parrott  ti^uns  be  mounted  there 
as  a  means  to  assist  in  keexnng  blockaded  the  ironclad  vessels  now  build- 

ing at  Richmond. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Hon.  K.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
N  w  R — VOL  7   44 
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l.r-.ltrr  frtini  Cnmmnnder  Vali-ermn,  V,  S.  A'tiry,  to  Major-Ortirriil  KctfcHf 
('.  rt.  Army,  regarding  coopvration  with  the  Army. 

U.  8.  StKAM  liUNHOAT  ('hoouba, 
Off  Yorkloirn,  In.,  August 39,  1063. 

Sir:  To  enable  tijis  ves-el  or  other  guiiboat^i  tliat  xaa.y  be  lieie  to 
oiiopernte  effectually  witb  the  array  eitlier  in  tlie  defense  of  Yorktowii 
or  Gloucester  Point,  and  iirevent  imi)ri>|)er  interiionrse,  it  is  absohitely 
necessary  that  all  tranaports  not  discljnrging  or  loading  slionld  tH« 

anchored  between  the  lower  wharves,  abre^ist  of  the  tiagstalt',  at  York- 
town  and  the  vicinity  of  Wormley's  Creek,  and  in  the  South  Yorktowii 
Ride  oT  the  ehaimel,  tlms  leaving  the  channel,  Gloucester  shore,  and 
Yorktown  shoi-e  above  the  wharf  referred  to  unobstracted. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
T.  H.  Patterson, 

Comm/iitrler  uml  Senior  Officer  in  YorkRiver, 
M;i|(>r(ii'Tipral   K,   I).   KlCYEs, 

VommnniUufi  F-iirlh  Cm-jiM,  I'.  S.  Armif,  Yorktown,  Vii. 

Lclirr  /mm  the  ticcfHarn  of  the  Xary  Id  JltKj-iiffieerx  rommaniling  block- 
iiiliiiy  Hqundronn,  ent-losing  extrtivt  from  ilisjtaleh/rom  U.  S.  consul  at 
lirrmnihi,  regardintj  vsMelg  preparing  to  run  the  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  August  39,  JM5. 

Silt:  1  transmit  hi^rewith  for  your  lufurmatiou  a  copy  of  a  dirtpattrh 
received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the  D.  8.  <-onsul  at  Ilernnida, 
res|iecting  the  Pliebt,  Pettrkiiff,  sknd  Merrimac 

Very  respectfully, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Cuininoilore  .lAMES  L,  LaBDNER, 
C.mdf/.  Eii-tlfrn  tlulf  Blot-lcidiny  Hqu'idnoi.  7i>y  HV/.?,  Fin. 

Iti'ar  Admiral  L.  M.  <ioLD8HOROi:GH, 
Comdg.  Xorth  AlltiMtic  Jlloekadintj  H'luadron,  XorMk,  Vn. 

lU-iir-Adinira]  D.  H.  Fabragi't, 

Vomdg.  Wfxlern  Oiilf  BImMflinij  tiiimuiron,  A'''ir  Orlennn,  /«a.j 
Hear  Admiral  S.  ]•'.  I)u  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Attantie  Blockading  Sijmidrnn,  Port  Rij/al,  i 

[K, 

"V) 

U.  S.  OONSl'LATE, 
Bermuda,  August  19,  ims. 

HiR:  The  steamer  Phcbe  U  diwharging  her  cargo  here.     Her  i>owdAr 
bas  gone  int  >  a  wbale  house  on  tk  distant,  pari  of  the  island. 

The  PHfrliiiff  ia  still  in  port.  J  learn  they  have  been  waiting  for  the 
sl«amer  Afewphis,  which  vessel  was  bound  here  when  captured.  A  Mr. 
Culton,  said  to  be  one  of  the  tirni  of  Z.  0.  Pearson  &  Oo.,  Inis  t)i«n  lieru 
for  Home  time  past,  and.  from  all  1  gather,  I  tldnk  it  is  their  intention  t4t 
Bend  their  merchandise  direct  from  here  to  the  Snnthern  States,  instead 
of  going  to  Nassau,  as  hcri'tofoie.  A  steamer  called  the  Merrimac,  with 
H  Southern  cargo,  in  hourly  oxj^ected  here  fiom  Kngland;  also,  sorot; 
Vessels  from  the  Sotitlipm  States.     •     •     • 

1  am,  etc..  O.  M.  Allkn, 
Vousul, 

lion.  \V.  H.  Sewakh. 
SiTretar)!  iif  Stat*^. 
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[Tolegram.] 

Washington,  August  30, 1S62 — lo  a,  m. 
Let  the  Department  know  when  you  leave  the  roads.    Most  of  your 

vessels  should  have  departed  last  evening. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy, 
Commodore  Chas.  Wilkes, 

Commanding  James  jRiver  Flotilla. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  August  SO,  1862 — lo  a.  m. 
Vou  fan  bring  with  you  the  Jooofc  Bell,  Yankee,  and  the  tng  Alert. 

Gideon  Welles. 

('ommodore  Charles  Wilkes, 
U.  S.  Navy,  Old  Point  Comfort,  Ya. 

[TelegrAm.] 

Navy  Department,  August  SO,  1862. 
The  Jacob  Bell,  the  Yankee,  and  tug  Alert  have  been  transferred  to 

the  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Gideon  Welles. 

Hear-Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  inefficiency 
of  the  blockade  off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  the  erection  of  new  shore 
batteries  by  the  Confederates. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Cambridge, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  August  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  in  triplicate  of  a  survey 
on  the  machinery  and  anchors  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Victoria,  and  she  will 
leave  this  station  to-day  for  Beaufort,  N.  C,  for  repairs. 

I  consider  this  vessel  entirely  unfit  for  the  blockade  in  rough 
weather  off  this  port,  and  she  will  probably  founder  at  her  anchors,  or 
be  Hhi])wrecked,  if  kept  here  during  the  gales  of  the  next  winter. 

I  would  respectfully  and  earnestly  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  force  here  to  maintain  the  blockade  efficiently 
i\t  the  present  time,  some  of  the  steamers  being  slow  and  in  want  of 
repairs. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  the  rebels  have  been  busily  employed  for 
the  last  three  months  in  strengthening  and  erecting  new  batteries  on 
shore;  the  sand  hills  in  the  vicinity  of  the  forts  have  been  leveled,  so 
that  an  attacking  force  will  find  it  difficult  to  approach,  and  it  will 
reijuire  a  strong  force  to  capture  the  place.  1  understand  that  some  of 
the  new  large  guns  have  been  recently  received  from  Charleston,  S.  0. 
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Tln«  Cnmbyidge  and  Monticcllo  are  tlie  only  vesseU  left  liore  on  the 
northern  or  New  Inlet  siile,  and  the  Mi/stic  will  be  due  on  tlie  2d  Se|>- 
teiub(-r  from  Eiegiuroit.  It  woixM  save  mmsli  time  to  have  a  eoal  vossei 
on  eiMili  side  of  the  Fryintj  Pan  Hhoals. 

I  am,  sir,  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Wm.   a.   rABKER. 

Commander  and  Henuir  Ojficer. 

Rear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsrohoi'oh, 
Gomdg.  Xortli  Atluntic  THockailiAg  S'lwulrtm,  Norfolk.  Vn, 

LetUT/rom  VomiHti'lw  Wilkex,  U.  S.  Nnvy,U<  Fhui-O^ii-rrliitUUI.nniuiih, 
U.  8.  Xavi/,  trannjWfiiiij  vextdn  recen'ly  fiirming  a  part  of  Ikr  •tamea 
Hicer  Flotilla. 

U.  S.  S,  WACHt'SETT, 
OjV  Xrtejmrt  Xcics,  Jameit  Kieer.  August  31.  iHli:^, 

8lK:  Agreeably  to  orders  from  the  Navy  De|mrtnient,  I  hereby  trana- 
fer  to  ynu  the  following  vessels,  reixnatly  cnmiK>siug  a  part  of  the  James 
Itiver  Flotilla: 

UaciHnh,  Captain  J.  P.  McKinstry, 

Oalenn,  Captain  John  Rodgei-s, Oimarriin,  Commander  M.  Woodhull. 
Oene»ee,  Commander  William  H.  Macomb. 
Monitor,  Commander  T.  H.  Stevens. 
Commodore  JUirney,  Lieutenant- Commander  J.  C  Chaplin. 
Mome,  Licnienant-Commander  C  A.  Babcotk, 
Stepping  Stones,  Lieutenant-Oouimaudcr  Watson  Smith. 
Mahaxkii,  Lieutenant  N.  11.  Farqnhar. 

Soathjiclil,  Acting  Voliiiite«r Lieutenant  Commanding  (.'.  F.W.  t 
Mount  Wimhiiifiton,  Ai'ting  Master  Charles  Oennain, 
Alerl,  Acting  Master  H.  11.  Foster. 

I  am,  very  resitect fully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Charlks  Wilkes, 

Commanitinii  J'otinnoc  [Jame»]  Ririr  h'lotilln. 
Bear- Admiral  L,  M  GoLDKiii'RouffH, 

Comdji.  Sortk  Atlantic  Blockading  Stfuiidnm,  Xor/olk,  Vti. 

f/etterj'rom  Commodore  Wilkety  I'.  S,  Navf,  to  Flag-Ogieer  OoldKbomvpht 
U.  K.  Nary,  fjieing  iiif'ormatiojt  regording  the  ressel*  Iranxferrcd  from (lieJamiH  River  Flotilla. 

U.  S.  S.  WAcnUSETT, 
Hampton  Roads,  A  ugwit  Jl,  i8i!3. 

Sir;  1  have  t^i  inform  ynn  that  all  the  vessels  of  the  .lames  liiver 
FItttilla  turned  over  to  yuu  arc  at  Newport  News,  except  the  MakOMka 
and  Commodore  Barney,  which  are  at  Hampton  Knads  undergoing  some 
slight  repairs,  which  will  be  completed  in  a  diiy  or  two.  The  Stepping 
Stoiiin  is  engaged  transporting  troops,  subject  to  the  dire4!tion»  of  Gen- 

eral Dix.  The  Mount  Washington  is  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  will  carry 
the  provisions  to  thesi|uadron  a»lieretofore.  I  leave  at  Newport  News 
the  wood  scow  J'riidlrton,  ca|tlurfd  u|i  the  James  River.  It  was  my 
intention  (having  orders  to  that  elVccti  (o  send  her  to  Washington  as 
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soon  as  the  wood  (about  50  cords)  i8  used.  The  schooner  J.  C.  L. 
Sturgvtj  also  captured,  now  at  Newport  News,  will  bo  towed  to  Wash- 

ington by  the  Yankee. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkks, 
Commandinff  James  River  Flotilla, 

Rear-Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  t^quadron^  Norfolk^  Va, 

Letter  from  Commodore  Wilkes^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Fla(/' Officer  Goldshorough, 
U,  S.  Navy  J  expressing  thanks  for  assistance  rendered  him  while  com- 

manding the  James  River  Flotilla. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Waohusett,  August  31,  1862. 

My  Dear  Goldsborough  :  I  intended  coming  up  to  see  you  to-day, 
show  you  my  official  transfer  of  part  of  the  James  Kiver  Flotilla,  as 
ordered  by  the  Department,  but  am  unable  to  do  so  owing  to  the  press- 

ing telegram  I  have  to  get  to  the  Potomac,  where  I  am  ordered  to 
assume  the  command  with  the  x)art  of  the  force  that  I  have  retained  by 
orders  of  the  Department, 

I  can  not  leave  these  waters  without  expressing  to  you  the  agreeable 
intercourse  and  assistance  rendered  me  in  my  duties  on  the  James 

River,  and  to  off'er  you  my  thanks,  as  well  as  to  exi)res8  to  you  the ))lea8ure  the  intercourse  I  have  had  with  you  has  given  me,  and 
believe  me, 

Very  truly  and  sincerely,  your  attached  friend, 
Charles  Wilkes. 

Hear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk. 

V.  S. — I  perhaps  ought  to  add  that  there  are  no  orders  left  to  exe- 
cute. Two  of  the  vessels  are  under  repairs  of  the  list  sent.  Tlie  flotilla 

was  desired  to  be  brought  to  the  lower  waters  of  the  James  Kiver. 
There  are  none  above,  and  no  kind  of  forts  active  on  the  hanks  below 
City  Point. Yours, 

C.  W. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Goldsborough,  ir,  JS,  Navy,  giving  list  of  vessels 
transferred  from  the  James  River  Flotilla. 

V.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolky  Va.,  September  1, 1802. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  from  Commodore  Wilkes  a  com- 
munication, dated  yesterday,  transferring  to  me  the  following  vessels: 

Dacotahj  Cimarron,  Monitor,  Morse,  Mahaska,  Mount  Washington, 
Galena,  Genesee,  Commodore  barney,  Stepping  Stones,  Southfield,  A  lert. 

Besides  the  vessels  mentioned  in  yonr  two  telegrams  to  ine  as  those 
he  was  authorized  to  take  to  the  Potomac,  he  has  also  tiiken,  I  tind,  (he 
Satellite,  Dra^fon,  Currituck,  Despatch,  Port  Royal,  and  Delaware,  or,  at 
least,  he  has  not  transferrer!  them  to  me. 
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Tlie  Atert,  nue  of  tlie  vessels  indicated  by  your  telegram  to  go  to  tlie 
Potomac,  lias  been  tniiisfprred  by  Coniinodore  Wilkes  to  me. 

Tbe  South/ield aod  Mome  botli  require  extcnwive  lepairs  to  tlieir  boil- 
ers, and  tlie  Cuvimodore  Harney  ia  scarcely  in  a  bett«r  condition. 

I  am,  very  respecttiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
L.    M.   GOLDSBOROTIRH, 

Rear-Admirnl,  Ci»nmanding  Sorlh  Atlantic  Bhckailiti!/  iStiHailrim. 

Uou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  WaahituftOH,  /'.  ('. 

IhiUr  of  Ike  Snretary  of  tlie  Xavy  to  Flay-OMcer  Ooldtiborouyh,  ('.  S. 
Sravy,  reyartling  a  survey  of  the  bars  off  Wilmington,  X.  C. 

Navy  Dbpartmunt.  Septemher  J,  1863. 
SiB:  The  Department  wisliea  to  obtain  information  of  the  deptli  of 

water  on  the  bars  off  Wilmington,  N.  0. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  of  the  Monticvllo,  Los  been  in  eom- 

muuication  with  the  Coast  Hiirvey  Office  in  refei-eiiee  to  a  survey  of 
them.  If  you  have  a  suflieieiit  uamber  of  vessels  tor  blockiide  duty  to 

admit  of  tbe  Mont'tcelio  being  spared,  yon  will  diiei^t  Lieuteuant-Com- mander  Siaiue  to  make  a  riiuoiug  survey  of  these  bars  at  the  time  you 
may  consider  most  prudent. 

Very  respectfully, 
(iii)EON  Welles. 

Rear-Admiral  I>.  M.  tioLDSBORorGH, 
Vommandiiuj  Xorth  Atlantuj  Blockadinji  Squadron.  Xorfolk,  I  «. 

Report  ofVotnmander  Arvt»trong,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  thr  hlorkadr  of 
Wilmitigtont  N.  C, 

U.  8.  8.  State  of  Oeorgia, 
Off  Wilminffton,  N.  C,  September  1, 1S02. 

8iB:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  report  of  a  board  of 
inspection  on  the  IT.  S.  8.  Stam  niul  Striptig,  a  monthly  return  of  oou- 
trabaudK  on  board,  and  the  bimeusal  returns  of  this  sliip,  tor  traiisiuiB- 
sion  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  U.  8.  8.  Octorara,  Lieutenant-Commander  Brown,  arrived  here 
on  the  29th  of  August.  The  U.  8.  S.  Victoria,  Lieucenaut-Oomroander 
Stevens,  left  New  Inlet  for  Beaufort  on  the  30th  to  coal  and  line  her 
shaft.  The  Myntic,  Lientenant-Conimander  Arnold,  is  espe«ted  from 
there  to-morrow.  The  Vambridge,  Penobneot,  and  Monticelh  are  now 

oil'  New  Inlet.  The  State  ofOfonjia,  Oclararn,  ami  Start  and  SIripva 
are  ofl'  thiH  entrance  of  Uajie  Feai'  Kiver, I  have  no  news  to  commuuieut^. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Jas.  F.  Abmstbonq, 

Comman<lM',  Commanding. 
-  llear- Admiral  L.  M,  Goldbbobough, 

Vommandinff  North  Attantio  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Fla^f- Officer  Goldshorough^  U.  8, 
Navyj  regarding  limits  of  the  PotomoAi  Flotilla. 

Navy  Department,  September  ;?,  18GL\ 
Sir  :  The  limits  of  the  Potomac  Flotilla  will  include  the  Piaukatank 

River,  and  your  command  will  include  all  entrances  south  of  that  river, 
r  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Rear  Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Ya, 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Andretcs,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S,  Crusader,  to  proceed  to  Norfolk,  Va. 

Navy  Department,  September  J2, 186;^. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  8.  S.  Crusader  to  Norfolk,  Va., 

and  report  to  Rear- Admiral  Goldsborough  for  duty  in  the  squadron 
under  his  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Master  Thomas  Andrews, 
Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  Netc  York. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Ooldsborough,  U.  S. 
Navy^  to  transfer  the  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron  to  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  September  J2, 1862. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  reporting  of  your  relief.  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Samuel 
Phillips  Lee,  you  will  transfer  to  that  officer  all  papers,  instructions, 
unexecuted  orders,  etc.,  pertaining  to  your  command,  and  regard  your- 

self as  detached  from  the  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  15th  of  July  last,  and 
waiting  orders. 

I  am,  respectfully, 
Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navij.] 
Rear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Ya. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume 
command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  as  an  acting 
rearadmiral. 

Navy  Department,  September  2, 1862. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  an  acting  rear-admiral  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  and  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Norfolk, 
Va.,  and  report  to  Rear  Admiral  L.  M.  Goldslmrough  for  the  command 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully, 
Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  Saml.  Phii-lips  Lee,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U,  S.  Nary,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nary,  aeknoirleSging  the  apjioiniment  to  the  command  of  the  North 
Atla}itic  lilncladinf/  tSqviulrnn. 

Washinhton,  September  3,  IfH-S. 

Sill:  1   (^knowledge   llio   receijit  of  yom- order  of  the  2d  iiiKtatit, 
Hppiifriting  me  iiu  acting  rcnr  admiral  in  tho  Uiiited  Statos  Navy. 

I  it(;i!«]it  tlio  appnititiiieiit  witli  a  grateful  sense  of  the  honor  confurruil 
on  nie  l>y  sudi  evidi^iiue  of  your  gnoA  opinion. 

1  Invve  the  honor  to  Iw,  sir,  with  tlie  highest  respect,  your   most 
ohetli<!Ut  SLTvaiit. 

Samuel  Phillips  Lek, 
Acting  ReiirAilmirat,  U.  S.  Navg. 

JJon.  (^iiimoN  Welles, 
Sfcrttary  uf  the  Navy,  Wanhinffton,  I).  C. 

liepnri  of  Commander  Woodhull,  V.  JS.  Navg,  commanding  U.  8.  S. 
Cimarron,  requesting  permission  to  proceed  with  that  vcshH  to  Nor/oOc 
for  repair M. 

V.  S,  S,  OlHABBON, 

Off  Newport  Netcs,  SepUmiber  3, 1863. 

Admiral:  1  have  Just  roct'ived  thu  euislosed  letter  from  the  engineer 
iu  chief  of  this  vessel,  whicli  I  eieiid  to  you  for  your  consideration.  I 
tliink  myself  it  i^^  important  that  we  should  be  ))ermitted  to  make  the 
repairrj  therein  mentioned.  1  would  respectfully  add  that  this  st«Bmer 

yia.9,  taken  without  any  inspection,  (rial  trip,  or  other  expei-imeuts, 
directly  Iroui  the  hands  of  the  contractors,  and  hurriedly  sent  to  the 
JamoR  River;  consequently,  there  arc  many  defects  and  defitueuciois 
which  Bhould  be  noticed  before  the  builders  are  fully  paid  for  their 

woi-k.  We  have  had  our  flres  going  ever  aincfc  she  was  brought  from 
Boi-deutowu  (nearly  two  months  and  a  half),  and  have  not  since  bad  a 
proper  cxamiuation  of  the  boilers.  If  compatible  with  your  views,  I 
liave  the  honor  to  request  iiermission  to  proceed  lo  Fortress  Mouroe  or 
Norfolk,  and  make  the  repairs  and  examination  asked  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
M.   WOODHI'LL, 

Commander,  IT,  S,  Navy, 
Hear  Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Tttegitm.] 

Navy  DepaBTMent,  September  .?,  1863. 

The  Cimarron  is  ordered  by  mail  to  Key  West.  Direct  her  to  pro- 
ceed direi^t  to  Nassau  in  pursuit  of  privateers  390  and  Oreto,  Send  off 

also  another  dnuble-ender,  or  the  Dacotah,  with  the  same  orders. 
Atlcrwivrd  let  them  report  to  Ooinmodoi-e  Larduer.  Let  there  he  no 
delay.    Answer  by  telegraph. 

GlUKON  Wkllbs. 

Kear-Admiral  L.  M.  (iOLDSBORornii, 
Commanding  r.  &'.  Bloeliotlin;/  .SV/nnt/ron,  Norfolk,  la. 
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[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  September  4, 186i?. 
(Received  12:15  p.  in.) 

Yonr  telegram  of  to-day  lias  been  received.  The  Cimarron  and  J)aeo- 
tah  will  both  be  ordered  oft*  in  pursuit  of  the  privateer  and  afterwards 
to  go  to  Key  West  and  reiwrt  to  Commodore  Larduer  for  duty  in  the 
squadron  under  his  command. 

L.  M.  GoLDSBORouon, 
ICear-AdmiraL 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  Navy. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  September  4, 1862. 
Commodore  Wilkes  will  be  sent  into  the  West  Indies  with  a  flying 

squadron.  He  will  leave  in  about  one  week.  The  Bacotah  and  Cimar- 
ron can  leave  at  once  as  directed  yesterday,  but  they  will  form  part  of 

his  squadron  and  therefore  need  not  report  to  Commodore  Lardner,  but 
leave  a  letter  with  the  American  consul  at  Nassau  reporting  their  move- 

ments to  Commodore  Wilkes. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 
Bear-Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborouqh, 

Comdg.  North  Atla7itic  Blockading  Squadron^  Norfolk^  Va. 

Report  of  Commander  Armstrong.  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  blocka^le  of 
Wilmtngtonj  N.  C. 

U.  8.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 
Off  Wilmington^  N.  C,  September  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  Commanding  McCook  received  yonr  orders  this  day, 
directing  him  to  proceed  with  the  Stars  and  Stripes  to  Norlolk  and 
leaves  this  evening  in  obedience  to  them.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
Hamilton  has  handed  me  the  enclosed  letter  for  the  honorable  Secre- 

tary of  the  Navy,  withdrawing  his  resignation,  which  1  forward  with- 
out approval.  I  enclose  requisitions  for  arms  and  for  a  topsail  and 

foresail.  The  sails  are  so  worn  as  to  be  useless.  The  arms  sent  home 
in  prize  vessels  have  not  been  returned  to  this  ship  and  I  have  not 
Rufticient  on  board  to  nrm  x)roperly  the  boarders.  The  sword  bayonets 
were  not  furnished  with  the  rities;  they  are  needed,  and  necessary  for 
arming  the  boats  and  crew.  I  trust  the  arms  and  sails  may  be  sent  to 
me  soon,  via  Beaufort  or  by  the  Massachusetts. 

There  has  nothing  of  imi)ortance  transpired  since  my  letter  of  Sep- 
tember 1. 

The  Victof*ia  returned  to  New  Inlet  from  Beaufort  to  day.    The  Mystic 
is  detained  there  repairing  machinery.    The  departure  of  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  leaves  but  seven  vessels  on  this  station  to  guard  both  entrances 
of  Cape  Fear  liiver,  and  one  is  necessarily  always  absent  for  coal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J  AS.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hear- Admiral  L.  M.  Goldsborouoh, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  4S(£UXLdrou« 
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|T,leg«in,| 

NA.VY  Depaktment.  September  3.  ISnS. 
Probably  tbe  Cimarron  iind  Ihtvnlah  may  not  be  iilloweil  to  coal  at 

Nassau. 

Tliey  should  hike  enough  to  touch  there  and  thence  to  Key  Weat, 

and,  it' necessary,  they  cau  touch  at  Port  Hoyal  anil  till  up, filDKON   WKLLKS. 

Kear-Admiral  L.  M.  GoldsboroU(1h, 
C'omdff,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqmtilrnn,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Qoldsborpugk,  U.  S,  A'rtPy,  of  the  tramfer  of  his 
oommand  to  Acting  Kear-Admiral  Lee,  V.  iS'.  Xary. 

WAsniNGTON  Crrr,  September  6,  1863. 
Sm :  I  beg  to  inform  the  Department  that,  agreeably  to  ita  iastrnc- 

tiouH  of  the  2d  instant,  I  have  turned  over  the  cuinuiaiid  of  the  N'orth 
Atlantic  Bloi'kading  Squadron  to  Acting  Kear  Adiubat  8.  P.  Lee,  aoil 
that  luy  present  residence  is  thin  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
L.  M.  GoLDSBOBoroH, 

Rear-AdmiraL 

Hon.  (JroEON  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  V. 

Abstracts  of  log  liooks  of  United  States  vessels'  which  served  in  the 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  during  the  period  from  March  s 
to  September  4,  ISflS. 

Abttnot  log  of  tbe  tt.  e.  8.  Aroottook. 

May  8, 1862. — At  4  a.m.  stood  up  .Tames  River  in  company  with  U. 
8.  8.  Oalena  and  gunboat  I'ort  Royal.  At  (i  passed  Newjiort  \ew8 
battery.  At8:lu  prupareil  to  shell  Hay  Point  [Day's  Pointt|  battery. 
At  10:45  flag-officer  made  general  signal.  Ceased  Uring  and  stood  ap 
the  river  again.  At  10:50  arrived  at  Point  of  Shoals  battery.  At  11 
commenced  shelling  batt«ry.  UntU  2  p.  ni.  engaged  iu  shelling  Poiut 
of  Shoals  battery.  Slightly  damaged  by  shot,  which  cut  port  hammock 
cloth,  carried  away  |H>rt  maiutoiimast  staysail,  and  stranded  starboard 
staysail  and  passed  through  starboard  side  port. 

May  14. — From  8  a.  m.  to  meridian:  Standing  up  the  [James|  River. 
At  1  p.  m.  tired  one  shell  and  two  shrapnel  from  the  howitzer  gun  at  it 
party  of  men  iu  the  woods  on  shore. 

May  15. — At  7 :  L<>  ».  m.  discoverod  ii  heavy  battery  on  the  left  side 
of  tbe  river  on  jv  high  bluff,  distant  about  1  mile,  when  tiagship  eoui- 
menced  hring.  At  7:  ̂ l  commenced  firing  shell  from  our  11  inch  shell 

gnu,  the  remaining  part  of  the  crew  engaged  in  defending  the  gnu's 
crew  from  the  enemy's  musketry  from  the  wootis  on  the  bank  of  the 
river.  From  8  a.  m.  to  meridian:  Engaging  enemy;  part  of  crew 
employed  in  checking  the  musketry  of  enemy's  sharpsbootevs;  dragged 
anchor,  and  batteries  discovered  our  range;  shifted  berth.    At  10:5.5 

ill  Ihlx  voliiriiu,  it  iH  uiilier  liui-auKo  t!»'  W  1"»'I<b  Imvi-  not  liefn  foiuid, 
iltuila  lueuUuuMl  in  tbeiu  oie  auQlcitFuily  r»vi'ii-<l  liy  raports. 

till'  pri;L'uilinK  text  Hn<l  no  itbHtriu't  log  apji^sra 
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withdrew  from  action  on  signal  irom  flagship.  Dnring  engagement 
received  two  shot  from  batteries,  one  an  8-inch  solid  shot  about  a  foot 
alcove  starboard  hawse  pipe,  which  passed  through  the  side  and  lodged 
in  the  harness  cask.  The  other  shot  strnck  under  after  part  of  star- 

board fore  chain  and  glanced  off.  There  were  also  the  marks  of  several 
rifle  balls.    We  withdrew  without  loss  of  life  or  wounded  in  the  crew. 

May  30, — Proceeded  down  the  river  from  Acres  [Aiken's?]  Eeach, 
and  at  5:30  p.  m.  received  numerous  rifle  shots  from  the  enemy. 

June  10. — At  anchor  off  Jamestown  Island.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  A 
])arty  ashore  destroying  ordnance  stores  and  rendering  useless  the 
defenses  of  the  island  and  its  approaches. 

June  11, — Party  returned  from  shore,  having  destroyed  magazines 
[and]  carriages,  and  disabled  guns. 

Jtine  1^, — Sent  first  cutter's  crew  to  finish  burning  quarters  and 
other  outhouses  of  magazine. 

June  14. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.,  off  Jamestown  Island.  A  party  on  shore 
endeavoring  to  burst  guns  in  batteries  by  exploding  8  finch]  shell  in 
tbem.  Attempt  unsuccessful.  At  1  p.  m.  cutter  came  alongside,  after 
burning  soldiers'  barrsicks  and  destroying  the  batteries  on  Hog  Island. 

June  17. — At  9:30  a.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  on  shore;  prepared  for 
action  and  fired  XI  inch  five  times  and  rifle  gun  7  times,  2  lOsecond 
shrapnel,  1  6-second  shrapnel,  1  5- second  Birney,  1 10-second  shell. 

June  30, — [James  Eiver],  At  3  p.  m.  heavy  firing  was  heard  on 
shore.  Went  to  general  quarters  and  commenced  to  shell  woods,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  General  McClellan.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  engaged 
in  shelling  woods  where  enemy  were  in  sight.  At  6  p.  m  opened  fire 
again  with  Xl-inch  shell.  Considerable  difficulty  exjierienced  from 
want  of  long  range  fhzes. 

Abftraet  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Choeora. 

May  4, 1862, — At  7  a.  m.  saw  the  Union  flag  hoisted  on  the  principal 
battery  at  Yorktown.  At  8: 30  stood  up  the  river  under  steam.  At  2 
p.  m.  spoke  the  gunboat  Corwin^  who  turned  and  stood  up  the  river 
with  us.  At  2: 45  the  Coricin  made  signal  that  there  were  a  number  of 
rebel  cavalry  ashore.  Stopped  the  engines  and  fired  one  round  from 
tlje  Xl-inch  and  one  from  the  rifle,  when,  a  flag  of  truce  being  shown, 

ceased  firing  and  stood  farther  up  the  river.  At  3 :  45,  off*  West  Point, fired  the  rifle  twice  at  a  small  battery  on  shore.  A  white  flag  being 
shown,  ceased  firing. 
May  0, — At  10: 30  p.  m.  captured  a  boat  with  three  men.  Sent  them 

on  board  the  Wa-chusett, 
May  8, — At  12 :  05  p.  m.  saw  a  number  of  rebel  cavalry  on  the  left 

shore.  Fired  a  shell  from  the  riHe,  and  two  shell  and  one  shrjipnel  from 
the  pivot  gun  at  the  place  where  the  rebels  were  seen.  At  2: 30  came 
to  anchor  off'  West  Point. 

May  10. — At  4  p.  m.  a  pilot  for  the  Pamunkey  Eiver  came  on  board. 
Steamed  up  the  river  in  charge  of  the  pilot,  Sebago,  Marhlehead^  and  tug- 

boat Boardman  in  company,  astern.  When  up  off  Smoker's  Hole  fired 
a  shell  from  the  rifle  and  a  shrapnel  from  the  pivot  into  the  northern 
shore  in  the  direction  of  the  railroad  track.  At  5:30  sent  the  third 

cutter  inshore  in  charge  of  Mr.  Carver,  and  brought  oft'  a  white  man 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information.  At  6:30  reached  Cooke's 
Island,  and,  finding  that  vessels  had  been  sunk  in  both  channels, 
anchored.  The  captain  left  the  vessel  to  sound  about  the  sunken  ves- 

sels and  search  for  a  passage  tlirouf^^li  tbem.    FouuOl  ̂ ^^»Rai!^^\SL^i>^^ 
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western  cbantipl,  got  niiderway,  and  paesed  the  ob«tnictiou8  vlthout 
diOictilty,  followed  by  the  Scbaga  ami  Marblehtad,  At  7:20  anclioitxl. 
At  tills  time  tbe  tag  Jioardman  rej)orted  having  been  fired  iuto  n'ilti 
811111II  arma,  just  ahuad  of  us.  Fired  several  tihell,  grape,  and  slirapn«l 
in  the  di^ef^tion  pointed  out  by  the  Boarilmiin^  but  could  not  discoTer 
any  iiidiiation  of  the  iH-eseuce  of  the  enemy. 

jV«.i/  I/.— From  nieridi.iii  tii  4  p.m.:  rtaw  a  numborof  our  cavalry  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river.  Oami'  to  anchor  a  little  below  White  Hnus(^ 
Fireil  pivot  and  rilie  gnu  in  tbe  direction  of  a  camp  of  reliels.  said  to 
be  about  IJ  miles  distant.  Continued  tiring  till  4,  at  intervals  of  fifteen 
uiinnteR. 

•inly  33. — At  11  a.  ra.  saw  two  men  on  the  fort  at  Olouceater  Pointy 
appiirently  making  reconnoissance.  Fired  throe  musket  shots  and  a 
lU-»eoond  shell  from  the  rifle  gnu  and  they  disappeared 

July  Si.— At  10  p.  m.  u  canoe  with  three  men  eame  nff,  brio^Dg 
informatiou  that  rebels  were  oti  the  Gloucester  shore  in  large  numbers, 
with  artillery.  At  11,  saw  rebels  settiug  lire  to  ROine  old  wooden 
buildings  on  tbe  UIou<;ester  shore.  Fired  the  rille  and  ])ivot  guns 
number  of  times,  when  they  disappeared.  At  Il:4u  a  contraband 
ciime  on  board  and  reported  200  rebelp  witli  artillery  at  Gloucester 
Point  and  planting  their  guns  in  the  desertt>d  battery  in  a  position  to 
tire  on  ns, 

July  S5. — At  11^:30  a.  m.  steamed  up  and  dowu  the  river,  Riing  at 
the  battery  and  fort  on  the  Olouucster  shore.  At  1;45  a.m.  oeaaed 
firing  and  steamed  up  al>ove  former  anchorage. 

July  .HI. — At  6  a.  ni.  steamer  MyiiHr  went  over  to  Gloutiester  Poin 
with  troops  on  board,  for  the  purpose  of  setting  fire  to  the  old  buildiiigit 
on  the  point.  At  9  the  troop-*  returned  to  Yorktown,  having  fired  all 
the  buildings. 

August  1. — At  2  p.  m.  sent  tbe  first  cntt«r,  with  au  armed  crew  ii 
charge  of  Mr.  Leonard,  to  destroy  a  jmrtion  of  the  water  battery  oti 
Gloucester  Poiut.  Sent  the  second  cntter  ashore  to  atisiat  in  destroy- 

ing tbe  battery. 
AuguHt  2. — At  3:30  p.  ui,  sent  second  cutter  ashore  to  bring  along- 

side a  canoe  that  was  beyond  musket  range.  At  4  saw  several  men  m 
the  Gloucester  shore,  near  the  ruins  of  the  hospital.  Sent  AcUd{_ 
Master's  Mate  Kappell,  in  charge  of  armed  first  eutter,  to  see  who  tUey. 
were.    At  5: 10  he  returned,  not  having  been  able  to  overtake  tbem. 

Septenibrr  3. — At  li;10  p.  m.  eame  to  anchor  oil"  the  mouth  of  tliv 
Mattiipiuiy  River.  Sent  Acting  Master  Borden  on  shoi-e  on  the  Gloa- 
eester  side,  in  charge  of  first  and  second  cutters,  with  armed  crews,  to 
bring  off  a  large  barge.  At  3:30  returned  with  the  barge  and  a  skiff 
in  tow.  Fired  a  10-second  shell  at  a  man  ou  horr^ebat-k  near  the  place 
from  whence  the  barge  wii.s  taken.  He  disap|ieared  behind  a  huatw 

near  by.  Stove  the  barge  and  sklfi'  to  reuder  them  uscleiss  Uy  the  rebels 
and  proceeded  dowu  tbe  river. 

AtxtT&Gt  log  of  tbe  H,  S.  8.  CDrnmodore  Parr;. 

March  10,  lSfi3. — At  I :  .'tO  p.  m.  jtroceedod  up  the  river  cloite  to  Blizfi. 
beth  t'ity  to  reconnojter.  Fired  two  shots  at  the  sunken  rebel  steamer 
Fanntj.    Disabled  all  lier  machinery. 
Mnrrh  N. — At  SilH  a.  ni.  got  underway  with  the  fleet  and  con> 

meneed  firing  at  the  enemy's  l)att.)riei4  at  New  Berne,  N.  0.  At  11!:  Ii 
p.  m.  Acting  Master  Thomas  look  po-tKCKHion  of  the  Bchoouer  ffapoleoitj 
rebel. 
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April  11. — At  tho  month  of  Newbegun  Oreek  [Pasqnotank  River]. 
Sent  huiiich  and  second  cutter,  .armed,  under  command  of  Acting 
Master  Hotchkiss,  up  the  creek.  At  1) :  45  they  returned,  l)rinf^infr  two 
schooners  in  tow.  At  JO  a.  m.  manned  and  armed  tho  launch  and  sent 
her,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Flusser,  tlie  gunboat  Pntnam  taking  the 
hiunch  in  tow,  and  proceede<l  down  the  river. 

May  2. — Cobb's  Point.  At  2:45  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Flusser  fired  three 
shell  from  IX-inch  gun. 

May  20. — Off  Plymouth,  N.  0.  At  3:30  p.  m.  stood  down  the  river 
and  took  the  prize  steamer  Fly  in  tow  and  proceeded  to  the  city. 

June  0. — Set  Are  to  the  schooner  Rimppernong^  partly  h)aded  with 
white  oak  timber  belonging  to  the  Confederate  Government,  off  North 
Eiver. 

J\dy  9. — Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.  Called  all  hands  to  quarters.  Saw  some 
rebel  cavalry  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  They  firing  on  us  heavy  volleys 
of  musketry,  we  commenced  shelling  tho  bank  of  the  river  and  woods 
at  2:50  p.  m.  One  man  slightly  wounded  in  the  leg  and  one  mortally 
wounded.  At  4  landed  a  detachment  of  Hawkins'  Zouaves  and  one 
field  howitzer,  all  under  the  connnand  of  Lieutenant  Flusser  and  Cap- 

tain Hammer.  They  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Hamilton,  N.  C.  Ammu- 
nition expended:  15  5second  shell,  7  10-second  shell,  8  shrapnel,  3 

canister,  7  grape. 
Jidy  11. — At  11  ]>.  m.  dispatched  two  boats,  armed  and  equipped,  up 

the  Boanoke  in  search  of  a  rebel  officer. 
July  12, — Boats  returned  at  2:30  a.  m.,  having  the  rebel  officer  in 

chnrge. 
July  11. — At  6: 45  a.  m.  landed  a  detachment  of  Hawkins'  Zouaves 

and  one  field  howitzer,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Flusser,  at  Wil- 
liamston,  N.  C.  At  8  men  and  soldiers  returned-on  board.  Proceeded 
to  Jamestown  [Jamesville],  N.  C;  landed  a  detachment  of  zouaves  and 
sailors,  under  command  ot  Lieutenant  Flusser,  on  shore,  lietunied  at 
7: 15  p.  m.,  having  captured  one  small  G  pound  field  howitzer. 

July  31. — Off'  Plymouth,  N.  C.  Got  underway;  proceeded  up  the river;  hove  some  shell  into  the  woods  where  the  rebel  cavalry  has  been 
hovering  around.  At  8 :  15  passed  the  town  of  Jamestown  [Jamesville] ; 
hove  some  shell  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  and  proceeded  along  up 

the  river.  At  11 :  15,  abreast  ot*  Williamston,  saw  some  cavalry  on  the beach  and  shelled  them.  At  11:30  landed  all  our  soldiers  and  sailors 
on  shore  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Flusser,  they  proceeding  up  to 
the  town  of  Williamston.  At  6:30  came  to  anchor  abreast  of  Plymouth. 
Ammunition  expended:  7  5second  shell,  2  lOsecond  shell,  5  16-second 
shell,  8  shell,  10-pound  charges. 
Augusts. — At  noon  landed  a  detachment  of  zouaves  and  sailors  at 

Kiddick's  fReddick'sJ  Landing  and  brought  off  9  bales  of  cotton  and  a 
quantity  of  bacon. 

Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Daootah. 

June  28, 1862. — Steamed  up  James  Eiver, 
July  2. — At  7  a.  m.  sent  first,  second,  and  third  cutters  ashore,  with 

their  crews  and  marines.  At  5:30  armed  boats  returned,  having 

destroyed  the  battery  at  Hardy's  [Harden's]  Bluff*.  Guns  destroyed  at 
Hardy's  [Ilarden's]  Bluff:  One  8  inch  rifle,  2  7-inch  rifles,  2  7-inch 
smooth,  6  32-pounder8. 

July  3. — At  6: 15  a.  m.  sent  armed  boats,  first,  second,  and  third  cut- 
ters, in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Selfridge  and  Master  S.  D.  Ames,  to 

Day's  Point  battery  to  destroy  the  guns.  A  t  1 :  30  p.  m.  boats  retnrned. 
Guns  destroyed  at  Day's  Point:  Three  '12-p(muders,  8  32-x)oundcr8,  2 
81nch  shell  guns,  2  32pounder  carronades. 
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Abitract  log  at  Qm  V.  B.  S.  DnyllKhl. 

April  ̂ J,  JS6S.— Al  8:  t\&  a.  m.  made  isignal]  So.  1228;  answered  by 
tbe  fleet.  Fleet  got  underway  aud  took  Hieir  iiositioits  in  line  and 
Bteniiied  in  loward  Fort  Maron.  At  8;  JO  opened  a  heavy  lire  on  tlie 
fort  rroiii  III!  vessels,  st«iin)ing  Jii  an  elliptical  course  past  the  fort  aiid 
ap  again,  firing  as  soon  as  our  gnnis  wonld  bear.  At  9:05  the  fort 
opened  a  hot  tire  on  ns  xcitb  very  heavy  gnnn.  At  0 :  30  a  shot  straok 

us  on  the  starboard  quarter,  goinp  through  the  chief  engineer's  room, 
the  cabin,  the  pantry,  and  the  floor  nf  fhe  captain's  Btataroom  and  into 
the  side  of  the  ship,  from  whence  it  dropped  down  nnder  the  engine. 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Wade  had  his  arm  broken  by  the  splinters. 
At  0:54  stopped  tiring  and  hauled  off,  as  nur  »hot  did  not  reach  tba 
fort,  after  an  action  of  one  hour  and  fifteen  n)innt«s.  During  the  action 
forty-four  nhots  were  fired.  At  10:40  came  to  anchor  and  commiiut- 
<!ated  with  tlie  army  by  signals:  12  to  i  p.  m.,  our  army  still  bombard- 

ing the  fort. 
April  S6.~At  0:30  a.  m.  signalized  the  army  on  shore.  At  10:10 

got  nnderway  and  steamed  np  toward  the  fort.  At  10 :  'JO  the  rebel  flag 
w)ia  hauled  down  and  the  stars  and  stripes  wore  set.  At  10i:jO  steamer 
State  of  (iwrgin  fired  a  salute. 

April  38. — Atl;20p.  m.  Fort  Macou  (ired  a  salute  of  thiity-four  guns. 

Abttr&ot  log  of  the  U.  8.  B.  Dolaware. 

March  J3, 18G2. — At  5:;J0  a.  ni.  called  all  hands  and  cleared  ship  for 
action.  At  7  ran  alongside  of  the  diigship.  Made  general  tour  tbrougli 
the  fleet.  Received  ou  board  Captain  Kowan  and  his  aids;  ran  in  close 
to  enemy's  shore  and  covered  the  landing  of  troops  by  shelling  the 
woods.    At  1  p.  m.  ran  nloiigsiile  of  schooner   and  brought  ofl^ 
troops  of  Eleventh  Oonneeticnt  Regiment  and,  ninning  close  inshore, 
placed  them  on  board  tender.  Fired  from  IX-inch  gun  into  the  woods 
to  protect  onr  army  whilst  landing  and  marching.  Engaged  a  battferjr 

on  Johnson's  Point,  [N.  O.],  at  4  p.  m.  At  4: 2lt  the  enemy's  batt«ry opened  fire  and  the  Undenoriler,  Perry,  and  lAwkicood  engaged  it 
At  B  p.  m.  we  steamed  toward  the  Alice  Price,  conveying  orders  to 
Bornside. 

Marck  if. — At  6:30  a.  m,  got  nnderway  and  stood  op  the  river  'and beat  to  quarters.  Heiird  heavy  tiring  ou  shore  between  the  hours  of  7 
and  8.  Stood  on  up  the  river  toward  New  Berne.  Engaged  the  ene- 

my's batteries  on  shore  above  .Tohni^on's  I'oint  and  oMier  places  where 
they  were  located.  Received  no  returning  tire,  anil,  passing  rapidly 

along,  gave  chase  to  two  steamers  oil'  New  Berne.  Ran  into  Jenkliia* Wharf  and  sent  armed  boats  to  the  steamers;  made  them  prize.  Their 
names.  Old  North  State  and  Aibemarle.  At  2  p.  m.  Generals  Burnside, 
Foster,  and  Reno  came  on  board  and  reported  the  success  of  the  army. 
March  3I.^A.t  7  a.  ni.  LniiuiUina  made  signals.  Captain  proeeedftd 

to  her  and  kept  on  up  the  river;  met  obritructions.  Alter  finding  » 
uhannel  through  thorn,  returned  down  tlie  river  to  transput  steamer 
Admiral  and  received  from  her  aoo  soldiers  of  Twenty-fourth  MasHft- 
chusettB  Regiment,  and  with  them  proceeded  toward  the  town  of 
Washington,  [N.  C]  At  1:30  p.  m.  disembarked  soldiers.  At  3:30 
reembarked  troops,  prooee<Ied  down  river  to  steamer  Admiral,  plitced 
the  troops  on  lier,  kept  on  <town  river,  nod  at  8  passed  Indian  Kiver, 

aud  at  0  came  to  anclior  oil'  I'amlico. 
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March  20. — At  5:30  a.  m.  ran  in  close  to  Wade's  Pointj  landed  pilot; 
returning,  entered  the  mouth  of  the  Pungo  River  at  7.  At  7:30  laid 
to  and  sent  boat  up  Juaran  [Jordan]  Creek  to  reconnoiter.  Boats 
returned  and  we  proceeded  on  up  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pantego 
Creek.  At  11  discovered  two  strange  schooners  moored  inshore.  At 
11:30  lowered  boats  and  with  armed  crews  proceeded  toward  them; 
captured  them  and  towed  them  alongside.  Came  to  at  the  mouth  of 
Pantego  Creek  at  G  :30  p.  m.  Were  visited  by  citizens  residing  around 
where  we  were  lying  who  desired  to  be  placed  under  the  protection  of 
our  flag.  Permitted  several  to  take  their  families  on  board  the  prize 
schooners. 

March  31, — At  2  p.  m.  ran  down  the  river  toward  the  obstructions. 
Discovered  steamers  Albemarle  and  Hussar,  Alheniarle  was  sunk, 
liaving  run  foul  of  the  obstructions.  Took  from  her  officers,  crew,  pris- 

oners, sick,  wounded,  and  well,  and  with  them  returned  to  Washington, 
[N.  C]  Also  took  off  of  AlhemarU  all  stores,  provisions,  etc.  Han 
alongside  of  wharf  at  Washington;  disembarked  all  prisoners.  At  12 
midnight  anchored  abreast  of  the  town. 

April  4. — At  4:30  p.  m.  steamer  Albemarle  fired  by  boats'  crews  from 
Louisiana  and  gig's  crew  of  this  vessel.  Weighed  anchor,  in  company 
with  Louisiana  J  and,  running  close  inshore,  sent  boat's  crew  on  shore 
and  fired  fovt  and  magazme  on  embankment.  Got  underway  again  and 
kept  down  the  river. 

April  5. — At  9:45  a.  m.  entered  the  mouth  of  the  Neuse  River. 
April  20. — At  1 :30  p.  m.  ran  up  to  Elizabeth  City;  passing  it  at  2, 

entered  swamp,  and  running  a  distance  of  6  miles  hove  to  and  fired 
from  IX-inch  gun.  Expended  one  5  second  shell  and  one  shrapnel. 
Returned  clown  the  river. 

April  23. — At  11  a.  m.,  by  order  of  the  flag-officer,  went  te  meet  a  flag 
of  truce  ashore.  Took  an  officer  and  six  men  of  the  rebel  Army,  having 
in  charge  the  body  of  the  adjutant  of  the  Ninth  New  York  Zouaves,  and 
brought  them  on  board,  thence  pro(*eeded  to  the  flagship.  Transferred 
the  body  of  the  adjutant  to  the  Picket. 

June  11. — At  9:20  a.  in.  signaled  the  flagship.  At  10:20  weighed 
anchor  and  ran  to  the  mouth  of  the  Appomattex  River  and  opened  fire 
on  the  west  bank.  Ceased  firing  at  12:30  p.  m.  and  ran  up  to  anchor- 

ing ground  off  Bermuda  Hundred,  [James  River,  Virginia],  and  came  to. 
June  17. — At  9:o0  a.  m.  a  masked  battery  at  City  Point  opened  fire 

on  our  fleet  lying  in  the  river;  weighed  anchor,  and  running  down  to 
the  iftouth  of  the  Api)omattox  returned  the  enemy's  fire.  At  11,  the 
battery  silenced,  returned  to  anchorage  ground. 

June  22. — At  5  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  ran  up  river.  Off  Colonel 
Carter's  place  received  on  board  a  lieutenant  of  U.  S.  cavalry  having 
dis])atches  for  the  commodore  of  the  river  squadron.  Took  him  te  the 
Galena^  and  at  8:30  up  river  again. 

June  26', — At  7:10  j>.  m.,  in  company  with  the  squadron,  ran  slowly up  the  Appomattox;  opened  lire  at  8  upon  the  enemy  on  the  banks  of 
the  river;  ceased  firing  at  1 1 :30. 

June  2S. — A  t  U  p.  ni.  Commander  Rodgers  came  alongside  and  ordered 
us  nj)  the  Chickahominy  River;  entered  it  at  5:30. 

June  30. — Heard  heavy  firing  up  the  Chickahominy. 
July  1. — From  8  te  12  heard  heavy  firing  up  the  Chickahominy  above 

us.  At  2:30  p.  m.  teok  on  board  officers  of  the  Army,  having  dis- 
patches for  General  McCIellan;  ran  downriver,  entered  James  IMver, 

and  canie  te  anchor  on  Harrison's  Bar  at  10:15  and  sent  army  officers on  shore. 
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July  2. — At  5  a.m.  ran  up  river;  took  off  from  slioro  part  of  oar  army 

[ck  anil  wounded  (247  in  all).  At  ."iitS  p.  in.  rail  down  river  nnit ^ilated  tlie  sick  and  wounded  of  the  Army  on  board  tbe  steamer  State 
of  Maine. 

Juli/  S. — At  i:i''  p.  in.  ran  up  JamO!)  Kiver  to  tlio  upper  lleet. 
Juli/  7. — IleanI  beavy  firing  at  2  a.  m.  in  direction  of  Charles  City 

Oonrt-House;  carae  to  anchor  nt.Westover  at  3  p.  ui.     At  4  ran  down 
tn  tlagaliip  and  were  urdered  to  open  tire  on  enemy's  batteries  locjited 
at   ;  ni>ened  fire  at  1:45  and  diacontinued  at  5:30;  retarned  to 
wharf  at  Westover. 

July  8. — At  4:30  p.  m.  ran  along  the  aonth  shore,  keeping  batteries 
of  enemy  clear. 

July  J3. — At  11:45  a.  m.  rebel  ting  of  trnce  boat  came  alongside  and 
wished  to  cnmmunicate  with  General  MeUlellan.  Sent  two  of  ber 
officers  down  to  theHagship  in  thePorf  RoyaP»  cutter.  At  3:45  p.  m., 
officers  of  rebel  boat  having  retiuned,  she  proceeded  up  the  river. 

Aui/imt  2, — At  8  p.  ni.  made  Uhnckatnck  and  anchored.  The  third 

itter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Msister's  Mate  Sprigmiin,  with  armed  crew, 
■eirt  on  shore  to  the  month  of  the  creek.  The  gig,  in  eharge  of  cock- 
fain,  went  along  with  boat  aquadroD  np  Smithtield  Creek. 
August  3. — At  3  n,  m.  boat  B(|uadmn  from  Smithfield  Creek  returned, 

"i  the  cutter  returned  from  Chuckatuck  Creek;  weighed  anchor  and up  In  steamer  Yankee,  aground  off  iSmitblield  Creek.  At  1  p,  m. 
Acting  Master's  Mate  Kerens,  in  charge  of  cutter,  went  ashore  to  burn 
a  »Ioop  lying  at  month  of  Smithdeld  Creek;  performed  his  duty  and 
returned  at  2::;0. 

August  1. — At  2:25  reoeivetl  Commodore  Wilkes  on  board;  stwted 
down  the  river;  came  to  nnchur  in  Hampton  Roads  at  11:30  p.  i 

Atxtnct  log  pr  Ihs  V.  8.  buk  Femandina. 

^fnr^•h  31,  XS^, — At  0  ii.  m.  beat  to  quartors,  cast  loose  the  gunn, 
and  prepared  for  a  midnight  surprise,  as  we  saw  three  steamers  with 
st«iim  upoxchangtng  night  signals  under  Fort  Ciu-twcll,  |X,  CI 

April  i. — At  5:  lU  a.  ni,  observed  a  schooner  close  in  under  tn<.^  shore 
with  nil  sail  set.  The  U.  S.  S.  Moxmi  Vernon  saw  her  at  the  same  time 
and  got  underway  immediately.  The  schooner  then  ran  aground,  the 

crew  setting  fire  to  her  iu  the  cabin  and  leaving  in  their  l>oat.*  By 
this  time  the  steamer  had  approached  to  within  a  few  hundred  yanls 
and  opentil  flro  with  shell  to  drive  back  the  rebels  who  had  collected 
on  the  beach.  At  'J  a,  m.,  in  company  with  the  Cambridge,  went  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Mount  Vernon,  At  1>:  15  the  executive  otllcer,  with 

the  third  cutter's  crew,  fully  armed,  left  the  sliip  and  repaired  to  Cap- 
tain Glisson,  of  the, l/oi(«(  T'pr^non,  for  duty.  Off  Lockwood's  Folly  Inlet. At  0:45,  observing  a  great  number  of  armed  men  approaching  the  prize 

schooner,  beat  to  ijnarters,  cast  loose  the  port  battery,  and  fired  five 
rounds  of  shell,  completely  dispersing  tlie  rebels,  who  dropped  their 
guns  as  they  ran,  seeking  slielter  behind  the  numerous  sand  hills  in 
their  vicinity.  At  10:25  the  executive  officer  retunicd  with  instnte- 
tions  to  Captain  Browne  to  send  first  cutter  with  the  longest  hawser; 
also  third  cutter,  with  crew  fully  armed  with  pistols  and  muskets.  At 
IU:40  the  boats  shoved  off,  iu  command  of  the  executive  officer  and 
Mr.  Ileinpstoad.  At  11,  in  compliance  with  signal  from  fiagship,  the 

fouith  cutter,  with  an  armed  boat's  crew  aud  seven  musketeers,  in 
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cliarge  of  Master's  Mate  Eobinsou,  proceeded  to  the  Hagsbip.  At  2 :  30 
p.  lu.,  observing  the  rebels  to  be  armed  and  gathering  in  great  numbers 

on  the  beach  to  the  northward,  apparently  determined  to  drive  oft'  our 
boats' crew,  opened  fire  from  our  i)ort  bjittery  with  shell,  firing  five 
rounds.  The  rebels  fied  in  every  direction  simultaneously  with  our 
opening  fire.  The  Mount  Vernon  and  Cambridge,  seeing  the  rebels,  also 
opened  fire  upon  them,  which  they  kept  up  for  some  time.  At  3: 30 
boats  returned  to  the  sliip.  The  name  of  the  schooner  above  mentioned 
was  the  Kate,  but  she  had  sailed  under  the  names  of  the  Leonora  and 
the  Litcy  C.  Holmes.  We  found  that  the  cabin  had  been  fired,  but  it 
was  soon  put  out,  and  we  found  all  her  papers  and  a  secession  fiag  on 
board.  Hoisted  half  the  salt  on  deck,  cut  the  bags,  and  started  it  over- 

board. At  2 :  30  p.  m.  the  schooner  was  almost  dry ;  received  orders 
to  burn  her  and  cut  holes  in  her  side.  The  rebels  opened  fire  upon  us 
from  the  houses  and  behind  the  sand  hills.  Sent  word  to  Commander 

Glisson  that  they  were  firing  and  that  the  balls  struck  the  schooner's 
side  and  some  passed  over  us.  The  vessels  opened  fire  with  shell,  our 
vessel  commencing,  and  one  of  her  shot  struck  a  house  from  which  the 
rebels  had  been  firing,  setting  it  on  fire.  While  the  vessels  had  been 
shelling  the  rebels  we  had  eftectually  set  fire  to  the  schooner  fore 
and  aft. 

April  13. — At  12:04  p.  m.  came  to  abreast  of  the  Minnesota,  Hamp- 
ton Itoads. 

April  14. — Received  on  board  a  rifled  gun  and  its  equipments.  Got 
underway  and  i>roceeded  u])  the  Chesapeake. 

April  16. — At  anchor  in  Baltimore,  repairing. 

Abftract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Galena. 

April  21, 1862. — ^At  1 :  30  p.  m.  ship  put  in  commission,  navy  yard, 
New  York. 

April  22. — At  12: 45  p.  m.  hove  n\}  anchor  and  was  taken  in  tow  by 
the  Baltic. 

April  24. — At  3  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  oflf  Fortress  Monroe.  Com- 
mander John  Kodgers  came  on  board  and  took  command,  relieving 

Commander  Taylor. 

May  4. — At  1 :  15  p.  m.  Merrimack  rounded  Sewell's  Point,  steamed 
a  quarter  of  the  distance  across  to  Newport  News  and  lay  there.  Beat 
to  quarters  and  loaded  small  arms  and  got  everything  ready  for  imme- 

diate action,  but  she  made  no  attempt  to  attack  us,  and  at  3:45  p.  m. 
she  steamed  up  toward  Norfolk  out  of  sight. 
May  6. — ^At  10:30  a.  m.  cai)tain  came  on  board  with  dispatches  from 

Newi)ort  News  that  the  Merrimack,  Jamestoton,  and  Yorktowji  were  in 
sight  coming  down  from  Norfolk.  Got  ready  for  action,  but  up  to  12 
she  has  not  made  her  apx>earance. 

May  7. — At  1 :  30  p.  m.  the  Merrimack  made  her  appearance  oft'  Sew- 
ell's  Point,  where  she  remained  apparently  at  anchor  during  the  watch. 
Cleared  ship  for  action  and  was  prepared  for  her  reception.  At  5  p.  m. 
the  Merrimack  went  out  of  sight  around  Sewell's  Point, 
Mays. — At 0:15  a.  m.  got  underway  for  James  Iliver  in  company 

with  the  Port  Royal  and  Aroostook.  At  8:30  opened  fire  on  a  battery 
at  Eock  Wharf;  passed  up  in  front  of  it  four  times  and  silenced  the 
guns,  eleven  in  number,  and  set  the  battery  on  fire.  Saw  the  James- 
toicn  and  Yorktoicn  above  the  battery.    They  got  up  steam  and  w^Vi^ 
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nil  llie  liver,  At  1  p.  lu.  a  rcbt'l  battery  o|iene<l  lire  on  oars.  EngngiMll 
it;  round  to  be  a  12-(i:un  buttery  on  Motlier  Tynes'  liliifl'.  Proceedwl  apl ill  front  with  llie  guniniat  Aroontoiilc  jniil  bnrk;  itrdcreil  gunboat  to  lay  fl 
out  of  range  while  we  silenced  tlicm.  I'asseil  up  in  front  four  times  I 
aniidown  three  times  iiiiil  silenced  all  bnt  one  gun;  furthatweexpeDdetll 

a  good  many  shot.  ( Jiilered  the  -1  roontook  and  I'ort  Royni  to  ran  posti I 
the  battery  while  we  engaged  it,  which  they  did,  the  I'ort  Royal  witti-fl 
(out)  injury.  Tlie^roostoo&receivetloiieshotin  her  bulwarks,  i  tearing  *! 
no  one.  We  received  one  shot  on  our  port  quarter,  doing  very  littlo4 
injury.  The  ̂ roojf'o'ifc  fired  in Hauimalile  shells,  setting  flro  to  the  rebut  fl 
works.  At  12  ni.  ssiiling  up  the  river.  At  3  p.  lu.  Btruck  oa  LyoDMB 

[Lawn'a]  Shoals;  I'urt  /ioi/n;  tried  to  tow  us  oft' and  got  us  afloat;  found  I our  engines  wouhl  not  work,  Aroostonk  took  our  hawser  and  towed  nafl 
ou  Llog  Island.  Shell  expended:  First  battery,  rifle,  29;Dahlgrcn,  19; I 
Secondbattery,  rifle  shell,  58;  Uahlgien,  6.j.  | 

Miiy  10. — At  8  a.  in.  afloat  fore  and  aft.  I 
May  11. — At  Ti  a,  ni.  Kigiialeil  -4 foog(oofc  and  Port  Royal  to  get  under- 1 

way;  hove  up  anchor  and  steamed  up  river.  At  fi  a.  m.  stopped  oppo-l 
Bite  .Jamestown  and  sentflrst  cutter  on  shore  with  two  officers  to  recou- 1 
noiter.  Found  five  batteries  evacuated;  examined  oneof  them;  foandl 
four  gUQm,  S  inch  eolumbiads,  spiked,  and  carriages  hnrued ;  found  no  ■ 

white  people;  brought  oft'  five  eoutrabauds,  but  obtained  no  informa-fl tion.  I 

May  13. — A 1 4 : 3(1  a.  m.  signaled  for  the  fleet  to  get  underway  j  steamed  ■ 
up  river.  At  5 : 3()  signaled  to  fleet  to  prepare  for  action ;  beat  to  qunr- 1 
ters  and  pn3sc<l  Fort  Pocahontas;  it  uia*le  no  demonstration,  beiti^l 

evacuated.  .\t  H):;!()  crossed  Harrison's  Bar;  ,iaw  a  largo  fire  at  City  ■ 
Point.  Saw  the  Union  stsus  and  stripes  Hying  on  shore.  Atll:3(>aJ 
small  boat  came  on  board  with  a  young  lady  and  an  old  man,  request- 1 
ingusnot  to  shell  the  town,as  thexoldiet'shad  all  left,  Came  to  ancborV 
off  City  Point;  all  the  houses  flying  white  Hags.  Fire  from  tobaccofl 
factory  still  burning  slowly.  Captain  went  ashore  and  returned  withl 

three  deserters  I'roin  flio  lebcl  .\rmy,  Boarded  two  schooners;  found  I 
no  paiwrs,  flags,  or  contraband  goods;  let  them  pass  with  a  warning  I 
not  to  carry  anything  for  the  rebels.  I 

Mny  It, — At  O:.^!*  a,  in.  saw  rebel  soldiers  on  shore.  At  3:30  p^  m.  I 
first  division  went  to  quartera  and  fired  two  lO-second  shells  at  sonio  I 
rebel  soldiers  in  ambush  and  scattered  them.  I 

May  13. — At  fi  a.  m.  weiglie<i  uiudior.  At  7;:iO  sighted  batteries  on  I 
port  bow.  At  8:1.'5  swung  so  as  to  bring  our  browlstde  guns  to  bear  fl 
ou  the  battery.  The  battery  opened  Are,  the  first  shot  striking  our  port  fl 
bow  and  going  quite  tlirough  tmd  slightly  wounding  two  men.  Shortly  I 
received  anolhcr  shot  in  the  i»ort  bow,  going  entirely  through  thesbjpf  I 
killing  Michiii'l  Manney  and  wounding  three  others  from  the  first  I 
division.  I'nid  out  chain  and  swung  broadside  to  the  battery  aodfl 
opened  lire  with  sln-H.  The  bank  of  the  river  was  filled  with  rifie  pits.  I 
Tliomas  Kedd.v  was  killed  by  a  rifle  shot-.  Kept  np  a  brisk  fire  with  I 
shell,  and  had  nearly  Kilonccd  the  battery  when  we  found  onr  sheila  all  I 
evpended,  and  ciininicnicd  firing  sidid  shot  with  but  little  effect,  and  I 

the  battery  soon  "[n-ntd  u|mn  us  with  terrihlo  eft'oct,  every  shot  taking  ■ efTecl,  going  t)iton>ili  Die  iron  uinior.  At  11:05  received  a  shell  which  I 
exploded  on  the  gun  deck,  setting  fire  toactirtridge  and  tilled  the  ship  I 
with  smoke,  killing  three  men  and  wounding  several.  Mr.  lloorom  I 
received  a  piece  of  shell,  tearing  away  most  of  his  fix>t.  At  11:30  I 
fimnd  our  animnnition  nearly  till  expended.  Siipjietl  chain  and  retireil  I 
to  Kinj^sland  Creek  and  came  to  anchor.    Mustered  I  ho  hands  and  I 
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found  12  loeu  killed  and  15  wounded,  two  of  the  men  dangerously. 
Killed  in  the  action:  Thomas  Ready,  Michael  Manney,  James  H. 
Webber,  Martin  Millberry,  John  Smith  (fourth),  Robert  Boyd,  Richard 
A.  Adams,  John  (juigg,  John  Russell,  David  Patterson,  William  H. 
Houghton,  Joseph  Johnson.  Wounded  in  action:  John  O'Connor, 
William  Stevens,  Thomas  Finnegan,  Henry  Watson,  William  H.  Har- 

rison, Biedrich  Visser,  Thomas  B.  Clark,  Andrew  McCleary,  George 
McDonnell,  Frederick  Johnson,  William  Ourey,  Matthew  Shard,William 
H.  Curtis,  William  Riley,  Thomas  McCarthy,  William  Cato,  Charles 
Keiiyun,  Amos  W.  Sampson,  Jared  J).  Boorom,  Owen  Dougherty. 
May  If). — At  4:30  a.  m.  all  hands  up  anchor,  got  underway,  and 

steamed  down  the  river  to  Citj''  Point  and  anchored  in  4  fathoms  water. 
At  7:50  Mr.  Boorom,  gunner  of  the  Galena,  died  from  a  wound  received 

in  yesterday's  fight.  Thomas  Dougherty  died  from  wounds  received  on the  15th  instant. 

May  19, — At  4:45  p.  m.  a  boat  "rom  the  Wa<;hus€tt  was  fired  into  by two  rebels  at  the  wharf  at  City  Point,  killing  two  men  and  wounding 
three,  and  making  prisoners  of  three  of  the  wardroom  oflScers  and 
seven  of  the  boat's  crew.  The  Maratanza  and  Monitor  got  underway 
and  steamed  up  to  the  city  and  fired  several  shells  into  the  town.  Sent 
an  armed  boat  with  six  marines  to  cooperate  with  them.  Could  not 
get  the  Oalena  underway,  as  her  engines  were  not  in  working  order. 
At  10  p.  m.  observed  the  enemy  signaling  with  lights  on  the  left  shore. 

May  20, — From  4  to  0  p.  m.  got  underway  and  ran  up  and  anchored 
in  the  mouth  of  the  Api)omattox  River.  At  5:30  first  and  third 
divisions  went  to  quarters  and  fired  four  shell  at  a  squad  of  rebel 
cavalry. 

May  21. — At  0  a.  m.  fired  a  shot  from  the  forward  rifle  gun  at  a  squad 
of  rebel  cavalry  about  2  miles  off,  which  made  a  retrograde  movement 
advisable.  At  1 :30  third  division  went  to  quarters  and  fired  a  shell  at 
a  squad  of  rebels  a  little  to  the  right  of  City  Point.  At  5  p.  m.  rebel 

troops  in  sight  back  of  City  Point.  ^ 
May  22. — Hebel  cavalry  in  sight  during  the  day  back  of  City  Point. 

At  5  p.  m.  a  flag  of  truce  came  down  to  the  wharf  at  City  Point  and 
was  answered  by  a  boat  from  the  flagship. 

May  23. — At  11:30  p.  m.  saw  something  moving  near  the  shore  at 
City  Point.  Appeared  to  bo  a  number  of  boats  or  a  raft,  moving 
toward  the  ship ;  went  to  general  quarters  and  fired  a  volley  of  musketry 
at  them  and  saw  no  more  of  them. 

May  2L — From  C  to  8  p.  m,  the  first  division  went  to  quarters  and 
fired  a  shell  at  some  rebel  soldiers  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Appomattox 
River.     Steamer  Dragon  fired  several  shots  at  some  rebels  at  City  Point. 

May  2'). — At  7:30  a.  m,  a  train  of  cars  came  into  City  Point  with  a 
flag  of  truce.    It  was  answered  by  a  l)oat  from  flagship. 

May  27. — At  10  a.  m.  the  steamer  Stepping  IStones  and  a  tugboat  stjirted 
up  the  Api)omattox  lliver.  At  12  returned,  having  been  fired  into  by 
the  rebels. 
May  2!f. — At  11:30  a.  m.  saw  rebel  soldiers  at  City  Point,  but  could 

not  bring  a  gun  to  bear  upon  them.  At  3  p.  m.  saw  rebels  on  shore  at 
( -ity  Point  occupying  a  small  frame  house  and  a  brick  house.  The  first 
division  went  to  quarters  and  put  a  shell  through  the  center  of  one  of 
the  houses  and  into  the  roof  of  the  other.  Fired  four  shots  in  all,  and 
they  have  had  a  good  moral  effect. 

June  1. — At  11  a.  m.  saw  rebels  at  City  Pohit;  fired  five  shells  at 
them.  From  mcTidian  to  4  p.  m.  Fired  two  rifled  shells  at  a  house  at 
City  Point  having  rebel  soldiers  in  it. 
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•June:.'. — I'roui  4  to  0  p.  m.:  Proceeded  down  river.  Tlie  sliores 
apiieoreti  to  bo  flUed  with  riflemen,  who  flred  ti(>on  na.  Fired  a  100- 

XMUDder  abel]  and  Btniuk  a  houite  near  wbt^i-e  tliu  Rbuta  came  t'runi. 
June  6. — At  2  p,  m,  changed  onr  [wsitiou  to  avoid  the  enemy's  sharp- si  looters, 

•June  15. — At  5:  ■1.1.  while  passing  a,  high  bluflon  the  starboard  band, 
the  rebels  fired  a  volley  of  tiboiit  100  rilie  shots  at  us  but  did  no  dam- 

age. We  returned  their  Are  with  a  100  pounder  rilie  and  one  9  inch 
Bbell. 

JiiHc  IG. — At  10:15  a.  111.  rei.-eived  a  volley  of  rilie  sliots  from  the 
enemy  from  the  port  bank  of  the  river.  Ueturned  their  fire  with  Htaall 
arms  and  broadside  gnns.  Expended  I^  Parrott  charges  and  14  U-incb 
Dablgren.  Proceeded  up  the  river  and  came  to  anchor  near  Sturgeon- 
town.  At  6: 30  p.  ni.  the  U.  8.  8.  Mahatka  opened  fire  on  some  rebels 
on  shore  who  were  firing  ou  the  ship  with  small  arms. 

June  IT. — At  5: 30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river 
prepared  to  shell  the  woods,  but  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy.  At  9  the 
enemy  opened  fire  from  City  Point  with  small  arms  and  a  nmitber  of 
rifled  pieces.  At  0;  05  Commander  Rodgers  returned  aboard.  He  bad 
a  narrow  eiicape,  as  a  rifle  shell  struck  within  about  2  feet  of  the  gig. 
At  0:15  weighed  anchor  and  prepared  to  shell  City  Point.  The  enemy 
keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  upon  City  Point  with  four  big  guns  loaded  with 
shell.  At  11  let  go  anchor,  with  spring  at  the  month  of  the  Appomst- 
tox  Biver,  and  brought  port  side  guns  to  bear  and  continued  the  lin\ 

No  reply  from  the  enemy.  Expended  2!)  Parrott  charges  and  '20  9-incb. 
No  one  injured  on  boanl  the  Galena.  Our  smokestack  was  struck  tbrve 
times  by  shell. 

June  19. — A  steanu-r  witli  a  dag  of  truce  came  up  the  river  and 
anchored  near  the  flagship.  I'lred  a  rifle  shell  at  some  rebel  pickets  at 
City  I'oint. 

June  SO. — At  1  p.  m.  fired  two  9-incb  shell  at  some  rebel  soldiers 
opposite  City  Point.  At  2  p.  m.  flred  one  siiell  in  the  same  directiou. 
At  4 :  30  the  U.  S.  S,  Aroo»fook  passed  dowu,  reported  that  the  Jarob 
Bell  bad  been  flred  into  by  the  rebels  some  7  mik-s  above  City  Foiut. 

At  ")  received  orders  to  go  up  river.  At  7 :  45  came  to  anchor  opposite 
Tnrkey  Island. 

June 3:i. — At  10:30  a.  m.  called  all  handi«  to  quarters  and  manned 
the  starboard  battery;  kept  at  quarters  an  hour  and  a  half.  When 

the  ship  had  passed  the  Watsou  Blufl'  the  enemy  fired  four  rifle  shots at  ns,  whicli  we  returned  with  rifles;  no  one  injured. 
JuneSa. — At  7  p.  m.  the  expedition  set  out;  all  the  fleet  hove  up 

anchor  and  Hteamed  up  the  Apiwmattox  River.  The  U.  8.  S.  Stepptng 
Ulimes  buoyed  the  channel  out  and  the  Port  Royal  took  the  lead  as 
flagship,  with  Commauder  Itodgers  on  board,  and  onr  hinnch  and  gig 
equipi>eil  for  the  exjieditron.  From  8  to  12:  The  fleet  kept  np  a  con- 
Btant  fire,  shelling  the  wood  ou  all  sides.  At  10  got  aground :  soon  got 

oil'.  Firing  coiitiuucd  and  no  response  from  the  enemy.  Names  of 
thevessels  going  up  the  Ap{)omattux:  I'ortHoyal,  flagship;  jl/nratoiuo, 
Mahtukri,  SouthJicl<l,  Satellilf,  Jacob  Bell,  Island  Belle,  Stepping  8tone«, 
and  Monitor, 

June  37. — The  firing  ceased  a  little  fi-om  the  fleet  np  the  Appomattox. 
At  2  a.  m.  Hteamed  close  abreast  of  City  I'oiut  and  commenci'd  shelling 
the  houses.  At  2:20  sent  two  boats  ashore  and  set  fire  lo  the  de|)Ot^ 
and  kept  shelling  the  town.  One  incendiary  shell  siruck  thi-  hi)tel  aud 
exploded,  si't  the  building  on  fire.  At  3  :tiO  steamed  down  and  throw  a 
few  shells  intii  the  woods,  but  tbey  did  not  igTute.    Atuciimc  toauoltor 
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at  the  mouth  of  the  Appomattox  aiid  ceased  firiii^i:.  3aw  a  heavy 
smoke  raise  up  in  the  direction  of  Petersburg.  a^U  the  vessels  ceased 
firing.  Our  fleet  up  the  Appomattox  not  in  sight  yet,  and  no  signs  of 
the  enemy.  At  11  fired  two  shots  at  some  rebels  that  were  seen  on  the 
top  of  a  hill.  At  12:30  got  underway  and  ran  down  below  City  Point 
and  anchored.  Fired  a  shot  at  a  house  as  we  passed  City  Point.  At 
4:30  a  large  brick  building  caught  fire  at  City  Point  and  was  burned, 
with  all  the  adjoining  wharf. 

Jnne  30. — At  4:45  p.  m.  steamed  up  the  river  with  General  McClel- 
lan  and  staff  on  board.  Heard  heavy  cannonading  up  river.  At  5 
steamed  up  river  and  commenced  shelling  the  enemy.  From  6  to  8, 
ship  in  action,  throwing  shell  in  the  enemy's  columns.  At  8:30  ceased 
firing,  only  firing  at  intervals  when  the  enemy  was  to  be  seen.  Dropped 
down  river  and  anchored;  everything  quiet  at  10.  Fired  CI  rifle  shell 
and  89  O-inch  shell; 

July  1, — At  2  p.  m.  passed  City  Point;  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy. 
Anchored  opposite  Carter's  Wharf.  At  4:15  hove  up  anchor  and 
steamed  up  ihe^  river.  At  4:60  came  to  anchor  and  commenced  firing; 
ceased  at  5 :  40.  At  6 :  50  shifted  ])Osition  and  commenced  firing ;  ceased 
at  7:45;  proceeded  down  river  and  anchored  opposite  Carter's  Wharf. 

AuguHt  3. — At  5:30  p.  m.  the  Southfield  made  signal  from  above 
City  Point  for  immediate  assistance;  signalized  to  the  flagship  and 
sent  first  cutter  to  tell  the  commodore  that  the  Southfield  was  aground 
and  wanted  assistance.  At  0 :  10  two  tugboats  passed  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Southfield.  At  6 :  45  received  orders  to  go  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Southfield.  At  7  steamed  up  the  river.  At  7:30  opened  fire  on 
City  Point.  At  7:50  passed  the  Southfield^  firing  occasionally,  but  the 
enemy  ceased  firing.  At  8  ceased  firing  and  anchored  above  the 
Southfield.    Fired  five  rifle  shell  and  six  9-inch  shell. 

August  6, — Saw  several  men  in  a  field  near  Bermuda  Hundred  and 
brought  Ko.  3  gnu  to  bear  on  them  and  fired  a  shrapnel  shell. 

A  ugust  18. — At  10 :  30  a.  m.  the  Satellite  went  down  the  river  opposite 
Harrison's  Landing  and  opened  fire  on  the  south  shore.  From  meridian 
to  4  p.  m.:  The  Satellite  continued  to  fire  shell  into  the  woods  opposite 
Harrison's  Landing.  Gunboat  Maratanza  wmt  down  and  commenced 
shelling  the  wooils;  the  Cimarron  also  went  down. 

Abstract  log  of  the  IF.  S.  S.  Hunchback. 

March  13, 1S62. — At  8:30  a.  m.  t\\e>  Ijouhiana  opened  fire  on  the  x>ort 
bank  of  the  river  Neuse  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops,  foHowed  by 
the  Valley  City,  Delaware,  and  Stars  and  Stripes,  At  8 :  45  six  launches 
left  the  vessel  to  land  the  howitzers.  At  0  the  transport  steamers  Pilot 
Boy,  Patua^ent,  Alice  Price,  the  tugs  ChumpioJi;  Alert,  and  Union,  with 
launches  and  boats  in  tow,  made  for  the  shore.  At  9 :  40  the  Alice  Price 
entered  the  creek,  followed  by  the  tug  Union  with  the  lannches,  and 
landed  the  troops.  At  10  the  commodore  transferred  his  flag  from  the 
Philadelphia  to  the  Delaware.  At  4 :  35  the  batteries  opened  fire  on  the 
gunboats. 

March  If, — At  9 :  10  received  orders  to  proceed  u])  the  river  to  supx)ort 
the  troops,  who  are  reported  as  engaged  with  the  enemy.  At  9:40 
joined  the  gunboats  that  were  engaged  with  the  batteries.  Prepared 

for  action  and  opened  fi*re  on  the  battery  from  our  rifle  gun,  distance 
1,700  yards.  The  batteries  answered  the  fire  of  the  boats  at  9  \  Cvrs,  ̂ Vssi. 

Delaware  signaled  the  fleet.    We  advanced  \tv  ̂ o«»^  ox^^x  'svw^  ̂ \\^ig!!o^^?5iw 
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the  battcTy  on  the  i)oint.  The  stars  and  sttipea  flying  in  the  first  bat- 
tery. At  10:0S  the  second  battery  was  silenced  anil  blown  up.  Tlio 

Jlarney  and  Morse  were  ordered  to  advance  and  engage  the  battery 
closer,  we  being  the  headmost  gunboat.  At  10: 30  the  batteries  api>ear 
to  be  deserted,  they  not  replying  to  the  fire  of  the  guubtiatB.  At  10:45 
the  Delaware  telegraphed  the  t!eet;  at  the  aauio  time  we  passed  tlio 
lower  battery,  followed  by  the  fieet,  we  being  the  fifth  in  line.  At 
10 :  55  the  J)ela  ic arcpasse*!  the  battery  on  the  point,  followed  by  the  fleer., 
and  opened  fire  on  the  rebels  (who  are  firing  the  biidgo  and  city],  \ra 
being  the  8i.\th  in  line  when  the  fleet  passed  through  the  ohstrautions 

of  sunken  vessels.  At  11 :20  parsed  infi-onk  of  the  city,  it  being  on  tlra 
in  several  places  and  the  bridge  being  almost  destroyed.  At  11:15 
came  to  anchor  in  front  of  the  city.  At  12:08  p,  m,  the  fort  ou  tbv 
point  was  blown  up.  At  12:20  our  tioops  reached  the  bridge.  Tho 
rebel  steamer  Albemarle  captured.  At  4  tho  army  lransi>orts  moving 
tip  the  river,    Ex]ii!nded  during  the  day,  10  rilled  shell. 

May  13. — At  4:35  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  U))  thuOhowMi 
Kiver,  At  0:30  went  to  (juarteia  and  prepared  for  action.  Made  a 
breastwork  of  sails  on  port  and  starboard  how  ti>  protect  the  crew  from 
mnskotry.    Passed  the  town  of  Winton  and  returned  down  river. 

May  14. — At  5:30  p.  m.  proceeded  up  iho  Chowan  liiver  in  company 
with  the  gunboat  WhiteJiead,  At  tho  third  reach  from  Iteddick's  Land- 

ing, and  in  the  bend  of  the  river  came  in  sight  of  the  rebel  battery, 

bearing,  as  we  rounded  the  point,  ̂ '.  W.  J  N.,  distant  500  yards.  The 
battery  was  abandoned  and  the  guns  removed.  It  contained  embrasorea 
for  four  guns.  In  front  of  the  battery  and  across  the  river  was  stretcheil 
a  chain  and  barricade  of  trees.  The  river  is  very  narrow,  not  allowinH 

the  boat  to  turn  around ;  water  very  bold,  344 13  to  4  T]  fathoms  i'ln^e  i  u 
to  the  banks.  Battery  distant  about  —  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  at  tho  mouth  of  the  Blackwater  River,  and  2  miles  from  Virginia, 
Southampton  County.  Steamed  down  the  river  and  came  to  anchor  at 

5 :  30  p.  m.  below  Barfield's  Landing. 
May  15. — Cot  underway  and  proceeded  down  tho  river.  Came  to 

anchor  abreast  of  a  creek  on  port  side  of  river:  sent  a  boat  ashore  to 
the  schooner  I>nra  Aloma,  ashore  in  tho  creek,  filled  with  water:  took 
her  in  tow  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  lli  :30  p.  m.  took  in  tow 

the  ferry  flat  at  New  Landing,  or  tiates'  Ferry,  breaking  up  the  ferry. 
At  2,  let  go  the  flat,  first  destroying  it  for  ferry  purposes. 

May  18. — At  9  a,  m.  entered  the  Melierrin  Eiver.  At  !l;  ITi  called  all 
hands  to  quarters  and  prepared  ship  foi'  action.  At  12  m.  came  in  sight 
of  a  battery  on  a  bluti'  on  the  port  side  of  the  river.  Battery  abandoned and  no  guns  mounted  in  it.  Embrasures  for  four  guns.  Tliero  were 
vessels  sunk  in  the  river  and  a  barricade  of  trees  across  the  river  in  front 
of  tho  battery.  At  1 :  50  p.  m.  sent  an  armed  boat  in  charge  of  Acting 

Master  Itichard  I'asc|ncll.  At  2  the  boat  returned,  having  iu  t<iw  the 
schooner  O.  U.  Smoot,of  Jideutan,  N.C,  as  a  prize;  no  cargo  on  board 
of  her.    At  2:33  passed  into  the  Chowan  Itiver  and  came  to  anchor. 

May  VJ. — At  0  iirot^eeded  up  the  Chowan  River.  At  II  lauded  at  the 
residence  of  Slajor  Dougherty;  landed  ii  party  of  the  coast  guard, 
searched  the  honse  but  could  not  find  him.  Cameon1>oanl,<iilbert  Q. 
Saunders,  private,  of  tho  Nineteenth  North  Carolina  Vohinteei-ti,  now 
disbanded,  stationed  at  Cedar  Greek  during  the  battle  of  New  Berne. 
He  took  the  oath  of  allegianco  and  was  allowed  to  liMive.  At  11:55 
came  to  Battery  Magruder,  From  meridian  to  i  ]i.  in. :  Towed  nbstrne- 

tions  of  tn'os  to  the  port  side  of  the  river,  the  ̂ \'h^^ehllad  assisting.  Wo jiossed   ui>  above  the  battery  svnd  through   tho  second  obstrautioti, 
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landed  a  party  of  the  crew  and  prepared  material  for  burning  the  bat- 
tery; then  proceeded  up  the  river  about  1  mile  above  the  battery.  At 

4: 20  proceeded  down  the  river;  came  to  oft'  the  battery.  At  5: 05  the Whilehcad  came  down  with  boat  in  tow.  Sent  a  bont  ashore  and  fired 
the  battery,  blowing  up  the  magazine,  rroceeded  down  the  river  and 
came  to  anchor. 

May  20. — From  8  to  meridian:  Proceeded  u])  the  Chowan  Kiver  in 

company  with  the  Whitehead.  At  9  entered  IJennett's  Qreek.  At 
11:25  Captain  Colhoun  went  on  board  the  Whitehead-,  also  18  men  of 
the  Union  Coast  Guard  and  10  men  of  the  crew,  in  charge  of  an  otlicer. 
The  Whitehead  proceeded  up  tlie  creek.  At  11:35  steamed  down  the 
river;  steamer  in  charge  of  the  executive  oflicer.  At  8:30  p.  m. 
steamer  Whitehead  came  alongside  with  the  schooner  Eu(fcniaj  of 

Edenton,  captured  by  the  boat's  crew  of  the  Jfunvhhacl;  in  charge  of 
Master's  Mate  C.  II.  Weaver,  up  the  creek  about  18  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  creek;  no  cargo  on  board  the  vessel. 

May  21. — In  Bennett's  Creek.  At  2:20  p.  m.  Acting  Master's  Mate 
R.  Pasquell  and  Master's  Mate  C.  II.  Weaver,  with  KJ  men  in  first  and 
second  cutters,  left  the  vessel  and  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  White- 

head and  proceeded  up  the  river.  The  Whitehead  ma4e  signal  at  0:30. 
Sent  a  boat  with  the  pilot  to  bring  out  the  schooner  a  ])rize  to  our 
boats.  At  9  schooner  at  anchor  near  us;  ofticers  and  men  returned  on 
board.  The  prize  is  the  schooner  Winter  Shrub,  of  Edenton,  loaded 
with  salt  fish.  She  was  captured  by  our  boats  up  Keel  Creek,  abont  2 
miles  from  the  river. 

May  21, — At  11:50  a.  m.  entered  the  1  >lack water  Hi ver.  Virginia,  and 
at  12  came  to  obstructions  in  the  liver,  consisting  of  three  schooners 
sunk  athwart  the  stream,  and  about  2  miles  from  the  numth  of  the  river. 
At  12:30  made  fast  a  hawser  to  the  schooner  on  side  of  the  river 
and  attempted  to  haul  her  round.  Shifted  the  hawser  to  the  schooner 
in  the  center  of  the  river.  At  3:30  succeeded  in  towing  the  schooner 
around  and  carried  away  her  foremast,  making  a  passage  for  us  through 
the  obstructions.  At  4  i)assed  through  and  up  the  river  a  sliort  dis- 

tance and  made  fust  alongside  the  port  bank.  The  Nottawiiy  Kiver  in 
sight  and  obstructions  of  sunken  vessels  in  it  also.  Troceeded  down 
river  and  anchored  in  the  Chowan  Kiver. 

May  26, — At  5: 55  came  to  anchor  off  the  battery  at  the  moutli  of  the 
Wyanoke  Ferry.  At  0:50  got  the  end  of  the  chain  across  the  river  on 
board  and  commenced  taking  it  in,  clearing  away  the  logs,  etc.  From 
8  to  meridian  all  hands  engaged  in  taking  in  the  cliains  from  the  bar- 

ricade. At  3:20  sent  a  party  on  shore  and  burned  a  deserted  camp  of 
the  enemy  about  2  miles  back  of  the  battery. 

May  29. — In  the.  Hlackwater  Kiver.  At  5  a.  m.  proceeded  up  the 
river  in  company  with  the  Whitehead;  reached  Franklin  depot  at  7:55. 
Found  there  the  steamer  Stay  and  two  schooners  sunk  in  the  river, 
about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  railroad  bridge.  Captain  Colin »un, 
with  a  party  of  the  l-nion  Ccast  Guanl,  went  on  shore.  The  bridge 
across  the  river  destroved. 

Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Mahaska. 

May  5,  1S02. — Ship  juit  in  commission. 
May  20, — At  10  a.m.  Lieutenant  N.  U.  Harrison  arrived  on  board 

and  took  command,  Hampton  Koads. 
May  :io. — At  7:50  a.  m.,  abreast  of  Fort  l*owhatan,  Lieutenant  Vwv 

quhar  in  charge  of  first  cutter,  armed  and  manned  with  sevew  \\v^x\\vi^3^^ 



■  (M1 

NORTH    ATLANTIC    I1I.0CKADINU   SQUADEON. 

proceeded  on  shore  to  reconnoiter.  At  8:20 cutter  retnrned, reporting 
tlic  enemy  (cavalry)  in  force  in  i-ear  of  fort,  distant  about  500  yanis. 

jH7ie  1. — Proceeding  up  the  [James]  river  iu  company  with  gunboats 
Arooxtook  and  Jacob  Bell.  At  1  p.  in.,  abreast  of  Devil's  lieach,  was 
tired  into  several  times  from  hillside  by  riHemen.  Hetiimed  fire  with 

shot  and  shrapnel.  At  '2 :  15,  abreast  of  Ilowtett's  plantation,  i:^  miles 
below  Uiclmioiid,  winded  ship  ami  begun  descending  the  river.  At 

3..'I0  was  again  tired  into  from  Devil's  Ue.'icL,  Iteturncd  fire  with  small 
arms. 

June  11, — At  5:30  ii.  m.  discovered  four  wliite  men  in  a  scow  about 
one-half  mileup  the  river,  eiideavoring  to  reach  the  fleet;  lowered  dingey 
and  picked  tliera  up.  They  proved  to  be  four  of  the  crew  of  the  rebel 
BteameT  Jamcilowii,  and  reported  as  follows:  Fort  Darling  defended  by 
11  guns,  and  a  newly  erected  battery;  1  mile  below,  defended  by  3 
gans,  all  of  heavy  caliber.  The  forls  manned  by  the  crew  of  the  late 
ships  Merrimack  and  Jatnestown.  Iteported  having  deserted  last  night 
at  11  p.m.  iu  couipany  with  18  others,  who  had  di^perse<l  in  email 
parties  eo  as  toeludethe  pickets;  all  would  endeavor  to  reach  the  gun- 

boats.   The  four  men  were  snoii  after  sent  to  the  Oalenn, 
June  12. — At  2:40  p.  in.  Ueuteimnt  Fariiuhar,  with  Aoting  Master 

Moses,  proceeded  on  shore  in  the  dingey  in  answer  to  a  hail  from  a  man 
on  horseback,    tjoon  returned  on  board,  bringing  Mr.  Aiken,  a  wealthy 
idanter,  who  came  to  communicate  his  desire  for  penniSHion  to  cultivate 

lis  farm,  in  relnni  promising  to'  harbor  no  rebel  troops  abont  his  man- sion. Ueiinest  granted,  he  returned  on  shore.  His  sympathies  were 
with  Virginia. 

June  10. — At  C>  p.  m,  the  enemy's  pickets  on  left  bank  of  river  fired 
numbers  of  rifle  shots,  striking  the  ship  in  every  direction,  [tetumcd 
fire  with  llftei-n  rounds  of  shell,  shrapnel,  also  small  arms,  drivl 
enemy  from  the  woods. 

June  IS. — At  10 :  20  a.  m.,  abrcaHt  of  Heath's  Heach.  wa«  flred  into^ 
ridemen  from  the  hillside  Iteturtied  lire  with  one  round  from  pivi 
and  howit/i'rs;  also  a  few  side  arms. 

June  ar>. — At  10:30  a.  m.  discovered  numbers  nf  pickets  and  a  field 
ofiicer  on  upper  end  of  City  I'oint.  Oiiened  lire  niwn  them  with  pivotR 
and  howitzers.  At  first  shot  officer  took  from  a  soldier  a  rebel  tlag  and 
waved  it.  Then  proceeded  to  a  house  on  the  |>oiut,  which  was  tired  at 
and  partially  destroye*!,  the  enemy  retreating  back  in  the  woods. 

Jvne  28. — A  large  tire  visible  in  tlie  direction  of  Petersburg.    At 
10:30  a.  m.  one  shot  flred  from  up  the  river.    A  bout  from  flagship 
^ported  the  enemy  cutting  away  trees  on  river  bank  and  endeavoring 
1  get  a  battery  into  play  upon  the  gunboat  Island  Hclli;  ashore. 

Jrtne  U9. — At  10  a.  m.,  while  passing  the  bhill'  at  the  lower  eud  of 
[eath's  Iteach,  was  fired  upon  by  a  number  of  rebel  sharpshooters 

concealed  iu  a  rifie  pit,  from  the  effect  of  which  the  second  loader  of 
pivot  No.  2  was  severely  wounded  in  the  hand  and  groiu.  Ueturued 
the  fire  with  No.  2  pivot  and  starboard  howitzer. 

./idifl  :i(K — At  8  steamed  down  river,  in  company  with  the  Galena  and 

Mnnilor.  At  8:30,  oft'  Harding's  J  Uaxall's]  Point,  saw  a  part  of  our 
army.  Were  hailed  from  shore.  Sent  Lieutenant  Fai-quhar.  Brought 
offOeiieral  Keyes  and  two  of  his  statl'.  Sent  the  general  on  board  the 
Galena.  Proceeded  down  the  river.  At  10: 30  came  to  otf  the  |  Bermuda] 
Hundred.  liebel  caviilry  rcoonnoitering  on  left  bank  of  river.  From 
4  to  (J  heavy  and  contiiinons  liriiig  oT artillery  heard  up  the  river. 

Julf/  1. — At  Ti:W  n.  in,  oi'disiiiuHl  firing  and  loud  cheering  in  tho 
rear  guard  of  (he  nnny  on  right  Imnk  of  the  river.     .\t  »  heavy  aud 
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continnons  firing  heard  in  a  northerly  direction.  At  11:25  received 
Lieutenant  Beckett,  of  the  Army  Signal  Corps,  on  board,  for  the  purpose 
of  communicating  with  the  army.  Took  station  on  fore-topmast  cross- 
trees,  directing  the  fire  of  rifle  pivot  with  Acting  Master  G.  Lee  Moses. 
From  12  to  4  p.  m.  heavy  and  continuous  tiring  in  a  northwesterly 
direction.  Firing  continuously  and  at  intervals  from  the  ship's  heavy 
batteries.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Heavy  and  continuous  firing  in  a  northerly 
direction.  Shells  from  rifle  pivot  gun  thrown  occasionally  in  direction 
of  enemy's  camp.  At  6 :  30  the  OcSena  came  up  the  river  and  anchored 
astern  of  us.  Firing  continued  at  intervals  from  the  fleet.  At  7 :  30 
very  brisk  musketry,  with  occasional  heavy  guns,  heard  in  direction  of 
U.  S.  Army.    During  the  day  56  shell  fired. 

July  7. — At  6:30  a.  m.  heavy  and  frequent  firing  heard  up  the  river; 
made  instant  preparations  to  get  underway.  At  6: 45  proceeded  up 
the  river,  in  company  with  gunboat  Sebago.  At  7  transport  Jmiiata. 
came  down  the  river,  reporting  that  in  attempting  to  pass  a  bluff  about 
3  miles  above  us  was  fired  into  by  a  battery  of  four  pieces,  striking  her 
many  times.  Severn!  shots  below  water  line.  Had  wounded  two  men 
and  caused  the  Juniata  to  leak  badly.  Proceeded  up  river  for  the  scene 
of  action,  convoying  the  Juniata  and  tugboat  Red  Rovei\  Abreast  of 

bluff*  firea  three  shells  in  direction  of  enemy.  Eeceived  no  reply,  the 
battery  having  been  removed.  Received  ammunition.  Made  all  prepa- 
Tation  for  the  approaching  battle. 

July  9, — At  1  p.  m.  enemy  reported  from  masthead  as  felling  trees. 
At  2,  opened  fire  with  after  pivot  gun,  expending  2  5-second  shell  and 
2  lO-second  shell. 

July  10. — At  9  a.  m.  transport  Daniel  Webster,  in  passing  up  the 
river  abreast  of  Fort  Powhatan,  was  fired  into  by  artillery.  Succeeded 
in  running  by  the  fort  under  a  storm  of  shot,  shell,  and  grape.  Gun- 

boat Sebago,  lying  below  the  fort,  immediately  opened  fire  with  shell. 
At  9:05  hove  up  anchor  and  steamed  down  to  the  scene  of  action. 
At  9:20  opened  fire  with  rifie  and  howitzer.  Expended  four  shell. 
Received  no  response,  the  artillery  having  been  removed.  Ran  by  the 
fort  and  rounded  to  below  the  Sebago.  Steamed  up  river.  The  Sebago 
was  struck  twice  on  her  quarter  abreast  of  Fort  Powhatan.  At  11 :  40 
the  Tioga  came  up  and  anchored  off  Fort  Powhatan,  firing  several 
shell  into  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  fort. 

July  12, — At  9:30  gunboats  Tioga  and  Sebago,  lying  off*  Fort  Pow- hatan, opened  fire  upon  fort  and  adjacent  woods.  Gunboats  Genesee 
and  Southfield,  in  passing  the  fort,  fired  several  shot.  Alternating 
firing  upon  the  fort  by  the  Tioga  and  Sebago.  At  3  p.  m.  a  transport 
steamer,  with  three  schooners  and  a  bark  in  tow,  in  ])assing  Fort 
Powhatan,  bound  up  the  river,  was  fired  into  by  artillery.  Chmboats 
Sebago  and  Tioga  returned  fire  with  shell.  From  4  to  6  p.  ni.  alternate 
shots  fired  by  Tioga  and  Sebago  at  Fort  Powhatan. 

July  31. — The  fleet  still  lying  at  anchor  in  line  of  battle.  At  1  p.  ni. 
sent  dispatches  to  flagship. 

August  1. — At  12:45  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  artillery  upon 
our  transports  off  Harrison's  Landing.  The  gunboats  Jacob  Bell  and 
Morse,  being  in  the  vicinity,  soon  got  range  and  returned  tlio  fire, 
silencing  the  enemy  in  thirty  minutes.  Flagship  Wachusett  iired  sev- 

eral shot  in  direction  of  enemy.  At  2  ceased  firing;  all  hands  at  quar- 
ters. At  6:30  p.  m.  a  detachment  of  soldiers  landed  on  the  premises 

of  Hon.  E.  Ruifin  under  cover  of  our  guns.  Set  fire  to  and  destroyed 
the  residence  and  outbuildings;  also  cut  down  the  trees  on  river  bank, 
exi)osing  valley  in  rear  to  view  of  the  gunboats.  At  7 :  45  the  troops 
returned  to  Harrison's  Landing. 
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vlMf/iwl.3. — At  8:20  a.  m.  lieavy  firing  beani  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
I'uwliiitan.  At  10  a  party  of  soldiers  landed  at  Kiiffln's  Landing  aud 
liroceeded  to  fiuisb  dearing  away  tlie  foliage  on  the  river  baatc.  At 
7 :  30  tlie  party  of  soldiers  on  onemy's  sbore  proceeded  back  to  tbe  luajy. 
At  10  p.  ni.  tUree  steamers,  with  troops  iind  artillery,  crostted  the  river 
from  llarrisou's  Lauding. 

Atiffuift  .?. — From  4  to  S  a.  ui.i  Several  tiaosports  landing  cavalry 
and  infantry  at  Itiifiiu's  Landing.  FroniO  ttiSii.m.:  Heavy  firing  from 
gnnboats  up  the  river,  apparently  on  a  shciro  battery.  At  7  most  of 
the  troops  returned  lo  tlie  Federal  oanip. 

ScjiU-iiihcr  :.'. — Oomiuander  Foxliall  A.  Parker  c a uie  on  board  and  t<xik 
t'oiuuiaud. 

Ataalract  log  of  the  TJ,  8.  B.  Harstum. 

Ajiril  li>.  I»<i3, — Sbip  put  in  t^o  in  miss  ton,  navy  yard,  IloBton. 
April  17. — At  3:i5  ]>.  ni.  stood  down  the  bay. 
April  S:i. — At  9  p.  m.  came  to  anchor,  Oape  Henry  lighthouse  bearing 

W.  by  S.,  Capo  Charles  liglit  bouse  N.  by  W. 
April  25. — Stood  up  the  bay.  At  2:20  coiuuienced  firing  the  ride 

guns— Hred  four  sbellH  at  the  Gloucester  Point  fort  and  live  shells  at 
tbe  Yorktowu  water  battei-y. 

April  30. — At  7:20  a.  ui.  received  orders  from  Captain  Misaroon  to  ■ 
get  noderway  and  shell  the  enemy's  battery,  they  firing  upon  our  bjirgea 
and  boats  at  Wormley's  Creek.  At  7: 45  got  underway  and  steauied  up 
the  river.  I'ositiou  as  per  bearings:  Tall  tree  to  left  of  ivater  bat- 

tery near  Yorktowii,W.  S.W.;  large  tree  on  Gloucester  Point,  W.S.W., 

aud  house  to  right  of  point,  N.  W.  Commenced  shelling  the  enemy's 
position — fired  seven  Parrott  sliell,  with  jiercussion  pltiugei's,  sii  at 
Gloucester,  and  one  at  Yorktowu  battery — elevations  fiom  23  to  28 
degrees;  no  reply  to  our  shots.  Hebels  ceased  firing  at  8: 15.  Ceased 
firing  aud  resumed  our  anchorage,  Gloucester  I'oiut. 

April  27. — At  2  a.  \a.  sent  the  launch  aud  first  cutter,  witb  the  crewB 
armed,  to  assist  in  lauding  troops.  At  0  a.  m.  boats  i-etunied,  after 
accomplishing  their  object.  At  0:20,  lu  obedience  to  signals,  steamed 

up  the  river  and  took  our  iwsition  and  commcnceil  shelling  the  enemy'ft 
batteries  Willi  Parrott  gun  witb  percussion  shell.  After  firing  seven 
shell  Ihc  enemy  returned  our  lire,  tbe  shot  falling  short  about  150 

yards.  After  the  ninth  and  teuth  shot  they  again  i-cplied,  tbeir  shot 
falling  short  one-fourth  mile.  Firerl  fourteen  shells.  At  10: -10,  tbe 
enemy  not  returning  onr  fire,  ceased  firing. 

April  28. — At  10:30  p,  m,  hove  up  anchor  and  sleanieil  up  river  and 
commenced  sbulling  tbe  enemy's  batteries  at  Yorktown  with  short  obeli, 
using  [icrcussiou  plungers.  After  firing  twelve  rounds  we  resumed  oar 
former  jMsition. 

April;*!). — At  0  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  u|i  the  bay  and 
uommcnced  shelling  the  enemy  at  Gloucester  Point.  Fired  eight  rounds 
aud  then  steamed  back  again  lu  our  anchorage.  Stood  up  the  river 
toward  Yorktown  within  proper  distance.  Fired  four  shots  at  a  steamer 
off  Gloucester  Point:  one  bit  tbe  steamer.  Fired  two  moreat  York> 
town.    Steamed  baclt  and  ramu  to  anchor. 

yiny4. — At  1 1  a.  m.  tbe  fi(|uaflrou  lying  between  Gloucester  Point 
and  Yorktown  manned  the  rigging  and  gave  three  cheers  for  the  oceu- 
palion  of  Yorktown  by  our  forces.  A  number  of  boats  from  the  a<iiia4)- 
ion  iiccuuicd  Gloucester  I'oint  batteries,  the  Army  of  Ihn  I'otomuo 
moving  tliningb  Yorktown,  the  lebols  having cvacuaUtl  Ibi'ir  positions 
uu  both  sides  of  the  river. 
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May  '/. — Commander  T.  IT.  Stevens  took  command  of  this  vessel. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Steamed  up  river  [York]  to  West  Point, 
shelling  the  rebels.  Fired  two  time  fuze  and  seven  percussion  shell; 
ceased  firing  and  came  to  anchor. 

May  8.— At  10 :  15  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the  Paraun- 
k^y  Kiver  on  a  reconnoissance,  in  company  with  the  gunboat  Chocura. 
llaving  proceeded  up  the  river  about  C  miles  we  discovered  a  comi)aiiy 
of  rebel  cavalry.  The  gunboat  Chocura  opened  fire  upon  them.  We 
fired  one  24-pounder  howitzer  shell  at  them. 

May  17, — At  1  p.  m.  took  our  position  off  Harding's  [Harden's]  Bluff, 
[James  Kiver],  abreast  of  the  rebel  battery,  where  there  was  a  rebel 
fiag  fiying.  We  fired  one  percussion  shell,  which  exploded  in  the  bank, 
also  one  IX-inch  shell,  which  exploded  short  of  the  battery. 
May  19, — At  4:20  p.  m.,  having  discovered  the  rebels  at  City  Point 

firing  at  one  of  the  Wachusetfs  boats,  we  immediately  weighed  anchor 
and  proceeded  to  their  relief.  At  4:45  passed  Wa^hmetfs  boats;  the 
oflieer  in  charge  reported  2  killed  and  3  wounded.  At  5  p.  m.  oi^ened 
fire  at  the  place  where  the  rebels  were  supposed  to  be  secreted.  Fired 
rifled  gun  eight  times,  the  IX-inch  three  times,  the  howitzer  nine  times, 
using  shrapnel.  At  7:20  steamed  down  the  river  and  came  to  anchor 
in  former  position. 

May  ̂ 3, — At  1 :20  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  up  river  in  com- 
pany with  the  gunboat  Po/t  Royal  as  far  as  Tillman^s  [Tilghman'sfJ 

Wharf.  At  3  :^  p.  m.  a  company  of  riflemen  opened  fire  on  us  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river.  Both  ships  immediately  responded  by  firing  their 
heavy  guns  loaded  with  grape  and  canister;  also  fired  several  rounds 
from  the  small  arms.  At  3:45  the  rebels  ceased  firing  and  abandoned 
their  i)ositions;  we  continued  on  up  the  river  about  1  mile.  At  4  p.  m. 
discovered  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  about  1  mile  inland;  we  immedi- 

ately trained  on  them  and  fired  two  shells  from  the  Parrott  rifle,  which 
jmt  them  to  flight.  At  5:30  started  on  our  return  down  the  river. 
When  op])osite  Curies  Creek  we  were  fired  upon  for  the  second  time  by 
a  body  of  infantry  from  the  west  side  of  the  river.  We  at  once  returned 
the  fire  and  kept  on  our  way  down  the  river.  At  7:30  came  to  anchor 
in  our  former  position. 
May  i>5, — At  2 :60  p.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  the  river  oppo- 

site Watkin's  Wharf.  Fired  several  rounds  where  the  rebels  were 
reported  to  have  been  encamped.  At  7  steamed  down  the  river  and 
came  to  anchor  abreast  of  Carter's  Wharf. 

May  30. — At  12 :  20  p.  m.  steamed  up  the  river  in  company  with  the 

gwwhovit  Aroosiooli.  At  2 :  10,  lying  oft'  Batten's  Point,  received  on  board a  contraband  who  rei)orted  the  rebels  having  two  pieces  of  artillery  at 

Aiken's  plantation.  At  4  p.  m.  arrived  at  Aiken's  plantation;  not  find- ing the  above  report  to  be  true,  we  immediately  stiirted  on  our  return 
down  the  river.  When  opposite  Curies  Neck  we  were  fired  upon  by 
a  party  of  rebels.  We  immediately  returned  the  fire  with  the  how- 

itzers and  small  arms.  When  about  1  mile  below  the  neck  we  opened 
fire  with  the  Parrott  rifle.  Fired  four  shells  and  then  proceeded  down 
the  river.    At  G :  15  arrived  at  our  former  anchorage. 

fJune  1, — At  9  p.  m.  saw  a  light  on  shore,  sui)posed  to  be  rebel  signal 
lights.    Fired  one  gun  in  the  direction  of  the  lights. 

Junes, — At  5:30  p.m.  Wachusett  made  general  signals  1218.  We 
immediately  got  underway.  At  5 :  45  commenced  firing  at  house  sup- 
|>osed  to  be  occupied  by  rebel  pickets,  where  they  had  previously  iired 
from  at  us.  At  6  p.  m.  ceased  firing  and  steamed  down  the  river  and 
came  to  anchor, 
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Jut;/  3. — At  T  p.  m.  wciglii>d  nticlior  »iid  Hteained  up  the  rirer  and 
caiiiL-  to  niicbor  opposite  Uarriaoii's  liouso.  Gommenccd  shelliiiK  the 
woocIh  wlicre  the  rebcla  trere  sup^tosed  to  be.     Fire<l  nine  l^rrott  shellB. 

Jttlii  I. — At  2  jt.  m.  Bteained  np  river.  Saw  three  red  flags  fljing 
on  Hill  (.'artcr's  plaDtatiou.  Fronj  4  to  6  p.  m. :  The  t.'onfederate  enn 
iHtat  Tea«rr,  with  the  Coiifedernte  flag  flying  aft  and  an  allolue 
Hag  flying  forward;  commenced  firing  the  forward  pivot  gun.  Fireil 
t\vi<-o.  Said  steamer  hauled  down  Ijer  colors  and  all  hands  deserted 
her.  The  last  fihell.  which  Htruck  her  amidahipR,  caused  the  boilers  to 
explode,  itan  a  hawxer  and  hauled  her  off^  also  took  oti  board  &vn 
wutiiidcd  nien  of  our  Army.  At  5  steamed  down  the  river,  having  tbv 
Confederate  steamer  Teimrr  in  tow.  Oanie  to  abreast  of  Harrisnn'p 
plantation  at  7  p.  in. 

July  8. — At  3  p.  m.  anchored  olT  Harrison's  Landing,  At  •'>  received ou  hoard  two  Oonf«)erate  surgeons.  Made  arrangements  with  theui  tii 
take  on  board  the  sick  and  wounded  at  that  plaee.  Beceived  on  board 
30,  all  told. 

Jiiig  1,',, — At  II :  4o  a.  m.  passed  Fort  Powhatan.  The  Scha^o  steamed 
up  and  eonimeneed  Hhelling  Fort  I'owhatan  and  the  neighboring  wooda. 

Jill;/  IS. — At  8:20  p.  in.  ati'ame4  up  river  opposite  Fort  Powhatan; 
eame  to  aiielior.  Armed  tirst  entter  and  hmni-h's  crews;  also  miu'iiin 
guard.  At  !):lo  the  marines  embarked  ou  shore,  Captain  tSlevensin 
command  of  the  expedition.  At  11  boats  returned,  having  set  on  fire 
»  large  (piantity  of  wood  which  concealed  the  rebels  irom  our  view. 
At  il:30  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  (oour  former  anchorage. 

Jvlif  ;.'.'>. — At  4:30  entered  the  Uarhor  of  Ualtiuiore  and  camo  to anchor. 

August  It. — Commander  (1.  II.  Scott  took  command.  At  7  p.  m. 
proceeded  down  the  bay. 

Auijuit  J.-i. — At  6:45  ]>.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Hampton  Poods. 
Aufiiint  IS. — At  12:30  p.  m.  steamed  down  the  river  and  came  to 

anolior  1^  miles  below  Harrison's  Bar.  Called  all  hands  to  ijuarters 
and  commenced  sheltiiig  the  woods  on  the  sontli  bank  of  the  river, 
snpimsed  to  contain  rebel  cavalry.  Alter  flring  nineteen  rounds  ceased 
flring,  no  enemy  in  sight.  At  7  discovered  the  enemy  on  the  soatb 
bank  of  lie  river.    Fired  three  Rhots  from  the  I'arrott  rifle. 

AwjuHl  S8. — At  anelior  ort'  Westover  plaotsition.  At  10:30  a.  m. 
steamers  Southjiehl,  Morstu  and  tiiglioat  Alert  steained  up  the  river. 
At  11  heard  heavy  liring  from  them  opposite  City  Point. 

Abatmiit  log  ol J.  8.  8.  H&rblntae&d. 

rimnd  Sewell'i*  Point 
Point  wilh  a  tlag  of  ti-n«e 

Manh-s,  tst:2.—\t  2:30  p.m.  eonimissioi..-d  III.-  vissil.  navy  yard, 
KoBton. 

M/inh  IS. — At  4  p.  ni.  proccedwl  to  sen. 
Miirrh  i':>.— Anchored  oflOId  Point  Cornfo 
.■ifiril  I. — At  3  J),  ni.  a  rebel  steamer  came 
.^pril  2. — A  rebel  steamer  niuiided  Sewell" and  eommunlcaled. 
April  .5. — Standing  in  and  out  of  Yorktown.  At  11:30  steamerti 

WnchiiwU  and  I'cnitbnciit  and  one  other  steiimer  arrived  from  Hanipton 
Iloads.  Schooner  still  uruising  inshore  and  heavy  caiionading  sMU 
pohig  on.  At  ll':30  p.  m.  cleared  battery  for  action;  fired  severed 
nmmts  at  wh.it  was  8npiM)8ed  to  be  a  telegraph  station  with  0  .'i-secoml 
an>l  '.*  10-8woiid  XI  inch  shell;  2  Uotchkiss,  3  Parrott  sh.-H  Ihini  lille 
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gun;  also  2  5secon(l  shrapnel,  and  1  5-second  shell  from  Dahlgreu  gun. 
Steamed  within  about  5  miles  of  Yorktown;  came  back  and  stood  down. 
At  0: 15  cannonading  ceased. 

April  (J. — At  11  a,  m.  weighed  anchor  and  started  up  the  river  in 
company  with  the  Wachusett  and  Penobscot.  At  12 :  30  opened  fire  on 

a  rebel  battery  with  2  Xl-inch  shell,  20-8econd,  from  pivot  gun,  1 1*0- 
second  Parrott,  1  Parrott  percussion,  1  Hotchkiss  percussion  from  rifle 
gun.  At  12:35  rebel  battery  opened  fire  on  us,  shot  passing  over  and 

striking  the  water  about  200  yards  oft*.  At  2 :  40  Captain  Nicholson went  on  shore  and  burned  the  telegiiiph  station. 
A2)ril  11, — l^an  toward  Yorktown  about  1  mile  and  came  to  anchor, 

Wormley's  Creek,  house  bearing  S.  W.  by  W.  At  11:30  house  near 
the  masked  battery  was  set  on  fire  and  burned.  At  3 :  15  p.  ni.  observed 
a  large  body  of  rebel  troops  advancing  toward  Union  camps;  signaled 
to  the  flag-officer.  Heavy  firing  heard  in  the  direction  of  rebel  forces. 
At  4:35  observed  the  rebels  marching  back. 

April  12, — At  2: 30  p.  m.  U.  S.  S.  Penobscot  fired  two  shells  at  rebel 
schooner  under  north  shore.    Flagship  made  signal  to  cease  firing. 

April  14. — At  1 :  45  rebel  batteries  at  Gloucester  Point  opened  fire. 
Weighed  anchor  and  went  to  quarters.  At  2  p.  m.  opened  fire  in  com 
pany  with  the  Penobscot  and  Yankee.  At  3:30  ̂ yachuH€tt  engaged. 
Fired  from  rifle  gun,  2  Parrott  plungers,  2  Hotchkiss,  3  Parrott  0-sec- 
ond,  1  Hotchkiss  0-second.  From  pivot  gun,  1  Xl-inch  shell,  20-sec- 
ond;  2  Xl-inch  shell,  5-second;  2  Xl-inch  Birney,  5-second,  and  from 
howitzer,  1  shell,  5-second.  Got  ashore;  the  Penobscot  towed  us  off 
into  deej)er  water  at  6: 10  p.  m.  At  same  time  rebel  batteries  at  York- 
town  opened  tire  on  us,  which  we  returned  with  3  Parrott  plungers  and 
2  Hotchkiss. 

April  15. — At  6  a.  m.  the  Anacostia  stood  oft*  to  the  north  shore  and fired  six  shot  at  Gloucester  Point.  At  1: 15  j).  m.  fired  2  Parrott  shell 
at  (iloucester  Point,  the  Scbago  firing  on  Yorktown.  At  10  a.  m.  the 
Anacostia  went  up  the  river  and  opened  fire  on  Gloucester  Point. 

April  Id. — At  10: 15  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river  toward 
Yorktown.  Fired  five  shots  at  rebel  batteries,  they  returning  tlwo  fire. 
At  10:50  flagship  made  signal  to  cease  firing. 

April  17. — At  1  a.  m.  the  Seba^o  fired  a  shell  into  the  rebel  batteries 
at  Gloucester  Point.  At  intervals  the  Sebago  fired  shot  into  the 
batteries  on  Glou(;ester  Point.  Several  rounds  fired  by  the  rebel  bat- 

teries toward  the  Union  camp.  At  1:45  p.  m.  two  shot  fell  about  400 
yards  from  the  ship.  Shifted  berth  out  of  range,  by  order  of  Captain 
Missroon. 

April  IS, — At  1: 45  a.  m.  the  Penobscot  steamed  up  toward  Yorktown 
and  fired  one  shell  and  returned.  At  10:30  p.m.  steamed  up  river 
within  li  miles  of  the  batteries  at  Yorktown,  tired  three  shell  into  the 
batteries  and  then  returned. 

April  22. — The  Penobscot  went  up  river,  firing  several  shot  at  rebel 
batteries  on  Yorktown.  At  8:30  p.m.  got  underway  an<l  stood  up 

river,  tiring  0  20-second  Xl-inch  shell,  1  Hirney,  1  l.">-8econd  Xl-inch at  rebel  butteries  on  Yorktown  and  (iloucester  Point. 

April  29. — Steamed  up  off  Yorktown  and  tired  7  20-sec()nd  Xl-inch 
shell  and  2  rifle-shell  Parrott  percussion  and  then  retired.  Rebels 
returned  the  fire,  shot  passing  over. 

April  SO. — At  10:45  a.  ni.  steamed  up  toward  Yorktown.  At  11 :30 
opened  fire  on  the  rebel  batteries  and  fired  7  incendiary  shell,  Xl-inch, 
3  rifle  shell;  which  were  returned  by  the  enemy  with  3  shell;  2  ])assed 
over,  and  1  exi)loded  about  30  yards  short,  in  range  of  the  vessel. 
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May:j. — FiDiii  111  to  4  a.  m. :  KeiMiived  orders  from  Flag  otBcer  Smith 
to  »1iell  Yurktowii.     At  3  got  miilei'wayaiid  steamed  n|)  river.    At 3:40 

led  tire  on  rebel  liiitteries  at  Torktowit,  firing  4  liiruey  ami  12U* 
id  XI- ill  ell  shell  aud3  Hotchkiss  shell  from  Parrott  gun.    At  4: 10 

itiiriie<l  from  Yorktown  and  anchored. 

Map  i, — At  daylight  discovered  the  American  ensign  planted  on  tlio 
ihul  batteries  at  Yorktown. 
Jane  38, — Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Transports  all  passing  up  and  down 
ver.  At  1 :  30  p.  m.  Ckoeura  made  signal  No.  5,  "  Prepare  for  action." 
II  hands  at  ([aarters.  At  1 :  55  fired  rifled  gun  into  west  bank  of 

river.  At  3: 45  received  on  board,  by  order  of  Captain  Patterson,  three 

companies  of  Seventeenth  Sew  York  Volunteers,  150  men.  At  4:1.'> 
all  the  commissary  stores  on  shore  were  set  on  fire,  with  the  adjoining 

buildings.  Several  explosions  occurred  at  difl'erent  times.  At  4:30 White  Honse,  with  its  3<\ioining  buildings,  was  fired. 
June29, — At  S:10  n,  m.  fired  1  fi-second  shell  from  Xl-ineh  gun  at  a 

body  of  rebel  cavalry  seen  on  shore  about  1 ,000  yards.  A 1 10 :  l.'i  the  first cntter  retarned  and  brought  one  rebel  prisoner  found  in  a  tent.  At  10 :  25 
discovere<l  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  and  infantry  forming;  fired  one 
shot iirom  pivot  gun.  At  10:35  rebels  formingin large  numbers.  We 
opened  fire  with  5  Hotchkiss  percussion  and  1  Parrott  from  rifle  gun, 
and  from  IX  jXI|  inch  pivot  3  shrapnel,  2  lO-second  Birney  fuze,  1 
20-second  and  3  Birney  shell,  and  from  howitzer  3  shell.  During  the 
time  the  rebel  sharpshooters  got  within  range  behind  some  huts,  their 
nhots  striking  us  in  a  number  of  places  and  wounding  Oarrett  G. 
Mi^jorey,  a  soldier  (flesh  wonnd,  hip).  Sent  two  boat.t  ashore  wilh  sol- 

diers, who  were  deployed  as  skirmishers.  At  11:.^  boats  with  soldiers 

returned  on  board.  At  11:4.'>  got  underwayaod  steamed  down  the 
river,  the  rebel  artillery  firing  at  us  after  we  were  underway,  their  shot 
going  over  us  and  some  falling  short.  In  hauling  the  boats  alongside 
the  second  cntter  capsized,  losing  all  the  oars,  cushions,  etc 

Jiilg3-t. — Men  ashore,  engaged  in  bnrstiog  guns  and  burning  bar- 
'is  on  Gloucester  Point. 
uly  17. — By  ref^uest  of  General  Tan  Alen,  exercised  at  general  quar- 
•;  firings  Kotobkiss  and  2  Parrott  itereussion  shell  from  rifle,  and 
n  Xl-inch  pivot  2  5-aecond  Birney,  1  grape,  2  canister,  2  5  second 

ihrapnel,  and  2  solid  shot,  and  from  howitzer  4  0-sccond  sliriipncl  at 
water  batteries  on  Gloucester  Point. 

AbttTMt  log  of  t]iB  U.  8.  8.  HDsdeeUD. 

April  Se,  ISes.—Cur  Western  Bar,  Capo  Fear  River.    At  5:30  a.  m. 

FiUscoverod  a  saillHiat  oil'   lliild    lleail.     Got  nndeiway  and  stood  for 
her  which  proved  to  lie  a  cutler  in  charge  of  an  oHlcer  from  the  U.  S. 
sloop  of  war  Jitmcstdirn,  bringing  news  of  a  rebel  steamer  hting ashore 
on  the  bar  at  Xew  Inlet,  and  orders  from  Commander  Green  for  ha  and 
the  r.  S.  H.  Virttiria  to  get  nn<Ierway  and  proceed  aronnd  the  sboala 

L  to  New  Inlet'.    Continued  on  our  course  aronnd  the  shoals.    Unlereil 

J  Vu-t'iria  to  follow.     Stood  in  for  New  Inlet,  and  at  3: 15  p.  m.  saw  a 
Elarge  side-wheel   steamer  showing  English  colors  lying  in  the  river 
I  below  iieek's  Island,  and  apparently  aground.     Depth  of  water  would 
Inot  permit  our  going  near  enough  to  give  her  a  shot.     At  4  stoml  out. 
I     April 37. — (Hf  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River.  At  10  p.  ni.two  desert- 
Eers  from  the  Confederate  Army  came  off  in  a  small  rowboat.    They 

itiitu  that  Fort  Oiuswell  is  garrisoned  by  r>50  men,  mounts  ti  carronndes 
o  rake  the  moat,  which  has  5  feet  of  water  in  it.    On  the  S.  W.  side 
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of  fort  there  are  C  rifle  guns,  1  large  64- pounder,  and  5  32-pouiiders; 
near  there  are  4  8-inch  columbiads.  The  balance  of  tlie  guns  are  «{0, 
32,  and  24  pounders.  The  refugees  state  that  the  steamer  Nashville 
ran  in  through  New  Inlet  on  the  26th  instant.  They  say  she  struck  on 
the  bar  at  New  Inlet  on  the  night  of  the  24th  of  this  month,  and  lay 
there  discharging  her  cargo  into  tugs  until  10  a.  m.  on  the  26th,  when 
she  got  off  and  went  inside. 

May  8. — Oft'  Cape  Fear  River.  At  7:15  a.  m.  saw  a  schooner  lying inside  Shallotte  Inlet.  At  9:30  commenced  firing  at  the  schooner. 
Expended  2  lO-second  10-inch  shell  and  2  Parrott  rifle  shell.  The 
schooner  then  hoisted  the  English  colors  and  we  ceased  firing.  At  1 
p.  m.  received  permission  from  senior  oflftcer  to  return  to  Shallotte 
Inlet  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  strange  schooner.  At  2:15 

arrived  oft*  Shallotte  Inlet;  found  the  schooner  had  removed  from  the position  she  had  occupied  during  the  forenoon  and  gone  farther  np  the 
inlet.  Could  have  cut  her  out  but  received  positive  orders  from  the 
senior  offi(;er  not  to  attempt  it.  At  3:30  oi>ened  fire  at  a  long  range 
with  Parrott  30-pounder  rifle,  10-inch,  and  32-pounder8.  Did  not  suc- 

ceed in  doing  the  schooner  any  damage. 
May  J21, — At  1 :  30  j).  m.  proceeded  to  sea.  At  11 :  15  rebel  battery  on 

Federal  Point  o^iened  fire  upon  us  with  rifle  guns;  fired  four  shots, 
none  of  which  hit  us. 

May  29. — [Oft*  New  Inlet.]  At  9  a.  m.  got  underway,  called  all  hands to  qujirters,  and  prepared  for  action.  At  9 : 30  spoke  tlio  U.  S.  S.  Mount 
Vernon.  Stood  in  for  Federal  Point,  followed  by  the  U.  S.  steamers 
Mount  Vernon  and  Chippeica,  At  9:55  opened  fire  with  our  pivot  gun 
upon  the  rebel  bombproof  battery  on  Federal  Point,  distant  1,800  yards. 
Continued  firing  with  all  the  port  battery,  advanced  to  1,650  yards,  and 
in  5 J  fathoms  of  water.  Our  fire  was  returned  by  the  enemy  from  the 
battery  to  the  right  of  bombproof  and  from  a  small  battery  to  the  left 
near  the  point.  Some  of  their  shots  struck  near  us,  but  most  of  them 
fell  short.  Most  of  our  shells  burst  close  in  and  around  the  batteries. 
At  10:45  opened  fire  upon  a  camp  and  two  small  batteries  situated 
about  3  or  3J  miles  from  Federal  Point  batteries.  The  two  batteries 
appeared  to  be  deserted,  as  they  did  not  return  the  fire.  Keceived 
orders  from  the  Mount  Vernon  to  proceed  to  our  anchorage.  At  11 :30 
came  to  anchor.  Expended  the  following  ammunition:  13  10-pound,  1 
12J-i)ound,  20  3^- pound,  7  4^-pound,  and  7  6-pound  charges  of  powder; 
2  solid  32-pounder  shot,  1  5second  Jind  6  15-second  and  7  10-secoud 
32-pounder  shell;  7 10-second  and  7  15-second  10-inch  shell;  19  percus- 

sion rifle  shell,  1 15-8econd  rifle  shell,  19  percussion  caps,  65  cannon 
primers. 

June  22. — [Beaufort,  N.  C]  At  5  a.  m.  Mrs.  Norton  and  child  came 
on  board  to  take  passage  for  Wilmington,  N.  C.  Clot  underway  and 
stood  out.  At  3  p.  m.  stood  in  for  New  Inlet  under  flag  of  truce.  At 
3:30,  Federal  Point  light-house,  distant  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  sent  in 
first  cutter  to  communicate  with  the  rebels  and  transfer  Mrs.  Norton 
and  child.  At  5:30  boat  returned,  leaving  communicated  with  the 
rebels. 

June  23. — At  9:30  a.  m.  stood  in  for  Shallotte  Inlet  and  fired  one  32- 
l)ounder  shrapnel  in  the  wooils.  At  10  saw  a  small  boat  offshore ;  stood 
for  it.  It  contained  eight  contrabands,  who  re];x)rted  two  small 
schooners  in  Little  lliver  about  5  miles  from  the  bar,  one  of  which  was 
loading  with  cotton.  At  12:30  p.  m.  arrived  at  the  bar  at  Cape  Fear 
River.    At  3  stood  oflf  Shallotte  Inlet;  nothing  in  sight. 

June  2^). — At  6  p.  m.  the  launch  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Penobscot.^  iu  clvoct^jj. 

of  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Bunce,  came  alongside  wTmeOL\wii^^^>^v^^^j^'^^'^  ^5>kv 



the 

^^^*  acti 

expeilitioii  to  Little  Kiver  Inlet.  From  li  to8:  Employed  iu  getting 
exiwditiourciuIyforLittloItiver  Inlet;  cue  bontfromtlie  U.  8.S.  Mount 
Vcnwn,  armeA  and  equipped,  in  charge  of  Acting  M  iister  Buck;  one 
from  ilie  V,  8.  H.  Mystic,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  .T.  B.  Swett;  one 

IVoni  the  U.  S.  8.  Vktoria,  in  cliarge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  H. 
Miiyvr,  came  Hlon(;side  to  take  piirt  in  the  expuditiou.  At  8  got  under- 

way inid  stood  down  the  coasU 
JuneS'i. — At  i  a.  m,  standing  into  Little  Kiver  Inlet.  Arrived  off 

theitik't  at  5  and  came  to  auchor.  At  5:^1)  expedition  left  the  ship  and 
troceoded  into  Littlu  Kiver  Inlet  under  the  command  of  Lieutenaut 

M.  Bunct',  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Penobscot,  which  consisted  of  six  Iwnts, 

iz,  launch  from  U.S. 8.  l'enobacot,Y\u\c.\i?nsfio'i A.ct\us  Master's  Mate 
'H.  I).  Edwards;  first  cutter  of  Victoria,  iu  charge  of  W.  It.  Mayer, 
acting  master's  mate;  first  cutter  of  Myntic,  iu  charge  of  Samuel  B. 
Me.ider,  acting  master;  first  cutter  of  Afo«nt  Vernon,  in  charge  of  Wil- 
liauiT.  Buck,  acting  master;  first  cutter  of  U.  8. 8.  ̂ on(icc/(o,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Master  J.  F,  Winchester;  second  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting 

Miiatcr's  Mate  li.  Hustnce.  The  expedition  proceeded  up  Little  River 
withont  molestation  for  8  miles,  when  it  arrived  at  the  town  of  Little 
Kiver,  All  8aiiit8  Parish,  8.  C,  where  they  found  two  schooners,  one 
lying  liigii  and  dry,  the  other  at  bigb-water  mark,  which  they  burned, 
together  with  (iO  bales  of  cotton,  200  barrels  of  turiientine.  and  53  barrels 
of  rosin,  which  were  stored  in  the  warehouse  and  on  the  wharf.  The 
expedition  having  accomplished  its  object,  returned  down  the  river 

^^^^  without  molestation.  At  0:30  a.  m.  ex])editiou  returned  to  the  ship. 
^^^^Got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  coast  to  Cape  Fear  River.  At 
^^^Hi:30  p.  m.  made  the  blockading  sqnmlron.  At  4  the  boats  returned  to 
^^^^Pthe  respective  vessels.  Dnring  our  absence  the  schooner  EUen,  in 
^^^"  attempting  to  run  iu  iit  Bald  Head  channel,  was  run  im  shore  by  the 
P  lilockudiiig  lleet  and  set  on  fire.    At  high  water  she  got  afloat  and  was 
I  taken  in  tow  by  the  U.  S.  8.  Victoria.    At  5:  45  IT.  S.  8.  Victoria  got 
L  underway  and  with  the  burning  schooner  EUcn  in  tow,  stood  to  west- 

^^^H^  ward.     At  (f  Ellen  sunk. 
^^^B  ■J'ily  (>• — At  5:40  a.  m.  saw  a  wreck  on  the  beach  near  Deep  River 
^^^Blnlet  on  fire,  having  been  run  on  shore  and  her  cargo  taken  out  and 
^^^Kilien  set  on  lire  by  the  rebels.  Also  saw  a  number  of  small  salt  works 
I  inside  of  the  inlet. 

r  Jvljf  9. — Ofl'  New  Inlet.     At  9   a.  in.  got  underway  and   stood  in I  toward  the  wreck  of  rebel  schooner.    Saw  a  small  sailboat  alongside 

^^^^  of  her.  0|>ened  fire  with  30-pounder  ritle  and  pivot  gun,  which  was 
^^^H|jetnrned  by  the  batteries  along  the  beach  and  one  rifie  shot  from  the 

^^^^Bfort.  At  0:-10  stood  out.  Expended  the  following  ammunition:  One 
^^^^^lO'inch  l.>second  and  5  rifle  percussion,  2  15-second  rifle  shells,  10 
^^^^  S^pouud  charges,  and  1 10-pound  charge  of  powder. 
^  July  J 1.— Blockading  New  Inlet,  N.  0.    At  9:20  a.  in.  the  rebels 

fired  three  rille  shots  at  us,  which  passed  over  and  struck  ̂ 00  yards 
beyond  the  vessel.  Weighed  anclior  and  fired  three  shot  with  onr  star- 

board rifie  gun  at  an  elevation  of  1^  degrees,  which  fell  short.  The 
rebels  replied  with  two  guns,  two  shots  from  which  passed  over  us  abont 
1 50  yards ;  the  remainder  of  their  shot  fell  short,  the  vessel  being  at  an 
e«timate  lii  miles  distant.  The  Stars  and  Stiipen  and  Cambridge  alsd 
fired  a  few  shots  at  the  rebels.  We  then  steamed  down  the  beach 

toward  Smith's  Island,  and  when  oot  of  range,  opened  fire  on  Zeek'tt 
_  Island  with  our  rifie  gun.    They  replied  with  both  shot  and  shell,  but 

^^^^  all  fell  ahorl.    We  fired  thirteen  ahell  at  the  batteries  ou  Zeek's  " 
^^^^ftiur  of  which  struck  dose  to  the  batteries  on  Zeek's  Island. 
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Alwtraot  log  of  the  IT.  S.  8.  Octorara. 

February  28^  1862. — Ship  put  in  commission,  navy  yard,  New  York. 
April  11, — At  7  a.  m.  four  rebel  steamers  hove  in  sight  off*  Sewell's Point.  From  8  to  12  meridian:  Standing  off  and  on  waiting  orders. 

At  9 :  30  went  within  hailing  distance  of  flagship  and  receiv^  orders 
to  rei)air  at  once  to  Hampton  Greek  and  engage  a  rebel  steamer  that 
was  taking  a  brig  and  schooner  prizes.  At  9 :  20  \8ic\  forward  rudder 
adrift,  compelled  to  stop,  and  in  the  meantime  rebel  steamer  escaped 
with  the  vessels.  At  9 :  30  signaled  to  flagship  484.  At  9 :  50  hailed 
Naugatuck  and  ordered  her  to  follow  us  in  obedience  to  flag-officer's 
orders.  At  10  off  Hampton  Creek,  in  company  with  the  Naugatuck. 
At  12  off  Hampton  Creek  with  the  Nav^atuck^  the  rebel  fleet  underway 
between  SewelPs  Point  and  Newport  News.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.,  the 
Yorktown  returned  from,  to  wing  prizes  to  Norfolk.  At  4  p.  m.  a  shot 
from  the  iT/erWwacfc  fell  short;  returned  fire  from  forward  gun;  good 
line  shot;  fell  short;  after  gun's  shell  burst  in  midair.  Another  shell 
from  the  Merrimack  burst  about  halfway.  ̂ Returned  fire  again  with 
two  shots  from  rifled  gun  and  one  from  shell  gun,  but  did  not  hit. 
After  firing,  the  rebels  went  toward  Norfolk,  and  we  proceeded  toward 
the  flagship  to  receive  orders.  Received  orders  to  repair  to  our  former 
station  off  Hampton  Creek. 

April  12, — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  During  the  watch  the  rebel 
fleet  underway  inside  of  Sewell's  Point,  the  Merrimack  aground.  From 
4  to  G  p.  m. :  The  enemy  kei>t  away  for  their  anchorage. 

May  4, — At  1 :  10  p.  m.  the  rebel  flagship  Merrimack  steamed  out 
from  behind  Sewell's  Point.  At  1 :  15  beat  to  quarters  and  prepared 
for  action.  At  4  p.  m.  the  Merrimack  off*  Sewell's  Point.  At  4 :  30  the Merrimack  steamed  back  to  Craney  Island. 

May  6, — Received  orders  from  the  flag-officer  to  go  to  sea.  At  7  took 
departure  for  Gulf  of  Mexico.  -^       - 
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March  18,  1862, — Lying  at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard. 
March  26, — Came  to  anchor  off  Fortress  Monroe. 
April  11, — At  7  a.  m.  the  rebel  steamer  Merrima^k^  with  six  other 

steamers,  hove  in  sight  off  Sewell's  Point.  At  7 :  30  slipped  our  anchor 
and  steamed  down  half  a  mile  to  the  eastward  in  obedience  to  signals 
from  flagship.  Piped  to  quarters  and  everything  ready  for  action. 
From  8  to  meridian :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  flag-officer,  commenced 
towing  out  vessels  from  inside  Hampton  Bar.  Loaded  small  arms  and 
divided  150  pistol  cartridges,  400  musket  cartridges,  and  750  percus- 

sion caps  among  the  men. 
April  12. — ^Assisting  the  Monitor  in  finding  her  moorings.  Having 

cleared  the  Monitor  chain,  hauled  off  and  came  to  anchor.  At  8:30 
]).  in.  called  all  hands  to  quarters;  stowed  hammocks  and  cleared  decks 
for  action.    Kept  all  hands  ready  for  instant  service. 

April  13, — At  C  a.  m.,  the  Merrimack  not  making  her  appearance, 
secured  guns  and  cleared  the  decks. 
May  8, — Anchored  off  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 

N  W  a—voL  7   46 



tZ2  NOIiTH   ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING   BQUAlJIlu^■.  ^" 
AUUse:  lug  of  ths  D.  B.  8,  Port  So^al 

April  30,  t^GS.—'Savy  yard,  Brooklyn.  At  1  ji.  m.  tlic  I'orl  ICoi/al was  put  iu  commission. 

May  i. — At  3:30  p.  in.  Bteaiiiing  «iowii  tliu  river.  \i  5:  l'»  iJanily 
ilook  liglit  on  Btarboivrd  beam. 

May  a, — Stenmed  fertLer  up  tlie  liarljor  mid  came  to  aticlior  (Hamp- 
ton Itoads). 

^fay  7. — From  8  to  12  meridiau:  Tlie  Union  gun  (ired  lour  shot 

towanl  Sewell'n  Point;  t hero  were  aI«o  four  guns  tired  from  tliii  Hip 
lEaps.  At  ;i:30  p.  m.  tlie  Chippeira  matle  signal,  "TLo  enemy  in 
sight-."    At  :i:43  IJeat  to  qnartersand  made  preparatiouH  for  action. 

May  8. — At  7  a.  ro.  got  imderway  in  company  witli  tlie  ironclad  steam- 
ers Ualeiia  and  Aroostool,-;  steamed  up  the  roads-  iu  line  to  James 

Ifiver,  Saw  notliing  of  the  enemy's  vessels.  At  8: 15  passed  NewTiort 
News  and  were  cheered  by  the  troops,  which  we  ausweretl.  Stood  up 
the  river.  At  9  cleared  the  ship  for  action.  At  9:20  opened  tire  with 

onr  two  pivot  guns  on  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  we  eooii 
Bilenced.  The  Kteamer  Yorktoicn  was  lying  under  the  batteries,  bat  uC 
our  approach  she  steamed  hastily  up  the  river.  At  11;2U  the  OaleHa 
made  preparatory  signal  for  action.  At  11:40  opened  fire  on  second 
battery,  which  we  continued  to  shell,  dismounting  one  of  their  rilled 
guns.  From  12  to  4  ji.  m.  continuing  to  shell  battery  No.  2  until  the 

(ialead's  captain  requested  us  to  i)aas  on,  which  we  did.  followed  by  the 
Oahma  and  Aroostook,  At  3  the  Galena  went  aground.  We  took  her 

hawser  and  pulled  her  oft',  when  theylroo«(ooA,tooklierin  tow.  At  4;  30 
tlio  Galena  got  ngrouud  off  Frog  [  Hog]  Island,  the  buoys  being  changed 
by  the  rebels.  From  4  toS,  trying  to  liaul  the  Galena  olf  again.  At 
y  1>.  m,,  let  go  our  fitarboard  anchor. 

May  10. — At  12:15  p.  ni.,  ileetanchoretl  above  Hog  Island.  At  1:0S 
tlxgship  nmde  Bigiiall218;  got  underway  with  lleet  and  sleiimed  up 
the  river  in  lino  ahead.  At  3 :  30,  neartng  Jamestown  Island,  beat  to 
(juarters,  and  beat  retreat.  At  4,  fleet  anchored  off  the  island.  Galena 
sent  a  bont  to  sound.     Found  the  batteries  ashore  to  be  deserted. 

May  11. — At  5:15  a,  .lu.,  standing  up  the  river.  At  0:20  fleet 

stop|)ed  ott'  the  wharf  at -latnestown;  Galena  tiviit  a  itoat  ashore.  A schooner  lies  at  the  wharf  sunk.  At  7  took  the  Oatena\  bout,  and  nlao 
jishore  boat  i»  tow;  steamed  up  the  river  to  tlie  Galena,  aud  sent  the 

boats  on  l>oard.  Proceeded  as  far  as  Clermont's  |Clarcriuiut|  Landing and  came  to  anchor.  At  1:411  fleet  got  underway  and  steamed  down 
the  river. 

May  12. — At  C :  30  a.  m.  two  steamers  bearing  flags  of  truce  hove  in 
sight  with  Uniou  prisoue's  on  board  for  Fortress  Monroe.  Stood 
towani  Iheui,  fouletl  ttie  bnoy  while  going  ahead,  had  to  cut  to  clear  it. 
At  7:45  beat  a  retreat.  Two  officers  from  the  Citrlis  ZW."  cume  ou 
board  and  wanted  permission  tu  pass  down  the  river.  At  10  saw  tlie 
Monitor  and  Ironsitlet  [y augatHek\  coming  Mit  the  river.  At  12:30]^ 
Ml.  Btcamiug  up  the  river  with  the  rest  of  the  lieet. 
May  13. — At  10:30  a.  m.  tiaWd  signaled  to  us  and  TroHKides  [Xau- 

gatnvk];  got  a  hawser  to  tlte  Aroostook  aud  towed  lier  ofi'.  Fleet  started lip  the  river.  Saw  a  large  fire  at  City  Point,  with  two  flagf*  of  trace 

over  buildings,  and  boat  with  flagof  truce  cnmingofl' to  the  Galena.  At 
12  m.  anchored  oil'  City  Point  wharf.  At  1  p.  m.  the  froHxitles  [  .Van- 
!iatuck\  anchored  near  us.  At  3 :  20  flagslii|i  made  eigiml ;  sill  Bteamed 
ahead  of  the  flagship  up  the  river  getting  Houudings.  the  IronsidtM 
LVflU(7fl(«ci|  trying  to  keep  the  lead.  Saw  whit*  Hags  hoisted  at  Old 
Jicrinmla  Jiuudred. 
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May  14, — At  2  p.  m.  the  Oalena  aud  Steveus  battery  [Nau(/atuck^ 
steamed  up  the  river.  At  5  the  Ironsides*  [yangatuck]  came  down  ana 
informed  us  that  the  commodore  wanted  us  to  come  near  the  Galena. 
Got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river.  They  report  troops  marching 
down  to  us.  Beat  to  quarters.  At  5.20  came  to  anchor  above  the 
Galena^  which  fired  a  riiie  shell  inland.  The  fleet  all  at  anchor,  with 
guns  run  out  and  cleared  away  for  action,  distant!)  miles  from  Kichmoud. 
May  15. — At  6.45  a.  m.  flagship  made  signal,  fired  one  slirapnel  from 

after  port  howitzer.  Saw  men  under  arms  on  our  port  side  of  river. 
Several  shot  and  shell  were  fired  in  the  bushes  to  clear  them  of  the 
rebels.  At  7.10  the  Galena  ])assed  up  ahead  of  us;  7.15  Monitor  aud 
Aroostook  went  ahead  also.  At  7.30  began  to  fire  howitzers  in  the  field 
and  bushes.  At  7.45  came  to  anchor.  At  8.15  commenced  firing  rifled 
pivot  at  the  rebel  battery;  firing  continued  briskly  during  the  watch 
by  the  fleet.  The  Naugatuck  burst  her  large  gun,  injuring  one  man. 
We  received  a  shot  in  our  port  bow  at  the  water  line  at  10  a.  m.,  caus- 

ing the  ship  to  make  water  fast.  After  awhile  succeeded  in  closing  the 
hole  and  pumping  her  out.  Five  minutes  after  received  another  shot 
amidships,  port  side.  Continuing  to  fire  howitzers  and  forward  pivot 
gun  with  shrapnel  and  canister.  Much  annoyed  by  rebel  rifle  pits.  At 
1  p.  m.  dropped  down  and  let  go  anchor  to  repair.  At  G.IO  came  to 
anchor  off  City  Point.  Found  we  were  struck  a  great  many  times  with 
musket  balls  from  woods. 
May  10. — At  4: 20  p.m.  received  from  Galena  13  coffins  containing  the 

remains  of  those  killed  in  the  action  of  the  15th;  also  seven  wounded 
men.  At  10  came  to  anchor  off  Jamestown  Island  and  sent  a  boat 
ashore  to  communicate  with  our  army.    Found  no  one  on  the  island. 
May  17. — At  9:30  a.  m.  sent  first  and  second  cutters  ashore  to  dig 

graves  for  the  men  killed  on  the  Galena  on  the  15th  instant.  At  11 :  20 
the  Naugatuek  came  alongside  and  took  the  bodies  ashore.  Stood 
down  the  river  in  company  with  the  Naugaiuck.  At  3 :  30  saw  a  fleet  at 
anchor  near  Carter's  Point.  Set  our  number  and  made  out  the  broad 
])ennant  at  the  mizzen  on  board  the  Susquehanna.  At  4  hailed  by  the 
Baltimore.  Sent  our  dispatches  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  At  5 :  45 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  came  on  board,  in  company  with  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  Captain  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy.  At C :  30  put  the  wounded 
men  on  board  the  Naugatuck.  At  7  hoisted  in  boats  and  steamed  up 
river  in  company  with  the  Wachuseit  and  Baltimore. 

May  18. — At  6:  45  p.  m.  anchored  oft*  City  Point. 
May  19. — Standing  down  the  river.  At  6: 25  p.  m.  picked  up  a  boat 

containing  four  deserters  from  the  rebel  army  at  Kichmond.  Came  to 
anchor  off  Jamestown  Island. 

May  20. — At  12:30  a.m.  boarded  the  steamer  (7eor//e  Washington^ 
bound  to  Kichmond  under  a  flag  of  truce.  At  9:30  sent  seven  rebel 
soldiers  and  a  darky  ashore. 

May  22. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  stuffing  our  bulwarks  with  hammocks  and 
sand  to  prevent  musket  balls  from  penetrating.  At  1:45  p.  m.  saw  a 
rebel  foraging  party;  fired  five  shots  with  howitzers  and  three  with 
])ivot  guns,  two  with  after  and  one  with  forward  pivot;  no  fire  returned. 
Enemy  in  full  retreat,  we  steaming  slowly  down  the  river. 
May  23. — At  12:45  steaming  up  the  river.  At  3  p.  m.  the  enemy 

opened  fire  on  us  from  bushes  from  rifles,  wounding  one  man  in  the  leg. 
From  4  to  G:  Steaming  slowly  down  the  river  with  the  Maratanza.  A 
few  scattering  shots  fired  at  us  from  the  bushes,  we  answering  with  side 
guns  and  muskets.  From  4  to  (i  j).  m. :  Steaming  down  the  river;  were 
fired  at  from  the  south  side  of  tl  e  river  with  musketry.    lletatu^ii^^Xife 
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liri-  with  howitzers  and  musketry.     At  7  p.  ui.  eluspd  the  niagazmes. 
At  s  p.  Ill,  caiUB  to  anchor  otf  City  Point. 

Ma^  21. — Tugboat  Ih-ngan  came  alongside  and  delivered  as  45  sheets 
plating  iron.  From  0  to  S  p.  m. :  Galena  and  tugboat  Dragon  Ured  sev- 

eral shot»  ill  tlu>  woods  ashore. 
May  :.'8. — Carpenter  employed  putting  boiler  iron  on  the  ontsido  of 

the  bulwarks.  At  3 :  3U  the  Jacob  liell  came  up  from  the  I'otomat.'  Fhi- tilla. 

June  11. — At  S-.tiQ  a.  ni.  a  smiill  skiff,  containing  four  sailors,  came 
down  thi; river;  deserters  from  Drewry's  Bluff;  wereseutou  board  the ^alcna. 

June  Iti. — At  8: 30  a,  m.,  steaming  up  the  river  in  company  with  the 
ilena,  were  lired  at  from  rille  pits,  which  we  returned  witli  howitzers, 

.t  4 :  10  p.  m.  flreil  ritle  gun  to  drive  rebels  from  their  i)ositiou  in  tlio 
woods.    Came  to  anchor  below  City  Point. 

Junu  17. — At  II  a.  in.  the  enemy  opened  fire  fi-om  City  Point  with  mus- 
ketry and  light  artillery.  Beat  to  general  quarters  and  tieet  opened 

tire.  At  10:.'!0  was  hailed  from  flagship  and  ordered  to  cease  liring. 
Galena  imA  />t/ftirrtne  shelling  City  Point.  AttiiO.'J  p.  m.  fired  two  shot 
from  forward  pivot  into  Fort  Powhatan.    The  lire  was  not  returned. 
June  1». — At  5:30  p.  m.  the-7(Fco6  Hell  fired  two  shell  at  rebel  pickebt. 
June  21. — Steamed  down  the  river  and  came  to  anchor  olT  Jauiestowu 

Isliind  at»:M  p.  m. 
June  i'-y. — At  1 :30  p.  ni.  tlie  !xaac  Stnitli  and  tug  Freil  Kopp  arrived 

from  Hampton  Itonds,  the  tng  having  a  submarine  battery  in  tow. 
June  26. — From  8p.  m.  to  llj  midnight:  Steaming  up  the  Appomattox 

River.  Fired  at  signals  ashore.  At  9:30  p.  m.were  opened  upon  with 
musketry  from  shore.  Flag  Officer  Kodgers  on  board  the  Air/  Rayal. 
Kettirned  theflrewithhowit/drsanilemnlliirms.  1l\\& Monitor, Mnhnxkn , 
MnmtUHZa,  Miind  ficlle,  Jacob  BAl,  Strpping  Stonen,  Soiilhjitlil,  l>rla- 
triiri;  and  SafellHe  tiring  with  small  arms  liiid  howit»'.ers.  A(  10  svent 
ngr(iiin<l;  tide  falling.  Can  hear  the  (/afeiii('«gunsAiing  on  City  Point 
and  Inirning  it. 

June  i^S. — At  10:30  a.  m.  n  boat  from  the  Inland  Belle  brought  down 
word  thiit  the  enemy  were  felling  trees  on  a  blulf  abreast  of  them. 
Wo  immediately  beat  to  quarters  and  lired  two  10-inch  shell  from  after 
pivot.  At  1  p.  m.  tug  Vohaanift  came  alongside  and  Captain  Rodgers 
returned  down  the  river  in  her.  AfJtha  Monitor,  tiouthjield,  ami  Itela- 
irare  went  down  river.  Contrabands  report  tlie  enemy  bringing  artil- 

lery down  I'rom  Petersburg.  At  3  p.  m.  the  Tulaud  Belle  was  set  on  lire 
by  us,  she  being  aground  and  we  not  being  able  to  get  her  alloat.  At 
6:10  came  to  anchor  off  City  Point. 

June  2'J. — At  7  a.  m.  off  Churl's  fCurles]  Seek;  came  to  anchor. 
June  30. — At  5:30  p.  m.  anchoretl  off  the  Chickaliomiuy  Itiver. 
July  3. — Steaming  np  the  river.    At  3:30  p.  m.  sent  two  boats  up 
le  river  in  search  of  tht!  Heet.    At  7: 30  came  to  anchor  near  tho  Heel. 
July  G. — At  7  p.  ra.  saw  a  lot  of  rebels  from  mastheiid.  Fired  two 

allots  at  tlieni  with  riHe  pivot. 
July  34. — At  12:45  p.  m.  three  schooners  coming  down.  When 

abreast  Fort  i'owhatan  were  fired  ni>on  by  the  enemy.  We  beat  to 
quarters  and  tired  two  lO-inch  shell  in  the  woods  near  the  fort. 

July  S.'i. — At  12:30p.m.  gunboat  CcHC«cccame  up,  convoying  steamer 
r«"o,  with  General  Uurnside  on  board.     Genesee  fired  iu  the  woods 
ftr  Fort  Powhatan. 

July  2'!, — At  U :  10  a.  m.  propeller  General  Mniiit  came  up  and  informod 
H8  of  mounted  men  down  the  river,  (iot  underway,  steamed  down 
and  fired  several  shots,  and  then  returned. 
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August  5. — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway;  steamed  up  the  river.  At  6 
flred  shots  from  howitzers  at  a  party  of  rebels  behind  a  barn.  At  7 :  20 
flred  two  shots  from  after  pivot  toward  Malvern  Hill,  whero^our  army 
and  the  enemy  were  engaged.  At  10  hound  up  the  river  to  cut  off  the 
enemy,  who  are  retreating.  At  12:30  p.  ni.  lired  three  shots  from  rifled 
cannon  at  the  rebel  camp  at  Newmarket. 

August  6. — At  4:50  spoke  the  steamer  -A\  Frazer;  learned  that  there 
was  a  large  rebel  force  moving  to  attack  our  troops  from  liichraond. 
We  communicated  the  same  to  General  Hooker.  From  G  to  8 :  Sent  a 
boat  ashore  and  brought  off  a  cavalry  officer;  got  underway  and 
started  up  the  river;  at  7  returned  and  anchored. 

August  8. — Saw  several  of  our  cavalry  passing  by  on  the  beach.  At 
10  a.  m.  saw  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  from  masthead,  advancing  on 
Malvern  Hill.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Saw  another  large  body  of  rebel 
cavalry  on  the  hill.  Got  underway  and  took  position  for  firing.  At 
2:40  came  to  anchor  and  opened  fire  with  forward  and  after  pivots, 
which  they  returned  with  artillery. 

August  13. — At  8  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  and 
came  to  anchor  ott*  Malvern  Hill  and  shelled  it.  Proceeded  farther  up 
the  river  and  fired  several  shot  at  the  enemy.  At  11  returned,  shell- 

ing the  woods,  and  at  12  came  to  anchor. 
August  18. — From  12  to  4  p.m.:  Steamed  down  abreast  the  landing 

and  began  shelling  the  Avoods  on  south  side  of  the  river. 

Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  SateUite. 

June  J26j  1862. — At  6:30  p.  m.  cleared  the  ship  for  action.  At  7:25 
proceeded  up  the  Appomattox  River  with  the  fleet.  At  9  commenced 
shelling  the  banks  of  the  river.  When  within  about  8  miles  of  Teters- 
burg  the  leading  vessels  received  some  heavy  volleys  of  musketry,  but 
only  wounding  a  few.  At  10  shelled  them  all  out.  Sent  a  scouting 
party  up  the  river. 

June  27. — At  4  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  having 
fired  away  30  8-inch  5  second  shells  and  9  i)ercussion  rifle  shells,  and  1 
rifle  shot.    The  Island  Belle  aground. 

June  28. — At  4:20  a.  m.  proceeded  up  near  the  Island  Belle  and 
anchored.  Saw  some  rebel  pickets  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  At  2 
p.  m.  commenced  towing  the  Island  Belle,  the  Stepping  Stones  assisting. 
At  3:30  p.  m.,  not  being  able  to  start  her,  strix)i)ed  her  and  set  her  on 
fire,  by  order  of  the  flag-oflicer. 

June  30. — At  10  a.  m.  report  from  shore  that  the  enemy  were  within 
4  miles.  Cleared  for  action.  At  1:30  p.  m.  heard  guns  in  a  westerly 
direction;  trained  our  guns, and  fired  ten  8-inch  shells  and  one  percus- 

sion rifle  shell. 
July  1. — At  9  a.  m.  heard  heavy  guns  in  a  westerly  direction.  At  7 

the  Port  Royal  came  up  and  took  position  for  battle.  Heard  quick 
firing  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  seemingly  but  a  few  miles  distant. 
At  0  took  on  board  5  casks  of  powder  and  destroyed  28  casks  more  to 
keep  it  from  the  enemy,  it  not  being  safe  to  have  it  on  board. 

July  7, — At  7  a.  m.  saw  a  rebel  battery  open  fire  about  3  miles  below. 
Two  of  the  gunboats  got  underway  and  silenced  them.  At  4:30  p.  m. 
saw  a  large  tow  of  schooners  coming  up  the  river.  The  rebels  opened 
fire  on  them  with  artillery.  The  gunboats  got  underway  and  drove 
them  away.    From  5  to  7,  the  gunboats  shelling  the  rebel  camp. 



Atigtigt  1. — l-Tames  lliver.)  At  I  a.  in.  Hip  reliols  opened  a  fire  with 
urtillery  from  tlic  Boutli  side  nf  tlie  river  upon  our  tran8{>oi'tK,  whidi 
was  retifriied  by  two  of  our  yiinboats  aiul  our  army.  At  10:50  all 
lianilR  t"  f|Hartfrs  aiid  lircd  one  10  seioud  filiell  from  the  after  gun  and 

two  percussion  sliells  from  tlie  forward  gnu  at  a  i-ebel  breastwork  and 
old  houses.  At  -i :  20  p,  in.  weigbcd  anchor  and  proceeiled  up  the  river. 

At  5  paHsed  Fort  I'owhittaii  and  fired  one  shell  from  the  forward  gun. 
At  C  arrived  at  ITarrison's  Landing  and  fonnd  some  of  our  tniops  land 
ing  on  the  op|>uBite  side  of  the  river.  Was  ordered  to  take  a  sttitioii 
to  cover  them.    At  13:30  saw  several  houses  ou  life. 

Au<i\t»t  :i. — At  6:  Ifl  a.  m.  flred  four  heavy  gnus  up  the  river,  Haw 
two  steamers  lauding  troops  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

Aujiunt  3. — At  G:30  a.  m,  came  to  anchor  2  miles  above  Haxali'K 
Ijaiiding.  At  tl  ten  cavalry  pickets  came  down  witli  a'Dugof  truce. 
The  Pocf  ft>)/al  communiciiteti  with  them.  At  10  all  quiet;  a  number 
of  rebel  troops  in  sight. 

Augunt .'. — At  fi  a.  m,  discovered  tlie  enemy  and  flred  one  shell  from 
carh  gun. 

AugvMt  18. — At  10  u.  m,  got  underway  and  came  down  opposite  Har- 

rison's Landing  and  commenced  shelling  rebels  on  the  op|>osite  shore, 
supposed  to  be  bringing  down  a  field  battery.  At  12  still  stielling  at 

intervals.  At  '2  p.  m,  still  sUelling  the  shore  opposite  Uarrison'a Landing. 

Aitgv^t  ID. — At  C  a,m,  fired  three  shells  from  Sincb  gun  and  one  ftsini 
rilic  at  some  rebel  cavalry.  At  (J;  20  p,  m.  saw  stmie  rebel  Holdiers  ou 
shore.     Fired  two  shells  from  each  gun  at  them. 

&.batTMt  Lug  of  tliB  TF.  B,  B,  S«bftg<l. 

March  Sf>,  ISI'-S. — At  3: 45  p,  ni.  put  ship  in  conunissioii,  navy  yard, Portsmouth,  N.  II. 
April  1. — At  II  a.  m.  connnand  of  the  ship  was  transferred  to  Lien- 

tenant  K.  W.  Ilcnry. 
April  (I. — At  1!:  lUp.  m.  took  departure,  Portsmouth  light  bearing 

N.  i  K.,  distant  5  miles. 
April  Jl. — At  2:40  p.  m.  made  the  fleet  off  the  mouth  of  York  River, 

apparently  engaging  the  enemy.  At  3: 50  proceeded  up  the  river  and 
came  to  ani-bor  in  company  with  the  WaschuKett,  Ptnobmvt,  Marblehea^j 
and  others. 

April  J'l. — At  10  n,  m.  got  spring  nn  cable  and  bi*ought  broadside  to 
bear  on  Point  (lloucester,  at  which  we  fired  half-hour  gans.  Froiii 
meridian  to  4  p.  m.  enage<I  the  enemy^s  batteries  on  Uloucester  Poiut, 
tiring  every  half  hour  with  rifle  gun.  At  fi:05  senior  officer  signaled, 
"Ce-ijie  flring."  At  11  p.  m.  vessels  of  various  classes  began  to  arrive, 
steamer  Auaoostia  went  up  tlie  river  and  fired  several  shot  at  tbe 
enemy's  batteries. 

April  in. — Until  4  a.  m.  ono  of  onr  gunboats  engaging  tlie  enemy. 
At  10  a.  m.  orders  received  from  the  li.ig  officer  to  get  underway  and  pro- 
i-eed  up  the  river  in  close  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  I'roceeded  up 
tbe  river  within  2^  miles  of  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Yorktown  Heights 
hikI  exchanged  several  shot,  the  enemy's  shot  falling  both  sides  of  as. 
Were  signnletl  from  the  flagship  to  retire.  At  midnight  flred  two  sL^I 
from  tlie  forward  pivot  gun  at  batteries  on  Gloueesler  I'oint. 
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April  17. — At  12 :  30  p.  m.  fired  one  shell  at  the  battery  on  Gloucester 
Point;  also  two  shell  at  men  on  Guinea  [Green  t]  Point.  From  0  to  8 
p.  m.  cleared  ship  for  action  to  engage  Yorktown  fortifications.  At 
9: 30  J),  m.  proceeded  up  the  river  and  fired  several  shot  at  the  enemy. 
At  10:45  came  to  anchor.  At  10: 50  got  underway  and  proceeded  up 
river  again  and  fired  several  shot.    At  11 :  40  came  to  anchor. 

April  JS. — At  1 :  15  a.  m.  the  Penobscot  proceeded  u])  the  river  and 
exchanged  shells  with  the  enemy's  battery  on  Yorktown  Heights.  At 
3:30  p.  ni.  commenced  housing  the  rifle  gun,  assisted  by  men  from  the 
Penobscot,  At  5  dismounted  the  forward  pivot  gun  to  repair  carriage. 

At  11: 30  p.  m.  one  of  the  gunboats  fired  two  shell  into  the  Y'orktown fortifications. 

Ajyril  20, — At  2  p.  m.  proceeded  within  range  of  Yorktown  Heights 
and  fired  two  shots  at  the  rebel  camp;  the  breastwork  of  our  pivot  gun 
gave  out  and  we  returned  to  our  anchorage.  At  4 :  30  proceeded  up 
within  range  of  Yorktown  Heights  and  fired  four  shell  at  the  rebel 
camp,  each  shell  bursting  over  the  camp. 

April  2i, — At  10:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  up  river  to  bom- 
bard Yorktown  Heights.  At  11  opened  fire;  fired  seven  rounds  of  shot 

and  shell  into  the  enemy's  batteries  ;  our  fire  returned  by  the  enemy, 
their  shot  falling  short.  Continued  until  12:45  p.  m.  bombarding 
Yorktown  Heights,  firing  seven  rounds  of  shell.  At  12:45  flagship 
made  signal  to  withdraw  from  action.  At  2:30  gunboat  Penobscot 
proceeded  up  the  river  and  opened  fire  on  Gloucester  Point  and  York- 
town  Heights. 

April  22, — At  12 :  15  a.  m.  the  Penobscot  proceeded  up  the  river  and 
fired  five  rounds  at  the  enemy's  battery  on  Gloucester  Point.  At 
11 :  30  a.  m.  fired  several  shot  and  shell  at  the  rebel  pickets  ashore.  At 
8  p.  m.  got  underway  and  engaged  the  Yorktown  battery. 

April  21. — At  11:15  a.  m.  fired  on  Gloucester  Point  and  Yorktown 
batteries  with  shell. 

April  26. — At  6:10  p.  m.  got  underway  and  i)roceeded  up  the  river 
and  opened  fire  on  Yorktown,  firing  six  shells,  five  of  them  going  on 
shore. 

April  27. — At  1  p.  m.  got  underway  and  engaged  the  Yorktown  forti- 
fications; fired  eleven  shells,  doing  good  execution. 

A\yril  29. — At  2:45  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  within  range 
of  Yorktown  Heights,  and  opened  fire  with  shell. 

May  1. — At  7 :  40  a.  m.  discovered  the  stars  and  stripes  floating  over 
the  heights  close  to  Yorktown.  At  7 :  50  the  flagship  made  signal  that 
Yorktown  was  taken.  At  8  got  underway,  in  company  with  the  fleet, 
and  proceeded  toward  Yorktown.  At  8:38  the  flagship  signalized  to 
l)repare  for  battle;  beat  to  quarters  at  once.  At  9:20  came  to  off 
Gloucester  and  Yorktown.  At  9 :  25  a  boat  from  the  flagship  landed  nt 
Gloucester  and  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  Union  amid  the  cheers  of  the 
crews  of  the  fleet. 

May  G. — At  2:35  j).  m.  came  to  off  West  Point.  Saw  rebel  pickets 
ashore.  Steamer  Cprwin  made  signal  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  in 
sight  ashore.  From  4  to  C  p.  nu,  sent  third  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Anderson,  to  assist  i'l  getting  troops  ashore.  Fired  two  shots 
from  pivot  gun  into  the  rebel  pickets. 

May  7. — Heavy  firing  of  musketry  heard  on  shore  during  the  d.iy. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  fired  several  shells  on  a  rebel  battery  ashore. 

May  10. — At  0:40  p.  m.  passed  obstructions  placed  by  the  rebels  in 
the  river. 
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May  13. — Lieutenant  A,  Murray  took  commaud  of  tbe  sliip. 
May  29. — Off  Wliite  House,  Va.     At  A :  .W  \i.  m.  Oiiptaiii  Murray  came 

*oii  board,  bringing  witU  liim  Major  |SamHt'l  D.]  Lowe,  of  tlie  Uoiiled- 
erate  Army,  a^  {irisoner. 

June  13. — At  midnight  a  tug  came  nloiigside  and  left  on  board  fonr 
jmlitical  prisonerH,  viz,  John  V.  Pierce,  Edniond  (-IhriBtiai],  Oharles  (i. 
Pearson,  acd  Elijali  Ball. 

June  14. — At  8  p.  in.  delivered  the  four  priaonerB  beftne  mentioned  to 
Lieutenant  Bandall,  of  the  tugboat  tiiecen». 
June  IS. — Lieutenant  Oommanding  Murray  left  the  ship  to  take 

passage  home.     Lieuteniiut  K.  W.  Ucnry  in  command. 
June  3S. — At  1 ;  30  p.  m.  military  authorities  on  shore  commenced  tir- 

ing stores,  Btorehouaca,  tents,  etc.,  and  continued  tiring  said  stores  at 
intervals  of  every  fifteen  minutes  diu'ing  the  watch.  ■ 

July  5. — At  9 :  45  a,  m.  called  the  forwaixi  pivot  gun's  erew  io  quarters 
and  &red  two  shells  into  Fort  I'uwhatau. 

July  7. — At  1:30  p.  m.  several  muuket  shots  were  fired  from  Fort 
Powhatan  at  the  steamer  ArrowsnHlh.  Beat  to  quarters  and  fired  four 
shells  from  forward  pivot,  one  from  after  pivot,  and  four  rounds  of 
shrapnel  from  howitzer. 

July  10. — At  S:4S  a.  ni.  as  the  steamer  Danitl  Wrbster  was  rounding 
the  iHjint  beneath  Fort  Powhatan  she  was  flred  into  by  a  battery  on 
shore.  A  portion  of  the  fire  was  directed  on  us,  some  shot  cutting 
away  our  fore  and  main  topmast  backstays  and  lightning  conductor, 
but  doing  no  other  damage.  Called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  opened 
on  them  with  shell  from  IX-inch  Dahlgreu  and  lOO^Kmnder  pivot  gun 
and  howitzers,  which  soon  silenced  them. 

July  11. — At  3:30  p,  m.  fired  two  shells  from  our  IX-inch  pivot  at 
Fort  Powhatan.  At  6:30  fired  two  shells  from  rided  gun  at  Port 
Powhatan. 

July  13. — At  9:30  a.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  dropped  under  Vart 
Powhatan  and  anchored.  Fired  twenty-seven  rounds  from  tbc>  pivot 
gnus  and  six  rounds  from  the  howitzers,  striking  wood  pile  ou  tbe  fort 
eight  times,  the  remainder  bursting  in  and  around  the  fort.  At  2:45 
p.  m.  riflemeu  from  Fort  Powhatan  battery  tired  on  several  vessels  in 
tow  of  two  tugs;  we  returned  it  immediately  witb  shell:  several  burst 
over  the  fort.  At  5 :  50  tlie  rebels  opened  tire  wilh  musketry  from  Fort 
Powhatan  upon  a  steamer  and  two  schooners.  We  immediately  replied 
wilh  our  forward  pivot,  throwing  three  shells  at  tbom.  From  0  to  8 
fired  one  shell  from  our  forward  pivot  at  Fort  Powhatan. 

July  13. — At  3:30  p.  m.  fired  two  shells  from  the  IX-iiich  pivot  into 
Fort  Powhatan. 

July  II. — During  the  day  flred  one  shell  from  forward  pivot  and  two 
shells  from  IX-inch  pivot  into  Fort  Powhatan, 

July  15. — At  10 a.  m.  fired  one  shell  from  forward  pivot.  At  ]1:.'(0 
slipped  onr  anobor  and  moved  up  under  Fort  I'owhatau;  tired  eleven 
shells  from  the  pivot  guns  and  tive  from  the  howitzers. 

July  16. — At  5:30  p.  m,  fired  four  shells  from  IX-inch  pivot  into  Fort 
Powhatan. 

July  S3. — At  5 :  20  p.  m.  tired  two  shells  from  after  howitzer,  B[ormaD] 
fuze,  at  rebels  on  shore. 

I      July  34. — At  5 :  15  p.  m.  fired  a  shell  from  after  howitzer  astern  of  a 

I  boat  jiulling  out  from  shore  on  tbe  side  of  the  rivei-  in  the  possession  of 
^the  rebels. 

t  5:50p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  to 
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Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  8tato  of  G^rgia. 

March  1J2, 1862.— At  10:30  Fort  Macon,  fX.  C],  fired  a  gun,  the  shell 
falling  within  50  yards  of  the  ship.  At  10:35  fired  another,  the  shell 
falling  considerably  short  of  the  ship. 

March  15. — At  9:20  a.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  steamed  slowly  about 
the  mouth  of  the  channel,  watching  the  Nashville^  which  had  moved  ̂ 
away  from  the  wharf.  At  11 :45  steamer  Nashville  started  down  to  the 
fort.  Instantly  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  prepared  for  action. 
At  12 :  15  steamer  Nashville  came  to  anchor.  At  5 :  55  p.  m.  this  shii)  came 
to  anchor,  Fort  Macon  bearing  N.,  distant  3  miles. 

March  23, — At  4:30  p.  m.  discovered  the  bark  Olenn  on  fire.  From 
G  to  8  bark  Glenn  still  burning.  A  large  fire  in  the  direction  of  Caro- 

lina City;  an  explosion  at  7: 50  in  the  same  direction.  From  8  to  mid- 
night, bark  Olenn  still  burning,  and  fire  in  the  direction  of  Carolina 

City. 

March  27. — ^At  daylight  discovered  a  sail;  got  underway  and  stood 
for  it;  sail  fired  a  gun;  saw  she  had  signal  807  and  an  ensign  union 
down.  Discovered  five  boats  and  crews.  Signaled  to  the  Albatross; 

fired  a  shell  across  the  boats'  bows;  hove  them  to;  had  six  men  in  each; 
brought  them  aboard  as  prisoners;  dropped  boats  astern,  Capo  Look- 

out liglit-house  E.  J  X.,  distant  1  mile.  At  0:30  a.  m.  second  cutter 
with  captain  and  two  whaleboats  with  armed  crews  sent  on  shore  to 
light-house.  At  3 :  45  p.  m.  ran  in  nearer  shore.  At  4  all  boats  returned, 
having  received  orders  from  the  Albatross  through  captain  of  the 
Madgie  to  sound  in  close  to  the  light-house  and  bring  the  vessel  in,  so 
as  to  cover  the  beach  from  attack  of  the  rebels  this  night.  A  boat  came 
off  from  the  shore  with  two  officers  of  the  Fourth  Khode  Island  Kegi- 
ment  with  communications  from  Major  [John  A.]  Allen.  At  7  sent  30 
men  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Folsom  to  guard  steamer  Madgie.  At 
8  sent  Lieutenant  Haxtuu  with  army  ofiicers  to  communicate  with 
General  Parke. 

March  28. — Started  to  go  around  the  reef  to  the  Madgie.  At  9:30 
sent  ashore  prisoners,  by  order  of  Captain  Prentiss,  after  taking  the 

oath  of  allegiance.  At  11:15  steamer  Albatross's  crew  set  the  Ameri- 
can ensign  on  Cape  Lookout  light-house;  all  hands  cheered  shij). 

From  meridian  to  4  Fort  Macon  fired  two  guns.  At  8,  boats  returned, 
bringing  off  from  shore  all  the  officers  and  men  excei)t  four  left  for 
picket  guard. 

August  6. — At  4:30  a.  m.  commenced  heaving  up  anchor.  At  4:40 
enemy  commenced  firing  at  us  from  a  masked  battery.  Stood  inshore 
and  fired  fourteen  shots  at  them,  Penobscot  firing  at  the  same  time, 
the  enemy  constantly  firing  at  us,  and  a  few  of  their  shots  goin^  over 
us.     At  0:30,  anchored. 

August  11. — At  daylight  heard  firing  from  the  batteries  on  shore. 
At  12:30  p.  m.  rebel  steamer  by  wreck  of  steamer  Modern  Gnece 
returned  to  the  harbor.  At  1  two  strange  sails  insight.  At  5:50a 
steamer  a])])eared  from  behind  Cape  Fear  and  stood  out  to  the  strange 
sail,  and  both  proceeded  to  the  N.  W.  and  disax)peared  at  G:  15  behind 
the  land. 

Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Susqaehanna. 

May  i,  1802. — Hampton  lioads.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  The  Mer- 
rimack at  anchor  above  Sewell's  Point.  At  6:10  p.  m.  the  Merrimack 

steamed  up  Elizabeth  liiver. 
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May  8.—\VoT  log  ol"  May  8, 1862,  Bee  p,  335.] 
May  11 — At  4  it.  iii.  a  l»rge  fire  iu  Norfolk.  At  5  a.  id.  an  exii]0J 
as  heard  in  the  direction  of  Craney  Island.  Flagship  signaled. 

C:10  slijiinxl  ch»iii  and  got  underway  undur  steam  in  company  with 
the  San  Jannto,  Semtnolp,  Dacotah,  Mount  Vernon,  and  E,  A.  Sterens, 
steamers,  »ud  Monitor.  (Jleared  sliip  for  action.  At  C:45  abreast  of 
y«well'8  I'oint,  whicili  Tras  nbnadoned.  Sent  second  cutter  to  the  fort 
with  Acting;  Master  OhurcliiU.  At  T :  30  made  signals  306  and  6Q'2  and 
got  pilot  from  the  San  Jacinto,  At  7:40  Auting  Master  Churchill 

rt'tnrnod  and  reported  twenty -seven  guns  in  the  fort  at  Sewell's  Point. 
'  t  0 :  30  made  two  (JonfederatP  flags  at  tlie  fort  on  Craney  Island.  At 

50  abreiist  of  Craney  Island  iu  line  of  battle.    A  boat  went  on  shore 
im  tlie  tug   ,  hnuled  down  the  Ihigs  and  hoistid  the  American 

ensign.  Piiascd  pte^-es  of  a  wreck  supposed  to  be  the  rebel  steamer 
Merrimack,  At  10: 15  broiiglit  to  by  i»iies  driven  to  obatrm-t  the  chan- 

nel. Steamed  ahead  strong  and  passed  over  them.  The  San  Jaeintn 
was  stopped  by  them;  t]ie  other  vessels  siicceeded  in  passing.  Passed 
the  old  bulk  United  Statcn  and  a  strong  work  on  right  bank  of  the  nver 

going  up,  also  Fort  Norfolk,  At  11  came  to  ofi"  the  city  of  Norfolk — iJie  other  vessela  also  anchored.  Our  dag  flying  over  the  custom- 
liousu  and  bospiial. 

Map  i~.— At  10  a.  m.  stood  up  James  River  in  tjompany  with  the 
J)acotak,  Wachusctt,  Maratama,  and  tug  y'oHnif  America.  At  11;3S 
abreast  of  Day's  Point  battery;  no  flag  flying  on  it.  Made  a  rebd 
flag  at  the  battery  at  Mother  Tyncs'  Blnll'.  At  12  the  Dacotah  and Yotiuff  Avteriva  opened  lire  on  the  battery,  wliicU  was  not  returned.  At 
13:14  p.  m.  ship  abreast  of  the  rebel  battery  commenced  Hring. 
At  12:10  disembarked  marines.  At  1:10  came  to  anchor.  Soon  alt^,, 
the  marines  landed  from  the  squadron  the  rebel  Hug  \ras  h.iuled  tl 
at  the  fort  and  the  American  ensign  hotriled.  At  3  landing  ) 
returned. 

Atetrac'.  lo;  of  ths  H.  8.  B.  Tioga. 

Jnnti  30,  isr,:?. — Navy  yard,  Hoston,  Mass.    At  1:45  p.  m.  pntfl 
hhip  in  commission.    At  11  p.  in.  got  uudtTway  and  proceeded  tol 

July  .T. — At  2 :  30  ]i.  m.  came  to  anchor  oil'  Hampton  Koads. 
Julff  II, — Bteitming  up  James  Kiver. 
July  7. — At  7:30  a.  in.  considerable  firing  heard  down  the  l  _^ 

hiid  some  also  above  ns  by  our  gunboats.  Went  down  the  river  tvaS  ' lame  to  anchor  off  Point  jFort  t|  Powhatan,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 

1  the  Seliiiffo,  having  passed  the  Mahaska  uS  Wilcox's  Landing. 
■  At  2!3(»  p.  ni.  went  down  the  river,  shelling  the  west  bank.  From  3 

to  Ot  While  convoying  a  fleet  of  schooners,  fire  was  ojiened  upon  thorn 
by  a  battery  of  field  artillery  from  the  eastern  bank,  consisting  of 
twelve  piecos.  We  immediately  opened  fire,  and  succeeded  in  nntting 
thi'in,  afli'i*  liaviug  fired  in  all  lilty-nine  rounds  of  shell.  Came  tu 
anchor  otV  W  indmill  Point  at  7:30,  iu  range  of  battery. 

J  I'll/  I'J. — At  11  a.  m.  tired  several  shot  at  an  old  breastwork,  part  of 
Fort  P<iwh:ita[i,  fmrn  which  passing  vessels  had  been  fired  upon  by 
shar|isliiiott'i's.  At  2  p.  m.  the  rebels  opened  lireou  some  small  vcsseltt, 
wounding  the  captain  of  the  bark  Mmtting.  He  was  brought  on  board 
&>r  medical  ttcatmcut.  Opened  fire  upon  them  from  our  Parrott  guii^ 

From  3  u>  (!  p.  m.  i  Still  at  anchor  oft'  Fort  Powhatan.    At  5  a  tug  v  "'" 
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two  schooners  in  tow  wiis  fired  upon  by  sharpshooters;  we  opened 
upon  them,  and  ceased  about  G  p.  m. 

July  17. — From  8  to  meridian:  Going  down  the  river  shelling  the 
banks. 

July  30. — Standing  down  the  river  to  protect  balloon  reconnoissance 
party  below  Fort  Powhatan. 

August  1. — At  12:45  a.  in.  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  u])on  our 
camp  at  Harrison's  Landing,  from  a  i>oint  opposite,  apparently  a  bat- 

tery of  fifteen  or  twenty  tieldpieces.  Firing  continued  until  2  a.  ni. 
and  was  responded  to  by  some  of  our  gunboats. 

August  2. — Off  Goggins  Point.  At  10:15  p.  m.  three  steamers  made 
a  landing  at  Cole's  Point.  Sent  our  boat  and  ascertained  that  four 
companies  had  been  landed  as  a  precautionary  movement  to  throw  out 
pickets  around  the  clearing  made  during  the  day. 

August  16. — At  6  a.  m.  all  troops  and  canal  boats  left  Coggins  Point. 
By  8  o'clock  the  steamers,  transports,  et(*.,  connected  with  the  army, 
excepting  steamer  Kent^  had  proceeded  down  the  river,  leaving  it  en- 

tirely clear  in  front  of  Harrison's  Landing.  The  troops  on  shore  had 
marched  and  the  camp  was  evacuated.  A  few  tents  were  left  standing, 
bonfires  were  burning,  and  the  wharves,  with  one  exception,  had  been 
tired. 

Abftraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Wachnsett 

March ,?,  ld6J2. — Ship  put  in  commission,  navy  yard,  Charles  town, 
Mass. 

March  16. — Anchored  in  Hampton  Beads. 
April  5. — Meridian  to  4:  Standing  up  York  Biver  at  half  speed. 

Opened  fire  in  company  with  the  gunboat  Marblehead  on  what  was 
reported  to  be  a  telegraph  station  in  communication  with  York  town. 
Fired  from  this  ship  three  Xl-inch  15-second  shell  and  two  SOpounder 
Dahlgren  rifle  percussion  shell.  At  2:40  came  to  with  port  anchor  in 
7  fathoms  water  outside  of  long  rifle  range  fron.  and  in  full  sight  of  the 
fortifications  at  Yorktown  ana  Gloucester  Point.  Several  batteries 
looking  to  the  eastward  of  Gloucester  Point  reported  by  Lieutenant 
Nicholson.  Heard  repeated  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  road  from 
Hampton. 

April  6. — At  10:30  a.  m.  hove  up  anchor.  At  11  went  to  quarters, 
steamed  up  toward  Yorktown,  fired  two  shell  from  each  pivot  gun  and 
one  from  rifle  on  forecastle  at  the  point  believed  to  have  a  masked  bat- 

tery located,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  with  a  certainty  its  loca- 
tion and  strength.  Marblehead  and  Penobscot  in  company  and  firing 

shell  for  same  ])urpose  at  same  point.  At  1:40  p.  m.,  in  answer  to  a 
shell  from  the  Marblehea^j  a  masked  gun  was  discharged,  followed  by 
another  soon  after,  at  this  ship,  which  unmasked  their  battery  to  us. 
The  object  being  gained,  the  vessels  inimediately  withdrew.  The  range 
of  the  enemy's  guns  was  found  to  be  far  in  excess  of  our  guns.  At  1:50 
dispatched  the  Currituck  via  Shipping  Point  with  a  communication  to 
General  McClellan. 

April  9, — New  batteries  of  long-range  guns  have  shown  themselves 
above  those  unmasked  by  us  on  the  6th. 

April  12. — From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Proceeded  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
making  observations  of  the  enemy's  coast  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
major-general,  the  Penobscot  in  company.  At  10 :  30  got  underway  and 
cleared  for  action  intending  to  proceed  nj)  the  river  and  shell  some 
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orkK  of  tbe  enemy  in  process  of  ooDHtruction,  tlie  Marblthmd  and 

'enobncot  iii  cumpaiiy.  Having  discovered  sigualiiig  on  the  enemy's 
!oa8t,aud  supposing  it  intended  to  give  information  of  out'  movemeuts, 
e  abandoned  tlie  plan  and  stwHl  in  toward  an  anchorage. 

Ajtril  II. — At  1:30  p.  m.  tlie  gunboats  I'anliee,  Mnrhlehcad,  and 
I'enobsiot  got  underway  and  conimeuced  slielliug  tLewoods  where  num- 

bers of  men  Iiad  been  seen  supposed  to  be  throwing  up  works.  At 
L':3II  we  slipped  and  JotDed  the  other  vessels.  At  ̂ i: 30  sent  a  boat  to 
sound  neiir  the  enemy's  coaat.  At  4  stopped  firing.  U.  8.  S.  Sehago 
arrived.  The  Marblehcad,  being  in  vant  of  itasistance,  signalized  to  the 
Penobscot  to  go  to  her.  From  G  to  8 :  The  rebel  batteries  opened  fire  on 
the  Penobsvot  and  Marblehcad,  wliile  the  Penobscot  was  towing  off  the 
Marblekead,  she  being  grounded.  They  returned  the  fire  as  also  the 
Anacostia.  Fired  5  Xl-ioch  sliell,  1  XI  inch  incendiary  shell,  i  30- 
pounder  Uotclikiss  time  shell,  4  20-pouuder  Hotchktss  time  shell,  2 
30-pouuder  Dahlgren  percussiuu  shell,  1  20  [wnnder  Dahlgren  ])erc4is- 
sion  shell. 

April  15. — At  II: 30  a.m.  Geuenil  McOlellau  and  suite  came  on 
board.  The  Anacostia  and  Scbago  fired  at  Gloucester  Point  to  picveii^i 
them  from  extending  their  works.  At  10 :  30  p.  m  the  Anaatstia  cou  ■■ 
meuced  tiring  at  Gloucester  Point  and  continued  one  hour.  Three  tnga 
arrived  with  a  number  of  barges  and  pontoons  in  tow. 

April  10. — At  2  a.  m.  the  Anacostia  got  underway,  proceeded  up  the 
river,  and  fired  six  I'ounds  at  the  enemy's  forti&cations.  From  S  U> 
meridian :  The  Sebago  got  underway, stood  up  the  river,  and  shelled  the 
tHitteries  near  Yorktown.    The  enemy  returned  her  fire  from  two  large 
Qed  guns,  making  line  practice.  The  Sebago  threw  a  shell  occasion- 

ally to  prevent  the  enemy  from  extending  their  works.  From  0  to  8: 
The  firing  on  shore  stopped  at  dark.  At  11  and  midnight  the  tkbago 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy, 

April  iT'.-r-Meridian  to  4  p.  m:  The  water  buttery  and  largo  rifled  gun 
near  Yorktowu  opened  on  Wormley's  Greek,  At  1 :  30  the  large  rifled 
gun  opened  on  this  ship,  liriug  four  rtmnds,  short  of  us  from  300  to  4tH> 

yards.  At  2:40  got  underway  and  shifted  ship's  berth  out  of  lau^e  of 
the  oneuiy'B  guns.  At  9:30  the  Sebago  got  underway  and  at  intervals 
threw  shells  at  the  enemy's  works. 

.April  3S. — The  Penobscot  got  underway  at  2  a,  ni.  and  fired  one  shell 
at  the  enemy.  At  10:40  the  ̂ arfiie/tearf  proceeded  up  the  river  and 

tire<l  three  shell  at  the  enemy's  breastworks. 
April  30. — At  (i :  30  n.  m,  saw  a  small  boat  crossing  the  river  with  one 

.man  in  it.  Fired  a  stand  of  grape  at  it  and  lowered  a  boat,  bronght 
the  man,  an  Indian,  on  board.  From  4  to  0:  The  Scbngo  proceeded  up 
'the  river  and  fired  eight  shell  at  the  enemy's  batteries.  At  7 ;  30  p.  m. 

ecnt  4  officers,  1  sergeant,  3  mariuea  with  an  armed  boat's  crew  ashore  ̂  to  arrest  some  people  supposed  to  be  iji  communication  with  the  enemy. 
At  11:05  our  boat  returned,  having  succeeded  in  their  attempt,  and 

brought  ott' three  men. 
Ai>ril  ̂ 1. — Sebago  and  Gurritucjc  firc<l  at  the  enemy, 
April  5P. — Penobscot,  Sebago,  and  Marbkkead  fired  at  the  enemy  near 
orktowu. 

April  i'V. — Sebago  ran  up  the  liver  and  lired  on  some  fortifications  t 

rebels  were  erecting  on  Gloucester  Point.  Penobscot  went  up  the  rf" and  fired  at  the  enemy. 
April  i'5. — At  1:.!0  p  m,  ̂ [arnt^tn:a  opened  fire  on  the  enemy. 
April  £0, — Maratanzn  and  Sebago  fired  on  the  enemy. 
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April  27, — The  Sebago  moved  uj)  toward  the  rebel  batteries  and  threw 
a  number  of  shell,  some  of  which  landed. 

April  28. — Corwin  fired  into  the  woods  near  Minor's  house.  Heavy 
firing  heard  in  the  direction  of  Yorktown. 

April  29. — Marblehead  and  Maratanza  fired  on  the  enemy.  At  2 :  10 
p.  m.  one  of  the  enemy's  side-wheel  steamers  seen  coming  out  of  York 
River;  she  came  to  at  the  lower  wharf  (Yorktown  Landing).  At  2:25 
the  Maratanza  got  underway  in  obedience  to  ̂ signal,  stood  lor  her,  and 
opened  fire.  At  3  the  Sebago  got  underway  and  threw  some  shell  with 

ett'ect  into  the  enemy's  camp.  At  3:35  the  Marantaza  returned  and 
anchored,  and  at  4  the  Seba^go  returned.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  saw  a  side- 
wheel  steamer  off  Yorktown. 

April  30, — Commander  W.  Smith  reported  on  board  to  take  command. 
May  1. — The  enemy's  water  battery  threw  a  few  shell  in  the  direction 

of  our  encampment.  Heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's 
encampment. 

May  2. — From  8  to  midnight:  During  the  first  part  heavy  firing  heard 
from  our  batteries  and  those  of  the  enemy  on  shore  in  the  direction  of 
Yorktown. 

May  3, — Marblehead  ran  up  the  river  and  fired  on  the  enemy. 
May  4. — At  7  a.  m.  discovered  the  national  flag  flying  over  a  battery 

near  Yorktown.  At  7 :  40  received  a  dispatch  from  General  McClellan, 
stating  that  Yorktown  was  in  x>ossession  of  the  national  forces.  At 
8:30  got  underway  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet  and  steamed  up  the  river 
toward  Yorktown.  Sent  the  second  cutter  ashore  with  Master  White- 

head to  hoist  the  Union  flag  on  Gloucester  Point;  he  did  so  and 
returned  to  the  ship.  The  Corwin  and  Currituck  proceeded  up  the 
river.  The  Maratanza  went  up  a  short  distance  and  returned  with  a 
rebel  schooner.  At  11:15  sent  second  cutter  ashore  with  Lieutenant 
Fleming  and  a  guard  of  marines  to  occupy  Gloucester  Point.  At  G :  10 
p.  ni.  got  underway  and  dropi)ed  down  the  river  nearer  Gloucester 
Point.  At  9  the  ISebago  returned  to  her  anchorage  with  a  prize  schooner. 
At  9  the  second  cutter  returned  from  Gloucester  Point  with  our  marines, 
the  oflicer  in  charge  having  delivered  the  forts  to  Colonel  Stryker.  In 
the  forts  at  Gloucester  were  the  following  pieces  of  ordnance,  all  spiked: 
In  the  fort  on  the  heights:  Bifled  guns,  — ;  Dahlgrenguns,  IX-inch, — ,• 
42  pounder  carronades,  — ;  32  pounder  27  cwt.,  — .  In  the  water  bat- 

tery, — .  In  the  batteries  were  found  abundance  of  shot,  grape,  and 
unloaded  shell.  The  ammunition,  or  part,  had  been  poured  into  the 
wells  inside  the  works.  But  few  arms  were  found,  and  those  of  the 
poorest  kind,  fowling  pieces  generally.  In  the  water  battery  were  three 
furnaces  for  heating  shot;  they  had  been  filled  with  shot  and  left;  some 
of  the  shot  were  hot  when  Lieutenant  Fleming  took  possession. 

May  7, — Off  West  Point.  At  1:15  p.  m.  went  to  quarters  and  fired 
six  shell  from  Xl-inch  guns  and  some  from  rifled  guns.  Drove  the 
enemy  who  ha<l  attacked  General  Franklin  from  their  position.  A  large 
number  of  trooi)S  arrived. 
May  17. — At  6 :46  a,  m.  Captain  Shuttleworth  and  a  i)latoon  of  marines 

from  the  U.  S.  8.  Minnesota  came  on  board.  At  7:30  the  flag-otticer 
came  on  board  and  hoisted  his  flag.  From  8  to  meridian :  1 1  ove  up  anchor 
and  started  up  James  Biver  with  the  flag-officer  on  board  iu  com])any 
with  the  Susquehanna  J  Dacotah^  and  Maratanza,  At  10  the  flag-officer 
went  ou  board  the  Susquehanna,  At  10:30  went  to  quarters  and  cast 
loose  the  battery.  At  12: 20  commenced  firing  from  this  ship  at  the 
batteries  ou  shore.    There  being  no  return,  sent  the  gig  and  second 
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■cutter  witli  n)ariue»  to  laud.  Found  the  works  abandoned.  Tlie  boats 
retnrued.  Stood  down  the  river  nutil  we  passed  tUu  liajrBbip,  wlicu  we  . 

lirere  ordered  to  proceed  up  the  river  to  Jamestown  aud  City  Point. 

I  May  lU. — Off'  City  I'oiiit.  At  i  p.  in.  discovcrt'd  that  the  second 
Icntter,  which  went  ashore  at  3  o'<^l(K;k,  was  fired  upon,  lu  the  boat 
r  were  AsHistant  Siirgeon  Slocitm,  be  haviufj  gone  to  viBit  and  prescribe 
for  a  sick  lady  ashore,  Chief  Engineer  Baker,  Assistant  Payniaat«r 
Stockwell,  First  Lieutenant  I>o  Fonl,  U.  S.  Signal  Corps,  and  Acting 

Master's  Mate  iUmy,  in  charge  of  tlie  boat.  lanneJiately  sent  the  gig 
with  Lieutenant  Charle:^  K.  Fleming  and  second  launch  with  Master 
Whitehead  to  their  relief.  Tlia  Maratanza  and  Monitor  got  underway 

aud  thi'ow  their  stiells  on  shore.  The  gig  soon  alter  returned  towing 
the  second  cutter  with  the  bodies  of  Acting  Ma8tei''8  Mate  Thomas 
Alniy  and  Willis  P.  Pierce,  seaman,  killwl,  and  Henry  Johnson,  seaman, 
John  Close,  seaman,  and  Charles  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  seriously 
Wounded ;  Benjamin  Dexter,  ordinary  seaman,  unhurt.  Beiyamin  Dex- 

ter reports  that  the  officers  aud  five  of  the  crew  landed,  and  while  the 

others  were  shoving  the  boat  oil'  tliey  were  fired  upon  by  fltteen  or 
twenty  meTi.  Sent  the  hrst  launch  ashore  with  a  howitzer  under  com- 

mand of  Lieutenant  Fleming.  Sent  for  the  surgeons  of  the  Gtdetia  and 
Monitor  to  attend  the  wounded.  The  Aroostook  returutd  at  7;  her 
commander  came  on  board  with  his  surgeon,  At  7 :  30  the  launches 
returned,  bringing  off  Isaac  Itevin,  ordinary  seaman,  one  of  the  second 
cutter's  crew.  The  officers  of  tlie  launches  report  that  the  information 
gained  ashoreconfirms  the  reportof  Benjamin  Dester,  and,  in  addition, 
that  the  attacking  party  were  Georgians;  they  made  prisoners  of  those 
who  bad  landed  and  attacked  the  boat.  They  retreated  toward  Peters- 

burg with  their  prisoners.  They  also  learned  that  a  body  of  men  had 
been  lurking  in  the  vicinity  for  some  days.  The  prisoners  were  theutH- 
cers  named,  with  the  exception  of  Master's  Mate  Almy  and  Thomas 
Green,  coxswain,  John  Nicholas,  seaman,  John  O'Mealy,  landsman,  John 
Bruue,  ordinary  seaman,  Frank  Cousen,  ordinary  seaiuan. 

May  20. — At  0  a.  m.  discovered  a  flag  of  truce  on  the  wharf;  sent  a 
bout  to  the  Monitor,  rctiuesting  her  to  cover  the  landing  of  our  boat  to 
ascertain  the  object  of  the  dag.    Ou  landing  the  officer  said  he  had  dis- 

patches from  General  lluger  to  Commander  Smith  and  would  wait  a 
reply.    Boat  returned  on  board  with  said  dispatches,  from  which  we 
learned  ttiat  our  missing  officers  and  men  were  prisoners  at  Pelersburg. 
Iloat  went  on  shore  again  uuder  a  flag  of  trucu  with  dispatches  from 
Commander  Smith  and  elothingtur  our  ofiicersund  men  at  Petersburg. 

June  S. — At  11  Commander  J.  V,  GilHs  took  command, 
■ftmeii. — At  12  m.  this  ship  and  the  Maratanza  got  underway  and 

fttiind  down  the  river.    At  a  place  known  as  Watklns  farm  we  were 
fin  <l  upon  with  muskets;  lire  of  the  enemy  returned  with  small  anus, 
Seeing  some  contrabands  a  slmrt  distance  below,  they  were  hailed  and 

I  linked  where  the  enemy's  pickets  were  and  hnw  many  of  them.    Tbo 
'  r<  ply  was  they  numbered  about  3<Kl,  and  they  were  in  the  woods  a  short 
distaneu  from  the  river.    At  1 :  3U  came  to  anchor  off  Turkey  Island. 

J  live  17. — Off  City  I'oint.    At  9:45  a,  m.a  body  of  the  enemy  o{>eued 
lire  III  the  fleet  with  infantry  and  artillery  from  near  City   I'oint. 
Made  signal,  got  a  spring  on  the  cable,  beat  to  quarters,  and  tired  three 
Clinch  shrapnel  and  seventeen  shell  at  the  enemy.    The  Galena  got 

I  underway  and  took  jiosilion  in  the  mouth  of  the  Appomattox  Kiver. 
June  an. — Commander  T.  A.  Jenkins  tooli  command. 
Jvlji  I. — .lames  Kiver,     At  11:10  got  underway  and  stood  dowu 

I  toward  Old  Poiut  aud  from  there  up  James  Kiver.    At  1  called  all 
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^ands  to  quarters  and  trained  the  forward  pivot  gun  on  tlio  ])ort  side 
and  the  after  one  on  the  starboard  side.  At  3  came  to  anchor  oft* 
Hardy's  [Harden's]  Bluff.  At  3:30  got  out  the  first  launch,  the  gig, 
and  the  second  cutter;  had  them  manned  with  an  armed  crew,  the 
howitzer  in  the  launch.  Acting  Master  Tallman  in  charge  of  the  gig, 
Acting  Master  Kemble  in  charge  of  the  cutter,  and  Lieutenant  Fleming 
having  direction  of  the  expedition.  At  4  p.  m.  the  boats  left,  the  ship 
to  cooperate  with  the  same  number  of  boats  from  the  steamer  Dacofahj 
the  object  of  the  force  being  to  protect  Lieutenant  Selfridge  and  men, 
who  were  detailed  to  destroy  some  heavy  guns  abandoned  by  the  rebels 
when  they  evacuated  the  works  on  the  bluff.    At  8  the  boats  returned. 

July  2. — Boats  with  armed  crews  ashore  cooperating  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  guns  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 

July  3. — At  6 :  30  a.  m.  boats  again  went  ashore  to  destroy  guns.  At 
2  p.  m,  boats  returned  and  Lieutenant  Fleming  reports  the  expedition 
successful,  having  rendered  unfit  for  service  thirteen  guns  by  blowing 
off  the  trunnions  and  cascabels  and  otherwise  rendering  them  useless. 

July  6\ — At  9  a.  m.  the  first  launch,  gig,  and  second  cutter,  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Fleming,  went  on  shore  at  Jamestown  Island  to  destroy 
the  guns  left  there  by  the  euemy.  At  2  p.  m.  boats  returned  to  the 
ship.  At  5  the  armed  boats  again  leit  the  ship  to  finish  the  destruction 
of  the  guns  asj^ore.  Lieutenant  Fleming  reported  the  destruction  of 
ten  guns  on  Jamestewn  Island  and  on  the  mainland  across  the  creek 
opi)osite. 

July  7. — At  9:45  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Fleming  went  on  shore  with  the 
first  launch,  gig,  and  second  cutter,  with  armed  crews,  to  destroy  the 
guns  in  the  batteries  on  the  mainland  opposite  Hog  Island.  At  8  p.  m. 
they  returned  to  the  ship.  Lieutenant  Fleming  rej)orts  that  they  found 
three  large  guns  a  mile  back  from  the  forts,  which  they  rendered  use- 

less; also  the  burning  of  the  gun  carriages  and  slides,  and  that  they 
threw  about  200  solid  shot  inte  WiUiamsburg  Creek  [Achershape 
Creek  !] 

July  26, — At  1;15  a.  m.  discovered  a  light,  apparently  a  vessel  on 
fire,  near  us.  Beat  to  quarters  immediately  and  sent  the  second  cutter 
and  tug,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Babcock,  to  ascertain  the  facts.  At 
1 :  45  he  returned  and  reported  the  schooner  Louisa  Eeetl,  of  Now  York, 
on  fire.  She  had  been  boarded  by  the  rebels,  her  captain  taken  out, 
and  the  vessel  set  fire  te.  This  he  learned  from  the  remainder  of  her 
crew,  who  were  in  her  boat.  Mr.  Babcock  ordered  her  second  anchor  to 
be  let  go  to  keep  her  in  the  same  position,  and  also  learning  that  she 
had  powder  on  boiird  thought  it  proper  to  leave  her.  The  schooner 

was  said  to  be  laden  with  damaged  grain.  Six  of  the  burned  schooner's 
crew  on  board  under  surveillance.  Two  men  said  to  come  from  Peters- 

burg were  sent  to  headquarters  and  the  burned  schooner's  crew  to  the 
provost-marshal  with  a  statement  of  their  evidence. 

A^(ffU8t  3, — Sent  the  tugs  Alert  and  Baler  up  river  to  assist  in  get- 
ting the  SouthfieUl  afioat.  At  G:40  p.  m.  observed  firing  in  the  direc- 
tion but  above  City  Point.  The  Galena  signalized  to  us  that  the  enemy 

were  firing  at  the  Southfield. 
August  12, — At  12:15  firing  commenced  from  our  gunboats  at  the 

rebel  shore;  beat  to  quarters.    Firing  ceased  at  1. 
August  18. — At  10  a.  m.  the  Satellite  commenced  shelling  the  woods 

in  the  direction  of  Ooggins  Point.  At  11  saw  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry 
and  artillery  on  Coggins  Point.  The  Oetiesee  while  on  her  way  to  attju^k 
them  got  aground.    At  1:10  p.m.  the  JSonovia  \mssed  down  to  shell 



Ifclio  woods  oil  the  sotitti  bank  at  Ooggtua  I'oint.     At  1:30  the  fiiini: 
■  ceitMcd. 

^1  affiut  S8. — Tug  -1  lert,  ordered  to  go  up  river  and  get  iiii  anchor  left 
beliiiid,  was  fired  into  by  ritlemeti.    Tlio  tag  repiied  by  firing  five  or 
Bis  shell  intothein.    The  Soittkfield  and  Monitor  weut  to  her  uosistance^ 

-.bat  sooD  eame  back. 

Abitnwl  log  of  Ulb  it.  B.  a,  Wbitehead. 

April  10,  ISCiS. — Captured  in  the  Nowbegnii  Creek,  North  Cai-oliaiti 
I  the  8(;liooiier8  Comet,  J.  J.  Critteiuleii,  and  sloop  America. 

April  11. — Stood  baek  to  the  [Dismal  Swanip|  Clonal  and  sent  an 
armed  boat  with  otliers  of  the  deet  to  reuonnoiter. 

Aiirit  19. — At  S  a.  in.  got  underway  and  steamed  with  otherx  of  the 
fleet  up  the  Pasquotank  River.  Fired  three  10-aecund  shell  into  tlw 
town.  At  11  brought  up  at  the  barricade.  Engaged  iu  removing 

jObsti'uctions.     Heard  heavy  tiring  up  the  river. 
[    April  :i3. — Sent  an  armed  boat  and  ten  men  ashore  to  aM^ist  iu  lilliog 

Inp  Ihe  canal. 
May  19. — Prom  8  to  meridian :  Proceeded  iu  company  with /iMno/iifieft 

n  .1  blockade  built  in  advance  of  a  battery.    Made  a  hue  last  to  oao 
■end  of  the  chain   which  etretchcd  acrosH  the  river  [Chowan  River, 
^lorth  Ciirolina].    Cast  loose  the  chain  and  at  2  p.  m.  had  succeeded  in 
towing  the  barricade  of  timber  and  trees  out  of  the  way.     Passeil 

Itlirough  and  made  fast  to  the  upper  barricade,  and  swung  that  around 
■siso  so  that  wo  could  pass  through.    Continued  on  up  river;  entered 
I  the  Blaekwater  Branch  and  ran  up  to  the  third  blockade,  consisting  of 
three  sunken  schooners.     Sent  a  boat  to  take  sonndings,  alter  which 
we  returned  down  the  river.    Ant-hored  a  mile  below  Winton. 

May  SO, — Entered  a  creek  leading  to  Catesville,  |N.  0.|  Proceeded 
up  the  creek  until  A  p.  m.,  when,  the  streum  being  very  narrow  and 
intricate,  sent  a  boat  with  armed  crew  up  the  river,  who  retunifd  down 
the  river  with  a  schooner  whicjh  they  captured.  Proceeded  dowu  the 
creek  followed  by  the  schoouer  Eugenia,  of  Edenton, 

May  31. — Ran  down  a  creek  into  the  Chowan  River,  Came  to  anchor 
near  the  western  {«i>ntheru?{  shore  of  Virginia.  Senta  boat  with  eight 
anticd  men  up  a  creek  in  C'Ompaay  with  boats  fm\a  the  Jtundihack.  At 
6  p.  m.  the  Ixials  with  a  schooner  appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the  cre«k. 
At  8:;!0  prize  schooner  Winter  IShrut,  loaded  with  salt  lish,  ran  along- 

side and  left  onr  boat  and  crew. 

May  23. — At  4:30  a.  m.  a  sloop  was  discovered  at  anchor  a  short  dis- 
tance down  the  river;  raTi  down  near  her,  boarded,  and  fonnd  hoi- 

loaded  with  salt.  Took  her  as  a  xirize;  she  proved  to  be  the  JiUa  IK, 
of  Norfolk. 

JnneS. — Proce^led  slowly  up  the  river  a  short  distance  and  (lri*d 
three  S-second  shell  into  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  Winton,  [N.  C], 
as  we  had  been  informed  that  a  battery  of  lieldpieces  had  been  placed 
there.  There  was  no  reply  to  oar  lire  by  the  enemy.  Itari  into  the 

Albemarle  Sound  abreast  of  Edenton  Bay,  and  returned  up  1' 
Chowan  River  and  anchori'd  at  T  p.  m. 
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CONWJBliyiBlTlAJTlB:  RKPORTS  -AJ^X>  CORRJffiSFON'DIGN'CIC. 

Letter  from  Douglds  F,  Forrent^  esq.y  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States^  suggesting  a  field  of  operations  for  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia. 

Strictly  confidential.]  Navy  Dock  Yards, 
Oosportj  Va.y  February  J2^,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  no  other  object  in  addressing  you  than  the  good  of  my 
country.  To  promote  its  welfare,  I  would  cheerfully  incur  all  risks  of 
misconstruction.  I  will  not  offer  any  apology  for  any  apparent  lack  of 
modesty  in  thus  seeking  to  occupy  your  attention.  I  only  pray  you, 
for  our  dear  country's  sake,  to  listen  patiently  while  I  unfold  my  ideas, 
for  I  would  not  pretend  to  have  matured  a  plan.  It  may  be  chimerical, 
it  may  be  impracticable  under  existing  circumstances,  of  which  I  am 
not  advised.  God  grant  it  may  be  feasible,  be  approved  of  you,  and 
result  to  the  great  good  of  our  nation. 

Our  ironclad  frigate  Virginia  will  be  ready  for  service  in  a  few  days. 
How  and  where  can  she  be  most  efficient  f 

Norfolk  and  this  great  naval  depot  are  now  threatened  by  the 
enemy.  A  glance  at  the  diagram  of  the  harbor  will  convince  you  that 
the  batteries  already  completed  and  now  nearly  finished  are  amply 
sufficient  to  repel  attack  in  this  qnarter.  The  Virginians  services  are 
not  essential  here.  It  seems  to  be  the  universal  and  intelligent  belief 
that  Suffolk  is  the  heel  of  this  Achilles,  and  the  concentration  of  our 
foes  at  Newport  News  indicates  that  they  are  not  ignorant  or  careless 
of  the  fact.  If  the  Virginia  is  to  be  used  to  thwart  them,  she  must 
reach  the  mouth  of  the  Nansemond.  To  reach  it  she  has  her  choice  of 
two  channels.  The  northern  is  believed  to  bo  obstructed,  and  is  under 
the  guns  of  the  Newport  News  battery.  The  southern  just  admits  of 
her  passage,  both  guarded  by  a  large  naval  force,  consisting  in  part  of 
the  frigates  Cumberland^  Congress^  Minnesota j  and  Roanoke^  ten  gun- 

boats, and  the  ironclad  Ericsson  battery  [Monitor]  with  her  armament 
of  X-inch  guns.  It  is  more  than  probable,  too,  that  the  enemy  have 
laid  submarine  batteries  to  destroy  her.  These  are  no  common  dangers, 
no  despicable  foes;  overwhelmed  by  such  odds,  can  she  hope  to  effect 
anything,  and  can  she  ever  expect  to  escape  them?  The  projected 
combined  attack  upon  the  Newport  News  battery  has  been  abandoned, 
and  the  Virginia  seems  occupationless,  a  harbor  defense,  and  super- 

numerary at  that. 
The  whole  land  is  shrouded  in  gloom.  The  nation  is  weeping  over 

the  disgrace  at  Boanoke,  the  disaster  at  Donelson.  The  Old  World 
withdraws  its  almost  extended  hand,  our  enemies  are  jubilant.  Some 
brilliant  achievement,  a  victory,  a  glorious  sacrifice,  even,  would  give 
pulse  to  the  people's  heart.    If  Norfolk  falls,  Virginia  may  l)e  overrun. 
Why  may  not  the  Virginia  defend  this  pla(!e  in  the  waters  of  the 

Potomac  t 
If  she  should  steam  up  to  Washington,  would  not  this  excite  the 

admiration  of  the  world?  To  Washington,  the  capital  of  the  United 
States.  This,  and  the  use  that  might  be  made  of  her  on  the  Potomac, 
recommends  the  scheme.  That  it  would  be  entirely  unlocked  for  is 
nnother  reason  why  it  should  be  adopted.  Once  there,  might  not  a 
diversion  be  effected  in  favor  of  Norfolk,  and  would  not  a  blow  have 
been  struck  at  the  vitals  of  the  war? 

I  have  comfietent  naval  authority  for  the  statements  I  am  about  to 
make. 

N  w  K— voj,  7   47 
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The  Bliiji,  nudur  uover  of  a  dark  night,  with  a  favorable  tide,  conid, 

wiihontdmibt,f*teiil  past  Old  Point.  The  s2;aijbo&t»  ft'aleigh  &ud  ftean/ort, 
having  liiRli-prossiire  endues,  would  be  towed.  With  thin  liiudraii«« 
losgioed, shewonld  probably  make  10  kiKits,  for  the curreutniusfl knots 
at  lliat  point.  If  the  attempt  were  discovered,  which  is  not  likely,  it 
I'onlil  hardly  be  Irustrated.  The  ease  with  which  the  Pensamla  and 
other  vessels,  not  ironclsul,  liave  rnii  the  gantlet  of  the  Potomac  bat- 

teries seems  to  justify  this  opinion.  It'  piirsned,  she  need  not  fire  a 
gan.  and  if  hard  pressed,  might  sink  her  pursuers  with  her  stern  ̂ ii 
anil  hold  on  her  course.  In  less  than  forty-eight  hours  Rhe  could  reach 
11  point  eveu  beyond  our  Kvaiixport  batteries,  provided  she  arrived  at  tfae 
Kettle  Bottom  Hats  at  top  of  high  water.  There  is  said  to  l>e  21  feet  tt 
iucliea  of  water  ut  this  bar.  It  would  not  bedifticult  to  procure  a  good 

J'olnmac  T>ilot,  thoroughly  conversant  witli  the  channel  and  the  tide. 
:Tho  Minnenola,  drawiug  'Jl  feet,  and  the  Columbus  74  \'2i\  tloatcd  over 
this  bar.  The  Virtfinia  now  draws  '2'J  feet  6  inches,  having  been  loaded 
with  many  tous  of  pig  iron  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  her  to  this  water 
line.  This  ballast,  arranged  as  an  additional  defense  to  her  submerged 
bow  and  stern,  could  easily  be  transferred  to  the  tugs,  her  escort.  This 
weiglit  removed,  and  tlie  coal  and  provisions  consumed  in  the  trip, 
would,  it  is  thoDght,  reduce  her  draft  eveu  to  111  feet.  Unce  over,  what 

grand  results  might  not  beiK'Coinplished !  The  shipping  in  the  Potomac 
might  be  taken  and  destroyed.  But  greater  things  than  that  might  be 

eft'ected.  The  stafl's  of  generals,  the  clerks  of  Departments,  not  being 
made  prl%'y  to  the  scheme,  the  commander  of  the  expedition  himself 
weighing  anchor  with  sealed  orders,  General  .lohnston  and  tieneral 
Holmes  being  alone  iu  council,  my  honor  as  a  gentleman  being  pledged 
to  my  secrecy,  thecuemy  would  never  learn  anything  about  it  until  the 
blow  had  been  struck.  Then  whiitconaternation  at  Washington!  We 
might  cross  into  Maryland  under  her  guns  and  the  Kvansitort  batteries, 

root  Sickles'  command,  iind.  aided  by  the  loyal  people  of  (Jbarle-i  and 
Prince  (ieorge's,  |Md,J, march  wherever  we  were  needed.  The  ramina- 
nication  with  Virginia  mighttwniaiutainedagaiustalmostaiiy  force  by 
our  ironclad  fi-igate  and  the  batteriea.  Traiisiwrtatiou  and  provisions 
would  flow  in  a  steady  tide  firom  the  fertile  counties,  and  lower  Mary- 

land rejoicing  in  her  hope  long  deferred  now  at  last  gloriously  realized. 
Onr  ple<lge  of  aid  reclaimed,  Marylandera  would  spring  to  their  impa- 

tient iirms,  eager  to  regain  their  birthright  and  glory.  Maryland 

arouse<l,  the  "Grand  Army"  would  soon  be  cut  ofi'  from  cominunioa- tions.  Washington  would  fall,  but  the  Grand  Army  might  not  retreat. 
The  Viriflnia  can  find  water  enough  to  Greenleaf  Point,  near  the 
arsenal.  Here  she  would  comman<l  the  Long  Bridge  and  the  enemy 
would  lie  compelled  to  cross  iu  its  retreat  opposite  Georgetown.  This 
would  have  tolw  done  in  face  of  our  victorious  troops,  for  I  have  sup- 

posed that  General  Johnston  would  advance  upon  these  hirelings  and 
drive  lliein  from  their  works.  The  enemy  Btorme<l  Douelson;  wliymtw 
we  not  attack  triiem  in  their  entrenchments  T  The  boom  of  the  Virginia'g 
guns  being  explained  to  the  troops  as  they  marcheil  to  the  attack,  they 
would  be  inapirwl  with  desperate,  with  hopeful  courage.  The  enemy, 
weakened  by  detachments,  comjiused  in  large  jiart  of  raw  levies,  tui 
army  of  tyros  (the  veterans  being  with  Halleck  and  Uitrnside  nnd 
tirant),  and  terrlHed  by  a  flre  tn  their  rear,  would  fade  away  before 
men  iin|>elled  by  every  noble  mntive,  every  manly  hope,  coulident  in 
their  dis<:ipline.  their  leiulcrs,  tlicir  valor,  and  their  generals. 

My  enlliusiiisiii  has  cairied   me  iilready  beyond  llie  bounds  of  the 
itrobable,     t  will  not.  therefore,  detain  yon  with  my  pictiiringx  rudely 
imned. 



NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        739 

As  to  the  difficulty  opposing  Fort  Washington:  She  is  doubtless 
unprovided  with  rifled  or  heavy  ordnance,  for  an  attack  by  ships  from  our 
people  is  an  idea  they  have  never  dreamed  of,  and  they  will  not  imagine 
the  Virginia  is  a  foe.  If  they  have,  the  perfectly  legitimate  marine 
ruse  of  hoisting  the  Federal  flag  might  be  adopted,  or  the  night  chosen 
for  the  run.  Moreover,  attacked  in  the  rear  by  our  troops,  it  would 
soon  yield  to  a  combined  attack.  If,  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  our 
numbers,  the  character  of  the  roads,  or  the  lack  of  transportation,  an 
advance  is  impossible,  at  least  the  navy  yard,  arsenal,  and  Presideut's 
house  might  be  laid  in  ruins  and  the  shipping  in  the  Potomac  destroyed. 

Pardon  me,  your  Excellency,  for  detaining  you  so  long  with  a  scheme 
which  may,  in  the  light  of  your  greater  knowledge  of  facts  and  abler 
synthesis,  seem  puenle.  Acquit  me  of  the  vulgar  wish  to  be  in  com- 

munication with  the  great.  Believe  me,  I  only  write  because  I  think  I 
have  an  idea,  and  I  would  not,  I  dare  not,  refuse  to  obey  the  call  of 
duty — it  may  be  of  our  country's  God — to  put  it  in  motion,  to  give  it 
life.  God  grant  his  blessing  to  this  very  humble  effort  made  to  restore 
peace  to  our  country. 

I  will  carry  this  to  Richmond  myself.  If  yon  desire  to  see  me  to 
learn  more  fully  what  I  have  sought  at  such  length  to  demonstrate,  I 
shall  obey  your  summons  at  the  Spottswood  until  day  after  to-morrow 
(Monday.)  If  this  rumor  of  an  advance  at  GentreviUe  is  correct,  I 
would  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  advise  me  of  it,  in  order 
that  I  may  cut  short  my  leave  and  join  the  Army. 

I  am  informed  by  my  father  to-day  that  he  has  been  reliably  informed 
that  the  Fricsson  batter}^  [Monitor]^  is  not,  nor  ever  has  been,  in  the 
roads.    This  news  has  just  been  received. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  would  say  that  this  plan  in  the  outline  occurred 
to  my  father  when  the  Virginia  first  went  into  dock. 

I  am,  your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, Douglas  F.  Forrest. 
His  Excellency  the  President. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Forrest^  C.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  McBI^ir^  C,  *S. 
Navy^  regarding  the  employment  of  the  C,  8.  sloop  Oermantoicn  for 
operations  in  Hampton  Boads. 

Commandant's  Office,  Dockyard, 
Gosport,  March  S^  1862. 

Sir  :  It  occurs  to  me  that  the  sloop  of  war  Oermantown^  mounting 
five  long  32-pounders,  with  ammunition,  etc.,  complete,  would,  if  a  crew 
of  practiced  men  were  put  on  board  and  the  ship  put  in  proper  position, 
add  very  much  to  the  Uttle  squadron  about  to  engage  the  enemy.  She 
could  be  towed  to  a  position  near  Graney  Island  Flats  and  cooperate 
with  the  rifle  battery  in  the  event  of  the  two  ships  (the  Minnesota  and 
Roanoke)  moving  from  their  present  moorings  to  join  the  frigates  at 
Newport  News. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  tugboat  alongside  of  the  Oermnntown^ 
as  she  has  no  means  of  locomotion,  and  you  are  hereby  authorized  to 
take  as  many  men  from  the  receiving  ship  as  you  may  deem  necessary 
to  fill  up  the  crew,  as  much  additional  ammunition  as  may  be  required, 
and  proceed  down  to  that  vessel  with  a  tug,  weigh  her  anchor,  and  put 
yourself  in  readiness  to  assist  the  battery.     Your  known  valor  and 
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I  diacretioii  ure  confideutly  relied  on,  aud  1  feel  sure  you  will  tnln-  ii|)  a 
)udiciouN  positiou  and  niniataiii  it  well. 

Very  reat>e(!tfully,  F.  Forebht. 
Flag-Ogicer, 

Oaptaiii  Wm.  McBlaib. 

I'elition  /rum  tin'  ufficerK  of  Ike  C,  S.  S.  Virginia,  regiinlinij  the  iinnmanii 
iif  thill  vesnet. 

C.  B.  Steam  Battery  ViRcrwiA, 
(loaport  \Xor/olk\  liary  Yard,  March  — .  JS(i3. 

Sir  :  The  uiMiorsigned,  offleers  of  this  vessel,  respectfully  request 
tLiit,  diiniig  the  wounded  disability  of  Flag-Ofticer  Franklin  BuchaDaii, 
Lieutenant  O.  a[t  U.  Jones  may  retnaiu  in  command  of  tlie  Virtfinia. 
We  L'herish  the  hope  that  our  brave  and  ttkillfnl  commauder  in  chief 

may  very  soon  reauaume  the  i)08it{ou  he  has  8o  nobly  tilled. 
We  liiive  the  honor  to  be,  very  respecttiilly,  your  inoat  obedient  serv- 

ants, 
Charles  C  8im«», 

Jjieutenant  and  Acting  £j-ecutire  Officer. 
James  A.  asMPLK, 

Pagmaittcr,  C.  H,  Navj/, 
HuNTEE  Davidson, 

lAeuteniint,  C  8.  jfavy, 
Robert  D.  Minor, 

FUi  {i-JAeutenant. 
J.  K.  Eggleston, 

Livutcnant. 
Hon.  Stkpiien  R.  Mai.lory, 

SeiTclary  of  the  Navy. 

Jx^tlir  frimi  FUujIfffii-vr  Forrett,  C.  S.  Nary,  to  Liiulentntt-Vohnel  Cant- 
irell,  C.  a.  Army. 

March  10.  1862. 

lu  aii»wer  to  your  (lourteouB  letter*  of  the  Utli.  I  have  to  state  that 
the  gravity  of  the  iiueetious  raised  requires  that  I  should  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Meantime  I  would  Hugt.'e8t  that  your  action  be  suspende<l  temporarily, 
in  %new  of  the  imperalive  demands  upon  all  our  available  force  conse- 

quent ujwn  the  events  of  the  last  few  days. 
Very  reflpectfully.  F.  Fobrkst, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commanidant. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ed.  Cantweli., 

Civil  and  Military  Ooremor,  Department  <}/  Sor/olk, 

Order  of  Flap-Offiwr  Fnrrtiil,  C.  A'.  Xary.  1»  Midghijmiin  Gardmtr,  C.  .S, 
yary,ta  proorek  U>  the  home  of  lAfutenant  Taylve,  G.  S.yiiry,in  charge 
of  hi»  rcmainx. 

March  1(»,  18fi2. 
Ynnr  application  for  leave  to  accompany  the  ruinains  of  Lieutenant 

Tayiiw  to  Big  Lick.  RoanokeCounty,  [Va.j,  is  hereby  granted,  aud  you 
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will  say  to  his  family  and  friends  that  he  fell  gallantly  upholding  the 
honor  of  his  country's  flag  and  died  with  heroic  conii)osure. 

After  expressing  my  sympathy  with  their  bereavement,  and  attending 
to  your  sad  duties,  you  will  proceed  under  your  orders  to  Mobile  and 
report  as  directed. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  Fobuest, 

F lag-Officer  ami  Commandant. 
Midshipman  J.  M.  Gardner,  O.  S.  Navy. 

Order  of  FUig-Offieer  Forrest^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  lAeutenant  Morgan^  C.  S. 
Navyy  regarding  the  crew  of  tJie  C.  S,  S.  Virginia, 

March  10, 1862. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  receive  on  board  the  receiving  ship  the  officers 

and  crew  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  F.  Forrest, 

Flag  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Van  K.  Morgan, 

Frigate  United  States. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Forrest,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Jones,  C.  8.  Navy, 
regarding  the  officers  of  the  C.  S.  8.  Virginia. 

Commandant's  Office,  Dockyard, 
Oosport,  March  10,  1862.    • 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  transfer  the  officers  and  crew  of  your 
ship  to  the  receiving  ship  during  the  time  she  is  detained  in  dock. 

Very  respectfully, 
F.  Forrest, 

Flag-Officer  and  Commandant. 
Lieutenant  Catesby  ap  R.  Jones, 

First  lAeutenant  and  Executive  Officer,  Frigate  Virginia. 

Letter  from  Fla^- Officer  Forrest,  C.  S.  Xavy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Huger, 
C.  8.  Army,  rajarding  plans  of  operations. 

March  10, 1862. 

General  :  Herewith  I  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  •  addressed  the  Navy 
Department,  from  which  you  will  observe  that  I  concur  with  your  views 
in  general,  while  differing  in  some  particulars. 

The  difiference,  however,  can  easily  be  decided  on  discussing  the  time 
necessary  to  construct  the  ironclad  towers. 

To   stop  the  channel  with   the    Virginia  inside  would    materially 
diminish  our  aggressive  power  and  abate  the  uneasiness  of  the  enemy. 
My  letter,  however,  will  more  fully  explain  the  views  I  entertain,  and 

your  attention  to  the  copy  enclosed  will  oblige 
Your  very  obedient  servant, F.  Forrest, 

Flag- Officer  and  Commandant. 
Major-Oeneral  Hugbr, 

Cmnmanding  Department  of  Norfolk. 
*  Not  found. 
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Ur-iiort  iif  ('aplahi  Riven,  C.  iV.  Army,  rcffiirdinff  the  de/evjien  of  Rte 
inonil,  Va. 

Wae  Department,  Bmginebb  Bureau,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond,  Vii.,  March  IS,  19S2. 

BiB:  The  following  report  is  r«8|)ectfitl1y  submitted  as  a  partial  reply 
to  ttie  ruflolutiou  of  Cougreasof  February  24,  callitii;  tor  in  formation, 
surveys,  and  rejiorts  coDueeted  with  the  defenses  of  Richmond: 

In  ascending  the  .lamus  River  t1i«  defenses  consist  of — 
First.  Fort  Boykin,  J)ay^«  Xeck. —  Mounting  ten  guns;  41!-i)ounders 

aud32'pouuders;  hotshot. 

t^ecoud.  Fort  Uuger,  Hardy's  [Barden^g]  Blvff. — Mounting  thirteen 
g'uns;  one  10- inch,  coin mbiad  pattern,  ritfed,  in  barbette;  four  9-iiich 
Dahlgrens,  ritled,  in  barbette;  two  S-inch  c-olumbiads,  rifled,  in  bar- 

bette; six  hot-shot  32-i)ouiider8  ou  ship  carriages. 
Third.  Mulberry  Island  Point  Battery. — Five  IS-ponnder  gnns  in 

barbette;  two  S-iuch  columbiads  en  route;  fifteen  caaemates  building 
rapidly,  and  large  covering  work  nearly  eompleted. 

Fourth.  Jamestown  Ulantt  Batteries. — Thirteen  guns;  four  9-iDch 
Dahlgrens,  four  8-iQch  colnmbiads,  and  two  more  en  route;  five  hot- 
ohot  long  33  pounders. 

Fifth.  iJreirry's  Bluff  Battery,  coupled  with  obstructions  in  the  river, 
is  being  rapidly  eonstructed  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Mason, 
of  tbe  i'rovisional  Hugineer  Corps. 

The  first  is  completed,  while  tbe  second  and  third  are  being  rapidly 
and  intelligently  improved  with  bombproofs,  etc.,  by  Captain  Clarke, 
of  th»  Provisional  Engineer  Corps,  who  has  a  force  of  at  least  1,000 
bands. 

From  20  to  30  miles  below  City  I'oint  there  are  two  positions,  Fort 
Powhatan  and  Ivenuou's  Marshes,  which  have  been  thoroughly  exam- 

ined by  the  ablest  olticers  at  the  disposition  of  the  Department  and 
reported  to  be  good  locations  for  batteries.  If  tbey  are  placed  at  either 
of  the  above  points,  obstacles  should  be  constructed  in  connection  witJi 
them.  The  liual  and  intelligent  selection  of  a  site  can,  consequently, 
only  be  determined  by  a  thorough  hydrographic  survey. 

In  regard  t-o  the  Hiclimotid  defenses,  it  was  the  opinion  of  General 
Leadbetter  that  tbe  works  around  the  city  were  rather  near,  but  so 
much  had  been  done  at  the  time  lie  took  charge  of  them  that  he  <UreL'ted 
me,  on  leaving  for  Tennessee,  to  carry  out  the  plans  ado]>ted  by  the 
Engir)eer  Department  of  Virginia.  This  I  have  sought  to  do  with  the 
means  at  my  disposition,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  leading  works 
are  completed.  Intermediate  secondary  breastworks  could  be  thrown 
up  with  sufficient  rapidity  by  the  troops  who  are  to  defend  the  tnaiu 
works  when  there  is  occasion.  Labor  in  that  direction  at  present  would 
laeem  to  be  injudicious.  Most  of  the  works  are  cloKod,  and  those  that 
are  not  so  can  be  rapidly  protected.  DiriMitious  have  been  given  to 
drain  the  maga/.ines  thoroughly,  and,  if  ueceNsary,  to  construct  new 
ones.  There  are  but  few  guns  mounted  on  the  worka.  A  full  arma- 

ment fur  them  would  be  exceedingly  diflieult  to  procure,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  concentrating  so  many  pieces  on  a  contracted  local  dedlBnae 

would  seem  at  least  doubtful.  The  batteries  on  the  Manchester  Hills 
are  very  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  constructed,  and  a  for<;e  has  been  called 
out  to  repair  and  complete  them. 

Drewry's  Blufl",  a  moat  commanding  point,  where  tbe  James  Uiver  is Ttarrowest,  abont  7  miles  below  Ulchmoiid,  has  been  selected  as  the  best 
{Mttnt  for  a  battery,  coupled  with  ubstructions.     lu  its  immediate  vioin- 
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ity,  also,  is  a  strong  commanding  ridge,  ou  the  line  of  the  approach 
from  Petersburg  to  Richmond. 

In  regard  to  the  line  of  the  Chickahominy,  I  can  as  yet  make  no  defi- 
nite report,  although  an  oflicer  is  ou  duty  in  its  examination.  The 

recent  calls  for  engineers  by  (Fcneral  Johnston  and  others  have  left  me 
but  limited  professional  resources.  I  have  heard,  however,  that  Colonel 
Talcott,  Chief  of  the  Virginia  Engineer  Corps,  examined  this  line,  but 
did  not  think  very  favorably  of  it.  It  may,  however,  be  possible  to 
erect,  in  a  reasonable  time,  a  series  of  dams,  with  properly  constructed 
covering  works,  which  would  add  greatly  to  the  strength  of  tlie  Rich- 

mond defenses  on  the  north.  As  soon  as  the  surveys  are  completed  a 
full  report  will  be  prom])tly  made. 

The  James  River  defenses,  which  are  rapidly  imi>roving,  afford  already 
a  good  protection  against  wooden  fleets,  but  not  against  ironclad  vessels. 
From  recent  developments  it  is  evident  that  nothing  but  the  very  heavi- 

est ordnance  can  contend  successfully  with  this  latter  class.  It  is  to 
such  means  we  are  resorting  on  the  James  Hiver.  In  positions  similar 
to  those  of  Fort  Huger,  Yorktown,  and  Mulberry  Island  Point  the  only 
course  left  to  pursue  seems  to  be  to  mount  the  guns  oii  blaffs,  where  they 
are  not  liable  to  be  struck,  or  in  well-constructed  casemates,  to  contend 
with  wooden  ships,  keeping  sand  bags  ready  filled  to  protect  them 
against  ironclad  vessels.  This  class  is  so  excessively  expensive  and 
confined  as  to  be  ill  adapted  to  the  transportation  of  troops  in  large 
numbers.  The  effect,  however,  of  passing  our  lower  batteries  by 
preventing  the  safe  navigation  of  our  rivers  above  them  will  proba- 

bly be  to  force  us  at  no  distant  day  to  rely  in  great  measure  on  laud 
transportation. 

A  mistaken  impression  on  my  part  that  this  report  was  called  for  on 
the  termination  of  the  surveys  has  led  to  the  delay,  for  which  it  is  the 
only  excuse. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
Alfred  L.  Rives, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer  Bureau. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Order  of  FUtg- Officer  Forrest^  C»  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Tucker^  C,  8. 
Navy,  to  proceed  with  the  C.  8.  8.  Patrick  Henry  vp  the  James  River. 

COIVIMANDANT'S  OFFICE,  DOCKYARD, 
Oosport,  March  12,  1SG2. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  a  moment's  delay  with  the  Patrick 
Henry,  Jamestown,  and  Tea^ser  under  your  command  up  the  James  River 
as  far  as,  in  your  Judgment,  may  be  necessary  to  cooperate  with  the 
land  forces  under  General  Ma^ruder,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  those 
waters  as  far  as  practicable  against  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  be  particularly  careful  to  avoid  contact  with  the  ironclad 
steamer  Monitor  on  your  way  up,  and  endeavor  to  pass  the  enemy's 
batteries  at  such  distance  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
your  vessel.  Much  is  left  to  your  discretion,  and  with  entire  confidence 
in  your  skill.  Judgment,  and  courage,  I  hope  that  you  will  reach  your 
destination  without  accident. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  Forrest, 
Flag-Offieer  and  Commandant. 

Commander  Jno.  R.  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  Patrick  Henry. 
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Lcttrr  from  Major  General  Mat/rviier,  C.  S.  Army,  to  General  Lee,  V.  S. 
Army,  //>('»»<;  Ihr  re^uU  of  a  rerniiHoisKance  to  Xeicport  NeWK. 

Hbadqfari'EHS,  YouHg'H  Mill,  March  IS,  1863. 
Sir:  1  hiive  tlie  liouor  to  report  that  1  seut  Sergeaut  Tabb,  a  nioRt 

intvUiRent  iiinu,  ivliu  is  on  signal  service  iu  tbis  depiirtment  aud  watt  a 
vuliinteeroti  board  of  tbe  Virginia  in  Uie  late  action,  to  recouDoiter 
XewjMjrtNewB,  in  a  boat,  yesterday  afternooi),  anil  he  lias  jnst  returned, 
statiuR  that  whilst  in  front  of  Newiwrt  News  the  EricsHon  \Monitor\ 
came  U|)  from  Fort  Monroe  with  some  troops  on  hoard  and  laudetl 
tbeni  at  Kewport  News;  that  a  very  large  force  was  at  that  place  and 
increasing.  Their  pickets  have  advanced  some  mile  and  a  half  up  the 
river,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  mean  to  march  up  on  the  left  bank 
of  James  Biver,  sending  tbe  Ericumn  \  Monitor]  to  silence  the  guns  in 
tlie  river  batteries,  and  thus  freeing  the  river  for  the  passage  of  trans- 
))orts  with  olher  troops  and  forcing  us  to  fall  back  by  ascending  the 
river.  It  may  re<]uire  some  little  lime  u>  do  this,  but  they  will  sncceed 
in  tbo  end  unless  the  Virginia  «in  le^ve  the  dock  and  prevent  tbe 
JiricsHon  from  coming  up.  The  latter  vessel  draws,  1  am  informed, 
much  less  water  than  the  Virginia,  and  if  she  once  gets  up  the  Virginia 
could  not  fiillow  her,  as  there  is  a  bar  below  Day's  Neck,  I  am  told  by 
James  River  pilots,  on  wLich  there  is  not  more  than  18  feet  water,  and 
tbe  Virginia  draws  22  feet. 

I  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  make  this  statement  to  yon 
for  the  information  of  tbe  War  and  Kavy  Depattmeuts  and  the  I'resi- 
deiit,  although  tbe  information  may  already  be  in  their  |H>.ssessioii. 

My  cavulry  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  last  evening,  but  the  advance 
of  their  pickets  and  tbeir  increasing  force  admonishes  me  of  the  neces- 

sity of  arranging  my  troops  on  the  second  line  for  defense,  from  wliich 
1  have  advanced  them  after  the  naval  action,  to  1  >e  ready  to  take  advan- 
ta^  of  the  effect  of  that  achievenient.  and  at  the  same  time  to  cover, 

if  posstlile,  the  movement  of  ti-oops  from  here  to  Suffolk.  They  will 
resume  their  places  to-day,  jireseiiting,  however,  the  same  line  of  pickets 
to  the  enemy  and  holding  tbe  front  line  by  cavalry  and  light  infantry, 
with  orders  to  fall  back  on  the  second  line  in  case  of  an  advance. 

I  would  recommend  that  not  a  moment  l>e  lost  in  again  bringing  out 
the  Virginia,  as  I  learn  from  my  spies  that  their  officers  say  the  Virginia 
is  much  injured  and  that  tliey  have  no  apprehension  from  her  for  the 
present.  I  presume  th»t  they  nill  advance  as  soon  as  possible  in  the 
hope  that  she  will  not  be  ready,  and  the  Ericsson  once  up  the  river, 
she  can  not  follow.  Should  the  Ericsson  attack  our  batteries  on  James 
River,  the  gnns  on  ship  carriages  will  be  withdrawn  from  tbe  effects  of 
the  Are  and  all  the  other  guns  and  men  will  be  protected  as  much  as 

possible. 
I  am,  sir,  very  resiiectf^iUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   ItANKHBAD   MAGRtTDBR, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
(teueml  8.  Ooopek, 

Atljutant  and  Jwtpecbir  Otmeraf. 

JieUer  from  Oencral  Im!,  C,  S,  Armj/,  to  Major-Qeneral  Magriuter,  C.  fL 
A  rvt)/,  a/'.knoirledffing  the  receipt  o/  in/ormrttiou  ohiainett  from  a  recom- 
Hoitiiance  to  \nrport  Xctes. 

KicHMOND,  Va.,  March  1.1,  imS. 
Ornebai.:  I  have  the  honor  to  tuiknowletlge  your  letter  of  the  12th 

instant,  regwrting  the  result  uf  a  reconnuissanre  made  by  your  urtlen 
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of  the  condition  of  tlie  enemy  at  Newport  News  and  your  proposed 
moveineuts  iu  the  event  of  an  advance  by  him  up  the  left  bank  of  the 
river.  As  regards  the  steamer  Virginiaj  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
informs  me  that  she  went  into  the  dock  upon  her  arrival  at  Norfolk, 
with  orders  that  neither  labor  nor  expense  should  be  spared  upon  her 
repair.  It  is  hoped  that  she  will  be  out  at  an  early  day. 

I  am,  etc., B.  E.  Lee, 

Oeneralj  Commanding. 
Major-General  J.  B.  Maoruder, 

Commanding^  etc,,  Yorktown^  Va. 

Report  of  Major- General  Huger^  C.  S.  Army^  regarding  the  harrieade  of 
the  Ulizabeth  River ̂   Virginia. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  Norfolk,  March  13, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  expressed  to  you  my  conviction  that  ironclad  vessels  can 

pass  aU  our  batteries  with  impunity.  In  barricading  the  approach  to 
Norfolk  it  was  necessary  to  leave  a  narrow  passage  for  our  vessels  to  go 
out.  The  Virginia  passed  through  it  to  get  into  the  roads  the  other 
day. 

The  question  now  is.  Should  not  this  passage  be  stopped  f  If  done, 
it  should  be  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Navy  Department. 

I  think  the  channel  should  be  stopped,  and  our  vessels  kept  inside 
for  the  protection  of  the  town.  I  beg  the  subject  may  be  considered, 
and  if  the  work  is  done  it  should  be  by  order  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, Benj.  Huger, 

Major- General. 
Hon.  J.  r.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Webb,  C.  8.  Navy^  regarding  the  passoije  of  the 
C.  S.  S.  Teaser  from  Norfolk  into  the  James  River. 

C.  8.  S.  Teaser, 
Richmond^  March  Uj  [1862]. 

Dear  Captain  :  You  see  I  have  run  the  gantlet.  I  will  tell  you  how 
it  was  done.  On  Thursday  night  I  did  not  get  to  Sewell's  Point  until 
after  1  a.  in.  I  stopped  and  communicated  with  Graney  Island;  also 
with  Sewell's  Point  battery.  They  both  told  me  it  was  the  habit  of  the 
Dreadnaught  to  anchor  oflf  Newport  News  every  night  and  return  to  Old 
Point  in  the  morning.  It  was  so  foggy  that  night  I  thought  it  best 

to  lay  by  until  next  morning.  At  8  [3f  J  o'clock  Friday  morning  the 
fog  lifted,  and  the  first  object  we  saw  was  the  ̂^ Little  Joker  ̂   steaming 
down  for  Old  Point.  As  soon  as  she  saw  us  she  apparently  stopped. 
I  immediately  got  underway  to  make  a  feint  by  shamming  a  course  for 
Newport  News,  to  see  how  she  would  take  it.  As  soon  as  she  saw  us 
underway  she  turned  her  head  for  us,  and  as  she  did  so  I  whipped 
around  and  steered  for  Craney  Island.  I  knew  then  I  had  accomplished 
my  object  (she  thought  it  would  be  the  last  she  would  see  of  me).  I 

laid  under  Craney  Island  until  5  o^clock,  waiting  for  the  flood  tide.  It 
was  so  thick  that  we  had  to  take  the  ship  channel,  and  we  got  in  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  battery  before  either  of  us  knew  it.    I  tell  yoa 
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»ere  wete  hurrying  times  on  shore.    They  fired  irmsketfl  and  made  all 
indR  of  signal  lights,  but  to  no  effect,  for  we  got  out  of  sight  again 
efore  they  could  get  their  guns  ready.      It  was   beautifully  doue, 

though  1  say  [it|  who  Khonh)  not.     If  any  letters  tiome  for  me,  ojjeii 
them  until  you  find  oue  from  I)e  Bree  with  a  check  in,  and  hand  the 

check  to  your  iiaymaster,  if  it  is  payable  to  bearer ;  if  nut,  send  all  my  - 
~fettera  up  here. 

Truly,  yonra, W.  A.  WbbbJ 

[  Oaptain  Ti'cker,  V.  S.  Navy. 

^tter/fom  FlagOffiv.trr  ForreMl,  C.  S.  .V«cy,  to  Major- aeneral  llu^ 
C.  iS.  Armg,  ret/ariUny  the  (J,  8.  sloop  llcrmanloirn. 

OOMMAMDANT'S   OFFICE, 
Goaport,  March  15, 1< 

Ggnebai.:  1  have  been  so  much  engaged  that  i  i;unld  not  reply  a1 
an  earlier  period  to  your  letter  in  reference  to  the  Germantotrn.  I  think 
with  you  that  it  would  be  well  to  have  her  removed.  She  is  in  danger 
not  only  of  an  attack  of  the  Monitor,  but  she  might  be  ca])tured  any 
dark  night  by  a  squadron  of  boats,  if  they  could  succeed  with  uiulHod 
oara  in  passing  the  guard  boats. 

I  propose  to  convert  her  into  another  ironclad.  She  is  perfectly 
soand,  and  with  the  introduction  of  machinery  with  a  propeller  she 
might  make  a  formidable  acquisition  to  the  defenses  of  this  harbor.  I 
have  been  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  apathy,  or  rather  the  lack  of 
patriotism,  displayed  by  the  citizens  of  Norfolk  and  Fortsmonth  iu 

aiding  the  Government  to  protect  their  firesides.  Why  can't  they  con- 
tribute to  the  building  of  an  ironclad  steiimer  for  liarbor  defense  T  The 

ship  yanls  of  Messrs.  Graves  &  Ifash  wonld  soon  be  able  to  get  the 
necessary  timber,  and  fai-ilities  would  cheerfully  be  alTorded  the  plan 
by  this  yard. 

Will  you  bo  pleased  to  let  one  of  your  steamers  tow  the  Oermantoum 
np  to  the  yard ! 

II 
 am,  very  respectful

ly,  etc.,
  F.  Fobbbst, Commandaiit. 

M^ior-General  B.  IIuoeb, 
Commandittff  Militari/  Forirn,  }u:ar  Xorfolk. 

Li 

P 
s 

L  ite 

^H  at 

ttr  from  the  Secretary  of  War  of  Ike  Confederate  Staten  to 
General  Il«ger,  G.  fi.  Army,  regarding  the  cloaing  of  Elizabeth  Ri\ 
Virginia. 

War  Department,  0.  8.  A., 
Hichmond,  Va.,  March  15,  laas. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  13tb  iuBtaut.  The  questinu  of  closing  the  harbor  of  Norfolk,  sug- 

gested by  you,  is  decided  against  your  views.  Noneof  us  areof  opiuiou 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  lose  tho  vast  advantages  resulting  from  the 

enemy's  tVigbl  at  the  bare  idea  of  the  Virninia  reappearing  among  the 
wooden  ships.  The  fact  of  her  presence  guarantees  yuu  against  any 
attempt  U>  blockiwle  the  river.  It  is,  however,  necessary  to  keep  the 
ueresaary  means  of  closmg  the  Elizabeth  River  reaiiy  at  hand  for  use 
atamoment's  warning,  in  case  the  Jfoa)V»f' should  attempt  an  entrance. 
The  Nauaeniond  liiver  ought  to  be  obstructed  without  delay. 

town 
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I  enclose  you  a  letter  to  be  forwarded  to  General  Wise  after  perusal 
by  you.  It  explains  itself.  I  also  send  herewith  a  voluminous  report, 
143  pages,  sent  to  me  by  General  Wise,  for  your  remarks.  You  will 
tind  at  pa^es  109  and  116  copies  of  his  letters  to  you  of  February  10 
and  11,  which  he  evidently  regards  as  his  report,  and  which  I  asked 
you  to  send  me,  but  which  you  seem  not  to  have  received.  Congress 
itias  made  a  call  for  this  reiKirt;  but  it  can  not  be  sent  in,  if  at  all, 
without  your  comments,  as  it  should  regularly  have  been  forwarded 
through  you. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 
M^or-General  B.  Hugsb, 

Norfolky  Va. 

Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Forrest,  G.  8.  Nav^y,  to  the  master  of  the  steamer 
Coraj  informing  him  of  the  purchase  of  that  vessel  by  the  C\  8,  Oovem- 
ment 

March  19^  1862. 

Your  letter  of  the  16th  has  been  received,  and  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  the  Cora  was  purchased  for  and  belongs  to  the  C.  S.  Gt)vernment 
(Navy).  Be  pleased  to  inform  Colonel  Leventhorpe  that  you  are  to  con- 

tinue in  the  command  of  this  vessel. 
You  will,  whenever  a  suitable  opiKirtunity  occurs,  bring  the  steamer 

to  this  place,  of  course  exercising  your  best  judgment  and  discretion  in 
guarding  against  capture  by  the  enemy  or  any  other  obstacles  that  jnight 
oppose  your  progress.    Report  to  me  on  your  arrival. 

Bespectfolly,  etc., 
F.  FOBBEST, 

Flag- Officer. 
D.  D.  SiBMOND, 

Master  of  the  Steamer  Cora^  Halifax j  i\r.  C. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  FUng- Officer 
Forrest,  C.  8.  Navy,  urging  expedition  in  the  building  of  gunboats. 

0.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  March  19, 1862. 

Sib:  The  completion  of  the  ironclad  gunboat  being  constructed  at 
the  yard  is  a  matter  of  the  first  consequence,  and  a  moment  must  not 
be  lost  in  accomplishing  it.  As  many  men  must  be  kept  at  work  upon 
her  by  day,  and  by  night  if  practicable,  as  can  be  usefully  employed. 
You  will  immediately  direct  Constructor  Porter  to  employ  the  private 
builders  at  and  near  Norfolk  who  are  constructing  gunboats  for  us, 
and  aid  him  in  every  way  to  push  forward  this  vessel  if  you  can  thereby 
expedite  her  completion.  You  will  also  direct  Mi^or  [Engineer]  Wil- 

liamson to  have  the  engines  ready  for  this  vessel  in  time,  and  make 
every  exertion  to  complete  them.  One  such  vessel  would  be  worth  a 
fleet  of  wooden  vessels  to  us. 

I  am,  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  B.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  F.  Fobbest,  O.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Navy  Yardj  Norfolk,  Va. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confcilerate  f^tiitm  to  Fia{i-Offic«r 
Forrest,  G,  S,  Navy,  requexting  tiaily  informntion  regarding  the  work  on 
the  C.  S.  S,  Virginia. 

C  8.  Navy  Dbpahtmbnt, 

Bickmond.  March  X'O,  186'^. 
8m:  Tlie  wi>rk  of  getting  the  Tirginia  and  ttie  iron-plated  gaiiboat 

(iu  tHiurse  of  tionstruutioii  Ht  Norfolk )  ready  for  sea  at  the  earliest  |>08si- 
ble  uiouient  i»  the  most  important  doty  that  coald  devolve  upon  a 
naval  ufljcer  at  this  time,  and  yet  tbU  Department  is  ignorant  of  wtiat 

progress  is  being  miule  upon  either.  1  am  not  advised  tbat  a  day's 
work  has  been  done  upon  the  Virginia  sinee  she  went  into  dock. 

I  mast  request  you  to  keep  the  Uepartnient  iuforme<t  daily  of  the 

progress  made  on  the  Virginia.  It'  you  rei^uire  additional  officers  or clerks  to  enable  you  to  have  this  done  they  will  bo  sent  you  at  once. 
Kvery  means  ]>ossible  to  hasten  her  readiness  for  sea  must  he  exerted, 

audthe  Department  umst  be  kept  constantly  and  pi-omptly  a<ivise<t  of 
her  progress. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  R.  Mallobv, 

Sfcretary  of  the  Xavy. 
Flag-officer  F,  Fohbest, 

Commanding  yitry  Yard,  Xorfolk,  Va. 

Richmond,  Va.,  ̂ farch  21,  isr.s. 

Yon  are  appnintetl  to  command  the  uaval  forces  in  the  waters  of 
Virginia.     Your   dagship  is  ready  for  yon,  and  you  will  turn  your 
present  command  over  to  the  senior  olSeer  present  and  report  for  the 
eommand  to  Flag-Officer  Forrest  at  Norfolk  as  early  as  (mssible: 

The  enemy  said  to  be  in  force  in  tlie  roads, 
H.  K.  Mau-oby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Offlcer  Josiah  Tattnai.l,  (_'.  S.  Navy, ■Savannah, 

Letter  from  FlagOgtcer  Forrext,  (!.  A'.  Ifary,  to  Colonel  Cantffell.  C.  S. 
Army,  regarding  the  exemption  from  military  service  of  the  employer 
at  the  Xorfolk  navy  yard. 

March  22, 1862. 

1  herewith  forward  for  your  cwn  si  deration  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
commuuivation  from  the  Hon.  8.  H.  Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Althougli  the  operatives  of  the  yard  will  be  enrolled  for  militia  dutA. 
yet  I  wonid  beg  leave  to  request  that  they  be  exempt  during  the  periml 
of  their  employment  here,  inasmuch  as  the  Governuient  work  is  very 
urgent  and  pressing  at  this  time. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  nl)edient  servant. 
F.    FOBRSST, 

FlagO^ioer, 
Colonel  Kdwabd  Cantwell, 

Civil  and  Military  tiorernor,  Drjiartiiieul  iif  Xorfolk. 
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[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  March  23^  1862. 
Report  the  condition  of  your  vessel.    Is  she  rendy  for  service?    If 

not,  when  will  she  bet 
S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Flag-OflScer  Forrest, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard^  Norfolk^  Va. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  Captain 
Le^j  C.  S.  Navy,  assigning  him  to  the  command  of  the  Norfolk  navy 

yard, 
C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond^  March  24^  1862, 
Sir  :  In  assigning  you  to  the  command  of  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  1 

deem  it  proper  to  say  that  the  daily  operations  in  progress  there  are  of 
pressing  importance  to  the  public  welfare  and  that  your  well-known 
zeal  and  ability  are  invoked  to  stimulate  your  subordinates  and  the 
employes  of  the  Government  generally  to  confront  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  with  alacrity  and  vigor. 

If  any  subordinate  in  your  command,  from  lack  of  capacity,  energy, 
or  industry,  shall  fail  in  the  duties  assigned,  yon  are  requested  to 
inform  the  Department  thereof,  that  his  place  maybe  tilled  by  another. 
The  Department  desires  to  give  you  such  officers,  so  far  as  the  demands 
of  the  service  will  permit,  as  will  enable  you  to  serve  the  country  in 
your  arduous  and  responsible  command. 
You  will  please  give  the  naval  constructor  all  i>ossible  aid  in  his 

department. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 
Appointed  to  Command  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Captain 
Lee,  C,  S,  Navy,  regarding  means  for  closing  the  approa>ches  to 
Norfolk. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  March  24,1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  immediate  steps  to  raise  the  Columbus  and  Dela- 
ware, in  order  to  use  them  if  necessary  to  close  the  approaches  to 

Norfolk. 
You  will  immediately  place  the  Germantown  or  Confederate  States,  or 

both  if  necessary,  in  such  position  as  will  enable  you  to  sink  one  or  both 
of  them  at  short  notice  at  the  best  point  and  in  the  best  manner  to 
obstruct  the  approach  of  the  enemy's  ships  to  Norfolk. 

General  Randolph  thinks  that  either  ship  can  be  so  placed  to  act  like 
a  swinging  gate  to  keep  a  passage  open  for  our  own  use  and  to  sink 
the  vessel  at  pleasure  to  close  it  against  the  enemy.  The  Virginia  must 
not  be  shut  in. 
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In  otiier  operations  you  will  conmilt  witli  General  iiuger;  uiid  us  tho 
^completion  of  tUeironciad  bmit  now  in  process  is  s  inuttorof  vital 
unterfuit you  will  pleaee  avoid  decruaaing  the  couatructar't;  Ibrco  in  tlie 
Fvperatious  uecesaary  to  this  work. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
a.  R.  Mallory, 

Hccrctary  0/  the  Xary. 
Oaptaiu  8.  S.  Lkk, 

Appointed  to  Commiiii'l  Surg  Ynrti.  yor/otl:,  Yn. 

h-der  of  the  iiwretary  0/  the  Narp  of  Ihe  Confederate  Stuie*  to  the  oom- 
mandani  wary  yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  tlie  preparation  of  tlic  C.  H.  if. 
Tirginia, 

V.  s.  Navy  Depaktment, 
Rirhmnnd,  March  SI,  WHS. 

Sir:  You  will  plt^ase.  urt;e  on  the  niannfa<;ture  of  tlie  wrouKlitiron 
shot  Aceording  to  tbe  drawing  sent  eight  diiys  ago  for  the  Virginia, 
and  you  will  i'eiH>rt  licr  readiness  and  preparation  for  action. 

Please  have  her  in  readiness  and  condition  ready  to  move  at  any 

•raompnt.  Flag-Orticer  Tattnall  haa  been  ordered  to  rejwrt  for  the 
pttommflnd. 

I  am,  respfctfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  K.  Malloey, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 
Captain  8.  S.  I.EE, 

GowmandiHij  Nary  Yard,  Norfolk,  Ya. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xary  of  ihe  Confederate  States  to  Flag- 
Officer  Tattnall,  V.  S,  Navy,  to  asmime  eonnaand  of  the  naval  forces  in 
the  Katcn  of  Virginia. 

C,  8.  Navy  Department, 
Kichmond,  March  :i5,  3863. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  command  of  tbe  naval  defenses  on  tbe  waters  of 
Virginia,  and  hoist  yoar  Hag  on  board  of  tbe  Virginia.     The  following 
vessels  for  tbe  present  are  under  your  command:  Patrick  Henry,  Jamen- 
tovn,  Raleigh,  Bf aw/or f,  and  Teater. 
Tbe  results  of  the  rei-eiit  engagement  in  Hampton  Roads  demon- 

strated the  offensive  and  defensive  t)ower  of  tbe  Virginia. 
To  an  officer  of  your  exi>erienee  tlie  Department  refrains  from  giving 

any  S|)ecial  instructionK  as  to  the  employment  of  the  rm/i'niu,  beyond tbe  general  instractiou  that  she  is  to  be  made  as  destructive  to  the 
enemy  as  possible. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  lettei-*   addressed  by  tbe 
Department  to  FlagOflicer  Buchanan  when  he  assamed  command  of 
tbe  squadron  now  placed  uudi-r  your  commaod. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  R.  Mallobt. 

Secretary  of  the  Sari/. 
Flag-Ofliccr  .TosiAH  Tattkall, 

VommaMlittg  Xaval  Defentes,  Norfdk,  Va. 

>8oernl.  6,  p.  77H. 
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InstrucUans  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
Flag- Officer  Tattnall^  C.  S.  Navy^  regarding  operations  of  the  C.  S,  S. 
Virginia. 

C.  8.  Navy  Department, 
Eichmondy  March  J25y  1862. 

Sir  :  In  assigning  you  to  the  command  of  the  forces  in  tbe  waters  of 
Virginia,  I  have  given  you  only  the  general  instructions  to  make  your 
flagship,  the  Virginia^  as  destructive  and  formidable  to  the  enemy  as 
possible,  confident  that  your  own  judgment  as  to  the  best  method  of 
employing  her  should  be  left  unrestricted. 

I  suggest  to  you  to  converse  with  Flag-Officer  Buchanan  as  to  the 
character  and  power  of  the  ship.  The  heavy  iron  covering  designed 
to  shield  her  bends  beneath  the  eaves  of  her  casements  will  be  put  on 
upon  the  first  opportunity.  The  enemy,  it  seems,  believes  her  to  be 
disabled  and  to  be  undergoing  extensive  repairs,  and  hence  we  may  be 
able  to  surprise  him  and  strike  him  a  heavy  blow  in  the  roads.  I  have 
had  an  experimental  trial  of  wrought-ircn  shot  tested  upon  her  iron 
plates  here  with  very  satisfactory  results,  and  I  have  had  some  made 
and  sen  t  on  board  the   ,  and  others  are  being  made  here  and  at  Nor- 

folk. These  trials  leave  little  doubt  that  the  shot  fh>m  your  7-inch 
guns,  bow  and  stern,  will  penetrate  the  Monitor* s  shield,  but  I  am  con- 

vinces! that  the  Virginians  steel  prow  will  be  her  most  formidable  weapon 
of  offense,  as  well  against  the  Monitor  as  against  wooden  vessels. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  drawings  of  the  Monitor ^  cut  from  a  Northern 
paper.  If  we  can  sink  her  in  the  roads  the  destruction  or  expulsion  of 
every  other  vessel  will  be  an  easy  task.  The  capture  of  one  or  more 
of  the  enemy's  steam  frigates  would  enable  us  to  duplicate  the  Virginia 
in  a  short  time.  Your  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Jones,  is  said  to 
have  fought  the  ship  most  efficiently,  and  he  is  thoroughly  informed 
about  her.  Your  wrought-iron  shot  will  not  fail,  I  think,  at  the  dis- 

tance of  50  or  100  yards  to  penetrate  the  Monitors  shield. 
With  my  earnest  wishes  for  your  triumphant  success,  and  with  a  Arm 

conviction  that  in  your  hands  the  full  powers  of  your  squadron  will  be 
developed,  and  that  the  ytr^nta  will  sustain  the  reputation  gained  for 
[her]  by  the  ability  and  gallantry  of  her  late  flag-officer, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
S.  K.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^ 

Flag-Officer  JosiAH  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  Naval  I)efenses  of  Virginia. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  com- 
mandant nary  yardj  Norfolk^  for  the  preparation  for  the  removal  of 

machinery  from  the  Norfolk  navy  yard. 

Confidential.]  G.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond^  March  26^  1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  begin  at  once,  without  attracting  special  notice  to  the 
subject,  to  carefully  pack  and  get  ready  for  transportation  all  the  fine 
machinery  and  tools  not  required  for  your  operations  in  your  work- 
shops. 
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It  may  be  iiiideratood  thatire  desire  to  08tat)l{»h  an  additional  work- 
shop.    You  will  be  informed  aa  to  their  trausportatioii. 

Very  respectl'ally,  your  obedieut  servant, S.  It,  Mallury, 
Sevretary  of  the  Nary. 

Captain  8.  8.  Lee, 

Conijnanding  iif  NiirJ'iilic. 

ItTlfir  /riiiii   Captain   Fiirrml,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Vaptnin  Ijfte,  V.  S,  yavjf, 
lran»ferrinij  the  command  of  the  Norfolk  nary  yarti, 

Maech  27,  1862. 

(KiB  :j  111  purHitunve  of  instrnctioDs  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
th<i  Navy,  I  Hhall,  at  10  a,  m.  to-day,  relinquinh  the  command  of  this 
yard  and  station,  at  which  hour  you  will  aasume  the  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servaut, 
F.    FOKRBST. 

Commamluul. 
Oaptaiii  S.  B.  liEB, 

C.  S.  Narij  Yard,  OoKport  [Norfolk], 

Lrttrr  of  cnmmendalUin  from  Captain  Forrest,  C.  ti.  Nary,  late  con 
Manila nt  navy  ynrd,  Norfolk,  to  the  officers  and  other*  of  that  gtation. 

Commandant'h  Oi'FicE,  Navy  Docktahd, 
Gosport,  Marek  37,  H^fi^'. 

GuNTLEMBN :  I  re^et  to  announce  to  you  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
I^avy  baa  deemed  it  expedient  to  call  me  fti>m  this  uominand  to  liicb- 
moud,  to  the  performance  of  other  duties.  It  was  not  of  my  seeking, 
nor  is  it  congenial  to  my  wishes.  Moi^t  of  you  entered  ou  your  present 

duties  soon  after  the  partial  destruction  oi"  the  public  property,  and  I 
can  not,  without  doing  injustice  to  my  feelings,  leave  without  the  expres- 

sion of  my  high  appreciation  of  your  merits  and  services. 
The  ardent  zeal  and  patriotism,  ynnr  devotion  to  the  several  duties 

assigned  yon,  added  to  the  ability  with  which  those  duties  have  been 
performed,  lias  commanded  my  approbation,  and  I  commend  you  to  my 
saceessor,  who  hjis  been  associated  with  me  as  executive  officer  for  sev- 

eral months,  and  who,  like  me,  will  not,  I  am  sure,  fall  to  appreciate 
your  valuable  servives  to  the  Government  in  the  important  eommaud. 

Very  resi>ectfully,  yours, 
F.    FORKKST. 

To  thr  Oki'icers  ani>  Others  <if  the  Dockyakd. 

Krfiiirt  I 

C.  S.  S.  Jamestown, 

Oonport  [Norfolk]  Nary  Yard,  March  Sfi,  ISO;.'. 
8lK:  During  tlie  engagement  of  >*th  and  JHh  I   expended  all  the 

■cartridges  and  shell  nirniahed  this  ship  in  Uichmoiul,  besides  a  quantity 
ol>taine<l  from  other  ships  during  the  action.    On  applying  for  a  sii))- 
ply  from  this  yard,  I  have  been  fnrniHhed  with  only  thirly-Hve  rounds, 
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being  iuformed  that  I  must  look  to  BichmoDd  for  a  further  supply 
upon  my  return  to  James  River.  I  therefore  enclose  a  requisition  for 
an  adequate  supply,  which  I  beg  may  be  furnished  me  as  soon  after  the 
return  of  this  ship  to  James  River  as  possible.  I  will  notify  you  of 
my  arrival  there.  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  my  requisition  for  a 
spyglass,  which  has  several  times  been  sent  to  your  bureau.  This  ship 
is  now  without  any  glass  except  one  belonging  to  myself. 

[J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding.] 

Commander  Georgk  Minor, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance^  etc.,  Richmond. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  com- 
mandant navy  yard,  Nor  foil',  urging  the  completion  of  gunboats  under 

construction  at  that  place, 
C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond,  March  30, 1862. 
Sir:  You  are  specially  requested  to  urge  on  the  completion  of  the 

iron<!lad  gimboat  in  course  of  construction.  The  engines  and  boilers 
should  be  in  place,  her  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  ready,  her  crew 
shipped  and  exercised,  and  the  vessel  prepared  for  action  without  the 
loss  of  an  hour.    All  the  preparations  should  progress  simultaneously. 

Advertise  for  mechanics  in  North  Carolina,  if  you  need  them,  and 
employ  one  hundred  or  a  thousand  or  more  if  necessary,  but  push  on 
the  work. 

You  are  also  specially  directed  to  urge  with  all  possible  dispatch  the 
completion  of  the  small  ironclad  gunboats  designed  for  the  North 
Carolina  waters,  and  to  go  through  the  Albemarle  Canal.  Call  upon 
Constructor  Porter,  get  his  plans  and  specifications,  and  set  him  at 
work,  by  contract  or  otherwise,  upon  them  immediately.  Say  eight 
such  vessels,  to  carry  at  least  two  heavy  guns,  and  not  to  draw,  when 
ready  for  service,  over  5J  or  6  feet.  Proceed  to  work  without  the  loss 
of  a  day.    Chief  Engineer  Williamson  will  furnish  the  motive  power. 

Stimulate  your  works  by  every  means  in  your  power,  and  if  you  want 
more  officers,  or  desire  the  detachment  of  any  you  have,  for  the  good 
of  the  service,  you  are  requested  to  suggest  them. 

The  Department  desires  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  develop  the  full 
powers  of  the  yard. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard^  Norfolk. 

Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
Flag  Officer  Tattnall,  0.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  an  expected  renewal  of 
the  engagement  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Monitor. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  April  1,  1862. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  note*  sent  to  me  by  a  friend  from  Baltimore  will 
inform  you  of  some  interesting  points  about  the  Monitor.    This  vessel 

*  Not  found. 
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mhiovod  n  liipli  i-ejuitation  by  lier  retwiit  roiiilmt  wilh  tlie  Virginia, 
raud  111*  ('iieniy,  no  less  than  our  own  people,  look  fwrward  loareiiewal 
of  it  as  a  niiitter  of  course,  and  with  very  di'ep  interest.  I  ooDfuss  to 
a  very  greal  interest  in  your  BuiM^sg  over  her,  for  I  am  perfectly  l-ud- 
vJneed  that  the  results  of  sueh  a  victory  may  be  some  millions  of  nioiioy, 
and  perhaps  thousands  of  lives,  nod  bence  1  can  not  avoid  communi- 
tmting  to  you  matters  relating  to  the  Monitor,  which  mayperh»paliav« 

I  but  little  iol^uence  in  determining  the  mode  of  assailing  her. 
The  S<;ientiflc  American,  in  a  recent  iinmber,  publishes  a  newt  wood 

ont  of  the  vessel,  and  gives  some  data  of  ber  construction. 
She  has,  I  perceive,  forward  two  tour-sided  ventilators,  about  A  feet 

diameter  and  IJ  feet  high,  which,  it  in  alleged,  slide  down  even  with 
the  deck  when  in  action.     But  little  preparation  to  resist  boaixiers 
exists,  it  would  seem,  and  a  wet  sail  thrown  over  her  pilot  house  would 

I  ©fi'ectually  close  the  steersman's  eyes. Her  grated  turret,  her  smokestack,  veDtilators,  and  air  holes  invite 

'  attack  with  inflammables  or  combustible8,and  it  would  seem  that  tweotj' 
men,  thus  provideil,  once  njion  ber  deck,  as  her  turret  is  but  B  feet 
high,  might  drive  every  man  ont  of  her. 

You  wilt  leave  with  your  ship  and  fleet  to  attack  the  enemy  when, 
in  yourjudgment,  it  may  seem  best,  imd  I  need  not  add  that  I  have 
every  confidence  that  you  will  accomplish  all  that  man  with  such  means 

I  can.    Ple.ise  telegraph  me  when  you  will  probably  leave,  and  to  avoid 
\  the  leaky  telegra]>h  you  can  say  that  (Japtaiu  Smith  will  leave  here  at 

—  o'clock. 
Good,  fearless  pilots  are  all  im|iortaut.  and  I  suggest  that  before  you 

sail  you  confront  them  with  the  chart.  Tlieir  refusal  to  place  the  I'lV- 
yinia  closer  than  1  mile  to  the  Afinncnota,  notwithstanding  Biichuuivti'ii 
earnest  api)eHl,  induces  me  to  say  this. 

With  my  earnest  prayers  for  your  success  and  for  the  glory  of  our 
flag  and  the  Kafoty  of  yourself  aud  brave  companions,  1  am,  very 
resjKctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  U.  Mai.Lory, 

Secretary  o/thr  Narif. 

Flag-Ofllcor  .Iosiah  Tattnali,,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  yatal  Dt/efutea,  Jamiit  liit-a 

I  Order  of  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Karg,  to  Commander  Tucker,  i 

I  A'avy,  revoling  inatrvctiova  to  proreed  vp  Jamea  Kiver. 

C.  S.  S.  VlBOIHIA, 

OoMjMrt  l-Vor/o/A)  Navy  Yard,  April  -J,  J8fi< 
StR:  The  order  issued  to  you  on  the  l:^th  ultimo,  i'ei|uiring  yoi 

Sroceed  up  James  Kiver  with  the  PflfriVfr  Henry,  Jameatmcn,a,\ii  T«|| 
i  hereby  revoked. 

^'ery  respectfolly.  your  obedient  servant, JOSIAH   TATTMALI,, 

FUig-Officer,  Vomilij.  V.  S.  Xaval  Forcea  in  Virgini 
Commander  Jho.  R.  TrrKER, 

Comdg,  C  S.  a.  Patrick  Hmry,  Uotpiirt  JVViry  Yard. 
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[Telegram.] 

ElCHMOND,  April  J2,  1862. 

When  will  the   Virginia  come  out  of  dock!    Let  me  know  at  the 
earliest  moment. 

9.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Oaptain  S.  S.  Lee, 
Commanding  Navy  Yard^  Nor/olky  Va. 

Letter  from  Major- General  Ma>grtLderjC.S.Army^to  Fla{/- Officer  Tattnall^ 
C.  fS.  Navy,  suggesting  measures  to  prevent  the  advance  of  the  enemy. 

Headquarters, 
Lee's  Farm,  April  3,  1862. 

Commodore:  The  enemy's  transports  are  ready  to  pass  his  large 
army  across  lower  James  River,  or  to  ascend  it.  In  either  case,  the 
consequences  may  be  very  disastrous,  but  if  he  can  be  prevented  we 
have  the  advantage.  The  whole  depends  upon  the  Virginia.  From  all 
the  indications  on  this  side,  the  enemy  may  be  expected  to  move  at 
any  moment.  He  will  depend  upon  his  transports  whether  to  cross  or 
to  ascend.  If  they  can  be  destroyed,  he  is  stopped  or  forced  to  march 
up  the  peninsula;  in  the  latter  case  we  can  concentrate  and  prevent 
him,  and  thus  save  Norfolk  and  Richmond.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  his 
transports  elude  the  Virginia,  either  by  crossing  over  James  River  at 
night  or  by  ascending  the  river  by  the  swash  channel,  or  getting  up  by 
tlie  main  channel  so  high  as  that  the  Virginia,  from  her  great  draft  of 
water  can  not  reach  them,  his  object  will  be  accomplished  and  one  or 
both  cities  may  fall.  Should,  therefore,  the  Virginia  be  able  to  take 

her  position  oft'  Sewell's  Point  in  the  day  and  every  night  off  Newport News,  the  Heet  of  transports  could  not  pass  up  or  across  James  River, 
and  Norfolk  could  defend  herself  from  other  attacks. 

If  the  Monitor  does  not  attack  you,  so  much  the  better.  We  have  a 
country  to  save  and  no  time  for  individual  duels.  If  she  attack  you,  I 
think  you  will  destroy  her,  but  the  main  object  should  be  to  destroy 
the  enemy's  transports.  Should  the  enemy's  transports  once  get  up 
James  River  I  am  sure  Norfolk  will  fall.  The  peninsula,  as  a  conse- 

quence, would  have  to  be  evacuated,  and  if  you  got  to  sea  with  the 
Virginia  you  would  not  have  a  port  in  which  you  could  lay  without 
being  captured  sooner  or  later. 

I  take  the  liberty,  my  dear  Commodore,  of  writing  to  you  frankly,  as 
a  comrade,  knowing  that  neither  of  us  has  anything  more  at  heart  than 
the  safety  and  triumph  of  our  cause.  Knowing  the  operations  and 
resources  of  our  armies,  I  give  you  my  opinions  freely  for  your  own 
guidance,  but  prefer  you  would  keep  them  for  yourself  for  obvious 
reasons. 

Should  you  be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy's  transports  from  passing 
up  James  River,  he  may  send  his  army  or  a  i)ortion  of  it  by  water  t<i 
York  River.  In  that  case  can  the  Virginia  pass  Fort  Monroe  and 
attack  them  there! 

No  mistake  was  ever  greater  than  that  of  not*  advancing  after  the 
battle  of  Manassas.  No  misfortune  will  be  greater  than  the  passage 
of  the  enemy's  transports  up  either  river  after  the  glorious  achievement 
of  the  Virginia  three  weeks  since. 
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The  task  before  yoii  is  a  great  one.     I  know  of  no  one  who 

^obly  bear  it. Permit  me,  Commociore,  lo  lendiT  you  the  uHsiiraiive  of  ni 
aspect  aud  sincere  frieiulshiii. 

J.  IS.  Maoeitder, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 

Fliiy-Oftjver  .losiAu  Tattnall,  C!.  S.  Navy,  "" Vonnnandmg  Naral  Defenses,  James  Hirer. 

for 

N 

••f  Fl'iii-lljlicrr   Tiitliiall,  C.  A'.  Xavy,  of  tin-  rmdineas  J'i<r  nil'ion of  the  C.  a.  S.  Virginia, 

Flag-Ofkicer'm  Opfick,  Dock  Yakd, 
Qospitrt,  Vu.,  April  4,  1S63 — 1  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  Tirginia  is  at  this  moment  going  out  of  dock,  aud  I  shall 
11  ilowu  into  the  roads  tomorrow  and  act  agaiiiat  the  enemy  accord- 
to  circumstances.     1  alinll  take  with  me  all  the  steamei-s  of  the 

st|iiadroQ. 
TIio  Virgiuia  is,  as  Captain  Lee  informed  yon,  in  better  condition 

than  when  she  first  left  the  yard,  so  far  as  tliat  her  rara  is  said  t«  be 
lietter  secured  and  that  another  layer  of  iron  has  been  ]iartially  i>nt  on 

her;  but  I  regret  that  we  could  not  fit  the  I'cmainder  of  the  iron  covers 
for  the  ports,  or  render,  for  want  of  time,  four  of  the  six  originally  lltted, 
available  in  action.  Tlic  ability  to  close  onr  porta  while  loading  would 

(particularly  in  close  siction  with  the  Monitor]  of  gieat  advantage, 
ir,  if  it  be  found  that  both  vessels  are  impeuetrable  to  shot,  the  cou- 

_  .'St  will  be  oari'owcd  to  the  dismonnting  of  guns,  and  while  ours  will 
bo  exposed  tJie  whole  time,  hers  will  be  e.\jKi8eil  but  about  one-sixth  of 
the  tune.  Bbe  tires  each  gnu  once  iu  a  roiuute  and  a  half,  and  after 
it  is  rnn  ont  it  will  not  take  longer,  at  close  quarters,  than  a  i[nartcr  of 
a  minute  to  sight  and  flre  it. 

1  consnlted  Commodore  Buchanan,  aa  you  suggested,  and  lie  advised 
me  in  the  most  earnest  and  decided  tones  not  to  engage  the  Monitor 
without  the  jM»rt  covers  having  been  litted.  Ho  stated  that  two  of  the 
Virginii^s  guns  had  been  disabled,  and  that  a  third  (the  bow  gun) 
would  have  been  disabled  also  but  for  its  i>ort  cover,  which  shows 
indentations  by  two  rannon  shot.  He  added  that,  with  two  execptions, 
all  his  loss  in  men  was  by  sliot-s  through  the  iiorts.  Ho  also  Miid  that 
ou  the  return  of  the  ship  to  Norfolk  he  sent  T.ientenant  Oatoshy  Joues 
to  Kiehmuud  t«  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  i>ort 
covers. 

The  opinion  of  Lieutenant  Jones  coincides  with  that  of  the  <'ommo- 
dore.  Should  we  have  o<rcnsion  to  attempt  the  passage  of  Fortress 
Monroe,  the  i>ort  covers  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  pntloct  the 

guns  fVom  being  dismounted  and  the  ship  herself  from  the  ell'oct  of shells  passing  through  the  imrts.  I  have,  therefore,  roquestctt  Captain 
Lee  to  coutioue  the  fitting  of  the  port  covers  in  my  absence. 

The  urgent  necessity  for  getting  the  Virginia  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy  as  soon  as  i>ossibie,  suggested  in  your  letters  of  the  ̂ d  and  4th 
instant,  determined  me  yesterday  morning  to  reqnest  Captain  Lee  to 
take  the  ship  out  of  dock  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and,  as  J  said, 
she  is  going  out  at  this  moment. 

I  presume  thattmr  first  anfcigonisi  will  \»>  t\n' Monitor,  and  all  our 
endeavors  will  l>e  exerted  to  meet  her  successfully. 

I  have  careftilly  considered  your  letter,  with  the  one  from  your  friend 
Iti  Baltimore.    The  plan  of  iHjarding  ami  stopping  the  vcutliators  liiul 
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already  occorred  to  us,  bat  the  idea  of  blinding  the  helmsman  had  not, 
and  shall  be  adopted. 

I  leave  Norfolk  by  to-morrow's  tide,  and  shall  endeavor  to  ̂ leserve 
success,  if  we  do  not  obtain  it. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JosiAH  Tattnall, 

Flag- Officer  J  Commanditufy  etc, 
Hon.  S.  K.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

General  Order. 

Flag-Ofpioeb's  Office,  Dock  Yabd, 
Oonporty  Va.,  April  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  vessels  of  this  squadron  are  hereby  required  to  be  kept  in 
constant  readiness  for  service  at  short  notice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JosiAH  Tattnall, 

Flag-Officer^  Commanding  Naval  Defenses  in  Virginia. 
(Addressed  to  the  officers  commanding  vessels  of  his  8r][uadron.) 

Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
Flag-Officer  Tattnall^  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  against  the enemy. 

O.  8.  Navy  Depabtment, 
Richmond^  April  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  We  have  some  information  to-day  that  the  enemy  is  about  mov- 
ing, and  his  forces  are  said  to  be  large  and  his  transports  very  numer- 

ous at  Old  Point.  1  trust  you  will  be  able  to  penetrate  and  defeat  his 
designs. 

Captain  Lee  reports  the  ship  as  in  a  far  better  condition  than  she 

was  before  her  late  engagement,  and  the  constructor's  report  shows 
that  about  248  tons  of  iron  have  been  put  upon  her.  Do  not  hesitate 
or  wait  for  orders,  but  strike  when,  how,  and  where  your  judgment 
may  dictate.  Take  her  to  the  point  you  deem  best,  and  this  point  is 
left  entirely  to  your  discretion. 

If  it  be  the  enemy's  design  to  cross  the  river  by  means  of  his  trans- 
ports, may  he  not  do  so  at  nightf 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Oflicer  Jos.  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces,  James  liiver. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  com- 
mandant navy  yardj  Norfolk,  regarding  the  preparation  of  the  C.  S.  8. 

Virginia. 
C.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Richmond,  April  4,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  telegram  of  this  date,  that  you  are  "out  of  iron  for  the 
Virginia;  expected  a  load  down  last  night,  not  arrived;  want  it  imme- 

diately," has  just  been  received. 
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[1  fiuriiriaed  at  tlie  itit'ormsitioii.  Itwas  tUecoimtmctor'B  basiiiess 
0  ttdvise-tiie  Department  oftheiruu  and  thetiuaiitity  he  required,  and 

suflideiitly  in  ad  vain'e  to  {^iiard  against  the  least  delay,  and  the  delay  of 
the  sliip  for  *  Biugle  hour  for  the  want  of  iron  is  a  merious  respoDsibility. 

Knologcd  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  cumuunii^atioii  *  from  G«aei-al  Maf^rn- 
der,  received  thim  day,  vomplainiugof  the  criminal  tardineiss  in  putting 
on  the  iron,  aiid  although  he  speaks  of  matters  about  which  he  is 
ODiiifonued  I  deem  iL  nvceBaary  that  you  should  furnish  me  with  infor- 

mation as  to  tho  statements  he  makes  ui>on  the  mai<uer  in  which  the 
work  on  the  Virtihiia  has  bei-n  irouducted  since  she  tvcut  into  dock. 

It  has  been  the  Department's  orders  that  the  ship  should  be  made 
reiuly  for  »ea  in  the  shortest  {tosnible  time.  1  must  presume  that  no 
effort  has  been  Hpare<l  to  comply  with  it. 

You  will  please,  however,  without  relying  upon  any  authority,  nrge 
on  the  work  in  the  yard  in  the  most  efletitive  manner,  and  especially 
upon  the  Virginia  and  the  other  ironcia*!  ships,  and  you  will  not  hesi- 

tate to  report  promptly  any  officer  or  to  get  rid  of  any  man  who  faila 

to  put  forth  every  ell'ort  to  meet  the  demand  upon  us. The  crisis  demands  the  estraordinary  e^Lertions  of  all  loyal  men,  aud 
if  your  subordinates  fail  from  ]at:k  of  zeal  or  ability  we  must  supply 
their  places  nt  once. 

You  will  please  show  (leneral  Magruder's  letter  to  FlagOfflcer  Tatt- tall  for  his  information  con<»rning  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Malloby, 
Seeretury  of  the  yav^ 

('a))tain  S.  S.  Lbe, 
Comntawiing  A'ary  Yunl,  XnrMk. 

[TulKcnim.] 

Rkihmomd,  April  4,  Idt 
Make  every  preparation  to  take  the  ship  out  of  dock,  and  have  j 

ready  for  action  whenever  Flag-Oflicer  Tattnall  may  desire  and  Aet 
hpon  so  doing. 

H.  K.  Malloby, 
SccreUtry  of  the  Not 

Captain  S.  S.  Lkk, 

Commaittling  at  A'or/oZi. 

pjirf  of  Chi*/  Kmjine^r  Jinnmny,  C.  S.  -Vftf.Vi  reiiardint/  the  de/tia 
i-imditiiin  of  th«  imichinery  of  the  C.  S.  *'.   Viri/inia. 

C.  8.  8.  ViROIHIA, 

Off  Norfolk,  April  .'i,  Mi5S.  ' 
Sni:  From  my  past  and  present  exi>erienco  with  the  engines  of  tbia 

•vessel,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  they  can  not  be  relied  ui>ou.  I>uring 
[ft  cruise  of  two  years  whilst  I  was  attached  to  this  ship  in  the  United 
States  service  they  were  continually  breaking  down,  at  times  when 
leiist  expected,  and  the  ship  had  to  be  sailed  under  canvas  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  cniise.  When  she  returned,  the  chief  engineer 
reported  that  all  experiments  to  improve  their  working  aud  reliability 
mA  failed,  aud,  as  the  defects  were  radical,  embracing  the  entire  eugines, 
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recommended  that  they  should  be  removed  from  the  vessel,  and  snch 
was  the  intention  of  the  U.  S.  Government  before  she  fel  1  into  our  hands. 

The  engines  gave  out  yesterday,  as  I  had  occasion  to  report  to  you, 
after  running  only  a  few  hours,  and  as  I  can  not  insure  their  working 
any  length  of  time  consecutively  I  deem  it  uiy  duty  to  make  this  report. 

At  the  time  I  was  ordered  to  the  vessel  I  was  informed  that  it  was 

not  the  intention  to  take  the  ship  where  a  delay  occasioned  by  a  de- 
rangement in  the  machinery  would  endanger  her  safety,  and  that  she 

uould  always  be  accessible  to  the  navy  yard  for  repairs;  this  is  the 
reason  why  1  have  deferred  making  this  report  until  this  time;  and  I 
also  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Navy  Department  was  aware 
of  the  defective  nature  of  the  machinery,  and  [that]  her  movements 
\M)uld  be  directed  with  a  reference  to  this. 

Each  time  that  we  have  gone  down  I  have  had  to  make  repairs  which 
could  not  have  been  done  aboard  ship  very  well,  or,  if  done  at  all,  would 
have  required  a  great  deal  of  time. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 
H.  ASHTON  Kamsay, 

Chief  Engineer. 
Flag-Officer  JosiAH  Tattnall, 

Commanding  C,  S.  Naval  Forces^  Waters  of  Virginia, 

Additional  report  of  Chief  Engineer  Ramsay,  C.  8.  Navy^  regarding  the 
engities  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia. 

0.  S.  S.  Virginia,  [April  — ,  ]d6J2.] 
Sir  :  The  engines  of  this  ship  are  not  disconnected,  and  one  can  not 

be  worked  alone.  As  long  as  the  vacuum  of  the  forward  engine  holds 
good,  the  engines  might  be  run  by  working  the  after  engine  high  pres- 

sure, but  as  the  vacuum  of  either  engine  is  at  all  times  precarious,  and 
if  the  vacuum  of  the  forward  engine  should  fail,  the  engines  would 
stop.  Using  one  engine  high  pressure  would  also  require  a  great  deal 
of  steam,  which  the  boilers  can  not  generate  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  air-pump  valves  are  now  being  overhauled,  and  unless  there  is 
something  more  serious  than  I  now  anticipate  I  hope  to  be  ready  by 
night. 

Respectfully, 
H.  AsHToN  Ramsay. 

Lieutenant  Jones, 
Executive  Officer, 

General  Order  of  Flag- Officer  Tattnall,  C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  plan  of 
attaching  the  U.  8.  8.  Monitor. 

C.  S.  S.  Virginia,  April  S,  1S62. 
It  is  supposed  that  in  my  conference  with  the  commanders  of  vessels 

on  the  0th  instant  the  plan  of  boarding  the  Monitor  with  the  four 
smaller  steamers  was  well  understood;  but,  to  prevent  the  i>ossibility 
of  mistake,  this  general  order  on  the  subject  is  issut^d.  The  Monitor^s 
weak  points  are  the  smokestack,  the  ventilators,  the  pilot  house,  and 
the  joint  or  opening  between  the  revolving  tower  and  the  deck.  She  is 
also  exposed  through  her  openings  to  the  action  of  imdammable 
materials. 
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I  By  fttoppiiif;  the  Rmokeatiiek  witli  vivt  blankctn  or  )«ail  clotlio  or  other 
fci table  material,  it  is  piohahli'  tli>it  the  ttuioke  and  gas  will  drive  the 
crew  from  below  aud  out  of  the  towei'. 
A  sail,  or  cloth  of  any  kind,  tliiown  over  the  pilot  house  will  bliuti 

tlie  pilot  and  render  the  helm  uiseless. 
Wedges  driven  between  the  tower  and  deck  will  stop  it-s  revolving. 

"^o  erteet  these  ends,  the  eaptaijis  of  the  vesaela  will  supply  Iheiii- vvm  with  the  necessary  material  aod  will  have  officers  and  men 
ifted  lor  the  iierforiuancc  of  einh  particular  duty.  That  is,  a  gaui; 

.0  cover  Ruiokestack,  one  to  stop  veutihilors,  one  to  cover  tower,  one  to 
cover  pilot  bouse,  u  small  one  with  boltles  of  turpentine  and  niatchea, 
aud  one  with  hammers  and  wedges. 
The  Hteamera  Putrick  Henri/,  Jmaentotrn,  Biaufort,  and  Raleigh,  in 

the  immediate  command  of  Captain  Tucker,  will  take  such  a  position 
as  Captain  Tucker  maydeempropericonsideringthecharacter  of  these 
vessels,  while  the  Virninia  engages  the  Monitor,  and  Oaptain  Tucker 
with  said  st^amerH  will  hold  biuitielf  in  readiness  to  close  aud  boanl 

the  Mvnilor  on  sigrjal  for  "close  action-'  from  the  Hagship.  Until  HUch 
signal  is  made  Oaptain  Tucker  in  to  exercise  bis  own  Judgment  in 
regard  to  the  four  Bt«amers,  and  he  may,  if  he  sees  fit,  board  before  the 
signal. 

The  nio<le  of  securing  the  vebsels  alongside  the  Monitor  and  the  geu- 
ral  details  are  left  to  the  commanders  of  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
.losiAH  Tattsall, 

Flag-OfUcfTr  Commanding  Xni-al  J}e/m»i-ii. 

lictter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Na-vy  of  Ike  Confederate  Stales  to  Ftag- 
Offlcer  Taltnad,  G.  H.  Navy,  reganUng  the  movemcnU  of  Ihe  enemy,  irith 
&ugge»tiont  regarding  the  C,  S,  H,  Virginia, 

ion  Aden  tial.j  C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  April  n,  lfif,S. 

HiK:  Enclosed  I  hand  you  a  copy  of  General  Lee's  commuuteation, 
received  today,  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  suggestive 
of  those  of  the  Vtrginiii.  Uhoiild  you  conclude  to  adopt  the  views  be 
expresses,  telegraph  uie,  that  immediate  means  may  be  taken  to  place 
coal  at  or  near  Yorktown  for  your  use. 

(leueral  Magruder  to-day  announces  one  frigate  {steamer),  three  gun-  _ 

)Dats.  one  steam  tug,  and  one  bridge  boat  oti'  the  I'oiiuoBin  Kiver.  He  ' Jhiuks  also  that  the  euemy  has  commenced  batteries  along  his  front, 
Mid  that  he  has  a  very  large  force.  Reports  state  the  enemy's  trans- 

ports as  reaching  neiirly  two  hundred.  A  wholesome  fear  of  the  Vir- 
ginia lias,  I  think,  induced  him  to  abandon  his  plan  of  crossing  his 

troops  from  Newport  News  and  Old  Point  to  attat^'k  Norfolk,  for  his 
present  more  tardy  operations  on  the  jieninsula.  Conld  you  destroy 
his  transport^  yon  would  scatter  his  army  to  the  winds. 

1  am  informeil,  but  npnn  no  reliable  authority,  that  the  t-'loyd  gun  of 
Old  i'oint  has  been  mounted  adoat  for  the  express  benefit  of  the 
Virginia. 
Your  ufQcial  and  private  notes  are  received.  I  suptmsed  yimr  jMjrt 

shutters  had  all  been  adjusted. 
1  regard  the  Virginin  as  of  the  Hrst  im|>ortanc«  to  the  safety  of  Nor- 

folk, aud  bence,  though  the  suggesfion  of  Geueral  Lee  of  a  dash  at 
the  enemy  in  York  Hiver  holds  on  t  a  temptation  to  go  at  him  at  once, 
it  should  not  l>e  made  If  Norfolk  is  to  lie  shortly  exposed  to  capture. 
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You  are  very  much  in  the  hands  of  your  pilots.  I  am  convinced  that 
they  might  have  placed  the  ship  nearer  the  Minnenota  in  the  late  engage- 

ment than  they  did,  and  that  they  erred  from  a  high  sense  of  responsi- 
bility only.  Should  you  find  yourself  similarly  placed,  I  mean  as 

Buchanan  was,  and  choose  to  stimulate  their  ambition  by  promises  of 
promotion  lor  gallant  service  in  an  emergency,  all  I  can  say  [is]  that  I 
will  endeavor  to  [do]  them  ample  justice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  N^avy. 
Flag-OflBcer  Josiah  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  ForceHy  etc. 

[Enclosure.  1 
Headquarters, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  8,  186J2, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  from  recent  developments 

of  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  in  the  peninsula,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
they  are  endeavoring  to  change  their  base  of  operations  from  James  to 
York  Eiver.  This  change  has  no  doubt  been  occasioned  by  their  fear 
of  the  effect  of  the  Virginia  upon  their  shipping  in  the  James.  Gen- 

eral Magruder  informs  me  that  their  gunboats  and  transports  have 
appeared  off  Shipping  [Ship]  Point,  on  the  Poquosin,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  York,  where  they  intend,  apparently,  to  establish  a  landing  for 
stores,  preparatory  to  moving  against  our  lines  at  Yorktown. 

They  could  easily  ascend  York  and  the  Pamunkey  rivers  with  their 
gunboats  and  transports  as  high  as  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  latter 
if  they  succeed  in  passing  the  defenses  at  Yorktown. 

I  respectfully  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  practicability  of  the 
Virginians  passing  Fort  Monroe  in  thenight  to  York  River.  She  could, 
by  destroying  the  enemy's  gunboats  and  transports,  thwart  this  design. 
After  effecting  this  object  she  could  again  return  to  Hampton  lioads 
under  cover  of  night.  I  would,  however,  recommend  that  the  Virginia, 
previously  to  an  attempt  against  the  enemy  in  York  River,  should 
strike  a  blow  at  their  transports  and  shipping  in  Hampton  Roads  and 
the  bay  outside  of  Forts  Monroe  and  O^houn,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  an  attack  on  Norfolk.  In  this  manner  she  could  so 
cripple  their  means  of  supplying  their  army  as  to  prevent  its  moving 
against  Richmond,  while  she  would  deter  any  movement  against  Nor- 

folk. Coal  could  be  sent  by  railroad  and  York  River  to  Yorktown  for 
her  use. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, R.  E.  Lee, 

General. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Malloby, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. 

Report  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  explaining  the  d^lay  in 
the  preparation  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Virginia. 

Commandant's  Office,  Dockyard, 
Oosport,  April  8,  1862. 

Sib  :  Herewith  I  enclose  a  letter*  from  Mr.  Porter,  in  reply  to  extracts 
with  which  he  was  furnished  from  General  Magruder's  letter  of  the  3d 

*  Not  foand. 



to  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  the  "(Timinal  neplect''  in  fitting 
the  Virginia  for  service,  lu  justice  to  nil  concerned,  I  beg  Icax-e  to 
Ktut«  that  uo  time  was  '  st  in  preparing  the  slii|> ;  the  work  was  prose- 

cuted every  day  iu  the  week.  Sundays  iucluded,  and  od  occasions  all 
uight.  The  labor  of  pntting  on  the  iron  IsiinmeuRe  and  tedious.  First, 

the  plates  are  heated  at  the  smith's  and  cut  in  two;  they  are  then 
shaped  by  means  of  molds,  and  finally  transferred  to  the  machine  shop 
to  be  drilled.  The  operation  of  putting  them  on  is  necessarily  tedious, 
as  the  bars  are  very  heavy  and  hut  few  men  can  get  at  them  to  work 
on  the  stages.  In  short,  the  ship  has  gone  down  with  everything  done 
for  her  that  wjis  required,  except  putting  on  her  port  shutters  and  the 
iron  below  her  water  line,  which  was  partially  finished. 

The  broadside  ^Hirts  are  now  in  hand,  and  were  only  required  on  the 
3d;  at  least,  I  never  heard  that  they  were  intended  to  he  put  on  mitil 

that  date.  The  commodore,  on  the  morning  of  that  day,'  spoke  to  me  of them  and  expressed  a  wish  to  have  them  fitted.  I  put  them  in  the 
smith  shop  forthwith  to  be  fitted  up.  .  Each  shatter  has  to  be  adjusted 
to  its  respective  port.  We  finiahed  thowe  for  the  head  and  stern  jKirts  and 
they  worked  satisfactorily,  and  were  going  on  with  the  bow,  quarter, 
and  broadside  shutters  when  the  ship  was  undocked.  Some  iulditionni 
iron  arrived  yesterday  a.id  will  at  once  be  prepared  for  use.  No  n-qui- 
sitions  tending  to  promote  the  pnblic  interests  or  supply  the  sqnadrou 
in  a  proper  maunerhsveat  any  time  been  neglected.  The  officers  of  the 
Virginia  were  specially  coiisnlted  as  her  repairs  prof^^ssed. 

In  view  of  the  facta  here  stated,  and  those  laid  before  the  Depart- 
ment by  Mr.  Porter,  1  feel  assured  that  this  yard  and  its  officers  will 

staod  acquitted  of  the  hiuity  impeachments  contained  in  General 

Magrnder's  letter,  which,  .is  you  will  observe,  were  based  on  erroueoua 
and  imperfect  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, S.  S.  Leb, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  3.  R.  Mallobt, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond. 

Lettter/rom  the  Secretary  of  the  iVary  of  the  Confederate  Stat^it  to  Hon. 
R.  M.  T.  Uvnter,  gifing  information  regoriiing  the  preparation  of  the 
C.  S.  S.  Virginia. 

C.  S,  \AVY  DEI'ABTMKNT, 
KichmontI,  Va.,  April  t/,  1863. 

SiB:  As  the  work  recently  iwrformcd  on  the  Virginia  in  dock  has 
been  greatly  misrepresented,  1  hand  yon  herewith  such  information  aa 
will  show  yon  the  a^^tion  of  the  Department  on  the  subject.  Tlie  con- 

structor bad  not  completed  the  ship  when  she  went  out  to  meet  the 
enemy  on  the  8th  ultimo. 

Within  an  hour  after  the  telegraph  announced  in  Riohmond  on  the 

8th  of  March  that  the  Virginia  was  engaged  with  the  enemy's  ships,  I 
gave  an  order  to  roll  and  prepare  iron  plates  to  repair  her  assumed 
and  antictpat«d  damages. 

On  the  loth  of  March  I  telegra{>hed  FlagOlficer  Forrest  that  the 
iron  was  being  roIle<l  and  that  S  tons  were  on  the  way  to  Norfolk. 

On  the  nth  of  Marcli  1  telegraphed  him  to  "urge  repairs  of  Virginia 
day  and  night;  spare  neither  nieu  nor  money,"  and  wrote  to  him  by mail  to  tbe  same  effect. 
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On  the  12th,  wrote  to  him  as  follows: 
Yon  will  please  have  shot  forged  and  turned  immediately,  according  to  the 

drawing  sent  herewith ;  set  the  workmen  at  them  without  the  loss  of  an  hour. 

On  the  17th  (Oaptain  Buchanan  and  Lieutenant  Jones  having 
earnestly  urged  the  more  perfect  protection  of  the  hull  of  the  vessel), 
wrote  to  him  as  follows : 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  letter  of  Lientenant  Jones,  communicating  the  views  of 
Captain  Buchanan.  The  iron  plating  on  the  hull  seems  indispensable,  and  it  is  being 
rolled  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  strengthening  forward  would  also  seem  to  be 
necessary.  Please  consult  with  Constructor  Porter  and  inform  me,  not  by  telegraph 
but  by  letter,  how  long  the  additions  will  detain  the  vessel. 

On  the  19th,  telegraphed  him  as  follows: 

You  hifv'e  not  replied  to  my  letter  relative  to  putting  iron  on  the  Virginia,  Are 
you  placing  it  on  as  directed  f 

On  the  20th,  wrote  to  him  as  follows : 

Every  means  possible  to  hasten  the  Virginians  readiness  for  sea  must  be  exerted, 
and  the  Department  must  be  kept  constantly  and  promptly  advised  of  her  progress. 

On  the  23d,  telegraphed  to  him  as  follows: 
In  consequence  of  the  long  time  which  must  be  consumed  in  putting  iron  upon 

sides  of  the  Virginia^  as  per  your  report,  you  will  omit  doing  it  now.  Is  she  ready 
otherwise  f    Answer. 

On  the  24th,  wrote  to  Captain  Lee  (who  was  ordered  to  the  command 
of  the  yard)  as  follows: 

You  wiU  pleaHe  urge  on  the  manufacture  of  the  wrought-iron  shot  according  to  the 
drawing  sent  eight  days  ago  for  the  Virginia^  and  you  will  report  her  readiness  and 
preparation  for  action.  iHease  have  her  in  readiness  and  condition  to  move  at  any 
moment.    Flag-Offloer  Tattnall  had  been  ordered  to  report  for  the  command. 

On  the  26th,  wrote  to  him  as  follows: 
A  drawing  of  wronght-iron  shot  for  the  Virginia  was  sent  to  the  address  of  the 

commandant  of  the  navv  yard  on  the  12th  instant,  with  instructions  to  have  them 
made  without  the  loss  or  an  hour.  I  am  not  yet  advised  whether  the  drawing  was 
received,  or  what  progress  is  being  made  with  the  shot.  You  will  therefore  please 
inform  me  whether  it  was  received,  and  how  many  shot  have  been  made.  The  form, 
a8  exhibited  by  the  drawing,  was  determined  by  careful  experiment. 

I'he  original  design  in  plating  the  Virginia  was  to  bring  the  water  2  feet  over  the eaves  of  the  roof  or  casemate,  and  this  the  iron  on  her  bends  may  accomplish.  But 
until  this  is  done  the  vessel  mast  be  brought  down  in  the  water  as  designed,  and 
you  will  have  everything  ready  to  bring  her  down  when  she  comes  out  of  dock.  A 
neglect  of  this  precaution  may  lose  the  ship. 

Having  been  advised  by  Flag-Officer  Forrest  that  five  or  six  weeks  would  be  neces- 
sarily occupied  in  the  iron  on  her  bends,  it  is  not  deemed  expedient,  in  the  present 

exigencies  of  the  public  service,  to  keep  the  ship  so  long  unemployed,  but  you  must 
adopt  the  necessary  precaution  to  bring  her  down  in  the  water.  Her  bends  and  her 
])ropeller  are  her  weak  points. 

On  the  26th  the  following  report  from  the  constructor  on  condition 
of  Virginia  was  made : 
Prow  in  place  and  nearly  completed.  All  the  iron  on  the  shield  is  finished. 

Plating  on  new  deck  aft  finished  to-day.  Ports  nearly  completed.  Pumping  water 
out  of  dock  to  look  at  bottom. 

On  the  27th  the  following  dispatch  was  received  from  Captain  Lee: 
The  work  on  the  Virginia  is  rapidly  bringing  to  close.  She  wiU  be  ready  in  a  few 

days.    We  work  night  and  day  and  Sundays. 

On  the  28th  the  following  report  was  made  by  the  constructor: 
Prow  is  finished;  repairs  all  done.  Putting  iron  on  below  the  eaves  or  knuckle. 

£ighty-two  pieces  on  and  others  progressing  rapidly. 
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On  tlie  2fttli  the  Collowing  report  was  mmlo  by  lUe  itoiistructor: 

Till' skip  (iiin  oomo  out  of  dock  uuy  diiy.  but  it  woiiUi  inaki^  lier  luncli  better  ̂  
' " '  T  to  ItiiisU  tlie  Bide  plutiti([.     Put  «n  ycMtetday  SB  plntes. 

>u  tliH  3lat  the  tbllnwing  report  war  made  by  the  <;nnntmctor: 
Dndditioiml.     Tbt-nhield  liaanl 

Ou  the  Ist  itl'Aiiril,  t«legriiph('tl  to  Oaiilaiii  Lee  as  ToIIowh: 
rill  Iho  I'ii'iriHia  come  oiitof  dock  f    Let  lue  know  at  thu  eiir1ie8t  iii 

I  And  received  the  following  reply : 

I'irginia  will  lie  ready  to  conn-  out  of  dook  nny  rUy  niter  Wediiesiiuy  nfxt  at 
fmnU  ti(l«. 

On  the  2d  of  April  the  following  report  was  made  by  the  conafrnctor: 
Vf^nteriluy  iii  plaicA;  in 

On  the  3d  of  April  the  following  report  was  made  by  the  constructor: 
ti  yenterday  lid  platen;  iu  nil,  od  sidra,  SItl. 

[  On  the4th  of  April  the  following  report  was  maile  by  theconstnicitor: 
Put  uu  yesterday  5C>  platca ;  in  all  on,  391. 

On  the  5th  of  April  the  following  report  was  made  by  the  conatmctor: 

1*111011  yeiterdHy  11  plates;  in  ult  on,  132.     fitting  broadside  port  tbuttcn. 

On  the7tli  of  April  the  following  report  was  made  Iiy  the  constructor: 
II  alt,  440  plates,  extending  down  the  sides  3)  feet  beluw  tbe  nikVM,  and 

istandiuu  riir  160  feet  from  fnrwiu'd  ou   both  sides,     f^hip  is  nnl   of  doik  an<l  the 
_  Irafl  of  water  in  that  which  \^a»  inteuded  aad.  iu  arrordaiice  with  tlie  order  Ironi  the 
Di^artnient. 

On  tlie  25th  and  29tb  ultimo,  and  on  the  3d  instant,  I  wrote  to  Flag- 
Oflicer  Tattn.ill,  giving  liim  iuformatiuu  its  to  the  designsof  the  enemy 

i  enjoining  liim  to  keep  himself  advised  of  their  movements  in  the 
mds  and  to  strike  with  his  squadron  when  and  where  his  judgment 

pic  tat  ed. 
I  am,  resi>ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  U.  Malloby, 

tiwreiary  of  the  Jfai 
^on.  R.  M.  T.  HtJNTKH, 

C.  A".  Senate,  liichtHonH,  \'a. 

K>rl  of  Flag-Office Tatlnill,    C.  S.  Xary,  ffiriug  the  pitn 
upon  the  CTiCTny. 

Norfolk,  Ta.,  April  lo.  ;,««?. 
Sre:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  oouliileii- 

tiai  letter  of  yenterdnyV  date.  The  plan  !  propone  is  to  attm-k  thrt 
enemy's  transports  lying  above  the  forts,  near  Hampton  On-ek,  in 
doing  which  tbe  pilots  t«II  me  that  1  tihall  be  three-quiiit«rs  of  a  mile 
from  the  tranajiorts  and  li  from  the  forts.  These  trans]>orts  consist  of 
umaller  vesseli)^  of  light  draft. 

The  Monilitr  is  oft'  Hampton  Creek,  and  will  doobth'ss  engage  this 
i«lii|i.  I  shall  not  notice  hc-r  nntil  she  closes  wiib  me,  Iml  dirci-t  my 
fire  on  the  transports.  There  must  he,  however,  a  coinbul  with  the 
J/ottittir, 
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I  presume  that  so  long  as  the  Monitor  is  efficient,  it  will  not  do  to 
run  the  gantlet  of  the  forts,  as  she  might  iu  my  absence  run  up  to  Nor- 

folk and  destroy  the  yard. 
Without  reference  to  the  Monitor,  however,  I  think  it  more  than 

doubtful  whether  the  passage  of  the  forts  could  be  effected  by  the 
Virginia  at  present,  for  the  reason  I  have  already  stated  to  you — the 
want  of  port  covers  to  protect  the  guns  and  the  interior  of  the  ship. 
In  passing  such  formidable  batteries  it  will  be  wonderful  if  a  gun  be 
left  serviceable. 

I  have  been  aware  from  the  first  that  my  command  is  dangerous  to 
my  reputation,  from  the  expectations  of  the  public,  founded  on  the  suc- 

cess of  Commodore  Buchanan,  and  I  have  looked  to  a  different  field 
from  his  to  satisfy  them.  I  shall  never  find  in  Hampton  Boads  the 
opportunity  my  gallant  friend  found. 

I  see  no  chance  for  me  but  to  pass  the  forts  and  strike  elsewhere,  and 
I  shall  be  gratified  by  your  authority  to  do  so  as  soon  as  the  ship  shall 
be  in  a  suitable  condition. 

If  the  presence  of  the  Virginia  at  Yorktown  be  deemed  at  Richmond 
of  such  paramount  importance  as  to  call  for  the  passage  of  the  forts  at 

all  hazards,  I  will,  on  hearing  from  you  by  telegragh  to  that  efi'ect,  at once  attempt  it. 
It  still  blows  hard  from  the  northeast,  with  thick  weather,  which 

detains  me  at  my  anchors.  I  hope  that  more  of  the  enemy's  transports 
have  been  obliged  to  seek  shelter  above  the  forts. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JosiAH  Tattnall, 

Flag- Officer^  Commanding ^  etc. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secret4iry  of  the  Navy. 

Order  of  Flag  Officer  Tattnall,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Tucker,  C.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  steamer  Harmony. 

O.  S.  Flagship  Virginia,  April  13, 1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  send  the  Harmony,  w\t\i  as  few  men  as  can 

take  care  of  her,  to  the  yard  and  transfer  her  back  to  the  commandant 
of  the  yard.    Mr.  Owens,  gunner,  is  authorized  to  receive  her. 

I  wish  to  see  you  on  public  service,  and  you  will  please  repair  on 
board  this  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JosiAH  Tattnall, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  Jno.  R.  Tucker, 

Commanding  0.  IS.  IS.  Patrick  Henry,  Off  Norfolk. 

Letter  from  tJie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  Statr4t  to  Flag- 
Officer  Tattnall,  C.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  information  forwarded 
to  the  War  Department  regarding  plan  of  naval  operations. 

G.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  April  18, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  my  letter  of 
the  lOth  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the  endorsement  made 
thereon  by  General  Lee,  to  whom  it  was  referred. 
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I  biive  iiotbiiig  to  add  tn  tlio  orders  alrea^ly  given.  Tbe  French 
minister,  now  here,  informs  mi-  that  tlic  enemy  will  soon  have  two  addi- 
tiooiil  irooclnd  vessels  in  Uam|>t<)ti  Roads,  to  coojierate  with  (.ieuerul 
McClellan. 

By  reference  to  the  m»i>  you  will  see  the  position  occupied  by  tleneral 
Magruder's  right  wing,  the  Warwick  Eiver.     lie  inlbrms  the  War 
Department  that  the  enemy  is  preparing  to  throw  troops  acrosB  this 

river,  a  movement  which,  it*  successful,  will  compel  the  abandonment  of 
Mulberry  Island.     I  was  not  aware  that  any  of  the  enemy's  vessels  had 
attempted  to  ascend  the  James  River  even  this  far,  but  tbe  jienerars 
dispat«h  is  official,  and  he  ojipresses  au  earnest  wish  for  assistance  ia 

that  qiiai't4sr. 
Tbe  enemy's  vessels  are  probably  small  gunboats. 
Please  keep  me  advised  of  your  movements. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
8.  K.  Malloey, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary 
Flag-Officer  Josiah  Tattnall.  C.  S.  Xaty, 

Commaniting  Xaval  De/ennea,  etv.,  Nor/olk,  Va. 
iKDolo.ure.1 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richvwwi,  April  16, 1863. 

Sir:  For  your  information,  I  communicate  the  following  as  the  sab- 
stance  of  the  orders  issue<l  to  FlagOtticer  Tattnall : 

He  has  been  ordered  to  keep  himself  informed  of  tbe  enemy's  move- 
ments in  the  roads,  to  destroy  his  transports,  to  prevent  him  from 

crossing  or  ascending  James  Itiver,  and  to  render  his  sqiuKlrun  as 
destructive  and  formidable  to  the  enemy  as  practicable. 

If  the  mill tarj- operations  on  the  peninsula  can,  in  your  judgment,  be 
better  supported  or  assisted  by  further  or  different  orders,  with  due 
regard  to  the  protection  of  Norfolk,  yon  will  please  indicate  your  views. 

\'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 8.  K.  Mallorv, 
Secretary  of  the  JVary. 

Secbktarv  of  Wa8. 

Headquarters, 
Richmond,  April  IT,  1862. 

1  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Virginia,  after  damaging 

the  enemy's  trausports,  destroying  his  means  of  communication  in 
Hampton  Hoads  as  far  as  practicable,  tuni  lier  attention  to  the  harbor 
of  Yorktown,  if  it  is  considered  safe  for  her,  under  cover  of  night,  to 
pass  Fort  Monroe. 

The  enemy  has  transferred  the  depots  for  the  supply  of  his  army  to 

Poquosin  Kiver  and  Wormley's  Creek,  which  are  nearer  his  line  of 
operations  and  safe  from  the  assaults  of  our  fieet. 

It.  B.  Lee. 

OrnrrnU 

Report  of  FlagO^ie^  Tattnall,  C.  8.  Nary,  of  the  morevient  of  an  addi- 
tional naeal  force  info  the  Jamea  River. 

Flagship  Vibqinia, 
Norfolk.  April  19,  1863. 

Sir:  As  tbe  army  of  the  enemy  on  the  peninsula  has  commenced 

operations  on  General  Magruder's  front  1  have  thought  it  advisable  to 
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send  an  additional  naval  force  into  the  James  liiver,  thinking  that  it 
may  render  service  on  the  general's  flank.  I  therefore  last  evening 
dispatched  the  Jamestown^  Lieutenant  Oommanding  Barney,  and  the 
Baleighy  Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander,  into  the  James  Kiver,  and 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  passed  the  batteries  at  Newport 
News  in  the  night. 

I  send  yon  herewith  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Barney. 

Things  remain  in  the  same  condition  at  Fort  Monroe.    The  enemy's 
vessels  are  either  directly  under  the  guns  of  or  below  the  fort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JosiAH  Tattnall, 

Flag- Officer  J  Commanding. Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory. 
[EnolcMore.] 

Flagship  Virginia, 
Gosport  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yardy  April  18, 1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  Jamestown  under  your  com- 
mand, accompanied  by  the  steamer  Raleigh,  into  the  James  Biver  at  the 

first  favorable  opportunity  you  may  find  to  pass  the  enemy's  batteries 
at  l^ewx)ort  News. 

On  your  arrival  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Confederate  forces  under  Major- 
General  Magruder  you  will  communicate  with  that  officer  as  soon  as 
possible  and  render  him  in  his  operations  against  the  enemy  all  the  aid 
in  your  power. 

On  falling  in  with  the  steamer  Teaser  you  will  take  her  under  your 
orders,  making  the  force  under  your  command  to  consist  of  the  James- 
totcn,  the  RaMgh,  and  the  Teaser. 
You  will  communicate  to  me  all  matters  of  imx>ortance  through  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  any  other  more  direct  way. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JosiAH  Tattnall, 

Fla^'Officer,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  N.  Barnbt, 

Commanding  Jamestown. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Barney,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  8.  James- 
toton,  of  arrival  in  the  James  River. 

G.  S.  S.  Jamestown, 
City  Point,  April  19, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  Flag-Officer  Tattnall  I  forward 
through  you  the  enclosed  rex>ort,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  etc., J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  S.  K.  Mallort, 
Secretary  of  Navy,  Richmond. 

[Enclosare.] 

C.  S.  8.  Jamestown, 
City  Point,  April  19, 1862. 

Flag-Opfigbr:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to 
your  order  of  18th  instant  I  left  Norfolk  last  evening,  taking  the 
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schiMioer  Beauregard^  loittled  with  ii'on,  in  tow.  and  nboiit  9:-JM)  p.  m. 
passed  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Nt^wport  Xewg  without  beiiif!  noticod. 
1  anchored  off  Mulberry  Island,  where  i  was  Joined  l»y  the  Tender, 
LJentetiant  CoriiuiiindiDg  Webb,  I  reported  by  letter  to  Major-Geueral 
Magnider  and,  leavinp;  at  daylight,  towed  the  Beauregard  to  this  plitce. 
I  have  been  employed  all  day  coaling  ship,  and  purpose  continuing  to 
do  80  to-night  and  returning  early  in  the  morning  to  Mulberry  Island. 
1  was  joined  here  by  the  Katcii/k,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander, 
wiio  also  ran  the  blockade  safely.  He  came  here  for  coal.  1  would 
snggest  that  it  is  advisable  to  have  more  coal  sent  to  this  point,  as  I 
shall  probably  only  leave  50  or  60  tons. 

Very  respectfully,  etc..  J.  N.  Barney, 
Lifttitenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Oificer  JosiAH  Tattnall, y^or/olk. 

Order  of  thr  SeereUiry  of  the  yary  of  the  Confederate  Statfii  to  the  com- 
mandant nary  yard,  Xorfotk,  to  consult  with  General  Johnnton,  C.  S. 

Army, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  April  Hi,  IStiS, 

Sir:  Your  letter*  of  the  10th  instant,  asking  instructions  us  to  your 
action  in  certain  contingencies,  hiLs  been  received. 

You  will  consult  with  General  Johnston  on  the  subject  and  act 
accordingly. 

I  am,  respeccfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  B.  Malloky. 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 
Captain  S.  S.  Leb, 

Commandinij  Sary  Turd,  Xorfolk,  Ya. 

Order  of  FIdffOffieer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Ttuker,  C.  8. 
Saey,  lo  atiiumc  command  of  the  narat  force  in  James  River. 

Flagship  Viroinla, 
Ooaport,  April  :.V.  ISCS. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  on  the  first  favorable  opporlanity,  with  the 
steamer  I'atrick  Henry  under  your  command,  into  the  James  River, 
and  assume  the  command  of  the  dutiichment  from  the  stjuadron  already 
there. 
The  steamer  Bennfort  will  be  ordered  to  Join  you  as  soon  aa  her 

repairs  are  completed. 
You  will  coniinunicate,  as  soon  na  possible  after  you  reach  the  river, 

with  MajoMieneral  Magruder,  aud  exercise  your  judgment  iu  render- 
ing to  that  officer  all  the  aid  in  your  power  in  his  operations  agaiu»t 

the  enemy. 
Be  pleased  to  report  to  me  all  important  matters  through  the  Secre- 

tary of  the  Navy,  or  by  any  more  du-eet  opportunity  that  may  oiler, 
I  um,  sir,  i'esi>eetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JostAH  Tattnall, 

FlagOffieer,  Commanding,  etc, 
Commandei-  J.  It.  Tucker, 

Commanding  Patrirh  Henry. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Lieutenant 
Webbj  C,  S.  Navyy  commanding  C,  S.  S.  Teaser,  to  tow  a  vessel  loaded 
with  timber  to  Eiohmond. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department^  Richmond,  April  20, 1862. 

Sir:  With  the  vessel  under  your  command  you  will  tow  to  this  city 
a  vessel  now  in  the  James  River  about  City  Point  loaded  with  timber 

for  this  Department.  ' 
The  timber  is  required  for  immediate  use. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
Lieutenant  Wm.  A.  Webb,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Pommanding  the  Steamer  Teaser,  James  River,  City  Point,  Va, 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Nany,  regarding  the  naval  force  in 
James  River,  and  the  future  operations  of  the  C.  S.  8.  Virginia. 

Flagship  Virginia,  April  21, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 

the  Idth  instant. 
I  informed  you,  under  date  of  the  19th  instant,  that,  anticipating  the 

wishes  of  Geueral  Magruder,  I  had  dispatched  to  the  James  River  the 
steamers  Jamestown  and  Raleigh. 

1  presume  that  they  passed  Newport  News  in  safety,  as  no  firing  was 
heard  at  that  point,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  of  them  since.  They 
were  followed  yesterday  by  the  Patrick  Henry,  Commander  Tucker, 
who,  I  think,  must  have  passed  the  forts  last  night,  as  the  weather  was 
favorable.  The  Beaufort  will  leave  tonight  for  the  same  destination, 
unless  her  services  should  be  required  on  the  canal,  the  enemy  having 
made  a  demonstration  in  that  direction.  I  have  tendered  her  to  Gen- 

eral Huger,  but  he  thiuks  that  he  will  not  need  her. 
The  squadron  in  the  river  will  then  consist  of  the  Patrick  Henry, 

Jamestown,  Raleigh,  Beaufort,  and  Teaser;  that  is,  of  all  the  vessels  of 
my  command,  excepting  the  Virginia,  which,  owing  to  her  draft  of 
water,  can  not  ascend  the  river  farther  than  4  miles  above  Newport 
News,  and  therefore  can  be  of  no  direct  aid  to  General  Magruder  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Warwick  River. 

Vou  express  surprise  that  the  enemy's  vessels  should  have  attempted 
to  ascend  the  James  River  as  far  as  the  Warwick. 

The  enemy's  vessels  of  light  draft  can  go  from  Fortress  Monroe  to 
Newport  News,  a  distance  of  but  6  miles,  with  perfect  impunity. 

On  examining  the  chart  of  Hampton  Roads,  you  will  find  that  from 
9  to  10  feet  water  at  low  water  can  be  carried  near  the  land,  and  inside 
of  Hampton  Bar,  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Newport  News  (the  mouth 

of  James  River).  By  this  route  the  enemy's  gunboats  and  vessels  of 
light  draft  can  pass  into  the  James  River  without  hindrance  from  the 
Virginia,  unless  the  latter  be  placed  permanently  at  Newport  News. 
This  would  close  the  navigation  entirely,  but  would  enable  the  enemy's 
fieet,  by  a  sudden  movement  into  Hampton  Roads,  to  cut  her  off  from 
Norfolk  and  force  her  into  a  decisive  contest  with  an  overwhelming 
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force.  I  am  salisticd  that  their  object  iii  uot  ac«e|itiii|;  tbe  challenge  of 
the  Virnmia  on  her  late  trip  to  tlio  roiuls  was  to  rtriiw  the  latter  to 
Kewport  News  either  with  this  view  or  to  entangle  her  in  obstructions, 
which  1  have  reason  to  believe  they  have  placed  there. 

I  beg,  therefore,  to  prevent  misionreptions,  that  it  may  be  ilistiuctly 

uuderatooil  by  tlie  War  Department  that  I  can  not  prevent  the  enemy's 
gunboats  or  ligbt-draft  transports  from  entering  and  ascending  the 
James  Biver,  or  their  army  crossiit^  it,,  except  so  far  as  the  force  of 
steamers  I  have  placed  in  the  river  may  prevent  it.  Ou  this,  however, 
1  have  but  little  reliance,  as  the  enemy  can  at  any  ti  nie  send  a  force  so 
superior  as  to  compel  them  to  retire  upon  the  river  behind  our  forts. 
1  am  of  the  opinion,  therefore,  tliat  these  steamers  would  have  been  of 
more  service  here  in  occasionally  making  a  dash  at  night  across  the 
roads  into  the  channel  1  have  referred  to  between  Fortress  Monroe  and 
J<ewport  J«ew8  for  tho  purpose  of  intercepting  vessels;  but  in  view  of 
the  consequences  which  must  follow  the  crossing  of  Warwick  Kiver,  as 
suggested  by  General  JIagruder  and  quoted  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the 
ISth  iustant,  I  felt  called  upon  to  furnish  the  general  all  the  aid  in  my 

power. I  think  from  General  Lee's  endorsement  of  yonr  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  of  the  16th  instant,  and  from  the  enemy's  fleet  having  been 

generally  reported  to  be  in  Hampton  iioatls,  that  there  is  a  great  and 
widely  prevailing  error  on  this  point.  The  enemy's  great  fleet  of  war 
vessels  and  transports,  with  a  few  exceptions,  is  uot  in  Hampton  Boads, 
but  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  below  the  forts,  so  that  to  reach  theui  I  must 
pass  the  forts. 

The  exceptions  consist  of  some  small  transports  (steam  and  sail),  the 
Monitor,  and  one  or  two  gunboats,  which  are  under  the  gnus  of  the 
fort  and  not  assailable  by  the  Mnnmnck  without  engaging  the  forts. 
In  (':iseof  such  an  attempt,  the  transports  would  retire  below  tlie  forts, 
as  they  did  when  the  Virginin  approached  them  on  the  11th  instant, 

I  suggest,  therefore,  that  the  War  Department  be  given  t<i  under- 
stand that  they  must  make  no  calculations  on  my  -'damiiging  the 

enemy's  transports  or  destroying  his  means  of  communication  in  liainii- 
ton  lioa<is,  although  1  shall  uot  fail  to  do  so  should  the  opportunity 
oll'er. 

The  suggestion  of  General  Lee  to  turn  my  attention  to  Vorktown, 
after  the  performance  of  certain  services  in  Hampton  Itoads,  Jnvolve«, 
of  course,  the  abandonment  of  Norfolk  and  the  risk  of  losing  the  ship 
by  attempting  the  passage  of  the  fort  in  her  present  unprepared  con- 

dition. The  enemy  having  liad  time,  are  undoubtedly  fully  prepared 
for  the  latter  attempt,  and  I  have  from  the  best  authority  [a  Fiencli 
officer  of  rank)  that  obstructions  of  some  kind  have  been  placed  iu  tbe 
channel,  probably  in  tbe  center,  mid  from  thence  to  the  Uip  Uaps,  so  as 
10  compel  me,  if  made  aware  of  them,  to  pass  cloKe  to  the  guns  of  Fort- 

ress Monroe. 
When  the  ship  is  fully  prepared  with  tho  (Movers  for  her  ports,  1  shall 

have  great  hopes  of  passing  the  fort  successMly,  but  the  attempt  should 
not  be  made  but  for  a  snflicient  object. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  rcs]iert.  your  obedient  servant, 
•loSJAH  Tatthai-l. 

Flap-Officer  Commatidinii,  etc. 
Hon.  S.  ];.  MALT,f>KV. 

Stteretiirg  tij  the  Sarj/. 
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Report  of  Commander  Tucker^  0.  8.  Navy^  commanding  C.  8,  8.  Patrick 
Henry y  of  arrival  at  City  Pointy  James  River, 

City  Point, 

James  River ^  Virginia^  April  21^  1862. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  the  enclosed 

copy  of  an  order*  from  FlagOfficer  Josiah  Tattnall,  I  left  Norfolk  on  the 
20th,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,and  arrived  without  accident  at  Mulberry  Island, 
James  Biver,  at  12  o'clock  the  same  night.  I  found  there  the  Jamestoicuy 
Teaser y  and  Raleigh,  After  communicating  with  Lieutenant  Command- 

ing Barney,  and  directing  him  to  carry  out  the  views  previously  ex- 
pressed to  him  of  Mtyor-General  Magruder,  I  proceeded  up  the  river 

to  this  point  for  the  purpose  of  coaling  and  provisioning,  and  shall 
return  to  Mulberry  Island  as  soon  as  it  is  accomplished  and  have  a  per- 

sonal interview  with  General  Magruder  on  the  subject  of  cooperation. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Barney  informed  me  that  he  left  but  70  tons 
of  coal  at  City  Point,  which  we  will  receive  on  board  and  then  not  be 
anything  like  full.  As  there  are  now  several  steamers  operating  in  the 
river,  it  is  highly  important  that  a  considerable  depot  of  coal  should 
be  established  at  once  at  City  Point  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the 
squadron's  being  rendered  useless  for  want  of  fuel. 

1  would  respectfully  urge  ui)on  the  Department  the  necessity  for  this 
measure. 

[J.  B.  Tucker.] 
Hon.  S.  B.  Malloby, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Richmond^  Va, 

Letter  from  TAeutenani  Barney ̂   C.  8.  Navyj  to  Major- General  Magruder ̂  
C.  8,  Army^  announcing  the  arrival  of  Commander  Tucker  in  James 
River. 

C.  S.  S.  Jamestown, 
Off  Mulberry  Island^  April  21, 1862. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  19th  instant  and  to  inform  you  that  the  plan  of 
cooperation  suggested  by  you  will  be  carried  out.  Commander  Tucker 
passed  up  the  river  this  morning  in  the  Patrick  Henry.  He  desires  me 
to  tell  you  that  he  would  take  command  of  the  naval  forces  in  James 
River,  with  orders  similar  to  those  under  which  I  act,  and  that  he 
would  visit  you  at  your  headquarters  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  The 
addition  of  the  Patrick  Henry  and  the  gunboat  Beaufort  (one  gun), 
which  is  ordered  to  James  Biver,  may  cause  some  modification  to  your 
plans.  I  have  on  board  the  Jamestown  two  members  of  the  Signal 
Corps,  General  Huger's  department,  whose  services  will  probably  be 
very  useful  in  our  cooperation;  and  Captain  Tu(*.ker  wished  me  to  ask 
whether  Captain  Norris  could  not  afford  a  similar  detachment  for  the 
Patrick  Henry. 
•  •••••« 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 
J.  N.  Barney, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Major-General  J.  B.  Magruder, 

Commandingj  etc. 
*Seep.  768. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Tiatncy,  C,  S.  Nary,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
Day's  Neck  buttery,  giving  list  of  nignats. 

0.  S.  S,  Jasiestown, 
Mulberry  Inland,  April  Jl,  1SG2. 

Sir:  I  liiive  tlie  honor  to  tniiisniit  lierewitli  iv  pagier*  siiowiiig  tlie 
(iiiy  imil  nisht  distiiigaUliini;  peuiiiUitH  or  iiunibera  of  the  Confederate 
States  vessels  wimposing  the  .IsimesEiverSiiHatlrou.  Atl  MieBe  vmaselx 
aie  now  in  the  river  exwpt  the  Beaufort,  which  is  esi>eft-e(l  any  night. 
Theveaaela  may  fleijnentiy  pass  np  ancl  down  the  rivi-r  at  night,  on 
whhh  occasion  they  will  show  thuir  night  nitmbern,  as  indicated  in  the 
ut-oompatiyiug  paper.  The  exhibition  of  a  white  light  from  yonr  bat- 

tery wonld  flignity  that  the  number  was  seen  and  uoderstof>d.  This 
sliip,  on  her  pas»iige  up  on  Friday  night,  was  tired  on  by  tlie  sentinel 
on  Stone  House  [HocktJ  Wharf,  and  the  same  thing  has  since  ocenrred 
with  one  of  the  other  vessels.  The  proper  nnderstatiding  of  the  night 
signals  will  obviate  such  mistakes  in  the  fiitnre. 
Begging  that  you  excuse  the  roughness  of  the  sketch.  1  remain, 

very  respectfully,  your  most  oliedieut, 
J.  N.  BABITEr, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding,  V.  S.  Navy. 
CoMMAKDiNi;  Officer, 

J)ay'ii  Neck  Battery. 

[Telegmu..} 

KiCHMOND,  April  'J2,  I^H'J. 
Organi/.e  night  gangs  of  carpenters  on  the  Richmond,     I'ut  all  the 

mi?u  ill  the  yard  upon  her  that  can  advance  her  completion. 
Stimulate  the  men  by  oflers  of  reward  for  early  cumpletioD.     Write 

by  mail. 
S.  R.  Malloey, 

Secretory  uf  the  Navy, 
Captain  8.  S.  LuE, 

Vomuianding  Nary  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  tke  Navy  of  the  Confederate  Stnteit  to  the  ootn- 
mandant,  nary  yard,  Norfolk,  urging  tke  immediaU)  completion  uf  tke 
0.  8.  A*.  Richmond, 

Confidential.!  C.  S.  Navy  DRrARTKKNT, 
Rickmiiud,  April  k'J,  ims. 

8lB:  The  safety  of  Norfolk  dopenda,  in  my  Judgment,  upon  the 
immediate  completion  of  the  Hithmunil.  The  Virginia  must  soon  be 
withdrawn,  and  the  ̂ fonitor  must  be  opposed  by  the  Ifiehmond  or 
nothing.  Every  available  mechaTiic  must  thei-efore  be  used  to  com- 

plete her,  and  men  mast  be  organized  in  night  gangs  in  order  that 
there  may  be  no  cessation  to  the  work.  Commander  Kootes  will  carry- 
one  hundred  a<lditional  workmen  to  you  in  a  day  or  two,  but  in  the 
meantime  you  can  organize  a  night  gang  to  work  by  lanterns  or  other- 

wise.   Mr.  Porter  thonght,  when   1  spoke  to  him  about  this  plan,  that 
'Not  ftrand. 
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the  meu  could  not  work  at  night,  but  this  idea  is  fallacious,  and  a 
separate  gang  of  men  must  work  at  night. 

Very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  R.  Malloby, 

Secretary  Navy, 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  at  Norfolk. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  com- 
mandant navy  yard,  Norfolk^  to  expedite  the  work  on  the  C.  S,  S,  Mich- 

mond. 

Confidential.]  C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  April  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  already  expressed  to  you  my  opinion  that  the  safety  of 
Norfolk  depends  somewhat  upon  the  early  completion  of  the  Richmond^ 
and  I  desire  that  you  will  make  the  same  confidential  communication 
to  Constructor  Porter,  and  urge  him  to  extraordinary  exertions  by  day 
and  night. 

I  trust  that  a  hundred  extra  hands  will  reach  you  to-morrow  or  next 
day  from  Fredericksburg  with  Commander  Rootes.  The  iron  will  be 
sent  down  rapidly,  and  when  the  shield  shall  be  ready  for  it,  put  as 
many  men  upon  it  as  can  work,  and  it  may  all  be  put  on  in  twenty-four 
hours.  By  a  very  simple  arrangement  (a  view  of  which  1  enclose)  a 
great  deal  of  time  will  be  saved  in  putting  it  on. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Capt.  8.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  at  Norfolk. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  com- 
mandant navy -yard,  Norfolk,  to  continue  ths  work  upon  the  C.  S.  S. 

Richmond  day  and  night, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  April  24, 1862, 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  has  been  received. 
You  think  that  the  yard  would  be  endangered  by  fire  were  men  to 

work  at  night  upon  the  Richmond,  and  you  say  that  candles  or  open 
lamps  would  have  to  be  used. 

You  will  of  course  understand  that  both  the  inconvenience  and  the 
risk  of  night  work  have  been  duly  considered,  and  that  it  is  a  con  vie- 
1  ion  of  its  necessity  alone  dictates  the  order.  Therefore,  if  you  can 
kec])  as  many  meu  at  work  upon  her  in  the  daytime  as  can  work  ad  van 
tageously,  and  can,  in  addition,  find  a  sufficient  number  of  mechanics 
to  form  a  separate  gang  for  night  service,  you  will  so  organize  and  push 
on  the  work.  With  an  overwhelming  force  at  your  doors,  and  the  pros- 

pect of  losing  Norfolk  within  twenty  days  distinctly  before  us,  it  will 
not  do  to  limit  the  work  upon  this  vessel  to  one-half  this  available 
time.  If  you  can  not  get  men  to  work  at  night  VL\yo\\  any  terms,  of 
course  we  must  lay  upon  our  oars  one  half  our  time^  but  1  think  yon 
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will  be  able  to  find  lanterns  and  to  organize  a  corps  of  men,  boys,  or 
girls  even,  to  bold  them  and  thus  enable  the  mechanics  to  work  at 
night.    If  practicable  it  mast  be  done. 

Captain  Minor  has  written  to  Commander  Page  as  to  the  battery  for 
this  vessel,  and  I  telegraphed  you  to-day  about  it. 

The  Xl-inch  gun  at  Jewett's  Point  is  to  be  pivoted  as  her  bow  gun. 
Please  say  to  Commander  Page  that  the  Department  relies  u}>on  his 
having  the  battery  in  such  condition  as  to  avoid  one  hour's  delay  of  the 
vessel. 

Officers,  crew,  battery,  coal,  and  ordnance  stores  and  provisions  must 
be  in  advance  of  the  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  E.  Mallory. 

Secretary  o/the  Navy. 
Captain  S.  S.  Leb, 

^      Commanding  at  Norfolk. 

Letter  from  Commander  Minor ̂   0.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  Tucker y  C.  S. 
Navy,  regardiiig  powder  and  projectiles. 

Office  op  Ordnance  and  Hydrography, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  April  24y  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2l8t  instant  has  been  received.  In  reply  I 
have  to  state  that  all  the  powder  now  at  the  disposal  of  this  office  is  at 
the  navy  yard,  Norfolk. 

Our  powder  mills  at  Petersburg  are  now  idle  for  the  want  of  niter. 
In  the  course  of  a  short  time  a  supply  will  probably  be  received.  If  so, 
your  suggestion  will  be  adopted. 

You  will  please  make  an  arrangement  with  the  military  commandant 
of  Jamestown  Island  to  have  the  x)owder  and  projectiles  received  and 
stored  at  that  place.  You  will  also  inform  this  office  of  the  number  of 
filled  cylinders,  projectiles,  etc.,  that  you  will  probably  require  for  the 
Patrick  Henry,  Jamcstotcn,  Teaser,  Raleigh^  and  Beaufort,  specifying 
the  caliber  of  the  guns  and  whether  smoothbore  or  rifled. 

If  the  military  commandant  can  not  detail  some  competent  person  to 
take  charge  of  the  ordnance  stores,  an  officer  of  the  Navy  will  be  ordered 
there  upon  your  so  informing  this  office. 

Please  inform  this  office  if  you  have  received  the  filled  cylinders,  etc^ 
sent  from  Kichmond  for  the  Patrick  Henry  on  the  8th  of  March  last. 

Eesi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, George  Minor, 
•  Commander  J  in  Charge. 

Commander  John  K.  Tucker, 
Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry^  City  Point,  Va. 

Jjetter  of  Commander  Tucker,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  General  Johnston^  C.  & 
Army,  requesting  an  inter vieic  regarding  cooperation  in  James  River. 

April  26. 

General:  By  order  of  Flag-Officer  Tattnall  I  have  arrived  in  James 
River  and  assumed  the  command  of  the  detachment  of  the  squadron 
serving  in  this  river,  consisting  of  the  Patrick  Henry  of  ten  guns,  the 
Jamestown  of  two  guns,  the  Teaser  of  two  guns,  and  the  Raleigh  of  one 
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guu.    I  should  be  very  hapjiy  to  have  your  views  on  the  subject  of 
cooperation,  and  whether  you  wish  me  to  act  entirely  on  the  defensive. 

It  will  be  very  gratifying  to  me  to  have  an  interview  with  you  for  a 
more  thorough  understanding  of  the  defense  of  James  liiver. 

[J.  E.  Tucker.] 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Armj, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia. 

Letter  from  Colonel  Hunt.  C.  8.  Army^  to  Commander  Tucker  y  C.  S.  Xavpy 
regarding  the  interruption  of  commmiication. 

April  27,  lS(i2—lJ2:40  a.  m. 
The  telegraph  is  not  working  and  I  can  not  immediately  communi- 

cate with  General  Johnston. 
If  the  enemy  be  in  shelling  distance,  I  would  shell  him. 
I  will  send  your  communication  forthwith  to  General  Johnston  by  an 

orderly. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  G.  Hunt, 

Colonely  Commanding  Forces  at  Mulberry  Island, 
Captain  Tucker. 

Letter  from  Major- Oeneral  Magruder^  C.  8.  Army^  to  Commander  Tucker  y 
C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  need  of  a  steamer  at  the  mouth  of  the  War- 

wick River. 

Hdqrs.  Eight  Wing  Army  op  the  Peninsula, 
Lee^s  Farm,  April  27,  1S62. 

Captain  :  I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  say  to  you 
that  information  has  been  received  at  these  headquarters  that  the 
Teaser  reports  the  enemy  in  large  force  at  the  mouth  of  the  Warwick 
Kiver,  and  that  it  is  the  wish  of  General  Johnston  that  you  should 
send  a  light  draft  steamer  to  the  mouth  of  the  Warwick  Eiver  to 
observe  and  oppose  the  passage  of  the  enemy  over  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  yours,  respectfully, J.  L.  Brent, 

Acting  Aid-de-  Camp. 

Captain  J.  E.  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Mulberry  Point. 

Letter  from  Major- Oeneral  Johnston,  C.  8.  Army,  to  Commander  Tucker, 
C.  8.  Navy,  relative  to  the  guarding  of  the  Warwick  River. 

Headquarters,  Jjee's  House,  April  28, 1862. 
Captain:  1  have  just  received  your  note,  which,  however,  arrived 

before  daybreak.  It  would  be  well  for  your  boats  to  do  the  enemy 
harm  whenever  they  can.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  Are,  however, 
merely  to  annoy  them.  You  in  the  neighborhood  can  always  judge 
when  it  is  worth  while  to  open  fire.  I  think  it  of  a  good  deal  of  impor- 

tance to  prevent  their  crossing  Warwick  Eiver  anywhere  within  the 
range  of  your  guns,  and  beg  that  such  vessels  as  are  adapted  to  that 
service  may  watch. 
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I  send  a  letter  to  FlagOfficer  Tattnall,  whk-h  I  bog  yuu  Id  have 
forwarded. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  K.  Johnston, 

Ocneral. 
Captain  .1.  II.  Tuokee,  0.  S.  Navy. 

Report  of  ('niiiinan'fcr  Tucker,  C.  .S'.  N^ary,  rc.i/uesiing  infurmafum  from 
the  Department  rffiarding  obstruvi\on». 

April  28,  1862. 

Sie:  I  respectfnlly  iiifonn  you  tliivt,  iu  obedience  to  Flag-Offlcer 
Tattiiaira  order  of  tlie  20tli  instant,  1  have  communicated  vitli  the 
oommauding  general  on  tbe  pDntnsnla,  General  J.  E.  Jobnston.  He 
<Ieeire«  tbo  vessels  under  my  uoinmaiid  to  protect  bis  right  llauk  flrom 
the  approaches  of  tbe  enemy,  both  afloat  and  ashore. 

Should  the  cuemy  send  np  irou  vexsela,  or  a  Inrge  number  of  wooden 
men-of-war,  our  small  force  will  be  obliged  to  fall  back.  I  respeetfully 
ask  the  UopiU'tmeiit  if  any  i)art  of  tbe  river  i»  obi^trncted,  or  is  beiu^ 
obstructed.  If  so,  where,  in  order  that  I  may  concentrate  behind  it 
Ibr  further  operations. 

[J.  It.  Tucker.] 
[lion.  S.  R.  Mallort, 

Sc-refarii  iif  the  Navy.] 

Report  of  flari-OJ^cer  Tattnall^  C  S.  Xavy,  ohjeetiiuj  to  Kcrrice  under 
the  tUrevtion  of  the  army  autkuritiiH. 

GOSPOET  NAVV  Yaed,  April  2'.),  1863. 
Sir  :  I  hiive  tlie  honor  herewith  to  forward  you  the  copy  of  a  letter 

from  the  adjutant  of  General  Lee  to  Oomiuandcr  Tucker,  of  the  Pat- 
rick Henry,  now  acting  under  my  orders  in  tlie  James  Itiver. 

This  order,  if  uuKtained  by  the  Department,  assumes  the  contiol  of 
a  portion  of  my  command,  mid  seems  to  confirm  n  report  prevalent 
here  that  myself  and  command  are  considered  subject  to  the  orders  of 
General  Johnston. 

This  would  jilace  me,  with  reference  to  the  Army,  in  a  position  never 
held  hitherto  by  an  officer  of  my  rank  in  any  naval  service,  and  which, 
all  their  reports  show,  is  not  tbe  position  of  the  naval  commander.^,  my 
opponents,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

These  are  times.  Mr.  Mallory,  for  frankness,  and  without  it  disconl 
between  the  two  arms,  produced  by  misconception,  may  be  fatal. 

If,  therefore,  1  am  to  be  placed  under  the  command  of  an  army  ofB- 
cer,  and,  being  a  seaman,  am  to  bold  my  action  and  reputation  subject 
to  the  judgment  of  a  landsman,  who  can  know  nothing  of  the  compli- 

cated nature  of  naval  service,  I  eamestlysolitit  to  be  promjttly  relieved 
from  my  command.  Some  younger  man,  whose  backbone  is  more  sup- 

ple than  Hfty  years  of  naval  pride  bavu  made  mine,  can  be  found,  1  hope. 
Tor  tbe  sake  of  harmony,  to  take  my  place  and  carry  out  the  views  of 
the  Government, 

I  am.  sir,  with  great  i-esp 

TToH,  S.  E.  Mai.hiuv, 

Secretary  of  Ike  yary.  h'ir 

V  oltedient  servaut. 
Josiaji  Tattnall, 

Flagdgicer,  VommantiiHg, 
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[Enclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 
No.  6.  )  Richmondj  Fa.,  April  12,  1862. 

The  Departments  of  Norfolk  and  the  Peninsula  are  embraced  for  the 
present  within  the  limits  of  operations  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 

ginia. General  J.  E.  Johnston  will  direct  the  military  and  naval 
operations  in  these  departments. 

The  commanders  of  the  departments  and  navy  yards,  while  conform- 
ing to  his  instructions,  will  make  their  reports  and  requisitions  as 

heretofore  to  the  proper  Departments  in  Eichmond  until  further  orders. 
By  order  of  the  President: B.  E.  Leb, 

Oenerah 
Official ; 

Thos.  G.  Rhett, 
Acting  AdjutanUOeneral. 

Letter  of  Flag- Officer  Tattnall,  C,  8.  Navy,  to  Major- General  Johnston, 
C,  8.  Army,  regarding  the  proposed  expedition  to  York  River,  Virginia, 
by  the  C.  8,  8.  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  April  30, 1862. 

General  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter*  of  the  2dth  instant, 
as  the  Virginia  was  on  the  x>oint  of  dropping  down  to  Hampton  Roads, 
and  deferred  the  movement  until  I  could  consult  competent  pilots  and 
others  as  to  the  possibility  of  running  the  Virginia  by  the  forts  and  to 
the  position  occupied  by  the  enemy's  Seet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Poquosin. 

1  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  two  pilots  of  the  ship,  which, 
condensed,  is  that  on  a  day  clear  enough  for  the  land  to  be  seen  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  reaching  York  River,  but  that  at  night  it  could 
not  be  undertaken  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success.  This  would, 
of  coarse,  oblige  me  to  pass  the  forts  by  daylight,  after  which  I  should 
have  to  contend  with  the  S(iuadron  of  men-of-war  below  the  forts,  which 
is  large  and  includes  the  Minnesota,  the  ironclad  steamers  Monitor, 
Xaugatuck,  and  Oalena,  and  the  i)owerful  steamer  Vanderbilt,  fitted  with 
a  ram  expressly  to  attack  the  Virginia. 

Sliould  I  pass  the  forts  and  ships,  the  latter  ( their  steam  is  always 
up )  would  follow  me,  and  those  of  lighter  draft  than  10  feet,  taking  a 
much  shorter  route,  would  reach  the  Poquosin  h)ng  before  me,  while 
the  larger  vessels  taking  the  same  route  as  the  Ftr^inta  ( having  much 
greater  speed )  would  also  reach  the  river  before  her,  if  they  declined 
engaging  her  on  the  route. 
On  reaching  the  Poquosin,  if  the  pilot  be  right,  I  should  find  the 

enemy's  transports  out  of  my  reach,  and  thus,  at  a  great  hazard,  and 
without  deriving  any  advantage,  abandon  the  defense  of  Norfolk  and 
the  moral  effect  produced  by  the  presence  of  the  Virginia  on  the 

enemy's  operations  in  the  James  River. 
I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JosiAn  Tattnall. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 
Commanding  Military  Department 

*  Not  fouud. 
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Letter  from  General  Johnston^  C.  8.  Army^  to  Commander  Tucler,  C,  S. 
Navy  J  regarding  ohatrnctions  in  the  James  River. 

Hdqbs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 
Le^s  Farm,  April  30^  1862. 

Sir:  The  general  commandiDg  directs  me  to  say  that  your  communi- 
cation in  reference  to  obstructions  in  the  James  Kiver  has  been 

received  and  will  be  attended  to. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  G.  Rhett, 

Acting  Adjutant  General. 
Commander  John  R.  Tucker,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  DeUiohment  of  Squadron  in  James  River. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Com- 
mander Tucker,  (7.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  obstru<itions  in  the  Jatnes 

River. 

Confederate  States  op  America, 
Navy  Department,  Richmond,  April  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  you  are  informed 
that  there  are  obstructions  only  at  one  point  on  the  James  River,  and 

that  is  at  Drewry's  Bluff,  8  miles  below  the  city  of  Richmond. 
There  is  an  opening  left  for  the  passage  of  vessels,  which  you  can 

ascertain  from  the  officer  commanding  the  battery  at  that  point. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  John  R.  Tucker, 
Commanding  Steamer  Patrick  Henry,  City  Point,  Va. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  com- 
mandant navy  yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  the  sinking  of  obstructions  in 

Elizabeth  River,  Virginia. 

Confidential.]  O.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Richmond,  April  30, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  informing  me  that  the  ships 
Confederate  States  and  Germantown  were  ready  for  sinking,  has  been 
received. 

You  are  directed  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  to  make  all  necessary  prep- 
arations for  obstructing  the  passage  of  tbe  enemy  through  the  Elizabeth 

River  to  Norfolk,  and  I  infer,  therefore,  from  your  letter,  that  the  sink- 
ing of  these  vessels  will  accomplish  this  work.  But  upon  this  important 

point  there  must  be  no  doubt.  You  say  that  the  vessels  in  the  hands 
of  the  marshal  could  be  usefully  disposed  of  in  this  way.  You  will 
please  see  the  marshal  at  once,  and  have  the  value  of  the  vessels  deter- 

mined by  appraisement,  and  immediately  get  them  ready  for  sinking. 
You  have  not  informed  me  of  the  place  in  the  river  selected  for  these 

obstructions.  Upon  this  point  you  will  consult  General  Huger,  and, 
having  determined,  you  will  immediately  sink  the  vessels  in  such  man- 

ner as  thoroughly  to  obstruct  the  passage  against  the  enemy's  ship^ 




