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PREFACE

TaE fame of Paul Jones has been the sport of romance
and the plaything of tradition ever since the early days
of his glorious association with America’s struggle for
independence. Bringing terror to the simple natives
of the stricken British coasts by his descents upon their
unprotected ports, hero of wellnigh impossible ex-
ploits and of battles fought by moonlight under the lee
of their headlands, his name passed into the domain of
romantic legend and was one to conjure with. Chap-
books depicted him in highly colored prints, blood-
thirsty and terrible, and mothers frightened their chil-
dren with the bare mention of his name. During the
years shortly following his death, history and romance
alike were busy with his name. But these histories are
now out of print, and only to be found in rare collec-
tions or on the reference shelves of public libraries, and
the romances have ceased to charm. The patriotic
services of General Horace Porter in discovering the
hero’s forgotten remains and bringing them to America
amid manifold honors to a permanent and glorious
resting-place at Annapolis have revived public interest
in his character and deeds.

No one of the ten biographies of Jones which have
been written may properly be called adequate, as none
of them was prepared with a complete and comprehen-
give knowledge of the existing material, with exhaustive
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research for unpublished documents, or with full at-
tention to contemporary memoirs or historical publica-
tions.

Aside from the official documents on file in Wash-
ington, Paris, London, and St. Petersburg, which re-
late to his services, Paul Jones, like other distinguished
men of his day, kept copies of his correspondence, pre-
serving many of the letters which he received and auto-
graph drafts of his own private and official letters. He
left these papers to his family in his will. His eldest
gister, Mrs. Taylor, selected from the collection the
portion pertaining to his American services, sending it
to Robert Hyslop, a solicitor of New York. Although
considering them of little or no value, Mr. Hyslop re-
tained them until his death, when they passed into the
hands of a baker, through the windows of whose shop
they were casually seen and thereafter acquired by Mr.
George A. Ward, who communicated the news of his
extraordinary find to John Henry Sherburne, Regis-
trar of the Navy. Mr. Sherburne immediately set about
the compilation of his ‘ Life of Paul Jones,” which ap-
peared in the year 1825, in which he published many of
the letters and official documents.

His book was only a compilation, lacking chrono-
logical sequence, and supplying the barest facts in
regard to the character and private history of Jones.
In the year 1830 a well-written book based on the docu-
ments retained by Mrs. Taylor in Scotland was pub-
lished by an anonymous author in Edinburgh. It em-
bodied the unpublished journal of Jones’s Russian
campaign, and, although presumably by a British sub-
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ject, was unbiassed, even sympathetic, in its analysis of
Jones’s character. There is no evidence that the book
awakened any general interest in Great Britain, or that
the long-delayed publication of the true facts about
Jones’s connection with the Russian navy commanded
any attention in Europe. In the same year in which
this biography appeared, Miss Janette Taylor, who was
filled with a laudable desire to defend her distinguished
uncle’s reputation, came to America with the intention
of arranging for an American publication of all the
papers in the possession of her family. She offered the
letters to the Historical Society of New York, which was
too poor to buy them; she then sought for an editor,
and found one in the person of Robert Sands, who made
in the greatest haste as ill-composed a volume as that
of Sherburne, full of mistakes and of much bombastic
comment upon the principles of democracy. The book,
however, is the fullest printed repository of the papers
which were brought to America by Miss Taylor, and
which have unfortunately disappeared. The journal of
the Russian campaign, another journal, the rough draft
probably of that prepared for Louis X VI, together with
many private papers, have never been traced since Miss
Taylor gave them to Robert Sands. Jones left a few
papers with John Ross in Philadelphia, when he returned
to France after the close of the Revolution. These let-
ters, with several which were originally consulted by
Sherburne, have strayed into the hands of dealers and
have been acquired by the various owners of the private
collections of Jones’s letters.

A short biography, written by Cyrus Townsend Brady
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for the Great Commander series, published in 1900,
contains some new facts in regard to Paul Jones’s
adoption of his name from Willie and Allen Jones of
North Carolina.

These four books contain the authentic printed
material regarding Jones. A brief biographical essay
written anonymously by Benjamin Disraeli was pub-
lished immediately after the appearance of Sherburne’s
compilation in London by John Murray. In 1841
Captain Alexander Slidell Mackenzie, of the United
States navy, at the suggestion of Jared Sparks, who had
collected material for a proposed biography of Jones,
produced an undocumented book, valuable as a pro-
fessional estimate of Jones’s services but strangely
biassed and critical in its attitude toward his character.
None of the material collected by Sparks and now pre-
served in the Harvard library was utilized in Macken-
zie’s biography, although it had all been put at his
disposition. An exhaustive examination of all the
documents in the Government archives of the United
States, England, France, and Russia, of all those exist-
ing in the University of Pennsylvania, in the Phila-
delphia Historical and Philosophical Societies, of the
manuscripts in the Harvard, Boston, and New York
public libraries, of the private collections of Jones’s
manuscripts owned by Messrs. Morgan, Barnes, Har-
beck, Kane, Bixby, and the late John Boyd Thacher,
has brought to light an astonishing amount of new ma-
terial. Unknown incidents in Jones’s life have been
discovered, and several persons mysteriously referred
to in his correspondence and importantly connected
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with his career have been identified. For the courteous
permission to examine and copy the documents in these
private collections grateful acknowledgment is made, as
well as for the able and invariably prompt attention to
requests for facts and information given by Mr. Chas.
W. Stewart, Superintendent of the Naval Records in
Washington, and his assistant, Mrs. Annie H. Eastman.
Particular thanks are due to the Rev. Cyrus Townsend
Brady for the use of the original maps and data sup-
plied to him by the chief of the topographical section
of the imperial Russian general staff; to Commander
Fulham, of the Naval Station at Lake Bluff, Illinéis,
for the information supplied relating to the system of
fire control existing at the present day in comparison
with that employed during the time of Paul Jones’s ser-
vice in the American navy; to M. le Vasseur and M. de
Magellan for their careful and conscientious researches
in the uncatalogued libraries and government archives
of Paris, and for a like labor assumed by Madam Olga
Stiirck in St. Petersburg. Personal letters from the
late Colonel Wharton Green, of Fayetteville, North
Carolina, containing the statements made to him by
individuals who had actually known Paul Jones, have
served in conjunction with other hitherto unpublished
material to throw light upon the obscure period of his
life before the outbreak of the Revolution. Mr. Charles
T. Gallagher, secretary of the Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts, has supplied a copy of the justificatory papers
acquired by his lodge from Madame Gombault, the
great-grandniece of Paul Jones, which accompanied the
lost copy of his journal of his Russian campaign. These
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papers, from which only brief excerpts had been pub-
lished in the foot-notes of the Sands compilation, are of
the utmost value in proving the veracity of Jones’s own
statements regarding his services in the Russian navy.
The letters which Mrs. Taylor sent to America, and
which formed the basis of Sherburne’s biography, were
eventually acquired by Peter Force and bought by the
Congressional Library in the year 1867. This collection,
with the additional and still uncatalogued papers of the
Continental Congress, containing Jones’s letters to the
Marine Committee, together with the above-mentioned
private and public collections of documents, have fur-
nished the largest portion of the new information con-
tained in the following pages. A conscientious effort has
been made by the minute examination of all discover-
able documents and a careful correlation of the informa-
tion thus obtained, in connection with the records of
contemporaneous history, to elucidate the hitherto ob-
scure and misunderstood periods and aspects of the
career of Paul Jones, and thereby to present a final and
truthful estimate of his life and character.
ANNA FARWELL DE KOVEN.



=
=

§S<EE:2.-.E

Egéﬁxﬂ

CONTENTS

CriLpDHOOD AND YOUTH

PERIOD OF ADVENTURE.

CHANGE or NAME

BEGINNINGS OF THE AMERICAN Navy
FirsT INDEPENDENT COMMAND .
SUPERSEDURE IN RANK

THE FounbINGg OF THE Navy .
THE “RANGER” .

ARRIVAL IN EUROPE

THE CRUISE OF THE “RANGER” .
THE SELKIRK RaID .

SIMPSON .

WAITING FOR A COMMAND

TeHE BATTLE OF THE “BoOoN HoMME RicEARD”

AND THE “SERAPIS”

PAGD

3
22
52
72

108
146
163
198
230
270
298
330
369

431






ILLUSTRATIONS

JoEN PavrL Jones . . . . . . . . . Frontispiece

From the bust by Houdon in the possession of the Pennsyl-

vania Academy of the Fine Arts.
FACING
PAGE

THE BIRTHPLACE OF JOHN PAUL JONES AT ARBIGLAND,

NortEes IN JorN PHILIP KEMBLE’'S HANDWRITING, STATING

TBAT’JONES WAS AN ACTOR IN JaMAICA . . . . 14

ILLI;JJONES.............M

“TEE GROVE,” THE RESIDENCE OF WILLIE JoNESs . . 58
After an old print.

THE ToMBSTONE OF WriLLiaM Pavr. . . . . . . 7™

BuiLpING IN FREDERICKSBURG WHERE WILLIAM PauL’s
Sesop was locaT™®P . . . . . . . . . . 74

ComMMopoRE Ezex HoPKINS . . . . .. . . . . 9
From a print in the collection of Mr. Charles A. Munn.

JosepH HEWES . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

TaE RESIDENCE OF THE EARL OF SELKIRK AT SAINT
MAaRrY’s IsLE, wHICH wAs PuLLED DowN IN 1891 . 302

DIAGRAM OF THE ENGAGEMENT WITH THE “SERAPIS” . 450

Tae FiGHT oF THE “SERAPIS’’ AND THE ‘‘BoN HoMME
Ricearp” . . . . . . . . . . . . . 452

From a print in the collection of Mr. Charles A. Munn.
XV



xvi ILLUSTRATIONS

FACING
PAGE

CAPTAIN PauL JoNEs SUBDUING A SAILOR WHO AT-
TEMPTED TO STRIKE His CoLORS IN THE ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE “SERAPIS’ . . . . . . . . . . 456

From a print in the collection of Mr. Charles A. Munn.

MAP

Cruise or THE “BoN HoMME RicEARD” . . . . . 432




RN e

ERRATA

Vol. 1

Page 71, note, line 7, for friendliness—read friendlessness.

Page 188, note, after October 17—insert 1776.

Page 205, line 4, for Baron Beaumarchais—read Caron de Beaumarchms
Page 274, line 18, for Firth of Forth—read Solway Firth.

Page 275, line 8, for Glenbue Bay—read Luce Bay.

Page 275, line 18, for Loughryan—read Loch Ryan.

Page 276, line 16, for * attack ""—read * a tack.”

Page 300, note, last line, for Salkirk—read Selkirk.

Vol. 11

Page 176, last line, for Pinkney—read Hinckley.

Page 232, note, for * the letter of October 10 "'—read ** the Sherburne selection.”
Page 265, note, for 1837—read 1826.

Page 483, line 9, for Cornil—read Capitan.

Page 483, line 15, for Capitan—read Cornil.




xvi ILLUSTRATIONS

FACING
PAGE

CaPTAIN PavuL JoNEs SUBDUING A SAILOR WHO AT-
TEMPTED TO STRIKE His CoLORS IN THE ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE “SERAPIS” . . . . . . . . . . 456

From a print in the collection of Mr. Charles A. Munn.

= e wm = T - - -

- - -
- T ol -
- = = - — M = AW N N WS N S g =




JOHN PAUL JONES
VOLUME 1






CHAPTER 1

CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH

On the southernmost border of Scotland, where the
curving shore turns eastward into the Solway Firth,
two estates belonging originally to the Earls of Selkirk
occupy many acres of hill and forest. The estate of
Arbigland, which lay to the south, was sold in the year
1722 to the family of Craik by the third Earl of Selkirk.
The northern estate, stretching along the banks of the
River Dee, remained in the possession of the Selkirk
family. Its castle is situated at the mouth of the river,
on a lovely wooded promontory called Saint Mary’s
Isle, overlooking a bay of the Irish Sea. Across the
bay toward the north lies the little town of Kirkcud-
bright, a seaport of the county of the same name, in
which both estates are situated. Arbigland, occupying
a verdant plateau among the mountains, which slope
upward from the rugged Solway shore, is situated in
the parish of Kirkbean at the other end of the county
some fifteen miles away.

Upon inheriting the latter estate, Robert Craik,
country squire and member of Parliament, engaged
John Paul, a landscape gardener of the town of Leith,
to lay out the property. George Paul, his brother, was
employed in a similar capacity at Saint Mary’s Isle.
The two brothers belonged to a family long resident in

3



4 JOHN PAUL JONES

Fife; but their father had removed to Leith, and had
kept what was called a “mail garden’’—a combination
of tavern and market-garden—in that town. This
business the sons inherited from their father, but, hav-
ing become versed in the higher forms of landscape
gardening, they abandoned the tavern and soon ob-
tained advantageous positions in the practice of their
new profession on the two estates.

Shortly before entering the service of Mr. Craik,
John Paul married Jeannie McDuff, a daughter of a
family of free landholders long resident in the county.
The children of the family were seven: William, the
eldest son; Elizabeth, who died unmarried; Jane, who
became the wife of Mr. Taylor, a watchmaker in Dum-
fries; Mary Ann, first married to Mr. Young and sec-
ondly to Mr. Lowden; two other children, who died in
infancy; and John Paul, the fiftth of the surviving
children, who first saw the light, according to the
statement of his relatives, on July 6, 1747. This son
is known to history as John Paul Jones.

The profession of landscape gardening was held in
high repute in Scotland in those days, and was followed
by a superior class of men, who invariably enjoyed the
confidence and respect of their employers. That the
family of John Paul were admitted to terms of intimacy
and friendship with their patron is attested by letters
of Paul Jones himself to Mr. Craik, as well as by those
of his niece, Jane Taylor, who refers to Miss Helen
Craik, a daughter of the house, as her companion and
life-long correspondent.

The mother of the illustrious son, who was destined
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to attract so much attention to her humble family and
estate, received with her children and grandchildren
that care for her necessities from her master, both before
and after her husband’s early death, which was habitu-
ally given by Scotch landlords to their tenants and ser-
vants. George Paul’s master, the octogenarian, John
Raglan, third Earl of Selkirk, was for the most part an
absentee, residing at Edinburgh. Paul Jones’s earliest
recollections, according to his own statement,' were not
of Arbigland, but of Saint Mary’s Isle, where, in the care
of his reputed father’s brother, he evidently spent his
earliest years. There in its gardens, on its wooded
shore, and in the neighboring village of Kirkcudbright,
he roamed at will, for after the death of the old earl,
in 1744, George Paul still remained in charge of the
estate, in the absence of the new owner. Some six
years later he removed with all his family to Kirkcud-
bright, where, until his death in 1753, he kept a nursery.?

The fact that George Paul was employed as gardener
to the third Lord Selkirk has never been mentioned
by any of the biographers of Paul Jones, but it has
great significance in accounting for the many rumors
and printed statements in Scotch school-books and
biographical dictionaries which have connected him

? “ Narrative of Thomas Chase,” chap. II.

2 Notes made by W. C. McCleod, of Kirkoudbright, bundle II, no. 81:
“Summons at the instance of William Millar seedman in Abbey of Holy
Rood House, against George John Elisabeth and Margaret Paul and
Andrew White Boatman husband of the said Margaret Paul for his
interest as heirs and executors of the decased George Paul gardiner
in Kircudbright for 14 2 5. sterling to be paid to the said William
Millar with execution thereof and Bill therein narrated dated Oot 22
1750. October 30 1753.”
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with Saint Mary’s Isle, and for his own later and sin-
gular attitude toward the Selkirk family.

Always within sight of blue water, whether at Saint
Mary’s Isle or at his mother’s cottage at Arbigland, on
the shores of the firth, his early taste for a seafaring
life was naturally fostered. From the slopes of Arbig-
land the child could watch the sailing of the ships
and the tide as it heaved up the Solway. To the north
his eyes dwelt on the granite walls of Criffel. To the
south, across the dividing arm of the sea, he could
descry the dim blue shapes of the English mountains,
Helvellyn, Skiddaw, and the Saddleback. The region
is full of the romantic associations of border warfare,
its heights still crowned with the castles of Scotland’s
bold defenders. The mountains told their tales of
prowess to the dreaming boy, and the beckoning sea
lured him to adventure.

While yet a tiny child it was his custom to wan-
der off to the Carsethorn at the mouth of the River
Nith, where he listened to the stories of the mariners.
From them he learned his first skill in managing his
little sail-boat and conceived his first interest in Amer-
ica. The village legends still alive at Kirkcudbright
bear witness to his early talent for seamanship when
he was yet more child than boy. Words of command
caught from the lips of his sailor-teachers he was wont
to repeat to a company of subjugated playfellows as-
sembled in their mimic ships, while he assumed a su-
perior place upon a rocky eminence on the shore and
in a loud voice directed the manceuvres; and often he
would launch his little boat alone upon the waters,
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calling out to his imaginary crew in words of authority
and command—the hero in miniature, prophetic and
engaging picture!

As he grew older he attended the parish school of
Kirkbean and was proﬁcient in his studies; but a
rovmg gpirit was in the air, and the lad soon gave prom-
ise of unusual independence and an active 1magma-
tion. It was the day of England’s imperial expansion,
and many of her sons were moved to leave their home
shores on errands of glory or of gain. William, his
eldest brother, early departed for America. A son of
George Paul also emigrated to Charleston, South Caro-
lina, and settled there as a merchant, where Paul
Jones’s youngest sister, Mary Ann, was destined to
reside as the wife of Mr. Lowden, also a merchant in
that city.

Not only did the sons of the two gardeners depart
for the new land across the seas, but a son of Robert
Craik as well was caught with the adventuresome
contagion, and against his father’s will decided to cast
in his lot with the already rebellious colonists. This
son, illegitimate, but acknowledged and protected by
his father until this act of disobedience, became that
distinguished Doctor Craik, of Alexandria, Washing-
ton’s trusted physician as well as friend and legatee.

At the early age of twelve John Paul was taken from
his lessons and apprenticed to Mr. Younger, a merchant
in the American trade, residing in the English port of
Whitehaven, across the firth. By him he was taken
aboard the ship Friendship, bound for the Rappahan-
nock, in Virginia. The Friendship anchored a few miles
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only from Fredericksburg, where his brother William
had made his home, and with his brother he passed his
time while he was in port. His romantic sympathy
with America, which he had imbibed while still a child
in Scotland, was now still further fostered by his resi-
dence in America itself, ‘“ the country of his fond predi-
lection,” as he always called it, “since his earliest boy-
hood.” In the half-settled colony of Virginia there
were undoubtedly many opportunities for adventure
of all sorts most tempting to John Paul’s active and
imaginative mind. But during the years of his ap-
prenticeship he spent all of his time while in port, both
in Virginia and at home in Scotland, in the assiduous
study of his chosen profession. His aggressive, acquis-
itive mind was already busily at work searching what-
ever work of navigation he could lay hands on. Still
hardly more than a child, he realized, with the same
precocious wisdom which Hamilton showed at a simi-
lar age, that a foundation of wide knowledge was
imperative for one who would win his spurs in world
adventure.

" During these years he returned for brief periods only
to Scotland, where at the termination of one of his
voyages he found himself thrown out of employment,
owing to the failure of his employer, Mr. Younger.
Having been fortunate enough, while still a mere lad,
to have engaged the interest of the Duke of Queens-
bury, who, while on a visit to his brother-in-law, the
third Lord Selkirk, had noticed him in the garden of
Saint Mary’s Isle, young Paul now applied to him for
assistance, with the result that the duke recommended
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him to a commander in the royal navy, who appointed
him to a position as acting midshipman in the ser-
vice. He retained this position for several years, gain-
ing in valuable experience and that intimacy with
“many officers of note in the British Navy” to which
he refers in his later letters to Robert Morris' in re-
gard to the establishment of the navy of America.

A further reference, which could only pertain to this
period in Jones’s life, is found in a paper prepared in
the year 1783 for Morris, in which he states that he
had “sailed before this revolution in armed ships and
frigates.” These plain statements, coupled with the
familiarity he showed with the rules and training of
the British naval officers, as most usefully employed
in the drilling of the raw colonial seamen on the flag-
ship® of the first American fleet, have never been ac-
counted for by any of his biographers.

The facts which are now presented for the first time
furnish a highly satisfactory as well as interesting ex-
planation of Jones’s statements, and the evidence is
complete. The letters in which he makes these singu-
lar and hitherto mysterious references were written
in the earliest period of his American service, many
years before his glorious experience in Europe had
raised him to a position where he could have had any
opportunity of intimacy with “ British officers of note,”
and then only after the close of the war in which he
had fought on the American side.

A statement of the facts in regard to Jones’s service

1 Letter to Robert Morris, September 4, 1776.
'LettertoJooethewes.Mqu 1776.
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in the British navy is found in a review of Sherburne’s
“Life of Paul Jones” printed in a number of the
United States Literary Gazette of the year 1825. This
was a well-known monthly magazine published in New
York City, and the review appeared in its columns
immediately after the production of Sherburne’s work.
It contains a contemporary opinion of Jones’s life and
character, with quotations from statements made to
the reviewer by a living and intimate acquaintance of
Paul Jones. The reviewer prints a letter written at his
request by this friend of Jones’s, and assures his readers
that the author’s veracity is unquestionable. He com-
ments upon the paucity of personal information concern-
ing Jones in Sherburne’s work, saying that the author
ghould have taken pains to gain information from in-
dividuals still living who had known Jones personally.
The reviewer writes:

Although Mr. Sherburne states that Lord Selkirk
knew nothing of Paul Jones or his father, a gentleman
who was a fellow lodger with the Chevalier in Paris,
had it from himself that his father was the gardener of
Lord Selkirk, and that the old Duke of Queensbury
who was an occasional visitor at Lord Selkirk’s, had
noticed him while taking walks in the garden, and
patted him on the head, and that the Duke subse-
quently procured him a midshipman’s warrant and
placed him in the Royal Navy.1

The above statement is the only one made by Paul

Jones in regard to his parentage.
The letter of Jones’s fellow-lodger, with its intimate

1 Appendix A.
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details and ample information, evidently supplied to
him first-hand from the lips of Jones himself, deserves
the most careful consideration.

DEARr Sir:—

I have gone through the life and character of Paul
Jones by Mr. Sherburne which you kindly sent me. It
appears to be as correctly given as the materials from
which it is selected and the time which has elapsed
gince the circumstances occurred would permit.

If my memory is faithful, Commodore Jones told
me soon after his return from Russia, that his parents
were in obscure situations. That by accident he was
known to the old late Duke of Queensbury, who intro-
duced him in early life to a commander in the British
Navy. That he was placed on board a British Man-of-
War as acting midshipman, where he continued some
time; how long I do not remember, but long enough to
perceive that family interest had more influence than
personal merit. His juniors were promoted while he
remained unnoticed; this determined him to enter the
merchant service where he continued until about two
years before the Revolution commenced. So that at
the time he engaged in our service he stood in the same
position in regard to England with every native Amer-
ican. A recurrence to the correspondence of Lieu-
tenant Jones with the Honorable Mr. Hewes 1 think
will fully prove that he had previously received some
educatmn in the profession in which he so eminently
distinguished himself during our Revolutionary War.?

Following the words of Jones’s statement that the
Duke of Queensbury met him at Saint Mary’s Isle and
“subsequently’’ procured him his appointment in the

1For the rest of this letter, see Appendix A.
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British navy, it is safe to assume that the duke’s in-
terest dated from the time when he came across the
promising child in the garden of Lord Selkirk’s estate,
and that it was not until after young Paul’s release
from his apprenticeship to Mr. Younger and his ensu-
ing application for assistance to the duke that he rec-
ommended him for the position in the navy.

On leaving the navy he engaged as third mate on
the slaver King George at Whitehaven, and afterward
was employed as chief mate on another slaver, the Two
Friends. His prompt advancement to the latter respon-
gible position is conclusive evidence of his already accom-
plished seamanship and of his firm and reliable character.

During the years of his voyages he visited not only
the West India islands, but also the coasts of Africa
and Spain. He had been forced to witness much
cruelty during the periods he passed in this employ-
ment, and it is not surprising to learn, on the authority
of his relatives, that as he grew to manhood he was
unable to countenance the enormities of a trade which
was the foundation of many of the large fortunes of
- Liverpool and Glasgow as well as those of the British
colonies in America.

In this attitude he showed a degree of high-minded-
ness far in advance of his time, but after two years in
this uncongenial service, he abandoned his position in
uncontrollable disgust and found himself in Jamaica
in the year 1768 alone and without employment.
While waiting for a passage back to Scotland he ac-
cepted a position as an actor in the company of John
Moody, which was then playing in Jamaica. Moody
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was a well-known Irish actor who had himself spent
several years in the English islands playing ¢ Ham-
let” and other Shakespearian rbles. He returned to
England in the year 1759 and there gained great repu-
tation through his character parts. A few years later
he sent a theatrical company bearing his name to the
West Indies. In this company the young John Paul
was engaged for a brief period. This fact has been
curiously made known in the handwriting of John
Philip Kemble, Moody’s great contemporary and inti-
mate friend. In a note appended to the title of a life
of Jones, included in a catalogue of his library, Kemble
states that ‘“This celebrated man was an actor in the
same company with Mr. Moody in Jamaica, and made
his first appearance on the stage in the character of
the young Bew:! in ‘The Conscious Lovers.’”
This temporary employment did not strongly ap-
peal to the young sailor, or wean him from his love of
the sea, for he soon engaged passage on board the John,
of Kirkcudbright, and started on his voyage back to
Scotland. During the passage, both officers, Captain
MacCadam and his first mate, died of fever, and there
being no one else on board capable of taking com-
mand, the young John Paul brought the vessel safely
into port. This unexpected opportunity brought him
into high favor with the owners of the ship, Currie
Beck & Company, a firm of West India merchants
resident in Kirkcudbright, and he was forthwith ap-
pointed master and supercargo of the John.

Thus promptly he received reward for his abandon-
ment of the lucrative but abominable slave-trade,




P TV o Sy e Pt - Ll

14 JOHN PAUL JO

in the shape of an advantageous connection with
reputable merchants and his first full command of a
ship. The first voyage which he made as master
of the John was conducted successfully, but on the
second, while he was engaged in loading his vessel
at the island of Tobago, he was compelled to flog a
disobedient sailor, with results which were destined
to involve him in serious complications and difficul-
ties.

This was in the spring of 1770, while John Paul was
unloading the cargo he had brought from Scotland.
The carpenter of the Jokn was lazy, disrespectful to
his commander, and finally openly mutinous. After
various ineffectual efforts to control him, Paul finally
resorted to the method, then in general use, of flogging
the delinquent. The man, whose name was Mungo
Maxwell, went before James Simpson, judge of a vice-
admiralty court then in session in Tobago, and made
a complaint. The judge examined the man’s stripes,
which he found of no importance, and dismissed the
complaint as frivolous. Six weeks later, in perfect
health, Maxwell shipped on board a Barcelona packet
and left the island. Paul remained in the West Indies
for a number of months, engaged in occupations which
he set forth in the following letter to his patron, Mr.
Craik:

ST. GEORGE, GRANADA,
5th of August, 1770.
SIR:— o
Common report here says that my owners are going
to finish their connections in the West Indies as fast
as possible. How far this is true, I shall not pretent to
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judge, but should that really prove the case, you know
the disadvantages I must of course labor under. These,
however, would not have been so great had I been ac-
qua.inted with the matter sooner, as in that case I
believe I could have made interest with some gentle-
men here to have been concerned with me in the large
ship out of London, and as these gentlemen have es-
tates in this and the adjoining Isla.nds I should have
been able to make two voyages every year, and always
have a full ship out and home. However, I by no
means repine, as it is a maxim with me to do my best,
and leave the rest with Providence.

I shall take no step whatever without your knowl-
edge and approbation. I have had several very se-
vere fevers lately which have reduced me a good deal,
though I am now perfectly recovered.

I must beg you to supply my mother should she want
anything, as I well know your readiness.

1 hope yourself and fa.mxly enjoy health and happi-
ness. Sir, Yours always,

JOHN PAUL.

Although far from comprehending his own very un-
usual endowments at this early period, his common-
sense and practical ability evidently impressed all
those with whom he came in contact, and the candor
and sincerity of his demeanor invariably made him
friends. He was still very youthful, self-educated,
humble in birth, and only the hired commander of a
small Scotch merchantman, yet he enjoyed close and
friendly relations with the leading men and merchants
of Tobago.

This island is the southernmost of the Windward
group and lies slightly north of Trinidad. Being moun-




16 JOHN PAUL JONES

tainous and salubrious in climate, it had been brought
to a high state of cultivation by the successive col-
onists of France and England who had occupied it.
Its shape, volcanic, like its sister islands, was like the
green mound of a melon, with fertile valleys running
in deep indentations from its summit to the water’s
rim. Wide mansion-houses, built of English brick
and perched on eminences half-way up the slope, looked
out upon the surrounding ocean and down upon the
little capital town of Scarborough, on the southwest-
ern corner of the island, at the edge of Rockley Bay.
Here the business and the government of Tobago were
conducted, and in this bay the young John Paul was
wont to moor his ship during the long intervals between
his outward dand home voyages. It was during these
leisurely months that he made his friendships with
Judge Simpson and Governor Young, with Mr. Ham-
ilton, of the Grange, and with Mr. Stewart and his
family, of Orange Valley, and with those gentlemen
planters in the neighboring island of Granada of whom
he spoke to Mr. Craik.

In the latter part of this year (1770), having brought
the John back to Scotland, he was stopping for a time
at the port of Kirkcudbright, and applied for admission
to the lodge of Freemasons of that town. The letter
in which he made his application for admission is pre-
served in fac-simile at Douglas Castle, at Saint Mary’s
Isle. It is an earnest attempt at the formal phrase-
ology which he deemed the occasion demanded. He
spells “regard,” “regaird,” with a hint of the Scotch
brogue which characterized his speech at this time,
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and there are other instances of misspelling which do
not occur in the elegant letters of his later years.

He learned soon after his arrival that the rumor of
Currie Beck’s intention of dissolving partnership was
correct, and again found himself without employment.
This turn in his affairs was no more than he had an-
ticipated, but a very painful announcement awaited
him for which he was entirely unprepared. He learned
that Mungo Maxwell had died on board the Barcelona
ship a short time after he left Tobago and that the
responsibility of the sailor’s death was laid at his door.
Relations of Maxwell residing in a neighboring county
persistently spread the rumor that John Paul was re-
sponsible for his death, and continually threatened
to cause his arrest. Added to this revengeful threat
was the jealousy of his neighbors and shipmates, who
resented his rapid advancement in his career. The
rumor spread persistently, his family was humiliated,
and to his intense grief he found that his patron, Mr.
Craik, also gave credence to the malicious report.

He asked and received an honorable discharge from
the owners of the John, which proved his good stand-
ing with his former employers. This document is dat-
ed April 1, 1771. Subsequent to this he occupied
himself during the period of about six months in local
trading with the Isle of Man. His traducers have
stated that this was a smuggling trade, but his own
emphatic denial of this accusation is supported by
the records preserved in the customs books of the
town of Douglas. The very first entry of goods shipped
from England to the Isle of Man after it became
the property of the crown stands in John Paul’s name.
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During the whole of this period he dwelt under a
cloud of evil report, and awaited openly a direct
attack from his accusers, ready to face the verdict of
a British jury and eager to clear his name from sus-
picion. Believing at last that no one of his accusers

would dare openly to confront him, he nevertheless
took ship again for the West Indies for the purpose of
gathering proofs to refute definitely these damaging
accusations.

When he arrived in the island of Tobago, he found no
difficulty whatever in procuring the necessary evidence.
His friends, Judge Simpson and William Young, the
governor, were both entirely willing to assist him in
his emergency. Judge Simpson furnished him with the
needful affidavit.!

1 Before t(l;e Honorable Lieutenant Governor, William Young, Esquire
of the Island:—

Aforesaid pereonally appeared, James Simpson Esquire, who, being
duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God;

DxrosrrE and SBArTH:

TaAT: Sometime about the beginning of May, in the year of our Lord,
1770, & person in the habit of & sailor, came to this deponent, who was
at that. time Judge Surrogate of the Court of Vice Admiralty for the
Island aforesaith, with a complaint against John Paul, commander of a
Brigantine then lying in Rockley Bay of said Island, for having beat the
then complainant who belonged to the said John Paul’s vessel; at the
gsame time showing deponent his shoulders which had there the marks
of several stripes, but none that were either mortal or dangerous, to the
best of this deponent’s opinion and belief.

And this deponent further saith—That he did summon the said John
Paul before him, who in his vindication alleged that the said complainant
had on all occasions proved very ill qualified for, as well as very negli-
gent in his duties, and also that he was very lasy and inactive in the
execution of his, the said John Paul's lawful command. At the same
time declaring his sorrow for having corrected the complainant; and
this deponent further saith: That having dismissed the complaint as
frivolous, the complainant as this deponent believes, returned to his
duty and this deponent further saith:—That he has since understood
that the said complainant died afterwards on board of a different vessel
on her passage to some of the leaward Islands, and that the said John
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Armed with this exculpatory document, John Paul
again returned to England, and on the day after his
arrival wrote his family of the result of his voyage:

LoNDON, 24th September 1772.
MY DEAR MOTHER AND SISTERS :—

I only arrived here last night from the Grenadas;
I have had but poor health during the voyage, and my
success in it not having equalled my first sanguine ex-
pectations, has added very much to the asperity of my
misfortunes, and I am well assured was the cause of
my loss of health. I am now however better, and 1
trust Providence will soon put me in the way to get
bread, and (which is far my greatest happiness) be ser-
viceable to my poor but much valued friends. I am
able to give you no account of my future proceedings,
as they depend upon circumstances which are not fully
determined.

I have enclosed you a copy of an affidavit made
before Governor Young by the Judge of the Court of
Vice Admiralty at Tobago, by which you will see with
how little reason my life has been thirsted after, and
which is much dearer to me, my honor, by maliciously
loading my fair character with obloquy and vile asper-
gions. I believe there are few who are hard hearted
enough to think I have not long since given the world
every satisfaction in my power, being conscious of my

Paul as this deponent is informed, has been accused in Great Britain as
the immediate author of the said complainant’s death, by means of the
said stripes hereinbefore mentioned.

This accusation, this deponent, for the sake of humanity, in the most
solemn manner declares and believes to be in his judgment without any
just foundation as far as relates to the stripes before mentioned; which
this deponent very particularly examined, and

Further this deponent saith not.

JAMES SIMPSON.
Sworn before me,

This 30th day of June, 1772
WiLLiaM Youna.
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innocence before Heaven, who will one day judge even
my Judges. I staked my honor, life and fortune for
gix long months on the verdict of a British Jury, not-
withstanding I was sensible of the general prejudices
which ran against me; but after all, none of my ac-
cusers had the courage to confront me. Yet I am
willing to convince the world, if reason and facts will
do it, that they have no foundation for their harsh
treatment. I mean to send Mr. Craik a copy properly
proved, as his nice feelings will not perhaps be other-
wise gatisfied. In the meantime, if you please, you
may show him the enclosed. His ungracious conduct
to me before I left Scotland I have not yet been able
to get the better of; every person of feeling must think
meanly of adding to the load of the afflicted. It is
true I bore it with seem unconcern, but Heaven can
witness for me that I suffered the more on that very
account. But enough of this!

The dominant qualities of Paul Jones’s character, his
regard for reputation, keen sensitiveness of feeling, and
strong imagination, reacting, as they never failed to do,
upon a singularly responsive physical organization,
were already evident in this early letter. His care for
his “poor but valued friends,” to whose support he was
already in the habit of contributing, is the best proof
of his loyal and affectionate disposition. No further
evidence is necessary to prove his innocence of charges
which were many times revived against him, or of the
intensity of his suffering from the obloquy which was
cast most unjustly upon his name. He never again
wrote to Mr. Craik, who, his relatives state, was after-
ward entirely convinced of his innocence. He never
again visited his birthplace in Scotland; he never saw
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his family again. He busied himself with his affairs in
London, and, not content with the evidence of Judge
Simpson, he obtained from James Eastment, the cap-
tain of the ship on which Mungo Maxwell died, the
following affidavit, which testified to the manner and
cause of the sailor’s death:

James Eastment mariner and late master of the
Barcelona Packet, maketh oath and saith that Mungo
Maxwell carpenter formerly on board the John, Cap-
tain Paul, Master, came in good health on board his,
this deponent’s said vessel, then lying in Great Rock-
ley Bay, in the island of Tobago, about the middle of
the month of June in the year one thousand seven
hundred and seventy, in the capacity of a carpenter
aforesaid.

That he acted as such in every respect in perfect
health for some time after he came on board this de-
ponents said vessel, the Barcelona Packet after which
he was taken ill of a fever and lowness of spirits, which
continued for four or five days, when he died on board
the said vessel during her passage from Tobago to
Antigua.

And this deponent further saith that he never heard
the said Mungo Maxwell complain of having received
any ill usage from the said Captain John Paul; but
that he, this deponent verily believes that said Mungo
Maxwell’s death was occasioned by a fever and low-
ness of spirits as aforesaid, and not by or through any
other cause or causes whatsoever.

This document John Paul deposited with the then
Lord Mayor of London, on the 30th of January, 1773.




CHAPTER 11

PERIOD OF ADVENTURE

Youna PauL had evidently succeeded in establishing
his credit with reliable merchants during the period
of his trading with the Isle of Man, for he now was
able to secure the necessary advance to enable him
to purchase the ‘““large London ship,” of which he had
written to Mr. Craik, and to start out in business for
himself. He purchased the Betsey, & London merchant-
man, and, having loaded her at Cork, set sail for the
West Indies in the early part of the year 1773. In
April he was again in the bay of Tobago. As he had
succeeded in procuring his ship by his own unaided
exertions, he now easily induced Archibald Stuart,
Esq., a planter in the island, to enter into partner-
ship with him. He invested the proceeds of the sale
of his original cargo in the purchase of West Indian mer-
chandise, and paid off his chief officers, but he hoped
to be able to defer payment of his seamen until he
had realized on his return cargo in England. By such
methods he ran the risk of losing his crew, and, as the
event proved, he paid dearly for his temerity. The
sailors murmured and refused to be placated by the
promises of gifts of clothing with which, as he himself
admits, he attempted to conciliate them. Under these
circumstances he made all haste to finish his loading
and put to sea, but on coming aboard one morning he
found himself confronted by a well-organized plot on
22
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the part of his drunken and dissatisfied crew to desert
the ship in a body.

Just freed from the serious difficulties caused by his
chastisement of Mungo Maxwell, it may well be be-
lieved that he had no desire to become involved in
further trouble. But a fatality of the worst and most
unexpected kind awaited him. In defending himself
from a determined and murderous attack made by the
ringleader of the mutiny, he was unfortunate enough
to kill the man. This second and separate incident of
trouble with his sailors, with its immediately fatal con-
sequences, has never been known to any of his biog-
raphers. In the year 1906 an account of this occur-
rence was discovered in a letter to Benjamin Franklin,
in the well-known handwriting of Paul Jones himself.
This document was one of a collection of thirteen
thousand letters written to Franklin, and bequeathed
about the year 1850 to the Philosophical Society of
Philadelphia by the son of George Fox, who had re-
ceived it from Franklin’s grandson. For more than
half a century this remarkable letter lay in the vaults
of the society unnoticed. Under a recently appointed
. librarian, the long-delayed task of cataloguing the
enormous mass of documents was initiated and the
truth about this important event in Paul Jones’s life
brought to light. This letter illumines the period of
his life which has always been obscure to his biog-
raphers, gives the reason for his temporary abandon-
ment of & sea career, and explains in large measure his
change of name. The account written to Franklin re-
lates the incident in detail:
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L’OrienT, March 6th, 1779.
HONORED AND DEAR SiR:—

The mystery which you so delicately mention in your
much esteemed favor of the 24th ult —it has been my
intention for more than Twelve months past to com-
municate to you; which however I have put off from
time to time on reflecting that the Account must give
you more pain than pleasure :—yet had I not, on my
sudden departure from hence for Paris, inadvertently
neglected to take with me the Original Paper whereof
the inclosed is a Copy. I certainly should then have
put it in your hands —The subject a.t the beginning of
the War was communicated to sundry Members of
Congress among whom I may mention Mr. Hewes of
No. Carolina and Mr. Morris of Philadelphia; and to
various other persons in America before and Since.—It
was the advice of my friend Gov. Young among many
others, when that great Misfortune of my Life hap-
pened, that I should retire Incog. to the continent of
America, and remain there untll an Admiralty Com-
mission should arrive in the Island, and then return.
—I had waited that event elghteen months before
Swords were drawn and the Ports of the Continent
were Shut.

It had been my intention from the time of my mis-
fortune to quit the sea service altogether, and, after
standing Trial, as I had the means, to purchase some
small tracts of Land on the Continent, which had been
my favorite Country from the age of thirteen, when I
first saw it.—I had settled my future place of retire-
ment in “calm contemplation and Poetic ease.”

I could have no views of protection from a new Gov-
ernment, and therefore as I adhered to my first resolu-
tion of returning to the West Indies, to Stand Trial,
and to Settle my affairs there as soon as peace should
be restored to the Continent, it was the advice of my
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friends that I should till that wished event might be
brought about, remain Incog.—

It may be said that I have been unfortunate—but
it cannot be made appear that I have ever, even in the
weakest Moment of my Life been capable of a Base or
a mean Action.

I am with grateful and real affection and respect,

Honored and Dear Sir
Your very obliged
Very obedient
Very humble servant
JOHN PAUL JONES.

The enclosure referred to above is as follows:

P.S. The Master of a West India ship from London
had occasion to ship sundry seamen at the Island
where he landed—one of whom in particular behaved
himself very ill—He was a—principal in Embezzling
the Master’s Liquor—He got frequently drunk—He
neglected and even refused his duty with much inso-
lence.—He stirred up the rest of the crew to act in the
Same manner and was their avowed Ringleader.

As the Master’s engagements were of such a nature
that his all depended upon dispatch, he gave his Crew
very reasonable encouragement,—They had plenty of
good Provision and were in other respects well used.—
Notwithstanding of which one forenoon when the Mas-
ter came on Board he found that the Crew had formed
or were then forming a plot to desert the ship.—As the
Master was walking aft the Ringleader rushed up from
the steerage and stopped him with the grossest abuse
that vulgarism could dictate—because, as he pretended,
the Master had sailed his ship fourteen Months with-
out paying wages.—The fellow having sometime be-
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fore complained that he wanted cloaths, the Master
now gave him Frocks and Trousers telling him to go
about his duty and to inform himself better—for that
what he had said was not so—.But mildness had no
good effect, for while the Master was distributing
Cloathing to some of the rest who were also in want,
the first conveyed his things into the Boat and another
of the Crew was following hls example, till observing
that the Master had an eye upon their proceedings,
they Sneaked back into the Shl p—They remained quiet
for a short space.—But the Ringleader soon broke out
again with Oaths and insisted on having the boat and
quitting the Ship—This the Master refused, but offered
to give up his agreement if a Man could be found to
serve in his room. The disturber Swore with horrid
imprications that he would take away the Boat by
force!l—and for that purpose actually rushed over the
Gangway, bidding the Master the most contemptuous
defiance!—Upon the Master’s stepping to prevent this
the Man (having threw his strength) leapt into the
- Ship and forced him into the Cabin, using at the time
language and attitudes too indecent to be mentioned,
and charging him not to shew his Nose upon Deck again
till the Boat was gone at his utmost peril.—The Master
searched the Cabin for a stick, but not finding one, and
his Sword, by chance being on the Table, he took it up
in hopes that the sight of it would intimidate the Man
into submission.—The Man had by this time descended
the Gangway within a step of the boat, so that it would
have been impossible to prevent his Elopement had
he persisted—But he now re-entered the Ship breath-
ing Vengeance, and, totally regardless of the Sword,
tho within its reach, turned his back towards the Mas-
ter, ran on the Main Deck, Armed himself with a
Bludgeon with which he returned to the quarter Deck
and attacked the Master. The Master was thunder
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Struck with surprise, for he had considered the Man’s
ravings as the natural effect of disappointed Rage which
would soon subside of itself.—~But now his sole expe-
dient was to prevent bad consequences by returning
again to the Cabin;—and this he endeavored to do as
fast as possible by retiring backwards in a posture of
defence.—But alas! what is human foresight.—The
after Hatchway was uncovered and lay in & direct line
between the Master’s back and the cabin door, but the
momentary duration of the attack did not admit of
his recollecting that circumstance before his heel came
in contact with the Hatchway, which obliged him to
make a—Sudden Stop.—Unhappily at that instant
the assailant’s arm being high raised, he threw his Body
forward to reach the Master’s head with the descend-
ing Blow—The fatal and unavoidable consequence of
which was his rushing upon the Sword’s Point.

After this melancholy accident the Master went
Publickly to a Justice of the Peace and offered to Sur-
render as his Prisoner.—The Justice who called him-
self the Masters friend, persuaded him to withdraw and
Said it was unnecessary to Surrender before the day of
Trial.—And the rest of the Masters friends who were
present forced him to mount his Horse.—Two weeks
before this the Chief Mate had been for the first time
in his Life advanced to that Station—and yet unworthy
as his conduct had been in it he now openly arrogated
his unblushing pretentions to the Command, and to
attain it associated with the Crew. The Testimony
of such a combination may easily be imagined, con-
scious as they were of having embezzled the Masters
property they were not likely to dwell on any circum-
stance that manifested their own dastardly and un-
dutiful Conduct.—And as the second Mate a young
Gentleman of worth lay Sick as well as all the inferior
Officers and best disposed of the Crew, in all human
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probability the Truth could not escape the
perversions.—Besides the Nature of the Case Subjected
it to the cognizance of a Court Martial-——And there was
no Admiralty Commission then in the Government.—
For these obvious reasons the Masters friends con-
strained him for a time to leave the Country.

N. B. The foregoing has been written in great haste
to Save the Post.!

The kind friend and indulgent philosopher to whom
this letter was addressed made in his reply no reference
to the story it contained, except to say that it was sim-
ply a case of self-defence. There is no evidence that
the confession, so painful to Paul Jones, ever altered
in any way the friendship which existed between them.
Legally, Paul Jones was absolutely justified in killing
the ringleader of the mutiny, not only by the author-
ity of the laws and customs then universally prevalent
upon the sea, but also from the fact that the man’s
assault was evidently with intent to kill. The points
of the affair which deserve consideration are Jones’s
own regret at the circumstance, his enforced flight,
and the serious results which it entailed upon his char-
acter and career. No blame can properly be attached
to the act, except in the fact (clearly indicated in his
own narrative) that he unwisely believed that his crew
would remain contented without their wages until such
time as suited his convenience. It is impossible to
read this account without a profound sympathy for
the horror and dismay which must have overwhelmed

1 The letter is dated March 6, 1779, and, belonging to a much later
period, is not fully quoted at this point. It is given in ita entirety in
Appendix B.
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his mind at this second catastrophe. The consterna-
tion of the men who had already proved themselves his
friends, when he appeared before them staggering un-
der the shock of this fatal and unpremeditated disas-
ter, can well be imagined. Judge Simpson had already
set his hand to the affidavit which cleared him of the
responsibility of Mungo Maxwell’s death. Governor
Young had testified to the truth of the document, and
this evidence had been put into Jones’s hands on the
occasion of his last visit to the island in the preceding
year.

Although this evidence was strong enough to pre-
vent an open attack, his enemies still w]blspered of his
guilt, and hostile rumors were alive which, in the light
of this second occurrence, would have strongly mili-
tated against him had he determined to face a trial
at that time. The man’s death was immediate, and
Jones had been armed with a sword. The chief mate
was jealous, ambitious of assuming command, and was
known to be hostile. The evidence of the second mate
and the other inferior officers was unobtainable, and
the sailors, for the reasons above mentioned, were all
against him. Under these seriously unfavorable con-
ditions he nevertheless offered to surrender himself
immediately, but Judge Simpson, still his friend, ad-
_vised him that this was unnecessary until the day of
trial. No court of admiralty was then in session on
the island, and no date for the appointment of such
a tribunal had been set. Jones’s surrender or arrest
might have meant indefinite imprisonment or a more
serious sentence from an inferior court. It is not sur-
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prising that a conference of his friends, held in secret,
as may be inferred, in the face of such serious danger,
should have resulted in the advice that Jones should
mount his horse and, making his way to some other
port, depart from the island.

It is difficult for those who have studied the charac-
ter of Paul Jones to imagine this strict disciplinarian,
this fighter by nature, ‘ retiring backwards in a posture
of defence” or seeking refuge from his mad and muti-
nous assailant in his cabin. But with the memory of
Maxwell in his mind, it is entirely credible that he
did attempt to avoid serious trouble by any means in
his power.

Paul Jones never returned to Tobago to stand his
trial, and the reasons for this are set forth in the letter.
What does not appear in this account is the fact that
rumors confounded the circumstances of this occur-
rence with the better-known incident of Mungo Max-
well, and Jones’s acquittal for the one offence was
therefore held to apply to the other.

A very rare old book, entitled “The Biographies of
the Principal Military and Naval Heroes of America,”
written by one Thomas Wilson, of Philadelphia, pub-
lished in that city in the year 1817, before the appear-
ance of any of the “Lives” of Paul Jones, contains an
account of both occurrences merged into one. It is
very valuable in the confirmatory evidence it supplies
of the defensive nature of his attack on the sailor
and in the indication it gives of the manner in which
the two incidents were confused in the rumors of the
time:
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CAPTAIN PAUL JONES

This football of fortune was a native of Scotland.
His father had been originally a gardener to the Earl
of Selkirk.

Circumstances at present unknown led him to em-
brace a seafaring life at the age of fifteen. After he
had served a regular apprenticeship he commanded a
merchant vessel which was for many years engaged in
the West India trade.

During a voyage to Tobago the crew of his vessel
mutinied. He, in the incipiency of the insurrection
resorted to conciliatory measures with a view to re-
storing order; but his moderation being supposed to
be the effect of fear, the mutineers grew bolder and
renewed their threats. On this, Captain Paul armed
himself with a small sword, posted himself on the quar-
terdeck and informed the mutineers that the most se-
rious consequences would result if they should pass the
after hatchway, and that an attempt to get on the
quarterdeck would induce him and his officers to risk
their own lives in endeavoring to effect their destruction.
They were somewhat appalled by his decision; but
some more desperate than the rest, determmed to seize
him, and armed with handspikes, crowbars, and axes,
moved along the waist to the quarterdeck. The leader
on a.pproa.ching Captain Paul, raised a handspike to
strike him, and made the blow, but it was evaded and
he missed his object; but was about to renew it, and
when he lifted a second time, Captain Paul pierced the
ruffian; he fell dead on the deck. The rest fled to the
forecastle and some below deck; those who remained
above were seized and put in irons; and those who had
resisted the mutiny, being encouraged by the resolu-
tion of the Captain, secured the others below.
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The voyage was prosecuted and they arrived at To-
bago, where Captain Paul surrendered himself to the
proper authority, with a demand that he should be
tried for the death of the mutineer. The transaction
excited considerable interest; but at length he obtained
a formal trial wherein he was finally acquitted. What
became of the mutineers we do not now recollect; but
it is upwards of 30 years since we read the narrative.

Captain Paul had dispatched his ship under another
oﬂicer to Europe while he awaited the tnal and a.fter
his acquittal returned to Europe. He landed in Eng
land where the story had preceded him with great exag-
geration, and he was menaoed with imprisonment and
a new trial. In this dilemma he addressed his friends of
the Scots House in Cork; described the prosecution he
had experienced and the injustice of bnngm him a
second time to trial, contrary to the laws of England.
In his friends he found advice and protection, and to
escape injustice he determined to proceed to the Amer-
ican Continent where he added to his paternal name
the nomme de guerre Jones.

It is in no way remarkable that the reports current
in those troublous times, when ports were closed and
correspondence uncertain and irregular, should have
mingled the two incidents. They both occurred at
Tobago, and the same authorities, Judge Simpson and
Governor Young, were concerned in both. Jones, quite
naturally, considered it needless to enlighten the gen-
eral public in regard to the matter, but there are various
mysterious references to it in intimate letters which
none of his biographers have hitherto been able to ex-
plain. He always called it ““ the misfortune of my life,”
and it is evident that he never could forget it, but was
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forced to call to his aid all his fortitude and philosophy
to enable him to surmount the suffering which it caused
him. At a later period, in referring to the distress
which he suffered from his supersedure in rank, he
says: ‘‘Its reality affects me more than all the former
misfortunes of my life, some of them were perhaps
brought about by my own misconduct—this I am sure
was not.”” It is plain that he did not consider himself
wholly innocent of the contributing cause of the fatal-
ity arising from the fact that he had not paid his crew
in full, and was therefore partly responsible for their
dissatisfaction.

He made a voluntary confession of the unfortunate
occurrence at the outset of his friendship with Hewes
and Morris, and was unwilling to continue his impor-
tant relation with Franklin without making a similar
confession to him.,

The immediate results of this disaster were exceed-
ingly serious. He was compelled to abandon the busi-
ness which he had brought with such difficulty to a suc-
cessful issue, and nearly penniless and in tragic haste to
depart from the island. He left both ship and cargo
in the hands of his partner and entered upon a truly
melancholy period of homeless and nameless wander-
ing. This period, lasting from June, 1773, to the winter
of 1775, has been one of almost complete obscurity to
all of his previous biographers. He fled from Tobago
under an assumed name, and, unable openly to claim
his rightful property, he emerged as John Paul Jones,
a regularly appointed officer in the American navy.
Two brief references exist in the letters of Jones himself
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to throw some light upon this part of his life. One of
these, found in a letter already printed in the Edin-
burgh and Sands biographies, was written in the spring
of the year 1777, when Jones liad advanced to a leading
position in the American navy:

BosToN, 4th May 1777.
DEAR sIR.

After an unprofitable suspense of twenty months,
(having submsted on fifty pounds only during that time. )
when my hopes of rehef were entirely cut off, and there
remained no possibility of my receiving wherewithal to
subsist upon from my effects in your island, or in Eng-
land, I at last had recourse to strangers for that aid and
comfort which was denied me by those friends whom I
had entrusted with my all. - The good offices which are
rendered to persons in their extreme need, ought to
make a deep impression on grateful minds; in my case
I feel the truth of that sentiment, and am bound by
gratitude as well as honour to follow the fortunes of my
late benefactors. I have lately seen Mr. Sicaton, (late
manager of the estates of Arch. Stuart Esq.) who in-
formed me that Mr. Ferguson had quitted Orange Val-
ley, on being charged with the unjust application of the
property of his employers. I have been and am ex-
tremely concerned at this account: I wish to disbelieve
it, although it seems too much of a piece with the unfair
advantage which, to all appearance he took of me, when
he left me in exile, for twenty months, a prey to melan-
choly and want, and withheld my property, without
wntmg a word of excuse for his conduct. Thus cir-
cumstanced I have taken the liberty of sending you a
letter of attorney to Captain Cleaveland who under
takes to deliver 1t hlmself as he goes for Tobago via
Martinico. You have enclosed a copy of a list of debts
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acknowledged, which I received from Mr. Ferguson,
when I saw you last at Orange Valley. You have also
a list of debte contracted w1th me together with Fergu-
son’s receipt. And there remained a considerable prop-
erty unsold, besides some best Madeira wine which he
had shi ped for London. By the state of accounts
which I sent to England, on my arriva.l in this continent
there was a balance due to me from the ship Betsey of
£909. 158 3d. sterling. and in my account with Robert
Young, Esq. 29 January 1773 there appeared a balance
in my favor of 281 1s 8d. Sterling. These sums exceed
my drafts and just debts to ether, so that if I am fairly
dea.lt with, I ought to receive a considerable remJttance
from that quarter. You will please to observe, that
there were nine pieces of coarse camblets shipped at
Cork, over and above the quantity expressed in the bill
of ladm It seems the shippers ﬁndm their mistake
applied for the goods; and as I have been informed from
Grana.da Mr. Fe n laid hold of this opportunity to
propagate a report that all the goods wh1ch I put into
his hands were the property of that house in Cork If
this base suggestion hath gained belief, it accounts for
all the neglect which I have experienced. But however
my connexions are changed, my principles as an honest
man of candour and integrity are the same; therefore
should there not be a sufficiency of my property in Eng-
land to answer my just debts, I declare that it is my
first wish to make up such deﬁclency from my property
in Tobago; and were even that to fall short, I am ready
and wﬂhn to make full and ample remittances from
hence upon hearing from you the true state of my af-
fairs. As I hope my dear mother is still alive, I must
inform you that I wish my property in Tobago or in
England after paying my just debts to be applied for
her support. Your own feelings, my dear sir, make it
unnecessary for me to use argument to prevail with you
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on this tender point. Any remittances which you may
be enabled to make through the hands of my good friend
Captain John Paliner of Cork, will be faithfully put into
her hands. she hath several orphan grandchildren to
provide for. I have made no apology for giving you
this trouble; my situation will I trust obtain your free
pardon. I am always with perfect esteem.
Dear sir.
Your very obliged, very obedient,
And most humble servant.

| J. PAUL JONES.
StuArT MAWEY Esq.
Tobago.

The reasons for his penniless condition during nearly
all of this period of obscurity are here sufficiently ac-
counted for in the evident dishonesty of the agent and
resident manager of his partner, Archibald Stuart,
in whose hands Jones had intrusted his share of the
ship and merchandise, but there is no hint as to
his whereabouts or occupation up to the time of his
forming his new connections with the American Gov-
ernment. The other reference is in a letter printed in
Force’s “Archives’’; although brief, it is exceedingly
interesting in the indication it furnishes of the nature
of his occupation during this time. It is dated the
18th November, 1776, when Jones was on board the
Providence, off the coast of Nova Scotia, on the sec-
ond of his independent and very successful cruises
against the British possessions in Canada. He writes
to Robert Smith, of Edenton, a partner of Joseph
Hewes in the ship-building business and the United
States prize agent of the State of North Carolina. He
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announces that he is sending a prize to him in recog-
nition of his gratitude to Joseph Hewes, and says: “I
have seen and do esteem yourself, but I knew your
brother James well when I was myself a son of fortune.”
The unquestionable confession of some period of ad-
venture expressed in this phrase, and its significant
grouping of this brother and himself in a similar occu-
pation, of which he dares to speak on account of their
mutual knowledge of its character, is exceedingly sug-
gestive. What were they doing, these two intimate
friends, when both were ‘sons of fortune’’?. An answer
to this question exists and is contained in the printed
recollections of one Thomas Chase, a Massachusetts
sailor and privateersman, and afterward one of Jones’s
seamen on the Alliance, who dictated them to his grand-
son. These recollections, printed privately, were in the
possession of the daughter of Thomas Chase the third,
who took them down from the mouth of his grand-
father. The story that they tell runs thus:

In September 1773, two years before the breaking
out of the American Revolutionary War, the people liv-
ing near Holmes’s Hole Martha’s Vineyard, were aston-
ished to see a rather singular craft put into their port.
Martha’s Vineyard is an island, forming the southeast-
ern extreme of the state of Massachusetts, and Holnes’s
Hole is its principal harbor. The vessel was a sharp,
rakish, clipper built craft, painted entirely black, with
no name whatever marked upon her. She carried three
long nine-pounders, which could be moved to any part
of her deck; one “long-tom”’ on a pivot and apparently
a full supply of small arms of every description. She
was a very fast sailor.



38 JOHN PAUL JONES

The crew seemed to consist of about forty men,
mostly Spaniards with a few Portuguese among them.
The captain announced himself as Paul Jones,! and said
that as he was coasting along in the vicinity of Long
Island, New York, he had had an encounter with a
British craft which came very near taking him. Two
or three of his crew and one officer, had been wounded
in this encounter, and the officer soon after died.
Whether the dying officer had requested to be buried
on land, or whether it was merely Jones’s wish to show
his dead officer this special attention, did not appear;
but he inquired whether he could find a man who could
make a coffin for the dead sailor, and said he wished to
give him a decent burial. He was directed to a stripling
of nineteen or twenty years of age, who had the repu-
tation of being unusually “handy with tools” and could
even accomplish wonders with a common jack knife and
a bit of wood. This youth’s name was Thomas Chase;
he was born on the island, and was a direct descen-
dant of Thomas Mayhew, royal patentee and first Gov-
ernor of that and the adjacent islands. Young Chase
set about making the coffin, and while he was at work
on the gruesome task, had numerous long conversations
with Jones who appeared to have taken quite a fancy
to the youth, and was very sociable and communicative.

At Captain Jones’s request, the people of the Island
turned out in good numbers to attend the stranger’s
funeral. Among the persons who attended that strange
funeral was a girl in her teens named Desiré Luce. She
was then the sweetheart, and afterwards became the
wife of the youth who made the stranger’s coffin. She
saw at the funeral and at several other times during his
few days stay on the Island, the “ Captain Jones” who
was so friendly with her sweetheart. Of course in the
unusual circumstances, the Captain was thoroughly



PERIOD OF ADVENTURE 39

scrutinized, and every person present had a good chance
to form a deliberate opinion as to his personal appear-
ance. He stood about five feet six inches high; he was
stoutly built but not corpulent, and had a very broad
chest and shoulders, and arms unusually and noticeably
long for a man of his height. His weight was about one
hundred and seventy five pounds; he was remarkably
muscular, and seemed able to use almost all of his great
strength in his sword arm. His complexion had been
naturally light, but he was much weather-beaten at this
time, having been afloat, as he said, about seventeen
years, or ever since he was about fourteen years old.
He had the kind of hair which country people call
‘““sandy,” but which had been probably made hghter by
constant exposure to wind and sunshine; his eyes were
bluish-gray. The muscles of his face were firm, giv-
ing great severity to his expression. Among his pe-
culiarities was that of an uncommonly deep, strong,
resonant and powerful voice, of that peculiar carrying
quality which made it dlstmctl audible, even in the
greatest noise and confusion.

Captain Jones remained several days on the Island
after the burial of his shipmate, and amused himself by
looking over the nelghbonng country and making sev-
eral gunning expeditions, in which he included young
Chase, who proved a better shot than himself.

The Ca.pta.in and his crew made some purchases dur-
ing their stay, paying duly for everything and con-
ducting themselves in a perfectly civil and inoffensive
manner, although Captain Jones told young Chase in
private, that they were ““a set of Spanish and Portugese
desperadoes.” They were under excellent control how-
ever, and no one had any reason to complain of their
behaviour. He seemed never to try to keep a man who
wanted to leave him at any port. One of his crew at
this time, a Portugese who called himself ‘“Joe Fred-
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erick”’ as the nearest English approach to his name, de-
cided to remain on the Island, and did so, with his
captain’s full consent. This man married there, and
after a long life of adventure, for he later sailed again
with Jones—died there, and his widow lived to be over
ninety years old.

When Jones was ready to leave the Island, he en-
gaged an old pilot to help him over Nantucket Shoals,

ung Chase accompanying. After two days they
bade adieu to Jones with the best of feeling on both
gides, and when they last saw his vessel it was steering
north-easterly as if meaning to double Cape Cod. As
was a.fterwards learned, J ones soon returned to the
Spanish West Indies, then his headquarters.

Two years after this occurrence at the breaking out
of the Amencan Revolution in 1775, young Chase
shipped on board one of the first pnvateers ﬁtted out
by the Colonies. It chanced that within a few days,
this ship in a blistering fog almost ran into a strong
British man-of-war, was captured, and all her crew
taken prisoners and camed to Plymouth England,
where in company with many other American prisoners
—there were over seven hundred of them in all—they
were held captive for more than two years. Then, by
an exchange of prisoners, they were liberated and taken
to L’Orient, in France, whence they hoped to ship for
home. Here it happened, Paul Jones and young Chase
met again and instantly recognized each other, and
Chase shipped with Jones who was then in command
of the Bon Homme Richard and wished to fill his ship
with the liberated prisoners. Chase was in the fight
between the Bon Homme Richard and the Serapis, as
well as in many other engagements and knew Jones
perhaps, as well as did any other man who ever sailed
with him, as Jones appeared to have taken a special lik-
ing to him, telling him many personal details which he
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seemed to tell few others, and in two or three instances,
taking him on confidential expeditions, the details of
which he did not trust to the mass of his crew.

Although of a generally stern and surly aspect, Jones
had his seasons of friendly and confidential converse,
when he spoke freely of his earlier life and his later
adventures. The story he told of his childhood and
youth seemed recited in good faith, and was adhered to
with every appearance of veracity in all after allusions.
Jones is said to have told an altogether different story
to the American Authorities when he was seeking a
naval command; but whatever he said afterwards, or
whatever was said of him, it was evident that at this
time he really believed himself to be an illegitimate son
of the Earl of Selkirk, whose mansion was near White-
haven, on the west coast of Scotland, near the border
of England. He said that his first recollections were
of the servants’ quarters in the Earl’s establishment;
that he was called John Paul, and told that his father’s
name was Paul. He also said that he was ignorant as
to the exact date of his birth.

Regarding his voyages In the slave-ships, Thomas
Chase’s narrative again supplies some interesting in-
formation:

On his arrival at Corunna, he fell in with an associa-
tion of self-styled ‘merchants’’ and maritime rovers
and desperadoes, who obtained their living and wealth
by their lawless depredations on commerce, and whose
predecessors hiad sailed the vague “Spanish main” for
scores of years, and who, with their successors, con-
tinued to ravage the shipping of all commercial nations
until the close of the Napoleonic wars.

Young as he was, he soon gained ascendency over
many of his associates who were older and more ex-
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perienced in voyaging than himself, and before he was
twenty years old, he was offered the command of a ves-
sel to continue the same business, he of course to have
a much larger share of the profits than before.

These reminiscences of Jones’s earlier life, with many
tales of stirring and dangerous adventure, were recited
by him to young Chase, in the bluff captain’s seasons
of relaxation and social converse during their cruises
together. Some of them were also heard by three
other persons, who on one voyage all together, and on
others separately, sailed under Jones. These three
men were Thomas Field, Joe Frederick, and John Terry;
this last was a boy born in Annapolis, Maryland, who
served as a “powder-monkey” to Chase’s gun, in the
Bon Homme Richard fight.

The remainder of Chase’s narrative, which contains
an account of the Ranger’s cruise and the descent upon
Saint Mary’s Isle, possesses no value as historical ma-
terial, for the reason that he was during that time still
a prisoner in England, and being no longer an eye-
witness, relied for his statements on tradition and hear-
say reports from other seamen. The brief account of
the engagement with the Serapts, also contained in the
narrative, furnishes no new material except as it includes
some testimony in regard to Landais. Chase was on
board the Alliance in the famous battle, but sailed for a
short time under Jones when the latter took command
of that vessel. None of the somewhat confused recol-
lections of Chase’s middle life, dictated when he was
about seventy years old, have the value possessed by
the early narrative, the details of which were impressed
upon the old seaman’s memory with indelible vitality
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and accuracy. He had a warm admiration and feeling
of personal friendship for Paul Jones, to which he tes-
tified up to the close of his long life. The recollections
as orally dictated by Chase to his grandson were pri-
vately printed by him for preservation, in the year
1859, at Chesterfield, Virginia.

The conclusions in regard to the historical accuracy
of this narrative are highly favorable for the following
reasons: The name of Thomas Chase is not only found
in the roll-book of the Allzance, but the fact of his
service in the American vessel is indubitably attested
by the official records of the prize-money which was
awarded to him by Congress.

The grandson of Thomas Chase, who took down
these recollections from the lips of his grandfather, was
a Methodist minister and a member of the Maine
Methodist conference. In later life he read law and
became a member of the Franklin County (Maine) bar.
He was a lover of history, an accurate student, and an
absolutely reliable reporter of the facts.

The great-granddaughter of Thomas Chase was the
well-known writer, Elizabeth Akers,? lately resident
in Tuckahoe, New York. Aside from the unques-

1 Copies of this rare pamphlet are preserved in the Harvard Library
and in the Newberry Library in Chicago.

3 Mrs. Akers’s verses are to be found in Griswold’s and S8toddard’s
collection of poetry, in Whittier’s ‘' Three Centuries,” in Bryant’s *Po-
etry and Song,”’ in Longfellow’s ‘‘ Poems of Places,” and in Stedman’s
‘“ Anthology.” She was the widow of Paul Akers, the Maine sculptor,
a sketch of whose life is to be found in H. T. Tuckerman’s ‘‘ American
Artists.”” Mrs. Akers supplied the writer with the above information,
and stated that the facts as related by Thomas Chase to her father
were corroborated by Chase’s widow, the Desiré Luce of the narrative,
with whom she spent a summer in her early youth. Mrs. Akers died in
1911.
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tionably reliable character of the individuals who
furnished and transmitted this information, another
and absolutely undeniable proof that Paul Jones act-
ually made this visit to Martha’s Vineyard is found
in the fact that the Portuguese sailor who called him-
self Joe Frederick did not re-embark with Jones, but
remained on the island and shortly after married a
woman of that place. This woman never left the island,
and in her old age received, as his widow, prize-money
from the government for her husband’s share in capt-
ures made during his subsequent services in the Amer-
ican squadron under Paul Jones. In addition to this
fact, which is unexplainable except by the foregoing
narrative, we have Jones’s own admission in the letter
to Robert Smith, of Edenton, that he, together with

James Smith, had been at one time a “son of fortune.”
There is also evidence of a fairly startling confirma-~

tory character in another statement of Jones him-
self, made to Willie Jones, of North Carolina, when
he was a guest in the latter’s home, ‘““The Grove,” near
Halifax, in the year 1775, that “he served his appren-
ticeship, in the African slave trade and later but under
duress, in a straight out Pirate ship, both of which he
threw up, as neither was congenial to his liking.”
This statement, known to Major Knox, of Mecklen-
burg County, Virginia, while he was also a guest
at “The Grove,” was repeated by Knox in his old
age to Colonel Wharton Green,! ex-member of Con-
gress from North Carolina, and now residing at
Fayetteville, in that State. The statement, thus
directly transmitted through only one intermediary,
1Colonel Green died in 1910.
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the author in a letter from Colonel Green. Colonel
Green had passed the age of eighty when he wrote the
letter, and was himself a youth when he heard it from
Major Knox in his extreme old age. The combined
ages of the two men easily spans the time from 1775
to 1908, when Colonel Green recorded it, and the
presumption that it was transmitted correctly in prac-
tically Jones’s own words is greatly increased by the
fact that it contained the expression ‘“under duress.”
This expression, explanatory of Jones’s presence on the
“Pirate” ship, referred without question to the fatal-
ity at Tobago, when he killed the leader of the mu-
tiny on board the Befsey, an incident which was
entirely unknown to Colonel Green. Major Knox, a
member of a well-known Virginia family, belonged to
that class of perennial visitors in the hospitable homes
of the South during the colonial period, and was ex-
ceedingly popular on account of his genial character
and his inexhaustible fund of anecdote. ‘“The Grove”
was one of his favorite “homes,” and there he was
made acquainted with the facts and traditions of the
family and its friends.

The probabilities in regard to this remarkable inci-
dent of Jones’s descent upon Martha’s Vineyard are
that when he fled in haste from the port of Rockley Bay,
after killing the mutineer, he “mounted his horse” and,
riding to the southern shore of the island, made his way
in some small boat to the neighboring island of Trini-
dad, which lies directly to the south of Tobago, only
fifteen miles away. Here, in Spanish territory, he
sought for an opportunity to get out of reach of the
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dangers which so seriously threatened him, and, taking
the first chance which offered, shipped aboard a ‘‘mer-
chantman” and put to sea. The merchantman was
armed and manned with a crew of Spanish and Portu-
guese desperadoes, and, according to his own state-
ment, was really a pirate ship. Although by successive
agreements—the “ Treaty of America,” in 1670, and
that of Utrecht, in 1713—strong efforts had been
made to wipe out piracy in the West Indies by the
various nations of Europe, it broke out again during
the maritime war between France and England, in
1740, and during the Seven Years’ War, in which
England and France as well as Spain were embroiled,
their vessels attacked each other on the seas, and the
rich West Indian merchant-ships became a prey to
the commerce-destroying corsairs of all nations. By
the treaty of Paris, in 1763, which concluded the Seven
Years’ War, an interregnum of peace began which
lasted until the outbreak of the conflict between
England and her American colonies, in which Francs,
Spain, and the Netherlands were all again involved.
During the intervening years the world was supposed
to be at peace, but it was impossible entirely to con-
trol the piratical vessels which had so long been free
to roam the West Indian seas, and in those distant
waters they still carried on their lawless trade. The
long animosity of Spain against England was still ac-
tive, and the corsairs of that nation, although no longer
bearing the murderous character of their celebrated
predecessors who sailed the Spanish main, still attacked
British merchantmen whenever they fell in with them.
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The corsairs of France were also in the habit of taking
defenceless American vessels coming from the French
ports in the West Indies as late as the year 1797, in
spite of the alliance of France with the United States.

When the general European war broke out again, in
consequence of the conflict between England and Amer-
ica, piracy became again increasingly active, and con-
tinued to be practised by both French and Spanish ves-
gels up to the first quarter of the nineteenth century.
It was for many years connived at by the inhabitants
of the sea-coast towns of the Carolinas, and many re-
spectable colonists themselves indulged in the pursuit.
In the maritime colonies of the North the same leniency
prevailed, the descendants of the buccaneers finding it
no difficult matter to strike a bargain with the English
Governor Fletcher, of old New York, who also per-
mitted the merchants of his own domain to make what
profit they could under what passed as the sanction of
law. This sanction the ships and captains of the col-
ony considered to be in force whenever England hap-
pened to be at war with France or Spain. The ship-
owners of New York were on such excellent terms with
the “Red Sea men,” as the rovers of the sea were called
in those days, that the pirate captain was a familiar
figure in the streets and often an honored guest at the
tables of the honest burghers. Many of the fortunes
amassed during the latter part of the seventeenth and
the beginning of the eighteenth centuries, not only in
New York, but in Philadelphia and Boston, had their
foundations in this picturesque trade.

The first American privateers who went to sea in
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their own armed vessels at the beginning of the hostili-
ties against the mother country, before the provincial
assemblies issued letters of marque, were legally pirates,
and ran the risk of the punishment meted out to such
non-commissioned rovers of the sea. The American
Government did not scruple to accept the services of
the celebrated Lafitte in the defence of New Orleans
in 1815. Two years later a military force was sent
out to take possession of Amelia Island, the rendezvous
of the pirates on the coast of Florida. During the
years 1821 and 1822 as many as thirty-two Spanish
piratical vessels were taken by American ships in the
West Indian waters and off the coasts of Cuba, but,
on account of a pretended blockade established by
the Cuban authorities, American trading-vessels ac-
cused of violating it were captured with impunity by
the pirates, and the American commanders appealed
in vain for assistance to the Governor of Cuba in their
attempt to bring them to justice.

In December, 1822, the secretary of the navy recom-
mended to Congress that an important additional force
ghould be sent to bring an end to the outrages which
were committed against American commerce with the
connivance of the Cuban Government, and in the fol-
lowing year Captain David Porter made a desperate
attempt to track out and exterminate all piratical ves-
sels, not only in the Cuban waters, but in the Gulf of
Mexico and among the West Indian islands. He suc-
ceeded in obtaining the countenance and support of
the Governor of Cuba, who had been unable without
outside assistance to exercise the least control over the
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pirates or the inhabitants of the island who were in
league with them. Although compelled to follow the
marauders among the reefs and inlets of the island
coasts, in open boats and barges, and into the noisome
jungles, whither they took refuge, Porter and his effi-
cient subordinates finally succeeded in practically ex-
terminating them. At the end of a six months’ cam-
paign, with a force decimated by yellow-fever and in a
dangerously reduced condition of health, Porter was
able to announce that “no piratical vessel larger than
an open boat was left on the coast of Cuba or in the
Gulf of Mexico.”” The ship on which Paul Jones em-
barked in the year 1773 was of no inconsiderable size,
according to the description in Chase’s narrative, and,
as its head-quarters were the Spanish West Indies and
it was manned with Spaniards, it was in all probability
one of the numerous ships belonging to Spanish sub-
jects which were still permitted to prey upon British
commerce in the distant waters of the western hemi-
sphere. No effectual measures were taken by the
Spanish court to restrain them at this period or even
later, when they attacked American vessels as well with
a persistency born of long habit and the known con-
nivance of the governors of the Spanish possessions
in the New World. It is highly improbable that Jones
was in command of the “privateer” or ‘merchant-
man’’ when he first went to sea.!

Carrying only enough money for his immediate ne-

! The several Spanish names for pirates, armed smugglers, and priva-
teers (piraias, confrabandisias, and corsarios) were used in ordinary
perlance by the Spaniards as synonymous.
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cessities, and compelled to conceal both his name and
history, he was in no position to demand the command
of the ship or to ask unnecessary questions as to its
character or destination. It is probable, therefore, that
he first shipped in a subordinate capacity, perhaps as
mate, and that he became captain after the death of
the officer, who lost his life in the encounter with the
English ship off Long Island. The narrative of Thomas
Chase states that he announced himself as a “special
privateer,” which was probably his way of admitting
that the vessel bore no letter of marque from the
Spanish Government. It is important to remember
the condition of public opinion during this century
of almost universal warfare in regard to these private
commerce-destroying ships, and to recall that the dis-
tinction between pirate ships and privateers in those
days was extremely hazy.

After the close of the Revolutionary War, in 1784,
Franklin attempted to secure the adoption of articles,
to be signed by England and the United States, for
the discontinuance of privateering, which he declared
was a remnant of piracy and very bad for the morals
of his countrymen. Howsoever lax were the laws
against piracy, howsoever leniently and sometimes ad-
miringly it was regarded during those transition years
when “might was still right”’ upon the high seas, Paul
Jones did not and could not remain in the hated
employment he had accepted in his emergency. It
was entirely characteristic that he should have made
no secret of the incidents of his life to the friends he
found in America, particularly in regard to his tempo-
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rary and enforced activity in a contraband trade which
had been so long indulgently regarded by the well-
known inhabitants of the community, but it was also
highly characteristic that he should have immediately
abandoned it, as he had his service in the slave-trade,
in the revolt of a noble nature fitted for higher ends.



CHAPTER II1

CHANGE OF NAME

It is impossible to approximate the date of Paul Jones’s
arrival in America after his cruise in the Spanish ship.

We know from his own statement that the unfortu-
nate death of the mutineer was the cause which brought
him into the colonies, and we learn from his letter to
Franklin that his friends advised him to absent him-
self from Tobago until an admiralty court should be
appointed in the island. If we believe that his disgust
with the character of his employment probably caused
him to leave the vessel at the expiration of her first
cruise, and if we remember that he was steering his
course toward the West Indies when he left Martha’s
Vineyard, in September, 1773, it seems probable that he
arrived at the head-quarters of his ship somewhere about
November of this year, as the voyage on a sailing vessel
in those days took from a month to six weeks. Jones
now found himself again without employnent, and, de-
ciding to take refuge in North America, he made his way
to Edenton, a seaport on the coast of North Carolina,
the residence of his friend James Smith, hoping to
obtain from him the assistance and advice of which
he stood so much in need.

He did not dare to go to his brother in Fredericks-
burg, because he was forced to retain his incognito,

and dreaded a possible recognition from those whom he
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had known there in former years. As there is nothing
to indicate that he received any assistance at this
time, we must assume that James Smith was absent
from Edenton and that Paul Jones now found him-
gelf in great distress. Nearly penniless and unable to
travel any distance from the sea-coast, he was forced
to seek an asylum in some retired spot not far from
Edenton, where, without news or remittances from his
friends, he was left to pine in the deepest loneliness, a
prey, as he bitterly expressed it, to “melancholy and
want.”’

The probability that these are indeed the facts in
regard to this obscure period in Jones’s life is greatly
increased by the first recorded testimony as to the
place where he was first seen after his arrival in
America as well as by his own references to this time
contained in the above-quoted letter to his friend in
Tobago. His early biographers were quite unable to
discover the identity of those strangers who assisted him
in his “extreme need,” but a mass of tradition exists
which furnishes full and credible information in regard
to them. The descendants of these benefactors have
fully testified to the manner in which Paul Jones was
aided and protected by their distinguished ancestors,
who belonged to the well-known Jones family of North
Carolina, and resided near Albemarle Sound, on the
same contraband coast where Jones landed in search
of his comrade James Smith.!

On a day in the early part of the year 1775, Willie
Jones came into the little town of Halifax, from his

' See Appendix C.
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neighboring estate, and found a young man sitting on
a bench in front of the tavern, who had every appear-
ance of the greatest dejection. “ What is your name?”
he asked him. “I have none,” was the answer. “ Where
is your home?”’ he asked. “I have none,” was again
the reply. He then entered into further conversation
with the stranger, and invited him forthwith to share
his home, which he declared was “large enough for
both of them.”?* This dejected stranger was none
other than Paul Jones. Although several modern his-
torians of his career have been aware of the tradi-
tions which connected him with the well-known Jones
family of North Carolina, they have vainly sought for
some records in his papers which would confirm these
reports. The present writer, more fortunate in the
search, discovered, in the year 1906, the desired evi-
dence among Jones’s MSS. in Washington, in the shape
of a letter from Doctor John K. Read, of Goochland
County, Virginia, written in the year 1778. It refers
to a period when they were both guests at Willie Jones’s
place, “The Grove.” The letter professes an enthusi-
astic admiration for Jones, expressed in the character-
istic phraseology of the period: “Shall I tell you that
I had fears that my friend had forgot me; but those
fears were momentary and gave place to other feelings
when I reflected on the many sentimental hours which
passed between us at ‘The Grove.’” This, then, was
the refuge which Paul Jones found in the hour of his
necessity. The man who so generously aided the home-

2 His acoount is taken from the letter from Colonel Wharton Green
referred to above, page 45.





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































