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REFERENCES OF TEE PLATE. 

1. City of Algiers. 
2. Citadel Fort. 
3. Dey’s Palace. 
4. Fish-mai ket Battery. 
5. Enemy’s frigates on tire in the 

Mole. 
6. Light-house, Tower, and Battery. 
7. Explosion vessel blowing up. 
8. Line of the Mole batteries. 
9. Hecla, Belzebub, and Fury bombs 

—the Infernal bomb is inter¬ 
cepted by the explosion vessel. 

10. Impregnable, 98, Rear-Admiral 
Milne. 

11. Prometheus corvette. 
12. Great gun under the gateway. 
13. Albion, 74. 
14. Mutine brig. 
15. Minden, 74. 
16. Britomart brig. 
17. Superb, 74. 
18. Cordelia brig. 
19. Granicus frigate. 
20. Hebrus frigate. 

21. Heron brig. 
22. Head of the Mole Battery. 
23. Queen Charlotte, 100, Lord Ex- 

mouth. 
24. Melampus frigate, Vice-Admiral 

Capellan ; the other Dutch fri¬ 
gates are intercepted by the 
Queen Charlotte. 

25. Mast of the enemy’s brig which 
was sunk. 

26. Leauder’s rocket boat, with Mr. 
Everard swimming for a sup¬ 
ply of rockets. 

27. Glasgow frigate. 
28. Severn frigate. 
29. Leander, 50. 
30. The Algerine frigate which is 

mentioned as having drifted 
towards the Queen Charlotte, 
now represented passing the 
Leander. 

31. Emperor’s Fort. 
32. Dinar Baclia, the Dey of Algiers. 



DESCRIPTION 

Attack upon Algiers. 

The age of chivalry is not gone !—-When we behold, 
through the mist of distant ages, the valorous kn ight 
of the feudal times going forth to succour the widow, 
the distressed lady, and the oppressed,—wherever 
and whenever he might find them,—we feel, as it 
were, instinctively, a glow of enthusiasm warm us 
at this high generosity of soul, — at those noble em¬ 
ployments of knighthood; and cannot avoid wishing 
that all such enterprises might be crowned with 
success. 

If, amidst the fables and fictions of the dark ages, 
those chivalrous exploits awaken our sympathy, 
excite our feelings, and command our approbation, 
—how much more, and in how much greater a 
degree, ought our feelings and our sympathies to be 
awakened, and our admiration to be arrested, at a 
story, around which no historical or mythological 
halo hovers; around which no fiction is thrown ; 
around which no lapse of time has lent its aid to veil 
the crudities of the pencil; where the living scene, 

the vivid drama of reality, has just passed before 
us, in all the lineaments and strongest tints of 
Truth ; — in all the glory of genuine Heroism;—in 
all the justice attendant upon the most favoured 
Virtue crowned with Victory ? 

Such was the attack of Lord Exmouth on 

Algiers! 

Long had these marauders, the Algerines, dis¬ 
turbed the peace of the civilized world ; —long had 
their captain gloried in the infamy; and, 

“ True to his own description, strong and brief, 

A nest of robbers they, <ind he the chief;”— 

Long had they swept the seas, and hurried into cap¬ 
tivity and chains, fathers, mothers, wives, husbands, 
sons, and brothers, to drag, in eternal slavery, a 
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weary and loathsome life. Against these nefarious 
deeds, remonstrance had often been used in vain ;— 
treaties had often been made and broken ; — appeals 
of humanity were unheard ; — the cries of the wretch¬ 
ed, and the sighs of the despairing, were alike dis¬ 
regarded. Nothing, therefore, but the arm of 
power, assisted by the thunder of the -British 

Navy, could arrest the havoc of the spoiler;—no¬ 
thing but the loud-mouthed cannon could shake the 
despot on his throne. This is a language which 
even the Dey of Algiers has been obliged to hear 
and to attend to ; this is a language which he must 
again hear,—which, we repeat for every Briton, he 
shall again hear, should he again dare to trample 
on the rights of Humanity, and the justice of Nature 
and of Nations! 

Enterprises like these give a character to the age: 
not content with protecting ourselves, England will 
never suffer the wanton ness of power, or the bad pas¬ 
sions of the depraved, to overwhelm the feeble and 
the oppressed, whoever they may be; and we hail, 
with enthusiasm, the dawn of that day when, by 
wise councils, and the prepollencv of virtue, Oppres¬ 
sion shall be banished from the earth. 

In this glorious enterprise, in which so many 
hearts of valour shared, it would be invidious to 
point out particular instances of heroism; but, led 
on by the cool intrepidity and undaunted courage of 
their leader, Loud Exmouth,—who was m this, as 
on many other occasions, “foremost in the fight,”— 
every one seemed anxious to signalize his prowess, 
to prove the total disinterestedness of his exploits, 
and to realize the poetical fictions of the days of old. 

To give an adequate idea of the attack upon Al¬ 
giers, and of the destruction which took place, Mr. 
Ba Rkeii has taken his point of view in the centre of 
the Mole Ha ubour. To do which, he has been 
favoured by Mr. Salami, the gentleman who accom¬ 
panied Lord Exmouth as interpreter on the expedi¬ 
tion, with various and minute circumstances; and 
some of the officers of the fleet have .obligingly Com- 



municated to him other important particulars of the 
affair. 

In order to give a view of the batteries on the 
Mole, Mr. Barker has been under the necessity of 
removing a wall, and some storehouses, which inter¬ 
cepted them from the point of view. 

The city of Algiers is situated upon the declivity 
of a lofty hill, about one thousand feet above the 
level of the sea. The houses of the city descend 
quite to the water’s edge : it is surrounded by a very 
thick wall, with towers at certain distances, forming 
batteries, which command the Mole. At the upper 
part of the city is a strong battery, usually denomi¬ 
nated the Citadel (No. 2). The Dey’s palace is in 
the centre of the city (No. 3). In the front of the 
city are numerous batteries,—which, with the Mole 
battery, form a complete line of defence. One, in 
particular, called the Fish-market battery (No. 4), 
did considerable mischief to the Leander (No. 29), 
—which ivas particularly opposed to it. 

A little distance beyond the city, on a superior 
elevation, stands what is called the Emperor’s Fort 
(No. 31). This fort was too distant to produce any 
effect on the ships by its cannon, during the action , 
but, upon the retiring of the vessels, shells were 
thrown from it amongst them. 

The Mole battery consisted of a double range of 
cannon,—the upper of which contained eighteen 
pounders; the lower range was casemated, and the 
guns were of the largest calibre. In addition to 
which, under a gateway at No. 12, was an enormous 
gun, twenty-three feet long, and carrying a ball of 
one hundred pounds weight,—which was fired three 
or four times at the commencement of the action ; 
but, from its immensity, it could not be long work¬ 
ed. During the attack, the British Consul was con¬ 
fined in a dungeon with a common felon,—both of 
whom were ordered to prepare for death, as they 
would the next morning be fired from this gun.* 

* It is an interesting, but horrible fact, that, about fifty years 
ago, a French consul was actually put into this cannon, shot from 
it, and blown to atoms. 
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To the north-east is a light-house, consisting of a 
triple range of batteries ; and beyond it is a half-moon 
battery, with a double range of guns, but intercepted 
in the view by the light-house battery. It was oppo¬ 
site to these that Admiral Milne anchored the Im¬ 
pregnable ; and, in consequence of the strength of 
these batteries, this ship suffered more than any other 
in the fleet. 

The light-house battery was the head-quarters of 
theDey, and, during the action, bore his distinguish¬ 
ing flag, composed of yellow and red stripes. The 
south side of the light-house \vTas entirely demolished 
by the Queen Charlotte. 

As the dispatch of Lord Exmouth, written the day 
after this memorable affair, contains the interesting 
particulars of the battle, we here give the most mate¬ 
rial parts of it; and feel a pleasure in adding, that 
it does equal honour to his lordship’s head and heart. 

<c In all the vicissitudes of a long life of public service, no cir¬ 
cumstance has ever produced on my mind such impressions of 
gratitude and joy as the event of yesterday. To have been one of 
the humble instruments, in the hands of Divine Providence, of 
bringing to reason a ferocious government, and destroying for ever, 
the insufferable and horrid system of Christian slavery, can never 
cease to be a source of delight and heartfelt comfort to every indi¬ 
vidual happy enough to be employed in it.” 

The fleet, complete in all its points, with the addi¬ 
tion of five gun-boats, fitted at Gibraltar, consisted 
of— 

The Queen Charlotte, Ad. 
miral Lord Exmouth and Captain 
Brisbane. 

The Impregnable, Rear Ad¬ 
miral Milne and Capt. E. Rrace. 

The Superb, Capt. Kkins. 
The Minden, Capt.Paterson 
The Albion, Capt. Coode. 
The Leander, Capt.Chetham. 
The Severn, Hon. T. W. 

Aylmer. 
The Glasgow, Hon. A. Mait¬ 

land. 
The Granicus, Capt. Wise. 

The Hebrus, Capt. Palmer. 
The Heron, Capt. Bentham. 
The Mutine, Capt. Mould. 
The Prometheus, Capt. Dash- 

wood. 
The Cordelia, Capt.Sargent. 
TheBitiToMAHT, Capt.Riddell. 
The Belzebub, Capt. Kemp- 

thorne. 
The Infernal, Hon. G. J. 

Perceval. 
The Hecla, Capt. Popharo. 
The Eury, Capt. Moarson. 

The Flotilla consisted of five gun-boats, ten 
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mortar-boats, launches, eight rocket-boats, flats, 
thirty-two gun-boats, barges, and yawls : total fifty- 
five. The whole commanded by Capt. F. T. Mi- 
chell, assisted by Lieut. John Davies, of the Queen 
Charlotte, and Lieut. Tho. Revans, flag-lieutenant 
to Rear-Admiral Milne. 

The Dutch fleet consisted of the following fri¬ 
gates :— 

The Melampus, Vice Admiral 
Capellan. 

The F red erica, Capt. Vandcr 
Straten. 

The Dageraad, Capt.Polders, 

The Diana, Capt. Zievoget. 
The Amstee, Capt. Vandcr 

Hart. 
The Eendraciit, Capt. War- 

denburgh. 

The fleet departed from Gibraltar in the highest 
spirits. Lord Fxmouth had been informed, the day 
before he sailed, that a large army had been assem¬ 
bled at Algiers; and that very considerable addi¬ 
tional works were throwing up, not only on both 
flanks of the city, but also immediately about the 
entrance of the Mole : from this he was apprehensive 
that his intention of making that point his principal 
object of attack had been discovered to the Dey, by 
the same means by which he had heard of the expe¬ 
dition. This intelligence was, on the following 
night, greatly confirmed by the Prometheus,—which 
had been dispatched to Algiers, some time before, to 
endeavour to get away the Consul; whose wife and 
daughter Captain Dashwood had, with difficulty, 
succeeded in bringing away, disguised in a midship¬ 
man’s uniform,—leaving a boat to bring off' their in¬ 
fant child, coming down in a basket with the sur¬ 
geon ; who thought he had composed it, but it un¬ 
happily cried in the gateway, and, in consequence, 
the surgeon and three midshipmen (in all eighteen 
persons,) were seized, and confined as slaves in the 
usual dungeons. The child was sent off next morn¬ 
ing by the Dey,—a solitary instance of his humanity! 

Capt. Dashwood reported, that about 40,000 men 
had been brought down from the interior; that all 
the Janissaries were called in from distant garrisons; 
and that they were indefatigably employed in their 
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batteries, gun-boats, &c. and every where strengthen¬ 
ing their sea defences. 

Their ships were all in port, and between forty and 
fifty gun and mortar boats ready, with several more 
in forward repair. The Dey had closely confined the 
Consul, and refused to give him up ; nor would he 
hear a word respecting the officers and men seized in 
the boats of the Prometheus. 

The fleet made the land, to the westward of Al¬ 
giers, on the 2hth of August; and the next morning, 
at day-break, it was in sight of the city. As the 
ships were becalmed, Lord Exmouth embraced the 
opportunity of dispatching a boat, under cover of the 
Severn, with a flag of truce, and the demands he had 
to make, —directing the officer to wait two or three 
hours for the Dey’s answer. 

“The fleet, at this time, had reached the bay, and were pre" 
paring the boats and flotilla for service uutil near two o'clock, when? 
observing my oflicer was returning with the signal flying that no 
answer had been received, after a delay of upwards of three 
hours, I instantly made the signal to know if the ships were ready, 
which being answered in the affirmative, the Queen Charlotte bore 
up, followed by the fleet for their appointed stations: the flag, 
loading in the order prescribed, was anchored in the entrance of the 
Mole, at about fifty yards distant from the head of the Mole 
battery. 

“ At this moment not a gun had been fired ; and I began to sus¬ 
pect a full compliance with the terms which had been so many hours 
in their hands. At this period of profound silence, a shot was fired 
at us from the Mole, and two at the ships to the northward then 
followed; this was promptly returned by the Queen Charlotte, who 
was then lashing to the main-mast of a brig fastened to the shore in 
the mouth of the Mole, and which we had steered for as the guide 
to our position. 

“ Thus commenced a fire, as animated and well supported as, 
I believe, was ever witnessed, from a quarter before three until 
nine, without intermission ; and which did not cease altogether unti 
half past eleven. 

“The ships immediately following me were admirably and coolly 
taking their stations with a precision even beyond my most san¬ 
guine hope; and never did the British flag receive, on any occasion, 
mpre zealous and honourable support. To look further on theline 
than immediately around me was perfectly impossible; but so welt 
grounded was my confidence in the gallant officers 1 had the honour 
to command, that my mind was left perfectly free to attend, to other 
objects, and 1 knew them in their stations only by the destructive 

1 
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effect of their fire upon the walls and batteries to which they were 
opposed. 

“ 1 had, about this time, the satisfaction of seeing Vice Admiral 

Capellan’s flag in the station which l had assigned him ; and, soon 

after at intervals, the remainder of his frigates keeping up a well- 

supported fire on the flanking batteries from which he had offered 

to cover us, as it had not been in my power, for want of room, to 

bring him in the front of the Mole. 

“ About this time l received a message from Rear-Admiral Milne, 

conveying to me the severe loss which the Impregnable vvas sustain¬ 

ing, having then one hundred and fifty killed and wounded ; and 

requesting that I would, if possible, send him a frigate to divert 

some of the fire under which the Impregnable vvas suffering. 

“The Glasgow near me immediately weighed, but the wind had 

been driven away by the cannonade, and she was obliged to anchor 

again, having obtained rather a better position than before, 

“ 1 had, at this time, sent orders to the explosion vessel, under 

the charge of Lieutenant Fleming and Mr. Parker, by Captain 

Reade of the engineers, to bring her into the Mole; but the Rear 

Admiral having thought that she would do him essential service if 

exploded under the battery in his front, I sent orders to this vessel 

to that effect, which were executed. I desired also, that the Rear 

Admiral might be informed, that many of the ships being now in 

flames, and certain of the destruction of the whole, I considered 

that I had executed the most important part of my instructions, 

and should make every preparation for withdrawing the ships, and 

desired he would do so as soon as possible with his division. 

“There were moments, during the conflict, which 1 cannot now 

attempt to describe, occasioned by firing the ships so near to us; 

and 1 had long resisted the eager intreaties of several around me to 

make the attempt upon the outer frigate, distant about one hundred 

yards, which at length 1 gave into; and Major Gossett, by my side, 

who had been eager to land his corps of miners, pressed me, mast 

anxiously, for permission to accompany Lieutenant Richards in this 

ship’s barge. The frigate was instantly boarded, and, in ten mi¬ 
nutes, in a perfect blaze. 

“The enemy’s batteries, around my divisi n, were about ten 

o’clock silenced, and in a state oi perfect ruin and dilapidation ; and 

the fire of the ships was reserved, as much as possible, to save pow¬ 

der, and reply to a few guns now and then bearing upon us; 

although a fort on the upper angle of the city, on which our guns 

could not be brought to bear, continued to annoy the ships by shot 

and shells during the whole time. 

“Providence, at this interval, gave to my anxious wishes the usual 

land-wind common in this bay; and my expectations were com¬ 

pleted. We were all hands employed warping and towing off; 

and, by the help of the ligntair, the whole were under sail, and came 

to anchor out of the reach of shells about two in the morning, after 

twelve hours’ incessant labour. 

“ The flotilla of mortar, gun, and rocket boats, under the direc¬ 

tion of their respective artillery officers, shared, to the full extent of 
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their power, in the honours of (heday, and performed good service. 

It was by their fire all the ships in the port, with the exception of 

the outer frigate, were in flames, which extended rapidly over the 

whole arsenal, store-houses, and gun.boats,—exhibiting a spectacle 

of awful grandeur and interest no pen cat! describe. 

44 The whole was conducted in perfect silence; and such a thing 

as a cheer I never heard in any part of the line: and that the gtins 

were well worked and directed will be seen for many years to come, 

and remembered by these barbarians for ever.” 

Thus far Lord Exmouth. 
At the commencement of the action, the Leancler 

anchored a-head of the Queen Charlotte, and was 
particularly exposed, as we have before stated, to the 
fire of the Fish-market batteries; and, in conse¬ 
quence, suffered considerable damage. 

The Queen Charlotte, when she took her station, 
Avas lashed to the brig, as mentioned by Lord Ex¬ 
mouth: this brig Avas afterwards sunk,—but a por¬ 
tion of her mast remained above the water, close to 
the Queen Charlotte. This circumstance saved the 
latter ship from destruction : for, Avhen the frigate, 
AV'hich was burning, drifted from her moorings, she 
came directly towards Lord Exmouth’s ship; but, 
coming in contact with the mast of the sunk brig, 
the concussion drove her back again : she then pass¬ 
ed close to the Leander, and ultimately burnt out 
close to the batteries of the city. 

In the spaces between the ships were stationed 
gun and rocket boats, which fired continually upon 
the enemy. Amongst the latter was one commanded 
by Mr. Everard, a midshipman of the Leander, avIio, 
upon having expended all his rockets, to save the 
time attendant upon unmooring the boat, seen at 
No. 26, leaped overboard, and swam to the Leander 
for a fresh supply. 

When Lord Exmouth’s ship, the Queen Charlotte, 
came into action, the enemy’s gun-boats, in consi¬ 
derable numbers, were prepared to board her; but 
she opened a broadside upon them, and, after the 
smoke had cleared away, not a boat Avas to be seen. 
This ship Avas placed so as to enfilade the batteries of 
the Mole; and, in a few minutes after the first fire, 
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the enemy was driven from his guns, and the guns 
themselves overturned. The carnage, at this period, 
on the Mole battery, was immense. The guns in 
the casemated batteries, however, continued firing 
during the whole of the action. 

In the course of the action, a few of the enemy's 
soldiers advanced, amidst the ruins of the Mole bat¬ 
teries ; and, hiding themselves behind their guns, 
picked off, with their musquetry, the men of the 
Queen Charlotte, and other vessels : in consequence 
of which, a spirited fire was kept up by the marines, 
and from carrouades on the fore and main tops of 
the first-mentioned ship. 

The Dey of Algiers, regardless of danger, was seen 
constantly visiting the various batteries during the 
action, animating the troops with his presence, and 
offers of large rewards. He is represented in the 
picture at No. 32. 

When Lord Exmouth considered that he had ac¬ 
complished the objects of his mission, he ordered the 
ships to retire as before mentioned, which, from their 
crippled state, they did with great difficulty. The 
enemy, upon their withdrawing, opened, with fresh 
vigour, a tremendous discharge of shells, which was 
answered by showers of rockets from the boats. At 
this moment a violent thunder-storm began, accom¬ 
panied with lightning, which swept along the ships 
in vivid streams ; whilst the pealing of the thunder 
far exceeded in loudness the “ cannon’s deafening 
roar.” The combined effect of the thunder, the 
lightning, the noise of the loud-mouthed cannon, 
and the arsenal and the ships, now in flames, was at 
once terrific, overwhelming, and sublime. 

The time of the scene which Mr. Barker has chosen 
for his picture is about nine o’clock at night, when 
the enemy’s frigates and other vessels were on fire. 

As a finale to this memorable affair, on the 30th 
of August, Lord Exmouth issued the following “ ge- 
neral memorandum.” 

“ The commander-in-chief is happy to inform the fleet of the 
final termination of their strenuous exertions, by the signature of 

2 



peace, confirmed under a salute of twenty-one guns, on the foL 

lowing conditions, dictated by his Royal Highness the Prince Re¬ 

gent of England. 
I. The abolition for ever of Christian slavery. 
If. The delivery to my flay of all slaves in the dominions of the 

Bey, to whatever nation they may belong, at noon to-morrow. 
ill. To deliver also to my flay all money received by him for the 

redemption of slaves since the commencement of this year, at noon 
also to-morrow. 

IV. Reparation has been made to the British Consul for all his 
losses which he sustained in consequence of his confinement. 

V. The Dey has made a public apology in presence of his minis¬ 
ters and officers, and begged pardon of the Consul in terms dictated 
by the Captain of the Quart Charlotte. 

Iii a subsequent note, dated Sept. T, Lord Exmoutli 
states, that all the slaves in the city of Algiers, and 
its immediate vicinity, are embarked ; as also 357,000 
dollars for Naples, and 25,500 for Sardinia. 

Thus terminated this heroic achievement,—alike 
honourable to the immediate actors in the mighty 
drama, to the planners of the expedition, and to the 
Prince and people under whose auspices it was con¬ 
ducted to so glorious a conclusion. 

But who of him the ecstatic joy shall tel!, 

Who to all hope had bidden a farewell; 

Who woke to torture and the scourging rod, 

And half suppressed the wish to curse his God; — 

Who of the maiden, long a tyrant’s prey. 

Whose thought was agony, despair, dismay ; 

Whose home long left, midst fair Sicilian groves, 

And the affections born of earliest loves, 

She never more may know;—of long lost friends, 
Whose death, not distance, their attachment ends;— 

Of husbands, fathers, sons, who long ago 

Were doom’d to slavery, and the house of woe ? 

No gleam to cheer their gloom for years had broke : 

Their chains now sever'd by a single stroke! 
Oh, who their feelings or their joy shall tell ? 

Elysium their’s, as by some magic spell! 

To you, O victor heroes! shall the song 
Of deathless notes resound the gale along ; 

Your fame to every clime remote shall roil, 

And echo answer from the utmost pole. 

FINIS. 

Printer) by .las. Adlan) am) Sons, 
Bjitholome*'-Cloje. 
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