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If I'm going to die it's going
to be my way — that was
Latham’s last thought.
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rso and made a dark trail in the sand.
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This is one robot that thrives on rhubarb. Be it red or brown,
pink or beige, we love it. For it's the stuff that makes good letter
columns. One Hapke missive, for example, can cook up the most
delicious rhubarb this side of home plate. Rich enough, too, to last
for months. Sprinkle with bouquets, smother with brickbats, and
you've got a dish worthy of the ish.

But let’s get at these pic winners before the Oracle speaks. Edwin
Corley, Helen Huber and Mavis Hartman, in the order named.

SPEAK, O ORACLE!

Box 1329, Grand Central Station
New York 17, New York
Dear Editor,

I've been a rather avid reader of PLANET STORIES for quite
a number of years. For that matter, I've read every issue that you've
ever put on the newsstands, right on down from Volume One, Num-
ber One.

During this time I've watched your magazine present various
forms of sci-fictional material in varied ways, both original and
typical, both excellent and poor in quality. I've seen many better
magazines, but even more that are worse. I like PLANET STORIES
because it presents to me an escapist form of literature which proves
useful in helping to pass the time of day.

It seems to me, and probably it is evident to the editorial staff, that
several people whose letters appear quite regularly in the VIZI
GRAPH feel that PLANET isn't worth the paper it's printed on
This class of fen say the same things in their letters issue after issue
They seem to feel that reading the best and “only regulat’” space
opera publication is a waste of time, and continue to send in blast
ing opinions of “bad-old PLANET STORIES.” If they feel tha
PLANET is so bad, why the dickens do they continue to read it:
The answer is self-eivdent. They like the magazine, or they wouldn’
invest the quarter necessary to purchase it every two months. In
order to attract attention, and have the satisfaction of showing
friends their names in print as critics, these egoists and egotist
waste the editors’ time, and fond readers’ money by cramming up
space which could otherwise be used for constructive criticism.

A professional editor has much more to contend with than :
few reader-gripes. He has to produce a magazine, and also se/l i
to the public! I happen to be a science-fiction” fan, and like othes
fen, would like to see several changes take place in PLANE]
STORIES. The editorial staff also would undoubtedly like to see :
few changes, but publisher’s policy often makes changes impos
sible.

Fendom represents but a small percentage of the total readers ol
any science-fiction pulp, and the majority of readers of these pulp
probably would not be interested in a magazine prepared for the
whims and desires of fen alone. Through the VIZIGRAPH and
similar services in other magazines, editors are giving us some
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THE
STAKED THE STARS

By CHARLES DYE

Bryce Carter could afford a smug smile. For hadn’t he risen
gloriously from Thieves Row to director of famed U.T.? Was
, not Earth, Moon, and all the Belt, at this very moment await-
ing his command for the grand coup? And wasn't his
cousin-from-Montehedo a star-sent help?

young man in the next seat of the Earth-Moon liner. “I'm a
witch doctor,” he answered with complete sincerity.
“What do you do? I mean, what do they hire you for?” asked Dona-
hue with understandable confusion and a touch of nervousness.

! GCW' HAT do I do for a living?” repeated the slim dark-skinned
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STRANGE ADVENTURES ON OTHER WORLDS—

PLANET

stories -

‘ ‘ Bry:e had climbed far—from Thceves Row to control of unde ﬂung UT— -
g

THE MAN WHO STAKED THE STARS

A Novel of the Robber Barons of Space - by CHARLES DYE
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